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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled us er 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met. in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
13th March, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Syei> Nausher Am) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 19? Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Basis of declaring a district as surplus one. 

*153. Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cotsimfcazar : Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to 
state — 

{a) the criteria applied b\ the Government in declaring a district to be 
a “surplus” or a ‘‘deficit” one; and 

(b) whether he is aware t hat the price of paddy goes up as soon as a 
district is declared a “surplus” one? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (,m A district i* regarded as “surplus” 
when the estimated \ield exceeds the estimated consumption, and as 
“deficit” when the estimated consumption exceeds the estimated yield. 

( b ) No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state it there has been any other meaning attached to the term “surplus'* 
by the Civil Supplies Directorate than the dirtionaiy meaning quoted here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir There is no other 
meaning. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that certain districts are called “surplus” merely 
because they are supposed to have a certain quantity of paddy and rice, 
for sale? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir That nomenclature 
has been thrown overboard long ago. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the estimates of yield so far have not been 
correctly ascertained admittedly by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: An estimated yield is not an 
ascertained yield. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon* Me Minister 
be pleased to state the reliable materials and data for obtaining the estimated 
yield or estimated consumption. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Materials there are many. 
Materials for estimated consumption are population, with a certain amount 
of deduction for infants, and materials for estimated yield are the possible 
acreage and the quantity of production per acre. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what is the machinery through which these materials are 
obtained? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There are a large number of 
factors and there are different machineries for giving us information 
regarding various factors. For instance, as regards human beings the 
factor is that of census which has taken place. As regards acreage the 
factor is the Agriculture Department reports and the settlement reports. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: And as regards yields? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As regards yield settlement 
reports and the Agriculture Department reports and visual reports. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the freedom of export is confined to the margin of 
excess or to the entire yield? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : There is no freedom of 
export from the cordoned districts. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But where there is freedom of 
export? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, it is not confined to any 
margin of excess. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether a district is declared “Surplus” year by } ear or permanently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It has so been declared this 

year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if at the time of estimating the yield w’ith a view to declaring a 
district as surplus these two factors, viz., the quantity held over from 
previous stock as well as the quantity that is likely to have been exported 
out of the district, are also taken into consideration? 

Tho Hon'ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No; these are not taken into 
consideration. 

*8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps will the Government take when on account 
of unrestricted export from a surplus district that district itself will be 
turned into a deficit district ? 

Thf Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY l I do not anticipate that there 
will ever be so much export from any district as to turn it into a deficit 
district, but if it ever does happen, then Government will take steps to 
reimburse that district with any foodgrains in its possession. 
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Prioe of rice in Oaiouttt, Dint] pur and Chandpur on oortain dates. 

•154. Mr. ASHUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing the price of rice as stood— 

(a) on 15th of March, 1943, 

( b ) on 30th of March, 1943, 

(c) on 30th of April, 1943, 

(d) on 30th of May, 1943, and 

(e) on 15th of June, 1943, 

in Calcutta, Dinajpur and Chandpur ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : A statement is laid on the 
Table. 


Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 154. 

Prioee per maund of rioe on the following dates. 


(a) 

16th March, 1043. 


r- 

Coarw> 

-A 

Medium. 

— ■* 

Fine. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rb. a. p. 

Rh. a. p. 


Calcutta 

19 0 6 

21 6 3 

23 9 0 

Dinajpur 

12 14 0 

13 6 0 

14 8 0 

Chandpur 

18 0 0 

18 4 0 




<*) 



30th March, 1943. 



r- - 

-A- 

\ 


Coarse. 

Medium. 

Fine. 


Rs. a. p. 

Ra. a. p. 

Rk. a. p. 

Calcutta 

22 0 9 

24 1 9 

20 1 9 

Dinajpur 

.. 20 0 0 

20 4 0 


Chandpur 

28 12 0 

28 12 0 

29 12 0 


(«) 

30th April, 1943. 



(’oarae. 

Medium. 

Fine. 


Rb. a. p. 

Rb. a. p. 

Kb. a. p. 

Calcutta 

21 0 9 

22 8 0 

24 13 9 

Dinajpur 

20 0 0 

26 8 0 

27 0 0 

Chandpur 

34 0 0 

34 12 0 

34 12 0 


(d) 

30th May, 1943. 



Coarae. 

Medium. 

Fine. 


Rs. a. p. 

R«. a. p. 

R«. a. p. 

Calcutta 

. . 30 6 0 

32 8 0 

35 8 0 

Dinajpur 

. . 23 0 0 

23 0 0 

24 0 0 


to 

to 

to 


28 8 0 

28 8 0 

29 0 0 

Chandpur 

.. 31 0 0 

32 0 0 



<•) 

15th June, 1943. 


Coarae. 

Medium. 

Fme,^ 

Rb. a. p. 

Rb. a. p. 

Rb. a. p. 


Calcutta 

.. 32 

0 

0 

33 8 0 

35 

4 

0 

Dinajpur 

.. 29 

0 

0 

29 8 0 

30 

0 

0 

Chandpur 

31 

4 

0 


32 

0 

0 
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••fling of riot in Hooghly-Chinsure Munioipal area. 

•155. Mr. RADHANATH DA8i (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that some quantity of rice is being sold within the Hooghly-Chinsura Muni- 
cipal area by one Mr. I). N. Mandal from different shops V 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 

( i ) the said Mr. Mandal is one of the selected agents for supplying rice 
belonging to Goverment at controlled rate; and 
(it) it is a purely private enterprise? 

(c) If the answer to (b)(1) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) whether there is an> agency to check the accounts of the different 
shop; and 

(it) the arrangement made to inspect their work? 

(d) Will the lion’ hie Minister lie pleased to state whether any complaints 
against the work of some of these centres have been received by Government? 

(e) If so, what action has been taken in the matter? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Sllhrawardy) : (a) No. Cheap grain shops have been established by 

Government. The detailed arrangements for the distribution of ration cards 
to individual house-holders who deserve the grant of facilities for a supply 
of rice at, concession rates and the selection of centres have been entrusted 
to a committee of non-officials, with Mr. 1). N. Mondal at their head. 

(b) No. 

(r) (0 Does not arise. The consolidated account of the shops is checked 
periodically by local officers. 

(n) There are arrangements for the inflection of shops by local officers. 

(d) Local officers have received two formal complaints alM>ut the rudeness 
of some of the salesmen and favouritism in the matter of issue of some ration 
cards. 

(e) Enquiries have been uiade but the allegations have been found to be 
highly exaggerated. It may he noted that the distributors are all honorary 
workers, and no margin of profit whatsoever is allowed to an\ of them. 

Requisition of paddy and rice by Government under Defence of India Rules. 

# 158. Mr. ABU H088AIH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state 

(a) what quantity of rice and wheat was confiscated by Government as 

* anti-hoarding measure from April 1, 1943; and 

(b) how they were distributed or disposed of? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): (<i) Government did not confiscate any wheat or rice. The 
following quantities of rice and paddy were, however, requisitioned under 
the Defence of India Rules: — 

(»') Rice — 628,853 maunds. 

(it) Paddy™ 7 16,888 maunds. 
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(6) Requisitioned stocks were acquired and distributed as follows: — 

(t) Small quantities by sale in the open market. 

(it) Through controlled shops or approved distributors for sale to the 
public at subsidised rates varying from Rs.1T) to Rs.lG per 
maund. 

(Hi) For distribution as gratuitous relief 

(tr'f In payment of test relief works. 

(r) For movement to other districts. 

hi) Small quantities by way of supplies to priorities like jails, the 
Police, A.R.P. and Government employees’ shops. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon hle Minister be pleased to state at 
what prices the rice and paddy were requisitioned? He stated that they 
were sold to the public at subsidised tales. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: At subsidised rates varying from 
Rs. 13 to Rs. 1«. 

Mr. A. F. STARK • I want to know at xxliul rates were the paddy and 
rice requisitioned there. 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The rates were much higher than 
the subsidised rates, but 1 cannot give you the exact prices at which they 
were requisitioned 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Ilon'lde Minister be pleased to state what 
was the principle used by Government in deciding on the rates to he paid 
for rice and paddy leqtiisitioned ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Generally print's were paid at the 
maiket rate by Government, but cost and other things were taken into 
consideration by Government while making payment of the price. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Ilon'lde Minister 
be pleased to state whether price of nee seized by Government has been 
paid to the respective people from whom it was requisitioned? 

Mr. ABOULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes, it has been paid. 

Profiteering made by sugar and kerosene oil permit-holders in Milligram 

Union of Tippera. 

•157. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Wide Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether t he 
people of the Mulagram Union, police-station Kasha in the district of Tippera, 
submitted a petition to the Subdivisional Officer, Bruhinanberia, Tippera, 
on 27th August, 1940, by registered post drawing his attention to — 

(i) the profiteering made by the sugar permit-ladders of the union,, and 

(ii) the inadequate supply of kerosene oil and its irregular distribution ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether any local enquiry into the matter has been made 
so far P 

(c) If no enquiry has been made, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to, 
state the reason thereof? 

(d) Is it a fact that the President of the union and a Government offic' 
realised Rs.25 and Rs.20 on 23rd August, 1943, and 10th Augturt, 19 
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respectively, in presence of some leading gentlemen of the union from the 
sugar permit-holders and encouraged profiteering? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the quantity of sugar 
received by sugar permit-holders in each consignment. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Voluntary subscriptions were realised by the President of the Union 
from all well-to-do persons in the locality for the maintenance of a free gruel 
kitchen. One Jogesh Pal, a sugar permit-holder, appears to have paid a 
donation of Its. 25. No payment appears to have been made by any other 
sugar permit-holder in the locality. There was no encouragement of 
profiteering. 

(e) The quantities of sugar issued to sugar permit-holders in the union 
during the months of September and October were as follows: — 

(i) Jogesh Pal — August, 2 bags; October, 3 bags. 

(it) Nurul Islam Bhuiyan — September, 4 bags; October, 4 bags. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether any receipt was granted to Mr. Jogesh Pal? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state who actually made the enquiry? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: The Subdi visional Officer. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to tell us whether he examined any persons? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : 1 suppose he did. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to tell us whether the petitioner who actually made the allegations 
was examined also? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : I want notice. 

Number of deaths from starvation in Rangpur district. 

M58. Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state the number of 
persons who died in the district of Rangpur iu 1943 from starvation due to 
scarcity of supply of food ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy) : Four hundred and forty-six deaths caused by starvation 
were reported during the period of scarcity in 1943. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be "pleased to state what is the period of scarcity meant by this answer? 

Mr. ABDULLA»AL MAHMOOD: Generally it has been counted from 
July to December, 1943. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the source of his information ? 
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Mr. ABDULLA'AL MAHMOOD: Information has been received from 
.the local authorities. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House what he means by local authorities P 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: District Magistrate. 

Damaged foodstuffs sold by Government. 

•150. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that from time to time damaged foodstuffs are being sold by the Govern- 
ment Department of Civil Supplies, either by public auction or otherwise P 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing the to tal quantity of each kind of such damaged food- 
stuffs like (1) rice, (2) atta, (3) flour, (4) dal, (5) sugar sold by the 
Government — 

( i ) by the issue of open tender, 

(Vi) by public auction, and 

(Hi) by other means 

from January, DM3, up to 15th January, 1944 P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that on the 12th January, 1944, the 
Controller of Rationing, Calcutta, issued a public notice notifying sale by 
public auction of damaged food grains in the following quantities: — Rice 
24 2 maunds, dal 51 maunds, and atta 178 maurnls? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) how these foodgrains became damaged; and 

(ii) who is responsible for this sad state of affairs? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): (a) Damaged foodstuffs mixed up together for use as fodder 
have been sold by Government by public auction only once until now. 


(h) (•) Nil. 

Md. 

sr. 

ch. 

(»*) Rice 

.. 226 

8 

8 

Atta 

.. 98 

21 

0 

Flour 


Nil 


Dal 

. 37 

25 

0 

Sugar 

.. 10 

29 

0 


(in) Nil. 
(c) Tea. 


( d ) (t) By heavy showers in transit and also by climatic conditions. 
In handling, a certain quantity usually gets damaged in course of # (time. 
The quantity damaged in the present case is not more than half per cent, 
of the total quantity handled. The usual proportion allowed by the trade 
is 3 per cent, of the quantity handled. 

(it) Such slight damage is inevitable in any business in foodgrains; no 
individual can therefore be held responsible. 



8 


QUESTIONS. 


[13tii Mahch, 


Rules for confiscation of paddy by Government. 

*160. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : ( tf , Wilt the 
Jlon'ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to 
Mate — 

(t) the rules under which confiscation of paddy is made; and 

(u) the quantity of paddy that may be kept by the producers for their 
consumption Y 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of widely pub- 
lishing the rules ot confiscation ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): (u)(i) Confiscation, ?.c., appropriation of stocks without 
payment of any compensation, is a penalty which can only be ordered by a 
court of law in cases when an offender is prosecuted for a contravention of 
the Foodgniins Control Order, DM *2, or the Bengal Essential Foodgrains 
Possession and Storage Order, 1 044 . 

( ii ) No limit has l>een laid down in the case of producers in respect of 
their own produce. 

(h) In view of the answer to (a)li), publicity does not appear to be 
necessary. 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : Supplementary question, 
Sir, «T.tt GO 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : .r- , 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY ; far* 

Hon’ble Minister STUfafiR ttfrzir ncrpTC 3t5l 

r- sfryipro o* td* ^ p?r? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : Sir 7 cannot understand the question 
Mr. SPEAKER : *rrm, esfk* sfiRi ^7, | 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : co ^ 
vfWT PFt^ft^r STfcPTCR* Wt* sn. sfl ttrJrR sfQspj 

Hon’ble Minister*)* 2 Tt 31 C? ^ 

ffisr* itfrftqty c^>w*rifrc5 fa r ^rfr rct*tq fa -sm *rfapR ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : Hon’ble Minister *T), fafa farw 

OF fa SffrCTR issue •?! I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY ; k Sir, 

Ton m i 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^fa OTf^fl ^ **$ OFtFT C&fks | 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : answers (a) (u)c3 

faor* go stors *T3?fa 

fc* ?n fai wrww s. D. o. ^$*1 5-* ^ 4$ w^t 

Hon’ble Minister <ffa tfFRfa 3 TTprore TCFfa? 3tg] RC5ROF 

rihjTprc RfaJfatY o ftg^ i f f rg f fa ^ ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD : & to* OFfa tfa? 1 
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Khan Bahadur HA4I BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : ^ 



Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : ^ w Hon’ble 

Minister of Civil Supply^ afasf firffij — 

Mr. SPEAKER : s 43 «f *[«J gfsn^ ^ | Please sit down. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : la it a fact that our honourable friend 
informed the Government about the prosecution i 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is no supplementary question. 

Alleged caning of a chaukidar by Additional Relief Offloer of Bhagwanpur. 

•161a Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: i<n Will the Hon hie 

Minister in rhaige of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that on the 1 tit h July, 1943, the Additional Relief Officer of 
Bhagwanpur, Egra and Potushpur. caned Haradhan Rem. the ebaukidar of 
Union No. l*i, because he reported a few eases of death from starvation? 

(b) If the answer to uD is in the affirmative, will the lion’ hie Minister 
be pleased to slate the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (<?) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that the ('haukidai was 
beaten ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have already said 

“no 1 '. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Did anybody complain about the 
alleged caning of the Ghaukidar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government have no 
such information. 

Retirement or death of Lino Operators in the Bengal Government Preee. 

•162. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Lino Operators of the Bengal Government Press pither die or retire before 
they reach the pension period? 

(b) If so, will the lion ’hie Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 
(r) Will the Hon Tile Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) when the Linotype Department of the Bengal Government Press 
was started ; 

(it) how many operators retired with pension since the starting of the 
* department; 

(tit) bow many retired on medical ground ; 

(iv) how many died during their service period; and 
(r) how many operators who began their service with the start of the 
department are still in service? 
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(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting full pension to Lino Operators before 
they have completed the prescribed period of service? 

(e) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in ofiarge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coewami): (a) No. 

(b) f (d) and ( e ) Do not arise. 

(c) (i) 1914. 

(ri), (tit) and ( v ) Nil. 

(iv) Three. 

Ordinanoe II of 1942 and appeal of Bengal Government to Privy Council. 

•182A. (Short Notice.) Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal have appealed to 
the Privy Council against the concurrent decisions of the High Court and 
the Federal Court against the validity of some sections of Ordinance II of 
1942 otherwise called the Special Courts Ordinance? 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 
(?) the present Ministry was consulted in this matter; and 
(ri) the present Ministry considered it desirable to file the appeal? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(Anawera to which were laid on the table) 

8hortage of live-stock. 

87. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to state 
whether Government are aware that great difficulty is being felt in various 
parts of the Province, particularly in rural areas, for the want of suitable 
quality and number of live-stock, specially cows, bullocks and buffaloes, 
for milking purposes as well as for agricultural work and transport? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any attempt has been made to ascertain the 
reasons for this shortage and to remedy the situation? 

(c) Is it a fact that during the last few months live-stock from rural 
areas are being steadily sold out at high prices and are being taken to 
unknown destinations? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government of Bihar have, 
in view of similar situation happening there, issued orders prohibiting the 
sale or removal of prime cows and buffaloes and calves and bullooks of 
certain ages from the Province? 
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(«) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, 
the Government of Bengal have taken or propose to take in order to prevent 
the denudation of rural Bengal of necessary supply of cattle and buffaloes 
in future? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hoeain): 

(a) Yes. Government are aware that in certain areas considerable difficulty 
is being experienced in getting suitable cattle both for cultivation and 
transport and also milch cow\s. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) Government are aware that in rural areas the prices of cattle have 
abnormally risen, but I have uo information that they are being taken to 
unknown destinations. 

(</) No, but an inquiry is being made of the Government of Bihar. 

(e) Yes. Action is being taken. 

The honourable member’s attention is invited to the answer given to 
clause (b) of unstarred question No. 57 on the 28th February, 1944. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what action has been taken since the 28th February. 1944, when in 
reply to an unstarred question (No. 57 ) assurance was practically given 
that the matter was receiving the urgent attention of Government? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 
Government has sanctioned a liberal grant for advancing loans for the 
purchase of cattle by the agriculturists and they are also carrying on 
negotiations with the Bihar Government for permitting some plough cattle 
to be imported into Bengal. They are also considering whether in Bengal 
they should not declare one or two meatless days in a week? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that we are obtaining some 
livestock from Australia? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the present Governor 
is helping to get livestock from Australia? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to a newspaper report to that effect? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Bon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount of loan that is being given to help the 
purchase of cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

50 lakhs of rupees have been sanctioned immediately. We are also going 
to sanction a further amount for importing cattle from Bihar. 
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Khali Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what steps are being taken by the Government to check 
the abnormal rise in the price of cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The rise was due to dearth or scarcity. Government have not taken any 
step to control the price. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what amount is going to be given to each cultivator and 
if it is enough to purchase one head of cattle or a quarter of a head of a 
cattle ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Our instruction is that on an average Its. 150 will be given to each individual 
cultivator. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why the Government of Bengal is making an enquiry 
of the Government of Bihar? Have they any definite policy behind it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to question (r/h namely, 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government of Bihar have, in view 
of similar situation happening there, issued orders prohibiting the sale or 
removal of prime cows and buffaloes and calves and bullocks of certain ages 
from the province, the answer is, no. I want to know as to why then an 
enquiry is being made of the Government of Bihar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

I am sorry the answer, as it was drafted long u^ro, is not quite correct At 
that time the enquiry was not finished, but now that the enquiry has been 
finished the reply is, “Yes, some such onleis have been passed by the 
Government of Bihar." 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Government be pleased to 
stale whether Government have an\ intention to make an Ordinance or an\ 
such like thing to prohibit the sale or removal of prime eow> and buffaloes 
and calves and bullocks of certain ages from the province? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government are seriously considering the matter, and, as I have already 
said, they are contemplating taking some such action. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Do Government propose to take steps to control 
the price of plough cattle to he imported from Bihar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The question of importation of cattle does not yet arise because Bihar has 
put a ban on it and therefore we cannot get cattle from there. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Do 1 not understand from the reply of the Hon’ hie 
Minister that he was going to import plough cattle from Bihar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We are only negotiating with the Government of Bihar to lift the ban in 

our favour. 
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Distribution of standard doth. 

M. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: <«) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister iu charge of the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to 
state — 

(*) the present position of the standard cloth in Bengal; and 
(u) whether any such cloth has been distributed anywhere in Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing district by district — 

(i) the number of pieces of cloth distributed; and 
(if) the agents appointed for the purpose? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have bee it 
adopted in selecting — 

( i ) the districts; and 
(it) the persons 

for receiving the standard cloth for sale? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) («) 179-08 million yards 
of standard cloth have Wen allotted to Bengal bv the ( 'entral Government 
up to the end of January, 1944. Out of this quantity orders have been 
booked by the Textile Commissioner with the mills for 129*44 million yards. 
48*07 million yards have been actually received up to the 12th February 
last. The cloth received has Wen despatched or programmed for despatch 
to all the districts of the Province 

(it) Yes; in every distrut in Bengal. 

(b) (i) Figuies regarding actual distribution in districts are not readily 
available. It is estimated that a total of about 02 million yards has Wen 
distributed up to date. 

(ii) Retail distributor have been selected from amongst final Wdies 
(District Boards, Municipalities, Cnion Boards), reputable charitable institu- 
tions and reliable dealer Supplies have also Wen made available to large 
employers lor distribution to their low paid employees. 

(r) (?) Allocation to districts is made on a population basis. 

(??) l'u/c answer to (b) (it). 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Mini.stci be pleased 
to state when the total allotted quunlitx of standard cloth, namely, 171)08 
million vaids are likely to be actually received by this province and distri- 
buted in the rural areas? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 17008 million yards of standard 
cloth 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The figures are there. Let me make 
the question clear. The point is that 17908 million yards of standard cloth 
have been allotted to Bengal by the Central Government, and against that 
so far only 48-07 million vanK have been actually received up to the 12th 
February last, and so far the Government have got the orders booked only 
up to 129 44 million yards. Now, my question is, when can w*e expect the 
allotment* of Bengal to arrive in Bengal and distributed in the rural areas? 

Mr. ABOULLA«AL MAHMOOD: Every effort is Wing made to 
expedite the arrival of the allotted quantity, but it depends entirely on the 
Government of India. 
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Dr. MALINAK8HA 8AHYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the actual reason for this great disparity between the allot- 
ment order and the actual arrival? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Difficulties of transport. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government of Bengal have actually requisitioned the neces- 
sary conveyances for the transport of standard cloth to this province? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD ■ It rests absolutely with the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
reply to a question regarding transport facilities in the matter of move- 
ment of foodgrains in Jessore district, the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
War Transport, Government of India, has stated that the Government of 
Bengal never requisitioned for such transport? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOO. The Government of Bengal is taking 
every step to have it expedited. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have asked a specific question. 
If the honourable member is not competent enough to answer, let the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge withdraw the authority given to him and let 
him himself reply. My question is, whether the difficulty of transport that 
has been ascribed to is as a result of any laches on the part of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for not having requisitioned for transport facilities? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. There has been no laches on the 
part of the Government of Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether necessary transport was at all requisitioned? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: All neces sary steps have been taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question has not been replied 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are intelligent enough to understand 
the position. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. No, Sir, I have not understood because 
cn a previous occasion the Hon’ble Minister had himself said that with 
regard to Jessore paddy there was difficulty in transport because transport 
was not available. But that has been contradicted by the Government of 
India. So, I am now asking whether in this particular case the Government 
of Bengal had actually requisitioned the necessary transport ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The local Government cannot 
requisition ; they have written to the Government of India for giving 
transport facilities. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how has the distribution of the standard cloth in the wholesale as 
well as in the retail market of Calcutta and mofussil been arranged? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOpD: Sir, how does this question arise? 
It has been stated in reply ^(6) (tt) that retail distributors have been selected 
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from amongst local bodies (I)kstrict Boards, Municipalities, Union Boards), 
reputable charitable institutions and reliable dealers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that although tenders were invited for arranging the 
wholesale stocking and distribution of standard cloth and in reply to those 
invitations for tender there were reputed Bengali dealers who offered to work 
at only 1 per cent, in view of the cloth famine in Bengal, but the distribu- 
tion work has been entrusted to a Marwari firm at more than 2 per cent, ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The work of wholesale distribution 
was entrusted to the Central Co-operative Bank and other Banks and other 
reputable firms. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are the parties? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 cannot say offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IloiCble Minister he pleased 
to state if the wholesale distribution was to be done by open tender? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Tenders were called for. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What were the rates for open tender? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 cannot say offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that a certain firm offered 
to work at 1 per cent, hut act null \ the woik was entrusted to a party at 
more than 2 per cent.? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: 1 want notice. 

Requisition of rice stock of rice mills. 

69. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to state whether any 
circular has l>een issued by the Government for commundeenng at least 2d 
per cent, of the trading stocks of all net* mills anti dealers in rice and puddy in 
Bengal ? 

(b) If the answei to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble Minister 
he pleasetl to .state how do the Government propose to dispose of such food- 
grains? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : <<ij Yes 

(hi Stocks so requisitioned were sold retail to the poorer sections of the 
people either through dependable dealers or through Government f ontrolled 
Shops, at the rate of Rs.K) per maund for rice and Us. 9 per maund for paddy. 
Stocks in excess of local lequircmeiits were held in reserve for movement to 
and sale in deficit areas, or for use in relief kitchens or for dispensing as 
gratuitous relief. 


Complaints against persons conducting searches in oonneotion with anti- 

hoarding drive. 

70. Khan Bahadur A. M. L. RAHMAN: <«) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleaded to state whether the 
Government have received any complaint from any person or persons from 
anywhere in the Province against the comli mi of p ersons conducting searches 
during the anti-hoarding drive 9 ' V** 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(?) what is the nature of these complaints; and 

(u) what action has been taken by the Government on these complaints? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) Yes; a few have been 
received. 

(b) (t) The complaints alleged that members of search parties had — 

(1) not paid due respect to places of worship and the privacy of indivi- 

dual dwelling places, 

(2) recorded stocks in excess of those which actually existed, 

(3) been partial to some merchants and discriminated against others, 

(4) demanded money for minimising stocks and when these demands 

were refused, recorded stocks higher than the actual, 

(5) suppressed 50 per cent, of the stocks in some localities. 

(w) These complaints were enquired into by the Subdivisional Officers 
and found to l>e baseless and untrue. 

Condition of poopfo of saline-affected areas of Contai and Tamluk subdivisions. 

71. M>r. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that-— 

(«') high death rate prevails in the sabiuvatl'ected areas of Contai and 
Tamluk subdivisions of the Midnapore district; and 

(ti) there has been no paddy crop in many parts of the sal ine-a fleeted 
aiea this year? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps taken or proposed to be taken by the Govern- 
ment to stop the rate of mortality from starvation and epidemics? 

(v) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing up to date from January, 1943, under each of the following heads — 
(t) drowning, (u) house collapse, (tu) starvation, ur) cholera, (r) malaria, 
(t’i) other diseases: — 

(1) the manlier of deaths in the villages Sar.sa, Paikbar, pul ice-station 

Contai, Kahmli, police-station Kanmagar, lluludbari and 
Kumarda, police-station Khedgree, Contai subdivision, and Gar 
Chakrabona, police-station Nandigram, Tamluk subdivision; and 

(2) number of jieople still living in the above villages? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (<j)(C Tlie death rate is not reported to be 
high at present. 

(u) The paddy crop has been poor in some parts of the coastal areas this 
year, some land not having l*?en planted out. 

(b) In order to prevent deaths from starvation, gratuitous relief in the 
form of dry doles is being continued in the coastal belt unions of the Contai 
and Tamluk subdivisions. The sick and homeless destitutes are being 
sheltered, fed and given medical aid in Poor Houses and Destitute Homes, 
of which there are 43 in these two subdivisions. 
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With a view to preventing deaths from epidemics, 17 Emergency Camp 
Hospitals and (J Military Hospitals for destitute patients have been function- 
ing in the two sulnliviaions of Contai and Tamluk for rendering medicnl relief, 
in addition to the existing dispensai ios and hospitals. The Health Staff 
of the District Board and the men deputed by the Public Health Department 
have been earning on inoculations and vaccinations on a very extensive 
scale, particularly in the coastal 1k j 1i areas. 

(r) (1) Since January, 194-1. there have been no deaths from drowning or 
house collapse. Figures relating to deaths due to the other causes are not 
readily available. 

(2) The information cannot be supplied as there has been no village 
census lately. 

Applications for leave of absence. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
do penult Mi Sar.it Chandra Hose, representing Calcutta (South) General 
(Dlisl it uencN to be absent foi the period from tin* Mth September, 1 94*1, 
till tin* t*iul of the present srssmn tor which In* finds that In* is unable to 
attend meetings of the Asscmhlx 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speakei, I beg to move that this 
Assembly do permit Messrs. Prutul Chandra Ganguly, Juaiicndru Chandra 
Majumdar, Kliagendia Nath Das Gupta, Niharciniu Dutt-Mazumdni and 
Sat\apn\a Baneijee, representing East Bengal Municipal (General). 
M \ moiisingh East ((icneral i, J.ilpaignn nun Siligun ((iem*ial), Buriaek- 
pore (Registered Factories) Factoix and Colliery L.iboui ) and Rajsliahi 
((icneral i Const it nencies respeehxelx to be absent for the period from tin* 
ofh . 1 1 1 1 \ , Ibid, till the end of the present session tor winch they find that 
thex are unable to attend meetings of the Assembly. 

I he motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MULLICK: Sir, I beg to move flint tills Assembly 
do permit Dr. Suresh Chandra Baneijee representing Calcutta and Suburbs 
(Registered Fat lories/ (Factory and Colliery Labour) Constituency to be 
absent for' tin* period from the Mth September, IfMd, till the end of the 
present session tor which he finds that he is unable to attend meetings of 
th*' Assembix . 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MULLICK Sir. I beg t n move that this Assembly 
do permit Me^sis Sibnath Banerjee, Nikunpi Behan Maiti and Isxvar 
Chandra Mai, representing Howrah (Regisiered Factories/ (Factor \ and 
Collierx Labour), Mrdnapore South East (General; and Midnapore South 
West (General) Constituencies respect ix*el\ to be absent for the period from 
the dth July. 104*1, till the end of the present session for which they find 
that they are unable to attend meetings of the Assembly. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASUt Mr. Speaker, Sir, Indore this matter 
is put to the vote, may I ask the Rouble Home Minister one simple ques- 
tion. Has it been decided by Government that these absent members will 
not be allowed to attend this session of the Afsembly? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. That does not arise. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: That arises in this way. We are 
voting on grant of leave. I am asking the Home Minister to inform the 
House whether these members will not be allowed to attend these meetings 
of the Assembly. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that question arises. 

The motion of Mr. Ashutosh Mulliek that “This Assembly do permit 
Messrs. Sihnnth Banerjee, Nikunja Behari Maiti and Iswar Chandra Mai, 
representing Howrah (Registered Factories) (Factory and Colliery Labour), 
Mi dim pore South East (General) and Midnapore South West (General) 
Constituencies respectively to be absent for the period from the oth July, 
11)43, till the end of the present session for which they find that they are 
unable to attend meetings of the Assembly’* was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly do 
permit Mr. L. T. Maguire and Khan Bahadur Muulvi Abidur Reza Chow- 
dhury representing Anglo-Indian and Chandpur West (Muhammadan) 
Constituencies respectively to he absent for the period from the 14th 
September, 11)43, till the end of the present Session for which they find 
that they are unable to attend meetings of the Assembly. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Spi •aker, Sir, in this connection I 
beg to submit 

Mr. SPEAKER: No subm ission, there i.n nothing before the House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point ot piivilege, privilege ot all 
the member* concerned, that section of the Government of India Act, 

l!)3. r >, deals with these leave applications and the rules made thereunder. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, mas I draw \oui attention to the decision given h\ the 
Speaker ot t lit* Oris.su. House on this point that the members who are detain- 
ed in jail without trial against their will whether the> are to ask for leave 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Hoy, A on are discussing a matter which is not 
before the House at all. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: It is on a point ot privilege. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not a point of privilege. You are, I am afraid, 
contusing a question of privilege. It is not a privilege that each and every 
member enjo>s. You are discussing a privilege of some members in jail. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U : So far as your last observation is 
concerned those members who are in jail cannot raise motions of privilege 
so far as it affects them. It is the privilege of other members to demand 
and to maintain the privilege of other members. 

Mr. SPEAKER : There is no doubt about it. I am not giving a ruling 
that >ou cannot raise a point of pri\ilege that attaches to each and every 
member of this House. That is not my ruling. I never intended to say 
that. Besides what I want to impress upon you is that it is a very serious 

limit er and a very important matter and it is no use making a point like this 
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Presentation of Authenticated Supplementary Schedules of Expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, in 
pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section (2) of section 80 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, I beg to lay before the Assembly a Supplementary 
Schedule of authorized expenditure for 1041-42 authenticated by the signature 
of His Excellency the Governor under sub-section {!) of section 80 read 
with section 81. 

Mr. Speaker, in pursuance of section 81 read with sub-section (JS?) of 
section 80 of the Government of India Act, l beg to lay before the Assembly 
a Supplementary Schedule of authorized expenditure for 1948-44 authenti- 
cated by the signature of His Excellency the Governor under sub-section (/) 
of section 80 read with section 81. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

37— E ducat ion— C eneral . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Its. 1,82,78,0(10 
be granted lor expenditure undei the head “87 - Education — General" . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move* that the demand 
of Its 1,82,78,000 fur expemlituie under the head “87 - Education- General'’ 
be reduced by Its. ]()(> 1 move this to raise a discussion about — 

( i ) the failure of the Government to give relict to the teachers of the 

secondary schools who have been ver\ much affected 1>\ famine; 

(ii) the inadequacy of demand as to grants to non-Go\ eminent 

Secondary Schools; 

(m ) inadequacy oi the demand as to giant foi development of primary 
education ; 

(*r > failure of the Government to make adequate piovision for repair 
and reconstruction of the piiinan school buildings most of which 
have gone out of order; 

(r) failure of the Government to give relief to tin* piimnn school 
teachers throughout the Province of Bengal who have been 
seriously affected by the abnormal rise in the prices oi everyday 
necessanes of life; 

(ni the failure of the Government to give relief to the poor students 
who have been badh affected by the famine; 

(w) General Policy of Education; and 

(rut) the expenditure of Scheduled Paste Education Fund — its inade- 
quacy, its method of expenditure, non-utilisation of that small 
fund. 

Sir, this motion deals with eight topics. I shall now go into item 
first with regard to the expenditure of Scheduled Paste Education 
fund — its inadequacy, its method of expenditure, non-utilisation of that 
small fund. 

Sir, this is a matter which, I think, is one of utmost importance, 
lou are aware that in the province of Bengal there are about one 
crore of Scheduled Caste Hindus. I am not in favour of the expression 



20 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[13th March, 

“Scheduler! Castes”, but, after all, in order to give expression to my views, 
I have to use thut expression. I shall speak of Scheduled Castes but there 
are other classes not included in the Scheduled Castes though they are 
economically and educationally the most backward communities. So, Sir, 
1 shall only deal with the education of those classes who are economically 
and educationally most backward. Of these one crore of people who are 
socially suppressed, economically most backward and educationally also 
most backward, not even 1 per cent, is literate. For these backward people 
special consideration must be given. What have Government been doing? 
Government have allotted a magnificent sum of Rs. 5 lakhs. But, Sir, a 
sum of Us. 5 lakhs was allotted also in the year 1942. If you refer to page 
277 of the Blue Hook, Sir, you will find that in the year 1942-43 a sum of 
Rs. 57,428 was spent under the head “Stipends to Pupils”. When you 
remember the number of Scheduled Castes people in this province, when 
you remember the backwardness of these men, this amount is totally 
inadequate. In my district, Sir, the appalling condition of the scheduled 
caste people is indeed deplorable. I have got before my mind a picture of 
the condition of cobblers, most of whom are Scheduled Castes. They are 
specially backward. 1 have noticed, Sir, that in the villages which are 
inhabited by cobblers there is not a single primary school, or if there is a 
school it is located far from the area which is inhabited by these people, with 
the result that no primary education is being imparted to them. This is the 
condition, Sir, in ureas of my district, which are inhabited by cobblers. I 
would like to draw the special attention of Government to the condition of 
these cobblers. They require not only general education but also technical 
education. I do not know, Sir, whether you are aware that during the last 
famine about 50 per cent, of the the people have died. Not only cobblers but I 
also speak of the fisherman class of my district, and that is, I believe, the 
condition throughout the province. I have seen, Sir, that in areas which 
are inhabited by illiterate people Government help does not reach them. It 
is only non-otlicial help whit'll they get. 75 per cent, of the fisherman class 
have died out of starvation. There is no provision for them. I submit, Sir, 
that this class requires special treatment at the hands of Government. Then, 
Sir, it is said that in the year 1943-44 under the head “Stipends to Pupils” 
a magnificent sum of Us. 92,000 has been spent; under the head “(Jrants- 
in-nid” a sum of Rs. 1,37,000 has been spent ; while under the head “Scholar- 
ships ’ not a single pice was spent. Theie was no expenditure of even a 
single pice under the head “Scholarships” in the year 1942-43 also. In the 
year 1944-45 the amount provided for these people is Rs. 18,000 only; under 
“Grants-iu-aid” Rs. 2,95,249; and under “Stipends to Pupils” Rs. 1,70,980. 
These are insignificant amounts. 1 hope you are aware, Sir, that a portion 
of the umouut is allotted for constructing separate hostels for scheduled 
castes. This is a thing, Sir, which 1 deplore very much. In my opinion 
there should not be any separate hostels for scheduled caste Hindus. There 
should be hostels and messes for all Hindus and the Scheduled Caste people 
should be allowed to live in the same hostels as the other Hindus. If any- 
body objected to it, they should not be allowed to live there. Of course we 
cannot expect anything better from a political party which is in power today, 
whose policy is to divide and stay and not divide and quit. They want to 
create a division amnnp the Hindus themselves. Not nnlv that Hut tkev 
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want the continuance of British power. So long it was a policy of divide 
and quit, but we find that the present policy is to divide and stay. Sir, 
even today in an article written in the Statesman the same policy of the 
Muslim League party has been advocated, namely, the policy of division 
and continuance of British rule. So. Sir, this is a matter to which I draw 
the attention of Government first of all. 

Then, Sir, I would like to speak on the general policy of education. 
What is the amount that has been budgeted forP It is IN. 1,82,73,000 
under the head “Education-— General” — Education for six crores of people. 
1 submit, Sir, that this amount of tts. 1,82.73,000 is totally insufficient. 
What is the amount spent for this nation-building department? Sir, T 
shull not refer to other countries, but I shall refer to the other provinces 
in India. In Bombay the expenditure per head of the population on this 
nation-building department was IN. 7; in the Punjab it was lbs. 5; in 
Madras it was Us. 3-7; in the U. l\ it was Us. 2-10; and in Bengal it was 
only 10 annas. That was the position, Sir, in 1038-30. It is a regrettable 
state of affairs, and the situation has not improved in any way. On the 
other hand, the situation has probably deteriorated. It is regrettable, Sir, 
that on nation-building department like Education which, I think, is the 
most important of all only a sum of 10 annas per head should be spent, 
because. Sir, without education there cannot be any improvement in sanita- 
tion, without education there cannot he any improvement in agriculture, 
without education there cannot lie any improvement in Public Health. 
Without education, the other nation-building departments cannot he 
improved, and for that education only Us. 1,82,73,000 has been budgeted 
for six crores of people. Out of .six ciores about five crores are illiterate, 
and for these five crores what amount has been budgeted. It is 
Us. 1,82,73,000. If we take it at Us. 2 crores, it comes to 4 annas per head 
annually. If \ou look at the budget provisions. Sir, you will find that 
much of the money is spent on Inspectors and other purposes. There are 
a large number of Inspectors, Deputy Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors, 
Sub-Inspectors. That is the situation, Sir Then if you analyse the situa- 
tion with regard to primary education uni will find a worse state of affairs. 

I shall first draw the attention of Government to the necessity of primary 
education. 1 draw the pointed attention of the Hou'ble Minister in charge 
to the deplorable condition of huts and buildings used for primary schools. 

1 do not know. Mr Speaker. Sir, if you are aware but if you go to the 
village-. \ou will find that most of the primary school buildings have gone 
out of order, and still nothing is being spent on their repair. If the work 
of reconstruction and repair is left to the people in general, I am afraid 
nothing will be done and no reconstruction or repair wmrks will be under- 
taken on account of want of funds. That is the position. When I go to the 
villages I find that the condition of a primary school is now much worse than 
what it was some years buck. It has got no wall, it has got no roof, it has got 
no windows and it has not got even doors. That is the situation now. IIow 
many primary schools are really functioning at the moment? Sir, I do not 
know if you are aware that the primary schools are not functioning and that 
the teachers are poorly paid. According to Mr. Sargent the pay of the 
primary school teacher is worse than the pay of a scavenger. The pay of 
a primary school teacher is Its. H>. Will it be possible for any teacher who 
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draws the magnificent sum of Rs. 16 a month to be able to meet bis expenses, 
especially in view of the very high rise in the prices of all necessaries of 
life? The fact is that the primary school teacher has given up his profession 
and has taken to some other occupation with the result that primary schools 
have practically ceased to exist. I am told by my friend, and it is a fact, 
that even the small pay of Rs. 16 is not regularly paid. In this connection, 
Sir, I draw the attention through you of the House to the deplorable condi- 
tion of the constitution of the District School Boards. In the matter of the 
constitution of these boards nepotism prevails. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: Sir, I want to say a few words 
with regard to secondary schools before I resume my seat and no justice 
can be done to this subject within such a short period. You are fully 
aware that an All-Bengal Teachers’ Day was observed on the 1st of August, 
1643, and on that day there was a meeting in which u resolution was passed 
to the effect that the teachers should he included as members of the essential 
services. The pertinent portion of the resolution reads thus: — “This meet- 
ing of the teachers and persons interested in education urges on the Govern- 
ment. of Bengal to take immediate steps to support the non-Government 
schools and colleges recognising teachers as members of essential service 
by granting to them dearness allowance and supplying them with foodstuffs 
and standard cloth on the same scale as sanctioned for their own employees 
and also by granting subventions to these institutions for their continued 
existence and proper maintenance”. That was the resolution which was 
passed on the 1st of August, 1643, at the All-Bengal Teachers’ Association. 
The condition of the teachers obtaining on the 1st of August has not 
improved; on the contrary it has deteriorated to a great extent. The All- 
Bengal Teachers’ Association have sent a memorandum to the Government 
of Bengal in which among other things they urged most respectfully that 
Government should be pleased to grant suitable dearness allowance to all 
teachers of Bengal, to make provisions for sale of foodstuffs and clothes 
to them at controlled prices, to sanction capital grants to schools of those 
places that have been badly affected by air raids, by famine, by cyclone and 
by floods and to prepare a scheme for post-war reconstruction. This was 
the memorandum which was sent to the Government of Bengal, to which 
1 draw r the attention of the Hon’hle Minister in charge. I want to know 
to what extent they have given effect to the prayers contained in the 
memorandum submitted by the All-Bengal Teachers’ Association. 

AVith these few words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,82,73,000 for expenditure under the bead “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion about the 
Scheduled Caste education policy of the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Schedule caste education qfOTCfr 

C *T¥ TOTC*! NfcOb'-O* ^ 4* ft W* fcW* 
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J3 

??!w %, fwi ? i? TOrffsr TO u wiwt* ftro, *aoa-8o ?ttw to? to% 

SO 5lWM StTO, M&80-8} TfC? TO? TOlfipT *\0 7W? fctWl I fat? fctWl TOl 

TO's o ?sn? to to? rarff? ^ ww ?twt? fctro i 4? *t? toto wtrs 
3- *rw fctwi to 31 ?r?3 to? srsfipr tot tr? ?Nt? fctro i 

4$?TTe G WW &tTO? TO? TO TO ^ C??i*t 4* fctWt? TOTTOl? TO1 TOT 
?ft <$TO3 3?3 3f5t$ 3*$T? I WtTOTl Wt*?l Wf??tf??t? (71 TO^fS TOj?tT?? 

TO 4$ W< Tlf?3 TOC?, fTO CTO ffatfs? C? 4? TO TOTCWCtf f?CN fwf 

^f?<n TO TO i TOTO :> c^FtfP c^rfcw? wro TO l>fan c*r3TO tot? croft? 
to $■? fctTOi wfron ?i *ft? TO^n c?^?! 3tro cron to ?i i 

4$TO ?#TO ?flPr9^!? WtTOWt? To*? 5*'3?t? TO* 3*KT?3’§ i wfTOFft? CWf 

3ft?? *rc<? to%*r i TO to'ot ^cTO ?? ?ftwri> a ww TOi wftn 
TOTCW, TO ?TCWtf>? ?CTO CWT? Wf?'>tt? CTO TO HI TO G *r* ftW) recurring 
W?1 TOC5 I Wvft ^5 ?WC? } “ *r* ftr?) recurring «?l TOTf^T. (TO frtTOl 
4$ ?<v?? CWNfil C^ftT I <4$ 3TOF 4$ ^ ^ sjfsR 3*ft C? TO8 

to to c^iot. ?sto ^faR'O^ *tr* (Trsfa 3Tftt w?i 4?: cn$f% tffs TOj- 
^prf*t ?i ^TO 3ft?? policy i fTOs ?fa?9^ c? ^ Stwi 

recurring WC?fi?T c R C?t? ?*? (71 CTfa ^vfftV^ cTOttT 3W ftC3 7T?, 4?* 

cTO «rTO (TT!^ tv cTO TOsrd? ri TO i «rrfTO OotS 

^ttsTO ^TO (?rt^ ?ii utrrf^.fuT ^r33i fm 4$ a *r* ft n toto? (7NR i 
7P7? TOF cTO iwfrl frotc^ TO ^1 ST* 51 (?TO ^ TO I 

Sfoipf (71 ?PF Stn cv 3^1 TOf^ TOTT5 T“3?roR ™ 

5t3I at 1 pend c^ff^f I TOF T^TO ’ffSR'O^t CTOTC^R *3 ^*1^3 *9 

3T2fTO^ «f^t, -iJ^* ~t\Prl f*TTO CTOTR, Q ^ff ft*\ C^(7R, W5^ 

ftTO CTO TO<t TO I ^'<5 3 TC3F circular «rtft TO TOCS' (71 

^ bTM ’ 4 ^tuj >t3TO ®R ft’TO 5 * stipend (TTQTn TO I 4$ TOf 

¥TO f% ^TO TO3*TT TO5 ♦TO ^Ttf^T *n I TO (71 TO? CTO? (3^1 

TO^, S f j ft T T »ij^f CTO TO^ (TO (71 t51 ?TO3 ♦TO ^ I ^5'TO/ ^♦H’VTo'^ 

TOf%? Pr’F^r TOtt^cu tW? to to% 4*' '*$ w* ^tfir 
cm f^rR i TOft ^ ^f=rff ^nTO gi^o i?W? scheme 

Government ’-q Director of Public Inatructionij^ TOC*? ♦ftf^TTCSR I TO fcl4lfrl 

^T?T5 ^ T’3^n ’TTOi ^fTO Assembly C3 tf*J TO STT TS’fTO S^? C W '3^TI 7TJ Oft*T 
scheme TO, cTOTO ^tTOl ?T? TOS ^ I 31 St^H '4^ CTO (TTfCTO 
PfTO^ TOTH CTO ^TOl scheme ',t3 c fCTO 6 ft? TOF ^ TO? CTO? TO? "I 
v f tTO3 ♦TO ?1, f?ClV3: TR TOTO? rtTO? StTO ?7? ? F finn Special 

Officers appoint TOTOR, f?f3^ fTOC^t? TO? ?TOT? scheme TO? TO I 
s t um gtTO ? scheme TOHF f?fej f?3tC^t? CTO? &I41? ^btC? 

TOW ?T5?f ?1 I Irrigation 4?* Agriculture f?otC^t WWW 

scheme ♦fc^ WtC^ I TO^CW Assemblyc3 ?4? Vvwwsw, Gl>0 WW t!TO 
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TOTO? TO ?1 Sci 9?? TOTI TX CTOf? scheme TO$ I <4^1 <3TO&1 fTOSjTO TOtfV 
^ TO TOT RC9 TO TO I Scheme ?*TO *’Rf TO'R f?R I 

Scheme <BT5tR C*f*f '<3 WTf9*fTO5TO? TOfTO TO TOT? Rt? TO«f TOWC9 *ftR TO I 

TOT (Xftvtfe 'Tz TOTR R * ” TOW £tWl recurring expense <T WR- 

f^«T t to Rtfl? ctoir? f*twfa TOrw "wfe tottoi, <*iw fro? wro ^1 wt? fwg$“ 

^nr, Rt iTOWffrt’a TO? 5"? TO$, 9 TO? <& R G TOW iTOWI non-recurring ?T 5llC^ 

wtft hi m w 8 fw w£r i 

9t?*fa Education Department^ Schedule Caste c^ftRRT ER#t* TOD I 
TORT :>af£ ttwfl CTO3TO WTO Service Ratio Ruleu) TOWCTO3, 9TO?'tTO9 : g* 

Wtf9R 91 orm 9TT TO I 4* faotrt FRffa WTOT Panel WT TIT | 

Sub-Inspector, Teacher *fof% l5R?fa WTO WTO^ Panel WTO FX, 9TO? 9TO*ftTO- 

s’s* wife* ctotr? to? fac 9 to£t rto frr?ta>, w foroR? wfircro? wtw 49 croft 

RC^ TO R 9TO? ^CTO TO WTO? 5CTO I 9tTOR ?TO? 9TOOTO9'5 s Wtfe? RTO? member 
CWtl WR TOft WR? CTO Schedule Caat©^* candidate r^t ^T TO, 9TO? TOT1 
suitable candidate fesf to | 

Mr, GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Hh. 1,82,73,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Us. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about the failure 
of the Government to introduce free and compulsory primary education in 
all the districts of Bengal. 

Sir, wtW >& Bengal Assembly* *** «\ ?S?R3 TO! 5TOR I 

frof thON ??? *3 cxnr wrorKfacTOf cztiyrt rorf^rro 9 Tr? ?c<fr tort 

** w? wr»jt? ftR%ro? or 9fr tottoi ofd Prwi frost? wrort? 

WTO free and oompulsory primary education *fTO§? WTTt? C5& WTR? I 9t?TO? 
WTOl!TO?tTOr STO education cess frTOR fctwt?ff9 *f*t& TOT. cess *<n 5RC1 I 
TOTO TOTOfiR O "■ TOT m> wfaTOTT } ~ TOT f?R TOR I fVs WtTCTO TO- 
TtTOtTO TO9 TT^S TO9 I 91 TSC3 T*T C?C*^ T^? TOT TOt^ tft^rTft 

ft^tf ^ ^ 1 Assembly C 9 Education (’ess Bill TO TO 1 771 

9TO TOR TOT TRf^TO R R TOT^S T Primary ft^l compulsory ^R 
R TOrS TOTTOCTO cess R 3TO (TO RTf^TOl I TOT f^C 9 ^ 4$ tax 
TO'^T TOC9 TOfit T! I TOT tax ftc 9 *p#> TO'3 Rl*> f^C9 Twt 

4$ tax^J* benefit TOTtTO'T TO I 

TOT Wtft TTO TOTWt 'SfW^ RTO 9FT W frTO T%9 TOR T, 
C*lTOT TOT 9tT 9tR^ ^TO TOR fVg advantage faR TOCTO j <7it- 

TOT TOTffTO iJRTTOT:^ STOr TOTO9 t ^R TO^TR TPTJ1 TO ^R 99^R « 

TOTO3T*! ftroro rr Pn fro* tot <to TOitR to i ttoj to:to ri TO%- 

TO«? TOR RCTOl 9?^ TOOSR 9tTOT RTOTO primary school^* $T3 

TO<rt* S^rfrf9 ^rcro rttos a to, crotTO^ 9 nr cm® to? i toto ^ toto 

firf9? WTO WTOTtTOTR TO#t, TOW TOW ^5<OT^CW® TOJt TOTO9 TO? I WlW TOR 
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<?fc4f totowcw f*fto wro ^Tcrc^ ws Stott TOrai stror toiw 

&(M TOT 3TO1 TO 41 ?mi $ff| WilW I TOT CW\ TO American f5W?i 

no to, no to *w trie's aa to frto ^ i Tftwi crct* w:*n 

*f3TOl *5 ~ TO I 

4lt^(.fc CR^TCo *fft (W# CWfffi fctTO Deficit Budget TOl TOCSf I Rfa- 
TQ^Tt «C^*f trwl«rfl« ^5 CR&tTO TOT 4% Deficit Budget TOl TOt$ I WtfR 
fw^n WiC5 5ft TOTttJ *5TR TOT ?fif CWtfr CTTffi iRTO Deficit Budget TOl TO 
$CR RftTO TORtTOC®fa f*fTfa CRT TOG fcTTO Defioit Budget TOl RtCR 

^ cto i 3t**n cpcto tor;^ *rf? firs? toi to <sc? ^w*n ftro tot$ to 
towtori R;*fTT?r cwfl 41 : torito^ x3 jpjto f»rTO *r*5tR*t? i 

"To RfSTC'QRt 4WT>1 TOl TO? ^TtRR R #n «?H*rST, to CTO«f toCW '4ffa 

toft wii tow str rt I tor *Rto c?v,t ^ *tttoTTO rIr wts^tRft 
TORtTORCW fafatS TOl *TO R1 \ 41 TOT RtTWCfr IRW1 grant WTO5 TO I 

4f?CW RflTCS^fa CTO RRCRN WfC^ To fa*;tR wfl Rl I Wtfa WTO3 5ft Primary 
tol ^RTOtCRR *tT?$ tot? tJTTOr% I Caste fiPTO* TOT f-ffwtSR R;RT1 CWfi 1 
<W StOT CTO CTOTTO f*TTO TOTI 3TR1 WTO WttR I W$TO Rfa?^ free 
compulsory primary education *pT5R TOCR TO C TO CWtl benefited TO 
Muslim Community. Primary ftTO TOT grant TOf^T >*80-8 8 TOR 
0 TOF CO TOT? fctWl I TO >*88-8G RtCR 0 WW 00 TOR? fcfWI ; TO> 
fctWfO TO© Rft I ©TRTO Budget listij c?*i TO night school 4 ?; 
TOfTOTO tff%StCTO TOT 4W$\ fetwt'3 <fRl 7R Rft I TO^nr Madrassa totR 
*S5 <t©TR* TOT CTO grant Rft I ^3 R ?f©W TOC^ TO TO TO- 

^TtTOr«f facwm ^f 6 tcTOc < f^ TOwft wro TO^r ri ^rm croDf^r =ft ^w fw 
to fro to 1 ^'t'cRc 6 ^ *f¥ cto ^ C5h ri ?r 'stto TOi fajcsft 

TO TO^r R1 I TO 4W&] ^rTO W'4l Officer^i Dearness Allowance aiR; 

Ration TOW^T to tfftRTft ^t#T flTOR^ TOT CWT^ TOTI W3J 7T Rft I 

TO 1 ?^ cw^ ^ ^0\ yftc5 &rwi 1 totto ^go\InOO\ &twi tor r*to 

pp/ft R1 C^ft TOTO toWR^ fw tpfTR 5to I 4$ fTO TOTR-iT 

TOTRTR CR*tl TO R1 I 
Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : 'Rtft 3TO — 

Mr. 8PEAKER : WtTO CRWWTW RTTO TOTft CWR^l move cTO C SR ? 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,82.73,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education General” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move to raise a discussion about the failure of Government 
to introduce the Koran class in primary education, cTOt^f Rftw RRCf $ti?ft 

?jto S^tTO wtof^ 1 wtft gTO wfrofr — TO^hr rttoc^t trrtto ritor 

tol *OTr TO-RTO To? ^.tr^.^O.OOOv fetWl 3ftC5 ^00\ &fWT Fftft Wit iiw, >& 
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^pjrfa ^r«r h^fhih hkhi HHTfT ftp %p * r hh^mm c^FfaM 

ft-rf* mw H"i< stch i ^iforc? stoh ftrstfire 

^hichtfhi ^ 

-'Thm hct^th -Htft ^htch ch srfcfr *pgtn $Hm sm* Swfr 

^ch hshth Tf'ofl hhhih nrstHH c^faw f*r*Ffa hjh?i hi 

^ tf^«f hhhhth ^prtr^r^r <re fwr ch htW 3 nliSrecs ch* ft-ft ^HttntFn 

4* *ffaHOT HHC* I ^HWHCHS *[f3 TtftCHH HfrHfre Arabic 

quotation, j£x }ydj ft) ) V1/ ^ ^ \y& if^JLJ) ^Rjlu* !)/• 

‘Vsmwr c^hchc^h hhh hhh *\ hshh stcH— ^ *$re* ’smfWnF Htntw 

^rf^ro htchh *ftcV ’ mtft'tF? aim ntHtw fHHWn h^tch hhh 

m >o hwh zfa i W5H *m strs ^pri ntn trftHtft *tH cs^tftttHW chhhn 

"tft’F nft hi 9 f^f*r th < 3 ch smcHH tTT5 ft^r* **re *ttrH hi i hhh ntfen c^tcn 

CSCHH1 a CHTHN f*m HffHl, CHtBH HtHftWH HTHY1 nfttH *F1 WHHtT-S I CH*- 
^HT t[t*HtHT %rt CHtHH fHHHH H7HY1 HI 7'3HfH 'HtHttHH HHHHfH HHllTHH ftr*lH 
’jpfij 3*C3C$ I 

hhh ^ttfVrr^t Hfeoi r*Ht% — $hh •nmi Ht*n T%rfeHrn — 

HtHI OT*fH HCHT HCSH CHt^ fttfl -ftH'T ^TS\ TfHHtCS 'SttHOT CH* HHHtH 

^t VHft nftCHH 1HHCH HHHHtHCHH PWH HTO ^TSZ: S^jfSHHT HTHYl 

s^ch i im "sttst •®rmi fHHM r*nfft i 'sth hthh ijt fro 

ft^ 'tRtrrPn; i ch^tht Htrni art hhhTh Tfm 
Ht^iT ^HHH THOT CHt^t Ht^Rlte I HHHk CH^l ft: ft^Jl 

ftlHI ♦ CH? ftHl ^tftHt HI Htftr ^ HftHtW HHHM tfTtf*^ 

7^HTTT5 — ^5t71 CHftcH HHHHtH HHt^CH 7 Ht v f! H5 TftT3 5TT I CH^ftTH ^sftjT^H 

HT5F HftrfH^ot^ fm CHot^tH cm m TftC3 ^ttTHH HI 4*: HHHHtH 

HHCTH 'iJTHtU CH31 HftfHI ftc^C^F CHTHHl ^ftHl CH5tH CH ft^p HtTTH ftft Ht^Hl 

ftfrnft Hftrn ftntH nr^n ^ttCHH hi, ch^ch cm m nftrcn 

CH^tH CH “-nmi ^ftftrtH “H^H HHHHtH HHtTSTH &^fs '3 <CTH S^ft5 

5fftn I CH’ftTH Htfft' CH HFt^tor ‘^, ^ ^tcw HI f%fanft^ \5t^n 

5tc^5 Ht'Hl ; Fftm ^tft «HttC5f5 — 

‘‘^F s*? ^rtSH. ftnP 'Hftflft HHHHtHCHH «\T* ^ ftu ^tHPHH 

ftn vUH: ^tHtHI ftHtH^pffa HFCWTH 'HH^tH HftHI ^HlfsfCHH ^HtHC’H 

^H1 HftHtr^H I ftp? ^JHft ilH^) TfH ^tHl ^ff^HtC^ CH CH^ 

^TtHCHH HfHSH S*tf T5 ^'SHtH HH^f ftHt^ Hf% HtHH 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir How 
h that relevant to the subjeet-matter, viz., teaching of Quoran in primary 
school? 

Mr. SPEAKER : CHfaff HtCFH <^FtHt*f PhFtH H¥TS H^OTH — CH fa’ftH 

HttCH ftf HHTHH HI I 
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Maulvi ABOUR RAZZAK : C51 ^ j (Some members : 

CS\ 4ft m\ f-TO l 4&ITC fiiTtt fiW* 

fiTOSfef^i (The member again began to read from the paper) >;& sfafciT 

®*ffT3 5‘'37Tft' <t +C*f$ 77!f SfC 1 ^ ^f% 

Mr. SPEAKER : •rcV'to® f % TOCS 71 TOC^ <7fft 4*tfR TO 71 I 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : ^ <rfirc5f$ Sir, (T&fr artft 4$ froO vfft 
^f?PP1 7TO finn *rfrf to^TTO? to ^TWOT 77 7 7t 7C* 7 

to ft'vt?, c^Ff^rt c t firro fir tjws ststcw 7tft ct$1?i Tfirrofs i 

Mr. SPEAKER : TC 1 *^ f% 7^71 7Cfr:$ 71 7Cte <7T firm 7TO 

fipf 71$ ; vfi^ttc 5 ? f% y£ti cYttte? ^^ffi? cn tto m *ttt*7 i 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Js not 
the honourable member entitled to refer to a certain written extract in 
order to illustrate his point not only with respect to what is not being done 
here but also to give a comparative estimate with regard to other provinces Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not asking him not to state anything whatsoever 
with regard to education in Lucknow or anywhere else, but I want to say 
that it must be relevant to the matter under discussion. 

Maulvi MD. ISRAIL: Oil a point of order. Sir. (’an he waste the time 
of the House in this way? 

Mr. SPEAKER : 7TC$C<7 57? <517 TOl Tit, >Q? otfTOTT 

o$tc<r Tt'Tta 777 i 

Mr. MD. ISRAIL : ?fi>S7 i$tfiru7 7HM 7TO fir 

toc$, cnt ?Mzi ttcs sftrer i 7ftn tocw ’ifirSCTr vn^ fro, 

iffirs fir toe? ti toc$ tto ct? fimfci firafe gtf smgr , to 
TOtc** tott&t fim toi— * tt7i cro* fit^i i oti\ tp^ffir? cTOstfl 
CTO, 71 ^SfiToKfirffr CTO, C^ffr 7tTO “5ft TTHftTft fifTO firo fic*N 

CTO CTtTM fifTI TTOit TfirCS 5tfiTffer<?R I Tfi CTtTH 7 r <fl$ 71 Education 
CTO TFT! 57. CTfrl TC^OT CTO. f*ffT7 C5ftF, ?1 'ofTOCfo 7TtC77 C5ftF, 77T5 
'SlNfW CT l 7 ? TtTl 7t£ I fin TOk*7 stlCTfbT fitTOft TOP (7 71>7t7 CTlT relevancy 
Ttt <71 7i?7! TOI (M^ TO7 fir 71 4 TOf ^tfi ruling | 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^f*f7ft point of order hypothetical. point of 

orders Tfi 47n>1 ruling — '5tTO fro iJT&) 0*\r% point of 

order I Gfnrft ^Ttcr^, TtWT rro — fifTH (7lt?1 

I^FT3 5W5» *71 OftC* J ^ r tf CQ C'tT-TTTST 5T7C5', <t7^TI C*fC*T 3 C 7 ^ 1 ^Pf-T 

3T3 THfir 7 TO ^757, 4^ grt^j ^fir ^ 

^ c 7 ^ 4^7 tfW^T to *n i ^^fit c^rfci res v f^c 3 tthpr ; n, 

fropr 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : -nfi srfirrtf^ CTfirH film vmt ^rf^tw 
57 1 ^ TTST 57 I CTOtTO TT^nt ?T^t*7 ifCTS 7 ^ | fipfpf 

■fffirs c^f^t fc t 5tc^ 1 cnfri cn*t hr ^ i first? 



28 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[13th Mabch, 


^ 'RpRFt? ^TCS> I *rfa] Indians 
tJ’TSFTR <CT* CTR C^ft<Wt«T CTO*h ^ffiPFR , ®rtC^ I 

*rtft <ytfrs TOi OTT3 Prai <rfmfr c*t 4W^ tftot* *<*T* <?# Pnn 
lt*1 rtTOT?— ^rfft (7T$tl C^tfrTO 5tfrT5fs?l 

(TT^BRT — 

Mr. SPEAKER : i^fafft *rfC5R <*i*R gt5i c $ cw c'fre — i<j*R 
To] ftfafc to "ft^c^i 

(The House was adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : a offoff f*rR? *ffror T 3rtl^*^'7£TF : R i*Rc*t 

*rtrt sprsRT^H ^*R ^^r ?p?r*t *rfat^n ^ Pct< i *rt cgs\*\ 

*rt*ri &hh c<R^**tfTO^pf wjwz if$v\ gw tPtcjcsr < 7 ^ 

PrR>C3 tfC*} fTORfafc <HT fc T — 

Mr. 8PEAKER : oft^ 5 dCt firc, ^ WCST 

<4 sr 7 rT 3 r src*fr <rt*«fi cvt*R tt^rRck^ ctRH f*[^R c^fT*t ^$fi i 

t; T m^l> w 'q&i i 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : ^ cWW f*TW TOi ^1 r’OTtrsfr ^t r r Ror 

HTftftf v !^f TTRtS T^VtC^ I SfR-.ftH ^yRtTOl ^tT'TR ^TC'R vtR (i\ 

srfir m5r ^fsrrR tRi fVs "^rr^ri ^t'^rt^ ^to^rttr c<frr *t<t<f 

<rrr ™ wen •nc’R ^ <3m? tot strtm snr i r ^m- 

m cron fa: farp 4 *sr SfccfWTtv crr i fsfa cr rsn r^tcsr «r ^=r 

^fl | (Dr. Abdul Motalkb Malik : jx^raonal attacks c^tj v ) c^ SRlfr 

srfw’'3 fsfa Wl Indian STTO^v^T CTO1 *tOri facsrFF STtfiR ^rr^__f^ 
WRRtVf fa*TR *ffl VP RCV'ta TO ^71 TOTCE— fgpT (TT^RR Ptbf stCTJ zt<\) 

fW *ftfirc*R ?n,— 

Mr. SPEAKER : f*f^ jQ^ '3ci sn | isrfv^^ 

sn T^TT ^ 3 d% T ST2R ^ ^vf| Tafa ^ | 

Maulvi ABDUL RAZZAK : Sir, spn Prfro ^rtftR rcTOR 

$m str erm^t tc^tt c^<r srmcsR ^‘<n? ^rcs f%f^ ^ i ^ 

rf^m, ^psr ^t »mrBR fiprn n c^t^tc^ ?Wi ^trsi str 

sys RlCT »pt i gj srfl wpnitv ^/faR <?it 

T^T] T?n ^C^5 *ttf%CT ^1 , cn ^ srfiTO C^fC^ 3Tt<l CV'Stf] | ^ 4P?Ff , 
C^rt«t f^PT I tffre’R TMTt'3 ^ STTfr^r I <Rt (Tmt 6 ! 

ftm f%cn ^rrmrt rtrocss, r^rn <rc^ ^hpto c^vn *t tRpt 

<^lt< C¥H *rf^ I (From the opposition benches ; 

I ) 

Mr. SPEAKER : om oiPrft wr, , ®rtf? m<n Prfe ^ i 

1 Pf^l W1 frw* Rtf ?^C5C5> Rt^tPf g^pr 

c^ ojf O*0¥ Pff tffl roduce ^ c^F l CT=r ^ — TO<a*l> gl^ff^c 
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pffftS C¥fat*f introduce tor ^ 1 (7T$ft TOT OT7T, (7T$ TflJOT 

TOfft 4¥ft reduction motion fTOOT I TMf% 4C3 C¥*t«t ("WS 
TKtlTTO T 5 *! **T05 *ttOT I VtU5 ¥!*Rtt¥ C¥$ TKl ftCTO «fl I fal 
“T Z ¥ 4$ TOTC$, *1 TyT 4$ TO *Tt$ ” 4 TTO5 *ftOT ?T1 I TMft T*TOT 

— ^ mt i yc^n n 4ft ctoot ^n. Tin Sfas, ^ cttc^t wtt ¥«fi 

OT? 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : ^rtf=T3 <731 Sir, Tf%T3f^ I 4$ 

^nft ? iffcsR CT31 '3 CTWW TOT fan , (Tit fatfOT *Rl faff* *flt¥ ¥1 T$Ttr? I 
<71$ fatfOT TO* TTO *ttTOl *1 <7R> Sir ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : <?\ to* fas* TOTOT, TO TOR TO I 

Mautvi ABDUR RAZZAK : cTOW fa*i ^ r$VtC3 TOTOOT <fOT <R TOfo 
'TO «rjr?$ Ttft f^csfarR i -Tt^n tor r ^ v ft tt TO* i 4TTO 
^Ry StT*fT T$^ TlpTR ^fafS^ fan «?tC'R TO! v tf^5tf^T3 T'3TOf 4*(tH 

•3fpftl7 rj T T TcRR F R TPR T1 TOCTO CTR TOH TO I 4$SR7 *fl*TO yOTR- 

OT T 3 V 1 Sfa 5 4CTO*I ot fan VTl TOT I TORI 4$ fan TOfOT 

t(f5TR Tfa I TOTOT (TOWffare District Boards? nomination >Rtf ?it^R0 

afa'tfaTO ^*itoi fanOT cto far. otto? tos faittflt ^ nr, TO 
ilTOT C$Z*1 OT tjT’S ^’OTRTfan CSt^Tt 3 ! CTfaH faTO TOTTI T3R, TO$ 
OT vRR TTO TOTO TOTY1 fan SOT I 

Mr. SHAH SYED GO LAM SARWAR HOSAINl : Mr. Speaker, Sir, cTOrft 

a®T 3 fW toot ^[NPtt enrol to 5 r errors Tfarj # 'i^ c f cro^ftf 

•JTTTSl 7 W.% ^srtTT^rft^TT’d (71 ?gTTO ^[TOT 4CdCS' , f (TT^d C^f^PTC^’o 4?7T3f«iPl '3^1^! 

*\r* < 7 ^ rpm* ^'r -mft ^V^fi S*tPf r s» TfTO st$i csr>rft 

^ftTR CTRM "STotR Rl^K’H \ *t Pi 3 ^TTTRT T v fl ’tlww 
fap»OT OTRR Cb^l CTtROT, fa^ 4^ 'ifalR 3 ! 'to fc I ^Itffc ^ TRTSR ^TOH 
Tt<tf^ 3jfef TOT (TiT^Ht J TtCT ; T faR'5tC ,i T Tftft S'Tf’r^ TfTC'5 v ttCd *T *Tt$ I 
^OTtTR OT^T 3 HT ; tPOTF |OTtR^ f-OTT^ T2, HffR ^4, ^C'R ^4, ^OTtR 3 ! 
#ROT T4 — cOTTCR 4^^ tJTtTT ^’OTtOT *[4 ^W5 

TT’IP Ti, Til. OTfa^ 3 9twtRp£T tfftOTfafl. ^NFH 4C 3TTR 

vffsrc urf^t R OTTCTOT f-TTD ?hn. T5 3 T72R >R 

CTT^ncR T7 7 5W3 fan. ^tOT ^ Tf®3 vftfTOT R$ 

I (7T$ y ^fgRR ^^3 CTt-TtCR f*fT TTO ^C^fT&'TH TO Swftd 
TTC5 ’ttR ^ I ?ft TO, TO <71 ^’OTR <OT f^<R TO, ‘6tMC-f 
Tt$T5 OT (Dr. Abdul Motalab Malik : ^ jr ¥tOT =TRC^) I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4$ 3Tt:?n C’fOT VPfl S’R falft *m ^ 

^TT5 4$ ¥5 ^WOT ♦tfTO ^TR I M ^ CTRlfafR 

TfiPTol CYC«tf$, ^5RTO (TTft CTO ftfas ^fiPTol CTOffij, Wtf 4^f 

^t ^farsi Rffe i 4$ «6 *r ^rfar^t? Ttror OTn*f faff? !jfii ft 
^hot wi ftrtf ^ faroa T?OTfa3 ot*i ^tr$ m$i crotw csffOT ftOT 
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PR — CQ <5^1*1 ^rfiPPSt? ’TTP VWlHCrt Pl^b ?hFI ftc-N3fc< 
&jfer to, 4 ^; Pr*i-*fhr ifaf etc? ymfa 

VRT ft? 1 fto* 4^fo 5p=T scheme g*tfa3 TO I ft$ ’afRtTO <7f ^Hl- 
^57PT1 TO£$ I =E2R scheme C3 1 TOR Primary 

Prim tot o?r*H Prro *fcrs fop ?rfr i crow ^ qr^rtfl 

Pwro toh Sfts, ^r«<r«rt T3*$f% Prfro ^mffrPrai 

3TC*ffa$ ft* old scheme junior srtHW*, OTOtPhn '3 $tr«?ftm Madrassa^ 

«rt c?ft dittos ?cm ^ tr s ^tori ?feu5C ^ ; Rtfa fir^Pn 
TOTOS ft^IRpTO, *fP C?t * f STO H. E. *sf vftc^, ft* *tP 3R 5tP*tt? , t 
^3TSfa M. E. VTI <TO 3R H. E. ^ STO ft TO ? ^tU *TO <7Ft«mi ? 
C3% 4* ^Ffl3ft or 43 aft ^c^rsr 3tt3 gtar OTMfirfo srt ^;an H. E. 
%? I ^ ^59ft Yl-?cm ^ tt?C^ ^f%Tt31 University ft F?rc3 < 1^3 1 ? 
fc? (7f$ *?1 C*ft$TC3 old scheme junior TORI , ^C?\m\ 'S OJfatPtol TOPfl m *ttfTO 
old scheme g53 ft^l-CTOT ^’RtPnil ?tHPTlU Stir CTM S^C3 ? 

WRT V? rTrvi q-JtfH yft vrr^i ^tr^T ftft^ ?fTO old scheme senior 
^TtHtnlH 4 '-tv5 c t^r=T t l? r£c3 *TlM'*n CH’STO TOY1 ?CW I 3t* 4$“ TK^H $«JpR ®RT 
T&TO Pt^iRtft c?ft ($h ?m ?ff \ mm t>ptto mm* cmsRj 3R ftFk 

*335 | Senior TOP Tt? ^*T1 *!R* ^fcpd ft* ^STO ^fsRSsff 

TOtm ft^H mmcro cn ^c^rr^r 31 tremro* 35TO 1 

T«fi 4^ c^r s?H ^3 «r5 ft 1 ^ ^;*n Pr3 

^rtTrsr, vfo tTT 5 c^fTtc 4 *^ ft^i, Pr^i, ^hm ^ ^tre^ & 

^'ttc?i 5 T ^3 wii chtc^r ^rrc=r, 4^: sStc^^r ^rre^ c^n c oc* ^ro, (?^ ^rc^rr ^?r? 
3t*n 'dl^bTT ^dT5 ^ttTO^T ^1 I C?Wt 3 TtPn Tt^^tf3 '3 

’jvf^ ire?, yrsnttTO i ^^3 r^c^r 3 

31^ oft'W ?-^C3 *jjd ^«n C*TC3 *ttci ^1 I 

Sir, TTtSfC^ through f»03 ft^l-’TftTO ^bTtfe — ftf^T 

^vn «rt3 ^<T5 m ac* m ^\^ct rn:*sFftqi mspn, 

^ old scheme junior ^t^t^rt^r ^TtrfT^T? | Assistant Director 

for Mahomedan Eduoation^^ ^Tt Ut ^hfftC4' ^“C 7 ? CT'S’d 

TV 31 ^t\^l Muslim education^ ^TtC 3 ! f%3tT^t *f 13 ^ Assistant Inspectors 

^rniciH 3trtw? sri tss staff i 4^3ta 5rm ^Gi^fS ^ftrtr^ srt 

^'r4c3R ^n TCir 3 ^aft Pm c^rt fer^i 

Pt-srR ^3 *T5 SP3 I 3rrc^ m:5Tf^ ?^RRrpjy ft*5fR S^rf3 ?T31 I ftl 
^P Pr^'T 3*ffC3^ 3C^ mftC^^T ft^s 

srt ft c^f^TR r <35: ftsitm Tfft 3 tm ^^rtPri crmft^i, 

^ft?n ft^n ^rt Tjc^r »rr8twH4 ft $*tf%3 ?esc&* ? 

(A voice : m 3R 3t^ TOft l) ^TlP >RTT mftGl 

pft^ — Bengal AssemblyC3 C^TC^T ^^RtpRJl ft^FW, C?Wt 3 'mC^Rp^ 

3tm Pf^q ^^C3 qtCfl*T. ft^ ^rfp mftni Pfi^ All-Bengal Jamiat Ulema* 
Association *tpTB3 Pfflb <tC3ft '3 ^tT^ftDR fk?C% q<sr ^C'TT^R RR«j 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


31 


1944 .) 

i crow TtftOT Pt'TOfas TO-fafirfa, 'TOi-faj, TO-^rtm c*ttfOT 
c^, acroPrei 's rwr— 1 srn^nr war wrro* sr* ttPrra *hot «n i nfrn 
's ’srvrOT riot <fapR ^t?TOT tto ^ftot roiop i 4$ 

§C5$OT «TC7 *TfOT 7TO *tfa*OT f%TO 'Q work 77OT, ^flTOtOT 
3lC3 OTf&OT W31t TO TOTOT T3T '3 <p|, 4ft*R WCW* (R^Tf 

CTO°TO, 4TO CTOt^OT TS -ffa? 1T$X5 ^5 TO?, W$ TOSpF '$ *!CTO* 
CT^T ffafa Tfoll *tt<7 3$OT 71 I Rtft challenge faft$ SRTOROT TOT 
■ftfacs *ff3faf ^<r TOi TOf <ritoT7 srTOROT qvp 1 ( Noiw 

and interruption. ) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time is up. 

(Mr. Shah Syed Golam Sarwar Ilosaini then resumed his seat and several 
members from both sides of the House rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 1 find there are other motions yet to be 
moved and I shall take them up first. 

8|. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 

demand of Rs. 1,82,73,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion to raise a discussion about inadequacy of grants 
U> Sanskrit tols. 

cro $'zw toot toc*i mfarfw »faOT to tot Pfai ^ mv$ 
sitiy i '5 Rc t 5 7 -r 5 r t tt r ?t T 5 to c^uf *Rtf fam *rfc*rf ttth far 

QWOT fe* fro. *31 %T *fOT W I fal TObttfT CTO fam fal *ITO¥ I 
m totiw fro* #ti imiOT fart c^rc^p cnfe wot to" ^Rt 2 r i fas 
$R3to£ m swot w fan wy st k nro fan c^sc^ tqsTOttTO 73 PrTOts 

T-fax-i i r -sr^mwOT cTO 6 f yRra xro -c^ i toot 

Ptti 5X5 4C7far xsfa ti £.;cw to* to? 37 i to? rro to to 

TObt3T BrffM ^31 TOftfa PTTO3OT TOT TO^fTO I fal TOT 

?fft=r toot fan CT 3 C 7 Ppm ^rtfa tprfar TO?, cfrfOT tot i ^ 

<m^pT RtjfaF PfTI 4T, 7RPF XT^TTt'f nfa r 3 wf3=T,* TTRtWiT 

rcjT ^rfrs c 7 # wt' m ^'brjr tfc^fas 

^ ?u i mtOT otf -ii^rs ’fH « cStr^f =rc*fi fwprtn cw mfayx 
mfeC5F ^rfa^l faOT PPFCT OT ?1 I 

wzw* orfrz 

'W*S: c TI WC^/f I ^FCcf *Vj ?X15^ I iTfSPtPs* ’®KC5'?TJ >f -4 IWS t 2JtC 1( ffl 

w ,5«n to i .?n:m 4* rrro c^m farm m toti toc? mi >o zvm 
^ I '4? WOT TOOT fwS 5X3 CTO ^f7 6 t 3f*l ^ # /TO5 mi I 
Pwro^faj - 5 ft 4 *: S^i 

& 7 K* t*4i wi ^ I topti ofar ^ j i?!TO ww 

Wl TOC^ I Wfl TStra TOt9 fwro TOfil *Tf? I fan TO TO^hr ^HtTO 
’Rfa n:^rTm<tr3 < 5 *? cro ^t(% cferxr^ ntrRr crt^r >0 tor iwt *tr toptr 
^ CTO b w ^Rrt I To! fa tprtfas 37 ^ CT faTOf <T7 4T? Xrffa^ 

?ffe <!MT 9 an 5NT7BM 3T3H rre g t Ti> •»?» '•^ir^Tfc'^jr >rr4r »-w r g *.- i »' n r r— J f rfr 
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TO (S% 1 TOTS TOMM -R* TOT mc* Aral’s TOtC*M tffTMR WRtCT bt^ I 

*tfMMtR ’Rif 7 RtRR MR7 MTM ftRM ^rttps TO TTO MR TOT ’Rif 

5Rt^ Pr*RT TO *fTO I Tf£ ‘Mtft ^\5< R^R 5 ” MMft RM cfctCMM WFH 4^ *HF 1?Rn 
191 TO 5 $^ I 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : vjl^tft PfTO forc ftcv TORF ^tRTtbMl 5 RC^ I 
ftb'R RTO TOR 1% Rfaft TOMM Cfrr®Vf MtRM R 4^$) cut motion TO 
TOHR TOR ’Mtft tf'R^: TO TOT TOftTO 41 ftTOi ft^j vTtTO Ml I 

f¥ll ‘TTO ftMM foft TO ftfMRM TO *tftMC* TOtCT CbRTO MR TOTR € fl TO 
« rRCS I ftf^T Mft MRl v ffiRR TR fbft fiKW$ MT# TOR, TO Mft Ml MRf 
Wt RtR *TtRR TOT feft MMR *ftU I TR CTOH faTO TO^f l tHR TO* 

TO MR MttTO IftiRT^t f*tTR R CTOH ft^l Mt^ ^31^1 TOMt'3 mTOvbM TOfe I 
TOR MfR 3 R MMRi cut motion f^ | ftr^ cut motion^ ^rtcTOMI tfMRT 
TOCTM 4TOM TOT-TRT CTO R ftld 4TO TOiTOl TOM TR ^TCT RR MTO O’ft 
ip | (A member from the opposition benches : CTO tR itfM ft: TOMft grfc uvf Ml ?) 

Rft C^^t ’TtTOTR r TOT R — ft: ftnj] TOTR-T C'-rfM 'ifSTR 1* TOM 

4MM ft 5- TR TORT3 TOM 4 $ ft } f1 TOf ftMTTO ^ 5RC!? TOR 41*1 ftR TR 
MtC$ MM (TO tffittM RMR TOM TOm tot Mtft Ml I i3^ ^TO TOT^l R>rft 
’TTCSRC-T 4 TOmcM TOCT RCM Mt’Ml CTOR CMt vfb'fWr cJ-TR MR TO — TO"K 
4ft CMM MR TtMCT f*TO M>5 ^'3M1 I frft CTOH *f<?tCMR TO, TR ft TO TO 
RtTO5 RCM RMft WJf> ’RtTOTO TOTOR 3t 3 R TO ^TCR. ft - ? fV*J1 
’TTTOTOF 41 TOMT CSCM 'RMTOT C^M ? TOR ft-fR. Rft M~5»R F|ft ftrij] RCTO. 
Mt’TO Ml TOT 5 M CM CTOr TfCM ftTO *f?R 5175 tft 'R^ffo -TtsT ! (Mr. (’haku 
Chandra Hov : TOR ftfMR CTO r) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, Order. 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : to^M 4$ TOTOTO MCMT TO“SM TO 

MMMtM C$h TOTC^ I R^FTT RTO CWTO ’TtTTOR TOT! TOM1 follow ^CT 
MT^ I fbft CMtM TO M?fC3 ^R%?R R RtMfM fTOl ?TO Ml ,^3M: 

^3^ MfaMQRR , M v RtCMM WMT I TO TOM TfTO ftft ^CMC^iT MfiMM M’T^R 

^tm to ifTOlftT ^m: cto rRbM ft: frop ^m: frft fro i 

Mr. SPEAKER : ’R^rtm SlR RMR ^rt »WR -Rft TORTreTO CMR 1 

Ml, TOT^I Mft MC^'TRR ^ TOCT bR. T Mtft permission RR 1 MJ I 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : MttMl C^C*f ftTO MmR 5 to M^mR cTO TO Mf^ I 
TM 'MTOCM ^MM ftMRM '^Ttft ^MTR MCM Mft I ftMl RMTO MCM 

4 M^SR TO?R CMTR’M 'MMMRTM ftMRR ^RTO fc tl feMF MM I 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^vtfM ^ MMMRt^RSMI MtR Ml I 

Maulana ABDUL AZIZ : fro vfpjrp , ^^CM! R RCM ftm TOT?, 

CM^ CTO^ TO^ I 4 *R TO TOTO TO«R ftroRM ’[t Ml CTOM 4 TOTO 

5 ^ 3 M 1 I TOT 7 T" 3 W TRM tpoTR MMMtMRM 4 TOTT^ TO SfbT MM, TO TOT TO^ l CMM 
vflMFi^l f^ftftfM 5 R MtR I ftMRT^ RM TOTR TOCf ^RTO, fTO 5 ft fMCW 
5 R ftF TO TOTRfrl TOMM ? TO** TOTRF Ml CTOM fttTOF TO TOM 

csil TOT ! 
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Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : JTSWf% Htm I f*f*i HTOi <R (ftfcT? tf^R 

$*!fV5 5T5C5 Rtf* 'Si hrCh hr 1$ -w farR rc* riRrial rrhs aw* Him 
yftHlft Swr hot crrm pm-r <mi hi «jrr *^p«t <r pW tpsR ^’tfrs 
rotsr (Rfri farRarcr m'H Rnf? i jrft' crr yftHRt Pms tprfH hi «nr ifcrtH 
Sre f*tn jot w f%Ri hptch otMi <rot i h? yRntfl f*w?r «tht hri 
4*.tr»,500\ frRn hh- ; rr hch th ct h&dh ^rf^r 3=?Y rh hi ct chc*r cnto 

ftfrs I ’Stv* *5151 “CHRfStH?" HlSR Yt*tH HR1 I H*tH <RRT$H C«tSfr fltf 
HHRfSR i=R *t^T Hit $*RR*t ffc'CVfksR CH <R*t C*fOT <r*J PfRR Hmi 4CHRHR SRI 
Cfc>Q?Jl | n^Tl CSRtRF CRT C’tRl HtH HTHJH R I 

sr«r rRcr c*ran nm f^nn ^sPr Rhr i HtfrcH Pm Phr w 
* rPrciRH fsiR ?f*r hr M=jn Prr i Rtft 4 Rrf Tfy-fafy faHR w RR‘t 
fVrp JffCTW nTfi HRi yr-t ;fot5h #n rciH "W-j".' HR'n rfe 7% l Rtwpr 
#ftlR HR f=TCH HRS HTHIR HHRTT 5H «tt«f fnR HRR Cb«! TCB5- I HRFR1 
•tTPsh PRri fVji HfcrcR ysR jr; sR Scot tcw> ch r.<rn chr-t tPj 

HHHHR HRR <t5C5 HI ytCH I PfVR R ypT3 H1R PlC 5 ! ITS WJ ajRS HH , 

» I 

fetTi *fftu scvj ^rfra to iir cntftr^t w to 

'MAT I fm ^'TM r^-'T TO* ^ffau W TO v tt : l( s tt*Tl 

fVfr^TO ??t^T rrjrfppr i ^ f^rn ^ ^ 

f^£ T=n c*rc*5 *n i yf*j' farter ^r *nc^ ^i i 

■^rfa 

■mft *rfar*m wrj i f»TiT-t|x^Tfi IVf-w m ^ 

irripf CT^r ‘‘WM I ^JT«Tf>rr c&^n r*f*^i c^tC^^T rlmirman 

iJTS^T ciTM c*rn, f#r IjT^njTT R^T^'fl C*H propaganda? 

*~5 -4K* I yfc $*1>?T^1 ~$C& (Mb bZMl>, f*r^tiT "J.Z *tpp | 

*p<* stir wti'T irft, *tt i <w wAy. frrH's ??t?? wtm ^ i 
tp^fr f-w:^ ha (y m rm; \ $a wca ficw ma AtvtJi waaiam 

fcfMA Mb 'WMA | SltAA ATAY\ A it?f I 

^t^trs %i 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Your time* is up. 

Mr. W. C. W0R08W0RTH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this group offers its 
respectful and restrained congratulations to the Hon'hle the Education 
Minister on a budget whose detects, with one great exception, do not leap 
to the eye. It is something at a time like this to preserve the ground won, 
and that has been reasonable done. We can hardly expect the Minister of 
Education in our present conditions to amass resources for an attack on new 
grounds. We have all noticed with pleasure that hist year something could 
be done for the distressed teachers of the Midnapore district. The greater 
omission to which I refer has been already referred to by more than one 
speaker and that is the lack of some special assistance for tew hers this year, 
for teachers in distressed circumstances, in distressed areas, and specially 
teachers of Calcutta. Last week there was a discussion in this House which 
I read with pleasure. I regret I was not here. I was away at Delhi serving, 



34 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[13th March, 


or trying to serve, ray province on an Educational Conference, but I noticed 
there that the Minister said that he had done his best but had not been able 
to get those resources. I only hope and trust that he will be more successful 
this year. 

He told us of a scheme that is being worked out for the relief of teachers 
in general, and we would all say, every group in this House would say, that 
the sooner that scheme is ready, and the sooner he gets money for it, from 
the Finance Minister, the better for the province. I would ask you once 
again to consider the condition of our teachers. In general, in normal times, 
they not only protect our educational system; they make our educational 
system. If they were not there, if they broke down, if they revolted, there 
would be an end to our educational system, and especially to our secondary 
educational system. This year they have been subjected to very great 
privations. Many others fled from the city; some fled so fast and so far and 
carried so many things with them that it w f as reasonable to believe they meant 
to quit if not India, at least Bengal. The teachers stuck to their posts; 
they stuck to their schools, they stuck to the educational system, they have 
thus saved our education. Let us think of them and do whatever we can to 
save them. 1 make* my appeal to the Education Minister and through the 
Education Minister to the Finance Minister, and I would suggest again, as 
I have suggested before, that, iwrents, some of whom have profited by these 
times of distress, should do something to help the teachers. For the teachers 
there is no share in the inflation money, no dearness allowance, no compensa- 
tion for the difficulties of the time; on t lie contrary, there have been 
reductions all round in their small emoluments, reductions of their advantages, 
reductions of their opportunities, and I think that their distress is a charge 
on the general community as well as on Government. 

I would now say a few things of a more general nature. Education is 
prominent today in many countries. In England the war has revealed 
terrible weaknesses in society, terrible weaknesses in education, and it is 
underst(X)d now that they are related as effect and cause. There is thought, 
determination, to give the country something better. We have had fine 
reports, a stimulating White Paper and very recently an Education Bill 
which does offer a beginning of a national system of education, differing in 
parts only in that the needs of younger children differ from the needs of 
older children. In India too we have had a beginning of a share in this 
ferment. In Bengal, we have our Education Bill. I referred last year to 
that fine document, the Sargent Report as we call it, and I refer now to the 
recent, working on and working over of that report by the Central Advisory 
Board of Education in which our own Minister has taken an important part 
and to which he has added an important and valuable note of dissent and 
comment. What I said about the Sargent Report last year did not receive 
much publicity outside this House, I regret to say, chiefly because the one 
paper that I might have persuaded to take note of what I said was not able 
to do so, because of an unfortunate difference of opinion between two Chairs, 
the Speaker’s and the Editor’s, but I would ask the House to consider that 
document which will soon be put on the market, and to consider this later 
report, because they are valuable beginnings of a reconstruction of education. 
We shall soon have an Education Bill before the House, for welcome or 
rejection — I hope the former. But Bills, legislative measures. Ordinances, 
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etc., can give ns only modifications of structures, some change in content, 
in method. They cannot give us that great thing upon which the welfare of 
education depends, the understanding of scope and purpose. The purpose of 
education must be a national one. It must la* worked out by public opinion, 
by discussion through the organs of public discussion, and specially through 
a Legislature. Therefore I trust that when the Education Hill comes before 
us, we shall have opport uni ties of paying attention to very much more than 
just the details of reconstruction put before us then. So, I end by asking 
this question: can we. finding a high common purpose for all classes, master 
our own difficulties, eliminate impeding interests, some of them in our 
conditions and some of them in ourselves made by ourselves, can we conquer 
apathy, get rid of ignorance, and give our children the very best chance of 
developing all the good in them? Because by giving our children, all 
children of all classes, of all ages, the best chance of a good education, we 
are doing the best we can for the country, for the race, for all communities 
in it. The education problem is not a thing by itself. It is part of the 
social problem. The great purpose, the great problem of civilisation is 
this: can we provide a truly civilised education in a truly civilised society? 
Once again, 1 refer to the proposals in the Sargent (/OimniUetVs Report, 
which will call upon India to find before the year 2000 A. I). 020 crores 

ot rupees even year for education. Fan we, with all of India’s wealth, 
develop to that extent? Finally, 1 should quote the words with which this 
lust report, the Central Advisory Board’s comments on the Sargent Report, 
ends. It ends with a Chinese proverb: if you are planning for one year, 
plant grain; if you are planning for ten years, plant trees; if you are 
planning for u hundred years, plant men. That is what we are called upon 
to do. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not 
think I should take too long a time of this House in saying a few words to 
the Ifon’ble the Education Minister. I offer my congratulations to him for 
making a provision ot Rs. 5,00,000 for the education of Scheduled Caste boy# 
in a budget which has provided about two crores of rupees for education in 
general. Sir, I have listened with interest to the complaints lodged by iny 
friend, Mr. Patiram Roy alxnit inefficiency or insufficiency of this grant 
while we are (wiled upon to deal with one-fifth of the total population of this 
province. Sir, education has been admitted to lie something which helps or 
tends to help a young loy to grow up into wise manhood. Taking that to be 
the basic ground of my argument I would appeal to the Iion’ble Minister 
and to the Government just to consider whether about two per cent, of the 
whole m<|0ey is enough for the education of a class of people who are not 
only poor but helpless and educationally backward. Even then in the 
administration of that grant some difficulties have been brought to my notice 
causing very great inconvenience to the boy# of these unfortunate classes. 
Out of this amount some help has been sought to be given to them in various 
ways, Fir S ( of all, it appears that part of the money has to be spent for 
giving some grant to the schools run by Scheduled Caste people. Secondly, 
some of the money has been provided for giving scholarships to them, 
kome amount of the grant lias also been spent for providing for stipends to 
them. Now,, Sir, so far as the distribution of this money is concerned it has 
appeared that while the year is out the schools have not got the money and 
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the boys did not get their scholarships and stipends and therefore it has not 
been possible lor most of these boys to carry on their education. Sir, this 
tfrant has been provided in the budget but, as I have already said, I would 
appeal to the Education Minister to see whether or not this amount can be 
increased. I do not know if the complaint which has been lodged by my 
honourable friend, Mr. Patiram Roy, if at all well-founded that no money 
has been spent for want of schemes. After all, so far as Education is con- 
cerned, 1 am sure it does not require enough of schemes for money to be 
spent in connection with the spread of education among a certain section of 
boys and girls. So far as scholarships are concerned, there have been 
unfortunate happenings in the past. We do not know why is it that the list 
of scholars could not he settled on the results of the final examinations at an 
early date. So far as the results of the Matriculation, and first degree 
examinations are concerned, these are not published in order of merit and we 
do not at once know how individual boys have done in their examinations but 
so far as the Intermediate Examinations are concerned, the University has 
been good enough to publish the results in order of merit and we have always 
been able to find out how the boys have done at the examinations on a perusal 
of the result's as published in the Calcutta Gazette. It has transpired, Sir, 
that in the distribution of scholarships on the results of the Intermediate 
Examinations some of the hoys who were deserving were passed over and when 
this was brought to the notice of the authorities concerned, it took six months 
to correct the mistake. I do not know whether it was intentional or not, but 
if things happen like this, it is not always possible for us to find it out and 
bring it to the notice of the authorities. When there is a rule that meri- 
torious boys should get some pecuniary help as scholarships to which they are 
entitled, and if we find that they arc not being treated in the way in which 
they ought to be, things become very very hopeless for them. In the dis- 
tribution of stipends also my friend has said that some qualification has been 
introduced. That is a very serious matter for if you add a qualification and 
say that If) per cent, of the boys should be entitled to stipends, then the 
matter becomes very serious for the -simple reason that even when a school 
claims that ten boys are poor and meritorious, only one or two will get the 
stipend. On the other hand in another school hoys who are not as poor or as 
meritorious as those in the former, may gef stipends on the percentage basis. 
Both these cases are unfair and unjust. I am sure it is never intended. 
I submit that this state of things should not be allowed to continue and I 
hope the Education Minister will be good enough to see that such things are 
rectified. 

Now, Sir, there is one other matter to which I would refer befoll I finish. 
A few days ago a notice vuts brought to me indicating that in the Dacca 
range a sum of IN. 80 was set apart for granting .stipends to certain boys in a 
particular school and in that particular notice it was mentioned that Re. 1 
would be given to a student of the Scheduled Castes or educationally back- 
ward class for three months, that is to say, that a boy would get five annas 
and four pies per month. If things happen like this, one is constrained to 
remark that there is nothing more ridiculous than that. Once again I appeal 
to the Education Minister to see that the education of Scheduled Caste boys 
is conducted in a way which will be conducive to the proper growth of 
education of those boys. I know that he has much sympathy for the education 
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of the backward classes, but that sympathy would go for nothing unless it is 
translated into action. The time has come when the intention of Govern- 
ment is properly put into shape so that there may not be an occasion for us 
to come forward and ventilate the grievances of the Scheduled Castes on the 
floor of the House. 

With these few words. Sir, I would once again appeal to the Hon’ble the 
Education Minister to see that the Scheduled Castes education is not over- 
looked. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, those who are 
connected with education in this province are well aware how education is 
passing through a crisis almost unprecedented in the history of Bengal, and 
it is a matter of deep regret and disappointment that the Education Budget, 
as presented by the Hon’ble Minister, takes practically no note of the present 
emergency situation. In the first place, Sir, the educational institutions in 
Bengal have been very seriously affected on account of the present economic 
depression in Bengal. Last year when there was bombing and general 
evacuation m Calcutta and elsewhere education became dislocated and it was 
the non-official, non-Government institutions in Bengal — primary, secondary 
and collegiate — which were very severely affected. Schools and colleges had 
to depend — indeed they have to depend now — on the meagre income coming 
from the fees of students. The fees were not forthcoming regularly on 
account of the general economic depression. The result was that the teachers 
who were already poorly paid practically ceased to receive that minimum 
allowance which could keep body ami soul together. Then in the course of 
the last few months, this famine crisis came and the reports which have come 
to us from all parts of the province indicate that unless some step is taken 
at once — not a question of giving doles of a few thousands or even of a few 
lakhs of rupees to selected institutions — but unless there is a general 
programme adopted for helping these educational institutions, I have not the 
least doubt in my mind that education will suffer a loss from which it will not 
recover in Bengal. 

Sir, the Hon ble Minister of Education a few days ago made some sort of 
vague declaration that a big scheme involving an expenditure of about Rs. 60 
lakhs was under the consideration of Government. Last year during budget 
time when there was a united uomand from practically all section# of the 
House that there should be a larger provision of financial aid for non- 
Government institutions, the Minister took the House into bis confidence and 
admitted that although the Education Department had made a recommenda- 
tion, ultimately that recommendation was not accepted by the Government 
as a whole. The House has a right to know what exactly is the position of 
this .scheme .of Rs. 60 lakh#, lias that been merely recommended by the 
Education Department or lias it been accepted by the Government as a part 
and parcel of its educational policy and if 50 lakhs are to hc^ spent on 
education during this emergency period, it is but meet and proper that a 
scheme should be properly devised in consultation with all sections of public 
opinion so that the money may not be mis-spent in any manner whatsoever. 

Sir, it is not merely this present emergency that I am thinking of, but 
am also thinking of the bigger problem of educational reconstruction in 
Bengal. Mr. M-ordsworth. raid that be wanted to congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister on his admirable restraint, but I do not know whether 
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Mr. Wordsworth, if he had spoken in the House of Commons about the 
education budget, would have congratulated any Education Minister in Great 
Britain who would have starved education in the manner in which the present 
Government has done in this province; perhaps Mr. Wordsworth would not 
have the chance of being re-elected to the House of Commons — a chance, of 
course, which does not exist so far as Bengal i9 concerned. 

Now , Sir, I was looking over a small report on education in Great Britain 
which has just arrived, published by the Oxford University Press which, I 
believe, Mr. Wordsw'orth has seen and which refers to the big reconstruction 
in education in Great Britain along w'ith the several other measures some of 
which have been mentioned by Mr. Wordsworth. There the view has been 
put forward that the Minister of Education in Great Britain should occupy a 
position in the Cabinet which is second to none compared to the status of the 
other Cabinet Ministers and so far as funds are concerned for expansion of 
education they should he lavishly made available to the Education Minister 
for helpiug education in every grade starting from University and higher 
technical and right up to the elementary stage. 

Now, here in Bengal educational reconstruction has been delayed and 
postponed for a long, long time. Why that has been done 1 do not w'ish to 
discuss in detail today, but let educational reconstruction be devised in a 
manner which will seek educational reconstruction and not educational 
destruction. What, we want is not merely an improvement in the machinery, 
but wc want that the real purpose of education must l»e served by placing 
abundant grants at the disposal of those self-less persons who are now 
devoting their lives to the cause of education in Bengal. You refer to the 
history of education in any part of the civilised world and you will find that 
there is no parallel from any part of the world wdiere the non-official efforts 
have been so lavish for the spread and expansion of education as in the case 
of Bengal. That was reported by the Saddler Commission, that was reported 
by the Hartog Committee and every educational commission has reported of 
this splendid achievement of the people of Bengal that they have spent 
lavishly on education although the State has not come forward to supplement 
the resources of the non-official bodies and individuals at every opportune 
time. 

Now, here again, if the Uon'ble Minftter desires to put forward any 
scheme for educational reconstruction, this is the time that he has got to do 
80. That has to be done not by merely appointing some committees which 
are constituted on party lines, not by putting A , C and A\ U, 7, in parti- 
cular places because travelling allowances have to be paid to certain 
individuals or certain party men have to be kept in power, hut choose your 
best men who are authorised to speak on education, bring them out and then 
devise a scheme of uplift of education affecting the interests of Hindus and 
Mussalmans and Christians — every Bengalee residing in this province and 
getting the unanimous approval of the people of Bengal as a whole. That 
will be the national education of the type that Mr. Wordsworth is speaking 
of. 

I, therefore, Sir, place before the House in all seriousness these two 
aspects of the problem now’ facing Bengal. One is the emergent problem. 
The patient is dying and unless something is done at once w’ith the least 
possible delay it is no uee your devising big schemes of reconstruction, and 
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that has to be done before the Budget Session closes. We must have a 
definite assurance coming from the Education Minister whether this 
elementary responsibility of any civilized Government to keep the educational 
institutions going which have rendered so useful and splendid services which 
have been spoken so highly of by all sections of the people should be dis- 
charged and whether that educational system will be kept alive by 
contributing the minimum quota from the State fund. Deficit or no deficit 
this money has to come and if the Education Minister finds that he is not in 
a position to carry his colleagues with him, then lie should muster courage 
to place liis definite scheme before the House and the public, and there I am 
sure he will get the support from all sections of the House and also frctm the 
public outside. 

Sir, there i* only one other thing which 1 would refer to before I sit down 
and that is the serious condition of the teachers of primary schools, specially 
in Chittagong, some of whom have recently come to Calcutta and have talked 
to several members of this House. The condition of the teachers there is 
deplorable. Of course, l know, Sir, that the condition of touchers of primary 
and secondary schools is deplorable everywhere, but in Chittagong it has now 
reached a crisis which renders it impossible for them to carry on their daily 
existence even for u month or so and they have come hen* with certain 
specific proposals to' ask for some temporary assistance from Government. 
The same is the position with regard to tola. I do not at all grudg* 1 a liberal 
grant for those special institutions run by Muslims. There should he no 
communal consideration coining into the matter at all. We want that the 
toh and the madrasahs and those other special institutions which have a 
position of their own in the educational system of the province serving as 
they do the special needs of both the great communities should be treated 
equulh Mv friend Sri jut Narendra Nath Das Gupta bus read out eertftin 
extracts which go to show that only a paltry sum of a few thousand rupees 
f have been granted for toJs. I know, Sir, from my own personal knowledge 
that the conditions of these toh are almost precarious and there are a large 
number of distinguished pundits who have practically nothing to fall back 
upon. The doors of private charity being closed they find it impossible to 
carry on their existence. I know, Sir, tiiat the problem is not an easy one, 
hut the situation being so serious affecting the welfare of millions of 
Bengal's population, it is a matter of deep regret that the Hon'ble the 
Education Minister, fur from indicating any line of educational reconstruc- 
tion for future acceptance, has failed to indicate, the line which will save 
education and not deprive Bengal of even the little service that, education 
is rendering to the people of Bengal at this critical juncture, 

Mr, W, C, W0RD8W0RTH: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
May 1 correct a misapprehension ? Dr. Mookerjee seems Up have, heard me 
say that we congratulated the Hon’ble Minister for Education on the strength 
of his budget. What j[ said was that we wished to offer him restrained 
congratulation on the budget and tiiat is something quite different. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMI1UDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the time at 
my disposal is, I think, short (Dr. Namnaksha Sanyaj. : No, no. We are 
not m a hurry) and therefore it will not be possible for me to do justice to 
the demand and to the various criticisms that we have heard from different 
sections of the House. I agree with one thing that has been said from all 
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quarters that the provision in the budget for Education is inadequate. 
Everyone will admit that it is not adequate, but the question is: could we 
do anything more? (Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed: Yes.) Sir, one of my 
friends says “yes”. My honourable friend for 16 months supported a 
Ministry which made no increased provision for secondary and other 
institutions during the time that the Ministry was in office. I do not blame 
that Ministry, but 1 want to open the eyes of honourable members to the 
seriousness of the situation. There is so little money to be had in Bengal 
that they could not, probably in spite of every wish they might entertain, 
provide more money. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I rise, Sir, on a point of explanation. 
1 only wish that the ILon’ble Minister 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Is it a point of order or a point of 
personal explanation, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Huq, is it on a point of order or on a point of 
personal explanation that you are rising? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is on a point of personal explanation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not arise in this connection. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, some of the departments 
of the present Government, when it took office, laboured under one difficulty, 
and the Education Department is one of those departments. The late 
Ministry in their wisdom had to accept a policy of not spending generally 
any money on matters that were not connected with the war or w\ith Civil 
Defence. Therefore we were faced w r ith that situation. "Whenever anything 
had to he done for the so-willed nation-building departments, we were faced 
with that decision of the late Government. I do not say that that decision 
was unwise in the circumstances of the situation, but that was one difficulty 
that we had to labour under. In spite of that, Sir, I think we have done 
something and nothing better could be done. 

So far ns the present budget is concerned, honourable members will see 
that there is an increased provision of Its. ‘2,25,000 for grants-in-uid to 
secondary institutions. (Mr. Sukkndha Natji Biswas: One anna per day!) 
There is an increased provision of Its. 1 lakh for Arts and Science Colleges. 
Again, Sir, there is a provision of Rs. 75,000 for new scheme madrasahs, 
and Rs. 25,000 for old scheme madrasahs and Its. 10,000 for tola. Over and 
above this, T may say that there is another amount of one lakh of rupees 
which has been decided to be spent in giving aid of an emergency character 
to secondary institutions within a very short time. The money will he spent 
early next year. That money has not been provided in the budget, hut since 
the budget proposals were drawn up Government took that decision and the 
money will be available for expenditure early in April. Sir, this is what 
little has been possible for us to do. 

I)r. Syamaprasad Mookerjee bus said that the present Ministry has not 
said a single word about educational reconstruction. Sir, I am surprised 
that & statement like this could come out of the lips of a man like 
Dr. Mookerjee. Are we to assume that Dr. Mookerjee does not know any- 
thing about the Surgent report? (Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee: That is 
your report!) Sir, under the present circumstances we cannot do anything 
immediately so far as reconstruction is concerned. Deconstruction has to be 
started after the war, but we have to plan now and for that the Government 
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of India took timely steps and they set up a committee of post-war reoon- 
, straction and Mr. Sargent, the Educational Adviser of the Government of 
India 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are finishing demolition first, so 
that construction may follow ! 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It is going home, I know, 
but listen. And that report has been adopted with certain changes by the 
All-India Advisory Hoard of Education. Now, Sir, that is an All-India 
scheme and no one can deny that it is a scheme of a very far-reaching 
character. In spite of a large amount of money involved in the scheme, 
something like that will have to be done after the war. 

So lar as we in Bengal are concerned we here huve set up a post-war 
reconstruction committee and we have also set up a post-war reconstruction 
Hub-committee on education. That committee will consider the Sargent 
report so far as it is applicable to Bengal and I can say, Sir, that in that 
committee there are some of the most eminent educationists in Bengal. 
Therefore it cannot he said that the present Ministry is not bestowing any 
thought whatsoever to educational reconstruction after the war. 

Then, Sir, I would like hurriedly to go through the various motions that 
have been moved and supported by members of the Opposition. 1 would like 
to take them up in the reverse order. Mr. Narendra Nath I)as Gupta raised 
the question of inadequate provision for toh. lie says that only Its. 10,000 
has been provided for grants-in-aul to toh. That is not so. its. 10,000 is an 
additional provision. Then* is already a provision of Us. 44,000 and that 
the provision during the last Ministry, hut we have thought it fit to 
increase that amount by Rs. 10,000. (Tries of “hear, hear” from the 
Coalition Party benches.) The amount is not large, 1 know, but that is all 
that we could possibly do. 

1 lien , Sir, a comparison has been made with the provision for madrasahs. 

1 do not blame my friends who have* raised that point, because there is a 
misleading statement in the budget itself. The budget shows a sum of Us. 1 
lakh for madrasahs. That includes Us. 75,000 for new scheme madrasahs, 
junior and senior. These new scheme madrasahs, junior and senior, are 
nothing but secondary institutions. The senior new scheme madrasahs teach 
up to the Matriculation Standard with slight modifications and the junior 
madrasahs up to t lie M. E. Standard. Therefore that Us. 75,000 ought to 
have gone with Us. 2,25,000. Leaving that aside, the increased provision 
for old 'scheme madrasahs is not Us. 1,00,000 hut 1U. 25,000 and for toh it 
is Ils. 10,000. That will I think (dear 1 lie misunderstanding. 

Maulvi A lulu r Itazzaq who, 1 think, is nothiug if not shrewd, raised the 
question of the provision of teaching Koran iri primary schools. Did he 
during the regime of the last Ministry raise that point and was he successful 
in inducing that Ministry to do something* But his whole object was not 
*a . I can clearly see what his object was. His object was to make some 
political capital out of the situation. I can easily see that having Wen 
iscomfited in his fight against the Muslim League in his own constituency 
the other day he wants to make amends for that by having a gibe at the 
league and the League Leader on the floor of this House. 

ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. 
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Mr, 8PEAKER: What is your point of order? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My point of order is this whether you 
will allow a member in the course of discussing the educational budget to 
go to some local election affair 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : But mv friend is also ignorant. 
He probably does not know that there is a provision for religious education 
i n the present primary school curriculum and in most of the schools there is 
a provision for religious education which includes the reading of the Koran. 
Beading of the Koran cannot be excluded from religious education so far 
as Muslims are concerned. But the real disease is not there. There is that 
provision. But there is one thing for which we, Iho present Ministry, are 
not responsible. It is this that dinuit or religious education is not an 
examination subject. As it is not an examination subject, naturally many 
of the primary schools neglect the teaching of that subject. ^ 

My honourable friend Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan today 
unfortunately could get no opportunity to speak. He drew my attention 
only the other day to this point and as soon as he drew my attention to that, 
I started rertain enquiries. 1 think that there will be no difficulty in 
introducing an examination so far as the teaching of religious education is 
concerned. 

I will now# come to the motion of Mr. Patiram Hoy. lie lias spoken 
about the Scheduled Caste education. He is naturally doubtful of anything 
that, the present Government may do. (A voick : Everybody!) And that 
is the obsession of the opposition of the present day. May I remind 
Mr. Uov that this provision of Rs. o lakhs was not made last \ear or the 
previous year. We have made that provision this year. His suspicion is 
that tin’s is not going to be a recurring provision. It is no doubt true that 
in the budget this provision is not shown as a recurring provision but at the 
time the budget proposals were iormulated no cut and dried scheme was 
before the Government. Therefore it could not be shown at the time of the 
preparation of the budget as a recurring provision. But what could not be 
previously done we propose to do. The previous plea was that for want of 
schemes money could not be spent. We are no longer going to yield to 
that plea. We shall see that proper schemes come up and that the money is 
spent. I give you this assurance that the money will be spent and that 
this amount of Rs. 5 lakhs will not be a casual lump grant but a recurring 
grant . 

Mr. Batiram Roy also raised the question of appointment of Scheduled 
Caste members in the Education Department. 1 admit that in the Education 
Department we have got a very small number of Scheduled Caste officers. 
No one deplores that situation more than 1, but actually it is very difficult 
to get adequately qualified candidates in all the educational services, parti- 
cularly in the posts of professors and lecturers. Mr. Patiram Roy pointedly 
referred to the panel for school-teachers and sub-inspectors. I do not know 
whip was done by the Ministry which he supported but so far as the present 
Ministry is concerned, 1 can say this that I examined the last panel that 
was formed and there I found that the Scheduled Caste proportion was 15 
per cent., in accordance with the communal ratio rules. Whenever appoint- 
ments are made I take good care to see that every possible attempt is made 
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for giving the Scheduled Castes their proper share. As I have already said, 
we do not always succeed. i 

As regards primary education, Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed complains that 
primary education has not been made free and compulsory. I do not know 
whether any one under present circumstances can seriously urge that primary 
education can be made immediately free and compulsory throughout Bengal. 
The Primary Education Act is now in force in IT districts and the question 
of introducing it in several other districts is under consideration. We are 
doing all that is possible. 

Then, Sir, Dr. Mookerjee as well as my honourable friend Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta raised the question of assistance to teachers of secondary schools. 
Only a tew days ago 1 gave an assurance to this House that the question 
was under examination and that something was going to be done. Dr. 
Mookerjee says that it was a vague assurance. 1 admit, Sir, that it was not 
very definite, but I think 1 can give the House a more definite assurance 
today. I would rather like to read out a statement so far as this matter is 
concerned : — 

“The justice of the claim of teachers to assistance from public funds is 
admitted by every one. After discussion with the Finance Minister and the 
Finance Secretary it has been agreed that assistance will he provided for both 
secondary and primary school teachers to such great extent as the finances of 
the province will permit. Although the estimates before the House do not 
include any specific provision tor dearness allowance to teachers, I am 
authorised to give an assurance that arrangements will be made for the pay- 
ment of what will he, considering t lie finances of the province, a substantia] 
dearness allowance to both secondary and primary school teachers and I should 
like to add that the teachers of recognised old scheme madrasahs und toh will 
also he included in the scheme.” 

I can further assure the House that immediate steps will be taken to 
bring the scheme into operation, and I see no reason why before the end of 
April it .should not be implemented. The scheme should be applicable to all 
teachers of approved schools-- nofi-aided secondary schools as well as aided 
ones. In the case of primary schools, the scheme will be extended to non- 
distrirt school boards also. 

Sir, I oppose all the cut motions. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would like to say a word or two 
regarding the wrong statement 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Mr. 1‘azlul Ifuq, I think it would be better if you 
take some other occasion to explain if there is any wrong statement made 
with regard to the previous Ministry. You cannot speak at this stage after 
the Hon’ble Minister has replied, 

Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, if I speak on this subject on a different 
occasion, it would not only not suit the occasion on which I may speak but it 

w'ould also be irrelevant (Loud noise from the Ministerialist Benches) 

I would as]^ you to give me only one minute. If I havQ to defend myself 

against the mean attacks from the Hon’ble Minister (Loud noise from 

the Coalition Benches) condemning the previous Government, this is the 

only occasion when I should do so. (Loud noise.) I want to point out that 
some of the members of the present Cabinet were also in one or the other 
of the previous Cabinets (loud noise) and were responsible for the 
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budgets of the previous years. The only fault of mine at the present momei 
is that I am now in the Opposition and therefore all the blame is to l 
attached to me for what was done by the previous Governments, althoug 
the present Minister himself was also responsible for the policy of the previou 
Governments. (Loud noise from the Coalition Benches.) 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand < 
Its. 1,82,73,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ratiram Roy that the demand of Rs. 1,82,73,000 fo 
expenditure under the head “37 — Education— General’* l>e reduced by Rs. ]0( 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdur Ruzzak thal the demand ot Rs. 1,82,78,00 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” he reduced b 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddiu Ahmed that the demand of Rs. 1, 82,73, 00i 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced b 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the demand o 
Rs. 1 ,82,73,000 tor expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General’ 
he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the ilon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum o 
Rs. 1,82,73,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education- 
General” was then put and agreed to. 

37— Education— Anglo-Indian and European. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on thq, recommendation o 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum ol Rs. 11,20,800 1 m 
granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — Anglo-Indian am 
European.” 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, if T take two minutes of the time o 
the House it is only to touch upon two points, the first, that the Europeui 
schools 41 1 1 over the province, especially in Calcutta, have been dislocatec 
by The circumstances of the time, especially by requisition of buildings b> 
th&irmy. They are working in pieces all over the country, from Calcutta 
to Simla, and 1 am asked to say a word of thanks to the many officials ant 
non-officials, the many in public life and in private life, men and women o: 
all communities, who ottered their kindness and their services to these schools 
If it had not been for this, the schools would not have been able to carry oi 
their work in the present adverse conditions. The other point is this: thei: 
Indian pupils have generally l)een severed from European schools because 
their jMtrents luive not been able to send them away to various places in Indu 
in these small parcels. I am asked to say that European schools value theii 
Indian pupils and their connection with Indian families, and hope that these 
relations will he resumed in fulness after the present emergency is over. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum oi 
Its. 11, 2(>, 800 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education— 
Anglo-Indian and European” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment* 

The House was then adjourned at 6-55 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 14th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
14th March, 1944, at -4-40 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker uhe Hon'ble Mr. Sykd X.ushkh Am) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Minister* and 199 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Foodstuffs supplied to restaurants, caf6s and hotels in Chittagong town. 

•1B3. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(// ) the number of — 

(/) restaurants, 

(n ) cafes, ami 
(tit) hotels 

that have been started in the town of Chittagong since the 
creation of the Civil Supplies Department ; 

( b ) the number of them that existed in the said town before that date; 

and 

(c) the quantity of — 

(t) rice, 

(ti) atta, 

(tit) flour, 

(if) dal, 

(r) sugar, 

(r i) kerosene, 

and six other articles supplied to each of them? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHM00D (on behalf of the Hon’bloMr. H. t. 
Suhrawardy) : (a) and (//) A statement giving the required information 

is laid on the Table. 

(c) Detailed figures are not readily available. 

Statement referred to in rejily to chutes (a) and ( b ) of starred question 



No. 103. 



Number in existence 

Number started since 


before the creation 

the creation of the 


of the Civil Sup. 

Civil Hupp lies 


plies Depart- 

Department. 


ment. 


Restaurant* . . 

45 

50 

Cate 

15 

28 

Hotel* 

149 

73 
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Deaths due to starvation in Jesaore. 

*164. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA QH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state the number of people 
that have up to date died of starvation for want of food supply in the district 
of Jessore? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): No deaths have been recorded as wholly 
due to starvation. 

Number of appointments in the Alipore Collectorate. 

•166. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the number of new clerical appointments made by the present 
District Magistrate of 24-Parganas in the Alipore Collectorate; 

(u) the number of them that are (1) Muslim, (2) Caste Hindu, and 
(3) Scheduled Castes; 

(Hi) the number of vacancies that have been filled up by promotion by 
the present Magistrate in the Alipore Collectorate; and 

(iv) the number of them that have gone to the Muslim? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in making 
the appointments ns referred to in (a) ( i ) and (lii) the Communal Ratio 
Rule was observed ? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of making an enquiry into the matter at an early 
date? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a)(1) Permanent — 9; Temporary — 71. 


Permanent. Temporary. 

(n) (1) Muslims . . 5 31 

(2) Casto Hindus . . 3 32 

(3) Scheduled Caste . . 1 8 

(«») (1) From Lower Division to Upper Division 2 

(2) From Sub-grade to Lower Division 5 

(iv) (1) In the Upper Division — 2 Muslims. 

(2) In the Lower Division — 1 Muslim. 


(b) With regard to permanent appointments the Communal Ratio Rules 
were followed, hut with regard to temporary appointments the rules could 
not be followed as these appointments had to be made urgently for the 
reorganisation of the Civil Supply Department of the Collectorate and there 
were not sufficient Muslim and Scheduled Caste candidates in the waiting 
list. Fresh lists of suitable candidates of these two communities are being 
prepared and excess in the appointment of Caste Hindu candidates will be 
adjusted when further appointments are made in future. 

Does not arise. 
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•m Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPUR1: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 
(t) how many lower division assistants in the Department were ear- 
marked for promotion to the upper division during the period from 
1931 to 1942; 

(it) how many of them were Muslims; 

(tit) how many lower division assistants were promoted to the upper 
division during the period from 1932 to 1943; and 
(tv) how many of them were Muslims P 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be also pleased to state how many 
Muslims' claims were superseded in the Department during each of the year* 
from 1933 to 1943 in the matter of — 

(i) earmarking lower division assistants for promotion to upper 
division ; 

(it) promoting lower division assistants to upper division; 

(iit) promoting upper division assistants to the posts of Head Assistants; 
and 

(iv) promoting Head Assistants or Registrar to the posts of Assistant 
Secretaries? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — ^ 

(i) there are any cases in which Muslim assistants were not allowed 

promotion on the ground that they did not attain certain age 
although they were efficient; and 

(ii) there are any cases in which Hindus who did not attain the age 

referred to in (t) have been promoted P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps he proposes to take in this matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Comvami): {a) and (b) A statement is kid on the Table. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in reply to clauses (a) and (b) of starred question 

No. 166. 
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PraHiMtiofi of mhmifaoturo of “gur" in oortain piaooo of North Bengal. 


*166 A. Mr. ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR (Short Notice): (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that — 

(i) in North Bengal in the districts of Bogra, Rajshahi, Dinajpur and 

Rangpur, notices have recently been served to growers of sugar- 
cane not to make gur or molasses without license; 

( ii ) from 18 miles on either side of the railway lines they have been 

ordered to carry their crops to purchasing centres established by 
sugar mill-owners; and 

(hi) hardship is being caused by such restriction on the cane-growers? 

(b) Is the Hon’ bio Minister aware that the price offered to cane-growers 
for their canes is uneconomic ? 

MINISTER in oharge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8hahabuddin) : (a) No. With 
a view to maximisation of sugar production this year, the order issued in 
pursuance of the Gur Control Order, 1943, in December last, provided for 
cordoning of an area of 10 miles round sugar mills and their cane-receiving 
stations described as Schedule “A” in which manufacture of gur was entirely 
prohibited and of an outer cordon of 8 miles described as Schedule “B 1 ' in 
which such manufacture was permitted, subject to certain conditions. The 
position has since been reviewed by Government and it has been decided that 
for the purpose of the Order, Schedule “B” should be deleted and no permis- 
sion to manufacture gur in the areas covered by this schedule is required. 
As regards Schedule “A”, the local officers have been given discretion to 
grant license for the manufacture of gur in areas covered by this schedule, 
subject inter aha to the condition that transport difficulties in moving cane 
to the purchasing centres or the mill gate are such that it is not physically 
possible for the growers to carry their cane to the receiving station or that 
the cane offered to the mill is refused. 

(b) No. The prices fixed by Government, viz., Re.l at receiving stations 
and Re. 1-2 at the mill gate are considered quite reasonable and this was 
done in full consideration of the prices of alternative crops, transport 
charges and other relevant economic factors. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS With reference t-o the decision reported 
about the exemption of areas under Schedule B, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the date when this decision to exempt the second cordoned 
area was taken and when was that decision of Government actually com- 
municated to the villagers concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, it is not possible for 
me to give the exact date, but is quite recently, I Fill admit that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that arrangements for crushing cane for making gur has 
ordinarily to be made earlier in the season about the months of November and 
December so that necessary crushing mills may be available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It is a fact that arrange- 
ments have got to be made earlier in the season but, if I may add, these 
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arrangements were in existence and the prohibitory order has in no way 
dislocated the arrangements. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hobble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that along with the prohibitory order arrangements 
were made by the local officials to see that no machines for crushing sugar- 
cane other than those used for the purpose of the mills may be used and they 
took steps to seal some of them up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 do not think the asser- 
tion of my friend is correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that Messrs. Aleock & Co. who are the largest supplier 
and Messrs. Renick & Co. who are also another big supplier had already 
entered into arrangements previously to utilise their machinery more fully 
elsewhere ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Government have no 
information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if Government are aware of great hardship being experienced by the 
sugarcane-growers for the bite decision of Government for releasing them to 
manufacture yur and they cannot make necessary arrangements for manufac- 
turing yur this season? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As I have stated earlier 
our information is quite contrary to that. The prohibitory order did not 
dislocate arrangements for the manufacture of yur. 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that Hie prohibitory orders were 
issued in the interests of the sugar mills? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : No, Sir, it was just to 

maximise the production of sugar. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that Government issued this 
order without taking any census of the production of gur or the machinery 
for the production of yur in the areas affected by the prohibitory order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHA8UDDIN: I have stated that the main 
purpose of the order was to maximise the manufacture of sugar and the 
other portion of the question, I submit, does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to refer to the last portion of his answer and state what are the 
other conditions contemplated in granting licenses in Schedule A areas? I 
want to know what is meant by “ inter alia ' . 

Tho Hon’bic Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: As I mentioned, some of 
the conditions for giving permission for the manufacture of yur in Schedule A 
areas have been stated and others were, whether it was economically possible 
for the cultivators to convey their sugarcane to the mills and such other 
conditions which are too many to enumerate. 
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Raj HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has 
lK)t made any effort to understand me. He is confusing between considera- 
tions and conditions. My question is which are the other conditions subject 
to which licences have to be granted in Schedule A areas — conditions and 
not considerations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: My friend has misunder- 
stood my answer, I would submit. My answer is this that under certain 
conditions only the permission for the manufacture of gur in Schedule A areas 
could be given and the conditions were that if' they found that there were 
physical impediments in conveying canes to the mill gate or that it was not 
an economic proposition for the cultivator to convey the cane to the mills — 
under such conditions the Magistrate was permitted to give such permission 
for the manufacture of gur. It was my friend who did not understand me. 
I understood the question very well. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether simultaneously with the prohibition order imposed 
upon cane-growers cum gur-g rowers any corresponding order was passed 
upon the owners of the sugar mills compelling them to purchase any stock 
that may be made available to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : It was on the definite 

understanding that the mills will be obliged to purchase any cane which is 
offered to either a receiving centre or mill gate. If they do not purchase it, 
they will have to pay the full compensation for the cane offered. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps did Government take to guarantee such purchases 
when cane was offered for saleP 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I will take time to explain 
this. Government had undertaken to pay a subsidy of four annas to enable 
the mills to pay a price of He. 1 to the cultivator and that was a sufficient 
guarantee for the Government to see that the mills did purchase the cane. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that there have been many 
cases in which these agriculturists have carried canes to the mill stations, 
but they were not purchased as a result of which they were forced to sell 
them at the very self-same mills at a much lower price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: So far we have not received 
any complaint from anywhere. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to the question regarding North Bengal sugarcane 
if it is a fact that at the present moment sugarcane produced in North Bengal 
is not being crushed by the mills in North Bengal although offered to those 
mills P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
sugarcane of North Bengal has now got to be transported as far as to 
Bar sana to be crushed by the Darsana Mill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what steps Government took or what measures Government contem- 
plated to ensure that sugarcane produced in respective areas would be 
actually taken by the mills situated within those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: We were given a definite 
assurance that sugarcane will be taken by the respective sugar mills. There 
was no reason to doubt that assurance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any agreement in writing with the sugar 
mill-owners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government took any steps to make it known to the 
cane-growers that such an understanding was arrived at between the mill- 
owners and the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwa]a 8HAHABUDDIN: Speaking from memory I 
may say that the leaflets did mention that the cane offered to these receiving 
centres would he taken up by the mills. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state if he is aware that certain mills refused to accept sugarcane offered to 
them on the ground that the quality of sugarcane was not up to their 
expectation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I have not received any 

such complaint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does the Ilon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of making an enquiry into the statement that by mutual arrange- 
ment the Darsana Sugar Mill is now crushing sugarcane produced as far as 
m Kajshahi and a part of Bogra district ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 do not see how it 

militates against the Government order as long as cane offered is being taken 
up by any of the mills. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware 
that the net result of such an order is that a great panic lias been created in 
the area around ten miles of the mills, so that there may not he sufficient 
cane-growers in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr." Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I do not apprehend such 
a contingency. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us any idea as to whether the order has had its desired effect namely 
any increased crushiug of sugarcane is actually taking place on the basis of 
year’s crushing or the year previous to that in the present year? 

Th§ Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It is too early to say that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
three mills at least in Bengal could not operate to the extent that they 
normally did in the past and one mill had actually not opened at all tbia 
time ? 
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Thf Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Even if it is so, it had 

nothing to do with the Government's prohibition order. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Prospect of Jailors. 

72. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

( i ) the Jailors are now recognised as gazetted officers; and 
(it) their transfers, leave, etc., are being regularly gazetted ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Superintendents of Jails are being recruited from 
retired Police Officers in preference to the claims of experienced Jailors? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Govern- 
ment propose to take to create more openings for the educationally and 
otherwise qualified and deserving Jailors to bring the service in equal lines 
with the sister Police Department as to pay and prospects? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): («)(?) Yes, except for purposes of audit. 

(ii) Their appointment, promotion, posting and leave are notified in the 
Calcutta Gazette. 

(b) No, except in one case for one year only, when no suitable officer was 
available in the Jail Department. 

(c) The post of Superintendents of District Jails and Borstal School, 
Bankura, and of Deputy Superintendents of Central Jails are now open to 
suitable Jailors by promotion. 

Mualim prayer room in the Court building of Chittagong. 

73. Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
be pleased to state — 

(t) (1) the capacity, and (2) accommodation of the prayer room allotted 

for the Muslim officers, employees of the Government and that 
of the public litigants in the Court buildings, Chittagong; 

(u) when the room was allotted for the purpose; 

(tii) the percentage and the number of Muslim employees there; 

(tv) the percentage of the Muslim employees there for the present; and 

(v) whether any arrangement has been made to' protect the Mutallit 

from sun and rain during Jumma prayer? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (v) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government contemplate making any arrange* 
ment for the purpose? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaiwd to state whether the public is permitted to raise subscriptions and 

1 - A.J A* O 
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MINISTER in chtrgt of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Mr. Barsda Prosanna Pain): (a)(t) (1) 
221' x^; (2) 20 persons at a time. 

(u) Over 35 years ago. 

(tit) Not known. 

(it?) 281 Muslim employees ; 44 per cent. 

( v ) Many of the Muslim employees go to Jumma Mosque to say their 
Jumma prayer. Those who do not go there make their own arrangements by 
putting up a shwniana on the ground in front of the prayer room on Jumma 
days. 

(b) In view of the answer to (a) (r), the question does not arise. 

(r) Government cannot permit, the erection of a temporary shed or a 
structure in a Court compound or on Government land by the public or by one 
class of the public at their cost for religious purposes. But if the Muslim 
employees in the Court building require larger accommodation of space than 
what has been allowed to them, they maj r move the local authority in the 
matter, who will accommodate them as far as practicable. 

There is also a number of mosques within 5 minutes’ walk from the 
Court hill. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In view of the fact that there are 281 
Muslim employees, but the accommodation is only for 20 persons at a time 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government find it necessary 
to provide facilities for other Muslim employees at Chittagong ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: There are several mosques within 5 
minutes’ walk from the court. They can go there and say their prayer. 

MauYvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: So far as Jumma prayer is concerned 
no time is allowed to them. Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that the Muslim 
employees find it difficult to attend these mosques, because no time is allowed 
to them for prayer? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Nowadays officers are allowed about 
one hour’s time to say their prayer. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In view of the fact that before the 
Muslim employees offer their prayer they have to perform ablution which 
will take time and also because of the fact that going to mosque and coming 
hack will take 10 minutes, does the Government consider it desirable to 
afford facilities for offering prayer to all the employees? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The question is as regards extension 
of time. Government may oonsider it when 'it will come before them for 
consideration. 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : Sir, answer (c)CS 
*n *?n TO* *Tf| — (TTfrl Court buildings c*FT 

f* ? 

(No answer.) 

Khtn Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : Sir, Court buildings 

ciur ^rfwiv cm a fin am <?te cror 4* 
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*t**r <4 ft ? Sir, trc*jr 

♦ttfw? *n i 

Mr. 8 PEAKER : < 3 ft \5 TO? ***£ C*TOT 

*mt* **1*1 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BAOI AHMED CHOUDHURY : Court buildings^? 

*Hvn wmn r <rf% m *tu$ croft *rwf% fa ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR : :rMfa ’T'PTT TOlTO ^n»OC ^TC®T 
TO 4$“ tr^TtTO 4^3 <StTO Yt% fa?t% srfatl»T fafa? 

<ot?T W 3 ? TOT1 ^3fC^ I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: f% ^ CPR ? 

*rt*mt* *«ti <*rft fag gfarofa ^ i 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR . <^3 ^tfir (laughter.) 


DEMAND FOR CRANT8. 


27— Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF HO 88 AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, 
I beg to move that a sum of Its. 80,99,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head “27 — Administration of Justice”. 

Mauivi AZHAR ALI: I !>eg to move that the demand of Rs. 80,99,000 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

My purpose in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about the 
Government policy in appointing Government Pleaders and Public 
Prosecutors. 

Sir, in every appointment by Government there is some policy and there 
is also some policy about the retirement whether on completion of certain age 
or termination of certain period, but in the appointment of Government 
Pleaders and Public Prosecutors wo find that Government have got no policy, 
(Dr. Namnaksiia Sanyai, : There is only one policy, patronage) save and 
except that one policy, namely, patronage. In certain districts the retire- 
ment of Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors is long over due. In 
some places these gentlemen are practically invalid and the Government 
work is suffering ver\ much both in civil and criminal administration. As 
for example, the Rajshahi Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor have 
not yet retired, and there are recommendations before the Government for the 
appointment of a new set of pleaders but we do not understand why the 
Government have kept the case pending for years. The reason known to us 
is this: that they cannot find suitable men who will support them directly 
and indirectly . There were candidates both from Rajshahi and outside. 
Previously there was a clamour that the Commissioner of the Rajshahi 
Division preferred to have a man from among the local Bar, but unfortunate- 
ly, that person, most probably, did not suit the Government and the recom- 
mendation was not accepted. Subsequently, some candidates were nominated 
by the District Judge and the District Magistrate of Pabna. The Commis- 
aioner of the Rajshahi Division sent their names too. We were told that 
those persons recommended by the District Judge and the District Magistrate 
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were quite competent and some of them had good practice. They were not 
taken for the same reason that they were not supporters of the League. We 
do not know whether they are supporters of the League or not but we know 
that they are good pleaders and that if they are appointed they will do 
justice to their cases and the appointments given to them. At Malda, we 
understand that the Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor is nearing 75 
or more. There is yet no arrangement made for retiring him and no appoint- 
ment has yet been made for ibis district. We do not understand what policy 
the Government have been following or what they will follow hereafter in 
appointing these Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors. Very soon 
the place of Government Pleader and 1*111)111' Prosecutor at Palma will be 
vacant and we do not know whether Government will extend the term of 
office of the present incumbent or appoint a new man or they are going to 
keep the case pending for ever like the case of Rnjshalii. There are com- 
petent men at the Palma Bar but we doubt whether they will be at all taken 
for they cannot satisfy the Ministers of the present Cabinet. Some of them, 
we understand, approached the Hon’ble Judicial Minister but we are sorry 
to learn that he expressed the opinion that he is practically handicapped 
in the Cabinet and that his voice will be of no use. He is impotent as well. 
We would like to know from the Hon’ble Judicial Minister whether those , 
appointments will he made by the llon ble High Court or the Legal Remem- 
brancer or the Cabinet . (Dr. Naunakmia Sanvai. : Or the Chief Whip.) 
The policy -dimild be enunciated. Who is the master of the situation!' Will 
the>m appointment* be made by the party mandate or by the order of the 
Chief Whip or the Chief Minister!" The ilon’ble Judicial Minister is 
requested to let this House know elearh whether they are going to fill up 
these vacancies in the near future and to do justice to the public us well as 
Government cases. 

With these few words I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance of 
Hie House 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 80,99,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration 
of Justice’’ be reduced by Its. 100. In moving this motion, Sir, I want to 
raise a discussion about the desirability of taking away all criminal cases 
including appeals and revenue cases including appeals from the Magistrates 
and Collectors and making them over to Munsifs and Judges and Subordinate 
Judges till normal conditions reappear after termination of war. 

Sir, although separation of the Judiciary from the w'heels of the Executive 
is an old cry amounting almost to a cry in the wilderness still the realisation 
of this truth by the sages of old has not only retained its ancient wisdom but* 
has acquired new values in the present context of things and its acceptance 
as a fundamental article of social system looks irresistible today. 

With the growth of democracy the administrative machinery as w'e 
ordinarily understand it namely the magistracy and the collectorate with 
their numerous adjuncts and auxiliaries are being increasingly linked up 
w ith the day to day life and problems of the people and for good and for 
evil the various departments have to partake of the conflicts of interest and 
ideologies in all their ramifications. Putting it bluntly the executive lias 
got — as necessarily it has to be mixed up with the affairs of the ordinary 
and the more Government have to be responsive the larger and the 
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more numerous will be the occasion and the necessity for such mixing up. 
Party Government can never rid itself of its amenability of influences and 
the executive being the only organ of the Government in its administrative 
functioning it must have of necessity to play the role of an advocate and of a 
partisan highly interested. 

This is revealed in three marked ways, namely, when (1) the executive 
is the judge and the prosecutor, (2) the executive is the judge and the 
accused, and (3) the executive is the judge and the prosecutor and the 
accused. Let me give concrete examples. 

In the first place the judge and the prosecutor in one becomes a veritable 
persecutor. 

(1) A particular Subdivisional Officer in a particular subdivision of a 
particular district wanted the headmaster of a particular school to include 
in the membership of the managing committee himself and such other 
members as might extend the sphere of influence of the Muslim League 
party but the silly headmaster who was more interested in the school which 
he had founded than in anything else was not too eager to accommodate the 
Subdivisional Officer so readily and in course of a few days the offended 
Subdivisional Officer in his Hitlerian vanity instituted and caused to be 
instituted several criminal cases in his own court against the unfortunate 
headmaster who instead of being placed on a regular trial because there was 
neither case nor evidence was subjected to endless harassments in the shape 
of daily detention in court, issue of non-bailable warrants, refusal of copies • 
terrorising lawyers, etc. 

(2) The same Subdivisional Officer put into jail hajat a gentleman who 
was acting as a spokesman of a particular community in a matter which 
vitally concerned that particular community and this because the Hakim 
thought that the gentleman was insolent. When the District Magistrate 
called for records and asked for explanation on a transfer application being 
made before him on the ground that copies were not being granted the 
Subdivisional Officer reported that there was no such case pending beiore 
him. 

(3) Another Subdivisional Officer w^ent to a village for collecting w*ar 
funds and an old and highly respectable villager did not agree to the quota 
fixed for him and the Subdivisional Officer suddenly discovered that the 
wall of his house was new and that he must have built it with his own bricks 
without the permission of the Magistracy. He was peremptorily taken into 
custody and the old man despite his blindness and old age and despite his 
relations offering a cart for the journey was marched twenty miles on foot 
under handcuff, bail was refused in the village and in court till he agreed to 
plead guilty. A heavy amount was realised from him towards war fund and 
the Subdivisional Officer as the judge vindicated the wrath and indignation 
of the Subdivisional Officer as the administrative head of the subdivision. 

Coming to the second class, the consequences of a combined judiciary and 
executive are still more appalling when the limbs of the executive stand in 
the position of the accused. It is common knowledge that ever since the 
price control came into existence and after that the Department of Civil 
Supplies following in the wake of famine condition — the agents and con- 
tractors of the Government and officers and clerks of the public adminis- 
tration became gradually involved in large numbers in what is by this time 
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universally known as colossal corruption. Numerous complaints on specific 
instances of big and small dishonesty began to pour in from all responsible 
quarters including members of the Legislature, but in 999 out of a thousand 
the magistracy as the judge turned a deaf ear to the complaints against the 
magistracy as the accused. 

(1) A big hoarder of foodgrains was placed in charge of anti-hoarding 
in a whole subdivision. He rounded up petty stockists including small 
mutwahs of petty wakf estates, coarced them to sell their stocks at dictated 
low price, but when attention of the authorities was drawn to the several 
thousand maunds of foodgrains in custody of the same big man, well, 
nothing could be done since be was the organ of the executive for the very 
valuable, anti-boarding drive, and I am posted with information that this 
gentleman has been recommended King’s Honours. 

(2) An agent for distributing paddy seeds for “Grow’ More Food” 
campaign in an afflicted area colluded with the officer in charge for such 
distribution and advanced cash and took receipt for paddy. On a complaint 
made by me the District Magistrate was good enough to say that the matter 
would receive his consideration but he had not the courage nor the fairness 
to proceed judicially forthwith. 

(3) A clerk of the collectorate detected the clandestine removal of 
foodstuff from the house of a supply officer who is a Magistrate under cover 
of night and the whole neighbourhood assembled and witnessed the matter 
and a complaint was made at the thana. The Subdivisional Officer made a 
private executive enquiry in spite of the protest that he was indirectly 
involved and the case was dropped and the poor clerk received admonition 
that he was an agitator. 

(4) When two supply officers, both of them Magistrates, were caught as 

having dishonestly and surreptitiously disposed of large quantities of food- 
grains under fictitious permits and defalcated big quantities of quinine on 
forged challans and cases were started the Subdivisional Officer who was 
also in charge of the department concerned passed a judicial order that no 
case lies. Constitution taught that King can do no wrong and the execu- 
tive judge holds that an administrator cannot commit any offence . 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir I 
submit the honourable member is referring to matters which are tub 
judice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am a practis- 
ing lawyer and I am more competent to decide what is sub judice and what 
not. What I have been saying has nothing to do with sub judice cases. 

Ever since Government became the supplying and trading agent black 
market opened its bead office in Government offices and money began to 
pass like honest cigarettes through hands of officers and clerks and all 
complaints met with insult and refusal and justice loitered lonely in the 
cold shade of neglect and ignominy. 

If an independent judiciary were available for taking up and enter- 
taining such cases I have no doubt that in course of the last twelve months 
or so a large number of Magistrates and their subordinates would have 
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become His Majesty's guests in the numerous prisons of the province, and 
the Majesty -of Law would have been amply vindicated and justice saved 
from si a ugh ten 

There is a third class of cases in which the executive is the judge, the 
prosecutor and the accused rolled into one compost of a peculiar kind, the 
like of which it is not possible for civilisation to comprehend. I am 
illustrating from happenings of my district again. 

Several police officers have been charged with extortion of money on 
various pretexts and threats from innocent villagers. It took several 
months to have an executive enquiry made and the accused were given 
unusual time and latitude for influencing and gaining over the victims and 
at long last there w r as no way out of summoning the officers who were 
called upon to meet accusations involving non-bailable offences of a very 
serious nature. The complainants are not allowed to prosecute through their 
own lawyers and the police inspector is to be in charge of the prosecution 
and <lie Police Magistrate is to hold the trial and the police officers are to 
take their trial. In a case like this against any private individual however 
high might his position be the Crown would insist upon the accused remain- 
ing in custody lest evidence he tampered with, but here the accused are not 
only allowed to remain at large, they are even allowed to continue in their 
station where they can exercise their power and influence in such a way as 
to make the case against them fail for want of evidence. On hearing dates 
the witnesses for the prosecution have to appear in the first instance at the 
Court Police Office where their testimony is tested and the accused are 
already there carrying on friendly chat with the Police Prosecutor who 
looks more a patron of the accused than an ally of the complainant. Can 
anybody urge that all this is conducive to a fair trial? 

Apart from all this, from the practical consideration of expediency and 
efficiency it is desirable that the over-worked Magistrates are relieved of 
the burden of case work. They are already over head and ears in volumin- 
ous indoor and outdoor work. The increasing pressure of public opinion 
and administrative demands are daily adding new burden over their 
shoulders, and they % are so spent up that they have neither time nor energy 
for doing case work. They have to take up cases grudgingly at the fag 
end of the day when the world looks boring to a tired mind, and the result 
is obvious. Delay and dilatoriness is rampant. Ordinary cases are taking 
six to twelve months on an average. Appellate Magistrates hear appeals 
and then forget the case in three months and then deliver judgment in 
haste on the eve of transfer from the station. The whole thing has become 
a scandal. Appointment of a few lawyer Magistrates may be helpful in 
relieving the congestion, but this in itself cannot restore confidence and 
efficiency which have been damaged completely. 

Munsifs and Judges are not infallible and they also frequently commit 
errors in their judgment, but on the whole people do not fear that there 
will be devastating failure of justice. Somehow or other one has more faith 
in this side of the judiciary and the High Court has succeeded in toning 
tip confidence in the non-executive judiciary. Munsifs as Magistrates have 
also proved a success. It is therefore easy and proper to place all case 
work tinder the Judge and the High Court so that people might begin to 
feel that justice i,s being sought to be administered. 
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Liberate the executives for exclusively applying their energies to the 
wheel of constructive work in the midst of the people in distress, and place 
judiciary on a footing from which not as a hand-maid of vested interests 
but in its native splendour free from administrative cares and worries it 
will inspire freedom and confidence. 

Mtulvi IDRI8 AHMED MIA* Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 80,90,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Adminis- 
tration of Justice"' be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to 
raise a discussion about the inability of the Government to remove the 
present Government Pleader of Malda who tried to legalise the most 
atrocious conduct and illegal action of the teaching staff of the Adina 
Fazlul Huq College in trying to remove it to Malda town. 

yprfU M 

sfa ror <m^ TOrtm f^r ^ i totcs i fam 

srt, f TOt c*rr ^ ntro totr «rt 

i fas inis fora *frs?i ^rrf^n totw 

?#^R tR *trr 'snrr ot cr$*;srtor tffas rotfor 

\5tOT 0^51 TOrf^R ^fTO fcfot Ws fosr | 4^c°V5i^ WRl 'arfcy 

fojfomrora i9ft cTOt tort c*Ri m ^n, fos e & mt ^ <p 

^ i fora^m ftrfor*rrR toSpr ^srtrt tpRRRc^ 

jf *5 nyw fon tor i & ’rmt&n » fettt cto§* 

^rtTOt ^RR $*R ■spto vxm 7 rfVj tot sr tott star i q fo^TOR fro 
tor tor TOrt^fT fa^nRR Rfosry 'am&rcR citnft ^t-m *£* 
•2Tt!pJ 3*R '4o<tRC c iR Sfo?T TOTT ^flRR I ^ TO 

«f 6 ir 3 in S^fosRfofa fo*ttiT Tfrz i 

The case of Fazlul Huq College, Adina, presents a very complicated 
and an unprecedented state ot affairs. The college was functioning for the 
last three sessions at Dadanehak but all on a sudden the Principal, the 
Professors and about 25 students came over to Malda town on the 22nd of 
July, 1948. and proclaimed themselves as the Fazlul Huq College, Adina, 
and gave out that from the 28 nl July it would function at Malda town and 
not at Dadanehak. The Secretary of the Governing Body — the founder of 
the college Mr. Idris Ahmed, who actually met the Principal at Dadanehak 
on the 2nd of J uly was never taken into confidence and for the matter of 
that no member of the Governing Body was cognisant even ot the proposed 
step. It is difficult to find language strong enough to condemn the 
procedure followed and the action of the Principal and the Professors. 
The public of Malda town, however, lent their moral support to this 
clandestine removal of the college from Dadanehak and the delinquent 
teachers found themselves in an atmosphere at once friendly and helpful. 
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The promoters of the proposed college, however, are not contemplating 
the starting of an ordinary I. A. college on conventional lines. They are 
convin^d that “the divorce between learning and manual work and the 
consequent loss on the one hand of the sense of dignity of labour and on the 
other hand of interest in and vital touch with the traditional arts and crafts 
of the country” lies at the root of the present unhappy state of the educa- 
tional system obtaining in the country 

Mr. SPEAKER: TsrfWl ro I 

Maulvi I OR 18 AHMED MIA: I leave it, Sir. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Its. (SO, 99,000 for expenditure under the head ”27 — Adminis- 
tration of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 in order to raise a discussion about 
the failure of the High Court and some other courts in securing justice to 
the people in a class of cases. 

Sir, I would very much like, while we are debating this important 
subject, that the Hon 'hie Minister in charge of Home Affaris, who is also 
the Chief Minister, and particularly the Hon ’Me Minister in charge of Civil 
S\ipplie9, would be present so that they themselves might have a direct idea 
of the complaint entertained by members, but. Sir, I am disappointed in 
that expectation, but I do hope that our clean Minister of Justice, who has 
both his lower chamber and upper chamber clean, will keep at least suffi- 
cient notes to enable his colleagues to do proper justice to the points raised 
during today’s debate. 

Sir, on a previous occasion I had submitted how the High Court of this 
province had degenerated into an executive machinery and justice was being 
trampled without any proper regard. Thereafter, Sir, I listened to the 
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Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department who said that we are now 
living under British justice and surely when British people are the judge# 
we cannot expect anything going wrong in his estimation. Therefore, Sir, 

I have to refrain from repeating those arguments again. Today I would 
propose to take up two or three other classes of complaints. 

In the first place, we find that there is a great trumpeting now going on 
from one end of the country to the other about the necessity of stopping 
black-marketing and profiteering. And there was also a great furore 
created from all sections of this House, particularly from the European 
party, that they must lynch the persons responsible for such anti-social 
activities. But, Sir, when it comes actually to finding out the victims, the 
real culprits, the big fishes somehow manage to go out of the net and it 
is only the humble small fry that somehow get caught when they were more 
or less attempting to evade certain technical rules of Government. The 
reports of various courts both in the city of Calcutta and outside will show 
that the so-called Defence of India Rules cases instituted to stop profiteering 
and black-marketing are nothing more than mere cases for infringement of 
technical rules. Seventy-five to 80 per cent, of these cases involve petty 
offences and at most account for a loss to the community of a few annas or 
a few rupees. Hundreds, thousands and lakhs of rupees are being earned 
by the real black-marketers and profiteers who go absolutely unattended to 
and neither the Executive is prepared to catch them up, nor is the judiciary 
in a position to take them to task. 

I had recently a few such cases brought to our notice and I was surprised 
to find that the Hon’ble High Court went so much out of their way as to 
uddress letters and even publicly allowed some of thejr observations to be 
published in the Press which amounted to nothing short of a mean inter- 
ference with the course of justice, about the maintenance of which the 
present Chief Justice in connection with another High Court, case waxed 
elequent. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Do not bring in the Chief Justice. Only mention the 
High Court. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: All right, Sir. Certain Judges of the 
High Court in connection with another case made certain queries 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Do not reflect on the conduct of High Court Judge#. 
Better say High Court. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Very well, Sir. The High Court made 
such observations and they were allowed to be published in the Press. It is 
found that the entire judicial system has become paralysed because of such 
observations. The Magistracy wants to increase the number of prosecutions 
and they want also to show, for purposes of publicity by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Publicity Department, increased number of cases 
of prosecution under the Defence of India Rules and convictions. What 
really the offence was and what was the nature of the conviction is kept 
back from the public only to create impressions. Impressions are thus 
being created. On the other hand disposal of cases of the nature of 
Manindranath Das murder, which my esteemed friend Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta drew attention to through a question a few day# ago, remain 
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•till the prerogative of British Jury and on the recommendation of such a 
British Jury a man who was actually caught red-handed murdering another 
innocent villager was let off. Government would not even go on appeal 
against such an order, because the accused was a British member of a parti- 
cular class of Government service. 

The other class of cases where justice cannot be obtained are cases of 
persons who are employed under the Government, particularly the Police. 
My esteemed friend Mr. Sasanka Sanyal has already given a long list of 
such cases and made a brilliant appeal to the House to separate the Executive 
from the Judiciary. I will only lend support to his observations by quoting 
one more cuse, —the case in which an arrogant Superintendent of Police in 
a mufassal district was accused of a heinous crime of having indulged in 
unprovoked assault not merely on a respectable citizen but a youngman 
when he was bleeding and his wounds were being attended to in his house. 
I am emboldened today to refer to that case, because due to the Govern- 
ment’s funny methods that case is now no longer sub judice. Mr. Pollard 
who was the accused in this case was Superintendent of Police, Berhampur, 
and it was in the first week of April, 1943, that he indulged in this game of 
assault. Thereafter a case was duly instituted in the local court. Months 
went on. The Magistrate did not either have time or something else 
happened and the prosecution could not go on from day to day. After some 
months in that position, somehow or other the Hon'ble High Court found 
it necessary to order that case to be transferred to Alipore for trial here. 
And curiously enough the Government of Sir Nazimuddin in their wisdom 
also, about the same time, thought that here was an occasion for chastising 
Mr. Pollard and so they transferred Mr. Pollard from Berhampur. Where? 
To Alipore, and here at Alipore Mr. Pollurd was being provided with 
Government money for conducting and continuing his case. At a subse- 
quent stage it was discovered that on account of certain observations again 
of the High Court the sanction of Government was necessary. That 
sanction w'as duly applied for, and in spite of the fact that the High Court 
had given a mild hint that Government should in such cases give necessary 
sanction, the sanction has not come even up till now. The result has been 
that the complainant had to come day in and day out from time to time from 
Berhampur to Alipore and incur expenses and only to be told that the case 
cannot go on. Ultimately the Magistrate in his wisdom thought that he 
should discharge the accused at this stage. Mr. Pollard is now a free man. 
As an accused he was also enjoying leave from Government not only once, 
not only twice but from time to time he represented to Government, we 
presume, that certain very important tilings required his absence and he was 
given three months’ leave. And where did he go during the leave? He 
went to Murshidabad and stayed with one European friend of his and he bad 
been doing tadbir for all his nefarious cases going on. The man who was 
transferred out of Berhampur, was again found loitering about in Berham- 
pur and at one stage when there was some doubt whether the Magistrate 
could discharge the accused or not, he approached certain person writh a 
proposal that this case might be compromised as against another false case 
that he and his henchmen had instituted against some youngmen. The 
Other case has been heard and yet the whole thing has been hanging on for 
•ome weeks. The Magistrate could not or did not give his judgment for 
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several weeks. Judgment was not delivered — it was banging — probably 
because the superior wisdom of higher authorities 

Mr. SPEAKER. That case is pending. Do not mention it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am not referring to the case. I only 
said that judgment is pending and for weeks past the judgment is not being 
delivered. It is a wonder win’ such a thing should be allowed to go on. 

The third class of cases where justice cannot be obtained are cases in 
which Government party members or members who promised to give support 
to the Government and are likely to help them in their position and power 
are involved. There have been numerous cases, and one interesting cage is 
that at Barisal — I would not mention the case because it is still sub jttdice 
— where justice cannot be done because certain members of the Assembly 
are involved who are still promising support to Government. 

Sir, 1 submit that the entire judiciary of this province has gone 
thoroughly debased and in order to lift it out of the present morass what is 
needed is the bold step of separating the Judiciary from the Executive. jWe 
had some respect for the rule of law and if law is in this way trampled upon 
we do not know where we shall be landed and I would not welcome the day 
when we shall have to challenge the authority and justice and fuirminded- 
uess of all judicial officers beginning from the highest man in authority in 
the Judicial Service of this province who has in our opinion been more or 
less the handmaid of the Executive. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL.: Sir, the first motion moved by my 
friend Maulvi Azhar Ali, is to raise a discussion about the Government policy 
in appointing Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors. 

The other day there was a question put by my friend, Mr. Ashutosli 
Labiri about the percentage of Hindu and Muslim Public Prosecutors. He 
probably thought that there were more Muslim Public Prosecutors hut it was 
found to his utter surprise that so far as Muslims were concerned it was 
much below the number contemplated under the Communal Ratio Service 
Rules. I would urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to see that so far as the 
appointments of Government Pleaders and Public Prosecutors are concerned 
communal quota is maintained. 

There is another point. There are certain Government Pleaders and 
Public Prosecutors who are allowed to continue even after they have 
attained 60 years. In Government service beyond 55 years of age or after 
•JO years of service nobody is allowed to continue but with respect to Govern- 
ment Pleaders and Public Prosecutors they are allowed to continue even 
after they have attained the age of 60 and one, two or three extensions are 
also being granted without finding out suitable men for appointment either 
as Government Pleaders or Public Prosecutors. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The same thing happens in the A.R.P., 
Civil Supplies, etc. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL* Tl^ are not relevant. We will make 
°ur observations when the appropriate occasion comes. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: When it suits you it is all right. 
Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Now, coming to the appointment of 
Honorary Magistrates, we find that there are suitable candidates both in 
5 
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Muslim and Scheduled Caste communities. No attention is paid to the 
appointment of Honorary Magistrates either from Muslims or from 
Scheduled Caste candidates. 

So far as the appointments of District and Subordinate Judges are con- 
cerned there are at present *34 District Judges of which there are only about 
4 or 5 Muslims. They can legitimately claim under the Communal Ratio 
Rules 17 posts. There are only 4 or 5. I would urge upon the Hon’ble 
Minister to see that this discrepancy is dispensed with. So far as Subordi- 
nate Judges are concerned, the same story is repeated there. So far as the 
District Judges are concerned, out of 10 District Judges promoted from the 
rank of Subordinate Judges there is only one Muslim, and there are 9 from 
the Caste Hindus. There is none from the Scheduled Caste. So far as the 
other cadres are concerned, there also the same story is repeated. I would 
urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to see that these wrongs righted within a 
very short period. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, nobody "will differ from the 
observation of the speakers opposite that there should be a clear division 
between the Judiciary and the Executive. That has been or that used to be 
the hardy annual in the old Congress and the old Muslim League resolu- 
tions, but so long as the separation is not made and the Government of 
India is carried on under the traditions of the Indian Civil Service, I think 
that we shall have to carry on as best as we can. Where I wish to join 
issue with the speakers opposite is that they cannot hold the whole magis- 
terial and the whole judicial services as corrupt. I am sure that when they 
think over the subject more carefully they will realize that there must be 
some good men among these Magistrates and Judges who carry on their 
duties in an honourable way. I sometimes feel that if we run down our own 
brothers who hold the majority of posts in those departments we demean 
ourselves in the eyes of those who are not very sympathetic towards us. 
(Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: That is why you are shielding corruption!) In 
my view this is not the right way of tackling the problem. That mistakes 
do occur, that there are defects which we must remove, 1 admit, but to get 
up and say that their judgments are influenced by official decisions and 
official instructions is not only improper but unkind and unjust 
(Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: All truths are not palatable.) As regards the 
improvement of our judicial system, we shall do our best but to say in the 
same breath that the Judiciary and the Executive should be separated and 
then to run down the High Court is, I do not think, in the best interests 
of the service. They are breaking their own argument. I again repeat 
that the separation of the two functions of Government is very necessary, 
but not on the arguments presented by members opposite. I hope in future 
they will mend their way and not run dowm our own brothers in the Judicial 
Service or any other service of the country (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal*. The 
Chief Justice is not our brother) because our brothers in these services, 
•whether they are 3rd class Magi^ates or District Judges or even High 
Court Judges, try to do their best according to their light to serve the 
interests of the litigants as well as the general public. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, in rising to speak a few 
words on the Judicial Budget I should begin by offering my congratulations 



to the Hon’ble Judicial Minister for reserving a few appointments for the 
members of the Scheduled Castes. I would only remind him that he would 
now bo good enough to take his decision at an early date so that those 
candidates may no longer remain in suspense. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
Not before the Assembly session is over !) In coming to his own conclusion 
I would also appeal that he will not as in the past or in the present introduce 
others as members of the Scheduled Castes for making these appointments 
from among the candidates. He will be good enough to keep to the list 
which is settled by His Majesty's Government in finding out the true 
members of this community. Now, Sir, coming to the budget itself and the 
few cut motions discussed on the floor of the House I can well appreciate 
the difficulties of my honourable friend, Dr. Sanyal, for be has never been a 
member of the legal profession, but 1 do not really understand the grievances 
of my honourable friend, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, who claims to be and 
is a member of the legal profession and as such he should have been able 
to see to these things as to how justice is administered in any court of law. 
You can really take a man to task for what he is able to do but has not 
done, but you cannot take one to task for what one is not able to do and has 
not done it. 

Now, Sir, so far as the administration of justice in this province is 
cincerned, it is a patent fact that it is not certainly for the Government of 
Bengal as it is functioning today to be responsible for all the different 
things that are happening in the courts of law in different places. It is 
indeed true that in the dispensation of justice you must be able through 
your courts to inspire confidence in public minds, but before you are able to 
do so you must also ensure that you have got the right type of men at the 
helm of affairs who are called upon to administer justice in this country. 
Therefore, Sir, we are brought back to the elementary question as to 
whether the Government of Bengal can be said to be responsible for making 
appointment of all these judicial officers. There are various agencies by 
which these appointments are made. If we only take the simplest case of 
those who are called upon to administer civil justice, my point will be a 
bit clear. # Till the Government of India Act, 1935, came into operation all 
these appointments were practically made by the High Court acting under 
the Civil Courts Act of 1882: the lowest rung, namely, the Munsif’s cadre, 
is entirely within their province. The High Court appointed Munsifs 
and from amongst the Munsifs promotion to the next higher cadre, namely, 
the Subordinate Judges, has been made and is still made by the High Court. 

Now, Sir, so far as the movement of these officers from one place to 
another is concerned, it is still wdthin the purview of the Ilou’ble High 
Court, and as was' explained by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, Nawab 
Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, when presenting his first Budget in 
August, 1937, and his second Budget in March, 1938, when the first 
Ministry was functioning, he pointed out to the House that the High Court 
has got an autonomy though the province of Bengal has been given another 
autonomy. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Imperium im imperw.) There- 
fore, Sir, it was difficult for one provincial autonomy to control another 
autonomy which was perfectly independent of the executive government to 
administer their own affairs. So far as the District Judges are concerned, 
w© know they are chosen from out of the senior members of the Indian 
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Civil Service or out of the senior Subordinate Judges who are promoted to 
that cadre on the recommendation of the High Court and accepted by the 
Government of Bengal. The Federal Public Service Commission is also 
consulted. That being the position, Sir, it is difficult foT one to appreciate 
the grievances that my friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal or Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal has made about the way in which these officers are functioning in 
the interior. So far as the High Court is concerned, they are above all 
criticism by this House, and we know that before the Government of India 
Act, 1935, came into operation the High Court Judges were appointed by 
His Majesty's Government at the instance of the Governor-General and the 
Provincial Government had also some say. But after the Government of 
India Act, 1935, came into operation, the Provincial Government have got 
no say in the matter. Even when acting appointments have to be made, 
they are made on the recommendation of the lion’ hie the Chief Justice 
when the Governor of the province is consulted. That being the position, 
it cannot really be said that the Judicial Department of the Government of 
Bengal have not been doing what they have got the power to do. I feel 
that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department will certainly be 
able td convince the House that he cannot be held responsible for this sort 
of things. We have always known that the Hon’ble Nawab Musharuft* 
Hossain has never been criticised as Minister in charge of the Judicial 
Department, from this point of view. All that has been said has been that 
this Budget should be allowed to go through, with the remark that more 
amount should be added so that the Naw'ab Saheb may be able to meet the 
wishes of the members of this House. 

With these words, Sir, I offer my congratulation to the Hon’ble Minister 
for getting a larger amount than what was done previously. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Sir, on behalf of the Ulema party 1 wish to make 
a few observations and suggestions. First of all, 1 agree with my esteemed 
friend, Mr. Abdur ltahman Siddiqi, that there are limitations under the 
Government of India Act regarding the judiciary, hut even within those 
limitations it should be the special duty of the Government of t[»e day and 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department to appoint the right 
type of men as Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders as suggested 
by Mr. Mullick, because on that really depends the proper administration 
of justice. Sir, it is a well-kown fact that Public Prosecutors demand fees 
in addition to w f hat they are entitled to get from Government, from the 
parties concerned. This is nothing hut oppression on the part of those who 
are meant to render help to the administration of proper justice. 1 am told 
that in sessions eases after a day’s hard labour they do not feel happy to 
go hack to their homes empty-handed. And on that plea they demand 
additional fees from the parties. I would therefore suggest that Public 
Prosecutors and Government Pleaders should be paid their fees daily by 
way of encouragement. Mr. Mullick has suggested that the right type of 
men should be selected. In this connection, Sir, I would enquire what is the 
right type of men wanted. One class of men will say that this is the right 
type of men and another class will say that quite the reverse type is the 
right type. Sir, w*e of the Ulema group say that w*e believe in Divine 
Dispensation and what is revealed in the Shariat should be the criterion 
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to decide what is the rifrht type of men for this purpose. Man is always 
subject to errors: man is always apt to commit blunders. Therefore we 
have firm faith and belief in Divine Revelations and in nothing else. 
From personal experience of men in this country and abroad and from 
history we find that the Divine Dispensation is the only saviour for all human 
beings. And ours being the Last Dispensation 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanaullah, you are speaking on the administration 
of justice done by human beings and you should deal with that only. 

Dr. SANAULLAH: That is exactly what I am coming to. No doubt 
that human beings will administer justice but the judges should be the 
right type of men and the witneses should be honest and truthful. That 
is the reason why we believe in angels who are truth personified. That is 
why we think that the Omnipotent and Omniscient Allah should be our 
Guide and honesty should be our motto when appointing Public Prosecutors 
and Government Pleaders. 

(At this stage the house was adjourned for fifteen minutes for prayer.) 

( After adjourn mvnt.) 

The Hon’Me Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAlN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, my friend Mr. Sanyal No. 1 — Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Knnynl — haH given 
us a list of general cases which happened in the country. lie does not 
furnish us with the name of a single person who is involved in it. As I 
saw the Civil List, 1 found that more than 80 per cent, of the Rubdivisional 
Officers are men of Caste Hindus. If my friend can think that they are 
not fit for these places, 1 think they condemn themselves. (Laughter) 1 
cannot for a moment believe that the statement which my friend bus put 
before the House actually reflects the truth. It may he in his imagination. 

He might have got some hallucination which has produced all these cases, 
otherwise if he had the courage, he could have given us the names of all 
those officers who created all the mischief that he has painted before us. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. For 
reasons of parliamentary propriety I cannot give the names. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know that. He cannot say that. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAlN, Khan Bahadurs 

From my experience I have never come across in my public life up to date 
any act of the kind which my friend has just narrated before the House. 

I am at least 20 years senior to him and during all these forty years of my 
public life, I have never heard that any officer can do as mean and cowardly 
an act as he has actually placed before the House. When the facts are 
not before the Government, he is not in a position to say whether Govern- 
ment can take any action at all against the officers who are guilty, as my 
friend was saying, of a wrong that has been perpetrated and this I can say 
on behalf of the Home Minister as well. Neither the Home Minister nor 
the Minister of Civil Supplies is aware of the facts which my friend has 
placed before the House. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: How can they? They 
will never be aware.) Then the question is if it is a vague generalisation 
like this, I do not believe that any action can be taken or any action can 
be suggested to the right quarters even. 
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Then comes my friend Dr. Sanyal. He in his usual way has complained 
against the High Court. He says that the High Court is not working 
properly. May I point out to him just one instance (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal : Pollard case) where the High Court said that the Government 
of India even is not right in having an Ordinance (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
For which you are appealing to the Privy Council.) under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules. That has been declared to be ultra vires by this 
very High Court (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Not by this Chief Justice.) 
and that has also been accepted by the Federal Court (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: But the Government of Bengal has not accepted it). Here you 
had been speaking against the High Court and not against any particular 
Judge, but if this High Court was not in existence, then who would have 
given you this judgment? That shows that the High Court has been 
working independently and for the good of the country. 

Then, as regards some of the allegations which my friend Dr. Sanyal 
has made 

Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE. On a question of privilege, Sir. 
The mike is not working. We c annot hear the Hon’ble Minister at all. 

Mr, SPE AKERS It iB working. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is just like the other organs of the 
Government. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’bfe Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I may simply tell him that as far as my knowledge goes, they have been 
working rightly and honestly. I oppose the motion that has been moved 
by him. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Pollard 4? prosecution 43 
sanction FR ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is not my department which is responsible for this. As regards sanction 
I may tell him that it is the Home Department which is responsible for all 
these actions and my department cannot be held responsible for these things. 
When the fact is like this I cannot but oppose the motion of my friend 
Dr. Sanyal : 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: For once you do not oppose; let us see 
what happens! (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, khan Bahadur: 

As regards Maulvi Asliar Ali be has made some allegations. He has said 
that we are delaying in making some appointments. I may say that better 
delay than do a thing so quickly. Mv friend ought to know in this case 
„ difficulty of appointment is really very great. It is not a one-party 
question. District Officers and Divisional Commissioners also come into 
the picture, and whenever an appointment is to be made, that appointment 
must have the approval of all the parties Concerned. Here the Minister is 
not the only person who is concerned. When the Minister disagrees, the 
matter goes to the Commissioner and the Collector, and it takes a long 
time for us to get their opinion. 
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As regards some of the people who are still working as Government 

Pleaders and Public Prosecutors (Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: You must 
stand by the rights of those old men !) you cannot all on a sudden turn out 
these people for whom we have not provided any pension. If you want to 
turn out a man who has given you service for years, you must think of his 
case seriously before you do so. We can give them some extension and get 
their services. Of course time has come when we should do something and 
if the House thinks that they should go, they will go and I will carry out 
the wish of the House. (A voice: Give them some allowance.) As regards 
allowances, I cannot say anything. In these circumstances, I do not think 
that I can support the motion of my friend Maulvi Axhar Ali also and I 
oppose it. 

The motion of Maulvi Azhar Ali that the demand of Hs. 80,99,000 for 
expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice 1 * be reduoed 
by Its. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 80,99,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion oi Maulvi Idris Ahmad Mia that the demand of Rs. 80,99,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nailnaksha Sanval that the demand of Rs. 80,99,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice*’ lie reduced 
by Ks. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawnb Musharruft Hussain, Khan Bahadur, 
that a sum of Rs. 80,99.000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“27 Administration of Justice” was then put and agreed to. 

42 — Co-operation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 17,17,000 be granted tor expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation”. 

Sir, in presenting these demands 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it will be better if you reserve your remarks 
until cut motions are moved. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, 1 feel that most of 

the points to be raised in the cut motions will be met. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The whole trouble is that whatever you may say now, 
the Opposition members will move their cut motions. Therefore it will be 
better if you reserve your remarks. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, at the fag end of 

the clay it becomes very anomalous to reply to to all the points to be raised 
categorically. 

• Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Five to seve$ minutes. 
Mr. SPEAKER: All right, go on. 
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* Th# Hoft’bto Mr. JOCENORA NATH MANDAL: Sir, in presenting 
these demands I would submit in brief the policy of the Government so far 
as this department is concerned. With regard to the debt of members of 
rural societies, most of which have become frozen, the policy of the depart- 
ment as in previous years has been to have this debt settled through 
debt settlement boards according to their repaying capacity and arrange 
payment thereof through suitable instalments spread over a number of years 
not exceeding 15 as may be necessary. Members are now coming to debt 
settlement boards in increasing numbers — 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. On a point of order, Sir. He is 
speaking regarding debt settlement board. This demand is for “Co- 
operation”. He has probably got that speech ready with regard to debt 
settlement boards but the present demand is under “Co-operation”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two different demands — one “Debt Concilia- 
tion” and the other “Co-operation”. I think it will be better if the Hon’ble 
Minister confines himself to co-operation minus Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, the function of 
the ordinary debt settlement boards is to settle 

Mr, SPEAKER: The best thing would be if you had moved both 
“General Administration — Debt Conciliation” and “Co-operation” together. 
Now you have already moved “Co-operation”. You move the demand 
under the other head too and then deliver one speech. That will cover the 
whole case. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir 
That cannot be done because “Debt Conciliation” is covered by a different 
grant. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no harm because these are allied subjects 
like Public Health and Medical. There is no harm in moving them together 
and making one speech. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: They are two different 
grants. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: There is a great deal 
of difference between the two. The function of debt settlement boards is 
to settle debts of ordinary creditors but 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I have got some ideas about Co-operation and 
Debt Conciliation. 1 can distinguish the two. There is no doubt about 
that. It can be distinguished one from the other and speeches may l>e 
adapted accordingly. I suggest that because there is some relation between 
the two, it might be desirable and it might facilitate diseusion if these 
two grants be moved together and one discussion followed. It would save 
time if there is no objection on either side to that procedure. I am not 
going to insist upon that. That is not my idea at all. But in that case 
you Will have to be very careful in making your speech. You will have to 
confine yourself to Co-operation minus Debt Conciliation. 

Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If you will be good enough 
to look at the Red Book, you will find that Co-operation is Grant No. 42 
and Debt Conciliation Grant No. 25. I submit that my hon’ble friend the 
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Minister will have to move these two grants separately. Hia speech on 
Grant No. 25 will have to be different from his speech on Grant No. 42. 
The Hon’ble Minister perhaps has got his manuscript ready lumping up the 
two grants and it may be convenient for him but I submit that under the 
rules the two grants must be moved separately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no good wasting time, Mr. Mandal, please go 
on with your speech on Co-operation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: The department is 
anxious to see that the debts of all the members are settled as early as 
possible so that the correct position of the assets of the co-operative societies 
may be ascertained and ways and means devised for the rehabilitation of 
the movement. The policy of helping the members with seasonal credit for 
the cultivation of crops also continues. The issue of such loans suffered 
to an extent this year due to the disturbed conditions in the eastern part 
of the province owing to the war and also due to certain delay in the 
resumption of the actual business relationship with the Provincial Hank 
which was suspended for a year because of non-fulfilment of certain condi- 
tions of crop loan which used to be issued through the said Hank. A total 
crop loan of Rs. 17,39,485 has so far been advanced and some applications 
for loans arc pending. The total Budget provision for crop loan through 
co-operative societies during the year was Its. 60,00,000. 

Issue of long-term loans has now been definitely taken away from the 
Central Hanks which are for the present left with crop loans only and is 
being entrusted to a special type of hanks whirl) arc known as Land Mort- 
gage Hanks of which we have now 9 in 9 districts of the province. One 
more such bank was established at Feni in the district of Noakhali, but 
could not be given a start due to the intensive military activities in the area. 

The proposal of raising funds for these banks through debentures has 
not materialised. The advice of the Reserve Hank of India has been against 
the floating of any debenture so long as the present unsettled conditions in 
the money market continue. The Bengal Provincial Co-operative Hank, 
Limited, which was financing the Land Mortgage Hanks as a temporary 
measure discontinued to do so as it did not suit it to advance long-term 
loans with short-term deposits received by it. Accordingly, the Govern- 
ment has undertaken to finance these hanks from the last year. A sum of 
Rs. 2 lakhs was advanced during the previous year for this purpose and 
another sum of Its. 3g lakhs has been provided in the current year's 
Budget. There has been comparatively smaller demand for loans from 
these hanks during the year as the substantia] agriculturists who are served 
by them are now better off due to the abnormal rise in the prices of agricul- 
tural commodities. 

A subcommittee for the co-operative movement in Bengal under the 
Bengal Post-War Reconstruction Committee has recently been appointed. 
The terms of reference include almost all the aspects of the movement. 

In view of the very satisfactory paddy harvest this year and the very 
favourable market conditions, a collection drive has been arranged in all 
the districts of the province and an extensive propaganda is in progress to 
induce the agriculturists to take the full advantage of the present highly 
advantageous position and reduce their debt to the best of their capacity. 
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The collection is expected to considerably improve this year with a decidedly 
salutary effect on the movement as a whole. 

Increasing attention is being paid to the development of co-operative * 
marketing. The marketing societies made considerable progress during the 
last two years and earned large profits due to the exceptionally good market 
prevailing in those years. This has enabled them to build up substantial 
reserve funds to their material advantage. The Gosaba Sale and Supply 
Society in the district of the 24-Parganas and the Parbatipur Sale and 
Supply Society in Dinajpur district made a profit of about Rs. 2,30,000 and 
2 lakhs respectievly this year. Other societies also earned a good profit to 
the advantage of their members. The number v of marketing societies is 40 
of which 11 are financed by Government. 

There has been a great demand for consumers’ societies during the year 
owing to the abnormal food situation in the country. Not less than 200 
such societies have been organised in all parts of the province. Thirty -one 
of them have been established in the city of Calcutta itself. Thirteen of 
these societies have also been included in the present rationing scheme. 
Apart from this, many of the Central Banks and important co-operative 
societies have opened a store section and are supplying foodstuffs to the 
consuming public at reasonable prices. A large number of Central Banks 
have also been appointed as distributing agents for standard cloth. A few 
participated in the last Avs Procurement and Purchase Scheme of the Civil 
Supplies Department and collected about 80, 000 maunds of paddy and rice 
from both members and non-members. A large number of them and also 
the marketing societies are participating in the present Avian Procurement 
and purchase Scheme of the Civil Supplies Department. 

Many of the Central Banks have earned substantial profits through the 
side business in controlled commodities, standard cloth and also by supply 
of am paddy to the Civil Supplies Department. They are on the one hand 
serving the consuming public and on the other improving the financial 
position to their much needed relief. War orders for supply of textile 
goods manufactured by co-operative societies to the value of Rs. 6 lakhs 
were secured from the Department of Supply, Government of India — jths 
of these orders hove been satisfactorily executed and the remaining Jth is 
under execution. This has provided work to the members of the weavers ’ 
societies during the present distress and revived the activities of these 
societies. The members have also acquired a proficiency in improved weav- 
ing which will be helpful to them in their profession. 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘42 — Co-operation” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

In moving this motion, Sir, I wish to raise a discussion about the failure 
of Government to take effective steps to give relief to the members of the 
rural societies from their heavy debts they have been unfortunately involved 
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(The member having reached time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mftttlvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I have got another motion which 1 
want to move and on which I want to speak also. 
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Mr. SPEAKER; You can simply move the other motion formally if 
you like but you cannot have any more time to speak on it. 

MauJvi WALIUR RAHMAN! Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation" be reduced 
by R s. 100. 

I move this motion, Sir, with a view to raising a discussion about the 
failure of Government to reorganise the movement in the right line to 
improve the economic condition ,of the people. 

Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co- 
operation” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, in moving this motion I want to raise a discussion about the supply 
of adulterated co-operative milk. 

1 beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure 
under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion, Sir, with a view to raise a discussion about the 
failure of the Government to bring handloom industry of the province 
under co-operative societies. 

This evening, Sir 

ITOw Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDALs On a point of order. 
Sir. The first motion intends to raise a discussion about the supply of 
adulterated co-operative milk. What does the mover mean by that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I shall just now make it 
clear to the llon’ble Minister himself and to the House what is meant 
by a discussion about the supply of adulterated co-operative milk, and I 
fthull satisfy the House that milk supply in this case is a matter which 
concerns the Co-operative Department. 

Sir, one retired Deputy Registrar of the department was appointed a 
Special Officer for the Provincial Co-operative Bank. He could not remain 
satisfied with this new job alone but he managed to get himself nominated 
on the Board of Directors ot the Co-operative Milk Union and also got 
himself appointed as the Deputy Chairman on a monthly salary of Rs. 150. 
This officer functioned there for some time as the Deputy Chairman drawing 
Rs. 150 in addition to the salary which lie drew from the Bengal Public 
Exchequer. During his time corruption was noticed in the affairs of the 
union and it rose to such a height that the Board of Directors were dis- 
gusted and cut down his salary from Rs. 150 to Rs. 75. They thought 
that he would resign as a result of the step that they had taken. But he 
did not. Subsequently, the Board of Directors by a resolution forced him 
to tender his resignation aud then he resigned. But he is still shining as 
a Special Officer of the Provincial Co-operative Bank absolutely for nothing. 
Soon after that another supporter of the Ministry was again nominated on 
the Board of Directors and was also appointed through the instrumentality 
or influence of the present Ministry as Deputy Chairman of the Milk Union, 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: On a point of order, 
Sir. Hia motion relates to the subject of supply of adulterated milk by a 
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certain organisation, but is he in order when he discusses what has happened 
to that society, its administration, its origin and so on? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly he is entitled to discuss these things in a 
Budget discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: That may be, but 

is it permissible 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it is 


Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Then, Sir, he was 
appointed Deputy Chairman and he was draw ing and is still drawing Ks. 150 
from that union. And who is this gentleman? He is no other person than 
the Parliamentary Secretary of the Co-operative Department. He is draw- 
ing hundreds of rupees from the Bengal exchequer as a Parliamentary 
Secretary and he has been as Deputy Chairman drawing Rs. 150 which is 
equal to the salary of the member of this House. I question the propriety 
of this gentleman becoming the Deputy Chairman. Is it permissible under 
Government rules? It is during his tenure of office that there has been 
adulteration of milk to its present extent. 

Sir, a fund has been opened by this gentleman. He is at the helm of 
affairs of the union as Deputy Chairman. The fund is krtown as the 
Special Contingency Fund. Why? The reason is very clear. Some time 
ago there was detection and there were some cases and those cases ended in 
convictions. This union was convicted and fined several times, 

Then, Sir, the Medical College is the biggest consumer of this union and 
the authorities were dissatisfied. There were good many cases from that 
institution. Then in order to satisfy, in order to silence them, Govern- 
ment has nominated the Secretary of the Medical College on the Board of 
Directors of this union. That w r as not the end of the mutter. The special 
contingency fund created by this gentleman, the Deputy Chairman, is being 
utilised to silence the Medical College staff by underhand meuns. 

Now, Sir, milk is purchased from members of the union at a lower 
rate. These poor people cannot raise their little fingers against this 
gentleman, they cannot say anything because he is a semi-Minister or lie 
has the Minister at his back. Milk is adulterated ; milk is purchased from 
these members of the union at a lower rate, and adulterated milk is pur- 
chased in the market. Not only that, Buffalo’s milk is purchased and 
water is added to it to dilute it. Skimmed milk is also purchased and 
diluted with water as the skimmed milk has the highest specific gravity. 
I do not know whether there is any bargain in the profit between this 
Deputy Chairman aftd the employees of the union. The Minister has to 
explain the conduct of this Deputy Chairman, because after all he happens 
to be the Parliamentary Secretary of the Minister. 

Sir, I now pass on to the other motion and I will try to finish in a 
minute. The grant under this head is unsatisfactory. There was a grant 
from the Central Government for organising this handloom industry in 
Bengal. That was to some extent utilised by the previous Government but 
this Government did not take any initiative for popularising handlooiu 
industry in Bengal, and there is absolutely no provision in the Budget for 
organising it. You know. Sir. that there are classes of weavers in this 
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country, both Hindus and Mussalmans, who are known as tantis and 
hwkwn. They have been turned destitute by the last famine and the 
Budget will show that a paltry sum of Bs. 1 lakh and 90 thousand has been 
provided for getting nets and looms for them. Yesterday my honourable 
friend Mr. Datta pointed out that the fishermen, cobblers and other back- 
ward classes are neglected in the sphere of education. I would submit that 
not only in the sphere of education but in other spheres also they are trodden 
hordes and nobody takes care of them. There is fly shuttle weaving in our 
part of the country among the Muslim weavers. It is a nice thing to see. 
Even the womenfolk at leisure hours produce cloth and Innyis, If there 
was a Government subsidy, if there was a Government grant, if there was 
regular and sufficient help, if they were orgnised under co-operation, if 
there was co-ordination and co-operation between the Departments of 
Industry and Co-operation, certainly this class of people or classes of people 
would have their backbone straight and they might have stood the shock of 
the last famine and Government would not have to spend any amount for 
purchasing the fishing nets and looms. 

Mr. 8U KUMAR DUTTAl Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs, 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42— Co-operation” be 
reduced by Its. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 

the scheme for the development, of handloom industries. I also support the 
motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar. 

Sir, this Co-operative Department bus absolutely failed to organise and' 
improve the handloom industry in Bengal though it had great opportunities 
of doing so. The major portion of the grant for handloom industry from 
the Tndia Government goes to the Co-operative Department and so the res- 
ponsibility of the department for the development of handloom industry is 
very great, but in the past this department has misspent the money for this 
grant in a manner which is not at all excusable. A calendering machine 
was bought from the money from this grant which was subsequently used 
by a power loom factory. Nearly halt of the grant was spent in subsidising 
one solitary organisation which did very little for the development of the 
handloom industry. I only hope that this money should be spent for this 
purpose. 

In recent times the Co-operative Department did not enjoy a good repu- 
tation for honesty and efficiency. The defalcation and subsequent bank- 
ruptcy of the numerous co-operative credit societies is a scandal. The 
department has nothing to be proud of. Of course, as regards handloom 
the department ha* not fared so badly but still much is left undone and 
there is scope for great improvement. The Minister in charge and the 
responsible officers of the department should take this up in right earnest 
They must realise the importance of developing handloom industry special- 
ly at this time. They should take a lesson from Madras where handloom 
co-operative societies are a splendid success. Unfortunately, the Ministers 
themselves seldom look into these matters and things are left to the perma- 
nent officials who seldom bother much about any scheme. Thus even under 
the so-called self-government there is very little improvement in the nation 
building department. I sincerely appeal to the Minister-in-charge who has 
recently been in the gadi not to follow the foot-prints of his predecessors 
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in merely leaving everything to the official but to take a personal interest 
in the Jiandloom industry the development of which is a vital problem of 
this province. I can assure him that he shall get every co-operation in this 
matter from the Opposition benches. 

In this connection I should mention that the three departments dealing 
with handloom industry, namely, the Co-operative, the Industries and the 
Civil Supplies whose business is the yarn control which is very much vital 
to the handloom industry, should be co-ordinated and u conference should 
at once be convened with the Ministers in charge of the departments and 
the M. L. As. from different handloom centres to formulate a scheme for 
the development of handloom industry and steps should he immediately 
taken to the formation of an autonomous handloom board with adequate 
funds for the execution of such schemes. That this department is not well 
alert to the interest of handloom industry is apparent from the fact that it 
has not protested against the imposition of sales tux on handloom products 
which has affected the sale of the handloom products from the co-operative 
depots. I request the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative 
Department through you to take this matter up even at this late hour before 
the new sales tax passes through the Upper House. 

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co- 
operation” he reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
failure of Government in organising more consumers’ village co-operative 
societies in rural Bengal. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I crave your permis- 
sion to move the motion standing in the name of my esteemed friend 
Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, who is under detention. I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” 
be reduced by Its. 100 to raise a discussion about the failure of Govern- 
ment to set up co-operative consumers’ societies and purchase and sale 
societies to reduce the harmful activities of the hoarders and black marketers 
and the failure to financially help and encourage the existing co-operative 
consumers’ and purchase and Rale societies in existence and for not giving 
the charge of distributing rationed articles to about 40 of the existing 
consumers’ stores of the province. 

Sir, unlike our previous speakers this evening, I would like to stiike a 
new note. I would submit that the Government of Bengal have lost a 
valuable opportunity and have allowed something which could be built 
upon the debris of u devastated nation to be left unfinished. Last year 
when we had famine stalking this land there was insistent demand from 
various parts to have all-parties or non-parties local food committees set up 
for rural areas both lor collecting local resources as much as possible as well 
as to assess the needs and help in the disrtibution of foodstuffs. Food 
committees were constituted at an enormous cost at different places, but 
unfortunately 1 i tt It* heed was paid to the possibility of co-operative organi- 
sation in every part of Bengal to undertake the huge task of not only main- 
taining civil supplies but also rehabilitation of the dying and devastated 
countryside. Our grievance is that throughout the last M or 40 years of the 
co-operative movement in this province more emphasis has been laid on 
credit societies than on other co-operative organisations and neither 
consumers' societies nor multiple societies received the requisite attention. 
As a result when we were in need of a machinery to assist Government in 
this important task of maintaining food and the essentials of the lives of 
the people Government had to look first to the trade and when trade agency 
was found to be not adequate enough or corrupt in malpractices Govern- 
ment bad to set up its own machinery composed of Government servants 
and nominees. In both these attempts and experiments we had un- 
fortunately much sad experience and my grievance is that Government did 
not take sufficient steps to allow a new organisation on the basis of co- 
operation, which was practically the only possible organisation to give 
proper succour to the people, to be built up, without depending on private 
organisations on profit basis. I submit. Sir, that it is not yet too late and 
I know there are co-operators throughout this province who are anxious to 
assist Government in this important task. 
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We are not yet out of the wood and I feel that if Government takes tha 
matter up more seriously and sincerely, it is not yet too late to set up a 
sufficient number of co-operative societies, to have a net work created 
throughout the province for taking up this important task of maintaining 
civil supplies. 

While on this, I cannot but sound a note of warning to the Government 
regarding this setting up of co-operative machinery for in one respect they 
have so far failed to inspire confidence. One important reason for the 
failure has heen the failure to select proper officials. The efficiency of the 
staff and their integrity have not been up to our expectations mainly because 
the selection of the staff has not been done on the basis on which we would 
like it to he done namely through the help of the Public Service Commis- 
sion. The staff in the Co-operative Department, the inspectors and auditors 
in particular and even up to the Assistant Registrar, they are selected by a 
small sub-committee or a Hoard composed of the Registrar, the Deputy 
Registrar, the Parliamentary Secretary and one Social Officer ami the 
Personal Assistant to the Registrar Of these people, again unfortunately 
for us, two officers are holding officiating appointments and therefore they 
cannot but go on pleasing the powers that he. The third officer who is the 
Personal Assistant is one about whom the province went into furore a few 
years ago and about whom a severe castigation was also made by a Tribunal 
of the Government and >et. Sir, that officer has now heen brought down to 
assist the department not only as Personal Assistant to the Registrar but 
also us an important person to select new entrants to the department. He 
is nothing more than a bazar sirurr of the Minister in eharge. 

The Parliamentary Secretary who is a particular friend of mine is one 
of the persons who i> also helping in the selection, about whose activities 
certain revelations have been made in the House today I would not like 
to dwell on that matter any more. 

With regard to the transfer and appointments, considerations other than 
efficiency have been allowed in such a manner to come into pluv that the 
whole department lias become corrupt and suspect. 1 would appeal to the 
Government to see that the situation is at least attempted to be taken out 
of this rut and in thi.s matter it is not merely that Hindus are suffering but 
Hindus and Muslims both suffer equally. I say, Sir, that there have been 
Muslims in th(* department who have given very good sendee but they are 
stepped over by certain relations or friends of particular persons in high 
office. In Calcutta, for example, there is one relation of an important 
member of this ITou$f who although a Matriculate and was a few years 
ago only an Inspector of the department low in the grade, was temporarily 
promoted in the department a" a Divisional Auditor and while he was 
officiating as such only for seven days, within 7 days, he was promoted to 
the post of an Assistant Registrar and he was given charge of the import- 
ant district, Calcutta itself. That gentleman superseded the claims of 
numerous Divisional Auditors and Inspectors, Hindus as well as Muslims. 

Transfers are being made on communal and patronage basis. Here also 
not only the Hindus hut also the Muslims suffer. Two Muslim officers, 
Assistant Registrars, were transferred to Chittagong from Dacca one after 
the other. The first one had only a few months to serve before retiring and 
6 
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yet because he could not please certain superior boss he had to go on 
transfer on the eve of retirement. The vacancy caused has not been filled 
up. The inefficiency of the department is also due to the fact that numer- 
ous cases of appointments are pending. Appointments are not made 
permanent. Persons are allowed to hold certain temporary posts and local 
arrangements are resorted to to enable patronage to be distributed without 
reference to higher authorities or to ordinary rules of appointment in 
Government service. Temporary appointments are not attended to by the 
higher officials in the Secretariat so much So, in the name of temporary 
appointments persons are allowed to hold office for nearly 15 or 18 months 
and so on. That upset* the programme of either the Communal Ratio 
Service Rules or anything else, viz., promotion on grounds of merit. 
Persons are also allowed to hold local posts which are temporarily created 
ostensibly for taking up some immediate problems at the beginning and 
when local problems take the shape of provincial issues, these persons are 
allowed to hold the posts without reference to the usual rules of recruitment 
and they continue to hold them for a long time with the result that undesir- 
able persons are permitted to continue in the department without any 
scrutiny. In this way we find that there are a large number of posts and 
important offices in the department which are allowed to remain unfilled 
for nearly two years. A large number of posts were ^t ill lying vacant. 
Advertisements were issued, selections were proposed to be made about six 
months ago, interviews were finished about two months ago and yet, Sir, 
the appointments have been kept pending. 

Here I come to another interesting point. We have l>een noticing tins 
malpractice from this side of the House not merely with regard to this 
Government but also the other Governments previous to this which were 
equally responsible in this respect. This is to hold up appointment in the 
Co-operative Department till the Assembly session is over. I do not know 
what is the real intention of holding up certain appointments but we have 
had occasions to find out that there are members of this Assembly who run 
to Ministers in charge and the Government for helping their friends and 
relations with jobs and I am afraid I shall not be far wrong in presuming 
that these appointments are always held up as baits to keep the party in 
strength. Here I would first invite the attention of the House to an ex- 
Minister who is now smiling, viz., Mr. Mukunda Behai \ Mullick who was 
the greatest sinner in that respect. 

I submit that the affairs of the department have been allowed to go so 
much wrong because auditing has not been permitted properly. During 
the lust two or three \ ears, auditors have not gone to a large number of 
banks and. Sir, as a result, we are not in a position to know what the finan- 
cial conditions of some of f,he banks are. In that respect, even the Provin- 
cial Co-operative Bunk of which my friend Mr. Wordsworth is the Chairman 
is equally guilty. We have not Wen in possession of the audit report for 
the year 1141-42 although two years are nearly over and therefore no 
general meeting is likely t<» be held or is possible. 

Coming to the Provincial Co-operative Bank, we understand that there 
was a proposal to appoint a .Chief Auditor for that bank. This appoint- 
ment has been kept pending. . Although there was a Public Service Commit 
aion recommendation, Governnnent are sitting on the file for reasons best 
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known to themselves. There is a proposal for having an expert for that 
particular bank but I am not sure if the recommendation of the Reserve 
Bank of India is going to be accepted with regard to the qualifications of 
that officer who is so much needed 

(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, befofe I touch upon 
the one point on which I wish to speak may I reply to an observation of 
Dr. Sanyal’s? He said that I or the bank of which I am the Chairman, 
was guilty of a dereliction of duty. Let me explain. We cannot have a 
general meeting. We ought to have it. We are anxious to huve it, hut 
by our bye-laws and the rules of the department we cannot have it until 
we have received the audit report from the department. (Dr. Naun.yksija 
Sanya i. : That is what I said.') For several months we have been trying 
to get that audit report which is in the department but for some reason or 
other it has been found impossible to send that report across from Writers' 
Buildings to the east side of the Dalhousie Square, where we have our office. 
As soon as we get that repoit we shall have our general meeting which is 
long overdue through no fault of mine or of the Co-operative Bank. J shall 
touch upon one point in this long resolution of Mr. Silmnth Banerjee which 
Dr. Sanyal has so ably explained The point I wish to touch upon is the 
consumer’s credit Some of us were recently invited to various meetings 
about this in Calcutta and T expected to see considerable results but 1 do 
not know what has happened. Either the meeting has voted it, or some- 
thing else lias been done. It may be that proposals have been put up to 
Government. I myself know nothing. But it is deplorable that in a 
province, situated as this province is today, we have so little consumer’s 
credit. It would he a safety and bulwark of support to the public. The 
suggestion in the resolution is that Government should have set up these 
societies. I do not know whether Government could set them up : 1 do 

not know whether any one could set them up except those people who have 
enthusiasm amongst themselves can gather together and get the capital and 
find among themselves that business experience and ability which is neces- 
sary tor carrying on any organisation or institution of the kind. But if 
proposals do work 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Some Government, servants are paid 
for that work. 

Mf. W. C« W0RD8W0RTH: If proposals are with the Government, 

I would strongly advise to make the very best use of them and gne those 
people who are making proposals the fullest support and encouragement. 
In India we have little consumer’s credit : we have gone rather in the 
direction of agricultural credit for reasons that are obvious. But in the 
last census of population the consumer’s credit i* a natural logining of co- 
operation. There is further a change in the business outlook of the world 
which makes us believe that co-operative credit is going to be a \en large 
thing. The 19th century was occupied with the problems of production : 
the 20th century must solve problems of distribution if business arid industry 
are not to collapse. Similarly, whatever may have been done in co-opera- 
tion in the 19th century and in many countries, in my own, consumer '« 
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credit has been its main strength. The consumer must become the point of 
departure for the organisation of co-operation in future. It is the consumer 
who ultimately gives value to production and unless we can do what the 
consumer wants and unless the consumer joins together and decides what 
production shall do for him, how production shall be distributed in practice 
to him and how he himself shall pay for these products and use these 
products, there will be a very great gap in the industry 

I, therefore, recommend part of this resolution strongly to the Minister 
in charge of the department and to the department, and I may say here 
that I think that the department is sadly in need of some new stimulating 
idea. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: qprfffa TOtt VICTOR* 

top to i *r ctof <4$ orci tTTOr TO 6 ! 

tot TOr TO*f tot i ®c*Ht 

TOt TOf frfai fro tor 'rtfin? cTOf : TOR to to i fro 

TOTCTOff <?r<h C'P\ ST5t«OTT GOC\ fcfan ' c tf^rC"fT^’ ’Ffare fTOl co-operative society? 

<tri cTO 5,ooo\ TOl ’TO 5to TOR i 

*9 ??, fwft cTOtTO TOfa I 4*oK1 ^t*TO ^PTt<ft? c t 

51^5 «Tt^f«T 4?^ fcfan CTS?1 TO'R CTO I Cl CTO 

qptt flrt fr o <Rt& to szto TO sttor, ’TtTORvs: ,:s rfeTO '3 ^TO- 

TOTO i nfafisufro tor TO* fatss *n, to^ 

4?; top TOP FTO I TftTO TOTtTOTO 4$ CTO? TOR CTO 

TOt$ CP^n TO *T1 I TOtfaTO* TO '2 ^'QTO *$T3 ^ TO TOT*T 

TOi TO5 TOro i ^nfft ^rcTORre toTO toU? fefa 

<tr ?|*TO w^TOTOF 00 -operative^? CTO^ TO TOT ^^*TotR 

’TtTOTOri R ?RTO TOTW (TR »W TORI TOs ^TOTotFT 411 
*fW ‘ 6 t TO TO ^T??l TOR | 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Mi. Speaker, Sir, 
many points have been ruised in the cut motions but I feel much time will 
not be allowed to me to give replies to all the points. 

Sir, the points that have been raised by Mr. Wuliur Rahman have been 
met in my opening speech. Many things have been done, particularly by 
the establishment of Special Co-operative Debt Settlement Boards to liqui- 
date llit* debts of the members of the co-operative societies. 

Now, Sir, what he has stated in the concluding portion of his speech is 
that audit fee is being realised and that the members are hard hit by it. 
I admit it. It would be better if Government could abolish this system of 
realising audit fees from the societies. 

Then, Sir. another important point bus been raised that under the 
Money-Lenders’ Act only the double of the principal amount can be realised 
from a debtor, but with regard to a debt to the co-operative society, a 
debtor is not entitled to get that privilege. He is required to pay up 
interest for an unlimited period of time and a limitless amount. 
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Now, I would request the honourable members to realise that the credit 
supplied by the co-operative societies is secured by the Co-operative Central 
Banks and the deposits and the money of the share-holders constitute the 
capital of these Co-operative Central Banks. Now, the Central Banka 
have to pay interest to the depositors and the share-holders and the primary 
societies and co-operative societies have in their turn to pay interest to the 
Central Banks. If a debtor of a co-operative society is allowed to pay 
double the amount of the principal, then perhaps the co-operative societies 5 
will not be in a position to pay up interest to the Central Banks and the* 
Central Banks in their turn will not be in a position to pay interest to the 
share-holders and depositors. A question of principle is involved here and 
it is engaging the attention of Government. But if Government adopts the 
principle that under no condition a debtor of a co-operative society shall 
have to pay more than double the principal, then perhaps Government 
shall have to make a large subsidy to either the Central Co-operative Banks 
or to the Provincial Bank. It is a big question and it is engaging the 
attention of Government and we are contemplating what measures should 
be adopted to give relief to the debtors of co-operative societies. 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Are you going to give any relief to the 
Central Banks by way of subvention? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: N ow, Sir, allegations 
made by Mr Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar against the Calcutta Milk 
Union are unfounded and his observations and allegations deserve no reply 
because of the fact that the charges made by him were levelled not against 
Government but agunist a particular institution constituted under the Co- 
operative Societies Act. Then again, his complaints were prompted by a 
very’ interested motive and that is this. His son-in-law Khan Sahib 
Wahiduzzmun was the Deputy Chairman of the same Calcutta Milk Union 
and he used to draw a pay of Its. 150 per month. Now, the Board of 
Directors have replaced him by Khan Bahadur A Mur Rahman who is 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Department of Co-operative Credit and 
Rural Indebtedness and it is no fault of the department that the Board of 
Directors of the Milk Union have appointed a Parliamentary Secretary as the 
Deputy Chairman. Some salary is attached to the post from the beginning 
and everything — every function of the union — is controlled and guided 
according to the bye-laws framed by them. Now, Sir, I do not find any fault 
whatsoever in appointing a particular gentleman as the Deputy Chairman 
if the Milk Union think that by bis appointment the condition of the union 
would improve. 

Then, Sir, he has stated that the Milk Union has suffered several convic- 
tions. Those convictions, if suffered at all, were suffered during the 
Deputy Chairmanship of his son-in-law and not during the tenure of Khan 
Bahadur Abdur Rahman who is now the Deputy Chairman. 

Then complaints have been made regarding the adulteration of milk, 
but, so far as my information goes, the Secretary of the Milk Union who 
is a paid officer is taking the utmost care and caution to see that milk is 
not adulterated or water is not mixed with milk. The Milk Union pur- 
chases milk from its societies and it only pasteurises the milk here and 
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•distributee. The Milk Union supplies milk to innumerable respectable 
hotels, restaurants and hospitals of Calcutta. The mover of the motion has 
also stated that the Medical College made some complaints. But in spite 
♦of that, the Medical College is taking a large quantity of milk from the 
(Milk Union. Respectable restaurants like the Firpos are also getting their 
supply of milk from the Milk Union and innumerable other instances can 
be cited. Now, that is a business concern and if the customers find that 
the milk supplied by it is not genuine, then they can cease purchasing from 
the union. Government or this department has got very little to do with 
it. When any complaint is made to Government, Government surely makes 
an enquiry into the matter and tries to remedy the evil. (Mr Sukcm.au 
Durr a : Is it not the duty of the department to see that good milk is 
supplied?) Certainly. Limited companies are set up under the Companies 
Act and they manage their affairs according to their bye-laws, but the 
department is here to control and check their activities. If any complaint 
is made, surely the department is prepared to make an enquiry and remedy 
the evil. 

Sir, to the other allegations which in my consideration are very mean I 
need not make any reply. 

Then as regards the motion moved bv Mr. Sukumar Dutta, I may say 
that! many things have been done to improve the handloom industry of 
Bengal. Of course, prior to 191(), Government for want of adequate funds 
could not take up the matter in right earnest, but Government began to 
take interest for the development of the handloom industry from 191b. 
Till 1985 Government could not make much improvement, but after 19-15 
on receipt of a grant from the Government of India, the Provincial Govern- 
ment and this department have been taking much interest to improve the 
handloom industry. And my honourable friend will realise it by the fact 
that a few days back I presented a supplementary demand for this depart- 
ment alone and that sum was required to be spent or estimated for the 
development of handloom industry but he lias said that there is no provi- 
sion for the improvement of handloom industry. That is not a fact. 
There is provision for that and I would like to submit to my friend that 
this subject is engaging our utmost consideration and we are trying our 
level best to improve the handloom industry. Re should realise that there 
is great difficulty now in securing yarn and giving it to weavers societies. 
If I am allowed sufficient time I can submit facts as to how many weavers 
societies have been organised. At present there is one provincial society, 
12 unions and 358 primary weavers’ societies, with a total number of 
members of 0,898. 

Sir, I shall finish by making one or two replies to the charges made by 
I)r. Sanyal. The first portion of his speech was quite all right. I am also 
anxious to see that innumerable consumers societies are formed throughout 
the length and breadth of the country- But, Sir, it is for the public to 
organise such societies and Government and the staff of this department are 
very anxious to see that the entire province is covered with a network of 
consumers societies. The other allegations made by Dr. Sanyal are quite 
unfounded. Had he known the facts, he would not have made such 
remarks, I oppose all the cut motions moved. 
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The motion of Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of Ra. 17,17,000 
for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation" he reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of Rs, 17,17,000 
for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation" he reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” he reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” he 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sukumar Dutta that the demand of Rs. 17,17,000 for 
expenditure under the head” 42 — Co-operation” he reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 
Rs. 17,17,000 for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” he reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinakshu Sanyal that the demand of lis. 17,17,000 
for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Its. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal that a sum of 
Rs. 17.17,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “42 — Co-opera- 
tion” was then put and agreed to. 

25 — General Administration— Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 17,50,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration — Debt Conciliation”. 

Maulvi RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 17,50,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration — Debt Conciliation” he reduced by Rh. 100. I move this 
to raise a discussion about the polic\ of Government for creating deadlock 
in the working of many of the debt settlement boaids. 

Sir, though the Debt Settlement Act has given some relief to the poor 
debtors of Bengal, yet the desired benefit could not be secured for various 
reasons to which the Government attention has been drawn from time to 
time. 

Up till now no procedure has been adopted for the speedy disposal of 
cases in the debt settlement boards when most of the boards are not invested 
with any power to bring the parties to a compromise unless they come to a 
voluntary agreement. 

Secondhj most of the boards are not constituted with persons of honesty, 
ability and public spirit but in this reconstitution favouritism, undue 
influence, party consideration and in some cases dishonesty of the officers 
are playing an important part. 
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To give full relief and to dispose of cases speedily boards must be consti- 
tuted with honest and able persons irrespective of party consideration and 
at the same time they must be invested with full power necessary to compel 
the parties to a decision. 

Thirdly, no provision has yet been made for rural credit for the debtors 
who have got no means of paying their instalments. 

The question of honesty in the selection of the personnnel of the boards 
and that of the rural credit have become more urgent and important now 
in view of the general atmosphere of corruption and dishonesty pervading 
at present throughout the officials and the public alike and in view of the 
unprecedented famine and distress in Bengal when lakhs and lakhs of 
people are dying for starvation or are half straved or half naked. It is 
simply madness at present to think of the debtors to pay their instalments 
without rural credit. 

Now coming to the present Ministry I find that it is not only negligent 
and callous to the fate of the poor debtors but its activity is simply injurious 
and dangerous. 

For more than a year Bengal is passing through a famine and acute 
distress unseen in the history of Bengal. Ninety-five per cent, of the people 
have no capacity to maintain themselves far from paying any debt or 
instalments. Many of the creditors are realising their dues from the 
debtors by certificate procedure and thus ruining many debtors. Yet the 
Government is silent. Government should either suspend the execution 
under the awards or make provision for rural credit. 

The last Ministry with a view to give further relief to the debtors in 
these days of economic depression extended the period of application under 
the Act from 5 years to 7 years 

Sir, the present Ministry is undoing this period by creating almost a 
deadlock in the working many of the debt settlement boards. Hundreds 
of debt settlement Injards are not going to be reconstituted for more than a 
yeur even after the expiration of their term of office; on the other hand the 
work of many other debt settlement boards, whose term of office has not yet 
exjpired, has been suspended by notices. Actually very few boards are 
working for the last one year. 

When the preseut Miuistry came to power in April last hundreds of 
debt settlement hoards were reconstituted and the Divisional Commissioner 
sent their Gazette notifications to the Minister for publication. But the 
present Minister in charge instead of publishing them kept them in abey- 
ance for more than six months and then sent them hack to the local officers 
with secret instructions to change the personnels of the hoards in considera- 
tion of party line irrespective of honesty, integrity and ability. Sir, I am 
just citing some concrete examples from my personal knowledge how the 
Ministers and some of their dishonest officers are dealing with the reconsti- 
tution of these boards. These examples will simply prove that the present 
Minister in charge in the name of reconstitution is trying to provide some 
dishonest persons in the debt settlement boards to earn their livelihood. 

Sir, more than one year back in Muradnagar police-station within 
Tippera the Chairman of Paharpur Debt Settlement Board was detected 
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to hav* misappropriated public money. The then Subdi visional Officer 
(North), Sadar Comilla, recommended for the reconstitution of that board 
by removing the Chairman and^ some other members giving reasons of their 
removal. The Divisional Commissioner accepted the recommendation and 
sent the Gazette notification to the Minister for publication. In the mean- 
time a new §ubdivisional Officer (North), Sadar Comilla, came and he was 
unduly influenced and after six months now I learn that that very dishonest 
misappropriating Chairman has again been nominated for Chairmanship 
by the Subdivisional Officer. Another instance of this character is the 
reconstitution of the Goalmari Debt Settlement Board in Daudkaudi police- 
station within my constituency. There for the last d years the board was 
working most satisfactorily under the Chairmanship of an honest and 
educated school teacher. In the words of the local officers it is one of the 
best debt settlement boards in the tliana. In August last on the expiry of 
the term of the board the hoard was recommended tn t<>U> for reconstitution. 
The Divisional Commissioner sent the Gazette notification to the Minister 
for publication. But as in the other cases the Minister, after keeping it 
with him for six months, sent it hack for reconstitution. In the meantime 
some dishonest persons managed to win over by ttalmm and other unfair 
means the present Subdivisions! Officer (North), Sadar Comilla, who gave 
pressure to the local officers to remove the present Chairman and some oilier 
members and to include amongst others a man who was removed from this 
board for dishonesty and corruption three years back. But the local officers 
did not agree to include this man as he is in their opinion a “proved 
dishonest” Now I learn that the Subdivisions! Officer has removed all 
the honest persons including the Chairman without any reason and included’ 
that removed and proved dishonest man to make good his milami in spite 
of the protest of the local officers and local M. L. A. 

I can cite many other examples of this nature, namely, Chandla Debt 
Settlement Board in Burichang police-station and other debt settlement 
boards. 

If this he the state of affairs in the reconstitution of debt settlement 
boards under the present Ministry and if this be the corrupted mentality of 
a Subdivisional Officer like this, may God save the public from all such 
boards. 

May I know if the Minister take the responsibility of the above noted 
officer, if not, will the Minister take notice and act against Hitch officers if 
the allegations are found to he true? 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon*ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, it is true that 
eome delay has occurred and that some files have been sent back. Under 
the circular the boards should be reconstituted in consultation with the 
members of the Legislature so that they may he constituted in such a 
way as to command respect and confidence of the local people. No distinc- 
tion has been made between this party and that party. Now, thp honour- 
able mover of this motion will certainly realise that the local officers are 
extremely busy with many other things, particularly in connection with 
war efforts. The honourable member who hails from Tippera knows that 
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the officers in his district are very busy now. Several reminders have been 
given and the Collector of Tippera has assured the Government that he 
would submit his proposal very soon. 

Now, Sir, regarding the achievement of the debt settlement boards, I 
may say that more than GO per cent, of debts of the agriculturists of Bengal 
have been by this time settled up, and I submit that much has been done by 
the debt settlement boards. I would, therefore, request my honourable 
friend to withdraw his cut motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Ramizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 17,50,000 under the head “25 — General Administration — Debt Concilia- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr Jogendra Nath Mandal that the demand 
of Rs. 17,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration — Debt Conciliation” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournments 

The House was then adjourned at 0-55 p.m. till -V‘10 p.m. on Wednes- 
day, the 15th March, 1£H4, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the loth March 1944, at 3*30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syei» Naim leu Au) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 190 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which an oral answer was given) 

Shortage of small coins. 

•167. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAM ABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department aware of the fact 
that bronze coin and other small coins have hardly been available? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the Government of 
India to the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): { a > Yes, hut the position lias lately improved. 

( b ) Government of India are aware of the position and they have already 
taken steps to increase the supply of small coins. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hnn'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether be is aware that in spite of the improvement of the josition, 
much hardship is being felt by the public for want of small coins? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: As 1 have stated, 
the situation has greatly improved. Coinage and legal tender are matters 
for the Government of India and, I know, the Government of India ere alive 
to the situation. 

Mr, JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: With the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to inform the House as to in what way the situation 1ms improved? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: By visible evidence. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Of what? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Of greater circula- 
tion and availability of coins. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
the visible evidence is of lesser and lesser circulation everyday? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: That is not my 
experience? 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE. Does the Hon’hle Minister take 
the trouble of travelling in tram car# to have visible evidence of improve- 
ment manifest in tram cars? 
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The Hoti’bl# Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I have lately 
travelled in tram cars but I have not experienced any difficulty. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
one pice coin is not at all available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: One pice does not 
purchase anything in these days. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that many shop-keepers are boarding small coins? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Yes, Sir, Govern- 
ment are aware of hoarding of small coins, and they are taking steps and, 
in some cases have taken steps. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Has the Hon’ble Minister made 
any enquiry into the condition of the mofussil areas and not of the Calcutta 
area alone? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I cannot truth- 
fully sav that I have made thorough enquiries, but my information is that 
the situation is much easier in the districts. 

Recruitment of Lawyer-Magistrate. 

•188. Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the total number of Lawyer-Magistrates recruited by the Govern- 
ment recently, mentioning the number of — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) the Scheduled Castes separately; and 

(it) whether the communal ratio have been observed in case of these 
appointments? 

(b) If the answer to (<i) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Naiimuddin): (n) { i ) Preparatory steps have been taken for the recruitment 
of sixty such temporary Magistrates in all. 

(it) Appointments are being made strictly in accordance with the 
Communal Ratio Rules at present. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minist-r be pleased 
to state how many of them have since been appointed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far 23 appointments have 
already been made. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How many were recommended by 
the Public Service Commission? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Public Service Commission 
recommended names but for police verification the names were sent to 
District Officers and on receipt of Teports from District Officers the 
appointments were made. 
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Mr. NttHITHA NATH KUNDU: How many were the candidates who 
were recommended by the Public Service Commission? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs I a3k for notice. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Have all the candidates recommended 
by the Public Service Commission been given appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIt 1 have already said that only 
appointments have been made so far. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Out of these 23 candidates 
appointed, how many are Muslims and how many belong to the Scheduled 
Castes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Of the appointments already made, 
13 are Muslim, 9 Hindu and one a Scheduled Caste. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the lion hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether the priority of the Public Service Commission 
recommendations lias been honoured in making the appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state why the Communal Patio Pules were not adhered to in the 
case of these appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The ( ’ommunal Patio Rules are 
being adhered to. but I have already said that the appointments are being 
made iu batches and because there was dela\ in the receipt <d the police 
verification reports the ratio could not strictly he maintained hut after the 
next batch which is being very shortly appointed is taken into considera- 
tion the communal parity will be maintained. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: When did the recommendations of 
the Public Service Commission reach Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How manv ot those appointed are 
from the North Bengal districts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: How many candidates were 
recommended by the Public Service Commission and how many amongst them 
have been appointed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With regard to the first part, Sir, 
I want notice. With regard to the second part, I have already stated that 
23 appointments have been made. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
so far no Caste Hindu or Scheduled Caste lias lieen taken from North Bengal 
and that only one Muhammadan from North Bengal has been appointed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: What percentage of the applicants 
were given interview by the Public Service Commission? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter about which 
Government have no information. 
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Mr. HI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Are the recommendations of the 
Public Service Commission going to be accepted in toto if the police reports 
are favourable? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether only one Muslim applicant from Dacca was given* 
an interview in spite of the fact that there were others from that district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that, and I want 
notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of enquiring into the 
matter whether only one applicant was given an interview from Dacca? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I submit there is no need for any 
enquiry as it was a matter entirely for the Public Service Commission to 
deal with. They interviewed candidates and sent up recommendations to 
Government and Government, have been following their recommendations. 

Absence of number-plates in some military motor vehicles. 

•189. Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department aware that — 

(i) many military motor vehicles, esj>ecially “jeeps”, do not carry any 
number-plates or identification marks or figures; and 

(it) this makes identification of vehicles impossible in case of accidents? 

(6) If the answer to («)(i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps be has taken or proposes to take in the matter 
so that all motor vehicles, owned by military authorities will display some 
number or figure to render identification possible? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

( b ) The matter has been represented to the authorities concerned. 

8tarred Question No. 189A. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, this short-notire question was 
received onl\ today and the lion ble M mister in charge is not here; so I 
would like to request that the question be held over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the que stion be held over. 

(Starred Question No. I till A was accordingly held over.) 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Realisation of subscription for relief fund in Thakurgaon, Dinajpur 

district. 

74. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (at Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Subdivisions! Officer of Thakurgaon in the district of Dinajpur 
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realised subscriptions for purpose of relief to the distressed public after be 
was elected the President of the Thakurgaon Subdivisional Food Committee 
during the year 1943? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(i) what is the total amount realised; 

( H ) what are the names of donors with their addresses ; 

(Hi) whether any receipts were granted to the donors ; 

, (iv) what amount has been spent so far for relief purposes; 

(r) through whom; 

(rt) with whom the money so collected is lying; and 

(vti) if any accounting has been rendered by the Subdivisional Officer ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (,/> Subscriptions have been 
realised by the Subdivisional Reliet Committee and not by the Subdivisional 
Officer personally. 

( b ) ( i ) Rs.22,755. 

(n) A statement showing the principal donors is laid on the Table. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(tv) Its. 4, 661. The Food Committee has resolved that the 

balance should be spent on clothing, blankets, etc. 

(v) Thakurgaon Town Food Committee and several Union Relief Com- 
mittees. 

(vi) The money has been kept in sealed bags in sub-treasury pending 
sanction to open Postal Savings Bank Account. 

(vii) Every pie has been accounted for by the President of the Subdivi- 
sional Food Committee. 


Statement referred to in (b) (n) of unstarred question No, 74. 

(As the number of donors is very large, only the names of big donor# arc' given.) 


Serial Name. 

No. 

Address. 

Amount. 

Rh. 

1 

Umar Ali Sarkar 

Barakote. P. 0. Lahiri 

500 

2 

Ahmed Ali Sarkar 

Harinmari, P. O. Lahiri 

500 

3 

Messrs. Mustafa Rice Mills 

P. 0. Shibganj 

500 

4 

Messrs. Jagannath Rice Mills . . 

Ditto 

500 

5 

Messrs. Great India Trading Corporation . . 

Ditto 

500 

6 

Messrs. Banka Behan and Srun&nta Thakur 

Bodgaon, P. 0. Barsaliparu 

500 

7 

Messrs. Rammjrarn Sundarprosad 

P. O. Setahganj 

1,000 

8 

Ruhea Merchants 

P. 0. Rohuea 

500 

0 

Mr. Madholal Agarwala 

P. O. Dmajpur 

500 

10 

Messrs. Jagannathram Hardeo Prosad 


rm 

11 

Gafuruddin and Lai Mahammad 

Charole. P. 0. Lahiri 

500 


Mr- NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie 
pleased to give us the dates of realisation of subscriptions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU! Will tjie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether all the donors were granted receipts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU; Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to tell us if they have got any information whether the receipts are 
preserved in the office? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I suppose so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'bie Minister be 

pleased to tell us whether the sealed book was kept in the Sub-Treasury? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 

pleased to tell us why out of Rs. 22,000 collected, only Rs. 4,601 was so 
far spent? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* Because the Committee decided 
that the balance should be spent on distribution of clothing and blankets. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 

phased to tell us why it was not spent even in puehasing clothing and 
blankets and distributing them when people were suffering from want of 
clothing and blankets? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter for the Food 
Committee to decide. 

Issue of ration cards to people of Bhola. 

75. SJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon'bie Minister 
in charge oi the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether— 

{a) a merchant “golder” was caught red-handed by the Civic Guards 
at Bhola while Helling sugar at 12 annas per seer and the supply 
officer submitted report to the Subdivisional Officer prating for 
prosecution but no step has l>een taken by him ; 

(b) Hindus are taken to work in test relief w r ork at Bhola; 

(c) any ration card bus been issued to the Hindus in the mufassal area 

of the subdivision; 

(d) it is a fact that HO per cent, of the Hindus of the town of Bhola 

have been supplied with ration cards; and 

|e) he has been issuing ration cards indiscriminately to his 
servants ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bie Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): oo Tlu* answer to both parts of the 
question is in the negative. 

(b\ and {c) Yes. 

(<}) The exact percentage of the Hindu population to whom ration cards 
were issued in the town of Bhola is not known. Ration cards were, how- 
ever, issued to all deserving persons, irrespective of any communal considera- 
tions. on the recommendation of a local relief committee in which Hindus 
formed the majority. 

(>.) No, The suggestion is baseless and tbe imputation is unjustified. 

S|. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With reference to answer «i), 
will the Hon'bie Minister be pleased to state from whom he has received 
this information which has made him bold enough to say that the answer 
to both parts of tbe question is in the negative? 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAH MOOD: Tlie information was received from 
the local officer. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Who is the officer? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: The Subdivisional Officer. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is it not u fact that the con- 
duct of the Subdivisional Officer himself was in question? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: He was released by the Sub- 
divisional Officer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not a supplementary question. That is an 
argument. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that the recommendation of the relief committee was not accepted and that 
ration cards were not issued according to the recommendations of the local 
relief committee but according to the whims of the Subdivisional Officer 
himself? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No. I would request the honourable 
member to look into answei t <l) 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the lion hie Minister 
aware that the allegation against the Subdivisional Officer that he has been 
issuing ration cards to his servants is mischievous and false? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes. it is absolutely false 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether the Subdivisional Officer concerned issued H i ut ion 
cauls to ins servants? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: This is absolutely false and mis- 
chievous. 1 must tell the House that lie is one of the most popular officers 
in the subdivision and he was 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Mahmood, it is desirable that you at least should 
use milder language. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon hie Ministei 
aware that the same honourable member made some allegations against the 
Additional Magistrate that he issued ration cards? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th at question does not arise. You are bringing in 
another incident which does not arise out of the present question. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state who supplied him with this false statement? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Why do you say it is false? 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Yes. 1 know positively that it 
is false. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not the way of putting questions; in asking 
question you ask for certain information. 



96 QUESTIONS. [15th Maich, 

8], NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: The reply is “the suggestion 

is baseless 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can take opportunities of discussing anything at 
the appropriate time, but now it is time for questions and answers. Certain 
answer has been given and you are asking “Does he know who is the man 
who has supplied this false information?” That shows that you know that 
Ihe information is false but you are asking for information. That is not the 
proper way of putting questions. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: The reply is that the suggestion 
is baseless and the imputation is unjustified. To that my retort is that I 
know it is positively false. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is an argument. You cannot put questions like 
that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), will the 
llon’ble Minister be pleased to state which part of the question (a) is 
answered in the negative? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: That means that the allegation 
regarding the selling of sugar per seer at lii annas and second 1\ the allega- 
tion that the Speciul Officer detected it and reported— both these allegations 
are false. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was the attention ot the local officei* 
invited to any incident connected with the same? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Yes, then* was a \ugue allegation 
against the “gobler” brothers that this company hud Mild Migai at 1 J annus 
per seer instead ot the controlled rate ot 7 annas pies pci >eei , but on 
enquiry it w r as found that the allegation was false. 

Dr. NALI NAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer ah. will the 
Hon’hlc Minister he pleased to state the names ot parties who have been 
given licences or ration cards tor the town of Ilhola? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: What do you mean by different 
pui ties? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Here the answei is the exact percentage 
of the Hindu population is not known. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: That is the ration cards were distri- 
buted on the recommendation of the local relief committee and that < om- 
mittee consisted of the majority of Hindu members and on their recommenda- 
tion ration curds were distributed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Double Minister be j, leased 
lo state if there was any deviation made by the local Subdivisional Officer 
in the recommendation made by the committee? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any circular or any direction was issued from the headquarters ot 
the Civil Supplies Department or from the Writers’ Buildings advising local 
officers to see that the communal ratio in the Services Rules be applied in 
the distribution of sugar as well? 
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Mr. ABOULLAAL MAHMOOD: No, Sir. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Then* are three parts in question 

(a) — one is “caught red-handed” — that was the report and another is the 
report containing the recommendation for prosecution. Which of these three 
paits 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Not three parts. I have just now 
said that the allegation was that sugar was «old at ll? annas per seer — much 
higher than the controlled rate. The second allegation was that “golder” 
brothers as dealers were caught red-handed b\ the Supply Officer and a 
report was submitted. The>e two allegations are false. 

Wood purchased for Carpentry 8ection of Bengal Government Pro*. 

76. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Rou ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the quantity and value of the wood purchased each year during the 

last 3 \ears for the Carpentry Section of the Bengal Government 
Press ; 

(h) the particulars and the value of the goods manufactured each year 

out of the wood so purchased during the said period; and 
(c) the particulars of the goods manufactured during the same period 
as now found in stock with their value and the surplus wood now 
in ''took with its value? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI : Two statements are 
lai 1 on the Library Table. 

Promotion in the Bengal Government Press. 

77. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: ut) Will the IWble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Depaitment lw» pleased to state whether — 

( i ) due consideration is given to past recoid, efficiency, merit and 

seniority of a Government employee at the time of his promotion 
to upper grade and jKist ; and 

(u) the authorities of the Bengal Government Press, Alijsire, give due 
weight and consideration to seniority, efficiency, merit, conduct 
and ]>ast record of au employee in giving promotion to higher 
grade and jsist ? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) how many persons in the Bengal Government Press have been pro- 
moted to higher grade and post during the last 3 years ; 

(ii) the names of the persons so promoted w f ith the date of their first 
appointment, conduct, qualification and record of service ; 

(ni) the number of cases in which claim of seniority was superseded; 
(tv) the number of appeals against such supersessions; and 
(v) the names of the persons so superseded with the dates of their first 
appointment and qualification and past record? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAM1: (a) (i) Due considera- 
tion is given to past record, efficiency and merit and unless specifically 
excluded, as in the case of the Secretariat Recruitment Rules, to seniority. 

(tt) Yes. 

( b ) In the case of certain services Government have ruled that promotion 
shall be on the ground of merit and unless other considerations are equal 
seniority will not be taken into account. 

( c ) (i) Forty. 

(it), (tit) and (r) The collection of this information would involve an 
amount of time and labour quite incommensurate with its value nor indeed 
do I consider it to be in the public interest to publish much of the infor- 
mation for which the honourable member has asked. 

(iv) Three. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

10— Forest. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir. on the recommendation 
of ITis Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 25,43,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. 1 beg to move that the demand ol 
Its 25,43,000 for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest" be i educed by 
Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the failure ol Government to reorgan i-e 
the Forest Department with a view to better conservation and more scienti- 
fic utilisation of forest resources. 

Sir, among the various commercial organisations of Government the 
Forest Department stands in a unique position. The forest le^mirces of thi* 
province are capable of ample development which has been reconciled not 
only by this Government hut also b\ the past Sir. there wa- \ Committee 
appointed n few years ago and that Committee went through the question 
of forests in the Southern Circle and, m particular, of the West Bengal 
forests. The Committee in their recommendation made certain verv till- 
able suggestions for reorganisation of the department and tor steps both for 
conservation of forest resources as well as for better utilisation. My main 
grievance is that in spite of the fact, that the Government are in possession 
of definite reeomendations as a result of enquiry made by Government, 
nothing so far appears to have been done. The Forest Department is one 
of tlq* forlorn children of Government lett in charge ot a comparatively 
junior member of the Cabinet and with all due respect to him personally 
he is not in a position probably to carry sufficient weight in the counsels of 
the Cabinet. The result is that a department which could be made use ot 
to further the resources and to relieve the burden of taxation of this province 
has been allowed to go on in the usual humdrum way and. Sir. valuable 
suggestions made have been brushed aside. War came on and we had 
another brilliant opportunity for improving the income from our forests. 

Our forests, broadly speaking, come under three categories. The 
Himalayan Range of forests and the forests in the Sundarban areas, — these 
two are the two broad divisions, and the third is the forest group near 
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Chittagong Hill Tracts. Each of these groups of forests have their own 
peculiar problems. Particularly in West Bengal we have the serious pro- 
l lem of conservation more with a view to protect soil erosiou and to preserve 
the irrigational facilities of districts like Birbhum, Bankura and Midnnporc 
than with a view to earn money. In the Sundarbans area similarly we have 
the problem of land formation and conservation as well as the problem of 
scientific utilisation of resources. To invite your attention to one item only 
the city of Calcutta consumes on an average about 10 lakh maunds of fuel 
alone per month and with a little imagination the entire supply could have 
been arranged from the forests near about in the Sundarbans area with easy 
river communications. We could eliminate the pressure on the railway on 
that account. Tnfortunately little has been done in that respect and what- 
ever was being done in the past through pm ate clVmts has had a Mrious 
set-hack due firstly, to denial policy and. secondly, to the policy pursued 
by the Forest Department by which it has been made extremely ditlicult for 
any tradei to exploit the forest resources in a scientific manner. 1 admit 
that during the last tew month> there ha- been increased attention directed 
towards this question more because of the difficulty in finding suitable 
wagon supply tor bringing coal to the city , but Sir, the position has been 
allowed to rot to such an extent that it has become very difficult to bring 
about any improvement within a shoit time 

W i 1 1 1 regard to Chittagong also, we have heard that there has been u 
large number of cases of good land having gone out of cultivation because 
of bad methods applied in felling timber and also, as our friend Khun 
Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhury has pointed out, large tracts which 
could he made use of foi producing valuable pioduce have been allowed to 
lie uncultivated. 

In the northern region, the Himalayan areas, we have forests oi \urious 
categories capable not only of supplying timhei hut also other iaw muteiials 
for industries like paper and also boards All these ha\e been allowed to 
remain unexploited. The only impetus that the Government of Bengal 
have had was through the increased demand for timber from the Supply 
Department of the Government of India for purposes of either the (onstruc- 
tions that have been going on of late or for bulbs, that is, more or less for 
supporting timber 

I submit, Sir, that with some more application of their energy to the 
problems and with the appointment of a few experts, Government could 
have not only improved their own earnings from forests, hut also could have 
improved the possibility of employing our forest resources for the advance- 
ment of many a valuable industry'. 

I am afraid, the real drawback lies in the selection of persons who ligve 
been placed in charge of this work Our Forest Department appears to b.» 
an tmpenum in tmperw. There have been a few selected officers who con- 
sider themselves to be experts and it is a close preserve for persons of a 
particular community. It is difficult for brilliant young men from Bengal 
to get proper opportunity in that department and there is hardly any 
arrangement for giving special training to our young men both here as well 
as in the Imperial Institute of Forest Research. The time has come, Sir, 
for Government to tackle the problem with some greater imagination and 
boldness. 
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In connection with the enquiries for the prevention of' the havoc on the 
Damodar it has been revealed that conservation of forests and particularly 
afforest at ion has to be undertaken on a large scale in certain regions of 
West Bengal. I would like to know what steps Government have taken to 
see that with denudation of forests that is fast going at this time proper 
attention is also directed to fresh scientific afforestation, so that our resources 
may be utilised at the same time as fresh afforestation goes on. 

With these words, I submit that Government should have a policy and 
programme for the utilisation of our resources and for more scientific handl- 
ing of the entire situation. 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: 

icwi, ^rtfir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: sttn stfrm ’TtCS’T, to c eft 

I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOU DH U RY : Forest 

fara fa?!? ifausfe I (Rai Harendra Nath 

Chaudhuri : 55 TCI ^1, I’CWtt 13TH Itti) Forest fasten 

Tim *rff5 mtr 4m fa acic^mn *riT$ item *tt5tre5 fart? ^ 

stow tjriRtffa Tfan ^tm i ^r?i o T5tm ci hs shti 'Ttre 

ClS^faf Tlffan ^tfafll r 3flTTrm ^tfwi fa?f T5 T Cl I (TT^TI T 5tC*5 tfCsTTCT iWT 
fag Ftfa Forest fa^tCT f*U5 51 I ffa$ <71$ 5tfr TRl 4m faff51 

iTmtr '$ hn fa$ tics item *tcT ^ ?fam cmitfa 4T!fTri i 

<5 tffa '3rr=n *tmi tru T<m wtt 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 5trf55 5TC55, TWfa Tt'mtl motionfa move 

fa? Tt5$l,TMfa 5*J5, *tC5^ move T1CH | 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: Sir, 

*tC5^ move 5RCTI I Forest fa^f T$cs 5 Etft TRl *tlll T^tCH srrr ci 

7 pt^ vs rfc , i* \5tcm fa&m ci 5it>fa 51 mfa faiti Tim m5i 

m 5 5t5C* gfj 5<7T5 ci income!?) *rm, 5TCH lew 3H! Tfam c*5l Itl 
income TC*tTt 571 TC1T (T'ft I CTf5tl OTR HI fag income xt&> 

c^srt *gf rtcsfr ^titfacr fan Tfan *rtcn i 4%t 

$t^5 c«ftT it5t5i cim 'N^tci itii c't=i ^5t7 Ki ifa ej ^th Tti 'otfaii 

^tfafli fan Tfacs ^ttfas 'it?] slTm \st? lii *f ^ C5*ff? Ttm ^t C5n 
^tfoffS^fas I fa* Forest faotF55 4lfa ^ C^T C*rftF (7T ^ 

51 lift faff CFtT 5 ? r^T ! i1?rr4' Criminal Court 4 

C 7 Tt v ffF ^<1 51 I tr tn ^ot!Tl (SBFcT-fRtti ?Tt^l] 5tfa^ 51 I tStl 

5^ci fan *s ^ 9 tn 5^11 vtren j ci^rt fast^TB) 
^fa75f% flrttwr f^CTr Jiwn 
C^F faj-5* Iffan ^ Tfan lf5tu$ forest fa5t^Ml ^ 51 

Cl fafa GR >jS C*tl 1 (At this stage, the allotted time being over there 
was the usual red light) Sir. sgfltC* ^Itl HI I (Mr. Charu 

Chandra Roy : 511 , l^l 1 ) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: *1* * to *rtTOC? fvfSf--3tf cm wus 

i 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BAD! AHMED CHOUDHURY: 

*rtm mn stfirw at Swfci c^rr-str <n toe ftcw fatten 

Forest fasten $TO TO ‘sflfaOT JRtP’ 3U B*lf 

5$C5 Sil^l fa/H I 

forest ft^t ^t$, $TC5? ^5Ttfv wfam TO ^tC?n 

4^i>i i?ms fare ?! i 4*: 3t* wr to fef^n to «rffa sn , rifgtCT *0 yiwm 

4T« IE Tfal ItR^tC^T I 4^ Cl 43Qfa TO-tl T3R TfaVl Stfaatt^T 

Cl^tci fa 7 ^ ifri. SPfa 51tltl S’ttl I C^ vprgfir Forest Tfil 

to 5^5 fi\5tr^ti TOf^ Tfrsi oPtow, cnl* sFfafr *rfa -*s<f- 

ci c S *ttftprcr stfesi o**^. ^ v fn iter $wi stfew fa?n «fti uti Titi, : TO *$t*r 

c*ttt 4^ iAin 4t**n *tftre ’ttfidi Ttfa ^r^frer ^njprur 

Tfarefa to cw?mi ii t&n tto ?tor 4?dTO ^t'ci^ ci arfir 

'.fa STOt TO Tp5 ITCl 4$ l^ldl 1C1T TOtW TO ’ftfjl 7 d r Qtf^BI 

fa^T I 4 faro stfft ^Tt«T1 ifvrc^fe- — ^ ifVdl TO 

Mr. 8PEAKER : -^9^ time toit TO PfTTO! *Tffa TO ft re 

*ttfa 11 I 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: ^tro ^fl TOd 

motion ft 4^ttd move ^farefe I 

I beg lo move that the demand ut IN Hi. 11(1.000 under the head “X — 
Forest Receipt 1- Tmihei and olhei produce (XA and XI)' - Page Hi” 
be reduced l>.\ IN l.tHI.IMM) I mo\e this in order to exempt the people 
irom paying an\ tee tor taking ti rewood from torests and tor the fields tor 
grazing goats, cattle and buffaloes. 

Mr, D. C. 8MYTH-05B0URNE : Sir. 1 should like to know the amount 
that the Forest Department intend to spend on inrest roads There are 
still aieas which have not yet been worked owing to the lack of roads in the 
Northern Circle (Sundakhpa, Pliulut and areas on the Rhutan frontier) 
while round Darjeeling practically all mature hard wood trees have been 
cut as requirements for timbei and fuel have been very heavy owing to the 
shortage of coal. 

The deforestation of the Darjeeling district is causing serious slips, 
washouts and subsidences on the road*. My friends in this House, I expect, 
have seen the slips on the main (’art Road, Sihgur i-Darjeeling, at tin/ 14th 
mile and the subsidence on the Teesta Valle\ -Kalimpong Road at the 2f>th 
mile. These slips, in my opinion, have been caused by deforestation and 
will, if if not stopped close both the roads to Darjeeling and Kalimpong. 

I do not agree with the clear felling policy in the Hill sections. Many 
immature hard wood trees are cut and I am sorry to say large aieas of soft 
wood crytomaria japoniea have been planted. This is of little value as 
timber or fuel. I trust some use may be found for these trees now planted 
over a large area of the Darjeeling district. They might he used for paper 
pulp. If clear felling is to be continued may I suggest that the area to be 
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felled is cut in bands round the contour of the hill, the lower area still 
under forest will hold up the surface soil washed down from the clear felled 
areas above. On main roads in the hill section if a belt of 200 feet above 
and below the roads is left this would stop washout and undermining of the 

loads, fn conclusion, I should like to see more co-operation between the 

Forest Department, Khasmabal Department and the Communications and 
Works Department. 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK: HWP ?fTO 

hTO i wf) tori hcsth nfen 

77 ; h» i c^Pr torp tff* TO ^ srt 

HtTO? i)HHP HffHHI ftCTiT^H I TOP CTO Hfi^-HH 

TO Hfts-Hftfc crtc* f-ctfcv TO hh£ hiTO*^ H^fTOre i TO faf 
1 TO*JH c t (Tf'Skl 8 0 N frtHI TO PSc^P Hi 3R TfHHl 1T$r3 TOl <? P 7$1il 

Hf37lP H^SHtCH TOPl HHl’tClH Htlft 7$*^1 Hftpl I Ht“=Tl HHHP 'TOICfH 

TOpHTH WH7 CTO tH*l HHP - TOlPSP Hftpi (TO C'dH HI I TOPl fH^TO 5^} 

ftHHP TOHtWP TOft 4HtHP TOl) TO TOP HP^>: *TftP *PT 

TO3 ‘HPrfphi ^jTOTr TOt to? TOmtfe^ i ftr^HP TOTO TOPh ft^ 

HFH HftT TO? HHP pfa'Pt ft TOPI 7$Hl TOnttS I HU 4HTH }0\ fetm 

Hfftnni HP TOtft Prtfr i 

Mr. 8PEAKER : ^HfcH fa Hi TO h1:hi PC*P TO to i 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK : TO CH^ft H5 TOP TO hTO. Sir, 3 4HPFP 
SRHtHPI H'ol H^ftHI TOP TOhP HlHHtfe^ I HI TOTO TOpH 4TO, 

*5tH CH^tH 3f$TO HPl ^THPR TO ^CHH TO I *fa? HTO 3 ^FH ftdJ TOP 

SMftP HP HfHT TOt 3c$ TOH TO I 3HH TO HHT 5T5 Hfc TftTO I TO& 

hp frrmHii htTO iTO. hh tffe n^o ftTO top TOrai tor. TOtT3 

cHi-nfrHtft Toth to ^cTOch hs TOai ftptre Hftrt*r3 to i top H TO f < t c\s 

HP Otl-HfRtft TO ftptre 'Q Ht^OSCS I 4$ R? TOtl C'TOfTOftH TO TO TOP Hfa 
TO3HP HfWtt^TH HTtTO I CHpfHt^t District. Hoard election jqh Ooft “cTOstH” 

Sto TOR ta Hftpfr HtTOH c^ftrs to<i H-ftHtfron i gprroSin 

\Q TOjHtH OJ VHH^l TOo TO ststftrH 3 H^P H*f HtHPH 3>P TOl* 

H^P 5 ! fHHtHTOH' ^tTH^H TOf^qlfTO-1 I Sift HI H#t HPTO TOP 

CPtH ?fftTO H^f^tC^H ft? Hi I TOl Hfft HPTft ^P tff? TOcTO 

ftlHH I HCHH ^51 India Govemment^H TO I TOt? Hft p?i TOl 

rtC^l ^.1 HffH India Government^? CHtHlt^ TO^l 4^HH P3rt5 

<tftHC?? CHPt^ ftCHH I 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. PREMHARI BARMAS Sir, the general policy and 
principles which should govern the management of State forests in British 
India were laid down in detail by the Government of India in their Circular 
No. 22- F. , dated the 19th October, 1894, and they have since been conti- 
nuing in operation. Broadly speaking, the policy of Government is to 
conserve all valuable forests in order to maintain local and provincial 
supplies of timber and fuel, and to protect the countryside against flood 
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and drought. The sole object with which State forests are administered is 
the public benefit. The exploitation of forest produce and regeneration go 
side by side according to prescriptions of working plans which are based on 
science and framed by scientific experts of the Forest Department, Repeated 
and presistent demands were made on the floor of the Assembly for releasing 
portions of reserved and protected forests, especially in the district of 
Chittagong, for agricultural purpose to meet the needs of the growing popu- 
lation and for grazing purpose but the Forest Department, as they have 
always followed a cautious policy of conservation, have only disafforested 
plots not containing valuable timber and those portions of piotected forest 
which have been damaged beyond recovery. Although it must be admitted 
that some advance tellings are unavoidable at the moment to meet the 
abnormal and heavv demands of the Defence Services which are imperative, 
but the excess fellings are being regulated accenting to plan. Deviations 
from normal working plans are caiefully Mciutinixed and specifically 
sanctioned before any excess felling is resorted to. A special circle has hern 
created temporarily with a third Consenator in charge of forest utilisation, 
research and working plan work to ensure careful planning of advance 
fellings Technical Divisions, viz. Silvicultural, Working Plans and 
Utilisation, are integial parts of the Foicst Department to look after 
replanting and regeneration, and planned and scientific utilisation of forest 
produce Conservation of forests being the main <aie of the department, 
it is out of the question to suppose that ludisei iminate felling leading to 
anything like defoiestation could be peimittcd It may mentioned for tin* 
information of the House that the (io\ernment of India have already been 
in communication with the Provincial Governments to co-ordinate a post- 
war policy on forest reconstruction The mam features of this policy a> at 
present suggested are •/) revision of working plans to pro\ ide for lighter 
fellings for some years to allow of the replacement of capital lost by advance 
fellings during the war and (n) a planned economy for the timber trade 
and for the development of India’s forest estate 

The department have all along been anxious to promote the forest wealth 
of the province and to make arrangements for scientific utilisation of f oicst 
resources but the state of provincial finance and the abnormal situation 
created by the war have stood in the way. The House is well aware that a 
Committee was appointed to investigate into the effects of progressive 
denudation of forests in West Bengal and to suggest nmicdial measures. 
The report of the Committee has been received and examined but as the 
recommendations made therein involve major financial considerations and 
have important bearings on the present system of land revenue in Bengal, the 
present times have not been considered suitable for effecting changes involv- 
ing heavy financial commitments. A departmental investigation w'us under- 
taken as to the extent of the existing forests, the areas suitable for afforesta- 
tion, etc., in the district of Nadia and other adjoining districts. The report 
was received but the proposals for afforestation had to be kept pending till 
the field w’ork undertaken by the Irrigation Department over the entire area, 
with a view to reclaiming the fallow lands for agriculture by a flushing 
scheme, was complete. The latter scheme is awaiting the arrival of better 
times. In recent years there has been heavy damage caused by landslides 
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in Ka Jim pong. As a preventive measure a scheme has been taken in hand 
for afforestation of some of the hill sides of Kalimpong, after constituting 
them into reserve and protected forests. An area of 173*03 acres of land has 
already been declared a protected forest and steps are being taken for the 
reservation of other areas. 

Much work lias been done at the Forest Research Institute, Delira Dun, 
to test the practical possibilities of Bengal timber and other products for 
commercial and industrial use. With a view to closer liaison between 
loiesls and industry and believing that such liaison will result in practical 
returns of financial value, the Government of India have constituted a 
( Vntral Advisory Board on forest utilisation having in its personnel one 
representative nominated by each Provincial Government. The functions 
of the Board are to advise the Forest Research Institute in the selection of 
problems for investigation, the initiation of such investigation as well as on 
the best means of making practical and beneficial use of the results of 
investigation. This Government have simultaneously set up a Provincial 
Advisory Board on forest utilisation, consisting of officials and representa- 
tives of different C hambers of Commerce and of smaller trades interested in 
tores* produce, to examine the position of tin* timber and subsidiary trades 
m Calcutta, to advise the (Vntral Advisory Board on the selection of the 
pi oblenis which require investigation in the province and to maintain < on- 
tuet with the timber industry of the province. The abnormal conditions 
created by the war have, however, stood in the way of these Utilisation 
Boards functioning properly and demonstrating results 

Sir, Dr. Sanyal lias also mentioned that we are not doing anything 
for bringing fuels from Sunderbaus and other near forces f may tell tins 
for the information of the House that we have taken steps and tor this 
purpose extra coupes have been opened in the Sunderbaus and any man who 
wants to bring any fuel from the Sunderbaus j.s at liberty to do ><>. ]{ ) jt . 

only goes with bi.s boat or other conveyance he can bring as much as be can 
by paying a nominal rate as usual. That shows that we are doing some- 
thing to bring fuels from the Sunderbaus and other areas. 

As regards the points raised by Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Almied 
Chow dhury . I would like to point out that it is not possible to permit any- 
body and every body to gia/e his cattle in the forests because in that ease the 
forest will be destroyed and men who live near the forest are not so much 
literate and they do not know whether they will destroy the forest. 

With regard to the juices of fuel. I would submit that pi ices are very 
nominal. We have not increased anything of the kind. In this connection 
1 may say that the annual permit for removal ot one hhar daily is Us. 1-8. 
The monthly permit for removal of one hhar daily is 4 annas. Therefore 
tlie cost of removal is very cheap. Dry (in billets of not more than 5 ft. in 
length) per 100 c.tt. stacked — the rate is Rs. 2-4. In the reserved forests 
it is Rs. 2. Dry or green (one cartload daily* per cart per month— Rs. 4. 
Diy logs in tin* round per 100 c. ft. — Rs. 2-8. Green from coupes only 
(except Chakaria Sunderhuns Reserve) in billets not more than 5 ft. in 
length per 100 e. ft. stacked— Rs. 2 only. The same from Chakaria Sunder- 
bms Reserve — Rs. 3. 
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So, Sir, you will see that the prices are very low for bringing fuels from 
the forests. There is nothing for the people of the locality to complain of 
that they have to pay very excessively tor collecting fuels from the forests. 
If we give unlimited power to the people ot the locality near the forests, 
then within a short time all forests will he deforested because they will 
freely cut down all trees, whether good trees or had trees. \\ ithout any 
discrimination they will tell all trees. Therefore, it is not possible to give 
free permission to the people of the locality to collect fuels from the forest. 

One gentleman from the European Party said with regard to slips in 
the Darjeeling district. In Kalimpong and other places where there are 
slips we are taking necessary steps to counteract all these things., (Dr. 
Naijkaksha S \nyal : What about afforestation?) 1 have said that during 
this period it is not possible to undertake all these things, because the Irri- 
gation Department has also to he consulted for this purpose and it will also 
require large sums of money. During this peuod ot war time when then* 
is so much stringency ot finance , it is not possible to undertake such a large- 
scale action for afforestation m the western pait of Bengal. 

Willi these few woids I commend my motion and 1 hope my friends, in 
view of what I have said, will withdraw their motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T he demands as well as the cut motions will he pul 
after o p.m. by mutual agreement ot both sides -Government as well a* 

( Opposition. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It may he fhnl it w*> do not divide tin* 
House we can dispose ot them 

Mr. SPEAKER: II ovv am 1 to know whether you arc going to di\ide or 
not ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: All light. Si, .lust as you , dense. 

8— Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, on the recommendation of 
Ills Excellency the Governor I beg' to nio\e that a sum of Us. ’Jn, 'JO, IX Ml he 
granted for expenditure under the head “S — Pio\ irtcial Excise", 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Mr Speaker. Sir, I suggest that 
the written speech which was so carefully prepared fee read out first so that 
many cut motions may not he moved m \n*w of what is stated therein, and 
then the Minister can reply to what is said 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That G ex aetly what lie wanted in the* other ease. 
Yes, Mr. Rarma. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Regarding the Government’s 
excise policy I may say that attainment of total prohibition is the ultimate 
goal aimed at. The House* is t\<*1] aware of the various formidable difficulties 
in the way of any prohibition measure on a large scale without adeepiate 
safeguards. The experience gained in other countries and sister provinces 
where large-scale prohibition was tried by penal laws before the people 
formed their own habit to abhor liquors and drugs, amply demonstrated that 
such measure would yield no appreciable result towards the desired end and, 
on the contrary, it would retard the pace of real prohibition by driving 
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consumption underground through illicit dens, etc. The supply would 
continue all tbe same through illicit channels without any restriction what- 
soever in respect of price or quality affecting the health and the purse of the 
lonsmriing classes most adversely. 

Abundance of natural resources in this province for the manufacture of 
intoxicants with little or no expense and trouble, the religious susceptibi- 
lities of the aboriginal classes resident in the province and the fact that a 
large number of foreigners and upcountry men with a drink or drug habit 
are residents in the province, must la* borne in mind before any prohibition 
law is promulgated. The advent of the war at the gate of the province has 
made the situation further complicated. With the war there has been a 
heavy influx into the province of troops from overseas countries, industrial 
workers of different nationalities and refugees from far eastern countries 
overrun by the Japanese. The province is obliged to provide for reasonable 
facilities for the supply of intoxicants to these foreign visitants dining the 
present emergency. 

The financial considerations involved in enforcing prohibition ha\e also 
to he seriously considered. In the coming veai, out of a total estimated 
revenue of Us. 21 , f>T ,44 ,000 of the province, a sum of Rs. d,Sfi,42.000 is 
expected from Excise. The expenditure of the department lias been e«4i- 
mated at Eh. 25, ‘12, 000 only including Es. (> lakhs due to the Central 
Government for price of opium. It would certinlv lie an unwise step to 
forego this income at the present juncture when it is definitely known that 
no real benefit will he brought to tin* people if prohibition is thrust upon 
them. It is therefore proposed to continue the programme of the gradual 
extension of prohibition by stages which has had the approval of the House. 

As to the measures hitherto taken towards partial prohibition, it may 
be cited that all the liquor shops in the district of Noakhali weie abolished 
as far hack as in Uh‘18. Nine out of fourteen country spirit shops m the 
district of Tippera and the only country spirit shop in the Sitakund area 
of the Chittagong district were discontinued with effect from April, H42, 
as recommended by the local Licensing Hoards. \\ ith a view to aceeleiat ing 
the progress of gradual prohibition. Government decided in the beginning 
of the current year to reduce the number of excise shops simultaneously in 
as many districts as possible in modification of their previous policy of 
extending partial prohibition from one selected area to another, and 
in pursuance of this progressive policy, altogether 101 excise licences were 
abolished during the current year. It is expected that in the next year’s 
settlement further reduction will he effected. These reductions are made 
on the advice of the District Licensing Hoards which are statutory bodies 
with non-official majority appointed to assess the minimum requirements of 
retail shops for the vend of excisable articles The recommendations of the 
Licensing Boards in the various districts are expected shortly, on receipt of 
which further reductions in the number of shops for the next year will be 
decided upon. 

The most successful step taken in the course of this vear 194J-44 to check 
consumption of excisable articles has been the enhancements made in the 
rates of taxation and the retail selling price of all excisable articles. The 
increases effected in the duties on the principal intoxicants have been shown 
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n page 14 of the Red Book. In addition to those it may he stated that the 
ates of duty on bhang have also been raised with effect from 1st December, 
943, to the following extent. Bhang from Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 11 per seer in 
Calcutta, 24-Parganas and in the Burdwan Division and to Rs. 6 in the 
emaining areas of the province. The retail selling prices of the excisable 
trticles have also been increased. The price of country spirit on the 30th 
Vpril, 1943, was Rs. lb-10 per gallon. It was increased to Rs. 21 on the 1st 
May, 1943; it was again raised to Rs. 27-8 on the 1st August, 1943. The 
price of ganja per seer was Rs. 105 on the 30th April, 1913; it was raised 
Rs. 120 on the 1st May, 1943; and it was again raised to Rs. 150 on the 1st 
August, 1943; it was then raised to Rs. 180 on tlie 1st December, 1943. The 
price of opium per seer was Rs. 1G0 on the 30th April, 1943; it was raised 
to Rs. 180 on the 1st May, 1943; it was again raised to Rs. 22b on the 1st 
December, 1943. The price of bhang per seer was Rs. 22-8 on the 30th April, 
1943; it was raised to Rs. 30 on the 1st December, 1943, in Calcutta. 
24-Parganas arid in Burdwan Division and Rs. 2b in the rest of the province. 
This increase in taxation has also been particularly successful as an anti- 
inflationary measure in the withdrawal of surplus purchasing power from 
those to whom the war has given greatly increased earnings and who would 
have otherwise very largely escaped taxation. 

An explanation in legat'd to the expected increase in the Exercise revenue 
during the current year may perhaps he gi\eu The net revenue tor the yeiu 
1942-43 was Rs. 2,53,04,332. whereas the revised estimate for the current 
year has been placed at Rs. 3,05,47.000 showing an increase of 
Rs. 1,11,82,408. Of this increase, country spirit will account for Rs. G3A 
lakh* wine and spirits for R*. 384 lakhs, opium, for Rs. 44 lakhs and hemp 
and other drugs for Rs. 10 lakhs. Taking into account the anticipated 
decreases in the receipts from country fermented liquors and malt liquors 
and oilier miscellaneous heads, the total estimated increase has been placed 
at the ahovement loud figure of Rs. 1,11,82.408. The Hon hie finance 
Minister already explained in presenting the budget to the House that the 
large increase i» expected in view of the steep but judicious upgrading of 
the rates of excise taxation and that with the increase in revenue there has 
been little or no increase in consumption. In support of his statement, he 
gave the figures of consumption and revenue from country spirit for the 
period from May to December, 1943. In supplement to those figures I like 
to give the comparative figures of consumption and revenue for the period 
from May, 1942, to January, 1943, and from May, 1943, to January, 1944. 
Sir, the comparative figures are these: During the period from May to 
January, 1942-43, the consumption of country spirit was 882,125 1,.1\ gallons 
and the revenue was Rs. 88,51,137 and during the corresponding period of 
1943-44 the consumption was 055.504 L.l*. gallons, i.e , consumption less 
by 220.501 L.P. gallons and revenue during this corresponding period was 
Rs. 1,47,98,798, i.e., an increased revenue of Rs. 59,47,061. 

The consumption of opinion during these two periods was 24,966 seers 
and 21,321 seers, i.e., there was a decrease of consumption of 3,045 seers and 
revenue from opium during these two periods was Rs. 32,90,922 and 
Rs. 35,77,706, i.e., an increase of Rs. 2,80,784. We have taken all possible 
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steps to bring about prohibition in this province. As it is not possible to 
achieve this by legislation all at once, we have to do so gradually in order 
that people may be able to give up their drinking habits. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN; Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 25,20,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about the 
failure of the Government in introducing prohibition at least among the 
rural people. 

TO5 4$ OQ (rural people) C=TtT «TtC3 C^FPT 

m*3*n toto? ?ft«i *i ton ?n *tt* ffe* i 

Hon’ble Minister^ & Tftwfc speech W TO5 C**tl consumption 

TO, duty 3t?:$ 0 C^-rt W C 7 ^ ^fl f%ft I TO TO 

TO$1 4$* %T C*T prohibition 4$* TfWF'T ?ft 

RR 7 PfftT R*T <Pfi\ CFTO '3 ’’TfTSR TO '93TO ftp? *pF>- 

^ Policy f% v 5 i sflft | 4 * W ministry fiR 

qSttfTC §FF*tT prohibition TO I ftr^ c 7 ^ Prohibition^]^ 

C^tP Sw«r stf* C^n Hfll <3tOW 4&I fWtr Cl price ’SR*fT ^ 

consumption CTO revenue CTO I Revenue ! 3tC 5 T 

*rft TO ^Ftfl tsfTOT C’Tfcl ^5 policy TO | Rural areata Xtli C*T 

<CTO”T TO 4*&1 TOTO TO 4ft XTOR 

c^rir^F^r, frotfr x?ros To 5 TO*rr#ft feftrq i 43; tot 4 ft imtz xto^ 

ft^rtftxn ft»Tro 4 *: faro sro; to i ftf^j c*to 

ftf%vT <pfftr cto 4tn c*jto to cxto ‘drrox 

*1PFX5 TO I ftp? (TO « » 

TO5 (TTTO CTO revenue srt 4 CTO 

^rcsr top? tot si *ri i totcfi Tfe. y^n. cro sj^fs <ro 

XT’S ftw TOl (FRPI ^FFT^?T C'fW ^ H C<FC^ <Ttftj C^fp] 

fttcn 'SRtm ft^cf I nivTl few^ 

cR?t (Tr^ti Trt^tPr i ^ ft?| xfapn ^ ^tcn ^ 

to fror^ -w ^ *fph i OT^rtcH c^tpf >r 

JTTTC^ftimi ^J^TTOf TOR '3 TRTI 

^’tos ^ c’rttw 4^1 ^ fep to *n 1 ^rtft 

^Hl ^Flir , — ^mus ^tPRFTOrnr ^ C*PFfa <7T^ftf ^ 5 ; ^ abolish 
policy ^ to i to 4 ftro 

C’TO TO ^ I Advisory Committee^ — (At this stage the member 

having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Re. 25,20,000 for expenditure under the head ”8 — Provincial 
Excise” be reduced by Re. 100. 
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I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the failure of the 
Government to undertake any definite and material scheme of prohibition. 

Sir, it is undoubtedly an achievement of the Muslim longue Minisfry 
of Bengal that Bengal has been plunged into a flood-tide of drinks and 
drugs and the revenue receipts under this head have mounted to a level 
that was never reached before. It is well known. Sir. that the head 
“Excise” was the third large source of our revenue. The largest source 
of our provincial revenue was “Land Revenue” and next to that was 
“Stamps” and “Excise” occupied the third place. It must have been 
noticed by honourable members that this year in the budget before us 
“Excise” is expected to yield the largest revenue, larger than ‘iauid 
Revenue” and a larger amount than “Stamps”, it has come to occupy the 
first place and to use one of Macaulay’s expressions “eclipse is” now “the 
first and the rest nowhere ”. Sir, we find that the revenue has not only 
enlarged, but the old plea of the Government that the policy of the 
Government was to seek maximum revenue consistent with minimum con- 
sumption has broken down It is not only the revenue that Inis increased 
but consumption has increased by leap* and hounds. Sir, let me first of 
all treat the question of the development of receipts under this head. The 
following figures will reveal how the receipts have developed and will 
also show that so far as Bengal is concerned “Excise” revenue 
has increased at a much larger rate than in the other provinces 
and in fact beyond all proportions. In 194(1-47 our receipts under head 
“Excise” were Rs. 14(i lakhs and in 1941-4? tor which the actuals are 
available the receipts mounted up to Its 1 SH lakhs, that is, the receipts 
increased by Its. f>? lakhs in years, not to speak of larger receipts in later 
years. 

What was, Sir, the increase in the other provinces? These are the figures 
so far as I have been able to gather them In Bombay the “Excise” 
receipts were at the inception of the new Itefoims, namely, in 1 94(1-47 ♦ 
Rs. 425 lakhs and in 1941-4?, that is, in fi\e wars, the Bombay receipts 
under the head “Excise” came down to Its. ?71 lakhs, that i>, the receipts 
went down by Its 54 lakhs. In the tinted Provinces in 19110-47 
the “Excise” recipts were It*. K>4 lakhs and, Sir in emu sc 
of the first five \ears of the new Reforms, i.e., by 1941-40, tbc 
“Excise” revenue went down to IN 149 lakhs, no increase in revenue, — 
but decrease by Rs. 4 lakhs. In the Central Rro\inccs in 1940-47, “Excise” 
receipts were Rs. 04 lakhs and in the same fi\e years of the new Reforms 
t*.e receipts increased only by Rs. 4 lakhs, and came tip to Rs. 07 lakhs in 
1941-42. It shows that it is in Bengal only that there has been an unpre- 
cedented increase in “Excise” receipts To what that is due? That is due 
largely to the introduction of a cheaper variety of liquor during the new 
regime. It will thus be seen that the Government of Bengal is after 
earning as much revenue as possible from this tainted source. Now, Sir, 
the Government professes that although it has increased the revenue, 
the consumption has gone down. That has been the cry of Government 
since the inception of the present Reforms, In 1948 the Minister in charge 
of Revenue, the exponent of the “Excise” policy of the first autonomous 
Government, told us that the Muslim League Government may be permitted 
to maintain the policy of minimum consumption with maximum revenue. 
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“The present policy aims at” he said “an effective restriction which serves 
the cause of temperance by limiting’ consumption to the minimum require- 
ments”. So it was advertised that the policy of the Muslim League 
Government was to secure the minimum of consumption and the maximum 
of revenue. Then, again, in 1939 we were fed with the story by the then 
Excise Minister that whatever may be the Government’s policy “they are 
giving their best thought to the matter and will not hesitate to extend 
prohibition gradually to other districts”, that is, districts other than 
Noakhali, “if it is possible and feasible”. They were anxious even then 
to extend prohibition. That was 'in 1939. In 1940, again, the policy w T as 
enunciated as follow's: “The Government of Bengal followed a policy of 
maximum revenue with minimum of consumption, the end in view being 
to restrict consumption”. Then, again, in 1941, the policy was stated in 
the very first line of the speech of the Excise Minister aB follows: “The 

policy of the Government (Nawabzada K. Nasarullah : That was not 

a fact. The llon’ble Mr. Tamizudihn Khan: “Who was the Minister”? 
Mr. Prasanna Dku Raikut: You ought to know that at least). “The 
policy of the Government is the gradual enforcement of total prohibition 
throughout the province”. But, Sir, when in 1939 I introduced the Bengal 
Prohibition Bill, the Bill was turned down with the assertion that Govern- 
ment stood for prohibition no doubt, but the prohibition should be gradual. 
Since then we have heard nothing about prohibition far less about extension 
of prohibition gradual or otherwise. Prohibition remains confined to 
Noakhali, the smallest district in Bengal. 

Now, what are the consumption figures? 1*3 me take a long period, Sir, 
for the purpose of comparison. Since the introduction of the Minto-Morlev 
Reforms up till 1941-42, that is, for a period of more than a quarter of a 
century, T am comparing the figures of consumption \\ ith regard to 
country spirit in 1911-12 the consumption in Bengal was 79b. 784 gallons. 
By 1930-37. thut is, just before the introduction of the present Reforms, 
just before the Muslim League Government came into power in Bengal, the 
consumption of country spirit went down to 304,589 gallons; that is, it came 
down to less than one-half of that of 1911-12. And what is the figure now? 
The present figure — and I am now giving the figure for 1941-42 of which 
the actual figure is available— the Excise Minister has admitted it also in 
his opening speech, consumption mounted up to 820,349 gallons in 1941- 
42; that is, it went beyond the figure of 1911-12. It shows that the 
progress that had been made during all those years from 1911-12 to 1930-37 , 
i.e., in course of a quaxter of a century was absolutely undone and not only 
that, Sir, but the consumption had in fact gone up beyond the figure 
of 1911-12. This is the achievement. Sir, of the Muslim League Ministry 
that stands by the Shariat ! 

Sir, when I said that consumption has increased and definitely increased, 
the Excise Minister had the hardihood to question “consumption”, as if, 
Sir, he was taken aback. I may again tell him that consumption did not 
increase but steadily decreased during the previous regime but it has 
definitely increased and increased beyond the figure of 1911-12 during the 
first five years of the Muslim League Ministry that is, the whole improve- 
ment made in 25 years was done away within a quinquennium. 
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A® regards ganja , in 1936-3 <, that is, just before the introduction of 
the present Reforms and the advent of the Muslim League Ministry, the 
consumption of ganja in the province was 33,853 seers. What was the 
figure reached in the course of the next five years? In 1941-42 in pursuance 
of the much advertised policy of securing less consumption it went up to 
38,460 seers; that is, by about five thousand seers more. In five years the 
consumption of ganja in Bengal increased by about five thousand seers 
during the administration of Muslim League Ministry. 

Then, Sir, about opium. In 1936-37, before the advent of the League 
Ministry, the consumption of opium in Bengal amounted to 25,666 seers 
and the consumption of opium went up during the first five years of the new 
Reforms, that is, by 1941-42, to 28,298 seers, that is, by about 3,000 seers. 
Sir, that is the whole history of the administration of “Excise” by the 
Muslim League Government of Bengal. Sir, I know how comparisons are 
made by the department. The department select particular years of recent 
times to compare and feed the public with the conclusions drawn from 
chosen figures, and that they do only to delude the public. If you compare 
the figures over a comparatively long period, you will see that during the 
administration of the Muslim league Government, Bengal has been thrown, 
as I said before, into a flood-tide of drinks and drugs. That is the great 
achievement of the Muslim I/eugue Ministry in Bengal. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned tor 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment. J 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr Speaker, Sir, may 1 beg of 
you to permit me a bit of a digression? There is a difference of opinion about 
the ago of the honourable and learned Leader of the Opposition. Some say 
it is 71 and some say it is 74, but there is no doubt that he has passed his 
72nd year, and in connection with that. Sir, we have heard the news today 
that *- 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May we know, Sir, what he is aiming 
at? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, T do not think you of all 
people should bring in this matter at all. Weil, I have heard about this 
also, but it is not necessary to bring it in here. W T e are discussing 
“Excise”. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 81 DDIQI : M\ only object in bringing in 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: On a point of order. What business 
has he got to refer to the age and all these things in connection with 
“Excise”. Is he under excise? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I was going to congratulate 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Mr. Siddiqi, that has got nothing to do with the 
business of the House which is before us. Will you kindly speak on 
“Excise” demand and the cut motions? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think it is a 
convention of the House to exchange feliritations 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already said it is not the occasion. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I have listened with attention 
to the speeches made by gentlemen opposite. The bogey of the Muslim 
League has definitely become an obsession with gentlemen opposite and on 
that account the presentation of the case has not been altogether 
disinterested. 1 was expecting that figures would also be given for the 
sixteen months in which the Muslim League was out of office. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are \ou on a point of order? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, lie is criticising 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a personal matter. Yes, Mr. Siddiqi, you 
go on. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir. 1 was waiting loi those figures. 
I have, in my own way, found out that the income has gone up while 
consumption has gone down by 2 lakhs and moie gallons. (Rai U.\kkm>k\ 
Nath CiiAi Diii hi : No.) Sir, presentation o! a ease m this mannei leads 
us nowhere. The name of fhe Muslim League was mentioned almost halt 
a dozen limes. 1 wish this were a Muslim League ( iovei nmenl . ll is not. 
The King of the country is a ('Kristian and the law oi the country is not 
Islamic (cries of “hear, hear" from the Coalition Rails hem-hosi, but it 
honourable members opposite had followed the piimiplc laid down 1 >\ the 
honourable and learned Leadei of the Opposition when he bad said that 
he would follow the same principle in the mattci oi pi oinlul ion as had 
been laid down by the (Jui’un and by the Messengei of Allah. \\ e wen* 
first asked not to approach the mosque foi piayer while m a state oi intoxi- 
cation and then gradually the di inking oi alcohol was totullx forbidden. 

A point which speakers on flu* side opposite haw del i heratel y not 
mentioned is the fact that foreign liquor has almost ceased to be imported 
and to that much extent people who are addicted to alcohol ha\e begun to 
drink alcohol prepared in this country. In spite of this change in the 
general situation due mainly to war it is a happy sign oi the time that the 
present Council of Ministers has been able to reduce the drinking of alcohol 
by almost 2 lakh and 58 or 52 thousand gallons. That again is a point 
which was not mentioned. 

Another aspect of the problem which perhaps escaped the vigilant atten- 
tion of honourable members opposite is a fact which should not have 
escaped their vigilance or attention. The presence of alcohol drinking 
soldiers in Bengal today is high and despite all the efforts of temperance 
associations, I am at raid they will lime to agree that there may be a slight 
curve upwards in the drinking of alcohol, but if they do want to know what 
the Muslim mind likes to do, T would most earnestly beg of them to consider 
that even if this is a Muslim T/eague Go\ eminent we have got to consider 
the position of those people to whom alcohol is not forbidden. Idealistically 
prohibition and efforts at temperance are real steps in the right direction 
and yet despite the figures that have been given to iis tonight, I am 
certain that crimes under the excise law have increased in the areas of which 
we were given statistics. T have not got the exact figures before me, but 
I have heard it said in reliable quarters and in authoritative circles that 
distillation in a clandestine manner has increased all over India rrd 
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specially in areas where the Congress Government ami later on Governments 
under section 9d were functioning. I have nothing further to say except 
to remove the impression from the minds of gentlemen opposite that a man 
would not be a Muslim if he did not follow the line of prohibition for him- 
self, but these very gentlemen will perhaps shout and shout us down if we 
started to use compulsion on people who are not forbidden by their religion 
to drink alcoholic liquor. 1 hope the Muslim League theory will not be 
attached to prohibition as has been tonight. When they were in office, 
they could do nothing and after the\ went out ot office the war situation 
has made the progressive realisation of prohibition more and more difficult. 
But I can promise to the gentlemen opposite that no stone will be left 
unturned to go on progressively reducing the drinking of alcohol and 
increasing the income from it as has been done during the very short period 
the present Council of Ministers, which is not a Muslim League Ministry, 
has been in office. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 rise to oppose both tin* 
cut motions. Ji we analyse the grievances of m\ honourable friends who 
have moved their motions, it will appear that the giicvance of one is that 
Government ha\e failed to undertake any definite material scheme of 
pioliibit ion, while that of the ofhei is that tliev have failed to introduce 
prohibition at least amongst niial people. 

it is one filing to manipulate figure*' and base the arguments on 
manipulated figuies and aiiothei tiling to try to convey to 1 lit* House the 4 
Government have not taken anv steps to bring down consumption. 1 
submit. Sir, that it is a ratlin fallacious argument. While presenting the 
demand to the House the llon'ble MmMei has made it clear that the policy 
of the present Government is one of gi.idual prohibition. Therefore, whilst 
frying to reduce consumption of liqmu the\ must not forget that they must 
have more monev to meet the demands, the growing demands, of the people 
of this province from various quaiteis. Kn, mv honourable friend, Hni 
| IT a rend ra Nath Chaudhun, lias given us main figures, but lie has not 
said as to what has happened to tin* price and how the income of the 
province lias increased by increasing the prices which are under the 
definite control of Government So far as rural areas are concerned, 
Government have taken a definite derision by which cheap liquor has 
practically been stopped in those areas, except, of course, in places which 
border Bihar where nuMill cheap liquor is sold. 

Mv honourable friend, Maulvi Wnliur Rahman, gave us an instance of 
h(%w the hill tribes and the poor m«r/m whatever they earn during the 
day spend in the evening enjoying a drink. I wish he had known the 
habits of these people who have come into this unfortunate province of ours 
for earning their bread and working for us. T wish he had moved in the 
hills and had seen why these people who have come from Bihar or the 
Central Provinces or those who work in the hills take liquor. They do not 
take the liquor only as a matter of fun, but they take it as part of their 
food. They cannot work unless they have some sort of drink. It is not 
correct to say that nothing has been done by Government to reduce con- 
sumption. In this connection T want to draw* the attention of the Douse 
to the step that has been taken by Government that every year the number 
of excise shops is being decreased, in various places in the province. Then 
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again, Sir, to keep an effective control over the supplies, Government have 
started Licensing Boards in the districts and subdivisions composed mostly 
of representatives of non-officials of those places, and no new shop can be 
started unless a request is made by the Licensing Boards and approved by 
the Collector and perhaps higher authorities for this purpose. So far as 
the prices are concerned you will be pleased to find that for a pint of cheap 
liquor the price has gone up from four annas six pies to 10 annas, while the 
price of a gallon has gone up from Re. 1-15 to Rs. 6-2. The income must have 
gone up because of the increased price of cheap liquor. (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhur] : And also because of consumption.) So far as consumption 
is concerned, I have in my hand by the courtesy of a friend of mine a chart 
which will show what happened in 1942 to 1944. I submit that in 
September, 1942, the consumption was over one lakh gallons against only 
gallons in September, 1943. The present Ministry came into office 
in April, 1943, and the consumption was brought down by 716,000 gallons. 
The duty has also been increased. The result has been that today in 
February, 1944, the consumption lias gone down to 62,000 gallons and the 
revenue has gone up to Rs. 19 lakhs. That only shows the vigilant attitude 
that has been taken by the present Government which is keeping to their 
promise of bringing down the consumption to the minimum, while keeping 
to the maximum amount of revenue that can be obtained for this province 
so that the demand from various sides with regard to the urgency or the 
necessity of this province can he met. (A voice from the Opposition: 
What about fftmjuY) Gan ja is left to you. 1 am sorry that my honourable 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri has not mentioned , while stating 
that the consumption has increased, the influx of people into this province 
from other provinces. In the city ot Calcutta we have seen that the popu- 
lation has gone up from about 13 to 14 lakhs to about 40 lakhs. My 
honourable friend, Mr. Ahdur Rahman Kiddiqi, has pointed out to the 
House how the consumption of country liquor has increased even amongst 
those who do not belong to this country at all. That being the position 1 
submit respectfully that there is a definite policy taken by Government 
that prohibition must be aimed at, but it must be gradual and it cannot be 
adopted so soon as it is suggested or perhaps presumed. I submit, there- 
fore, that there is no point whatsoever in either of the motions moved by 
my honourable friends and I have no other alternative but to oppose both 
of them. 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

CTrt* or fafas i 

rattan faro*. — csfrs «fi fare trrefa i 

TfaTTTr 3R f 1st* ^3Ttf* i ^ fa 

TOE fra *TO3 3TF5 Efafa I 

«rtwt3T wr vtUF? smfasfatft nfaf% sfai w 
sfai Wtirsp rr tfu? Sfo <?tt Swfr 'attests 

stto i sfai tprtfas ^ or c*»rrs 

JfafaW Sfoni ^TT TP? i fas 4 fro* -3^ 

•tfre OR 4Vs *rf^3 i ^ frttffasfa V&f 

a to ’arero fafars i 
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<ror fw fro ^*r?t?i ftTOTOrcror ct TO*n arrro ?* ^ ^ 
fr? to; yrrot? srfrot? ( 3 ?tor ^ frjfoinft *tfrot? 4> toc*t 

^ttTO TO5 7 ^ftpT wp f^r TO?? *rl STTOf TO; *<[;? TO! C?C5> I TO? ’ft?] 

TO TOTOItfT '3 TO? ?| TOt? ferTO ?TO!t? ^ttTO C^C*IW? *fCTO fe*(tft I 
TO5R ?SC?Tt?FCTO c??tc*f? TOTfw '3 ^ffwCTO fesC?^ (Mr. Suren dra Nath 
Biswas : 4TO?'3 Tstfc^ Treasury Bench^, laughter) ^ tW TOtfa? 

TO ^ c?f? trc?? Tfroics i toi c?*ffi to fire? to c?ro TO to , ^tTOi 
TC’sot ’3 TO?:’*? tot? 'Q ?t®tc? cTO o**T5 TOor. TOi fa fro to i«to 'TO no 
TO CTO^tH TO ‘TOTS TO £9. ^ Ttffo; ?1 <TO C*t??T? ta fiCT? 
TOTO3 ^‘A\ fitc? tot to tot§ c*N ?fc? fire? ?tft fro 

CTO? C? (TOHTO TOffl TOt? ?ftTO I 4 TOt? ?tTO 

TOT? fa?!?? *ft?£ ^331 l5t? I T^TTOT? f?TO tflfr =nft TO 

TOfroftf? facTOT'ott’?^ fS-rm TOTOTO, ?C?f%fa TOC^ TO"? TO ^?Ttf3 TO TO fofa 
TO? TO TO? o ?! TO *fTO TO I ?tTOTO?T? ? 7 ?T? fifrl '?f??tC?? fa 01 *?fafc 
TO^ cTO TOFC?? CTO C?*ft BTO? ( hear, hear ) | TO? frTOC? ?fi CWf 

tot tor fa? 7 farfc ^TOn ft - *?! ^c?? ^tror’s tototott fa?t?? to *ro? TO 

TO? TO I TO^C?Tf ^fa8*tf?T51 il£ fa? *r^tT5 TOF^T ?$1 CTOfr ftTt? ?F*GF? ) 
?fa 3TfTOn ^CTO 9 ]? 3 TO?f??TOT ?fTOI TO? C^TOR, — C? TOF? CTO TOTOTO?T? 
f?TOfr *^TO TOTOT? TO? TO05 ! 4 *5T?Tto, TO5TO51. TOTOBT^tfo, SfBFiftfe, *rt- 

^tfe 3 totto tof? fro fro?f o^ff ?fi to?i r ot??tfa, <M?t?*!WT tffa ?t*r 
TOTO? *1* V TOF. 3TTOT TO?1 f??t? fc l ?] ^P? ?1 I 

Sir, $fbrt?T J& *t(?TO? f5"5C?^ TO?'J3?)' prohibition vq 5"3?t? ii?rt»l 
3y5T2 ?^? c^?l CTO I TOO? TOTO? wt?^ ^TO? (^■Tt? (hear, hear, no 
personal attack, noise, interruption) ^CTO 3 ?? CTOt? S^TO v i v ff?V? 
5pfq7^t«t ^fr? TOT I -3 frf?TO? prohibition 5051 r 5tTOl ^tfiFR 

'3??R 5<TO TO5 ? 1 ?1 C’TS I -4^ TO 7 ? f?TO ^'T?T?? ?^C? TOTOl TOfl ?F?05 fV 
^ttf? ?1 C? C^Ot? ?C?T C?r^r TO? 7 TOT Sfc? fre? OfTOPTt? 5fel ^l 

T?t? ^RT ?T5^ t ' C?? ? (The member having reached his time-limit there wa§ 
the usual red light.) 

Sir, ^tft salt TOT? ^T? ?’ TO? I 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can allow you only one minute. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Saltfei Government of 

India? 1 ?0?t 9 tTOt? r ’PJfl. OTTOl tfsPs «f?*irs i ?T?f?f?8! ^T? ?tC?? C?t4l?? f?W 
♦jrnrt^ft? to? i)?t f?o^ tttot c?no? ■tot ftes ?tc? wi Mfrot? 

TO? fefftft Government of India ntfCTO ^TT allow C?TC?I^T, ?IC?? f?TO <$% C? 
Provincial Government^? '5rt? # 'TT?T TO?t'Tt?l 'TOTtTOOJ TO? fc5?t? ▼ ?TT5 

?t?l CTO, 4?* ^5tC?? ’Ftf C?OF TO ‘TOt? TOT ’3 ?T?1 TOR '®T5Tt5t? ^C?» f?CTO 
C^tC? CTO1 TO c? CTOMrft ^fT5 TO'-tt? ^CTOT TOltTO TC?Cf I 
TOftrs ?rS? i 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: After what Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi and Mr. Mullick have said, Sir, I think I have nothing 
to add. The one important question is whether during the regime of the 
present Ministry the consumption has gone down or not. I have already 
shown by facts and figures that consumption of country spirit has gone down 
by 25 per cent, and that of opium has gone down by 14 per cent. Under 
the previous Ministry the consumption was higher but the Minister in 
charge did not take any steps to reduce that increase. Another thing that 
1 should lip to say is that during the previous Ministry Government 
adopted tire policy of prohibition in certain limited regions only but we have 
extended it to larger areas. 1 may mention that a number of shops has 
been closed down in almost every district of Bengal as will be evident from 
the statement I am going to make just now about the number of excise 
licences abolished in each of the districts of Bengal with effect from 1st 
April, 1048, namely, Burdwan 1, Birbhum 4, Bankura (J, Midnapore 14, 
Hooghly 0, 24-Parganas 1, Calcutta 0, Nadia 1, Jessore 2, Khulna 4, Dacca 
8, Mymensingh 8, Furidpur 4, Bakarganj 5, Chittagong 8, Rajsliahi 2, 
Jalpaiguri 4, Rangpur 5, Pabna 8, Bogra 2 , Malda 4 and Darjeeling 5. 
The total comes to 101 shops which have been abolished, whereas during tiie 
previous Ministry only one or two shops were abolished in Noakhali only. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How many new shops have been 
opened Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Not a single one. 

At the same time, Sir, tor the next year also we are receiving recom- 
mendations for the abolition of more shops and we have already received 
recommendations for the abolition of 24 shops for next year. Sir, we are 
trying our utmost to abolish as many shops as possible with a view to 
reducing consumption. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will fi rst put the cut motions relating to the demand 
under the bead “10 — Forest” and then the main demand for “Forest” and 
then 1 will come to “Provincial Excise”. 

10— Forest. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of IPs. 25,48,000 
for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest” be reduced by 1U. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 25,48,000 for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Premliari Burma that a sum of 
Rs. 25,48,000 be grunted for expenditure uuder the head “10 — Forest”, was 
then put and agreed to. 


8 — Provincial Excise. 

The motion of Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of Rs. 25,20,000 
for expenditure under the head ”8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about the failure of the 
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Government to introduce prohibition at least among the rural people, was 
then put and a division taken with the following results: — 

AYES — 92. 


Abdul Hafts, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Ha arid Ihah, Maulvi. 

AMal Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Mi. 

AMal Kaiar, Mr. (alias Lai Maah). 

AMal MaJM, Maalvi (Mymansiafh). 

Abdul Wakai, Maalvi. 

Aktfar Razzak, Maalvi. 

Aka Hauain Sarkar, Maalvi. 

Ahmad All Enayotpuri, Khan Bakaiar Maulana. 
Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syai. 

Atimaidin Ahmad, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

iadl Ahmad Chaadhury, Khan Bakadar Nall. 
Badruddoja, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Natk. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Bhaormik, Dr. Qobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Baku Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Surtntfra Nath. 

Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Das, Baku Radhanath. 

Das Bupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Qupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dolul, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Edhar, Mr. Upandranatk. 

Emdadul Haquo, Kazi. 

Fazlul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Qhaaa, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Giasuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Gelam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 

Galam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogosh Chandra. 

Qyasuddin Ahmad Choudhary, Alhad). 
HabibuHah, Nawab Bahadur K., ot Dacca. 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 

Hasham Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Jalaluddin Hashamy, Mw Syad. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 


Abdal Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymanslnfh). 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maalvi. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal LatH Biswas, Maalvi. 

AMal Majid, Mr. Syad (Naakkali). 

AMal Matalab Malik, Dr. 

AMal Wahab Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

Abdulla- Al Mahmaad, Mr. 

AMar Rahman, Khan Bakadar A. F. M. 

AMur Rahman SMftlqi, Mr. 

AMar Raaekid Mahmaad, Mr. 

AMur Raskaad, Maalvi Md. 

AMar Root, Khan Bakadar Maalvi ft. (Hawrah). 
AMar Rauf, Khaa Bakadar fthth (Raagpor). 
AMas Sbahood, Maalvi Md. 

Akal Fart, Mr. Md. 


Khaa, Mr. Dakaadra LaSt. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishttha Nat k. 

Lahiri, Baba Ashatash. 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bakadar Uday Ckaad, at 
Bard wan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra. 

Maniruziaman Islam akadi, Maul an a Md. 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Maakarjaa, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Atzal, Khan Bakadar Maalvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 

Mukorji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 

Mukhtrji, Dr. H. C. 

Mukharjl, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutash. 

Mustafa Ali Dawan, Maalvi. 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, af Ooaslmkaaar. 

Nasktr, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. 

Paddar, Mr. Anadilal. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. oharu Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamaikrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manamtha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Roy, Shlb Shokharaswar, Kumar. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nallnaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sokhar. 

San, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Son, Jogash Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 

San Gupta, Mrs. Nollio. 

Shamiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Total Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvi Maji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yousuf Mirza. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES — 109. 

Abul Hashlm, Maulvi. 

Abul Hosain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazi. 

Abul Quasam, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hosain, Mr. 

AHaxuddia Ahmad, Khan Bakadar MaulvL 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Attlad Hossain Khan, Kkaa Bahadur MaolvL 
Barma, tho Han’blo Mr. Pramharl. 

Barman, Baba Shyama Prasad. 

Birkmyro, Sir Haary, Bart. 

Biswas. Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Ckakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Okakrabarty, BIBu Harandra Narayan. 
Cklppsadala, Mr. J. W. 
dark, Mr. I. A. 

Dos, Ral Sahib Aaakol Chandra. 

B», Rai Sahib Kirtt Bhosaa. 

Das. Mr. Monaghan. 
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Dun, B«bv Dcbcubrt RM. 

Farli at BUI KkMM, Begum, 
fax M Qualir, Kbaa Buhatfur Maulvi. 
raxlar Rahman, Mr. (Daaea). 

•laMtni, Mr. D., C.I.C. 

Damn, Mr. R. A. 

fiMwami, the Han'feli Mr. Tulil OhaaRra. 

Rrifflthi, Mr. C. 

Bupte, Mr. 4. N. 

Bvrung, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

HaflxuMln Ohuughurl, Maalvi. 

Hamliuitfla Ahmai, Khan Sahib. 

Maaiaa Marthas, Mrt., M.B.E. 

Maternally Samaiar, Khan Sahib Maalvi. 
Hayweed, Mr. Rodgart. 

H entry, Mr. Davit. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 

Jnalmuddin Ahmet, Khan Bahatar Maalvi. 
Kablrattin Khan, Khan Bahatar Maalvi. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. Q. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Ohantra. 

McPherion, Mr. Q. P. 

MaAxattin Ahamet, Dr. (Btgra). 

Mafliattln Ahmet, Khan Sahib Maalvi (Tlpptra). 
Mantel, Mr. AmrHa Lai. 

Mantel, Mr. Banka Bahari. 

Mental, tha Han'bla Mr. tagantra Nath. 

Mantel, Mr. Krishna Preset. 

Maalrattln Akhant, Maalvi. 

Mehammet All, Khan Bahatar. 

Matlam All Mallah, Maalvi M. 

Mozammel Hug, Maalvi Mt. 

Mttbammat Abtal Halim Malla, Mr. 

Muhammad IshMua, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maalvi. 


Muhammad SMtigaa, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syat. 

Maker Jea, the Han'bla Mr. Tarakaath, M.B.E. 

Mu Kick, Mr. Mukunta Bakery. 

Mttllick, tha Han'bla Mr. PuHn Bahary. 

Mutharraff Hasseln, tha Han’bla Nawab, Kbaa Bahadur. 
Mustagawsal Haqua, Mr. Syat. 

Naaarnllab, Nawabxada K. 

Nazimattin, tha Han'bla Khwaja Sir, K.O.I.E. 
Naarattin, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R., M.B.E. 

Pain, tha Han’bla Mr. Barata Prasaana. 

Pa wall, Mr. 4 . A. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Sataruttin Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruttin Ahmad, Ha|i. 

Sahaba-Alam, Mr. Syat. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarajol Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuttln, tha Han'bla Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
Shahatali, Mr. 

Slngha, Baba Kshatra, Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Utta Manta. 

Skipwith, Mr. W. E. 

Smart, Mr, 4 . N. 

Smyth-Osbourna, Mr. D. 8. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. 

Stevansan, Mr. R. A. H. 

Tamizuttin Khan, tha Han'bla Mr. 

Tharman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M.. C.B.E. 

Whitahaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wardsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Chauthury, Maalvi. 

109 the motion was lost. 


The Ayes being 92, and the noes 
(The result was greeted by table thumping and eries ol “shame, shame , 
and “resign, resign” from the Opposition Benches.) 

The motion of Iiai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the demand of 
Its. 25,20,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Premhari Barma that a sum of 
Rs. 25,20,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “8— Provincial 
Excise”, was then put and agreed to. 


13 — Other Taxes and Duties, 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 0,92,400 be granted for expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes 
and Duties”. 

Maulvi MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 0,92,400 for expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to give relief to the poorer classes from operation 
of Soles Tax. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4$ faw 

'apmsfe faro 'am* ^farofa i ^8} *rrar 

c^nit ft fa: ’rtm 4$ fays ** fat 

?**? S*fr5 to TOnn i torh TOrfcstfam c* 
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far *tf %«f3 sJra ?{%» *RRt«m sttR i 

«rtRfoit%fR cr tpm frrtraR *r[< fRCRt^r i rfm *te*f'CT«fr 

Cflft &JtW!'R ^tfRRM ymito TZ ^f%^TQ 3Rt^H) 31 Rf%3 TOT R'fe 5FR- 
7 rt<ft^' c fCT c , *fN c f rfros fan RtRR ri i S$c4 RtRRtu 1 5 ^ t s^i rIc,$r 

4$ fRIFR R*R ^$CRR RfRRF Rf^faCRR fRR^ 3$tv5 **\*t*\ RrfRfll Wtf^RappF 

ttcrt rtr r*ri ^1 Rfra 4 $ fcKm stre crt^ orsin 

r^cr 1 ^Wi f% cRfac^fl ? r^q ^ToR' cR*fr 4^ r*r RTRRtfft*R 

^iKfii "K^h, f%R5 •Tr-T y rtf?r^t c t < 3 $ ftiRT rrtrr 5 r 3p H ^ > oqrr f% ^fefR^ ^vf‘"'Q 
*rf%* ^rfwt^R? fan? t$vz r#ri 1 ^tr rcr ?fr? s^irm Ircrr 
*tR fRR ffTR ^ 2 pTR S$C3t^ I ^OVOlr ^itcer r*r trf^ftR 5 * ’smrsffRR K $\n 
TR 3 RR Other taxes and duties ^3 voted vftar RRfRr 7R Rs. 43,000, charged Rft 3 
Cm RRK RtRl SR Rt^ I ^0fc-0& RCR 4? RRO>R RRtR? ffesf Rs. 30,000, ftnj WtrpR 
$S 1 Rf%3 R^fRRl Wlft R^RtRR ®RT RRT* rtirtw R»* 7,21 ,000 *C<K >fcO^-Ofr 
rcrr RRtcRnr ^8 M RfV wi TtRfre 1 nvjvov rcr rkrir cRtfr <r?rc strut % 
^ cr# stsir frwi , 'srfc^rr r^rtr rrtrf rri 00 c^tft *\o RT* 

‘IV Tt^fR i?tol, *T*fK >^0*1 -Ob' RCRR RRtC 1 *? *lRb Rfa RSRI S^RtC$ I 

R3RtUR faiH Rfti R>R 1 5^9tC& ^ 'SH, , ®H K CRRfCR RfaHrtRcR* fcfalR 

<0* *HPT1 R*R fR£3 S$3 (7TRKR W* ^PTI I 

^rm $i?f tdfa ^frr^i -tPHoPr gi rc^ ^ ®r- 

^ *TvT *T 1 R i>Ttr*P?r c^t^h Ft^?I! f?C 3 C^R I ^mpR Tt^H TW 
c-rr^ c t ^ *tsi ^ri^ 1 

FJt*f? ^5 ^T3 W# STIR ^ Tf^iR ^rtotR faRttSR I 

^ JR Tt^TCRR ^1 ( 7 T R5 ^*f" Tftr3 ’ttSTTI %fn? ^3R* of^TTra 

^Tf’Q^n Rt^C^ r 3t^H RR ^tfR-TlRS : SR?Tt < ftRU c t*T •RTRR ^RT RHT ^Rl 7R Rt^ , C^RR 
^rftRl tTRI fROSMTR CTlSl CRoCR^ RJRTH ^f^CSR I 

RtRRlR R^t^ffe RfUTR. R^ROT RR R^RR Rt*RtR RfCWrfe fV RfRRt fc t Rl^f% Rf^CUT^ 
3fcTR ^fjR# ftRtR RTMRfR CRf^R ^ RfRRTR tpftR ^fRCof^ 1 ^RtWt ^^O^-Ob' RCRR 
CfR ^r*f Rt'RtR 3^%R U %f 0^ ^ &|RR I fV? RtCRthT R^RR 'Q 

^ 9 t^|’R ; 5t R^RRRT Rt'RTR Rk. «•(.!? Rt^fT Rl'bf^Rfc^ cR > tfl’ 66 RR^ h6 5>|wf4 
^IR*) | blRi ^tt3R1 Rt^CR cRtRl C 4J t CR ? WRR ^RRtRfRC^tR 3RR R’JR *i6*T 

RR RRfon ^CRR ^ T R v tRTR^lR3 Rt|f% ’TRtRR RTRT1 r^C3C^ I (71 RRR Rf-RtCRCl 

60 RRf CRtR? ^iRflolCR RfRI C'ft, R^R RtCRtR RRf CRtR C^RR RtTtR RlRC3 
RtfRT^ Rl, 3^ Rt'RtR ^RRtRtRtRR R3R RR RTR R70 ^CR ‘Rt^ 'RRTTR RR (RSRtR 
vm Rt^ ; 3RR ^rfiR3] C R RR 6fR fttsR Rf%3 RfRIRR 31 R^Rl R#C32 mwi 

rrr i 

R3RtR RTQp 13^ f*!Rl fw^t? RR3'? I 3tRl 5tR Rt’RtR CRt^3 RRt^ 
ypRRTRWF ^T’R TRU5 1 ilRt 31 TRT3 5tR CR3tTR Palestine^ fRRtR 

Tt’tR RFR1 TOTC^ CR^'ICR Rt^W f^l fRRTR Tt^fR RTRTO I fVl ^KRR RtRRtR 

TOT ftftg CR Rt’^TtR RRSTRfR 3tO^R RRR"R W Rl 1 CRtt Wft fe®^ CRf^ 
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3t<r ^ 3 ^ feus i ^tft *tf%*rc** ^ot 

^frnsfe ( 7 T wr=i 'srwcv* 5^ 1 ^ 

wc^r tot f*ffli t[ oKtf^rj ^rfrf3i csw froi ^T’erfa s regre F f r yy 

\& <Ffr i 3t23?T ^f%3 ^PTrRbFH ^T^'T *13^31 156 SR Z RgfJjR ^ 

m ?#t3 Wt7f% *tt^T I Yt#T «Rf?fS *f3<CT c 1> tff3f&3 I 

wt* »o ?f5t3 c**i (toto 1 ^t-rre ^ 

^rft c? ifrnn firara r$c3 «rfar 

•rfe <rmi 1 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. <>,92,400 for expenditure under the head “13— Other Taxes and Duties” 
be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about anomalies and defects in 
the administration of various taxation measures under this head. 

Sir, on previous occasions J took the opportunity to invite the attention 
of this House to various drawbacks of certain legislation leading to taxation 
measures under this head. 1 am now trying to invite the attention of the 
House to some of the administrative and other defects of such taxation 
measures, some of which have already been discussed or revealed from time 
to time. 

But before doing so, I feel it my duty to invite also your attention and 
the attention of the country outside to the position of the present Govern- 
ment. As today’s voting has shown earlier in the day the Government is 
only being kept up with the support of the European Group, about 11) or 
20 of whom were present today and took part in the voting. Fntortunately 
for us, the constitution has been so framed that in spite of our best wishes 
it is the Europeans who hold the balance and remain the top dogs. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Dr. Sanyal, these things do not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: \ am talking of anomalies. Sir. What 
more anomaly can there be than this, the greatest of anomalies m oui public 
lift* y ‘1 am also talking about taxation. Again, I submit that we are being 
taxed both in our purse and in our patience through the incubus of domina- 
tion of certain \ested inteiosts in this country. While speaking on anomalies 
in taxation, 1 believe it will not he out of place at all to invite the attention 
of this House to tin* present state of affairs. However. Sir, 1 shall not take 
up much time of the House on this issue. 

There is onh one other point which in this connection 1 would like to 
submit and that is the continued detention of about 10 members of the 
Opposition as security prisoners which again is enabling the European 
Party to make their presence felt. I hope, and this 1 appeal without any 
rancour, that it will be possible tor the Indian element, under the leadership 
of whoever can take the lead in the right direction, to make the Europeans 
know and understand that we will manage our own affairs ourselves 
irrespective of their presence and we shall be in a position soon to have 
an absolute majority of all progressive political parties managing our affairs 
in our own way without dictation or without any sort of patronage or wire- 
pulling from behind. So far as we are concerned on this side of the 
House we are not at all interested in particular persons or personalities, 
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but surely we are interested in having the entire administration run and 
conducted by Indians with the best of intentions to serve this country and 
our own interests. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Come to the point please, Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Coming to the taxes under this head 
there are the entertainments tax, the betting tax, the tax under the Bengal 
Finance Act Tax of 19d9 and the tax under the Bengal Finance Sales Tax 
Act of 1941 which taxes compose the bulk of the realisations under “Other 
Taxes and Duties”. The others include the Bengal Raw .lute Taxation 
Act and Motor Vehicles Taxation realisations. So far as the Sales Tax 
Act goes, I have taken an earlier opportunity to point out how the adminis- 
trative machinery set up has defied the intention of the legislature to 
impose only one-point tax. As there was no specific provision in the 
legislation demanding that there would be no double taxation at all in 
practice commodities that had passed from a registered dealer to an un- 
registered dealer and again went back to the registered dealer to be passed 
on to the consumer have naturally been taxed twice. This is one of the 
fundamental anomalies of that taxation. 1 had also pointed out to other 
anomalies which have led to a situation in which merchants who otherwise 
would like to have multiple shops and large business turnover under better 
economic systems have been compelled to split up their undertakings so 
that the quantum of taxation may be avoided or reduced. These are the 
two fundamental anomalies in this measure. 1 would appeal to the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge and to Government to see if even now through 
administrative arrangements they could avoid such anomalies. 

In regard to the betting tax, there is also another great anomaly. I do 
not see our friend Mt. Nooruddin in the House just now. He was one of 
the vocal exponents of the abuses and anomalies existing in the realisation 
of betting tax through the machinery of the Turf Flub, ibis arrangement 
is sought to be justified on the ground of economy in the realisation or in 
collet tion charges. But, Sir, as the time at my disposal is short, 1 would 
conclude by saying that it has given a loophole to one section or one 
interested group of Euiopeans again to avoid payment of larger amounts 
to the puldie exchequer and to piaetirallv rule in the field ot this game. 

The third important measure with regal d to which anomalies have been 
found is the Fleet ricitv Tax Act The Electricity Tax Act has been 
recently reviewed when we wanted to examine in connection with an 
enhancement of the eleetrieiU duty what measures could he taken to 
maximize revenue while at the same time allowing the poor man to go 
comparatively less taxed Industries had been enjoying exemption for 
obvious reasons but there me large areas in the subuibs of ( aleutta where 
palatial buildings had been constructed by jute mills and other mills where 
residential quarters of Burra Sahibs get electricity comparatively at a 
cheaper rate and also the measure of taxation there consequently becomes 
less. 

I bad an intention similarly to point out how the motor vehicles tax 
question was giving a loophole to anomalies under which certain classes 
owners of vehicles were being exempted or comparatively less tax^l than 
others. (At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

As my time is up, I will not press other points at this stage. 
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With these words, Sir, I press my motion for acceptance. 

Rai Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 0,92,400 for expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes 
and Duties” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
the collection of betting tax and thereby encouraging gambling especially 
when the province is passing through a crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the time at my disposal is very short I would 
confine my remarks only to the point mentioned in this cut motion but that 
would not mean that 1 welcome the other taxes known as “modem taxes”. 
My object is not to criticise the administrative machinery but I object to 
the imposition of tax on betting. By levying ‘this tax Government virtually 
aids and abets a criminal act, that is, gambling. Horse-racing is a vice 
imported from the West and the Government of this land call it sports; 
otherwise they cannot levy any tax. Westerners have their own code of 
virtues and vices and we have imitated the one and not the other. This 
vice went very far, Sir, and even dog-racing w T as started in the name of 
sports and the House may remember that there was much mud thrown over 
this matter in this House. If by spending a few thousands of rupees you 
can collect several lakhs, then it is certainly ven tempting. But can the 
world go ahead on that busisP If small outlay be the eiiteriou, then one 
may encourage pick-pocketing as for that you only require a used safety 
razor blade and earn a lot till you are caught. 1 would draw serious atten- 
tion of the honourable members of this House and also of the Hon’ble 

Ministers to some facts which are known to many who are present here. Is 

it or is it not a fact that thousands of middle class and poor families have 
been ruined by betting and gambling in the race course? Is it not a fact 

that several persons died of heart failure and shock inside the race course? 

Is it not a fact that wives and daughters were relieved of their ornaments by 
a loving husband or a father who was all out to make 100 by betting rupee 
one? It is not a sport. It is gambling. May I not under these circum- 
stances ask the Government to stop this evil without a moment’s delay? 
They should stop horse-racing by an Executive Order, if possible, and take 
possession of the buildings and the race courses and use them for some legal 
purposes. The growing evil must be stopped. I had occasion to warn 
before and 1 appeal to the authority to take immediate action. If you 
encourage this sort of gambling in order to augment your resources, you may 
as well impose tax on many questionable trades and vocations in order to 
square up your balance. If you really want to run a good Government, do 
stop this sort, of evils and improve the moral tone of the people. 

AVith these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maulvl ABDUL WAHED : reMfa *TtOT I Tfafa TO <3 |fkt* tpSfa 

Tfa y fc sp r <?t tot* TOre st* i spstOT fere tot 

trlfe ottr Tfa fare stre i 4* fer tptc* 

•tferDf tsi sTtf *rr c^tct *rft tow *fferfaOT 

4$ fare 1 fan *fferf?OT 4 ts fare i Tt®tr 

c*rci stt retr c*tre ^ — Ttfa tot * 1 4$ Tfare 

?!*i fen *fsmfaps 3m* 
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Hr. SPEAKER : 4^*1 qcW ft *W 1 TOTC^, *t* *t* * 5 f*t* «r**f* I 
Mtulvi ABDUL WANED : to** 1 * **1 TOTC^ *tf* *TO1 *1 I $C* *W *YC** 
¥C«T **3T CTO *f*l 3* ofe *HJ$ *t* *t* *wf| I **f* Ofi ff^ *T\Wt* 

wd*!*!** «PF ffpp C*Tfa *1 C*tC* **C5>, <4^ ' ! f*Tf* S*t* ^F* btftfC* few 

'SFqFS ^RTflf TO I *t^^T* *1*1*^ C* **$ fwfe f^TSRT TOT, r -ifTO C3F$M 

«itcbii 5tc^ c*c* *f* fe* 'ttv? i fes *f*i *fcw fefe** *k*i , < 3 ** \sit*f^ 
**f* ^* fep: 3* ^t*1 *f* *tfe* <f*Wtt** $*f* <7^ w* stfe* ot 4 *; c*f? 
firaK** *t*i ^51 trfe? whhkkc 6 !* *iob i ^ ^ic<? k fl*H wt® i ^?r wc«r 
c?*f *ttfe?tc* *tf*«te wi tot feme* ^tf* 6 !^ to i *sitw$ osjf^T:^ *tf! tchot 
’ jS , ^t<F^ t ! «rcvs bl$\ *ti^ *r Qj? «h>iI*!<hc<f' ^ fros *ti sr* i 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR H 08 AINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, *^TO 
Bengal AssemblyTS 01 *ftwfc $*fft \5 **1 TOTO $ft <0 4^T?1 TOffef ^**Yt* 

3I¥CW I ^3(tW «[C-N *fTOT *tPTt* cfjp ?fnp C'TT 5 ? *** *1 CTO *3"C*> ^flPT ^'t'ttSTN 
^*1^, *3JtotC* 5*TW TOT TOT C*i£tTO ^*f* TOTfa ^itCY* 5*f* fe5T ^RF5t* 

Ft*TOt**I*Tl CWCH I *tfw *t;*n ^fn fr fc*PF *PF C*rfcR *t^*t* «W *f*t* 
*CTO^ * r *C3 <3pR ST TOP I *t^Pl CTO «fT *PF CPt* - TO5, ^P*!, TTOf**l* 

^rr-r^Tt^t C<?lTO ^ 4** WTT §^T** <KYI Wt? I TTYT f^ol^C^ WHIdPI 

titc^t (?Ft*T ^pt?] «n i ^ ^rrfi' sfMtc'j bt^ ^T5t*fnr?r ^tTOttst 

wf *T (PFKOT Pfa CPC*H ^vn (TFtTOPT I ^^PfC^pT ^PTtOT ^TtOTT ^«f I 
, 5rmtw ^jfTOP (prfert^ a ?pf ^pf ^Rffr^ iftn wi 

cfi^rp ftri -^h i ^t:^p ^btft pfi ^ *ttrir?r 4^1?i 

f^j r eft* fatz totc^ i c* ^ttlwft ctoutot Trfc?rf5roft 

vgc^t or>f ^ ^Fl^, (7T^ ^ttd^ *^f fty *Rf ^ fire* S^P tax 

i fa ^fte**, CTRsn, c*f$ mm ts ?pjg 

TO I CTS *s/t«t C^tl^T v5tr ^ TO I ^t*l <i]TO 

fip/r^r c^n:* ^rfe n r csR ^ «i w* few* ^s*r 

ft* *^* I CTO* ^n* 3JJR ^* *t*T *^f**l (TOfkw *r?OTT ^fc* fe** *1 I 
Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 rise to reply to the cut 
motion moved by my esteemed friend ltai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen. 
He has stated that the imposition of betting tax encourages gambling. 
The arguments that he has used are most erroneous and fallacious, because 
betting tax instead of encouraging gambling rather discourages it as it 
takes away from the winning or totalisator pool a part of the proceeds and 
thereby checks the temptation of betters and punters. 

Sir, he has also advocated the abolition of racing. I would like to 
explain that the attitude of Government is that they do not encourage 
gambling, but they take the most realistic and most practical view of the 
matter. It is admitted that the spirit of gambling is inherent in most 
persons. (Laughter.) Therefore, even if racing is abolished, the result 
would be that gambling in other forms will crop up and people will go to 
shady gambling houses and crooked gambling dens and will squander away 
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their money. Therefore, gambling should be restricted to certain disci- 
plined form and that is better than allowing people to resort to illicit 
gambling. So far as the question of abolition of gambling altogether is 
concerned, this problem bristles with difficulties. An experiment wavS tried 
in America to abolish drinking. A Prohibition Act was passed but it was 
found that though the professed consumption and sale of liquor were 
prohibited, yet drinking wa> going on. Therefore, the experiment failed 
and the whole Act had to be scrapped. In the same way, if we try to 
abolish gambling altogether, there may be an increase of other crimes and 
things like that as in America where there was regular trafficking and 
smuggling of illicit liquor and bootlegging. 

Sir, Di. Nalinaksha Xanyal stated that the procedure of collection of 
this money is not quite the correct one because he stated that this money is 
collected through the Royal Calcutta Turf Club. 1 would like to point 
out that this is the most economical form of collection. By giving the 
task of collection to the Royal Calcutta Turf ('lull, the whole amount is 
collected at the minimum cost. ( Dr. N\mn\ksu\ S\ny\i, : That is a 
bluff.) Resides that, 1 would like to point out that (io\enuncnt collect 
about Its. 25 lakhs from betting tax which means that the temptation to 
punters and gamblers is reduced. 

Sir, with these words 1 oppose the cut motion moved In Rai Bahadur 
Jogesli Chandra Sen. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: After it has been said this c\ening 
that wine is food and betting tax is good, no more speech is necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: 1 wish to say just 
one thing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, how many Ministers will speak? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It relates to taxation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL : The mover of the original demand 
still has a right to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. I do not wish 
to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the demand of 
Rs. (i, 92, 400 relates to a number of taxes and duties administered by 
different- departments of Government. A list of these taxes and duties 
til ink T need not waste the time of the House by repeating them. T would 
has already been placed before the House by my friend Dr. Sanyal and I 
only say that the total income which we expect out of these taxes and duties 
will come to about 2 crores and 55 lakhs of rupees only. 

As regards the cut motion of my friend Rai Jogesli Chandra Sen 
Bahadur, 1 would only say that his arguments only support the proposal 
of having a tax on gambling. (Rai Bahadur Joqesii Chandra Skn : Why 
not have a pick-pocketing gang.) There will be no capital outlay. The fact, 
that gambling has ruined some families and ruined the joy of many is well 
known. So, Sir, the tax on gambling not only adds to the revenue but it is 
the most effective control over gambling. 
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As regards the motion of my friend Dr. Sanyal, I am afraid he has 
confined his observations mostly and mainly to bettings and other facts. 
He has not, however, mentioned a single specific instance of maladministra- 
tion or anomalies or defects in the administration. I would welcome 
specific instances of maladministration or defects or anomalies in the actual 
realisation of the tax, and will certainly give our best confederation for 
removing such defects which may be found. 

As regard* the observations of my friend Maulvi Maqbul Hossain and 
Maulana (iolam Sarwar Hossaini, 1 would only say that Government is 
always anxious to see that maximum possible relief is given to the poor. 
Only a perusal of the Schedule of the Sales Tax will show that not only food 
and food articles which are necessary for the poor people aie exempted 
from the Sales Tax hut also other poor man s necessities ha\e been 
exempted, namely, text book, cloth, handloom cloth, yarn, kerosene, 
matches and lots of other things. It is also well known to this House 
that the recent Sales Tax (Amendment) Hill which this House has just 
passed has made still moie libeial precisions in this respect. 

Fader the circumstances, 1 submit, Sir, that these cut motions are not 
at all justified and I hope. Sir, that the House will throw them out. 

As regal ds jute tax, since the motion has nqt been moved 1 do not 
propose to make au\ ohsci \ at ion. 

AVitli these words. Sir. I oppose the cut motions. 

The motion ol Maul\i Maqbul Hossain that the demand oi Rs. 0,02.400 
for expenditure under the head ‘10— Othci Taxes and Duties” be reduced 
bv Rs. 100, was then put and losl. 

The motion oi Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 0,0*. 400 
for expenditure under the head “1*1— Other Taxes and Duties” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rs. 0,02.400 for expenditure under the head “10— Other Taxes and Duties” 
be reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Ilon’hle Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a, sum of 
Rs. 0.02.400 he granted for expenditure under the head ”10 — Other Taxes 
and Duties”, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 0-50 p.in. till 0-00 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 16th March, 1044, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
lGth March, 1944, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 185 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Fire accident in Down Dacca Mail. 

•169A. (Short Notice.) Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
be pleased to state whether there was a fire accident in the Down Dacca 
Mail on Sunday, the 5tli March, 1944? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the cause of the fire; 

(it) how many persons were injured ; 

(tit) how many died ; 

(iv) where the injured persons were and are being treated ; 

(r) whether the injured persons received proper first aid as soon as the 
accident occurred ; and 

(vi) whether the Government are considering the desirability of enquiring 
into the matter of payment of suitable compensation to the injured 
and the dependants of the dead? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain): ( a ) Yes. 

(b) (i) The cause is under investigation by the Railway Administration. 
(??) and (Hi) Eighteen persons are reported to have been injured include 
ing one who died in the Campbell Medical Hospital on 5th March, 1944. 

(iv) All the 18 injured persons were brought dowm to Calcutta and sent 
to the following hospitals for treatment; — 

(1) B. R. Singh Hospital, 1. 

(2) Medical College Hospital, 7, of whom 5 were discharged on the 

same day on risk bonds. 

(3) Campbell Hospital, 10. 

(v) Yes, first aid was promptly rendered by the Guard at the site of the 
accident, at Ranaghat by the Sub- Assistant Surgeon, Ranaghat, and at 
Sealdah station by the Medical Officers of the Railway Administration. 
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(v\) Under the Indian Railways Act, the Railway Administration appears 
to be liable to pay compensation to persons killed or injured in an aooident, 
and Government will certainly make enquiries as suggested. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House when he got this information of fire officially or unofficially ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The information about the accident 
was received officially on the 5th. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the IWble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House whether he himself did go there? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state what action the local officials took when it was brought to their 
notice that there was an accident ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The department immediately came 
into contact with the railway administration and made enquiries. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I did not enquire about the Depart- 
ment of Communications and Works; 1 asked what action the local officials 
took. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The local officials had nothing to do 
with it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Ts it a fact that local officers are requir- 
ed immediately to take action whenever an accident takes place on a 
railway? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Yes, when a collision Occurs 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Indian Railways 
Act provides for a joint enquiry by the Senior Inspector ot Railways and 
local officials? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that the 
Railway Act demands that there should he a joint enquiry? 

(No answer.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answer (/>)(/), about the 
cause of the fire, has the Government of Bengal taken any steps to ascertain 
the cause of the fire? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: They made an investigation of the 
railway administration in consultation with the Government Inspector. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Government of Bengal done 
anything? I am afraid my question has not been understood. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think he has understood your question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it in the contemplation of 
Government to hold a joint enquiry as provided in the Railway Act? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: The primary responsibility is that 
of the railway administration and the railway administration has taken up 
the matter. Pending its report Government do not propose to do anything. 
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Pnoe of riofy eto,, as it stood on 31st May, IMS, in subdivisions of Bengal. 


•170. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing in the different subdivisions of Bengal the prices current 
on 31st May, 1943, of paddy, rice, potato, mung , masur, arhar , sola (gram), 
maiar , kerosene and mustard oil? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): A statement containing all the 
information as far as available is laid on the Library Table. As only 
Saturday prices are reported by Subdivisional Supply Officers, prices prevail- 
ing on the 29th May, 1943 (which was a Saturday), have been shown in the 
statement; those prevailing on 31st May, 1943, not being available. Prices 
of matar dal are not availably as they are not separately reported. Kerosene 
prices are fixed under the Defence of India Rules by District Magistrates at 
different times for different districts. Controlled prices of kerosene prevail- 
ing on the 29th May last have been shown in the statement as far as possible. 
The same prices of kerosene prevailed on the* 31st May. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the TTon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in many districts of this province Govern- 
ment have not been able to maintain the controlled rates of paddy and rice 
as in the district of PnbnaP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: TTow does that, question arise? 

. Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Government is not in a position to 
maintain the controlled rates of paddy and rice in the district of Palma. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : All that I was asked to do 
was to lav on the table a statement showing the prices current on 31st May, 
1943. The question was not what were the controlled prices and whether 
those prices had been maintained. Sir, I would like to submit that the 
question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Will ITon’hlc Minister be pleased 
to state whether those interesting rates were at par with controlled rates of 
the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: At this distance of time it is 

difficult for me to say. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether those rates were just opposite to the controlled rates? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the reasons for not taking any steps against the higher 
rates ? 


Thd Hon’blo Mr. Hi 8. 8UHRAWARDY. So far as I remember on the 
31st of May, 1943, there were no controlled prices 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there were any controlled rates for paddy and rice in May 
1943 P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I think there were. 

Removal of destitutes by the Khaksars. 

•171. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government have information as to — 

(a) the number of destitutes belonging to — 

(i) Muslim, 

(«) Hindu, and 

(in) other communities that were removed by the Khaksars 
outside Bengal in 1943; and 

(b) how many of such destitutes of each of the said communities have 

returned to Bengal as yet ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) 4T1 Muslim and 1 85 Hindu destitutes were 
removed by the Khaksars with financial assistance from Government during 
the period between 7th November, 1913, and 14th December, 1943, There 
were no destitutes belonging to any other community. It is not known if 
any destitutes were removed before that date. No destitutes were removed 
by the organisation after the 14th of December, 1943, ns Government prohi- 
bited the removal of any more destitutes by the organisation. 

(h) It is not known how many of them have returned to Bengal. A 
party of eight Muslim destitutes from Dacca came hack to Calcutta, assisted 
hv the Muslim League, Amritsar, in the matter of their railway fares. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the Uon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if the Hindu Mahasabha applied for the removal of destitutes outside 
the province, and if their application was rejected? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to state what 
was the assistance rendered by the Government to the Khaksar Party? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The actual travelling 
expenses of 3rd class fares and diet allowance at the rate of Hr. 5 per head. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal are in touch with those 
destitutes who have not yet returned? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A report has boen 
called for. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal know anything about 
the whereabouts and the conditions in which they are being kept? 

The Hon’hle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Do the Government feel the 
desirability of enquiring into the fate of these destitutes, both Hindus and 
Muslims and letting the House know about it? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated, the matter is under enquiry. I want notice if details are wanted. 

Prohibition of manufacture of “gur” and alleged hardship of sugarcane 

growers. 

•171A. (Shoet Notice.) Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries 
Department be pleased to state whether he is aware that hardship is being 
experienced by a large number of the growers of sugarcane in the districts of 
Murshidabad and Nadia due to the orders of Government iu rSspect of the 
disposal of their cane in the current session and in the manufacture of gur ? 

(h) What arrangement was made by Government to ensure that the 
sugar mills situated in the area would make full use of the entire supply of 
sugarcane in the zones within which the manufacture of gur was sought to 
be prevented or discouraged ? 

( c ) Whether he is aware that up to the 7th February, 1944, no sugar 
mill lias purchased any sugarcane from the cultivators between Dhubulia 
and Lalgola on the Ranaghat-Lalgolaghat Section of the Bengal and Assam 
Railway P 

( d ) What steps are proposed to be taken or have been taken to mitigate 
the sufferings of the sugarcane cultivators of the area whose cane has been 
left unutilised so long? 

( e ) What measures are under contemplation to ensure that the future 
production of sugarcane may not be seriously curtailed as a consequence of 
the current year’s experience? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): {a) No. The 

Darsana Sugar Factory is the only factory in these districts which has 
obtained a cordon under the Order issued in pursuance of the Gur Control 
Order, 1943. No report of any hardship of the growers of this cordoned 
area has been received by Government. 

( b ) Under the Order, mills having a cordon are required to take all cane 
offered to them. Instructions have issued to local officers that if the mills 
refuse to take the cane offered, or transport difficulties are such that culti- 
vators cannot take the cane to the mills or their purchasing centres, then they 
may, in their discretion, allow the cultivators to use their cane for manu- 
facture of gur. 

( c ) No. The Ramnagar Cane and Sugar Company and the Sri Radha 
Krishna Sugar Factory come within the sphere of operation of the Ranaghat- 
Lalgolaghat Section. While the second mill is not working this season, the 
first named mill has obtained no cordon under the Gur Control Order. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

(e) The matter is engaging the attention of the Sugar Advisory Board. 
Both the mills and the Agriculture Department will of course distribute 
seeds as usual. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to answer (a) “No”, 
has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn at any time to Circular 
No. 470(30) Misc,, dated the 18th December, 1943, sent by the Subdivisional 
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Officer of Berhampore to various union boards in the Murshidabad district, 
including Bhabda, reading thus: — 

4$ W8 Sugar Mill 

F3fB rC? Mr a ^3 «5 

ffiro ^ tprs ^ Ttw sifrtfcsn *n i 

The Hon*ble M r * Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I am glad that 
Dr. Sanyal has given me this opportunity to answer the mischievous 
insinuation that he has been making against us. 

Sir, my attention was drawn to this circular by Dr. Sanyal himself and 
I did explain to him that the Government order did not include that particu- 
lar mill, and immediately this notification was issued by mistake by the Sub- 
divisional Officer, orders were issued that this cordon must be withdrawn 
and that explanation was called for from the Subdivisional Officer why he 
made such a mistake. This was known to Dr. Sanyal. In spite of that he 
was insisting why such things were happening. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I explain 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 am sorry that this has happened. 
When a question is asked, an answer has got to be given, but it is not proper 
either for the questioner or any other member who desires to put a supple- 
mentary question, or for the Minister or the Parliamentary Secretary who 
desires to answ’er that question, to discuss the question. I hope this direction 
will strictly be followed in future. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, so far as this particular question is 
concerned, 1 hope you will allow me to explain my position. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, and T hope you will not pursue it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the TIon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state or quote the order of the Subdivisional Officer or the District Magis- 
trate of the district countermanding the order that has actually put the 
cordon P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I cannot quote offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when he received this short -notice question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This raises another vexed question. I hope you will 
not press for an answer to this question at this stage. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, you know T that it was sent through 
you to the department, and I therefore want to ask 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Don’t raise that point, Dr. Sanyal. Please put your 
supplementary question direct. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if up to the 7ih of February, 1944, there was any order issued 
countermanding this order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I do not remember the 
exact date. I can say this much that the very day my attention wan drawn 
to this mistake, that order was issued then and there withdrawing the cordon. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that the attention of the 
llon’ble Minister was drawn on the 3rd January, 1944? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I cannot vouch for the 
date. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what he meant a few days ago by saying that the order has been 
recently withdrawn? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether up to the date when the question was sent any sugar mill 
situated on the Ranaghat-Lalgolaghat section purchased any sugarcane from 
the growers within the area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I cannot answer that 
question offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question was there as to whether 
he is aware that, up to 7th February no sugar mill has purchased any 
sugarcane from the cultivators between Dhubulia and Lalgola on the Rana- 
ghnt-Lalgolughat section of the Bengal and Assam Railway to which the 
answer is “No”. 1 am entitled to know what this “No” refers to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 ha\o nothing 
further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refe rence to answer ( b ), will the 
llou’blc Minister be pleased to state when instructions were issued to local 
officers that the cultivators could be allowed to manufacture yur if the mills 
refused to buy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not in a position to 
give the date now T . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the cultivators had been lying with their <ane 
unutilised till about the middle of February? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I have already replied 
to that question that Government have no such inhumation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is, with reference to answer (a) t aware that gieat hardship is 
being experienced by the cultivators and if Government have received a 
representation from the cultivators of Nadia district through Mr. K. P. 
Chattopadhaya and also a similar petition from Beldanga through Tlaji 
Khoda Baksh, eon of the late Md. Ayub? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It is not possible for me to 
remember all those things. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any representations were received at all or notP 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Might have been received; 
I do not know. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My question was whether attention of 
Government was drawn to the hardship experienced by the growers to which 
the answer has been “No report of any hardship of the growers of this 
cordoned area has been received by Government”. I am quoting two repre- 
sentations, copies of which have been sent to me. Whether Government 
have received two such representations — one from Mr. K. P. Chattopadhaya 
and another from Mr. Khodabux. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: How can I remember 
that? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c) will the 
Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Sri Kadha Krishna Sugar Factory 
have communicated to the Government before the Sugar Control Order was 
made operative that this season they were not going to work P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: l am not in a position to 
give this detail. I understand that they were not included in that cordoned 
area. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that cultivators in the Burdwan district on the other 
side ot the river Hooghly w'ere also ordered not to convert their sugarcane 
into (jur in the interest of the Hamnagar Sugar Mill F 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. Your question waB with 
regard to Murshidabad and Nadia. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Even on the other side of the river, the 
Burdwan people received notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: So far as Hamnagar Sugar Mill is con- 
cerned it is situated in the Nadia district on tin* border of Nadiu and 
Murshidabad and within a few miles there is the Burdwan district also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your question was confined to Murshidabad and Nadia 
districts. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir, if you do not allow 1 
won't press. 

With reference to (r) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
he means by “obtaining cordon” under the Order? Was the cordon given 
as a matter of privilege to the mills on their requisition or it was in the 
interest of the growers by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I do not remember the 
exact number of the question. This question I have already answered — on 
the advice of the Sugar Mills Association cordons were made. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that there is a great danger of sugarcane cultivation in 
Nadia and Murshidabad going down as a result of the interference of the 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir, Government has 
no such information. 
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Btbu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is informed that several prosecution cases were 
started in Rangpur 011 ^ ie growers of gur? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. This question relates 
specifically to Nadia and Murshidabad. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHAS It is hardship of sugarcane-growers 
of Nadia and Murshidabad. Therefore the question of hardship of Rangpur 
growers also arises. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 


(answer to which was laid on the table) 


Deaths due to starvation in BakarganJ. 

78. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR. Will the Hon’bl© Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department 1x3 pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing for the last six months up to 81 st August, 1943 — 

(a) the number of persons that have died of starvation in — 

(t) Bhola, 

(«) 1‘irojpur, 

(hi) Patuakhali, and 
(tv) Sadar subdivisions 
of the llakarganj district; and 

(b) the numl>er of them belonging to the — 

(i) Caste Hindus, 

(it) Scheduled Caste, and 
(in) Muslims 
in each subdivision? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Reliable figures are not 
available for the Bhola subdivision. A statement in respect of the other 
subdivisions is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to unstarred question No. 78. 


Subdivision. , 

Caste Hindus. 


Pirojpur . . Nil 

Patuakhali . . Nil 

Sadar North . . 4 

Sadar South . . 9 


No. of deaths. 

Scheduled Castes. Muslim. Total. 
Nil Nil Nil 

Nil 3 3 

6 10 20 

Nd . 14 23 


8J. NARENORA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the villagers of Chaulakathi in a 
petition to Subdivisional Officer reported that 18 ’deaths had taken place in 
one village alone P 


Tht Hoti’bfe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’Me Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons why reliable figures for Bhola were not avail- 
able by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: At the time of drafting 

the reply, no information was received. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of deaths within the Barisal municipality 
itself situated within the Sadar South subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the procedure adopted by Government for collecting tbepq 
figures? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is a matter for the 
Local Self-Government Department. I cannot give the information. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Ilon ble Minister be 
pleased to state from what source did he collect these statistics? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: From the local offi- 
cials. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Uon’blo Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why the numbers of death of these three subdivisions are so 
ridiculously small? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does uot arise. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister bo pleased 
to state if in the columns of vital statistics recorded under the instructions 
of the Public Health Dejrartment there is any column showing starvation 
as one of the causes P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is not for me but 

it is for the Public Health Department concerned to answer it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that as there is no such column as “starvation”, the 
actual enumerators put down deaths due to starvation under some other 
causes like malaria or fever or unknown causes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is more or less an argumentative question. 
Apart from that, this question has been agitated in this House; on other 
occasions. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether thousands died in Pirojpur but they say nil? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are again discussing. You can discuss it at the 
proper time and place. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that thousands of dead bodies were thrown into the river in Mathbaria 
police-Btation because people could neither burn them nor bury them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: They have stated “Nil”, so that question does not 


arise. 
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Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon ’}»le Minister 
aware that of the five subdivisions Bhola was the worst affected and in that 
case will he please state why of all subdivisions the figures for the worst- 
affected subdivision of Bhola have not been supplied? 

Mfi 8PEAKER: That is a question which does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Are we to understand that 
as the deaths were so many and as they were not properly collected, that is 
why Government could not give us the figures for the Bhola subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, that i, not a fact. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he can vouch for the correctness of the figures 
given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is rather difficult 
to answer because we have got to depend on the reports of the local officers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the department responsible for administering famine and desti- 
tute relief made any special efforts to ascertain the number of starvation 
deaths? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, Sir, that is being 
done now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the report of that department 
regarding the number of starvation deaths? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The reply is that is being done now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 wanted to know specifically with 
regard to time and period. The question is whether the department which 
was responsible for administering relief for iumine and handling the famine 
portfolio did any effort to ascertain the persons who are dying of starvation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What was the report ol that depart- 
ment regarding the number of deaths due to starvation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A report is being 
uwaited. It is not yet received. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W T ill the llon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if the answer so far collected is based on the usual machinery or 
channel of statistics of the Public Health Department which does not show 
any special column for starvation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have said these 
replies are based on the report from the local officers. 

Point of privilege. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I rise on a point of privilege. 
Yesterday a memlier of* our party paired off with another member of the 
Opposition party and it. has now subsequently come to our notice that the 
member whose name w’us mentioned by the Opposition party was not 
present in Calcutta at all. Therefore I submit that the Chief Whip of the 
Bose Party practised a deception on the Government party and it has been 
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a gross misuse of an established convention of the House and violation of 
the privilege of this House. I would, therefore, suggest that the matter 
be referred to the Privilege Committee for enquiry into the conduct of the 
Chief Whip of that party, and secondly, Sir, 1 would request your ruling 
as to why our member’s vote should not be added to the number of votes 
recorded on that day. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, Khan Bahadur should have 
mentioned this fact to me and asked for information before mentioning 
the matter before you. As he has not acted as a gentleman I refuse to give 
him any information. 

(Uproar and cries of “shame, shame”.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. This is a matter about w'hich I know 
nothing whatsoever. This is the first time that l am hearing about it in 
this House. I will personally look into the matter very carefully and then 
I will state before the House the result of m\ looking into this affair 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What can you do, SirP Why do you 
take the responsibility upon yourself? If the Government Whip has been 
a fool, he' will have to suffer for it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It, has been stated to be the privilege 
ol this House. 1 have got to look into the matter as to how far it is a 
privilege and I will look into this matter very carefully. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Sir, as so many names have been men- 
tioned I want to know straightaway the names of those gentlemen. Hut 
me have their names. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 1 won’t ullow any more discussion on 
this point. A statement has been made in this House by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali and some statement has also been made from the other side. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is no statement. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I am not going to listen to any further 
discussion on this point. I have said what 1 had to say. 1 again repeat 
that I will look into the matter and see what the privilege is, if any at all, 
and what steps, if any, are required under the circumstances. 

Enquiry regarding pending questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a question of privilege, Sir. My 
question of privilege \s on entirely different grounds. Will you kindly 
let us have your ruling as to how the position regarding answers to ques- 
tions remains. We have submitted on many occasions that a large number 
of questions have been accumulating not merely during this session but from 
previous sessions and even from previous years and we only find three or 
four questions at a time coming up before the House and even one hour 
question time is not consumed. We had never this experience in the past. 
We would like to know from you whether the laches are due to your office 
or to the* new Ministry which have deliberately kept out answers because 
many questions are unsavoury to them. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, as far as I remember a large number of ques- 
tions are pending and questions, in my opinion, have not lieen answered M 
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they should have been. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Thank you.) If I 
remember aright — I am speaking offhand — it is not the fault of this Govern- 
ment alone. It has grown practically into a practice not to answer 
questions. I consider it to be a serious interference with the privilege of 
members. I do not remember whether I said openly in this House, but I 
remember to have spoken to the Whips of the parties that I will look into 
the mattef in consultation with the party leaders. In fact, a sort of a 
committee was appointed for going into the question, but subsequently I 
found that it would be better if I took the advice of leaders of the parties on 
this question and then decided once for all the procedure which according 
to me would appear to be reasonable and consistent with the rules. That 
is what I propose to do and if the leaders of parties will kindly give a little 
time — any day suitable to them, I think I shall be in a position to decide 
the matter in the course of this week or the next. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Next week the Assembly may be over. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, please. I appeal to the leaders of different 
parties that if they will kindly give a little time tomorrow, day after 
tomorrow, Monday, Tuesday or any day suitable to them, then I shall he 
prepared to discuss this question with them and announce my final decision 
in the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you have noticed how a short- 
notice question sent to the department on the 7th February lias been 
answered on the 16th March. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you resume your seatP It is no use going into 
the details now. If you render me assistance in course of Tuesday— I 
extend this invitation in this very House to the leaders — if the leaders 
kindly extend their co-operation to me by Tuesday, it is welcome, and 
after Tuesday I will decide my own course of action if I do not get their 
co-operation. 

Point of privilege. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker Sir. Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not going to listen to any statement on that 
point. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Y ou have listened to his state- 
ment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That matter is closed for the time being. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I want to make my position clear 
that I refuse to take anything ns an accused. If Khan Bahadur approaches 
iqe us a gentleman I will satisfy him. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I do not want to anticipate or 
to prejudge the discussion which is going to take place in your room. At 
the same time I do object to the way in which the Khan Bahadur thought it 
fit to place the matter before you, because he has already passed his 
judgment and abused the Chief Whip of my party in the statement which 
h&h&s made. (Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : He deserves it.) Whether 
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he deserves it or not depends upon the explanation or the statement that he 
might make on the matter. Khan Bahadur did not care to satisfy himself 
about the facts, he did not ask about it. He has abused him in language 
which is unbecoming of a Parliamentary Secretary to the Government. I 
want to say, Sir, that the Khan Bahadur has obtained information in a 
clandestine manner and has used it in a most unparliamentary way. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The member admitted that he was 
absent from Calcutta. 

Mr. FAZL\JR RAHMAN. On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Mr. Rahman, please resume your seat. If member 
after member rises in his seat to discuss a matter about which I huve given 
my final verdict, and if every one persists like that then it will be simply 
impossible to transact the business of this House. After Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali had spoken, Mr. Susanka Seklinr Sanyal rose and said “I 
refuse to make a statement”. I wanted that the matter should end there, 
but it was later on raised as a matter of privilege. I hope the House will 
agree that when the budget is under discussion if we go on discussing a 
matter w-hich is not on the agenda, to transact business will be impossible. 
I realise that when one statement is made from one side another statement 
will come from another side. In fact I was not willing to allow Mr. Basu 
to make any statement on this point. But he began by saying ”1 am not 
going to prejudge the discussion that is going to take place 1 \ and I thought 
that he was going to speak about something else. I would request you, 
both sides of the House, not to press further this point. Let us go on with 
the business of the day and as I have already stated l shall look into the 
matter as early as I can. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. When you have 
disallowed discussion on a particular point, if any member rises and makes 
his submission what is our protection against that P It von do not declare 
him out of order and withdraw’ from him the privilege of having his state- 
ment recorded in the proceedings, then it is only fair that you should allow 
this side to make its submission in reply to submissions which the other side 
has made. It is up to you Sir, to make the discussion that has taken place 
subsequent to your closure of the discussion out of order and to expunge it 
from the proceedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It pains me to say that there is a tendency which I 
have noticed in some members of this House to rise and to persist even when 
I have given my final decision But you know the limitations of the 
Speaker. The Speaker has practically no powers. If you give me that 
pow’er it is possible to control; otherwise, it is not possible for me to control. 

I have got very limited powers, as you know’, under the rules. That is why 
I have already stated that I am going to convene a conference of leaders 
and see how the dignity of the House can be maintained and bow this sort 
of thing may be stopped for good, and I propose to do that shortly. But 
without the fullest co-operation of all concerned, it is not possible for the 
Speaker, whatever his powers may be, to maintain order in, and dignity of 
this House. I hope every member in this House will realise the position 
and extend his wholehearted co-operation in maintaining order and dignity 
pf this House. 
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25— General Administration— General Administration. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of Ilis Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
be granted for expenditure under the bead “25— General Administration”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25— General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move in order to raise a discussion about — 

(i) the general policy of the Government. 

(ii) the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries. 

(in) the corruption and bribery. 

(iv) Reparation of judiciary from the executive. 

(w) method of transfer of officers. 

(vi) retrenchment. 

(vii) high pay of the superior officers and low pay of the lower grade 
officers. 

This Ministry was put into the gnAi by the outrageously unconsti- 
tutional methods adopted by His Excellency the then Governor of Bengal, 
the history of which is now well-known to all. We owe to Mr. Kazhil Huq 
for his brilliant statement that was made on the floor of the House revealing 
the outrageously unconstitutional acts committed by His Excellency the 
then Governor. This Ministry came into power by corruption and bribery, 
ib.V bribing people. The increase in the number of Ministers and the 
appointment of 17 Parliamentary Secretaries are themselves acts of corrup- 
tion. They are nothing but bribery. Seventeen Parliamentary Kecretniies 
have been appointed for which the public exchequer is to pay a sum of 
Rs. 1,14,000. On the head “Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries” the 
budgeted expenditure is Rs. 7,28,000 in the year 1944-45 as against the 
actual expenditure of Rs. 3,97,430 in the year 1942-43— an increase of 
Rs, 4,30,570. This is an opportunity the Ministry availed of in order to 
put them into power and His Excellency the then Governor of Bengal did 
support it. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, what are the functions of these Parliamentary Secre- 
taries P They have got nothing to do. I am told they cannot have any 
access to the files. While the House is in session some of them have been 
put forward to give replies to the questions only to justify their existence. 
They have got another function to do, i.e., to carry on Moslem League 
propaganda. 

On the head travelling allowance and honoraria, etc., the sum of 
Rs. 1,35,000 has been budgeted in the year 1944-45 as against actual 
expenditure of Rs. 73,867 in the year 1942-43. Mr. Speaker, Sir, this 
travelling is undertaken not for keeping the Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries in touch with the people, not for knowing the real pitiable 
condition of the people hut to carry on the Moslem League propaganda. 
The Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries went to Noakhali in order 
to canvass for the Moslem League candidates in the recent district board 
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election; They acted as canvassers y But, Sir, may I put a question how 
many of them went to the really affected areas of the Chittagong Division 
in order to know the real pitiable condition of the people who died by 
lakhs. If the sum of Rs. 4,30,570 would have been spent for “Grow More 
Food’Vampaign by opening small irrigation khals in the districts of 
Chittagong Division as well as Dacca Division for the development of “boro 
cultivation” many thousands of acres of land, fallow land, would have 
been brought under cultivation, if a portion of the sum would have been 
spent for the construction and repair of the irrigation .tanks in the district® 
of Birbhum, Bankura and a portion of Burdwan. Many thousands of 
acres of land would have been brought under cultivation and many 
thousands of people would have been saved from death due to starvation. 
In the face of deaths by lakhs from starvation this waste of money can be 
termed, to say the least, criminal. 

The retrenchment on the head ‘‘General Administration” is always a 
necessity in order to save money for the nation-building departments, 
particularly in Bengal where expenditure in nation-building department® 
is only 10 annas 3 pics annually per head as against Rs. 1-11 in Bombay, 
Rs. 1-8 in the Punjab and Re. 1 in Madras. This was in the year 1938-39, 
year previous to the war. The situation now has not improved but has 
rather materially deteriorated. 

In the name of war a large sum of money is being wasted; there is none 
to check it; if objected to, you go under Defence of India Rules. Posts 
are being created, new departments after departments are being made. 
Fnder the head “Civil Supplies Department”, Rs. 40.30,000 has been 
budgeted for, many officers of the General Administration have been 
transferred to those departments and hence the necessity of appointing 00 
lawyer-anagist rates has been created. On each department there is an 
increase in expenditure. Fnder the head “Ci\il Secretariat”, budgeted 
expenditure is Rs. 20,27,800 in the \ear 1944-45 as against Rs. 25.42,000 
in the year 1913-44, an increase of about one lakh of rupees. 

One outstanding fact is that in the Publicity Department provisions for 
promotion of communal harmony has been dispensed with. Communal 
harmony is not the policy of the present Government. But the policy cf 
the present Government is “Divide and Stay”; they want the division of 
our countries into Tfindu and Muslim and continuance of the British Rule. 
Their leader Mr. Jinnah has not even the courage to sav, “let the country 
he divided between Hindus and Muslims hut let the Britishers quit, the 
country”. On the .question of retrenchment I venture to draw' the atten- 
tion of the Government to the cut motion moved by Sir Yamin Khan, a 
Muslim League member in the Central Assembly, asking for the appoint- 
ment of a committee of the Central Legislature to scrutinise Government 
expenditure and to suggest economy. This is all the more necessary at the 
time of the war. If the economy is suggested, the war is found to he an 
excuse for an expenditure. Even Sir Yamin Khan is not prepared to 
attach ftanctity to the word “War”. To us it has got no sanctity; we arc 
not fascinated by the expression. Specially this is not a war for the 
independence of India hut for perpetuation of British Imperialism. If 
you go to Church Lane, you will find persons holding posts there have not 
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even got the chairs to sit upon, have not got any work to do, they enter 
into the office and put their signature in the attendance register and leave 
the office and get into the office again after a walk in the garden at about 
6 p.m. and put their signature again into the attendance register and lienee 
the necessity of a committee to scrutinise Government expenditure and to 
suggest economy. The function of the Committee of Public Accounts are 
not sufficient for the purpose. 

It is said the first casualty of war is truth. Truly it has been so 
exhibited at the present moment, the whole system has been corrupted 

and from the topmost to the lowest are open to bribes; the Supply Depart- 

ment is another name for corruption. It is regrettable even most of the 
Subdivisionai Officers who control the Supply Department openly encourage 
corruption and some of them have notorieties of being open to bribes. It 
is regrettable that they do it with the knowledge of even of the district 

authorities and an enquiry would have been sufficient for their detection. 

1 suggest that the committee of the Legislature for enquiry info corruption 
and to suggest remedy therefor have become of urgent necessity. 

As to the necessity of separation of the judiciary from the executive my 
esteemed friend Mr. Sanya! made out a good case day before yesterday 
while discussing a cut motion regarding Administration of Justice. I shall 
only add by citing a case which came before the Chief Justice and Mr. 
Justice Lodge in connection with the hearing of a transfer case. How the 
District Magistrate of Burdwan failing to influence a Munsif-Magistrate to 
act. in the way he wanted him to act, passed an order of transfer of the case 
from his file to the file of the Subdivisionai Officer. In the course of hear- 
ing If is Lordship the Chief Justice remarked that the trying Magistrate 
who happens to be a Munsif-Magistrate showed sturdy independence which 
His Lordship could not but admire. Tn this connection may 1 draw the 
attention of the House to the following weighty remarks made by the Chief 
Justice of Lahore High Court in February. 1944, “There appears to be a 
persistent endeavour on the part of the executive these days not only to 
ignore and flout the legislature but even to interfere with and curtail the 
powers of the judiciary as well. The judiciary have, therefore, got to he 
extra vigilant and maintain their authority and prestige intact”. 

This illustrates why the judiciary should be completely separated from 
the executive. 

In the course of the hearing of the above transfer case two confidential 
letters issued by the Government of Bengal, dated 10th January, and 7th 
February, 1944, to the District Magistrates of the province had also come 
to light which show how the Government try to influence the decision of the 
judiciary’ by their executive fiat. 

X have already said that the policy of the Government is surrender to 
the Central Government. The District Magistrate should act as a liaison 
officer between the civil and the military but it has been illustrated 
specially by what had happened at Comilla as to the shifting of courts, 
civil, criminal and revenue to three places — Brahmanbaria, Ohandina and 
Laksara for so-called military requirements that the Government of Bengal 
has utterly failed to look to the convenience of the people of the district of 
Tippera. If the court buildings would have been required for the military 
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purpose* there was sufficient accommodation in the town of Comilla where 
structure* could have been raised as they had been now in the three different 
places to accommodate the courts in the town itself. 

To add to this the Government have utterly failed to give adequate com- 
pensation to those persons specially the lawyers who had to leave the place 
on account of shifting of the courts. In answer to my starred question^ 
No. 132 in the matter of compensation on account of the temporary acquisi- 
tion of the houses, the Government have referred to the extract of a letter 
of instruction issued by the Central Government. In implementing the 
instructions issued by the Government in this matter 1 beg to draw the 
attention of the Government to one outstanding fact that the rents of the 
houses have ibeen fixed without hearing the parties concerned and without 
knowing the claim of the parties. The Government should immediately 
issue orders to the District Magistrate of Tippera for reviewing the amount 
of compensation after hearing the parties concerned. 

I do not know how to characterise the policy of the Government as to the 
release of State prisoners and detenus. The disturbances that followed the 
arrest of the Congress leaders in August, 1942, had completely subsided 
and at present there is no justification for kcepiug the State prisoners and 
detenus without trial. The numl>er of persons still detained after the dis- 
turbances that followed the arrest of Congress leaders in August, 1942, in 
the province of Bengal is 1,335 besides many persons who were urrested 
before those disturbances and are still in detention. The Government have 
no right to keep any person in detention without granting udequate family 
allowances, the allowances that are granted are extremely inadequate and 
in many cases no allowances had been granted at all. 

I do not find adequate expression to condemn the policy of the Govern- 
ment not to grant allowance to those detenus who are members of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly though by their detention they have been 
deprived of their income which they had earned before their arrest. 

The Ministry which is mainly dependent upon the votes of the European 
members — and the regret is that the European members have allowed 
themselves to be converted into air-raid shelters to keep the splinters from 
hitting the Ministry — stands self-condemned. The Ministry which is 
responsible for the deaths of millions of people stands also self-condemned. 
The University of Calcutta records that the total number of deaths above 
the normal in the year 1943 was estimated at 3$ millions. By statements 
issued by the Government of Bengal on the 11th March, 1944, the death 
rate in the year 1943 has exceeded by 6,88*,K4(i than the average death rate 
of the last five years and in answer to one question it has been admitted 
by the Government that they have no records to show deaths due to star- 
vation. Admittedly lakhs and lakhs of people died of starvation; they failed 
to tackle the food situation and it is sure that they will again fail to 
prevent the apprehended famine Jh is year and I appeal to the Legislature 
to condemn ihe Ministry irrespective of party affiliations as the members 
of the Executive Council of the Central Government were condemned by 
all the groups including the Muslim League group by supporting the cut 
motion that was moved by Mr. A. Qaiyum, the Deputy Leader of the 
10 
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Congress party, which was passed by a majority. I hope and trust that 
my appeal will not go in vain. 

With these few words I commend this motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 1 00. 

Sir, T move this motion to raise a discussion about the provision of 
increased expenditure for Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries. 

Sir, I shall try to show that a lot of unnecessary expenditure has been 
provided in the budget for the next year. This Government has been 
pursuing a policy of patronage to party supporters and party hirelings. 
Before I go into the details of the budget I should like to recall the 
memory of the incident which led to the fall of the last Ministry. 
Notwithstanding the withdrawal of support of the European group the 
Fazlul Huq Ministry enjoyed a clear majority in this House but it is well- 
known to everybody the circumstances under which he had to tender his 
resignation. And the then Opposition with Sir Nazimuddin as its leader 
managed to secure a majority by means of bribery and corruption. With 
a lesser number of Ministers and with only one Parliamentary Secretary 
the previous Ministry was functioning in Bengal with greater credit than 
the present Ministry with a larger number of Ministers and a horde of 
Parliamentary Secretaries. It reminds us of the history of Bakhtiar 
Khiliji on hearing whose entry into Bengal with only seventeen cavalry 
soldiers the then Hindu king abdicated his throne. In the case of Sir 
Nazimuddin he alone found the throne of Bengal empty for him. I ask, 
therefore, what Mas then the necessity of having 17 Parliamentary Secre- 
taries. It was not through the help of his 17 cavalry soldiers in the shape 
of Parliamentary Secretaries that he was raised to the <jadt hut it was 
through the help of one who is no more in this world now. These 17 
cavalrymen or these 17 Parliamentary Secretaries have been tied to those 
offices with a long rope giving them good opportunity for finding out money 
from other avenues, uot only to draw their salaries and travelling allowances 
from the exchequer. Sir, in the budget of the next year one will see an 
increased provision ot half a lakh of rupees under the head “Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries". There is already a good drain, there is 
already au unrestricted auil uncontrolled expenditure from the Bengal 
exchequer for party patrouage and for supporting party supporters and 
their hirelings. 

Sir, looking (o the conditions of the province the Ministry would have 
acted wisely to minimise the expenditure and to curtail the expenditure 
by dispensing with some of these Parliamentary Secretaries. What is their 
function Y I should say they are rather functioning with duties quite non- 
parliamentary. They are seen at the time of question hour replying to a 
question or two. They are seen in the lqjjby running to and fro catching 
members during the Assembly sitting hour; they are seen in the verandah 
and the corridors of the Secretariat; they are seen in the office of the Civil 
Supplies Department moving to and fro. 

(At this stage the member’s time was up.) 
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Sir, may I have two minutes more? Certainly I am giving facts and 
figures which are in the budget. I am not disturbing the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you can have two minutes more. Please 
try to finish. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I will finish Sir, it 
reminds me that after the fall of Khelafat-i-Rashedin — 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not giving facts. 

Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: 1 am giving facts. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can give these facts on other occasions. During 
the budget discussion it is desirable that you limit your speech within the 
time allotted. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: I am telling you and the 

House that these people have no business — nothing of the kind. Simply 
they are drawing big sums of money as salary if&d travelling allowance. 
Now, from the time of Yazid up to the seventh King there was so much 
drain from the public fund or the exchequer thut the eighth King, the 
pious Kiug, had to make* this statement in his court that the wealth drained 
from the public fund by members of the Royal Family and their favourites 
and parasites would be greater than the wealth of the whole world. 1 can 
show from the budget that the expenditure under the head “Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries” has drawn almost the major portion of the 
income of the province. What for? They are touring for election of their 
own selves and for the election of others. They are touring to organise the 
Muslim League Party. It is no business of the Government and for that 
Government money should not be spent. They are drawing travelling 
allowance for their journey, journey which is made for party organisation 
for receiving garland and receptions and not for Government business. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this In raise u discussion about the 
failure of the Government to give any reply in some cases and prompt and 
correct reply in most cases to questions put by the members of the Assembly. 

Sir, we on this side of the House have no illusion about Provincial 
Autonomy. More than once we have described it as a sham and mockery. 
More than once leaders of political thought and disillusioned Ministers have 
characterised Provincial Autonomy .as a sham and mockery because as they 
said rightly while the Ministers have all the responsibility it is the officials 
backed by the Governor who have all the power. But, Sir, in spite of these 
defects and shortcomings of Provincial Autonomy that we are said to 
enjoy under the Government of India Act, 1935, it has the rudiments of a 
democratic government in so far as people’s representatives make laws and 
ask questions to which they are entitled to an answer. 

Sir, our experience has been, since this Government came to power, 
that the Government have not cared to answer questions that we have put 
from time to time and especially they have deferred replying to questions 
which demand an immediate reply in public interest, as they say. Let me 
mention one case. Sir. More than three weeks back I heard from a very 

10 * 
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respectable member of this House, my honourable friend Mrs. Nellie Sen 
Gupta, that four security prisoners had died in the Dacca Central Jail. 
Immediately I gave notice of a starred short-notice question to elicit informa- 
tion about the matter, but will you believe, Sir, more than three weeks 
have passed but the Government have not cared to inform the House 
whether it is a fact or not that some security prisoners in the Dacca Central 
Jail have died. 

Before this session commenced I gave notice of a question about the 
health of Babu Kedareswar Sen Gupta whom the Hon’ble Minister personally 
knows, a man whom I described the other day as more dead than alive, a 
man who has been suffering for the last 20 years from intestinal tuber- 
culosis and who when arrested was carried to the jail on a stretcher. I 
asked about his health but no reply has been forthcoming. 

Another prisoner is Babu Chittaranjan Guha, who is suffering from 
chronic colitis and suspected T.B. I asked a question but no answer has 
been forthcoming as yet. As I have already said, though this constitution 
is a sham and a mockery still we have some privileges that we enjoy under 
this constitution and one of the highest privileges under this constitution 
is this that we are entitled to ask questions and to receive correct replies. 
But, Sir, if like language which is said to have been given to man to 
conceal his thoughts answering a question has been given to the Ministers 
to conceal real state of affairs, they render this constitution a greater sham 
and mockery than usually it might have been. 

Then, Sir, I move the next motion, namely, that the demand of 
Its. 1,40, lit, 000 for expenditure under the head “25— General Administra- 
tion’’ be reduced by Ks. 100. This is in order to raise a discussion about 
the statements made by the Hoifble the Chief Minister in the Assembly 
on several occasions to the effect that the Government do not feel called upon 
to make an enquiry into any incident that took place during the regime of 
their predecessors and that they do not consider themselves bound by any 
undertaking given by the latter regarding any such enquiry. 

Sir, of late we have noticed an obsession with this Government to 
explain their various dark acts of omission and commission by saying “Our 
predecessor, the damn Fazlul Huq Government did this thing and did that 
thing". When the question was raised on the floor of the House whether 
Government felt called upon to institute an enquiry into the serious allega- 
tions that were made about the doings of the Government forces and police 
in Midnapore, allegations which concerned the honour of women, Govern- 
ment cullously replied “No". Why? “Those incidents were alleged to 
have occurred nol during our regime”. Call the Fazlul Huq Government 
untouchables; we do not mind, but, Sir, (Khan Bahadur Mohammad Ali: 
You were in that government. Were you sleeping then?) if the demand 
has been raised, the real question is whether the demand that has been made 
is a right demand or not. My honourable friend Khan Bahadur says; 
“Well, your party was in power then." Yes, but the country knows that 
the party Government that was in power then put up a very stiff fight 
with the highest powers that be. Our Government then bad the courage 
to call a spade a spade, our Government had the courage to disclose the 
differences which they had with the Governor, but like good and innocent 
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boys and children what are you doing? You are singing to the tune oi 
your masters 

Mr. SPEAKER: Address the Chair, please. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Yes, Sir, through you 1 am addressing 
them. These people are singing to the tuue of their masters that be, 
and, Sir, in order to avoid an enquiry into those incidents they raised a 
false cry, namely, that they did not feel called upon to go into those things, 
because those things did not occur during their regime. 1 refer, specially, 
Sir, to the Dacca incidents. It was I myself who had occasion to move 
a special motion about the Dacca Jail tiring. Why? My honourable friend 
Mr. Shahabuddin who now adorns the Treasury benches — he also as a 
prominent member of the Muslim League Party moved a similar motion 
demanding an enquiry into the firing that took place in the Dacca Central 
Jail. I found one honourable leader of the Muslim League party red with 
anger, and rightly so, at the incidents that took place in the Dacca Central 
Jail. We know, Sir, that the Chief Minister then had the courage to tell 
the Governor in his face, because he was responsible to the House, that he 
felt called upon to institute an enquiry into the incidents. Unfortunately, 
his opinion did not prevail over the Governor’s opiniou. He failed then. 
Either plainly say that those incidents were nothing, they did not call for 
an enquiry, that an enquiry was unnecessary or say that we did not like 
to provoke the powers that be and that we did not like to provoke the 
officials to bring about our downfall sooner than it may take place. 

Sir, with these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that Jhe 
demand of Rs. 1.40,18,000 for expenditure under the head "26— General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion 
about the failure of Government to abolish the system of nominations from 
the local self-governing institutions. 

JfvSMfe sftStTO 1 local self-government nomination *pfi 

fifCTO ?**fc*l 4* nomination WWW 
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Babu ASHUT08H LAHIRI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Es. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Es. 100, in order to raise a discussion about 
the improper conduct and activities of the Subdivisional Officer of Serajganj 
such as gross abuse of his executive powers, mishandling of the civil supply 
problems and creating unnecessary obstacles in the matter of exercise of 
legitimate religious rights. 

Sir, this officer has earned a great notoriety by his highhanded action 
and his callous disregard for civil liberties of even highly responsible 
persons in the subdivision. Sir, I shall place only two typical instances 
before the House in order to show how arbitrarily this officer exercises his 
executive authority, with the evident intention of cowing down the public 
morale and demonstrating that he is a law unto himself. 

Sir, he arrested Sj. Debnath Kar, a senior pleader of Serajganj and a 
man of considerable position and influence on a very flimsy ground and 
kept him locked up in the hazat for several hours with no other object 
than to humiliate him before the public. He is the owner of a number of 
houses in the town, some of which have been occupied by the military. 
One day while Mr. Kar was going to the Treasury situated within the 
Criminal Court compound for drawing the house rent, he was summoned 
by the Subdivisional Officer to his court, and as soon as he stepped into 
his court the Subdivisional Officer straightway ordered a constable to take 
him to the hazat to the utter bewilderment of the people present in the 
court. He was kept confined in the hazat from 11-30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
after considerable difficulty bail was secured for him. And what was his 
offence? It was alleged that a peon of Subdivisional Officer’s court went 
to the house of Debnath Babu for serving a letter of the Subdivisional 
Officer on him and he without accepting the letter abused the peon, twisted 
and threw away the letter. On this story he was prosecuted for an offence 
under section 353, I.P.C. The incident took place on the 16th July, 1942, 
but the peon submitted his report on 20th July, 1942, four days after the 
occurrence. And the Subdivisional Officer after a considerable time had 
elapsed, had him arrested in that dramatic manner and put him into the 
lock-up. He was criminally prosecuted and was fined Es. 100. On appeal 
before the District Judge of Pabna, he was honourably acquitted. Sir, the 
order of the Subdivisional Officer was grossly illegal and was indeed beyond 
the conception of any man in his senses. The second instance of a similar 
character was that of Mr. Kamaleswar Banerjee, a pleader and a land- 
holder of the subdivision. As a portion of his homestead was being washed 
away by the Brahmaputra he erected a bund to protect it. A frivolous 
complaint of obstructing the course of the waterway was made to the 
Subdivisional Officer by some interested persons. The Subdivisional Officer 
without holding any enquiry issued an injunction on him preventing the 
construction of the bund and an order to show cause why be should net 
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be pro8*e»i*u. Kamaleswar Babu appeared in the court at Serajganj with 
a view to show cause. But before he could have any say, he ordered him 
to be put into the hazat to the surprise of his lawyers. Sir, he was actually 
dragged into the hazat. But, Sir, this mighty Subdivisional Officer was 
roused from his slumber when it was pointed out to him by the lawyers 
that up till then there was no formal complaint against Kamaleswar Babu 
and his action has been illegal. The Subdivisional Officer then had him 
brought back from the hazat and sent him to the second officer with a formal 
complaint, who released him on bail. Sir, then followed a series of orders 
by the Subdivisional Officer on Kamaleswar Babu, all of which, however, 
were rescinded on a motion to the District Judge. Sir, can we conceive of 
u more monstrous conduct on the part of the head of a subdivision than this? 

Sir, the cumulative effect of such highhanded action has been to 
demoralise the public and to silence all opposition to his highly improper 
activities regarding civil supply problems. Sir, I shall now show how 
shamelessly this officer utilised in his own interest the situation created 
by the shortage of sugar and kerosene in the subdivision. 

Sir, a store called the “Galib Store” was started in the town to the 
east of the Elliot Bridge under the benami of his chauffeur and was run 
by him. This chauffeur is not a local man and came to the town along 
with the Subdivisional Officer and was staying with him. This store used 
to receive special patronage in respect of supply of kerosene, sugar, ghee, 
salt, etc. I may say that permits for 90 tins of kerosene per month was 
given to this store. It was the biggest permit. The Subdivisional Officer 
would frequently motor to the store in the evening and verify the stocks 
and check the account himself. A similar store called '‘Graduate Brothers 
Store” was started by the 2nd MunRiff and permits for 40 tins of kerosene 
oil were given to this store by the Subdivisional Officer. The pankhawalla 
of the Munsiff’s court guarded the store at night and frequently sold the 
kerosene oil by day. Sir, these scandalous transactions became the talk 
of the town and numerous complaints were made to the Government, of 
Bengal as well as to the District Magistrate hut no action was taken. For 
about 8 months this continued and ultimately the District Magistrate paid 
a surprise visit to the town, called a public meeting and held an enquiry, 
and both the stores were then suddenly closed down. In reply to a question 
put by mv friend Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen in the September 
session of the Assembly a list of permit-holders for kerosene was placed 
before the House from which the names of the above two stores were omitted 
conveniently. 

Sir, in the matter of control of prices <tf foodgrains, his policy was 
deliberately calculated to benefit the big merchants. He fixed the prices 
of paddy and rice from time to time without taking the existing stock at 
the disposal of the big merchants, with the result that the big merchants 
were enabled to mak$ fabulous profits while the petty dealers were subjected 
to great harassments. Sir, it is a curious fact that none of the big 
merchants who were prosecuted for profiteering were punished. Either th* 
cases against them were withdrawn or they were let off with a warning. 
But a very large number of petty merchants were heavily punished both 
with imprisonment and fine. 
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Sir, one day three and a half bags of sugar were caught at about 
0-30 p.m. while being carried in a closed palki gharry from the residence 
of a well-known physician, who was a permit-holder. It was suspected 
to be meant for black-marketing. The Subdivisional Supply Officer, 
Mr. Mozaffar Hossain Chowdhury, who earned t a reputation for clean and 
honest dealings, thereupon cancelled his permit and also the permits of 
others who were found to be black-marketing. The Supply Officer refused 
to restore those permits at the bidding of the Subdivisional Officer who 
himself subsequently restored them. Sir, he then got the Supply Officer 
transferred to Malda. Sir, after the Supply Officer left Serajganj, he 
complained against him to {he higher authorities that in issuing permits 
for commodities the Supply Officer had realised ^donations which had been 
misappropriated by him. A departmental enquiry was held by the District 
Magistrate and the Supply Officer proved that on the eve of his departure 
on transfer, the entire collection of Rs. 1,100 had been paid to the Hospital 
Fund and that the day to day collection was duly deposited in a local bank. 
Sir, such is the officer who is now ruling over the destiny of the people of 
this subdivision. There are numerous other instances where the Subdivi- 
sional Officer had been guilty of highly improper conduct and grossly 
illegal and highhanded action. Sir, he has proved himself to be wholly 
unfit for any responsible executive position and I urge, Sir, that he should 
be removed to other departments of the Government. 

Sir, I come now to the question of his interference with the religious 
rights of the Hindus. Sir, last year he refused all licenses for Saraswati 
Pvja processions of various educational institutions of the town and other 
public and private images on the ground of it being a military station. 
Sir, although the military authorities gave a written consent for it. all 
efforts to secure licence for immersion procession from this mighty Subdivi- 
sional Officer failed. This year too the same thing was done and licence 
was refused. The military authorities gave it in writing that they had 
no objection to such procession, but the Subdivisional Officer was adamant. 
Thereupon the local people approached the District Magistrate who, after 
consulting the Superintendent of Police, granted permission for the proces- 
sion. The Inspector of Police, Serajganj, was instructed by the Superin- 
tendent of Police to grant, the licence. The processionists fixed 5th Februarj' 
as the date for the procession. But the Subdivisional Officer still refused 
to give the permission. On the day fixed for the procession, the Inspector 
demanded that some respectable persons should give an undertaking to 
maintain discipline amongst the processionists, and even this was forthwith 
given. Sir, up to 4 p.m. the Inspector under the instruction of the 
Subdivisional Officer was still refusing to issue the licence in spite of the 
order of the Superintendent of Police. At this juncture the Senior Deputy 
Magistrate of Pabna, who was holding court at Serajganj as a Special 
Magistrate, intervened, saw the Subdivisional Officer^ and then hurriedly 
the licence waB issued at the eleventh hour, and the procession was taken 
out in an atmosphere of great uncertainty. Sir, a bare statement of these 
facts is enough. 

I think I have established a sufficient case for instituting an enquiry 
into the conduct of the Subdivisional Officer during the two yearn of liis 
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administration there. Sir, I demand that he be forthwith transferred from 
this eubdivision and an enquiry be made immediately. 

Sif HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1,40,13,000 under the head “25 — General Admin istration” be reduced 
by Us. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the 

failure of Government to introduce legislation extending the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust to Howrah. 

In March, 1943, I moved a similar cut motion. The then Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of Local Self-Government stated in reply — 

“The Bill was framed more than a year ago. (I ask the House to 
mark these words spokeu in March, 1943.) It had to pass through 
the scrutiny of Mr. Gurner, the Chairman of the Improvement 
Trust. He suggested various amendments in various respects 
which had to go to the Legislative Department more than once, 
and it is now almost ready to pass through the Cabinet in its final 
form and to be published by the middle of April next.” 

I ask the House again to mark these words : 

“In view of the Hon’blc Minister’s reply, I did not press my cut 
motion.” 

It would appear that it would have been better if I had pressed my cut 
motion as it is now March, 1944, and the Bill has not even been published. 

In September, 1 9443, the Hon ’hie Minister in charge, in reply to a 
question asked by me, stated that a draft Bill had been prepared and 
was now under the consideration of Government. He assured the House 
that the Bill would be introduced in the Legislature as soon as possible. 
The draft Bill was in fact framed over two years ago and we know that 
the amendments suggested by the Chairman of the Improvement Trust 
went through the Legislative Department at least over a year ago. The 
principles of the Bill were settled as far back as 1939. An agreement was 
reached on the method of finance, and the Howrah Municipality, with the 
object of meeting their contribution to the costs of the Trust, increased 
their consolidated rate by 21 per cent, with effect from 1st April, 1940 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take, Sir Henry Birkmyre, to 
finish your speech? 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Another the to ten minutes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I must adjourn the House now as it is 
prayer time. 

(The House was accordingly adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, I should like the Hon’ble Minister to 
be present in the House before I begin. 

Mr. SPEAKERS It is not necessary; the Parliamentary Secretary is 
there taking notes lor the Minister. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, the present Government can be under 
no misapprehension s as to the state ol public opinion in this matter. In 
their ranks they number not only the Chaimap of the Howrah Municipality 
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but five signatories of the memorial of 5th December, 1940, which invited 
the then Minister for Local Self-Government to introduce immediately 
legislation to extend the Improvement Trust to Howrah. I had looked 
forward to a more sympathetic 1 attitude and prompt action on the part of 
this Government to introduce the Bill. I am disappointed and I do not 
know what possible excuse Government can have for the extraordinary delay 
in dealing with this matter. In 1889 the then Sanitary Commissioner 
inspected the municipality and remarked: “Of all the large municipalities 
of Bengal which I have inspected, and I have inspected nearly all of them, 
Howrah is without exception the dirtiest and most backward and badly 
managed municipality I have ever seen." In 1893 another Sanitary 
Commissioner expressed his agreement with the above remarks of his 
predecessor and added: “generally speaking, the sanitary condition of 
the town of Howrah is most deplorable.” I do not suggest that 
today the municipality is as badly managed, but 1 do say the 
deplorable insanitary conditions still prevail in Howrah, conditions 
which I have to view daily with shame as I go to and from mv 
work. We do not suggest that it is possible to take up large improvement 
schemes in Howrah in the present circumstances, but we do suggest that 
it is possible and necessary to set up the machinery of the Improvement 
Trust and prepare schemes of improvement which can be executed, when 
conditions permit. We suggest that this should have been done long ago 
and the delay is endangering the good work which was done in bringing 
about an agreement between the Howrah Municipality, the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust and the Government. This party are not prepared to 
permit tiny further delay in this matter. We must have a definite assur- 
ance from the Hon’ble Minister that the Bill will he published before the 
end of this session and 1 must have a definite date and I will not be content 
with a mere general assurance. We do not in any event regard the excuse 
of pressure of other legislative business as adequate reasons for delay since 
it appears to us that the Government are proceeding with many minor 
legislative measures of much less importance. If I do not get the most 
definite assurance from the Hon’ble Minister on this question, then I shall 
feel it my duty to press this cut motion. I have no desire to bring about 
a defeat of Government and this is not a motion of no-confidence. After 
all, this Government is no more blameworthy than any of its predecessors 
but it appears to me that in order to get something done I have no other 
way but to press this point by way of a cut motion. 

BabU RADHAHATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
about the fact that the Government are not looking after and maintaining 
the appointment ratio so far as the Scheduled Caste people are concerned. 

Sir, this appointment ratio in the services of the Gvernoment which I 
have brought iu a cut motion before this House is important mainly on two 
grounds: firstly, Sir, it is rather the duty of the Government to see that 
their services are equally and equitably and at the same time proportionately 
distributed among the various communities which constitute Bengal. But, 
Sir, unfortunately what we find is that the Government are utterly 
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indifferent so far as that apportionment of public services is concerned in 
the way of giving these services to the Scheduled Caste people in the 
proportion which they are entitled to. In the matter of distribution of 
these seats what we find is that the Government are not at all trying their 
level best to maintain the communal ratio, from which it is quite evident 
that the Government are rather quite willing to keep up the communal 
problem aflame in the country, on the ground that by not allotting, by 
not giving proportionate ratio to the other communities and especially the 
Scheduled Caste community, they will be able to keep aflame the communal 
problem in this country. The question, Sir, is, that, if the seats were 
apportioned in the ratio that has been fixed by the Government, there 
would have been no communal disturbance, no communal conflict iu this 
country. But, unfortunately, as we see, the Government practically 
speaking by not appointing people from various communities in the public 
services in the ratio that they have fixed, are trying their level best that 
the communal problem he not at all appeased. 

Sir, another thing is this. It is rather the intention of the present 
Government, because otherwise they would not he in position as they are 
now r , that unless and until this communal problem is kept aflame, unless 
and until this communal problem is kept alive as it is now to he found, 
their position would he lowered down and they would not be able to 
administer and maintain themselves in power as they are doing now. 

Sir, it has been quite evident as to how the present Government have 
come iu position today. It is only through the mere pleasure of the last 
Governor that the present Ministry has been functioning. Yesterday L 
came to know from one of the esteemed friends of mine who is a member 
of the Government Party — he told me in passing, of course — that so long 
as the Government which are functioning today have one single majority 
and so long as the Governor is not going against them, they will be quite 
safe and they will always go on functioning and administering the Govern- 
ment of this country. This is the version of one of my esteemed friends 
who is on the side of the Government today — 1 do not want to name him. 
If that be the position, I do not know whether Government will at ail 
consider that the Scheduled Caste people should be given posts of Govern- 
ment according to the proportion which has been mentioned by Government 
long ago. 1 think that Government should apportion the public services 
in the ratio that they have decided, that is to say, 15 per cent, of the 
Government services should go to the Scheduled Castes and they should 
follow this ratio strictly. But I should say that that ratio is not quite 
up to the mark as the public services ought to be equally distributed. The 
Scheduled Gaste people of this province form about one-fifth of the popula- 
tion and so on the basis of their population, one-fifth of the public services 
should go to them. In the Civil Supplies Department, in the Department 
of the A.R.P. and also in connection with the recently advertised posts of 
lawyer-magistrates, what I have found is that Government are not at &U 
going to appoint Scheduled Caste people according to their proportion. For 
this reason, Sir, I request through you that Government should see that, 
so far as the apportionment of public services is concerned, the interest of 
the Scheduled Caste people is not ignored. 
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Milllvf RAMIZUDDIH AHMED* Sir, I beg to more that the demand 
of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion “ be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a dis- 
cussion about Subdivision^ Officer (North), Sadar, Comilla, for his taking 
no steps in spite of being brought to his notice to stop corruption and 
dishonesty in the distribution of test gratuitous reliefs. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Bs. 1 ,40,13,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the Subdivisional 
Officer (North), Sadar, Comilla, for his encouraging dishonesty and corrup- 
tion by his recommending the names of proved and recorded dishonest 
persons in the reconstitution of the Goalmari and Paharpur and other Debt 
Settlement Boards within his jurisdiction in the district of Tippera. 

Sir, at present dishonesty and corruption have pervaded throughout 
most of the officers and the public alike. Many have already become rich 
and others are thinking of being so overnight and the opportunities are 
many. At such a time if a responsible officer like the Subdivisional Officer 
supports and encourages directly and indirectly dishonesty and corruption, 
you can easily imagine the fate of the poor public in that area. It is now’ 
in everybody’s mouth that it is the reign of corruption and dishonesty under 
the present Subdivisional Officer (North), Sadar, Comilla. 1 am just going 
to give some specific instances which will prove the mentality of the officer. 

Sir, within my constituency in Daudkandi police-station, Goalmari 
Debt Settlement Board was working most satisfactorily for the last three 
years under the chairmanship of an honest and educated school teacher. 
In the words of the local officers it was one of the best boards in the thana. 
In August last on the expiry of its three years’ term, the hoard was recom- 
mended w toto for reconstitution and the Divisional Commissioner also 
sent the Gazette notification to the Hon’ble Minister for publication. After 
that the present officer came in charge of the subdivision. Some dishonest 
persons managed to win over this officer by salami and other unfair means. 
The file after six months went back to this officer who gave pressure on 
the local officers to remove the sitting members of the board and to include 
amongst others a man who was removed from this board for dishonesty and 
corruption three years back. The local officers did not agree to include this 
man as he was in their opinion “proved dishonest”. But the Subdivisional 
Officer in spite of the record, in spite of the protest of the local officers and 
the local M.L.A. included that very proved dishonest person only to make 
good the salami he had received from that person, v 

Sir, another instance of this nature is the Paharpur Debt Settlement 
Board within the said officer’s jurisdiction. One year back the Chairman 
of the Paharpur Debt Settlement Board was detected red-handed to have 
misappropriated public money and the then Subdivisional Officer recom- 
mended for the reconstitution of that board by removing the Chairman and 
some other members of that board giving reasons for their removal. The 
Divisional Commissioner accepted the recommendation and sent the Gaxette 
notification to the Hon’ble Minister for publication. In the meantime, 
the present Subdivisional Officer was won over and the file went back after 
eix months and now 1 learn that that very misappropriating Chairman has 
again been nominated by the Subdivisional Offioer. 
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Now, Sir, I come to another set of examples. Id my constituency for 
lack of supervision and strict action, most of the test and gratuitous relief 
money was misspent or misappropriated. I personally saw the District 
Magistrate reporting some cases which were referred to the Subdmsional 
Officer, but he won’t take any action. 

Then I come to another set of examples. Kerosene oil is not at all 
available at places within my constituency though numerous kerosene tins 
are distributed through dishonest village agents many of whom got the 
agency through unfair means. These agents sell kerosene at He. 1 per 
seer through the black market. I personally brought these matters to^ the 
notice of the Subdivisional Officer but he won’t take any step to detect 
them. 

Sir, the north subdivision of Sadar Comilla, particularly my constituency 
of Daudkandi and Homna, is seriously affected by distress and famine. Not 
less than 50,000 people have already died during the last few months in 
my own constituency. To give proper relief to this area, honest workers 
and honest officers are urgently required. But so long as the present Sub- 
divisional Officer remains in charge, it is very difficult to create an honest 
atmosphere there. 

Sir, another honourable member of this Assembly Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed 
also has given a cut motion and he is also very much aggrieved about the 
dishonest mentality of this officer. 

Sir, with these wards. 1 commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 1,40,1 '1,000 for expenditure under the head 
“25 — General Administration” he reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion 
in order to raise a discussion about Government's failure to secure and 
facilitate immersion of images, particularly in Nimtita and other places 
of Jangipore subdivision of the Murshidabad district. 

Sir, 1 do not approach the question either from a religious or a communal 
point of view but pureh from the point of view of civic rights via-a-vu 
the attitude of the Government towards this matter. 

Sir, l propose barely to give facts here. Before 1940 the Mussalmans 
of these villages freely partook of the ceremonies of the Hindus as the latter 
did of the former and there was no trouble over procession with music. 
The first test obstruction happened in 1940 Durga Puja when the immersion 
procession was stopped in front of a mosque although that was not the 
prayer time. But the then District Magistrate who was a right-thinking 
Muhammadan Officer of the old type arrived at the spot and persuaded the 
parties to a reasonable compromise to pass procession with music outside 
the prayer time. 

In 1941 due to the reactionary attitude of the authorities licence was 
given on condition of no music before mosque at any hour. The large 
body of local Mussalmans resented and the Hindus felt ill-treated. Immer- 
sion was done in silence as a protest and music was dropped altogether. 
This, however, evoked no response from the authorities at that time. 

In 1942 immersion itself was abandoned as a token of further protest. 
All this time the aggrieved Hindus which included loyalists bf the Rai 
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Bahadur brand went on petitioning and flattering the authorities for a just 
and acceptable decision. 

During the early weeks and* months of the present Ministry when well- 
phrased and honeyed assurances and promises were being broadcast from 
the press and the platform the Hindus of the locality contacted with the 
Ministers for getting redress over the situation, and a pair of well-meaning 
Parliamentary Secretaries hurried to the spot apparently in their anxiety 
to solve a tangle and thereby score a point of communal concord which 
figured so prominently in their pledged manifesto. They heard all sections * 
and made enquiries and were satisfied that there was nothing wrong with 
the * aggrieved section and it was decided that without prejudice to the 
all-Bengal policy which, as they said, was going to be formulated in near 
future in the matter of music before mosque, the held up immersion must 
be effected with such procession and music as might instil confidence into 
the Hindu mind that Sir Nazimuddin is a safe guardian. They promised 
to send formal Government order immediately on return to Calcutta. This 
was in June and no order ever came. Representations and negotiations 
followed and at a conference at the Writers’ Buildings just before the last 
Durya Pujas which was presided over by the Home Minister and which 
was attended by some members of the Legislature and by several Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries three such Secretaries were asked and authorised to 
proceed to the spot and stay there during the Puja days and effect immer- 
sion by uny means. 

One of the Parliamentary Secretaries actually went and found that the 
ban on processions, etc., which was withdrawn by the present Ministry 
by a general notification was reimposed in the locality by the Subdivisional 
Officer and the previous restriction forbidding music before mosque at all 
hours waH inflicted afresh. Even police pickets were posted in houses where 
images were lying. New efforts were made for resolving the deadlock. 
Several proposals were made by the Parliamentary Secretary (1) by taking 
the procession with music along such alternate route as would exclude any 
mosque falling on the way, (2) by stopping music at all hours before jurnma 
mosqueB while playing it in front of other mosques outside prayer hours. 
The Hindus and the local Mussulmans agreed to each of these proposals, 
but certain high lights who came from distant plaeeB insisted upon the old 
route and stopping of music before all mosques at all hours, and the 
Subdivisional Officer in his wisdom did not accept any proposal as an 
agreed formula because all Mussulmans, even if they are not local, did not 
concur. On the Hijoya I hi saw i day a new frustration came at the top 
of one that was already there and the result was that 24 images for over 
two years were lying accumulated without immersion. 

I am not looking into the matter as a religious or us a communal 
question but purely us n question of privute and public rights. I do not 
propose apportionment of blames between the communities. So long as 
the unfriendly third party continues in power brother will fall out with 
brother. But it is necessary to know Government’s mind in the matter. 
Does not Government consider that the annual accumulation of images is 
a matter of public concern and that Government should see to immersion 
being effected forthwith ? What steps do Government intend taking for 
ensuring unhampered enjoyment of civil rights over Bang’s highway? Is 
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it the policy that one section should surrender ancient and peaceful right# 
simply because another section might object and threaten breach of peace P 
In this connection may I make a suggestion, as I did previously, that if 
the Ministers want that these tangles should be solved, it is necessary and 
desirable that instead of dealing with dead tiles in the archives of the 
Writers’ Buildings, at least some of them should proceed to the locality 
and see things for themselves in order to catch the pulses of the commu- 
nities and I have no doubt that a new adjustment between the communities 
can be accomplished without any trouble. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
misapplication of Defence of India Rules by District Officers and other 
subordinate Government officers and Police to extreme harassment to the 
public. 

Sir, the Defence ot India Rules have become handy weapons at the 
hands of petty officers ami the Police force, especially in the district of 
Chittagong which is a virtual war zone. Some of the Circle Officer of the 
district, when approached by me regarding some maladministration and 
misadministration of his department, requested me to disclose the names 
of persons who complained against him so that he may take action under 
the Defence of India Rules and put them into jail. For not taking 
licences for possessing paddy, the District authorities and Kubdivisional 
Officers also have prosecuted some of the 8nost respectable people of 
Chittagong, as for example, Babti Ajit Kumar Ray, nephew of the late 
Rai Bahadur K. C. Ray, m.l.a., Mr. I . K. Ghoshal, Government Pleader, 
Chittagong, Khan Sahib Maqbul Ali, zemindar , Alhadj Yar Ali Khan 
Chowdhury, a member of the District Board of Chittagong. Maulvi 
Kabiruddin Ahmad, brother of the Hon'hle Minister Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Jalnluddin Ahmad and last but not the least Khan Bahadur Haji Badi 
Ahmed Choudhury, a member of this House, and many others. They were 
prosecuted tor not taking licences for possessing some particular quantity 
of paddy. Thes are zemindars and own landed property ; the Civil Supplies 
Department issued various orders in this connexion and even the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary of the Civil Supplies Department could not tell us 
yesterday what were the latest firmans of that department. Every fine 
morning we rise up to find a new firman issued by that department, and 
people residing in the remotest corners of the district as for example the 
farthest extremity of the Cox’s Bazar subdivision where it takes 15 to 20 
days for news to reach", because there is no mail steamer service, practically 
there is no communication at all, — these poor people cannot know what are 
the whims and caprices of this particular department and how they are to 
conform to their requirements. Sir, these things are taken advantage of 
by the police and other Government officers especially in our subject 
country. I have seen during my sojourn to foreign countries like England, 
France and other free countries that the people are not so much harassed 
there. People are not so much harassed even in Egypt but in the Anglo- 
Egyptian Soudan the harassment is worst, because there is double subjuga- 
tion by the Egyptians and the Britishers. Bureaucracy and liberty can 
never go together. 
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So, Sir, in our subject country practically all officers are found to be 
corrupt. Wherever there is control, wherever there is restriction, there is 
corruption, there is nepotism and bribes are taken openly. It would be better 
for all concerned if the department would make up their minds and say in 
a clear voice with no equivocation what their real intention is. Then the 
public would know their exact position. Now the police and other petty 
officers, Subdivisional Officers and Circle Officers take advantage of the 
present circumstances. It is clear to all that when the police are out to 
bring a man they not only arrest him but beat him and take bribe from him. 
This is the condition all round; and the Defence of India Rules are 
playing havoc in the country. 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mttllvi ABDUR RAZZAK: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 under the head “25— General Administration'’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government to stop recital of the Holy Qwmm in gramophone records. 

oft art f ftro-ftror, 'j-toS, fatTOs: ni faro fcf 
■TRtr TOtto i aft arRrft, Tfo, tow, TOrrot 

■nror. aw vkm cro tor ^rft ; TO*3<fR cmw »rfap, fro 

RtWR 3 f"Tyi I aWSR^R cTOH 

nfap, faTO -rfira, wr tvrtft TO^TOR TO *tfiRi 

ff;»n mft ymm *rihr ^ i cmrt, -rft?, 

tfffe srbmftl’R TO faw* yi*RR tor ftevi afrro i firc-TO: 

' 4 R TO«fflft ORftl TO faoR I <?ft *R 7 IRl (^Rt € t «rfiPF, ftsitir 
*fti *irr * 's ^Rrtww i cro^t nfw, ft<?rR ifir* yrwwr 
srcTf^r fa«Rroft *rt& ; fro ^mtfr jjto»r *ttt*t*r 

tfew uto ^tt gtcTOtfCTO *f«rft*i cmn to> ( 

Hi TOT* CTO ®ffoTO1 ^rft ?fTOft ET«T I (7ft c<pfaH 

'S faTO ifiN (TTVC'S TO ^%! | ^ 

toto tow rtra 4$ gfTO too 4 «ttrs c^r 

?rft i cm Pftrf^T, aft ^Jr mm orrr 

iftwi tototi rtvffi^r, cm toitom <wr *rnf% tor sift i wfrr* 
^torr cm 3tcro 'mjfa Ht$i '*rfaTO **i 

nrcronr fwS <tfr fmti ^tfros 6 tc?R ; c*fRi <z && ^ 3 ctri tor 

fm&ti cro w tor ^rft i 'Tort tStot f^f ^ft I 

f%c«r vWR TOTsy ^snf^r too* w: tot^ 

<TO«r«n tor cTOt*l TOR tor jTOr to y fa rt c^ i aft vffiror 
'qtoi *rrtTf tof rtr® ^tfir tffero ¥frosf| i toi 3 rft, 

tor TOri trm Irtn TO ^finn torr «rfhr '8 cTOt«f "fftc^r rm 
Tfftrj mR rtaR i TOtfa 1R1 4 fftif ofr feTOi 

fi ifm c¥? ^fros *nfiraR i *ttfyPr* itf» f%| ^ w cm 
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; ?5fa 4*fci 6f^? tpn fwosf^, — 4*tc* smr^i Pftw- 

4tfifa f®ftt CT1® $CWM S*t5CT ff3tfc '•faM'sl'l *«fa sitHCTI cWt Ptfft%*R I fcfa 
5rt$® »*ffaim nt5tc*ri Jitffirt »P 5 H ifto gffh^ooifc Yfifattf*, fifai- 

*#1 •totfirs cm *c*r fas»t fire c?‘ffa *tf«w c*c$ 4? 

esi ’it'Si *fn 4?; cslfaqfa r-ffifa s$re 'sure ^Ffirai n^rrft ^totfrstcfa it*i 
=fa CSSKfacai 'fa Coltft W#t 5tsK$ I fal ^WSR*, <fa«3fa 

4 ^ fa'M^ca? l* ^fa«p*f’fa ‘fatwfl i opft «tfatn sieffi *§fira*i 

5'?04 ^Icfa >ltC*MHnn 80 CofCifa 'wffa ?T 'S ficfaffaj {«TtCP3 W1*T c.'alU CfaF^ 
i 'sflcin wh csrafa «m ^tfacs^ i ■^'fat'fa c’fcs 4 t?i sstfa 
sffat^. i5f51 | Tf^JTfa Subdivisional Officer, Mr. C. H. Gordon, 

i.c.s., jjttsrfa ^TS^iTsi =0 ''ttfac'f fal^Ti? <tt?ra ^itni 'stai "fifas fa fa"T5 

f^I I ?51? 5f5 1 I (Hear, hear) '*tt«i— 

Mr. SPEAKER : dfaft ntm. 'Sft'fatCf *Tfa >m Ofa! *tffa fal, fapT | 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demuud of 
Rs. 1 , 40 , 1 / 1,000 under the head “Xf>— (teneral Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 . 

My object in moviug this motion is to raise a discussion about the tour 
expenses of the Hon’ble Ministers and the Parliamentary Secretaries as well. 

5TO? ^R <7*0 Minister 3tc*R Parliamentary Secretary 4fc«fa 

v5t3f<T -m fw f*R <wo$ wc^ I *T*R few* tJTflfBR ^ ’RTtft ^tBT *** fa 
WR7 ^T^fa rtUf *W7t\5 0 *«tR m ^f\5T>R 'SRT ftfafa ir^RTfa, 

43* pT5T *T2R T^TPR *fPl7 TO <7T* frfaFI ^fa **1 77) I ^vfa 3tW* fo^rR'TOaf 

w ^msfatcss srt ^Trsrri^ ^ftns c^Ti cnf^c^F 

1 fv\3] -IfTt tSTt^f Twrrf m 

- 27 Wi ijtzi; #?n ’RTtlt m, §«j%* 

«RT ftfl *rtl ^TT ^441 Wf 

pT 5 T JFT W5TT tour | ^ to «fir CP*T 3 ^ cn^ftR 

ctn ^rtapy ^ :? fkw^ Tppyi 7 ? ^ to vprte *t* 

wire* toic^ 1 ?#t ^tfec^ 

torai ( 7 ^ ^ 7^7 r^i ^ 

( 7 PTI '3 I t 5 i 5 t^l ^C^Tf JUf &M) 

IPS Parliamentary Secretary TOfaTi'sW Industrial School TfitC 1 ® ^T, 

Agricultural Farm 4tH ! ^5^ ^mPT®] f% ? 

«R 7 Inspector, Supervisor, Textile Officer, Director 5^5 ^; - R pr expert 
^ f tc ^T — Parliamentary Secretary^ fV tzV*1 C50 3 expert vtft ^1 I *0 

(7T37U OTC5 ^tt^t ^ ^ ^1 ’flTMT ^ I 4& 

•prew ^ 4 ?ri < 3 Rt? *itff 1 <^nn oTr?^#r mm* ^tfirafr- 

VJB I (TrtttR ^'JVoTC* TtWtf TtWf? tft, 5 TR^, 4 tfwip%f»f« fjf- 

ajpr aift ?5N«?1 ^R (TRttR *R ^ I %1 ^R <7r*t CM 

11 
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c*t>r *R ®cicg, c^tr^ w 4ft c^tcs cn$ ws 
arw itc* ^r#r T*m?f vt'm<3 *tr®4i cues srffasr i csTfc$f% *fti ^rfwpr 

^3*ft ?! P'lcn ^5t4J $<ft <7 r rtC^r^ ^5C«T 4ft <ij^* $tc*?3 

*rft-?#fi ftc«rt»4 sr* <*fat*ft 4i i 4*ft cvre 4ftftj ^ ^ 

#n C^fC3R <7fttC4 <R<34fa SRI I fajfift sift* Wt** «rft ^RtU fflft*- 

%^R I feft Tf'tftffa r M <7ft!t*{ YtR Yft4 f44t& *n5fa "STtCtfl^T 51^5 ^Tt^tC«fl I 
4* toi **t* Scw»fT %r g*wjsft4 *ri ^rs f o rt ^ t cq 4*Rft fisfi# c4tc#4 
*C^*fR4 TTftfft* propaganda ?*1 | 4 * SRT gf%TtR qt» trOO\ frftl ▼ftm 4TS 

**1 I C4 TO) CSTt^f ^•Jt'olC^ pR Ttfctt^, (71 TO 4? C*rtT ^5^ 

^i $44 *tj fc f 4 RC$ (?r? ws wr< 4 fa w*tj vffisft 445 totcs 

^^ 5 : OOOs frft! I 4*ft <7T* ^arift TOft* fTOT C*C5R <5t4*f4 R41 pfa 44^1 *ttflT- 
fartOT candidate^* nomination papery 4 ^] n ^ypn u vfRrR 
W* nomination paper *C4 tfm c ? ft I *ft 4 ?ftC 44 ^ •** rfcj 
*ft$ C 44 ) C' 4 * T I 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Smart. 

Mr. J. N. 8MART: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, — 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, are you going to allow u member 
of the European Party to speak at this stage before all the out motions 
have been moved? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes, 1 have allowed him to speak generally 
*8 a special case because it will be his maiden speech. 

Dr. NALINAKH8A 8ANYAL: 1 think it will not be his maiden speech 
because he has spoken before, and 1 hope you will not make any discri- 
mination in favour of the European party. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: No. Yes, Mr. Smart. 

Mir. J. N. 8MART: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 am a new comer to 
this House but 1 am not a new comer to Bengal. And although 1 now find 
myself for the first time looking down on the general administration of the 
province from the top, 1 have for man\ years been viewing these affairs 
from a very important, it humbler, position. M\ experience of the 
administration has been very largely at the point where the legislation 
enacted in this House, becomes effective in the lives of the people, namely, 
in the small mofussil towns and villages. 

I propose to deal with the subject of General Administration under its 
two heads of Local Self-Government and direct administration and I wish 
my observations to be constructive and not merely critical. But, Sir, in so 
far as they are critical, 1 desire that my criticisms be received by this House 
against the background of two articles of faith from the political creed 
to which I subscribe and to which the European Political Parties of mv 
generation in India, have steadily adhered from the days of Edwin S. 
Montague to those of Sir Stafford Cripps. The first article I cannot put in 
batter language than that used by William Gladstone when he said: “It 
is liberty alone which fits men for liberty” and the second may be Bummed 
up in the dictum that, within limits “self-government is better than good 
government”. Sir, it is against the background of these beliefs that I wish 
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to be judged when I sav that for the past 2o years I have watched the slow, 
but nonetheless steady deterioration of the administrative efficiency of this 
province both in spheres of local self-government and direct administration. 

It is a mere commonplace to say that local self-government is not func- 
tioning as it should. Every one agrees that both in this city and in the 
mofussil districts, such administration leaves much to be desired. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self-Government in the last Ministry, 
frankly admitted its shortcomings during the Budget debate a year ago. 
If therefore we are all agreed, cannot we all do something to improve 
matters? This is surely a non-party, or rather an all-party issue and it 
should be tackled as such. The trouble is fundamentally psychological. It 
is a wrong attitude of mind that produces wrong action. There is no lack of 
ability among those serving on these local bodies. They are well supplied 
with able men who could be able administrators if they upproaehed their 
duties in the right spirit. Sir, I do not wish to appear patronising. 1 am 
not talking to children but to an assembly that contains many men much 
cleverer than myself. I know quite well that all countries have their 
troubles in this respect in the earlier stages of their civic growth and that 
my own country, in the course of its long political history has not been 
exempt. But we must face facts and one fact is that too many people join 
these bodies either for the purpose of furthering their own political aims and 
doing as much damage as possible to their political opponents or they join 
simply for their own personal aggrandisement and financial gain. In the 
old days of official chairmen aud nominated members, local administration 
was much superior, but I am neither suggesting a return to that regime nor 
am 1 regretting the change. For, although Ihe province is paying some- 
what dearly for its education in civic responsibility, I feel confident that in 
time self-government in these spheres will achieve good government in this 
country as it has done in other countries. But we must do all in our power 
to speed things up. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Local Self- 
Government in the previous Ministry informed the House last March that 
a decision had been taken by that Government to appoint a Local Self- 
Government Officer for the whole of Bengal to act as departmental head. 
It was suggested that this officer should be appointed with a small staff for 
the purpose — as the Hon’ble Minister described it — of keeping a systematic 
and well maintained watch and supervision of all local bodies. This officer 
would inspect, criticise and advise and see that such advice was implemented. 

That, Sir, was an excellent decision and we would be glad to know if 
any steps were taken at the time to bring this about or if the Hon’ble 
Minister now in charge is giving the matter his consideration. One of the 
chief failures of these local bodies is laxity in their collection departments 
and I would commend to the Hon’ble Minister in charge for his earnest 
consideration, a suggestion made to his department some time ago by n 
Divisional Commissioner, that the collection departments of all munici- 
palities should be placed in charge of Special Officers selected for the 
purpose. This would free Municipal Commissioners from a task they have 
obviously no relish for and perhaps put them in a stronger position for 
more vigorous efforts in other directions. Although new works may not be 
possible in war-time, efforts to raise the level of civic consciousness and the 
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sense of civic duty do not coat much money and even under present condi- 
tions cAn be vigorously pursued, not only by Government but by us all. As 
I have already indicated, half the battle would be won if such efforts were 
successful. 

Turning, Sir, to the sphere of direct administration by government 
officials, time will not allow me to deal with the subject in much detail but 
1 would like to stress two aspects of present-day working, namely, the 
dangers arising from political interference and the growing burden of over- 
work experienced by District officials. The official today ha8 lost the 
singleness of purpose which he enjoyed in the pre-Montagu-Chelmsford days 
of my youth. Then he served one master and administered a clear-cut 
policy in a robust and single-minded manner. It was not government by 
the people but it wcus government for the people and whatever its detractors 
may suy against that regime, it set up high standards ot efficiency, impar- 
tiality and integrity — standards which all well-wishers for this country hope 
and pray may be maintained, however much the form ot government may 
change. I shall never be anything but proud that so many of my own 
countrymen took part in it. Today the official finds himself serving a series 
of masters who often shown an em harassing multiplicity ol policies which 
pull him first one way and then the other. 1 am specially concerned now 
with officers from the rank of Subdivisional Officer downwards. The 
efficiency of their administrative work has not been improved by contact 
with the politicians who now surround them. In many cases they find 
members of this House too prone to seek favours for themselves and their 
friends and they often find them actively hostile to the policy ot the 
Government of the day. Naturally many ol these officers view these 
legislators with a somewliut fearful eye. They may be only members in 
Opposition today, but tomorrow (hey may have the ear of the Ministers or 
he Ministers in churge themselves. Life can be made very difficult tor these 
men, on the outer fringe of the administrative circle and far away from the 
friendly support of a crowded secretariat. They have to be very strong 
characters indeed not to succumb to some extent to this form of insidious 
pressure, to the detriment of good administration Pressure is also brought 
to bear upon these officers through the medium ot questions in this House. 
Now, Sir, “Questions in the House” form an important part ol democratic 
government and when used with wisdom and restraint, they form a very 
salutary part, hut when the right of asking questions is abused and officers 
thereby intimidated in the conduct of their duties, it ceases to be salutary. 
I have good reason to believe that the unrestrained use of this, otherwise 
excellent, weapon has the most unfortunate effect of engendering in the 
minds of these officers the feeling that every action they may take in the 
course of their duties, may become subject-matter tor a string of questions 
in this Assembly, by members who, under the guise of defending the 
liberties of their constituents, are merely using these officers as so many 
sticks with which to beat the government ot the day, upon the floor of this 
House. What is the results Well, wp all know that Government servants 
rarely get into trouble for not acting and the line of least resistance being 
extremely tempting, the chances are that officers will endeavour to carry 
out their duties with the minimum of action. And it is here that the matter 
of overwork plays its part in reducing the tempo of administration. The 
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Subdivision*! Officer is the pivot of district administration. He is supposed 
to keep himself in close touch with his Circle Officers and the people 
generally by making as frequent tours of his jurisdiction as the work of his 
court will permit. But with the advance of autonomous government, his 
time has become increasingly occupied in purely office work and unless he 
is an exceedingly euergetic person, he may easily slip into a routine which 
hardly differs at all from that of a secretariat official — passing files, filling 
up forms and providing answers to the stream ol questions to which 1 have 
just referred — questions referring to his own actions or those of his 
mbordinates. 

Sir, the many trials and tribulations which have beset this province since 
Japan entered the war against us have thrown a tremendous extra burden 
>f work on an already over-burdened staff of officers. Mr. Gladding in his 
recent speech on the general discussion of the Budget made a strong plea 
that the provinces should not be treated as independent organisms in matters 
>f finance but as so many members of the one body-politic India. I would 
Mead for similar consideration in the matter of personnel. Something in 
this direction has already been done, but we would like to be assured bv the 
FTon’ble Chief Minister, that everything that can be done, is being done. 

Khan Bahadur HAJI BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY : ftro landlord 

CYtlfcY SftfYY TO CY cut motion YtTTI cYfrl move 

I 

T beg to move that the demand of Us. 1,40,13,000 under the head 
“Jo —General Administration” be reduced b\ Rs. 100. This is in order to 
aise a discussion about the execution of notice of landlord fees. 

"‘TfatY srctetfRf JpHT srfavttYY Ytn r.Y notice issue 

fyi sy (Trfa britoy *ttitY 3$^ i c*ttfctfi*7TY fam cy$ c^rtflSf 

dvYtY yrtyi vst? \5t*2ftet vfctffcr cOsltYi fro i wfartY ytyyi #r 
rtferifhr cy&i ^yty fer yi t <?r$ tpYi y*-yvy starts i 

rfritCY CYtwWf Pbr wtft vat* #W% 

3 $Yfc5 I $31 VS trwfTCYY YfwtY, ^ftYtY l 0 ?f«rm 

fr rere i vsfatOT fa ymyiyi yi vfai n yy foil $-jy i 

Nawabjada K. Nasaeullah ; Y*rt$YYtU5 *ttft YI W SYTY1 fa ?) MWYlYl 

4Y«f YtfeTW 4YCYY YI » t 5l3TY$ YYfC3 v lt4tY*l I YtYY cHIIEY&I fSjYR^33 

rtfYYi 3 $ty wfottYY YRrai? Ytfo vftpfrs cm tv yjsy YforttYY yicy Ylfor yIyyiy 
Y tT4 YI I CY wfol lY YtYtS 3tJf$Y 4fYYl fott$ <7T$tY YYCI SlYX* 
tfY C*tY YYY CYSYfY C4tY YY41Y YTt* YI ; ^5YT; YforTtYY Wm YTO «rfotY 
5tY YtYRtY •dPtCYY CYYTY (.41 e YYY YI YTOYtY wfVkl ^YTY 3$Y1 YtY I 

forC* Y5 CYtCV? Y* fctYH Y& rtYtW I ! YT$tYYfYYtY CY CYYY ^YTTO 3Y?t3Y 

FftrY gfo mry *r¥ yi YrfoY cy yi vfopff rti? m i forcYYi 

ICY¥ CYFTT3T CYlffiY Wtf? YTY YI, Y'CYY YYI YYY1 YTYtY YSfYYI Y1 Yt4lY 

HYY qft*f | t ’ YY Yt^l Y1 Yttfl YftStY YtYtYtTY C*tY UJYF^l ^ftTF «T^Y*1$Y1 YlfYYI 

Am YRr ; a r fa n Y f iYrttit cwU <W Yt YtWY wfifci YtwYt? tt^tf ytyt 
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ftsrtFr fow to i 4$ cr ®fkro ^ sure wto *rsffan ; 4$ 
ftTOiTO CRT w *13 T cawfclft fcl*c:*rtc^ 

wfwtm ftrfc ofipt c*fW$in om rtvi 

4* TO cfc T=ft ftTOfiR TOR <X TOlR *fifTO^ C* local-self 

governing institution yfej nomination *[<41 c*TQ?l (7f RTOf , *dft 

^■TStfifft TO TfTOjfS I f%ft r?T5 TO TOR C? nomination ?f«4t&] fTOT 

orotft ?rts5?R fro *rtft to *fa, smrs CTO* 4*1>i to Tf% 1 
(A voice : ?] yi, c^ttror TOfe *^1! laughter) TOtTOl S9R, «ltfif ’TOTO’W 

tot* croar w ^^-—cTOc* 4 TOT 6 * 133 * <rf« 4 TO TOftT 
TO? TOT tft? TO TOf tfftrtCSl fTO scrutiny^ #r TO TOf <®R5 

YtTO ’TTO CTO^ TO, ?fl? nomination *p4l *0 TOl $Jc>l C? 

CTOTO *tC* TO? TOTO TOT CTO tTfe&TO TO37t? TOtTOl *frfTOT ^ I ^fepRR 

wftiS? cg-Prt©^ fW tetRT c?TO 4W1 TO?i c^p*TY c?tth to 1 ?fc? CTO? 7 fro 

C^TfC^ TO — ?f? elections sq ^ttTO ^fTO CTO? CTOTO $tO$ *tt$TO 

6 <ro fa ? ^s?t; TOt? ?* ftrofro totr tostof to?to *f? foft c*r 4 
fro flFSI ^f??l C«rfinn $t? ?|TOh 6 il$?i CTO TOTt'S nomination *[«ftfri 
TOf 1 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the out motions that have been moved. Very important questions 
have been raised in those cut motions, but. Sir, it has been the fashion of 
the supporters of Government to say that we the Opposition members always 
seek only to humiliate and only to expose the Government. They do not 
believe in our sincerity. We place facts, stern facts but they sav without 
an enquiry into the matter that these facts have no foundation. Sir, T do 
not demand of them to accept whatever we say, but w r e pray that they 
should give fair consideration to what we say. Sir, you know that times 
without number we raised the question that important privileges of the 
members in the matter of getting replies to questions asked are always 
neglected by the Government. I will give you the numbers of the questions. 
These facts cannot be denied. TTnstarred question No. 435 and starred 
questions Nos. 430, 443, and 439 which were admitted and sent, to the 
administrative department* concerned on 24th June, 1943. 24th June. 1943, 
25th June, 1943, and 28th June, 1943, respectively, have not been replied to 
yet. They relate to very important matters, namely, regarding information 
about assault in jail, allowances _to security prisoners and other jail griev- 
ances. These are questions, Sir, which were put in the session before last, 
r n the last session starred questions Nos. 531, 532, 534 and 535 were sent to 
the administrative departments concerned on 7th September, 1943 . 7th 
September, 1943, 8th September, 1943 and 10th September. 1943; they have 
not been replied to yet. In this very session, I sent notice of two short- 
notice questions, namely, starred questions Nos. 275 and 276; they were sent 
to the departments concerned on 10th February, 1944. and I was given 
intimation communicating the refusal of consent on the 29t!r February, 
1944, and the 2nd March, 1944, not to speak of other questions which were 
asked this session. This is how the Government are trying to shelve matters 
only to save them from being exposed. 
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Then, Sir, I come to the question of election and nomination in the 
union boards. Irregularity, illegality and an improper way of conducting 
things have been a regular habit of Circle Officers, and Subdivisional Officers 
concerned. Now, Sir, in a large number of union boards in Dinajpur the 
existing presidents became unpopular. During the lust general election 
they were all defeated and invariably the Circle Officers recommended — I 
do not know the reason why — their nomination and those nominations were 
accepted by the Government. There were cases where the elected members 
died just after the general election. These facts were promptly brought to 
the notice of the authorities. But even when the election of the presidents 
took place after two long years of the general elections, the bye-elections in 
those vacancies caused by the death of members were not arranged only to 
help these presidents who were defeated in the general election and who 
became unpopular. For the purpose of supporting these defeated presidents 
nominations were given to persons who promised support to these candidates. 
Now, Sir, in giving nominations the whole area, the whole constituency 
was not taken into consideration. Nomination was given from the same 
particular area though there were members w’ho were elected from that area. 
In giving nominations Scheduled Castes’ claims were ignored. 

Regarding relief work conducted by a Subdivisional Officer of my district 
we all came to know vesterda\ when a reply to my question was given 
by the Government that a Subdivision^! Officer of a particular subdivision 
realised Ks. 22,000 from certain persons, lu Dinajpur which was declared 
to be a surplus district, thousands of people had been living on ktrchhu roots 
and starving and there were reports coming that in a village consisting of 
12 families 19 persons died of starvation. The Subdivisional Officer though 
he realised that large amount, sat tight over it, and did not try to do what 
was necessary for giving relief to those starving people. Only Rs. 4.000 was 
spent so far and this information was given and the money was kept in a 
sealed box in the treasury only when there was some agitation and a question 
asked about it This is how r things go on in a mufassil district. 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit resumed his 
sea t . ) 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : Sir, Ttf* fir: C* cut motion move T ITO ** 

support, 7*fs | *3TC\5 5t$ C* Ministry ^Tt? «RT TOW 

7*ftl | gift* *t*l Minister %5R star* far *T¥ fcttn W* 

i $ i?t7i <ft? 8 ** i ^ 8 ~ «r* 

fcmi to stro i Mtfir firefn ttcs 5 # 

fir* *£hn to: <<ft* gr*;* Sro fiw, wstefir 

efftt* tot* gnr ' 9*1 

c*ftW to 3*1 ouafc t l l w fero cro 1 

>8 *1 TtUTO TOTO INI? «RT ; 

entti wt* m ute f Ttf* 5 # *1 to 

fip 7m TtO* ? TtlT* *l*T <iHfTO CTOU OTf-gft* (TOT *&* *1*1 

cron 4 7t* ft Tftf r gtngtro ft6 faiqn* 
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<*c»6t4t *t* 'Stftol *7* gt07 ** 057 ” i gioT? tfe PHH cTfc&r 
®<7 to* f* wtft, Tfa 3*c* C3*t* ^ *ti t* 3f5c«i 57031 *jf*t 

** 1 ctSvti 31ti i4*ot? *15 cio* #t*n 1507 *077 7*17 07*13 *07 
(Mr. Chaki; Chandra Roy: *C7770**1?3f*f^fir03577ir) 4$3 *ftH 
^Ifl* 717 7511077 *15 OlO* 377* 07 57' OH 6 t*l *firp? 4 $ * 0 ** Ttsjflf *7 
^ 50705 (Mr. Charu Chandra Roy. ar7T3 TCft!) * 47 ^ vtf 

75 allegation 4$ 0,7 4*71 7l$07 1* Isi'oi^ CIO* (Dr. Naukaksh/ 
Sanyal: heavily. ) 7*71? 7* 77057 07 71$073 ’ll* heavily, qfl^p 

^177 4? — *t7* Hf77l07'6»?r 07031'61'fff 4H073 7l$07 1*, *1717 oo-operativi 
Cft’F'S C730H &T7F1 71$07 1*, 4$7i7.1 7$ *17117 eft* f* *’07 fef* 7t$07i 
5*1 realise *077 7 (Khan Bahadur Abdul Wahab Khan : 1*^7 77 allowanct 
**) allowance 1* 7*7 Tit 1*, f*i 6f*l6l$ C3, 1* I 

^T7 4*61 *li *r7far **03 51$ — Hf%7loi t 6lfr ci(.a»6 l 4 l fsTw 537* *7 

eft* *1* ifr* 0** 0** department47 f* f* fcvffc <j>f71 t^TCPS 07 77* 
47ri?l fa1%1% Chief Minister (.7077 * 71 ? '3*71 01017 f* f* 7** 737O57 
C7$ 7*76* ifTTH *3. *17 3*71 C7 tour4 7* 07 717* 07 7T7 77 07$ 
*l7lB7^ 71 ifi** *3? (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: ^ 

75*1*,) 7*71*7 7*T* 75*7 77057— “*f7t7 47* eft* 013103 %7- 

%3 R W It PI servant %7%*7 I 7**T 4*W7 TtJ TOT 

V *7 servant f707 C7 (71711* fl07f5077 'll 6l*l6l i*f7i do* *107 7 4? C7 

77P5l 0703 50705 4? I756l *t7C7 0*11! c®lr* 7 777107 777*^ 1 5*7 frTftW 77* 

Ut7CS;> sales tax 9C«C5 3l7 *117 *1071 *3 6l* 77101 I '3*71 707 *7057 '7t7tW7 
051 53 *7 1l|^inloH 6 6l4l C704*6l4t *105$. *171*7 *l4)idw*i *Jofl| 501^0 
*tc^. fc«1077 flO* 7*771 *lf5. 7*17 *10717 Gl5f% *07 7*771 Ministry 7*17 71705 
*1177$ — 3tW07 *17 7*T? *547 *1771 73$ 775 711307 TtOTl. *1* f*| 77717 

TlTT 507 71 I C73107 Tlf* 07*1 7t7,^3ivil Supply Department CTO* C 7 3 I C7 7*071 
CTtfcl 5717 7T7T1 3*71 *7057, 3t03 3f77T05 070*17 *1071 f* *7*1 507 C* *107 I 
3*077 4* 4* *077 bank balanoe *15 ^ f*0705, *10* 71 f?7 31 075* 
4«* * 31 07050^1 Minister clO* *17U *07 *lf%7l07'5*fl (. 7 Ca»5 l ?)C77 
770* 7f7 7110* 777 7371 717 31507 77 7*7 C7H 7t07 07 3*077 g03TO *7? Bank 
balanoe 070$ f%070f I i 6l*l 3*171 C*M17 c»t077 ? *17 4*5i cTt** 777 

*1*0* 7rt*3fc7 f703 717(5 71—0** 4*fcl 0*Wftf* C 7* 71 3 7* fel*l 7 f *7 
*tk* *105, 07^1 *lk* *105 7**7 ^*^1 \j077 *7T I 7f7 4*frl f*| “70*17*” 
*71 57 3t507$ 07^1 717 *71 507 1 Tfk *1*77077 TOTlt enquiry *71 *7 
31507$ 4$ f77$l C7f707 71507 I 31$ *tft 77f5 TtlTl 07077 fel*l %f%f*f% C7f707 
C7 53 *7 7tt5l71C7 e $lft 0706141 f** 47t07 3*71 707 71*03 5* C76l *1771 
C*1B 757 *7071 71, — **71 3*077 077 *07 07071 I 

Mtlllvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I rise to support the motion moved 
by my honourable friend, Mr. Oiasuddin Ahmed, regarding the abolition of 
nomination in local bodiat. 
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The system of nomination is a pernicious one. It not only negatives 
the very effect of election but also frustrates the very object of such self- 
governing local bodies. It is nothing but an authority to the officials to 
officialise such local bodies and turn a local body to be a camouflage of the 
same. Nobody, however, qualified, upright, honest or public spirited 
he might l»e, can get into a local bod\ through nomination unless he 
is in the good books of the local officers of his place. From my own 
experience I can narrate one particulai instance which will go to show how 
nominations aie made by local officers. Once in the capacity of Chairman 
of the J ensure District Hoard I objected to the nomination of one particular 
person suggested by the Subdivisional Officer on the ground that the man 
was known to be unscrupulous, dishonest and of questionable character 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Waliur ltahman, you appear to talk 
very fluenth in English although you spoke in Bengali yesterday. Hence- 
forth I hope you will continue to speak in English. 


Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir. 1 can manage to speak in English 
but I can express myself much better in my own language. As you desire, 
however, 1 shall continue to speak in English. 

Sir, I was saying that the system of nomination is a pernicious one 
because by this system the majority party can sometimes be converted into 
a minority one, and a person who has absolutely got no chance of getting 
himself elected can manage to find a place in a local body only by supporting 
all the actions of officials, right or wrong. 

Now, Sii, 1 shall refer to the particular incident which 1 was just going 
to place before you. 1 enquired of the Subdivisional Officer as to why he 
was nominating him He suid that lie had to support his nomination on the 
ground that he was a consistent supporter of Government officers not exclud- 
ing the police officers, and that he adduced evidence in a criminal case which 
was nothing but full of deliberate falsehood so that the police could got 
the conviction of a number of communists who were involved in that case. 
He was a person who followed the officers always like a shadow behind them 
and who could always satisfy the whims and caprices of them. Sir, this 
is an instance which will fully justify my statement that unless and until 
anybody can satisfy the whims and caprices of the officers he has no chance 
to get himself appointed as a member in any local body. Under the 
circumstances, Sir, I think this pernicious system should be abolished 
altogether and I wholeheartedly support the motion of my honourable 
friend, Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed. 


Dr. QOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK : vfgfro: ^rfJRn 

firsts Srtre I Civil Supplies Department **; Relief Department. 

Civil Supplies Departmental cr*i vf* 5 ft *1 * ftPJ* VS *1 I *fc«n relief 

relief vftTRf *11 *TOT district* OS VS officer ^ifT ft^r«f 

C*T* ffajl *t? C*% *ftW7 *ft7 *1 I *$ relief officer 
TT*T* *[flw WJ TfTCff* 1 STC VP5 WtV- 

wm ftn *t firs vs i «jfH c*#', ftftr* fcsnft 
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fcttn vf?i c*i7 sr? ti i <sfsw *rt7< cni *!? ftywra i *fc*r$ 

General Administration^? ?f? $7jf$ ?F?C3 SF? 31ST7 3t°T C7P? ?t71 C6&1 ^RR I 
C7 TV*? Parliamentary Secretary C7OT 5T7t$ 31 <PRH partytf? support ^??f ? 
WTf — ><m public life4 C*R *r%f TtT^ fr 71 TPT? 1 

Midnapore District Boards >8 ?^? ?C7 4?rsF7 Chairman *rfc$7 I 58 TftTT 
*T«fT election nr 7t$, TfV'S local boards? 4^717 election rt7 I 7 C7* 
Vfipslftf local board Sfcl <7371 TOIO? I 4$ 58 7$7 VC? 477C77 Vtarft T9 
ft 71 7f3 WIRT fiPR TO I Th'Tt? fp&n 7171 7TO Vf?3 I tafrfrft?? 
r HMtTk<p fwsItTl 777 C777 ^ ft IjH — 77 1 °1 $ 77C7 4$ 737 CV 6 ^ 73 "fl3 71? 
33$ 317, 477 7$<C7*fc 71 77? <5C7 71 TtTI 3t7 477 73<C7«fc 7f3 “ft 3 
*C7 TP? $5t$ 7l7lC77 T77J I 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-45 p.m. till 8-30 p.m. on Friday, the 
17th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Friday, the 
17th March, 1944, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naitsheh Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 205 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

District Magistrate and Additional District Magistrate of BtkarganJ. 

•172. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the District 
Magistrate and the Additional District Magistrate of Ihe district of Bakar- 
ganj belong to the same community? 

(h) If the answer to is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of posting some officer belonging to some other 
community in place of any one of the said officers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) and (h) Yes. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will Die Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us to what community these two Magistrates belong? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They are both Muslims. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to reply (6), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to tell us when they are going to find a 
Magistrate of a different community here? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is being transferred not, because 
a Magistrate of another community will be posted, but he is being promoted 
to another district very soon. # 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether two men of the Hindu community are not posted 
in the same district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the affirmative. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state how long the Additional District Magistrate has been 
working in the district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon T ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is any definite period laid down for a District Magis- 
trate or an Additional District Magistrate to remain in a particular district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tee, Sir. 
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SJ. NARENORA NATH OA8 GUPTAS Is it not a fact that the Addi- 
tional District Magistrate has been working in the district for more than 
three years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: l want notice, but he is due to be 
transferred very soon. 

Arrest and release el Babu Cour Chandra 8aha. 

•173. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that— 

(i) Babu Gour Chandra Saha, an ex-political prisoner of Dacca, was 
arrested in his father-in-law’s place at Kamalaghat on the 22nd 
January, 1944, by the 4th officer of Munshiganj thana; 

(w) on arrival at the Munshiganj thana he was abused and assaulted 
by the officers and constables of the thana ; 

( tii ) he was detained the whole night in the thana lock-up ; and 

(tv) he was released the next morning? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what were the reasons 
of his arrest? 

(c) If the answers to (a) ( ii ) to (tv) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken or are pro- 
posed to be taken in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (u)(i) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(tit) Yes; as no one stood surety for him. 

(iv) Yes; when a muktear stood surety for him. 

(b) He was arrested on information that he had been concealing his 
presence at Kamalaghat with the intention of committing crime. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer {!>), is the 
Government aware that the father-in-l^w of Babu Gour Chandra Saha at 
whose place he was arrested is a big businessman of Kamalaghat? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN" Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Babu, Gour Chandra Saha carries an extensive import and order supplying 
business at Dacca and at Kamalaghat and that on the day of the occurrence 
he was at his father-in-law’s place in connection with his own business? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I submit. Sir, that the question does 
arise, because Government has said that he had been concealing his presence 
at Kamalaghat with the intention of committing crime. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Yes, I am sorry. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Gour Chandra Saha was involved 
in a case in 1937. He wae arreeted Ruder eectioc 398, I.P.C., robbery, and 
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sentenced in this connection to rigorous imprisonment for 5 years ami was 
fined Rs. 1,000. He had been under detention from 1937 to 1943 and* 
therefore, the statement of the honourable member that he has been carrying 
on business is not correct. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, my question is this : is the Govern- 
ment aware that he is at present carrying on a big business there? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : My information is otherwise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that during 
the time Babu (iour Chandra Saha was at his father-in-law’s place he was 
freely and openly moving about in connection with business u 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state of what sort of crime Government had suspected this 
gentleman ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was once convicted for robbery 
ami sentenced to five years’ rigorous imprisonment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon lde Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the police investigation in this case has been 
completed ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any other person was arrested in connection with the alleged 
contemplated crime ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to give ns definitely the nature of the crime he was contemplating 
to commit ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was arrested under section 54, 
Cr. P. C. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer is the 

Government aware that the said Babu Gour Chandra Saha even today bears 
the mark of personal injury inflicted by the Police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Was Babu Gour Chandra Saha personally 
examined to elicit the real information about the allegation made in this 
question ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: \\*!1 the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the Government is considering the desirability of instituting a 
proper enquiry into the incident allowing Babu Gour Chandra Saha to place 
his case before the authority that is constituted for the purpose? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Investigation of what? There has 
been no complaint. 
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Allaged prosecution of oertain Muslims in Tamluk subdivision. 

•174. Khan Bahadur ALFAZUDDIN AHMED:, (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact that the 
Muslims who went to protect the Sutahata than a in the Tamluk subdivision 
of the Midnapore district during last September against Congress mob, were 
prosecuted by the Police on a charge of attacking the thana? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action has 
been taken in the matter? 

(c) If no action has been taken as yet, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

Khan BMUhir MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Supply of paddy seeds in Bengal. 

•175. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state the quantity of 
paddy seeds supplied to different districts of the Province? 

(b) Is it a fact that — 

(/) these seeds did not germinate in many of these districts; and 

(ti) the Gosaba seeds supplied to Kagore police-station in the iM-Parganas 
did not grow at all and that a large tract of land in that area 
lemains uncultivated? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whut steps, it any, 
Government arc taking or propose to take to supply good seeds this year? 

(d) Is it a fact that many of the growers and cultivators could not get 
supply of paddy seeds from the Government? 

(e) If so, will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state the reason 
thereof P 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): {«) A statement, 
showing the quantity of seeds supplied in the different districts, is laid on 
the Library Table. 

(6) (*) Germination of some of the seeds distributed was not satisfactory. 
Purchase and distribution had to be made at short notice and on a gigantic 
scale last year. The staff was also inadequate and not used to work of such 
magnitude. The seeds supplied in some places were, therefore, not of good 
quality. 

(it) No Gosaba seed was distributed by the Agriculture Department in 
police-station Sagore. Some Gosaba sgeds were distributed by the Collector 
of 24-Parganas, and the germination of some of these seeds was slightly 
affected as a result of transport difficulties. 

( c ) Arrangements are now being made for purchase and storing of good 
seeds for distribution in 1944-46. Government have sanctioned the purchase 
of 30,000 maunds of mts and 142,000 maunds of aman paddy seeds for the 
purpose. 
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( d ) Government could not possibly supply seeds to all the -4g$rowers. 
Only those who were in extreme need were supplied. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I 8 RAIL: With reference to answer (ft), will 
the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether the seeds supplied were 
iit all tested in the Agriculture Department before they were supplied P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Yea, they were tested. 

Mr* 8 HAHEDALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who 
were the agencies who purchased these seeds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

The J)istrict Agricultural Officers purchased the seeds. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'bie Minister be 
pleased to state wherefrom these seeds were purchased? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

They were purchased generally in the district itself. 

Khan Bahadur 8 HAH ABDUR RAUF: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state what kinds of aman paddy are 
l>eing procured ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

This year we are only procuring departmental a matt seeds. 

Khan Bahadur 8 HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’bie Minister he 
pleased to state the names of different kinds of seeds? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I w r ant notice. 

Babu MADHU 8 ADAN 8 ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government compensated those persons whose 
seeds did not grow satisfactorily? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state when the aman paddy seeds for 11143-44 were distributed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

From the month of June. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in Eastern Bengal districts where deep water aman 
paddy is grown, deep water aman paddy seeds were distributed? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO 8 AIN 1 

Very little. 

Mr. OHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’bie Minister aware 
that deep water aman paddy seeds are sown in the months of Falgoon and 
ChaUraf 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes. 
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Maul vi ABU H088AIN BARKERS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state at what rate the aman seeds are being purchased in the 
mnffussil this year? 

The Ho ti'We Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The price fixed was Rs. 13 — Rs. 14 for am, hut now it has been increased 
to Rs. 30. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN BARKER: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that, in the inofassil, specially in the 
district of Rangpur, the market rate of paddy seeds practically varies from 
Rs. 0 to Rs. 7 per maund? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I do not think so. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: is the Hon'ble Minister in a posi- 
tion to set np an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 will enquire if the honourable member want* it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of distributing deep water paddy seeds 
in large quantities? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Only if there is demand for it. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the proportion of seeds whose 
germination was affected? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

1 am not in a position to say. Those paddy seeds were distributed by the 
Collector and the Department had nothing to do with them. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has obtained an\ information from the Collector 
as to the proportion of seeds affected? 

The Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Report was received from the Collector that it was affected. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is aware of the fact that at the present moment seeds are l>eing 
purchased from the market whether they are fit for germinating purposes 
or not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

A germination test is always made before seeds are purchased. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer 
(r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the arrangements 
for the storing of good seeds and whether they are stored in each sub- 
divisional or district headquarters? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The scheme for building seeds store houses has just been sanctioned and we 
mre trying to secure these store houses or godowns in every subdivision. 
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8). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is there any controlled rate for 
f the purchase of seeds ? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, there is, but it does not arise out of the question. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware of the fact that some system is in vogue in many parts 
of the country where a particular kind of seed is necessary? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The Department has decided that the Government policy should be only to 
procure departmental seeds and distribute them. In certain districts, 
certain quantity is allotted to particular subdivisions. Beyond that, 
ordinary seeds Government does not undertake to purchase and distribute 
unless there is any real scarcity on account of any agricultural disaster. 

Maulvi AHMED A U MRIDHA: Will tin* Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if we are to understand that the Government do not undertake any 
responsibility at all for the supply of seeds of broadcasting varieties? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

If there are departmental seeds of broadcasting varieties, they are distribut- 
ing them also. ^ 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is his information whether there are seeds of broadcasting 
varieties available in Bengal or not ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am not in a position to say without making an enquiry. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With refeience to answer (r), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say whether any private organisation or 
party has been engaged for the purchase ot seeds to be distributed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Tenders are called for and purchases made from contractors. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Wi th reference to answer (</), will the 
Government be pleased to state what is the test of the need? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The report of the local officers is the test of the need. 

8|. MANINDRA BHU8AN SINHA: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to give us an idea of the arrangements? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

As I have said, there will be a seed store in every subdivision and there the 
purchased seeds will be stored for distribution in time. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the procedure adopted for the distribution of seeds last year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Last year the whole thing had to be done hurriedly and there was practically 
no procedure. District Agricultural Officers were entrusted with the task 
of procuring seeds and making over to demonstrators for distribution. 
Through these demonstrators distribution was made to parts of the province 
which were absolutely in need of them. 

12 



176 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 17th March, 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in view of the la^t famine and in view of the fact that 
almost all the aus paddy has been consumed by the grower the 30,000 
maunds is wholly inadequate for the purpose? 

The Hon’bfe Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

That was the departmental policy. We could not get more than 30,000 
maunds of departmental seeds. Ordinary seeds would be purchased from 
traders by agriculturists and no Government have arranged that agricultural 
loans will be given liberally for the purchase of ordinary seeds. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, 
in view of the late arrival of seeds last year, what steps Government intend 
to take to see that proper distribution is made in 1044-45? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Last, year sanction was not obtained till after we took charge of the Ministry, 
i.e., it was obtained in the month of May whereas this year we have already 
given sanction in the month of December. Sanction has been given and 
purchases are already being made and therefore the distribution will be in 
time. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will tl^Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state the approximate date when the distribution will be made this year. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Just before the sowing time. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether the departmental seeds are from the departmental farms 
or from elsewhere P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

It is from farms as also from registered cultivators who have grown depart- 
mental seeds on their own land. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: In view of the fact that the season 
time is at hand, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government is ready to distribute seeds at present? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, it is ready. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the answer just now given 
by the Hon’ble Minister that no compensation was given to those whose 
seeds did not germinate, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government considers it desirable to make an enquiry and compen- 
sate those people whose seeds did not germinate P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 
I do not think there was any case in which the seeds did not germinate at 
all, but the percentage of germination might have been less than what it 
should have been. Government does not intend to make any enquiry suo 
motu but if any case is brought to the notioe of the Government, it will 
See what can be done. 

8J. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: May I enquire of the Hon’ble 
Minister if any step has been taken against any District Agricultural Officer 
responsible for procuring bad seeds? 
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The Hwi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

Several of the Demonstrators were dismissed, one or two were suspended 
and some District Agricultural Officers were reprimanded, so far as I know. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis the seeds would be distributed? Will it be on the 
last year’s sou basis or on a changed basis? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

These departmental seeds will be distributed on alternate methods: the 
agriculturists will be asked either to purchase, if they can, on payment of 
cash price, but. if they are not prepared to pas the price in cash they would 
be given loan on dent basis, that is, if they take 1 maund this year, they 
will have to return 1} muunds next >ear, or, in the alternative, the actual 
price of the seed at which Government purchased it. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: In view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the sou basis has been 
raised to dera basis this year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Because the difference was so great that ihe loss to Government would other- 
wise be extremely heavy. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Compensation paid to victims of enemy bombing. 

79. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Jlon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) what is the total number of compensation claims caused by the 
casualties from bombing of 5th December, 1943, 

(ii) what has been the total amount granted on this score; 

(Hi) how much time is needed from the date of the incident to the date 
of payment to the injured or his dependants; 

(tv) whether any amount has been actually paid on this account by the 
1st of February, 1944 ; and 

(i?) if # 80 , how much? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state — 

(i) wbat steps have been taken for the identification of those who lost 

their lives from the last bombing; 

(ii) how many of the dead have been identified and the relatives inform- 

ed; and 

(Hi) whether the dependants of the deceased are sent at Government cost 
to their homes if they so desire? 


12a 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. K hwaja Shahabuddin) s (a) (i) Total 

number of claim#, 136 — 

Temporary allowance — 81. 

Disability pension — 6. 

Family pension and/or children’s allowance — 49. 

(it) Total amount awarded so far amounts to Rs. 350-8 for temporary 
allowance and Rs.58-8 per mensem for family pension and /or children’s 
allowance. 

(Hi) The time required for disposing of a claim case under the War 
Injuries Scheme depends upon several factors. If the medical certificate, 
the gainfully occupied person’s certificate and the identification reports are 
available along with the application, an award can be given forthwith. 
The awards are delayed if the dependants of the deceased persons live out- 
side the Province on account of the time taken in verifying the dependants. 

('*») No information is available as payments are made through the post 
offices. 

( v ) Does not arise. 

(h) (i) Reports from various hospitals, first aid posts, cremation and 
burial grounds were daily collected by the Post Raid Information Services 
and information wanted by any member of the public regarding any person 
killed in air raid was made available from the respective information offices. 
The Police also took photographs of many of the unidentified dead bodies, 
which are preserved in the Post Raid Information Office at Pollock House, 
Pollock Street, Calcutta, and shown to enquirers. 

(it) Eighty-five dead have been identified and relatives informed. 

(in) No. They are allowed to stay in relief centres for three days and 
are provided with free food. They are, however, required to make their own 
arrangements after that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the total amount of Rs. 350-8 for temporary allowance 
related to the 81 cases concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of disabled persons caused by bombing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the question is, what 
is the total number of compensation claims caused by the casualties from 
bombing of 5th December, 1943, to which an answer has been given. The 
total number of casualties has not been asked for and I cannot give the 
figure off-hand. I think the question does not arise. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, disability pension has 
been granted only to six persons and therefore my question is, how many 
persons have been disabled by bombing. 

Th# Hovt’bl* Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, my answer is clear 

that out of 136 claims six have been given disability pension. 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 

(a) (i), I have put, Sir, a pointed question, namely, how many persons 
were disabled by bombing so that we may ascertain out of how many cases 
disability pension has been given to six cases? 

(No answer.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 

( b) (ii ), how many dead bodies have not been identified? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that for want of proper facilities for identification 
a large number of dead bodies remained unidentified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon Tile Minister be pleased 
to state whether sufficient opportunity was given and due notice was given 
so that people could identify the dead bodies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I suppose so. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is it a fact that just after the bomb- 
ing of Hatibagan area many disabled bodies were immediately removed by 
the military without any opportunity being given in the first instance for 
identification ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 am unable to give 
any answer to that question because that happened during the regime of 
the last Ministry. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With regard to family pension, 
what is the maximum allowance given to each family? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (b)(iii) f 
when an earning member is killed by bombing, has the Government thought 
it desirable to send his dependants home at Government cost? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Government give them 
assistance. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state what is the basis and what are the considerations upon which these 
pensions and allowances are granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: On the basis of the scheme 
drawn up by Government. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the claim allowable under the War Injuries Scheme is extremely 
insufficient ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: That is a matter of opinion, 

but Government are prepared to examine that question. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the figures mentioned in answer to (<i)(i) are in regard to 
industrial labourers or to the entire casualty as a result of that bombing? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: It is the total number of 

claims received up to that (late. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the number of labourers involved in this bombing? 

The Han’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUUDIN: I want notice for that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the House, with reference to the answer given by him just now*, how many 
families have been sent at Government cost? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I will not be able to answer 
that off-hand. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I misunderstood the answer. My ques- 
tion w r us whether Government thinks it desirable that while the earning 
member of the family 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That he has already replied. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I understood him saying that Govern- 
ment is sending them at Government cost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He never said that. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many claims out of 130 have been granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 will not be able to tell 
off-hand. 


Number of non-political security prisoners in Bengal. 

80. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the lion’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(») the number of persons now in detention as nou-political security 
prisoners in the Province; 

(a) the number of persons so detained for more than (J) two years, (2) 
three years, (3) four years, and (4) five years; 

(Hi) the reasons for such detention; 

(tv) the provisions made for families and dependants of such prisoners; 

(v) whether any machinery exists for periodic examination of the cases 
of such prisoners wdth a view* to their release and other facilities; 
(rt) whether charges against those prisoners are made known to them; 
(vii) whether opportunities are provided for their explaining themselves 
and meeting such charges; and 

(Wit) wlmt provisions, if any, have been made for extending facilities to 
such prisoners for better equipment in life? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state Government's attitude 
towards the question of releasing such prisoners in general? 

MINISTER in oharge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Kfcwajt Sir Nazimuddin): (a)(t) 2,539 on the 31st January, 1944. 

(»*) The information asked for is not readily available. 

(tit) They have been detained with a view to preventing them from acting 
in any manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, the public safety, 
the maintenance of public order and the efficient prosecution of the war. 
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( iv ) The considerations of their detention are regulated by rule 72 of the 
B. S. P. Buies, 1940, of which a copy is in the Library, and according to 
those conditions they are entitled to treatment as Division III convicts 
provided in the Bengal Jail Code, except Chapter XXI of the said Code. 
These persons had no fixed place of residence and no ostensible means of 
subsistence. No provision has been made for their families and dependants 
as there is no provision for it in the said code for Division III convicts. 

(t?) It has been decided to appoint a retired District and Sessions Judge 
to review the cases of all criminal security prisoners. 

(vt) and (vii) This will now be done under section 7 of the Restriction 
and Detention Ordinance, 1944. 

(mi) and (b) The prisoners are habitual criminals of the goonda class 
whose being at large in Calcutta, Howrah and the suburbs in the present 
black-out condition would be a very serious menace to the life and property 
of the innocent citizen. I regret the necessity of keeping the men under 
detention and will certainly see that they are released as soon as it is safe to 
do so. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a)(v), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us the date when the decision 
was taken and when the actual appointment is expected? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The approval of His Excellency was 
received on the 2nd March and therefore the appointment is going to be made 
very soon. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that wives of many of these 
prisoners on account of long separation and want of subsistence allowance 
have taken new husbands? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government is not aware of thut. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have ieeeived various applications from 
prisoners— one class of prisoners being residents of provinces outside Bengal 

and they have stated in their applications that they want never to remain 

in this province and go back to their own provinces? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister consider 
the desirability of releasing those prisoners who are in detention for more 
than two years subject to the restriction that they will not enter into Calcutta, 
Howrah and the suburbs, as referred to in the answer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that a 
machinery is being set up to examine the cases of these criminal security 
prisoners and a retired District and Sessions Judge will be presiding over 
the body. Therefore, that question does not arise because all these cases will 
be put up before. the revising machinery. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that from various prisons Superintendents 
have recommended a large number of cases for immediate release and that 
Government have not yet passed orders upon those recommendations ? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All these eases will be referred to 
that revising authority. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: l ending the revision of the cases, 
do Government consider the desirability of revising the rules as to the treat- 
ment of these detenus in jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no such proposal before the 
Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the hardship caused to 
their families will Government consider it desirable that the provision of 
granting allowance to their families and dependants should be revised? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no provision for grant of 
family allowance to criminal security prisoners. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will Government consider the desir- 
ability of revising the rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer “I regret the 
necessity of keeping the men under detention and will certainly see that they 
are released as soon as it is safe to do so” will the Hon'blc Minister be 
pleased to state what is the reason then for appointing a retired District 
Judge for reviewing their cases ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Just to see whether a case is safe 
enough for release. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many of these security prisoners were killed and how many of 
them wore wounded during the last shooting in the Berhampore Jail? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion ilw.s not arise. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is the HonTde Minister aware 
that these prisoners are illegally compelled to labour against their will 
although that is a criminal offence under section 174, I.P.C. ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to slate whether a number of these security prisoners have been shot dead 
or wounded by shooting? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question doos not arise out of this. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, this is a question which has been 
deliberately kept back by Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: "Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what provisions there are for keeping these prisoners in 
occupation ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
the Bengal Jail Code and rule 77 of the Bengal Security Prisoners’ Rules. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that in some of these 
jaila such prisoners are made to work against the Jail Code whereas in other 
jails there is no work provided for them ? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Nothing is done against the provi- 
sions of the Jail Code. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any one of these security prisoners are detained in the 
Berhampore JailP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 1 want notice. 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pelased 
to state the number of these security prisoners in the Berhampore Jail six 
months back and their present number? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether representations have been received by Government 
from such prisoners that unless the question of their release is considered 
quickly, they will resort to hunger-strike? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in one of these jails, as a matter of fact, there was 
a hunger-strike ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Massage from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Secretary then read the following message: — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked to 
tbe Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on tbe 1 St h February, 11144.” 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for lb minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25— General Administration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the 
deterioration in the communal situation in the province due mainly to — 

( i ) non-adherance to the provisions and the spirit of the communal 
ratio in the Services Rules, 

(it) introduction of communal consideration in the selection of 
contractors and approved dealers and agents, 

(Hi) persistence in legislation affecting the interests of a particular 
comriiunity without seeking their co-operation and general 
agreement. 

Sir, it is not without a certain amount of hesitation that I invite tbe 
attention of the House to this important problem. Sir, I would very much 
like the Chief Minister to be present here during this discussion. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am taking notes. Don’t worry. 


Mr v 8PEAKER: The Chief Minister is absent with my permission. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, when this new Ministry came into 
office we made it clear as we have been emphasising ever since the new 
constitution came into force that so far as the Congress is concerned we 
place communal harmony above everything else in the country. It was 
mainly because in our view it is on the basis of communal harmony alone 
that India’s independence can be secured. When Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
had certain informal discussion with various party leaders before bis Ministry 
was formed, we emphasised that, so far as we were concerned, we shall look 
up to his Government if he could compose any to maintain communal harmony 
above everything else, and if communal harmony and the civil liberties were 
maintained irrespective of persons or personalities we might he prepared to 
examine the actions of the Ministry on their merit. 

Today, Sir, I stand to invite the attention of the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
to the position to which the country lias been reduced by certain action 
that has been perpetuated for some time past and which bis Government also 
has allowed to continue and which, in our humble opinion, has further 
deteriorated the communal situation in this province. 

The first item of our objective is what is known as the communal ratio 
in the Services Rules or the Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal 
Ratio) Rules of 11)40. The rules have a long history behind them. The 
responsibility for promulgating these rules lies mainly upon certain members 
not merely of this House but also outside, some of whom have been 
prominently taking part in this demand ever since the new constitution was 
brought into operation. And my grievance about the formation of the 
clauses of the rules would be taken up at a different stage. What I now 
want to invite your attention to is the application of those provisions, rightly 
or wrongly promulgated, for securing the interest of particular minority 
communities or majority in this piovincc. 

Communal ratio in the Services Rules provided that these rules would 
not apply to promotions and promotions would continue to be determined 
purely on merit. It has been brought to our notice, however, that Govern- 
ment hua been circumventing the application of merit alone as the considera- 
tion for promotion by bolding up a large number of vacancies for a pretty 
long time and promotions are not being proceeded with as and when they 
are due. 

The second provision that has in our bumble opinion been infringed is 
with regard to the provision in proviso to clause 1) of the rules, that in case 
of direct recruitment if the qualified candidates of any community are 
insufficient in any year to fill all the posts reserved for that community, the 
vacancies left unfilled shall, without regard being had to the interest of any 
community, be filled in accordance with the result of the competitive 
examination by qualified candidates of other communities in order of merit 
and no deduction on that account shall be made from the vacancies reserved 
to be filled by competitive examination in that service, department or office 
or branch of that service, department or office in subsequent years. 
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This proviso also is attached to clause 10 of the rules where direot recruit- 
meat otherwise than by competitive examination is provided. The not 
result of this proviso is that in any particular year the total number of 
vacancies are to be determined and the percentage to be applicable for 
different communities would also be known, so that in the event 6f candi- 
dates of a particular community not forthcoming, the service would be 
thrown open to members of other communities that may have qualified 
candidates. 

I submit, Sir, that this rule in many cases is not being followed. The 
number of vacancies are allowed to accumulate to tbe detriment and prejudice 
of suitable qualified candidates of other communities. 

The third complaint that 1 want to lodge is with regard to the recruit- > 
ment of non-Bengalis. Sir, there is no provision in the Communal Services 
Rules which entitles the Government to hold back an appointment meant for 
a particular community from other communities on the plea that they would 
go to other provinces outside Bengal for obtaining suitable candidates. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I would like to have another 7 minutes’ time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry, Dr. Sanyul, 1 cannot allow that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: All right, allow me 5 minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have yet got two minutes’ time. All right, you 
go on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The other point that we find has been 
infringed is with regard to the Scheduled Castes. It was provided, Sir, 
that Id per cent, ot the services would go to Scheduled Castes. While the 
Government have been meticulously careful about certain communities, the 
Scheduled Castes, among the Hindus, are generally going by default. 

It is stated that suitable candidates are not forthcoming. If that 
standard is to be applied, I believe the community that had the largest 
percentage reserved would also sutler in the same way, if not in a more 
deplorable manner than the Scheduled Castes. 

I will pass on to the next point, viz., the introduction of communal 
considerations in the selection of contractors, etc. But before doing so I 
would submit that in regard to the Communal Ratio in the Services Rules 
various objections were raised about the applicability of these rules to 
technical and expert services. We expected that having regard to an 
informal assurance given by a previous Government, so far as posts that 
required skill and technical knowledge went, Government would see that 
the Communal Ratio in the Services Rules did not stand in the way of 
getting the best men possible. I have before me an advertisement 
published in the Calcutta Gazette a few weeks ago where the post of 
Professor of Clinical and Operative Surgery, Calcutta Medical College, and 
Surgeon, Medical College Hospital, has been reserved for Muslims only. 

I would not quarrel with any candidate if he has got the best qualifications 
among the community, but I submit that where the life of the present 
generation is involved and the teaching of the younger generation for 
future expert work is concerned it is really not fair or wise to introduce 
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communal considerations, and no community would ultimately gain if such 
insistence is made. Further I find that in the Dacca Intermediate College, 
the Professor of Physics has been advertised for Muslims only. The Professor 
of Physiology in the Calcutta Presidency College had also been reserved for 
Muslims, as a result of which, having no suitable Muslim candidate avail- 
able, for the last three years the post has remained vacant. The students 
of today have no opportunity of getting proper training and teaching from 
a qualified Professor because no Muslim is available! Similarly there is one 
post of Superintendent of the Bengal Vaccine Institute, an expert post; on 
the production of this Institute, the lives of millions of our countrymen are 
dependent. That post has been reserved for Muslims, the result of which 
* is that we are likely to lose the services of an eminent expert who has been 
in that work for years past. 

Coming to the second issue, I had invited the attention of this House 
to the fact that during the regime of the present Ministry in the notification 
of Government, dated the 9th December, 1943, it has been laid down that 
all contractors of the Communications und Works Department would in 
future be divided in the proportion of 1 : 1 of Muslims and non-Muslims 
and what is more astonishing is that if a sufficient number of Muslim 
contractors are not available, not more than 60 per cent, of the total allot- 
ment should be given to non-Muslims and every effort should be made to 
give maximum possible assistance to the training of Muslim contractors. 
It is not clear what will happen to the job where half the job will only be 
done and the other half will remain unfinished. I cannot understand or 
conceive how it will work in practice. If a road is to be constructed from 
one place to another, is it contemplated that half ot it would be finished 
and the other half would remain unfinished until suitable Muslim contractors 
are available ? Is that the idea? If that is the manner in which such things 
are going to be conducted, 1 am afraid the country would be faced with a 
terrible disaster for the Muslims as well as for the Hindus. 

The third important point is with regard to legislation. We have before 
us in particular two pieces of legislation in regard to which certain com- 
munities felt that infringement of their rights and privileges was 
contemplated. It wus agreed informally that Sir Nuzimuddin would see 
that when such legislation would be introduced, he would get the major 
communities more or less satisfied and if not satisfied call a conference. 
But, Sir, the manner in which these pieces of legislation are being considered 
and pressed for leaves us little doubt that Sir Nazimuddin’s Government 
is rather following the way of the previous Governments and trying to 
continue the policy of repression of one community in the interests of 
another. 

In these three ways. Sir, I submit that the communal situation in the 
country is further getting more and more deteriorated. My esteemed 
friend Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanya! has also pointed out how the question of 
music before mosque has also not been solved and at least at one place 
immersion of deities has been held up. We had some expectation from the 
Muslim League enthusiasts. We thought that if we allowed such things 
to be handled by them, better treatment of Hindus would come out. But 
we are thoroughly disappointed. We now feel and we are now Beeing what 
is in store in future Pakistan for the Hindus of Bengal. 
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(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 under the head “25 — General Administration” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about the reactionary attitude 
of the Government in filing an appeal against the concurrent decisions of 
the High Court and the Federal Court against the validity of certain 
sections of Ordinance II of 1942 otherwise known as the Special Courts 
Ordinance. 

Sir, before I deal with the subject-matter of my motion I 
desire to make certain prefatory observations about the position of, 
the Federal Court in this country. The Federal Court is functioning 
under the present constitution under which we arc acting today. It 
was not in existence before. Tt was brought into existence bv the Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1935. As you are aware, Sir, the Federal Court has 
three jurisdictions. It has an original jurisdiction, original and exclusive 
jurisdiction, in any dispute between the Federation and the Units of 
Federation where the dispute involves any question on which the existence 
or extent of a legal right depends. Next, Sir, it lias an appellate jurisdic- 
tion, i.e., an appeal can lie to it against any judgment or decree of a High 
Court, in matters involving an interpretation of the Constitution Aet or an 
Order in Council. It has a third function to perform, viz., its advisory 
capacity, in wdiich capacity it can express opinion on questions referred 
to it by the Governor-General. It is thus the highest judicial authority 
in matters constitutional in this land. 

Now, Sir, when the proposal for the Federal Court, was made in the 
white paper, the Joint Committee expressed themselves thus concerning its 
appellate jurisdiction. T am referring to paragraph 325 of the report of 
the Joint Committee. They observed: 

“We bad at first thought that on a constitutional issue appeals should 
lie without leave. But we appreciate that in a country” (I would 
stress the fling at this country, Sir,) “where litigation is so murh 
in favour this might result in an excessive number of unnecessary 
appeals. We therefore approve the proposal in the white paper 
though we think that the Federal Court ought to have a summary 
power of disposing of appeals or applications for leave to appeal, 
in any ease where they appear to be frivolous or vexatious or 
brought only for the purpose of delay,” 

Now, Sir, the Committee thought that a brake was necessary even on 
appeals from the Federal Court also because this country was a litigious 
country in their opinion and therefore no appeal from a decision of the 
Federal Court should be allowed to the Privy Council unless the Federal 
Court gave the l£ave or unless leave wms obtained from the Privy Council. 
Little did they think that the Government — that their Government in this 
country — would be the first to take advantage, Sir, of the provision for 
leave and would rush to appeal to the Privy Council even against a decision 
which simply approved of the decision of a High Court. 
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Now, Sir, I am referring to the subject-matter of my motion. Two 
questions of capital importance went for the decision of the highest judi- 
ciary in the land last year, one relating to the validity of Rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules — the question that was taken on appeal from the 
Bombay High Court to the Federal Court, — and the other decided by the 
Calcutta High Court relating to the validity of sections 5, 10 and 16 of 
Ordinance II, known as Special Courts Ordinance. Now, Sir, so far as 
the first appeal was concerned which is known as Keshab Talpadey Case, 
there the Bombay High Court and the Federal Court differed and it is 
reported that the Bombay Government, not satisfied with the decision of 
the Federal Court, are probably taking an appeal to the Privy Council. Bui' 
what about the Bengal case? In the Bengal case the Calcutta High Court 
has found that sections 5, 10 and 16, i.e., the sections creating the Special 
Court and conferring jurisdiction on them and laying down the procedure 
of trial or rather the farce of' a trial in those courts — are invalid, if not, 
ultra virus, and the Federal Court approved of that very decision of the 
Calcutta High Court, a decision to which the Chief Justice of the Calcutta 
nigh Court was a party. Here is a decision, Sir, which is a concurrent 
decision: two highest courts of appeal in India, the High Court and the 
highest judicature established by the Constitution agreed on a point, namely, 
that sections 5, 10 and 16 of the Special Courts Ordinance are invalid. I 
am here giving a summary of the decision as embodied in the head note 
of the case. This is the substance of the decision of the Federal Court: 
“Sections 5, 10 and 16 of the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance (TI of 
1042) are invalid. Accordingly, a trial under the Ordinance by a Special 
court of an offence triable by the court and under the procedure prescribed 
by the Criminal Procedure Code is without jurisdiction.” Remember, Sir, 
hundreds and thousands of persons have suffered at the hands of these 
illegal courts. The decision continues: “The subject-matter of the 
Ordinance is not beyond the Ordinance-making powers of the Governor- 
General. But the above provisions, affecting the Ciiminal Procedure Code 
and the jurisdiction of the nigh Court under the Code as well as the T/etters 
Patent, are invalid inasmuch as the Ordinance does not by itself repeal 
sections 5, 28 and 29 of the Code which subject to section l(2t thereof, must 
by virtue of section 292 of the Constitution Act, govern every criminal 
proceeding, both as regards the tribunal and the procedure, until altered or 
repealed or amended by a competent legislature or other competent 
authority. Nor does the Ordinance, assuming an Ordinance can do so, by 
itself take away the jurisdiction of the High Court which, by virtue of 
section 228 of the Constitution Act must continue to he in force until 
affected by an Act of the appropriate legislature. Nor does it by itself 
create a special jurisdiction or power within the meaning of section l(^) 
of the Code such as is saved by that section.” 

After declaring that these sections were invalid, it proceeded to say 
that, there was a delegation of legislative authority which could not be 
properly done. (At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was 
allowed five minutes more to finish his speech.) “It is only the order ot 
the executive authority passed under sections 5, 10 or 16 of the Ordinance, 
in respect of each case or group or class of cases that in fact operates to 
repeal the provisions of the Code and divest the regular Court* of their 
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jurisdiction, to invest the Special Courts with jurisdiction to try 

any particular case or group or class of cases and to take away 
the powers of the High Court. Delegation of such power to the 

executive, to be exercised in their absolute and unrestricted discretion, 
without any limitations and without any legislative provision or direction 
laying down the policy or conditions of criteria by reference to which Hie 
power is to be exercised, is not delegation of execution of the law by 
filling in details but delegation of legislative authority and as such is 
invalid, particularly having regard to the relationship between the execu- 
tive and the legislature in India and to the conception of the Ordinance- 
making power in the Constitution Act where it is connected with the personal 
judgment and discretion of the Governor-General.” 

Then they explained what was the difference. Sir, that obtained between 
England and India in this respect, and that is very instructive. They 
observed: “Before applying the analogy based on the English practice as to 
emergency legislation, certain differentiating circumstances must be borne 
in mind. In England, even emergency legislation is parliamentary legis- 
lation or Order in Council passed under the authority of parliamentary 
statute and it is always subject to parliamentary control, including in the 
last resort the right to insist on the annulment or modification of the Order 
in Council or even the repeal or modification of the statute itself. TTnder 
the Indian Constitution, the legislature has no share in or control over 
the making of an Ordinance or the exercise of powers thereunder, nor has 
it any voice in asking for its repeal or modification. Again, anything like 
a serious excess in the use of special emergency powers will, under the 
English practice, be a matter which Parliament can take note of when the 
time comes for passing the usual Indemnity Act on the termination of the 
emergency. That is not the position here, ns the indemnity can be provided 
by an Ordinance. As against all tins, the only safeguard provided in the 
Indian Constitution is that the matter rests entirely upon the responsibility 
of the Governor-General. This only confirms the argument against delega- 
tion of such responsibility, at least without laying down in clear and 
definite terms the limits and conditions governing the exercise by executive 
officers of powers conferred upon them by the Ordinance.” 

We now see, Sir, that against this concurrent decision of the High Court 
and the Federal Court, the Government of Bengal is going to prefer an 
appeal to the Privy Council. The Ministry, Sir, being consulted in this 
matter, is a party to the decision that has been taken, to appeal to the 
Privy Council. The other day I put a short-notice question to this effect: 
“Will the Hon’ble Minisler in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Government of Bengal have appealed 
to the Privy Council against the concurrent decisions of the High Court 
and the Federal Court against the validity of some sections of Ordinance IJ 
of 1942, otherwise called the Special Courts Ordinance? If so, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the present Ministry was 
consulted in this matter and the present Ministry considered it desirable 
to file the appeal?” The Teply was specific— “yes” and “yes”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai Cbaudhuri, your time is up. 

Itai HAREHDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I not have one nrinnte? 
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Mr, SPEAKERS Yes, one minute. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We now witness, Sir, that 
here a Ministry is functioning which considers it desirable to act in the 
interest of the Ordinance-making power, which considers it desirable to go 
against the decision of the Federal Court to the effect that there should 
not be any delegation of legislative authority to executive officers. Here 
is a reactionary Ministry, Sir, which will file an appeal against the decision 
of the Federal Court which holds that the established law and Law Court 
of the country cannot be abrogated by Nuch an Ordinance. Sir, such a 
reactionary Ministry cannot be tolerated by the people of the country and, 
Sir, the sooner they admit that they are not the representatives of the 
people, but are the subservient slaves of the bureaucracy it is better for 
them and better for the country also. 

Mr. CIA 8 UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of Government not providing pay of Choukidars 
and Dafadars from Government revenue instead of TTnion Board funds. 
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ctcrr Twwfc, wr toto faro tot S-yfo to to i tot 

gtRT WTT1 TOR TTCT^ TTO3 I TOT TOTO RT TO gtTTt^tRT TOR 

wrrr Tim TOi TTOfinii, rm tot ^pof% TOrtfto gfrofcrr Tim TOi 

TOT TOTO TO WTO mf#K 4T; TfrfrTOtt *[< I 

TRtTTO CTttMT T® TOf 4T* frtTtT ^TotCT CTR Tim T I 03 ? 

rft Tot fm >^t* frcroi Tfr, stto ^to mitt 4 $ wzf$ TOTOclr 
frf^r ctto, tfTFTT Ttrfefero timr cTOft TfnTOt too? i 

WTT ?JT3TT TOMl (TO resolution TR R«kT TOR TOC$ ^Tt TTOtT 

tt c^Tfr^lr-^T^iTO^ cto cTrr ^St crti^r 

Tb8 WTfTOT^ Tlrfr T1U TT T$T I MvaM' CTCM jT Tt CTCT TTT TOT T^ 

^tC^f Chowkidari Enquiry Bill Committee to%T ^3TT non-official member n*tT 
ffCTT ^tT opinion dtfTHtT ^T* ^TlTtTOT CT5T T5T 

TT I #T official member %TT v5fT opinion f*ini%5pT ClflfT^tT 4T; 
RTOtTOT CTTOT per cent, provincial revenue ?C\5 Wm I ^STlfM t 4TO 

frn»f fremn tt ms ertr to Tft i tHi Tfr frfej rctt t tc^ 

TTTf' ^TT5 TOT I 
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Or. NALIMAK8HA 8AM Y A L: Sir. I want to move*motions Nos. 23, 
26 and 27, 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Yes, you move these motions together and then make 
one speech. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ks. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion’ , be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the imposition and 
realisation of collective hues. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under 
the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a 
discussion about the increase in the expenses incurred and provided under 
the head “Ministers” from Rs. 3,97,000 in 1942-43 to Rs. 7,29,000 in the 
budget estimate for 1944-45. 

I also move that the demand of 11s. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under 
the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a 
discussion about the reckless policy of multiplying officers in different 
departments and of incurring additional expenditure and the urgency of 
setting up a machinery to effect proper scrutiny and retrenchment without 
impairing efficiency and service. 

Sir, with regard to the first motion out of these three I have very little 
to state. The House knows that on a previous occasion an adjournment 
motion was moved and we pressed the then Government to make the posi- 
tion regarding the imposition of collective fines clear. It wus revealed 
during those discussions that in certain cases collective fines were imposed 
on persons that could not, even under the wide provisions of the Ordinance, 
be construed to be responsible for the mischief for which the Ordinance was 
to be applied. In one case, in the case of Mr. Anil Kumar Chanda, a 
member of the Viswabharati, collective fine was imposed upon him although 
he did not belong to the thana within which the collective fines were 
actually put into operation, and although he pointed out that he was not a 
resident of the village or villages which were notified to be included in the 
notification for imposition of collective fines, yet, Sir, he against all his 
protests was subjected to the imposition and the enthusiastic police officers 
dragged away his furniture and sold them out to realise the collective fines. 
A case was duly instituted in the High Court against such an outrageous 
action 

The Hon’bfe Khwaja 8 w NAZIMUDDIN: What is the use of talking 
of a thing that happened in the past. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You have not refunded the money. 

And, Sir, we were surprised to find that another amending Ordinance 
was issued with retrospective effect exonerating the police officers from 
anything done in order that the Court might not interfere in the interests 
of justice. Thereafter, Sir, attention was invited to collective fines imposed 
at Beldanga, at Jiaganj and at Mur&gacha where in one case a fine was 
imposed on a person who was dead. At Jiaganj fines were patently imposed 
on persons out of sheer grudge of the local police sub-inspector and there 
were persons involved who had been in some way or other complaining 
13 
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against the actio? of that police officer because of highhandedness in 
another connection. Humble people like ordinary tailors or milkmen who 
had never conceived of any act of sabotage and lived outside the area 
covered were subject^ to the imposition of collective fines. Petitions 
were submitted but they were not heeded. Not only that, the method and 
the manner of collection w T as something outrageous, because there was no 
notification for collecting the fine from all. Only 16 selected persons were 
marked and named for collection of fines. At Beldanga, as I have pointed 
out, there was no attempt to rope in or to issue a notification for imposition 
of fines for all people of the locality but only a few selected persons were 
named. These were illegal and ultra vires and the previous Ministry 
having been cornered did assure an enquiry into all these allegations and 
said that they would try to set things right. It is not merely the old 
Ministry that did it. While the new Ministry was also in the offing, 
assurances were held out by the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin himself and one 
of the terms in which he drafted those assurances was this: “(5) Facts in 
connection with Dacca and Midnapore incidents will be closely examined 
and all necessary steps will be taken in the light of such examination. 
(6) The question of collective fines will be reviewed by the Ministry”. We 
thought that after that assurance some attempt would be made to set things 
right, but unfortunately a few days ago we received a reply which was 
most surprising. The reply was that this Ministry was not responsible tor 
what the previous Ministry had done and they were not prepared to go 
through the question at all. There are still cases pending and l presume 
that so far as those pending cases are concerned, it is entirely within the 
competence of the present Ministry either to suspend realisation or to 
enforce the same. 

At Balurghat. in Dinajpur there were several cases of collective fines 
imposed on land-holders who had never been near the place for years, 
and one land-holder was fined a heavy sum of Rs. 10,000 at first which 
was reduced to Rs. 5,000 subsequently. We were informed by the nominee 
of the Hon 'hie Minister here w ho in the absence of the Minister concerned 
takes up the duties of the Minister in the Assembly that the matter was 
sfill under investigation. But, Sir, I met this gentleman who was the 
victim in this case— his representative first called upon me and then I met 
him — and 1 was informed that so far as his case was concerned although 
an assurance was given in the House by the Minister that the matter was 
still being enquired into Government gave him a definite reply saying that 
no further action would be taken. The fine has not yet been paid. It is 
the case of Maharaj Bahadur Singh. He has further made representation 
on the matter. 

Sir, I will not detaiu the House on this question further. But 1 do hope 
that the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin will try to keep at least his own tradition 
of keeping his promises. 

The other two questions that I have sought to raise are comparatively 
simple. Motion No. 26 relates to increased expenditure on account of the 
Ministers and the Parliamentary Secretaries. Previous speakers have dwelt 
upon this question in the past and I have carefully examined the urgency 
of such expenses. I feel, Sir, that when Hie country as a whole is passing 
through an unprecedented crisis it is simply atrocious that we should be 
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providing more and more money for maintaining a few persons in office 
and that they would try to be an incubus on this province. If the work 
of this province which was formerly being administered by 4 to 7 Executive 
Councillors and Ministers now require 17 Parliamentary Secretaries and 13 
Ministers then, Sir, it does not speak of the efficiency of this generation 
very high. And I believe, Sir, that all this is being done merely to keep 
themselves in power. This is highly objectionable. This is merely to see 
that a larger number of persons can be maintained to support their 
Ministry, in connection with votes in the legislature. I suppose that 
Government and the public outside will take due note of how some of the 
voters are kept up, 1 submit, purchased or rather bribed to remain with 
the Government side for all times to come. 

The next motion standing in my name is the most important of these 
three motions which I have moved. It relates to reckless multiplication of 
officers in different departments and of incurring additional expenditure. 
A similar motion has been passed by the Central legislature. It is time, 
Sir, that we do apply ourselves properly to find out whether all the numerous 
offices that have recently been created in the name of war emergency and 
the urgent conditions created through war and famine are really justified. 
I know, Sir, and I did give during the general discussion of the budget 
an account how there are a large number of offices which hud beeu created 
in the past, some of which are still functioning and which have not been, 
in any way, helpful to the province, and yet we have been made to pay 
money. Our energetic Finance Minister who is talking of further burdens 
ou this province should take note that before lie makes the people suffer 
more and more it is his duty to see that not a single rupee is spent without 
justification being thoroughly made out. 

With these few words, so far as this motion is concerned, 1 demand an 
enquiry committee, and 1 hope that Government at least will be in a 
position to make a proper enquiry into the wastefulness of expenses incurred 
during recent years. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head ‘ ‘ 2 [> — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about incompetency, corruption 
and nepotism prevailing. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, tfTO TOft -TOCTO TO* fastOt 

4*; VRflst* cfaf I tf'OT *m» ft* court-fee^* stamps 

tot *1 c*t*? *tw^ $iP!°T TOfa cn i 

4fci *tsr * ft **i to, t&m mrrro c<tt*£ k * r ; 4*; 

mx mfc* a 4fre me* stro m i f*s yro *n Mire 

TOiC$ TCE? T51 f*l7-fTOH S food supply policy* tot ftc* «TOn TOTO 

w* to i ficro* i wrotmcTO *5 f*g pr-frofcro arjfci 

EM! TO m hoarders and profiteers^* I *TTO1 Vtft **T*fim c*fa 

•dtSviSk.* tot c*rofer tottoi to ch<) ntb c* *cw TOtcan cr to C5t* 

*fc* fa* ftcft c*fc? £K*t? c*tar tot feft “4 cm, cm," 

cm TOT I cnt TTO hoarders and profiteers?*? 

13 a 
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Too? ctfv tvs rojfts crow cwft cTOs iffli i 4 ftm wfft rocuroto $tro 

ftcwfs — toctoi rofcfc 4roftro ifirfi TO} c^tcsR ; stroiro ctto cTOro 8 TOro 

TOCTO) din «ffRTo 4CTO fe«tf%T3 w’w I CT^rn^T TOC?ro TOf TOW controlled rated) 
frowr mn i sfrott totot fw^r rorotcw cron c^fro <tfrroi rofMc* frite 

TO CTO5 1 TO 5 #! 4TOTOTO C^TOt? erf^T (WTO'S <S$C“T PlTOTO HW? 

toto flan ro?®i i c^ 5 t''f c t TOto tc? «ilrolit di^*? \5U* \5^«i i TOnpro 

tokw of toctoi oflroi k*t TOcb? rocn fotroi? rones rofstcro i tototo TO} 4cn oflroi 
TOTOesG tojh. faro cro® i^roi totocto hi i tsron ttroTO TO} TOTO? fac? root's 
tow faro£ fafas 4Wtrtn ct'sto ?’ro i cro oftrotro nron, TOfrororo TO?, TO? *f®f% 
fro Trtfwcjcfrn faroS to trofafag 4ro 'TOros TOit? too$ i rotcwar sro 

St^rosi 4 tot crofcro^?, faro wlw croft Sroro TO3TO TO? TO? i }«n ro^ 
CTOl-TOft? CTOCTOftft agency? artfsTT }TOtTO hoardingdl? TOTOTO? wfortTO TOTO) TS I 
'SfTO’tn 8, D. O. TOC5TTO CTOft fefa C TO5 fctTOl *pflH WTO? TOCTO — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA : nt>|? ?;c?? roTO ?ft HI 

TOte5 TOtft yStS'W 4«ttC? 4C? rot's fa 1 ?tTO TOTOftCW TOCTO, fafa tfTO? %«ft 
wholesale dealer TOW TOW retail dealers mft I wt? wftf TOWlCTO crude oil fafrcST 
CTOMlpM f?3F? TOtTO? TOTOTO1 I TOfTOTOt'S) fTO[f?HJIroCt ro?TO TO^M TOTO1 < farft^lfaCt? 
TOfftTOTO 'WfSTO ftCTO? — 4?l crude oil. TJlfacJcfc? TOtt^ wf'SCTO-st TO$ft TOTI, 
s. D. o.cw '3 rortfcm 5T=n, rot? *n&Twi mn nfSi ciro croftroft? rotc^ wt? wt? 

f%3Ft WT1 I f . y ^ ration «)T?TOr 4TO ^1^1 'tlt? -J ’S'l I 

n? I ’TTtlWC^ Tl s. D. O. cm Step m f5n far^Hh C*lH CWMlft ^5lT agenoy 

v?fwB m i wjtfwcjft m f%yt ’iron firatro wti 5 jhh, m ftapt »tto* 
Ttfron wferw ^trr WTO5 »rrf% TO, fw^ W TOTO tow — 031 requisition 
w'c? ®t? >pra m seize ^?CS *1113^, 3t? §3? fmiH TO I ^fif’TOT 

orude oil nTO« T4W fWTStTO WTO 5TTO '34w %f% TOTH CW TOTO C^T CWWtf^ $ <31? 
agenoy sflWB^ TCTO^ I 

few dif’FSfC* TOTO CWCTOftro ftf%, wftl, ftara fro? black marketing 

WTOtl? WTO wfrorlTO fk5R?, <3tTOT agent froftfc^ to wtw CWCTOfTOT, f&fro <$ wt^l 
front WTO; i roltwS wlw 4roTO cwtcro frort^ fw*jlro roros toc? <lf tow dealersce? 
TOW <n5<trofc ofBcersCa? cTO-st WW?— <3TC?? TOW CTOR cnH TOCTO w’lft? I 
«P5TO; WWTOktT'l 3«H TOT 4 ■5t'3<rrofc C5tC? ®tCT? 0 »m ffl'OTl TO? fro ? 4TOt 
^•I'tTO^? romrow offloerscr? 'wrotTOtTOf roTO rororoi a ft TO lfou tototot <arowro 
ftpft TOTOfroro rojIKW «> TOtTOTOr rote? TOTOTH Circle Officer TOfro rotw CTO 
4/0 TOt BtW TO? controlled rated) I fef% TO3R, "wtTO? *ff?TOlTOr CTOTOff? 

rojlf «ro i wtf? fro roc? ft?” i 4^ roro roro? ^jicro TOwwtftr « ^ro? ro’c? if® 
ftc* rfc? toto t’w i tototoj ?ro crotro Srofroro ro’cw ^stcro croc^ went t? i fgft 
TOTOd TOk'^rorTOTc?? rotcro 4wtsrtr ftu3 citcroro i 4wtrot? to crostf? 

Inapeotorwro WNl WWtWtl ftCTOI I TO«fH TOk t OgT from, TOC#TO WftTOt* 
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4 * 9*1 TOt TOT? FfTOR 49T iTIEikir/9 "ftfTOITOR 49191? 

»f5rt5t9 ’ll 99 TOT^T 05t7ft9 Defenoe of India RuleM OfTO 9991 <501 

*tt? ■firs ?19 4«rm? tpsrtro -»<wh i 9tot 9 fro-yroR fan 99 c^si Jrrtfwr^ 

9HSC94 9tl9 4^ ’Tint? 'Q 99JT9J 4)5JlBfC99 y^TT khas mabal Circle Offioer49 

f99t* ‘tint’s ?.ccn 4c$m, fro tot n#m <9R *j Finn an In i totoi 

CvsfTO Government test reliefs? «RI 9’*T9 &T9I 799 9C99, fir* C9frl C999 

fnfiw acnc^ 'si TfBn ntran? anus nttiR i f%f9 ??9 chtor canter C9T9TOB go 

«R fVn TOT 9TO? TOT *0 99 isn’t fof9 TOR C 9 it is a scandalous affair 49 ; 
C99M9T9 test relief 99 C9TE9 f9RR I f99 C9 979 vfEtfftM C91C9 <599 
scandalous affairs 9T9ffi<3 9 x 91 <3tR9 499C99'3 C9t9 *TTf9 TOT1 91 I 7W9T9 

ent* f99<j uRntTOtnj y*? yi9 cro$ cn'em acm i 
Mr, SPEAKER ; Your time is up. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS QUPTA : 4 $ 'TOfSr Ct 9 9?f^ I 'Ttft 49 f ?9 fTORl 
9C?f|TO, 7Tlf9l$fc Palmer 9l(.5?t9 — C9t9C9 St? ?fctt99 9t?TO ^'?frt9 BftT Of <391 

an <99 nimft 9^prt'a r foft 9 c?r s. d. o. TO 99 1 ntfa 4 fnroi C9R cn'lw 
Jtfn 91 I 9tf7 9Ht9 TOT91? 9 s tt7’35 4? 9)99 1 SidlCS I 99lfcl 4^55 f’TOtTF't 
TOf 9ft9t? 991 a’9 StOS TOT? 49$ 7C9 C9C!tf|9 is not Mr. Palmer a man f 
fro <399 fncnf^TO cn he is an Englishman I 

Mr. P. BANARJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Us. 1,40,13,000 under the head “25 — General Administration’’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about the coming general election 
d the district board in the district of Khulna and the activities of the 
dficers of the subdivision. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 under the 
bead “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about the elec- 
tion and nomination of members of certain union boards in the Satkhira 
mbdivision in the district of Khulna. 

My friend, Dr. Sanyal, has already told you how public administration 
under the present Ministry has deteriorated in the country. I shall give 
you one instance about the District Board election and from that you will 
know how the administration has deteriorated. We can never expect before 
Pakisthan really comes into force that administration in the country will 
leteriorate in the way in which it has done. I shall just narrate an instance 
svhich happened at Khulna where the District Magistrate, the Subdi visional 
Officers, the Superintendent of Police and other officers are all Muslims. 
They are imbued with the idea that they are there only for canvassing in 
favour of candidates of the Muslim League. 

On the 13th of this month the scrutiny took place ahd, on this scrutiny, 
pou will be surprised to hear that almost all the names belonging to tne 
Opposition have been rejected. I am speaking now of the nomination 
papers of the Satkhira subdivision particularly. Sir, there were 82 nomina- 
tion papers in all of which 23 nomination papers were submitted by persons 
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who were not connected with the Muslim League. But immediately a few 
days before the scrutiny of the nomination papers, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy and his Parliamentary Secretary went there and naturally 
when the Minister and his Parliamentary Secretary made their appearance, 
all the officers went to them and in public meetings they said that there 
was no place for those who were not in the 'Muslim League. Sir, I can 
understand the supporters of the Muslim League speaking in that strain 
but what 1 fail to understand is the fact that out of the 23 nomination 
papers, 20 nomination papers including those of our Deputy Speaker, 
Mr. Syed Julaluddin Hashemy, Khan Sahib Abdur Rauf, Mr. Thakur 
Das Bose and Mr. Jonab Ali were rejected without giving any reasons 
therefor. Sir, Government has issued a circular that on flimsy grounds 
no nomination paper should be rejected and there has been a change 
in the rules. The rules provide that even at the time of submission of 
nomination papers there should be an opportunity* to amend or correct the 
nomination papers. Therefore it stands to reason that there is no scope 
for the rejection of nomination papers on flimsy grounds but in this parti- 
cular case without giving any reason whatsoever the nomination papers 
of those who were not in the Muslim League were rejected. 

I will also give another instance of the Sadar subdivision w r here one 
nomination paper was rejected on the ground that the person concerned 
had his name shown at different places under different constituencies in the 
voter's lists. Sir, it is quite possible that the name of a person may appear 
as a voter in several places under different constituencies but unless he has 
voted on the same occasion from different constituencies, how can his 
nomination paper be rejected ? On this ground the name of Mr. Bose was 
rejected. At the same time, Sir, the name of Rai Manmatha Nath 
Ohose Bahadur was not rejected on the same ground simply because he was 
a favourite of the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy. When Mr. Suhrawardy went 
to Khulna he addressed several public meetings and came back. We do not 
know what influence he exercised over the officials. We know that he is 
only a public servant, but from what happened in Khulna immediately 
after he left the place I am tempted to say that he is more than the 
Emperor of India ! Sir, I can understand the attitude of persons who are 
members of the Muslim League so long as they are not in office, but as soon 
as they enter into public service they have no business whatsoever to meddle 
in propaganda in connection with local board elections. In the interests of 
the Muslim League they are going about in the countryside meddling in 
election matters while they are professing that they are going there to deal 
with the distribution of sugar and kerosene oil. Sir, it has been said that 
cloths are being supplied in Khulna and other districts but if the Hon’ble 
Minister would make an enquiry he will find that cloths are distributed to 
those voters only who are expected to vote for the Muslim League. This is 
a most ridiculous state of affairs, Sir. Then, Sir, so far as relief measures 
are concerned, it is a well-known fact that relief is given from public funds, 
not to the public in general but to only one section of the public who are 
in sympathy with the group now in power. I can prove it to the satisfaction 
of Government that this is so if only an enquiry is instituted and I can also 
prove it to its satisfaction that the officers of Government have be^n ao 
influenced by that party that they are acting not in the interests of the 
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public in general but in the interests of Muslim League people. Sir, a 
circular should be issued immediately that no officer of Government should 
meddle in election matters and an order of Government should be circulated 
that money should not be wasted on relief measures iu the way in which it 
has so long been done. 

Now, Sir, with regard to union board nominations it was stated on the 
floor of the House that District Magistrates should consult local M.L.As. 
on the matter. I know, Sir, in several constituencies local M.L.As. have 
been consulted, but 1 am surprised to hear that in almost all cases the 
nominations proposed by M.L.As. not belonging to the camp of the Muslim 
League have been rejected but nominations proposed by the representatives 
of the Muslim League have been accepted. I urge upon the Government 
that this policy should be revised and that a circular order should be issued 
to all District Magistrates that in the matter of nomination all nominations 
proposed by M.L.As. should be impartially scrutinised. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motions. 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move the motion to raise a discussion about the utter neglect of 
Government in improving the pay, prospect and condition of service of the 
village chaukidar. 

Just, now, Sir. my friend, Mr. Oiasuddin Ahmed, has placed before the 
House his motion that Government should pay for the village chaukidars. 
But my proposal is quite of a different nature. That proposal will no 
doubt improve the financial condition of the union board but certainly that 
will not improve the hapless lot of the chaukidar. While in these difficult 
days we are all concerned with the conditions of service and with the pay, 
prospects and emoluments of public services, we are all oblivious about the 
poor village chaukidar. 

Now, Sir, what is the service that this village chaukidar renders to 
Government and to the public? If public service has got any meaning in 
itself, this village chaukidar is in the strictest sense a public servant, 
serving from the highest in the land to the lowest. Sir, there is no work 
done by Government in which the help of the village chaukidar is not 
required. He is an important limb of the public service of Bengal but 
about his conditions of service nobody in the land takes any care. Sir, in 
these days of high inflation he gets a pay of only Rs. 8s 9 or 10 a month, 
and he has got to serte so many masters that he gets no opportunity to 
follow any other trade or profession or even his own profession of agricul- 
ture. But he has got to maintain himself and his family and serve the 
public and the Government at the same time. Unless and until his condi- 
tion of service is improved and his pay increased we cannot expect anything 
good or better to be rendered by the village chaukidar. When we ask the 
Government abput the “Grow More Food” campaign, about death statistics, 
about famine statistics, the reply from the Government is that all the 
statistics are primarily supplied by the village choukidars who are illiterate 
and who have not got that capacity to furnish accurate statistics. We 
always lay the blame on the village choukidar but never try to improve the 
condition of the tillage choukidar, to give him adequate pay, to recruit 
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proper men for the service, to give him any training for the services ^rhich 
are requisitioned from them. The circumstances as they prevail in the case 
of the services of the village choukidar certainly affect our administration 
in the greater sphere too. 

The village ckaukidar has to labour from morning till evening and from 
evening till daybreak. Never a day passes, never a night passes on which 
some sort of criminal acts are not committed in the village. At once the 
village chaukidar’s services are requisitioned. He has to come to the place 
of occurrence, collect facts as much as possible, then run to the thana officer 
which may be 10 or 12 miles off. Then if the crime be a serious one he has 
to accompany the Daroga Babu to the place of occurrence and have to work 
all day till the Daroga Babu remains there, but nobody takes any notice 
vhether the village chaukidar has taken any food or whether he has any 
other duty which has been left uncared for and which he has left in a hurry. 
Then, it is not only the Daroga Babu but all other officers — whether the 
Circle Officer or the Subdivisional Officer or the District Magistrate — who 
tour in a village, it is the village chaukidar whose assistance is first required 
and without whose assistance they cannot travel practically and execute 
their primary duty in the village. (Mr. Santosii Kumar Basu : What 
about standing guard on railway lines?) I have already said he has to serve 
from the lowest to the highest in the land, but his condition of service 
remains the same as it was before and nobody takes any care about him. 
Then there is no arrangement for his proper training or for his comfort. I 
submit that in order that we may improve the village administration, the 
man responsible primarily should be adequately paid, properly trained and 
his condition of service sufficiently improved. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as I listened to the 
speech of the Deputy leader of the Congress Party, my memory was carried 
to the days of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and Mr. C. R. Das, to the years 1922- 
29 when from the Congress benches we listened to the stereotyped speeches 
about reduction of expenditure, separation of the judiciary and the 
executive and various other complaints of a similar nature. 
(Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: All those reforms completed? Have you 
achieved all that?) Much water has flown down the Ganges since then and 
conditions are so different at the present time that to talk of retrenchment 
of expenditure and expenditure on nation-building departments seems to be 
divorced from all realities. 

Sir, at the present, time, specially during the year under review, the 
Government of Bengal has been spending such vast sums of money for the 
amelioration of the condition of the people, for giving relief to the people 
that to talk of curtailment of expenditure at the present time seems to be 
extremely out of place. The other day the Education Minister made a 
commitment which will alone amount to something like Bs. 30 to 40 lakhs 
for reilef to the teachers of secondary schools, primary schools, madrassahs 
and tols. (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: It is still a promise.) When this 
Government makes a promise, it means it is going to be given effect to. It 
is aot like the previous Government, 
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Sir, in this budget we have provided Rb. 5 lakhs for the Scheduled 
Castes and we have given an undertaking that it is going to he a recurring 
grant. Large sums of money are being spent in providing relief to the 
areas where there have been epidemics (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: In 
providing jobs also.) and Rs. 30 to 40 lakhs or even more, I think, is going 
to be spent for one commitment of Government, via., converting subdivi- 
sional and district hospitals into Government hospitals and taking entire 
charge of them. That was one of the demands of the people. Wherever 
you went into the rural areas, into the mofussil, the one demand was 
‘Tmprove the condition of our hospitals*'. We have undertaken that and 
we hope we shall very soon improve the hospitals in the mofussil areas. 

Sir, talking about the separation of the judiciary and the executive, 
from my own experience 1 feel that this is one of the reforms that should 
he undertaken by Government, but I am sure the. House will agree with me 
that it is not a reform that can be undertaken at the present time, specially 
when the war is on. However, we have started to a certain extent on this 
scheme of separation of the judiciary and the executive (Dr. Naunaksha 
Sanyal: As is evident from the Pollard case). The appointment of law- 
yer-magistrates or temporary magistrates — the designation which we have 
given them — will to a certain extent fulfil that purpose because these magis- 
trates will he called upon entirely to decide cases and unless we are very 
hard pressed and if wv find them qualified, other duties will not be 
entrusted to them.. We have decided dealing with cases with the sole aid 
of these temporary Magistrates (Mr. Dhihendra Nath Datta : Why 
temporary then?) Because the scheme at present is temporary and if it 
succeeds and if it is found that it works well, there iH every prospect that 
it may he made permanent, but at the present moment it has been done not 
with a view to separate judiciary from the executive but to meet the emer- 
gency that has been caused by the dearth of officers and the great strain 
that has been put on the officers of Government at the present time. 

Sir, in his speech Mr. Datta, the Deputy Leader of the Party, and, I 
believe, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, both these gentlemen dealt w T ith the 
appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries. The trouble with these gentle- 
men is and I find generally that the fault of the members of the Opposition 
is that they forget what they have said in the past or what their party 
members have done in the past. (Mr. Dh teen nit a Nath Datta : Our 
party ?) Oh yes. I may remind the Deputy leader that when the 
Congress Ministries formed their Government in the various provinces, in 
every one of them they appointed Parliamentary Secretaries. (Mr. JoGRkh 
Ohandea Gupta : What was their salary ?) Their salaries were commen- 
surate with the salaries of the Ministers. I do not want to dwell on that 
point at any length. But on the question of principle of appointment of 
Parliamentary Secretaries, the Congress Assembly party ought to be the 
la»t one to criticise this Government as the party to which they belong baa 
everything to do with the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries and 
every one of those Ministries had a large number of Parlrmentary Secretaries. 
(Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: Financial implication is objected to and not 
the principle.) 

Now, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed has also dealt with this question at length. 

I am reading a speech ol the then Chief Whip of his party, namely, 
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Mr. Sanyal, when Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed belonged to the Opposition 
Group, I believe, and also when his party was supporting the then Govern- 
ment. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Quoting scriptures? (Laughter.) 
“Sir, we want to have our ^Parliamentary Secretaries, because we want to 
extend the function of the Cabinet. We want to keep our Ministers in 
daily touch with all parties both withia and outside the House. Sir, it is 
purely a question of making our Coalition Party democratic, so that Govern- 
ment may function on proper lines” and so on and so on. The question was 
not as to whether it was right or wrong but the question was whether it was 
necessary to have Parliamentary Secretaries in order to make Government 
more democratic. I may remind the members of the Opposition that the 
number of Parliamentary Secretaries appointed was 17— the number against 
which the honourable members opposite have so vehemently protested. 
(Mr. J0GE8H Chandra Gupta: What about 117 Parliamentary Secre- 
taries !). It will be found thut in all democratic system of Government 
appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries and their functions and duties 
are well-defined. Their services ure necessary. It is not possible for the 
Ministers to conduct their ordinary duties without the assistance of Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries. I may remind the old members of the House, I mean 
those who belonged to the old Bengal Legislative Council, that even during 
the days of the Executive Councillors and the then Ministers, they used to 
have their Secretaries, Joint Secretaries and Deputy Secretaries to assist 
them in the House in connection with questions and answers and debates. 
When it was decided to do away with official representation in the House, 
the only way this gap could be filled up was by means of the appointment 
of Parliamentary Secretaries. It is a recognised thing. There is no Gov- 
ernment. in any part of the world where democratic system obtains and where 
you have no Parliamentary Secretaries, and yet the honourable members 
think that they have got a good point because we have appointed 17 
Parliamentary Secretaries. Actually we have appointed one Parliamentary 
Secretary for each Minister and four to act, as Whips. There is no excess 
number of Parliamentary Secretaries. In the Punjab according to 
Mr. Sanyal they have got 6 Ministers uud 18 Parliamentary Secretaries. 
So I think the House will now be convinced that (Maulvi A nr Hossain 
Sarkar : One Pakistan following another !) at least this attack has been 
misfired. (Laughter from the Coalition benches.) 

Mr. Atul Chandra Sen has raised two points. One of them is about the 
lack of answers from Government to questions that have been put. Here 
again I am ready to join issue with the Opposition. It may be that some 
questions have not been answered, but the number of questions that we have 
replied to bears a much larger percentage than any previous Government 
have done (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Question.) Some questions in the 
Home Department have unfortunately Wen held up, because I wanted to 
issue a statement and then answer those questions with reference to that 
statement. Owing to my being very busy, 1 have no time to look up the 
statement which is ready and I hope within the next week that statement 
will be issued to the press and published and after that most of the ques- 
tions that are pending in the Home Department will be ready for leplies 
and will be sent to the Assembly (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : What about 
Civil Supplies Department P) Often a very large number of questions are 
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sent to the Home Department while actually those questions are the concern 
of the other Departments and naturally that causes delay. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: That is the channel to send out questions to others.) Sir, as far 
as possible I think we are answering questions and apart from the Home 
Department I do not think there are many questions pending with the other 
departments (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyaj. : What about Civil Supplies 
Department ?). 

With reference to the question about some deaths in the Dacca Jail I 
want to say, as far as my information goes, there is no death of security 
prisoners beyond the one mentioned, viz., one person who died of small- 
pox. Had there been any other deaths, people would have got information. 
In any case they would require us to have a special enquiry made and as 
soon as I hear from Dacca I will be in a position to give information to the 
House. 

Now I shall come to the point raised by Mr. Giasuddin on the question 
of abolition of nominations. This is one of those things which we on our 
side also want as much as the members of the Opposition side, namely, to 
do away with nomination. If the honourable members think that it is any 
advantage to Government I would like to disabuse their minds. 

It gives us more trouble, gives us more work and leads to more dissatis- 
faction than anything else and we are just as anxious ns they are to do away 
with nomination. (Mr. Jouksh Chandra Gvfta : Then, do it!) But the 
difficulty is this. (I)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal: You have to distribute 
patronage.) When Dr. Sanyal will come here, he will know. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: I have seen that) I am afraid most, of his 
information is as usual wrong. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: What about 
Jiaganj Municipality ?) There was no question of patronage. It was a 
question of choice between two persons as to who should be the Chairman. 
Both had equal claims and it was a question of making choice. 
(Dj*. Nalinaksha Sanyal: You override the decision of local officials!) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. We 
listened to gentlemen opposite most patiently. If they go on interrupting 
like this, won’t you stop them? I want you to use your power against 
them. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope there will he no more interruption. 

Tha Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When our friends opposite 
ask Government to do away with nomination, they don’t realise the various 
problems that will have to be solved before nominations are done away with. 
Adequate representation of minorities, particularly of the Scheduled Castes, 
is one of the important questions that must be taken into consideration 
before nominations are done away with. There are two or three points in 
this connection. You can do without nomination and give adequate 
representation to minorities if everybody is agreed to have separate elec- 
torates. (Mr. aJogesh Chandra OurTA : Why?) (Cries of “Question, 
question” from the Opposition benches.) I knew that that would be tbe 
cry raised from there. (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I request honourable members not to interrupt the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. 
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The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the most adequate way 
so far recognised of giving representation to minorities is by means of 
separate electorates. (Cries of “Question, question” from the Opposition 
benches.) If you are not to have that, then there is the question of reser- 
vation. The majority of the people will not prefer the latter because it 
gives doubtful representation, extremely doubtful representation, to 
minorities and my honourable friends know that, and yet say “yes”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Bet •ause that is an absolute truth. 
Why not have joint electorates? (Interruption.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal you have interrupted so many times in 
the course of one speech. I hope there will be no more interruptions. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so as far as the 

Muslims and Hindus are concerned. What about the Scheduled Castes? 
If they do not get adequate representation, the Muslims of West Bengal 
may be ready to sacrifice themselves for the Muslims of East Bengal. But 
what are you going to do to protect the Scheduled Castes? (Interruption.) 
I should like to hear the views of the members of the Scheduled Castes 
sitting on the benches over there, what they think about it and whether 
they agree to it. Tt is very easy to say — I am not canvassing: I am only 
pointing out the difficulties which we have to face — it is very easy to suggest 
that we can do away with nomination, but before it is done, we have to 
meet these difficulties. Tt must be remembered when member after member 
gets up to speak, that this Government lias only been in office for the last 
ten months. Don’t mix us lip with those who were here before. It makes 
a great deal of difference. There might have been Ministers who sat on 
this question for tw f o years or more. But it was not the present Minister 
nor the present Ministry. 

I may point out in this connection that the Local Self-Government 
Department und the Public Health Department have had a most trying 
time during the last six months and in this connection I would also combine 
my reply to the eutmotion of Sir Henry Birkmyre and his criti- 
cism about the delay in bringing forward the Howrah Improvement 
Trust Bill. I would like the honourable members to realise when w T e came 
to office that in the Public Healtli and Local Self-Government Department 
there was only one Secretary with an Assistant Secretary and most of his 
office w’as at Rajshahi. It was extremely difficult to carry on with the 
heavy work in the Department. There was a great deal of delay in getting 
files from Rajshahi and dealing with them especially in the absence of the 
Secreturv. The first thing we took up was to insist on getting more 
secretarial assistance. After we had got that, we were immediately faced 
with the difficulties of the Calcutta Corporation and secondly, with the 
serious epidemic all over Bengal and naturally precedence had to be given 
to fighting the epidemic in Bengal. Honourable members know that by 
the grace of God we have been able to achieve a certain amount of success 
S in that respect. If you now go to any part of the mufassal, you will not 
h#ar of any complaint about the distribution of quinine. One great thing 
hits bean achievd. (Cries of “Question, question” from the Opposition 
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benches.) Honourable members may question, but I know it is a fact. I 
have been to a number of districts recently and I have met representatives 
of all parties and all sections and communities. (Interruption.) 

Mr. RADHA NATH DA8: In Jangipur thana there is no quinine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be that there are 
one or two spots in the province where quinine has not reached, but the 
arrangements that have been made are admittedly satisfactory and one 
does not hear of any complaint about it. 

(Cries of “Question, question” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Many people are dying for want 
of quinine. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Such wild statements can 
only be made by Mr. Sanyal and nobody else. (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am talking about the 
present. I am not talking about the time when there was a scarcity. As 
my friends are finding it very inconvenient, I will leave that question. 
Coming to the Howrah Improvement Bill, I have pointed out the difficulties 
we have had. The Public Health Department has been very heavily worked, 
and particularly the Secretaries, the three of them, at one time were all ill. 
But we are going to take this up. We hope Jnsha-AUuh we shall be able 
to publish the Bill by the middle of May. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Kadhunath Das raised the question of grievances of the 
Scheduled Caste community. Sir, 1 will not take much time of the House 
over this point, but 1 can say this much that what we have done for the 
Scheduled Caste community, no other Ministry, no other Government in 
any part of India has ever done for them. Mr. Edhar sits over there, but 
he forgets what representation the Scheduled Castes have in the present 
Ministry of Bengal. I claim and maintain that the wav in which we are 
giving advantage to the Scheduled Caste people in the matter of appoint- 
ments in accordance with the Communal Ratio Rules can really leave 
nothing to be said. \ am prepared to admit that the Scheduled Castes are 
not getting the full benefit of the Communal Ratio Rules, hut the difficulties 
are insuperable. Nevertheless we are following the Communal Ratio Rules 
very strictly. But when the Public Service Commission do not send names, 
we cannot appoint jH*ople who are not recommended. 

Then, Sir, this Government has been aocusod of favouritism and nepotism 
and of not following the Communal Ratio Rules. I maintain, the facts are 
just the reverse. Let us take the case of temporary magistrates or lawyer 
magistrates. There was a possibility of pressure being put from all sections 
and of recommendations from both Hindus and Muslims to get particular 
candidates appointed. As a rule it is the policy of this Government that 
they keep to themselves the right to choose from amongst names that have 
been put up by the Public Service Commission on the principle that the 
Public Service Commission is only a recommending body and not "an 
appointing authority. They are to recommend certain names from which 
appointments are made. We do not accept the proposition that the order of 
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merit, in the case of lawyer magistrates, should be accepted by Government. 
In the case of lawyer magistrates I told my colleagues in the Cabinet and 
the members of our party that I was not going to deviate from the recom- 
mendation of the Public Service Commission and that the order of priority 
would be strictly followed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yon will procure recommendations 
from the Public Service Commission ! (Loud cries of protest from the 
Coalition benches.) In how many cases do you want such examples? 

Tha Hon’bl* Khwaja 8>r NAZIMUDDIN: It is a compliment, but Dr. 
Sanyal manufactures a statement which has got no truth behind it. There 
is not a single case which has been referred to the Public Service 
Commission . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, 1 will produce evidence as 
to on how many occasions you have flouted the recommendations of the 
Public Service Commission. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, so far as the appoint- 
ments of lawyer magistrates are concerned, we have not been able up till 
now to strictly follow the Communal Rutio Rules and the order of priority 
sent by the Public Service Commission. Ilere also there has been some 

misunderstanding (Dr. Nalinaksju Sanyal: That is a new 

reference.) because certain names have been published and not the 

full quota of persons that are going to be appointed, the reason being that 
we are in a hurry due to the fact that there is complete shortage of officers 
and every Commissioner, Collector and Suhdivisional Officer are crying for 
assistance. A number of posts are vacant. Cases are accumulating and 
wmrks cannot be carried on, and the one way in which we can gi\e relief 
in this matter is by the appointment of these lawyer magistrates. We are 
trying to expedite these appointments and therefore as the cases are ready 
for appointment we publish their names. And in this instance we are 
making these appointments strictly on the basis of the two advertisements, 
one of which prescribed the age-limit between <10 and 45 and the other 
between 40 and 45. 

Sir, as far as the question of favouritism is concerned, we have taken 
scrupulous care not to be pressed by individuals. I do not mind confessing 
that w r e do receive recommendations from many quarters and we also feel 
that Muslims and Scheduled Castes should get their fair share in the 
services according to the policy laid down by the Government. We also 
want to see that these appointments are made according to Government 
policy. We are not interested in individuals. We do claim the right to 
protect the interest of all communities and see that justice is done irres- 
pective of caste and creed, and I do not think that any case can be cited 
in which there has been any deliberate injustice done to any community 
whatsoever. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: We are convinced! 

Tilt Hon’bto Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a question of being 
convinced : it is a question of fact. I do not mind whether I have been 
able to convince anybody or not. Nobody can make a horse drink when it 
i» unwilling to drink. 
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Now, Sir, I come to the question that has been raised by Mr. Sas&nka 
Sekhar Sanyal, and in that connection I will also meet the points that have 
been raised by Dr. Sanyal about communal harmony. Since we have been 

here by the Grace of God (Rai Hakendra Nath Ohaudhuri : Not by 

the Grace of God but by the grace of Sir John Herbert.) we have been 

able to maintain communal harmony. T do not like to boast, but- I may say 
this much that at the present time the communal feeling 1 in Bengal is far 
better than it has ever been before, and there is mutual co-operation. 
Mr. Sanyal referred to a particular incident about the Nimtita immersion 
case. In this connection 1 would like to tell the House the present policy 
of the Government about music before mosque. We have decided to 
observe the policy laid down in 1920. This has now been accepted by the 
people and practically throughout the province processions are being taken 

out on the basis of that policy (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Question !) 

and we have this advantage that during the regime of Dr. Syama- 

prasad Mookerjee when he was in office for 1C> months, it had received his 
approval also. 

Now, any deviation from that policy without an agreement by all 
parties is bound to lead to serious communal situation in Bengal. T would 
appeal to my friends not to raise this issue but to accept the thing which 
has been practically recognised now by people all over. Every year at 
least, or rather over 10,000 processions are taken out and it is only in one 
or two instances where you have disputes, and the policy that we have decid- 
ed to follow in such cases is, irrespective of whether the aggrieved I arty are 
Muslims or Hindus, that they must carry out the decision of the local officers 
on the spot. The> ha\c a right of appeal to the District Magistrate, then a 
right of appeal to the Commissioner and ultimately to the Local Government. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhui Sasy\l: When no decision is given, then hold it 
up.) Sir, Mr. Sanyal knows ver\ well that they have not followed the 
steps that we have laid down and he wanted to have u short-cut and come to 
the Government straight;! wa\ and get something done which this Govern- 
ment is not prepared to do. That is just what we want to avoid influential 
men coming and getting a decision from Government by means of their 
influence. We want you to go and appeal to the District Magistrate; if 
you are not satisfied, go to the Commissioner; if you are not satisfied, come 
to u«. Our decision will be final, whether it is against or for nobody can 
tell. (Dr. Nalinaksha S\xy\l: But if the officers frustrate the compro- 
mise.) Therefore, I feel, Sir, that the policy that we are pursuing as 
regards this vexed question of music before mosque is going to lead to 
communal harmony and avoidance of trouble and I hope that Muslims and 
Hindus will accept this and help us in maintaining our present policy. 

Sir, some of the members have attacked individual officers. This, in my 
opinion, is unfair, as if any subordinate officer has been guilty of any 
misconduct, they can bring it to the notice of the Magistrate, Commissioner 
and ultimately to the Government, f Sri jut Narenijea Nath Dan Gitpta: 
They do not even recognise this.) T consider that if kfagistrates and 
Commissioners and Local Government do not find anything wrong, then 
that officer is right. (Laughter.) 

Sir, as far as the question of choukidars is concerned, we realise that 
theirs is a hard lot, and at one time the Government contemplated making 
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extensive amendments in the Choukidari Act. There were financial impli- 
cations in it and it also meant imposition of certain' taxation on the 
Calcutta Corporation and other municipalities of Bengal. Since we have 
jtaken office we have had not the time to go into this question. We have 
been very busy with famine and the aftermath of famine and the honour- 
able members must realise that this is one of the things which must have 
our prior attention. Rehabilitation and dealing with problems that have 
followed in the wake of famine are the first concern of the Government. 
All our officers, both in the Secretariat and in the mofussal, are busy with 
these problems and it is not possible to take up difficult and complicated 
problems of this character, until and unless we have been able to settle down 
properly and have put rehabilitation schemes on their legs. But here and 
there we have given relief. In Midnapore after the floods the chaukidars 
have got relief to the extent of 1 lakh and 90 thousand rupees. 
(Dr. Namnak.sha Sanyal: For efficiently burning the houses.) In 
Chittagong, Comilla and Feni, they have got some special allowance and 
there is a proposal to give them a very small relief immediately, but I may 
mention that if we increase their pay by one rupee on the existing basis the 
cost of the Provincial Government will be to the extent of 9 lakhs of rupees. 

Dr. Sanyal has also raised the question of collective fines. After we 
took office there werj» only two or three cases of imposition of new collective 
fines. Most of them have been realised and it was not a live issue during 
our time. Had it been so I would oertaiuly have looked into it and tried 
to deal with the thing properly. But I maintain that very small fines were 
levied during our term of office and excepting one case which be has 
mentioned, that of Dinajpur, where one individual made an appeal, there 
was hardly anything to be done. All that was done had been practically 
done in the time of tbe old regime and it was not a live issue and it is not 
a live issue now, and I believe there is hardly any likelihood of any collec- 
tive fines being imposed in future. 

Sir, I am reminded of the recent Japanese attacks in the Arakan area. 
The onslaught that has been made by the Opposition tbe other day and the 
jubiliation and the reports circulated and the propaganda that has been 
made remind me veiy much, as I said before, of a recent attack by the 
Japanese in the Arakan areu. I sometime listen to the Saigon radio. I 
do not know if my friends opposite do, hut they gave one to understand that 
after their attacks the entire Allied Army is going to surrender and they 
will be in Chittagong. Actually Buthidaung has been captured by the 
Allies and the Japanese are in full retreat. By the grace of God we are 
safe. Our reinforcements are arriving and the Opposition will be routed 
in the similar munner. (Applause from Coalition Benches.) 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and a division called while the 
division bell was ringing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I must be fair to all concerned. It 
will be better if members of the Opposition go back to their own seats and 
members of tbe Government side also resume their seats. Mr. Zaman and 
•Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, please go back to your own seats. 
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(Loud and continuous uproar.) 

(At thk stage the House was adjourned for half an hour.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. KIRAH 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, before you proceed with 
the voting, because that is what T suppose is your intention, may I make 
one submission? Unless Mr. Nooruddin makes an unqualified apology for 
having assaulted a member of this House we shall not allow the voting to 
take place this evening. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, already the rules of business 
have been broken, because this House stood adjourned at your instance after 
division had been claimed and the doors left open. After division had 
been claimed, it is possible that many members had gone away. In the 
circumstances, Sir, before amends, full amends, are made and an unquali- 
fied apology is tendered by Mr. Nooruddin, brother-in-law of Sir 
Nazimuddin, we are not going to allow the voting. (Uproar.) 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I rise to try if I can to bring peace in 
the midst of so much disorder. There is nothing to be afraid of me. I am 
not fit for pugilistic feats with a had left arm, but I think it my duty, 
rather an unpleasant one, to say that the disgraceful incident which we 
noticed a few minutes ago is only the culmination of a scries of such 
occurrences which have been taking place in the lobbies, outside the 
legislature and practically all over the city. I do not wish to say anything 
which will raise controversy, but I have noticed two incidents which would 
show how much our parliamentary instincts have become utterly demoralised 
in our fight for securing as many \otes as possible for the parties we 
represent. As a matter of fact, we are not honestly discharging our duties 
if we try to force opinions on other people either for or against particular 
questions. Yesterday, I noticed one member of the Scheduled Castes was 
leaving the House and was going home. Two Parliamentary Secretaries 
immediately pounced upon him as a falcon pounces on its prey. (Inter- 
ruption.) I have not mentioned names. I am only saying — though I do 
not say that this has been done with the approval of the Ministers or of the 
Government party — this is how things are going on. lie was hustled into 
the room and one Parliamentary Secretary sat on each side of him. Today 
the same thing happens. 

Now, Sir, so far as this incident is concerned I was sitting here, and I 
cannot vouch for what had actually taken place, but I noticed that one 
member of the House who had always voted with us, with the Opposition, 
and who has come to attend the session today on our invitation and voted 
on the last occasion with us was sitting on the last row of the benches 
generally occupied by the members of the Ministerialist party. I noticed 
Mr. Zaman going up to him and I have it from him that all that he said 
was that he being a member of the Opposition should take his seat with the 
other members of the Opposition. (A voice: He was dragging him.) 

In conclusion I would say what is most unfortunate is that several 
members of the Government party from the farthest end of the room rushed 
to the scene of disturbances. As a matter of fact, my esteemed friend, 
14 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


| 17th Ma&ch. 


m 

Mfr. Nooruddin, who happens to be a brother of the wife of the Chief 
Minister, gave a blow or assaulted Mr. Zaman. Upon that there was an 
indiscriminate assault. There is a feeling in this House to show our 
resentment in various ways, but I have appealed to them not to allow any 
disturbance but to allow the proceedings to go on. My own feeling is that 
I have got to consult my friends, the leaders of the various groups as to 
what should be our duty towards the proceedings of the Budget Session in 
view of what has taken place tonight, and in view of what has been taking 
place for several days, weeks and months past. 

Now, Sir, it has been suggested that Mr. Nooruddin should apologise. 
That is a matter of detail. Whether he will do it or not I do not know. 
If he does, that is an end of the matter. If he does not, then we reserve to 
ourselves the right of announcing our policy tomorrow. (Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed: Why not tonight P) I do not know if you can do it tonight. 
All these things have got to be decided in cool moments and not in a heated 
atmosphere. Therefore, I say, so far as we are concerned, we reserve the 
right to come to a decision as to what should be the policy and attitude of 
the Opposition towards the proceedings of the present Budget Session. The 
Government may pride itself on the fact that it commands at the present 
moment a majority. (Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed : With the help of the 
Europeans.) With or without Europeans, because the European votes have 
got to be counted and we cannot ignore them. But we know how that 
majority is composed. In spite of all that, we have not got the slightest 
intention of obstructing the proceedings unless we are forced to do so either 
in vindiction of our rights or as a signal proof of our feelings towards the 
manner in which the members of the Government are discharging their 
duties. Now, so far as the present incident is concerned, if Mr. Nooruddin 
has got any statement to make lie should certainly make that, and if neces- 
sary I will make a further statement after he has made his statement. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: After you gave your ruling Mr. Zaman did not 
go to his seat and he was asked to go over to the other side of the House, 
lie was found to be dragging a member. 1 then went to help mu members 
there. As soon as 1 arrived there Mr. Zaman pushed me (cries of “No., no” 
and “Lie, lie’* from the Opposition Benches) and \ou must have seen that. 
It was Mr. Zaman who gave me the push first and I gave him a blow. 
(Interruption.) I apologise to you, Mr. Speaker, and through you to the 
House for my share iu the disturbance that was created in the House. I feel 
that Mr. Zaman also should apologise. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Zaman, are you willing to make any statement f 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDUJA : He is the aggrieved person and he will cer- 
tainly make a statement. 

Mr. SARTOS H KUMAR BASU : Mr. Zaman could not understand what 
Mr. Nooruddin said. It has to be explained to him and that is the difficulty. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I shall explain to him in Bengali ; 

VtT rfc** sfcn SRT I 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : /p5t*tR5 TCTfol I wf J r ffolri l 

•BCTtsm JrttTT TCT Hw r I *fMf% order fwc*R “go to your seats”. 

Mtft "Ntfr ’ftp ’ftoR ^ «rj wrwr wit 
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♦ttCTwm qicrer ftmtfrtft i ori 

^ OTJ fT t T’"* 1 * 1 n1m 5^ 4OT 'TOK* jfg TOP, | CJffspr frt- tSJC*t 

^tc^r “\5t$nr f% 5T5 ^ m | 

Mr, SPEAKER: ^rta Frft f%j *«»rc$ ^ ^ I 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, mfk C^tPT *|fB^ | 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have heard both sides. Mr. Nooruddin has apologised, 
i Several voices from the Opposition: To whom?) For the unpleasant 
incident that has taken place he has apologised to the Chair and to the whole 
House which includes Mr. Zaman. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, that will not satisfy u«. We want an 
unqualified and unconditional apology from Mr. Nooruddin to Mr. Zaman; 
otherwise we are not going to condone him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Badrudduja, lie lias already apologised. Let me 
explain. Will you please sit down? 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: He must apologise unconditionally. This 
Mr. Nooruddin rushed towards the Deputy Speaker in a threatening attitude 
and created another scene on a previous occasion. He must he made to offer 
an unqualified apology for ussaulting Mr. Zaman (cries of “No, no” from the 
Coalition Benches) and for having created a disgraceful scene in this House 
(loud noise from the Coalition as well as from the Opposition Benches)—— 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Will you kindly permit me, Mr. 
Badrudduja, just to say that when 1 was on my legs i did not expect this 
from the Mayor of Calcutta:' (Loud applause from the Coalition Bunches 
and cries of “Shame, shame" and “Withdraw, withdraw" from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, after all these 
attempts on the part of the Opposition lenders to culm down the temper of 
the House, it is disgraceful on the part of the Speaker of the House to side 
with one party of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you kindly allow me to explain myself? What 
1 meant is this^—not that 1 meant any reproach for you, Mr. Badrudduja 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You did 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Well, at that time when I was on my legs I asked you 
to sit down and I did not expect that you would still persist in speaking. 

If you still say that there Vas (At this stage there was loud noise from 

the Opposition as well as from the Coalition Benches.) 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, you must not only be the custodian of 
the rights and privileges of the House but I expect you to be the defender of 
the dignity of the House as well. I have not to learn rules of business or 
parliamentary or constitutional procedure in this House. May I appeal to 
you in the name <rf constitutional procedure that of all persons you should 
not have cast such reflection upon the Chairman of another House in this way. 

I am surprised to see that of all persons you, as Speaker of the House, should 
be lacking in parliamentary etiquette. (Cries of “Shame! shame !” and 
“Resign, resign” from the Opposition Benches.) 

14 a 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Mr. Badrudduja, will you please allow mo to explain— — 
(Ories of “No, we will not allow you to speak” and “withdraw” from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: As Chairman of another House 1 have been 
conducting meetings from day to day but I have never allowed such a dis- 
graceful scene in the Corporation to mar or tarnish the dignity of that House 
for one single day but have very often brought order out of confusion amidst 
the most trying circumstances. But under your regime here you have 
allowed Mr. Nooruddin to create a disgraceful scene before your very eyes. 
You have not risen to the height of the occasion, you have not risen to the 
gravity of the situation but you have allowed this disgraceful scene to be 
enacted much to the disgrace of this House and of this Legislature. You 
as the Speaker of this House have allowed its proceedings to be interfered 
with and tarnished by such disgraceful scenes as have happened here. I 
appeal to you in the name of the dignity of this House and in the name of 
the dignity of the constitution to withdraw the remark which you have just 
made. (Loud noise from both sides of the House.) 

Mr. ANANDI LAL PODDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I as Deputy Mayor ot 
the Calcutta Corporation bring this charge against you that you have cast 
certain serious reflections upon the Mayor of Calcutta which is quite 
unworthy of the position which you hold here. Was it befitting your high 
position as Speaker of this House to run away from the House like a coward 
leaving behind that ugly scene to take its own course after declaring the 
adjournment of the House!' Jf as a result of your fleeing away from the 
House any member had died as a result of injuries you would have been 
held responsible for that. (Cries of ‘‘Resign, resigV from the Opposition 
Benches.) 

Ml*. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, you have given :m unwarrant- 
ed admonition to the Opposition which we will not tolerate. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think I have been misunderstood. I never intended 
to cast any reflection on the method of conduct of business by the Mayor of 
Calcutta within his jurisdiction. All that I intended to state was that he 
must be conversant with the rules of business and, as such, I expected that 
when I was on my legs he should not insist on speaking. That was what 
I intended and that was what I wanted to convey. (Loud noise from the 
Opposition Benches.) If members take the attitude that even when the 
Speaker is on his legs every member has got the right to go on insisting on 
speaking aud go on speaking, then I think no business of the House can be 
conducted. As regards other reflections that have been made on me in this 
House today, I can only say that I have discharged my duty to the best of 
my knowledge and ability and according to the dictates of my conscience. If 
I have not fulfilled the expectations of this House I am prepared to resign 
tomorrow. (Cries of “No, no” from the Coalition Benches.) I cannot do 
anything better. That is all that is possible for me to do. I will consult 
the leaders of different groups and if the House so desires I will tender my 
resignation tomorrow. (Cries of “No, no” from both sides of the House.) 

Now, so far as the business of the House is Concerned there has been an 
apology from Mr. Nooruddin. The apology has been tendered. I have 
just tried to explain my position because my integrity and my honesty in the 
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discharge of my duties seem to have been challenged, but I still say that I 
am trying to do my duty according to my conscience and to the best of ray 
ability and according to the light that is within me. It is most deplorable 
that such a thing should have taken place. It reflects no credit on anybody : 
it does not reflect any credit either on the Government or on the Opposition 
or on the Speaker. But an apology has been tendered by Mr. Nooruddin : 
that apology has been tendered to the Speaker who is, according to conven- 
tion, the custodian of the rights and privileges and dignity of the House, and 
an apology has also been made to the entire House by Mr. Nooruddin : that 
apology includes an apology to any member in the House who is aggrieved. 
Therefore, I think that apology should be considered sufficient. 

If anything more is needed, I think the members concerned may shake 
hands after the business of the House is over. I think that will be the best 
thing that I can suggest for the consideration of this House. (Dr. Syama- 
riMSAD Mookerjee : Let him come and apologise.) I think it will be better 
if they shake hands. If they can do it here and now, that will be the best. 
H they cannot do it now, I think that can be done tomorrow or on any subse- 
quent date. (Mr. Sasanka Skkhkk S*nyal: Delay will take uway the 
grace. » I cannot force any member of this House to do any particular act 
or to proceed in a particular manner. 

T appeal to t lie Leaders of the House to make up this affair and I still hope 
that it should be made up here and now and in a minute. It is a simple 
thing. In our parliamentary life we ought not to harbour any grudge or any 
ill-feeling against each other. May I appenl to Mr. Bn«u to see that the two 
gentlemen shake hands? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I should be most happy if such a 
termination takes place of such an ugly affair. It is for Mr. Nooruddin to 
come half way and then Mr. Zaman will be too ready to sro and shake hands. 

f Mr. K. Nooruddin and Mr. A. M. A. Zaman then shook hands in the 
well of the House amidst loud applause.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, before you proceed, may I 
make one humble request? I believe you will realise that vour reference to 
Mr. Syed Badrudduja as Mayor was really uncalled for. Kven if you feel, 
as you have said, that Mr. Syed Badrudduja should not have stood up when 
you were on your legs, you might have said “it was a conduct not worthy of 
Mr. Syed Badrudduja" but to say "it was not worthy of the Mayor of 
Calcutta” was certainly far from your mind. I believe the happy termina- 
tion of this affair will be for you to withdraw this reference to the Mayor of 
Calcutta. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I never intended to cast any reflection upon the Mayor 
of Calcutta. That goes without saying. I think I made that abundantly 
clear and if there is the slightest misgiving about that even now, I again say 
I never wanted to make the slightest reflection upon Mr. Badrudduja as the 
Mayor of Calcutta. 

Let us proceed with the business of 'the House. I think I have to put the 
motion again. 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Bs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Bs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about — 

(i) the general policy of the Government, 

(■ it ) the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries, 

(hi) the corruption and bribery, 

( iv ) separation of judiciary from the executive, 

(i>) method of transfer of officers, 

(in) retrenchment, 

(nil) high pay of the superior officers and low pay of the lower grade 
officers, 

was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 95. 

Kaals, Mr. Niskitka Nat*. 

Lalilrl, Bali Asbatash. 

Maktik, MikiriJMlklriJa Bakalar Ulay Cbaal, if 
Barlwaa. 

Majl, Mr. Alwatta Kimar. 

Majamlar, Mrs. Hamaprava. 

Mantfal, Mr. Blral Okaalra. 

Maninizianan Islamabad, Maalana Ml. 

Mw|kul Masala, Mr. 

Maakarjaa, Dr. Syamaprasal. 

Makammal Atial, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvi tyal. 
Mshammad llrakim, Maalvi. 

Mabammal lalalmaa, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvi. 

Makarji, Mr Dkiraalra Marayaa. 

Makkarji, Dr. H. 0. 

Makkarjl, Dr. Sharat Okaalra. 

MalHck, Irijat Askatask. 

Mustafa All Daaraa, Maalvi. 

Naall, Makaraja Srtsabaalra, af Oasalaskaiar. 
Naakar, Mr. Mam Okaalra. 

Paal, Hr MaH laakar. 

Pallar, Mr. Aaaalllal. 

Pramaalk, Mr. Tartalckaraa. 

RaJIkaMla TaraMar, Maalvi. 

RamisaMa AhasaS, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaalra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrtakaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa taakar. 

Ray. Mr. Maamatka Natk. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Ray. Iklk Shtkharvsvrar, Kamar. 

OaaaaMak, Dr. 
laayaL Dr. Nattaakska. 
laayaL Mr. taaaaka ftakkar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaalra. 
laa, Mr. Dkiraalra Natk. 
laa, Jacask Okaalra, Dai Bakalar. 
taa-Rapta, Mrs. RsMa. 

•kaawaMs Akawl, Mr. 
tk ama a Hia Akawl KkmWkar, Mr. 

Sktausl Mala, Haataaa. 

•taka, Brflat Maaialra Bkaaaa 
Bar, Mr. M a raal r a Kamar. 

Tkakar, Hr. Pramatka Raa|aa. 

TtM Akawl Okaalksry, mm Na|L 
W attar Rakmaa, Maalvi. 

VMwal Mint 
Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 

LaR. 1 


AMal Maks, Mr. Mia. 

AMat MamM Ikak, Maalvi. 

AMal lakkar Palaraa, Mr. Ml. 

AMal Kaltr, Mr. (Mas Lai Mask). 

AMal MaJM, Maalvi |Myawasln|k). 

AMal Waksl, Maalvi. 

AMar Ranak, Maalvi. 

Aka Naasala larfcar, Maalvi. 

Aakaryya Okaalkary, Makaraja laakl Kaata, at 
Maktafaaka, Myawaaiagk. 

Akmal AH laayatpan, Kkaa Bakalar Maalaaa. 
Akmal Kkaa, Mr. tyal. 

Aalmallla Akawl, Mr. 

Ball Akawl Okaalkary, Kkaa BakMar Naji. 
BMraMaJa, Mr. lyM. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Praaiatka Matk. 

BaaarJL Mr. P. 

Bar at AIL Mr. Ml. 

Raima, Mr. Paapajlt. 

Barmaa, Mr. Vpaalra Natk. 

Rasa, Mr. laataak Kaaiar. 

Bkawmlk, Dr. BaMala Okaalra. 

Biswas, BaM Laksfcml Narayaa. 

Biswas, Mr. Oaraalra Nath. 

Ohattapalkyay, Mr. Hartpala. 

Okaalkart, Ral Maraalra Natk. 

DM, Daka RMkaaatk. 

Das Rapta, Dr. I. M. 

Das, Rapt*, Irtjat Maraalra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Dkiraalra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Maraalra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Oakamar. 

Datta Rapta, Mias Mira. 

Clbar, Mr. Vpaalra Natk. 

Paalat Mao, Mr. A. K. 

•Imaa, Mr. Atal Krlskaa. 

OtasaMla Akawl, Mr. 

RMam Rakkaal Akammal, MaahrL 
Daiam larvar MataM, Mr. tkak tyal. 

Dapta, Mr. lacaak Okaalra. 

•yatalilB Akmal Okaalkary, AlkaiJ. 

MaMkaMak, Ravil Bakalar k h at Daaaa. 

Namm AM Okawlkary, Mr. lytl. 

Maakam AM Kkaa, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvi. 

Mtta Akmal Mia, MaatvL 
lalUBMa Maakamy, Mr. tyal. 

Man, Ms. I. D. 

Isaak AM Majamlar, MatM. 
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Akiaf Asia. BaataM Mi. 

AMal Matt, Mr, Mint. 

AMal Mikas n, Mr. (Kkataa). 

AIM Hafcln, Maalvl (Mynaaaiagk). 

AMal Hafcln VHtranyari, Maalvl Mi. 

AMU HiaM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal iaMar, Maatvf. 

AMal Karin, Mr. 

Alial LaW Blaaraa, Maalvl. 

AMal Majli, Mr. lyM (Bask kail). 

AMal MalaMt Mam, Dr. 

Alial Wakal Kkaa, Kkaa talaiar. 

AMala-al MafcnaM, Mr. 

A Mar Ralataa, Kkaa BalMar A. F. m. 

AM ar Ralaiaa CMilgl, Mr. 

AMar BasskM Naknasi, Mr. 

AMar Raskaai, Maalvl Mi. 

AMar Raaf, Klaa BalMar Maalvl I. (Havrak). 
AMar Raaf, Kkaa BalMar Hal (Raagpar). 
AMai Ckakaai, Maalvl Mi. 

Alai Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Alai Maikln, Maalvl. 

Alai Htaala Aknai, Mr. 

AMI Masai, Kail. 

AMI Qaasaai, Maalvl. 

Akani All Mirika, Maalvl. 

AknM Nasala, Mr. 

Alfaiaiiia Aknai, Kkaa BalMar Maalvl. 
Aaiir All Mia, Maalvl Mi. 

Aawarat Aiiai, Kkaa BalMar Mi. 

AalM Hanala Kkaa, Kkaa BalMar Maalvl. 
Barna, tM Naa’Ma Mr. Prtmhari. 

Baraiaa, Bala ikyana Praia!. 

Birknyra, Sir Hsary, Bart 
Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Okakralarty, Mr. iatinira Natl. 

Okakrakarty, Bala Naraaira Karayaa. 
CMppsaiata, Mr. i. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Hal lain Aaakal Ckaaira. 

Das, Ral Call! KirH Bkasaa. 

Das, Mr. Maaaialaa. 

Dais, Bala DaMaira Natl. 

EniMal Hagaa, Kail. 

Farkat Baaa Kkaaaai, Bsgan. 

Failal Qaaiir, Kkaa BakMar Maalvl. 

Futar Ralaiaa, Mr. (Dasca). 

Fariar Rafcaiaa, Mr. (MyaMaaaiagk). 

BlaMlag, Mr. D.. C.I.I. 
tanas, Mr. R. A. 

taswanl, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Tatsl Ckaaira. 
Brifltks, Mr. C. 
tayta, Mr. 4. N. 

Baraag, Mr. Dankar llagk. 

HaBiaMla Ckaaikari, Maatvt 
ManMaMla Aknai, Kkaa lain. 

MaariNaa, Hr. K. A. 

Hastaa MarsBM, Mrs. M.B.C. 

NalanaRy ianMar, Kkaa lain Maatvi. 
Wa y wss i, Mr. Ragars. 

Maairy, Mr. Daafi. 

NlrtiaL Mr. M. A. F.. O.B.E. 


Haifa, Mr. N. R. 

Ispakaal, Mr. H. A. M., M.B.E. 

4a!aia4ila Aknai, tka Haa’Wa Kkaa Bakaiar Maatvt 
iasInaiMa Alani, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvt 
Kafclraiila KIm, Kkaa BakMar Maalvt 
Kuan AH Mina, taklkaaia Kawaa #ak lyM. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. A. 

Kanar, Mr. Atal Ckaaira. 

Latsk, Mr. Jaka. 

M syka r saa, Mr. t. F. 

MaBiaiMa Alani. ‘Dr. (Bagrat 
Msttviila Aknai, Kkaa tain Maalvl (Tlyyara). 
Maaial, Mr. Anrita Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Baaka Bakari. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Okaaira. 

Maaial, tka Naa’Ma Mr. Jagtaira Natl. 

Maaial, Mr. Krlskaa PrasM. 

MaairvMla Akkaai, Maalvl. 

Makanani All, Kkaa BakMar. 

Masltn AH Mallak, Maalvl M. 

Maianam Nag, Maalvl Mi. 

MakannM AMal Naliai, MaHa, Mr. 

MakannM Iskagaa, Maalvl. 

MakannM Israll, Maalvl. 

MakannM IMilgas. Kkaa BakMar Dr. lyai. 

Makar Jaa, tka Haa'lla Mr. Tarakaatk M. B. I. 
MalHsk, Mr. Makaaia Bakari. 

Matllak, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Falla Bakari. 

MaskarraB Maasaia, tka Naa'Ma Nawak, Kkaa BakMar 
* Matt agaw sal Magas, Mr tyai. 

NasaraHak, NawakiMa K. 

Naxlnaiila, tka Naa'Ma Kkwaja Hr, K.O.I.K. 
NssrsMia, Mr. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. M. R., M. B. C. 

PaJa, tka Hsa'Ma Mr. BarMa Prasaaaa. 

Fawall, Mr. i. A. 

Rataar Raknaa Kkaa, Mr. 

•MaraiMa Aknai, Mr. 

lafllraMla Aknai. NaJI. * 

Sakaka-Alan, Mr. lyai. 

lalln, Mr. I. A. 

larkar, Baka MMkasaiaa. 

% Sarajal Islan, Mr. 

Ikafcakaiila, tka Haa'kla Mr. Kkwgja, C.B.I. 

IkakaiaU, Mr. 

•lagka, Baka KskstraNatk. 

•iriar, Baka Utta Maaia. 

•klpwitk, Mr. W. K. 

Inart Mr. i. N. 

Inytk Oskaaras, Mr. D. t. 
dark, Mr A F. 

•akrawariy, tka Naa'Ma Mr. N. I. 

Msvsassa, Mr. R. A. N. 

Taarttaiita Kkaa, tka Naa'Ma Mr 
Tkarnaa, Mr. C. M. 

Watkar, Hr i. R. 

Watkar, Mr. W. A. M., C. B. K. 

Wkltakaai, Mr. R. B. 

Wariswartk, Mr. W. C., C.I.K. 

Vasal AH Ckaaik ar y, Mr. 

Zakar Aknai, Ckaaikary, MaalvL 


The Ayes being 95 and the Noes 123, the motion was lost. 

The motion pf Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Es. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra-' 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Es. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head u 25 — General Administration" be reduced by 
Ed. 100, was then put and loet 
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The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Re. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” 'be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Ashutosh Lahiri that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

(Sir Henry Birkmyre rose in his seat.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, at this stage no motion should he 
allowed to be withdrawn. If any motion is attempted to be withdrawn we shall 
go to vote. At this stage no speech is allowed ; only a point of order can be 
raised. If the honourable member wanted to speak, he ought to have done 
that earlier. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Sir, in view of the ample assurance given by 
the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leave has beey asked for bv Sir Henrv Birkmyre to 
withdraw his motion. Is there any objection ? (Cries of “Yes”, “yes” 
from the Opposition Benches and cries of “No”, “no” from the 
Ministerialist Benches.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. The European 
party* has been consistently supporting the Government and has been identi- 
fied with the Government party and so they should not he allowed to move cut 
motions, because it is the convention in this House that the Government 
party never moves any cut motions. It is the privilege of the Opposition 
to move cut motions. But here, Sir, the European party is moving cut 
motions and then trying to withdraw them at the end. I submit. Sir, 
that this is not permissible under the convention. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I am not called upon at this stage to give any 
derision on the point of order raised. 

This question that leave be granted to Sir Henry Birkmyre to withdraw 
his motion that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the 
head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put 
and agreed to. The motion was withdrawn. 

The motion of Babu Radhanath Das that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ramiauddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Es. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ramiiuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100. was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sanaullah that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for 
expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nuliuaksha Sanval that, the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” he reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put ami lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdur Huzza k that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, which was moved to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government to stop recital ot tin* Holy Quran in gramophone records, was 
then put and a division taken, with the following result: — 


AYES — M. 


AMal Hit*, Hr. Hi*. 

AMal Hamid that, HaaJvi. 

AMal daBBar Palwaa, Hr. Md. 

AMal Kator, Hr. (alia* Lai Heat). 

AMal HaJM, Maahri (Mymtaiia|b). 

AMal WaliM, Haalvi. 

AMar Raitak, Haalvi. 

AM Houaia Sarkar, Haalvi. 

Ackaryya Chaudhary, Hakaraja task! Kanta, at 
Haktafacka, Myminiinfb. 

AkaiM AH Enayitpari, Kkan BakMar Haalaaa. 
AkaiM Kkan, Hr. Syvd. 

Asimaddln AkiaM, Hr. 

BMi Ahmtd Chaudbnry, Kkan BakMnr HaJJ. 
BMrwddoja, Hr. lytd. 

BantrjM, Hr. PramatBa Natk. 

•aairji, Hr. P. 

Barat All, Hr. Md. 

Barm a. Hr. PaipaJIt. 

Barman, Hr. tlpandra Nntk. 

Bata, Hr. Bantaih Kamar. 

Bkawmlk, Dr. Babinda Chandra. 

Bltar at, BaM Laktkml Narayaa. 

Blnrat, Hr. Barandra Natk. 

OhattapMbyay, Hr. Harfpada. 

Ohaadbart, Rai Hartadra Natk. 

Dai, BaM Radhanatb. 

Oaa Bapta, Dr. d. H. 

Dai Bapta, tHJat Narandra Natk. 

Datta, Hr. Dkfraadra Natk. 

Dalai, Hr. Hartadra Natk. 

Datta, Hr. lakamar. 

Datta Bapta, Hin Hire. 

Edkar, Hr. Upaadranatb. 

Eartadal H—aa, Kail. 

Farial Hat, Hr. A. K. 

•Bata, Hr. Atal Krttfcaa. 

•l a w Mia AkmM, Hr. 

Btlam Rakkaai Ahammad, Haalvi. 

Bttam larwar Haaaiai, Hr. that lytd. 

Ba p ta, Hr. Hpi t Cbaadra. 

By— addla AkmM O k a a Sh ary, AIBadJ. 

Maft—aflcB, Batrak BakMar K., at Datta. 

Ha— n AN BBaardfcary, Hr. tyM. 

H-Bim AN Kkan, Kkaa Ba k Mar Haalvi. 

MrH AhaMtf MB. MhM. 

Mr.SlI.1. 

d— MB Ml ■B h- H f . OttM. 

KBaa, Mb DtBtaBrt US 


Kaada, Hr. NiiBItBa NatB. 

Lakirl, Baka AiBattik. 

HaktaB, MaBarajMhlraja Bikndar Uday Oh and, at 
Bardwaa. 

HaJI, Hr. Adaralta Kamar. 

Hajamdar, Mrs. Himaprtva. 

Mandat, Hr. Birat Obaadra. 

Maniranamaal lilamaMdi, Haalaaa Hd. 

M-bal Httain, Hr. 

HttkirjM, Dr. SyamapraiM. 

HakammM Altai, Kkaa BakMar Haatvi Ijrvd. 
HahammM Ikraklm, Haalvi. 

HakammM Salalmaa, Kkaa BakMar Haalvi. 
Hakvrjf, Hr. Dhlrvndra Narayaa. 

Hnkbtrji, Dr. H. 0. 

Hakbtrji, Dr. Ikarat Ohaadra. 

Mm Dick, Irijat Aihattik. 

Maitafa All Diaran, Haalvi. 

Nandy, Maharaja Irittkaadra, tf CtMimbaxar. 

Naikir, Mr Him Ohaadra. 

Panl, Hr Hart lankir. 

PMdar, Mr. AaandUai. 

Pramaaik, Mr. Tariniiharan. 

RaJIkaddln Tarafda r, Maalvi. 

Ramitaddia AkmM, Mr. 

Ray, Hr. Ohara Ohaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamatkrfihaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa lankar. 

Ray, Mr. Haamatka Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Rap, Iklk Bbakhartiwar, Kamar. 

•aaaallak, Dr. 

•aayal, Dr. HaNaaksha. 

•aayat, Mr. Ba—aka Mkhar. 

Saa, Mr. Atal Okaadra. 

Ha, Hr. Oklrtndra Natk. 

laa, dap— Ohaadra, Rai BakMar. 

Ma Bapta, Mr*. NalU*. 

Bhamiaddia Abawd, Mr. 

Ikam—Mla AkmM Kkandkar, Hr. 

•Nika, Irijat HaaNMn BBaa—. 

Bar, Hr. NarMBra Km—. 

TBMar, Hr. PramatBa Raajaa. 

Tm AkmM OMadB a ry, Haalvi NajL 
WaBar RaBmaa, HaaM. 

Vaaaat Hlrxa. 

T— i, Mr. A. I* A. 
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Akim Alls, MmIim Mi. 

Akial Miffs, Mr. Mine a. 

AM«I Hafcssm, Mr. (Kfcalaa). 

Akial Hakim, Maalvi (Mymsaiiagfc). 

Akial Hakim Vlkramparl, Mailvi Mi. 

Akial Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Akial iakkar, Maahrf. 

Akial Karim, Mr. 

AMal LaW Biswas, Maalvi. 

Akial Majid, Mr. lyai. (Nsakkall). 

Akial Motalak Malik, Or. 

Akialla-al Makmaai, Mr. 

AMar Rakmaa, Kfcaa Bakaar A. F. M. 

Afciar Rakmaa IMilgl, Mr. 

Akiar Rasafcli Makmaai, Mr. 

Akiar Raskasi, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiar Raal, Kkaa Rafcaiar Maalvi I. (Hswrafc). 
Akiar Raaf, Kkaa Bakaiar Ikak (Raagyar). 
AMai Ikakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akal Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Akal Masklm, Maalvi. 

Akal Masala Akmsi, Mr. 

Akal Masai, Kail. 

Akal Qaasam, Maalvi. 

Akmsi All Mrtika, Maalvi. 

AkiMi Masala, Mr. 

AHasaMla Akmsd, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvi. Mi. 

Aawaral Aslm, Kkaa Bakaiar Mi. 

Aalai Hassala Kkaa, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Barma, Iks Msn'kls Mr. Pramkart. 

Barmaa, Baka Ikyama Prasad. 

Blrkmyrs, Hr Nsnry, Bart. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Okakrakarty, Mr. iatlaira Natfc. 

Okakrakarty, Baka Naranira Narayaa. 

Oklppaaiais, Mr. i. W. 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Ral lahlfc Anukal Okaaira. 

Das, Ral laklk Klrlt Bkasaa. 

Oas, Mr. Msamakaa. 

Pass, Baka Oakaaira Natfc. 

Parkat Bias Kkaaam, Bsgam. # 

Fallal Qaailr, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 

Failar Rakmaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faalar Rakmaa, Mr. (Mymaaslafk). 

Rlaiiiag, Mr. D., O.I.K. 

•amas, Mr. R. A. 

Btswaml, tka Naa’kla Mr. Talsi Okaaira. 

BrIMtka, Mr. 0. 

Oapta, Mr. i. N. 

•araag, Mr. Damkar tiagk. 

MaffiaMla Okaaikary, Maalvi. 

Namiiaiila Akmai, Kkaa taklk. 

Hamlltsa, Mr. K. A. 

Naalaa Marskai, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Matsmally iamaiar, Kkaa tafclfc Maalvi. 
Naywaai. Mr. Regers. 

Maairy, Mr. David. 

NlrtiaL Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 


Haifa, Mr. N. R. 

'spakaal, Mr. M. A. M., M.B.E. 
ialalaiiia Akmai, tka Hes’kle Kkaa Bakaiar Hamm, 
iasimaiiis Akmai, Kkaa Bakaiar MaatvL 
Kakiraiiia Kfcaa, Kfcaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 

Kasam AN Mlrsa, lakfksaia Kawaa iafc lyai. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. Q. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Laisk, Mr. isfca. 

Mcpkarsea, Mr. B. p. 

Maflxaiiia Akmai, Dr. (Begra). 

Maffxaiila Akmai, Kkaa taklk Maalvi (Tippera). 
Manial, Mr. Amrtta Lai. 1 

Maaial, Mr. Baaka Bekari. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Okaaira. 

Maaial, tka Nea’kle Mr. iagaaira Natk. 

Maaial, Mr. Krlskaa Prasai. 

Maairaiiia Akkaai, Maalvi. 

Mskimmsi All, Kkaa Bakaiar. 

Maslsm All Mallafc, Maalvi M. 

Masammal Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

Makammai Akial Halim Malta, Mr. 

Makammai Iskagat, Maalvi. 

Makammai Israil, Maalvi. 

Makammai Siiiigve, Kkaa Bakaiar Dr. lyai. 
Muksrjaa, tka Hsa’kla Mr. Taraknatk, M. B. K. 
Mallick, Mr. Makaaia Bskary. 

Mulllck, tka Hen’Me Mr. Palla Bskary. 

Maskarraff Hsssain, tka Hea'kle Naval, Kkaa Bakaiar 
Nasarailak, Nawaksaia K. 

Naximaiiin, tks Hen’fcle Kkwa|a Sir, K.C.I.f 
Nsorwiiin, Mr. K. 

Narten, Mr. H. R., M. B. E. 

Pain, tka Naa’kla Mr. Baraia Pretaaaa. 

Paw all, Mr. 4 . A. 

Rasaar Rakmaa Kkaa, Mr. 
taiaraiiia Akmai, Mr. 
laflraiiia Akaiai, Haji. 

Sahsks Alam, Mr. lyai. 
laUm, Mr. I. A. 
larkar, Baka Maikasaian. 
larajal Islam, Mr. 

Ikakakadiin, tka Naa'kla Mr. Kfcwala, O.B.E. 
•kakaiall, Mr. 

Singfca, Baka Kskatra Natk. 
liriar, Baka Utta Maaia. 

Skipwitk, Mr. W. E. 

•mart, Mr. 4 . N. 

Imytk-Osbaaraa, Mr. D. fl. 

Hark, Mr. A. F. 

lakrawariy, tka Naa'kla Mr. M. I. 
ttavaasaa, Mr. R. A. H. 

Tamisaiiia Kkaa, tka Naa’kla Mr. 

Tkarmaa, Mr. 0. M. 

W altar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M., 0. B. I. 

Wkltsfcsai, Mr. R. B 
Wariswartk, Mr. W. 0., 0. 1. E. 

Yasaf AN Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zafcar Akmai Okaaikary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes beinjr 05 and the Noes 120, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Kui Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the demand of 
lls. 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head "26— General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
R». 1,40,13,000 for expenditure under the head ”25— General Adminiatm- 
tion” be reduced by R*. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Re. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced 
by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — Geueral Administration” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal that the demand ot Rs. 1,40,13,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration*’ he reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sj. Xuremlru Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 tor expendituie under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mr. 1\ Ranerji that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for 
expenditure under t lie head ‘‘25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P Banerji that the demand of Rs. 1,40,13,000 for 
expenditure undei the head “25 — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mr. Patirum Roy that ihe demand ot Rs. 1,40,13,000 for 
expenditure under the head “25— General Administration” he reduced by 
Its. 100. was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. rpendrn Nath Harman that the demand of 
Rs. 1 .40, 13,000 toi expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Radi Ahmed Chowdhury that 
the demand ot Rs. 1,14,13.000 tor expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 1,40,13,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration”, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 9-40 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 
18th March, 1944. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[18th Mabch, 


Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act , 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
18th March, 1944, at 10 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausheb Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Shortage of small coins in post offfoes. 

•178. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMBADI : <,/) 1b the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Depart- 
ment aware of the fact that purchase of postage stamps is difficult in post 
offices unless the buyer takes with him the requisite amount of small coins 
for the purpose as no change is available in post offices? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the Government of 
India regarding difficulties? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaj* 
Shahabuddfrl) : (n) I believe so, but T have no special information. 

(h) Currency is a Central subject. The matter is therefore for the 
Central Government to consider. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal has drawn the attention 
of the Central Government to this matter and asked for interference? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes 

Opening of relief kitchens by Government for relief of distressed people. 

•177. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing for the districts of Midnapore, Tippera, Noakhali, Barisal, 
Rangpur, Chittagong, Burdwan and 24-Parganas the approximate percentage 
of total population that — 

(t) have been rendered homeless; and 
(it) are without food by the — 

(1) recent floods, 

(2) last cyclone, 

(3) for evacuation, and 

(4) for other reasons? 
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(b) Is it a fact that the Government have started free kitohens in some 
of the districts of Bengal? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble Minister 
be pleased to state in respect of each of the districts referred to in (a)— 

(i) the number of such free kitchens; 

(w) the total amount of foodgrains required for all the kitchens; 

(iii) the amount of money spent per week ; 

(iv) the number of heads fed; and 

( v ) the quantity of food prescribed per head of — 

(1) an adult, and 

(2) a child? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of opening 
sufficient number of free kitchens in the affected areas of the Midnapore 
district? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) (i) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(ti) The information is not available. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) ( i ) to (ir) A statement showing the present figures and the correspond- 
ing maximum figures attained during the period of distress is laid on (the 
Table. 

(r) The quantity originally prescribed was 2 chittaks per head for all, 
hut subsequently it was raised to 4 chittaks per head. 

(d) The number of kitchens was increased according to needs. 

I —Statement referred to in reply to clause (a)(i) of starred question No. 177. 


Percentage of population rendered homeless by — 


District. 

Recent floods. 

Last cyclone. 

______ 

Evacuation. 

Other causes. 

Midnapore 

•09 

5 5 

14 

Nil. 

Tippers 

Nil 

Nil 

•15 


Noakhali 

Nil 

Nil 

Not available 

Not available 

Bak&rganj 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rangpur 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Chittagong 

Nil 

Nil 

Not available 

Not available. 

Burdwan 

2 to 5 

•125 

•45 

Included in 
column 2. 

24-Parganas 

Nil 

80 per cent, of 
police- 
stations 
Kagdwip 
and Sagore. 

1-4 
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Bailing gut polluted water from tanks in saline-affected areas of Midnapore 
and supply of sweet water. 

•ITS. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the flou ble Minister in 
charge^of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that water of most of the tanks in the saline-affected areas of the district of 
Midnapore, specially of the Unions Nos. 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 18, 19 of police- 
station Oontai, 4, 5, G, 8 of police-station Khedgree, 9, 10 of police-station 
Ramnagar, in the subdivision of Contai, and 7, 13, 14, 15 of pol ice-station 
Nandigram, in the subdivision of Tamluk, were polluted by the saline flood 
during the cyclone of the 16th October, 1942, and have been rendered useless 
for cooking and drinking purposes ? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the steps taken by the Government up to this time since the* 
reply given to unstarred question No. 45 on the 15th March, 1943, for the 
provision of sweet water in the saline-affected area — 

(») by way of sinking tube- wells in sufficient number; 

(ii) by way of bailing out polluted water from big tanks; 

(m) by way of excavating new tanks or re-excavating old tanks either 
belonging to kltas malm I or private owners; or 
(iv) by way of drawing up a comprehensive scheme to bail out the 
polluted watei from the sufficient number of village ponds and 
tanks as test relief work or b\ regular contract system before 
rains of 1943P 

(c) If the reply to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(t) sinking a good number of tube-wells where possible in the said area; 
(«) re-excavating all the khas mahal and big private tanks; and 
(Hi) bailing out the polluted water from at least 50 per cent, of the village 
tanks ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Yes 

(b) (?) In the Contai subdivision 4G new tube-wells were sunk and GO 
old tube-wells repaired and re-sunk and in the Tamluk subdivision 14 new 
tube-wells were sunk, 9 old tube-wells were re-sunk and 3 were chemically 
washed to make them useable. 

(ii) In the Contai subdivision the polluted water was baled out of 792 
tanks. 

(Hi) In the Contai subdivision 8 big refugee tanks were excavated and 
314 private tanks re-excavated. In the Tamluk subdivisioi 4 big refugee 
tanks were excavated and 6 private tanks re-excavated. 

(tt?) The baling out of polluted water from tanks in the affected areas 
and re-excavatipn of some of them were taken up in pursuance of a com- 
prehensive scheme of test relief works. Many more tanks are shortly to be 
taken up for re-excavation this year in the coastal areas under the Test 
Relief Scheme. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many tanks have been re-excavated within the area? 

The Hon’btft Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: It is already in the 
answer. • 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Was it done by private enterprise or 
by Government effort P 

The Hon’bli Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: By Government. 

Co-operative stores for distribution of ration and procurement of “aman” 

crop. 

♦17 a Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Itural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the names of co-operative stores which have been selected for distri- 
bution of ration in Calcutta and Howrah ; and 

(it) the amount of financial help, if any, given to each co-operative store 
by Government either as (1) subsidy, or (2) loan, or (d) credit? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether all such co- 
operative stores have received financial help from Government ? 

(c) If not, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of extend- 
ing financial help to such co-operative stores which have not yet got the 
same? 

(d) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state what steps the Co-opera- 
tive Department propose to take to help in the procuring of aman crop by 
Government ?i 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of encouraging 
the borrowers to repay their loans to co-operative credit societies in aman 
crop instead of cash wherever possible? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 6AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Jogpndra Nath Mandal): (a) (i) A list is laid 

on the Table. 

(u) Nil. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The co-operative stores have not asked for any financial assistance 
nor are Government aware that they require any. 

(<J) Instructions have been issued to Co-operative Societies to buy aman 
paddy and rice from both members and non-members in rural areas and 
deliver the same to the Chief Agents appointed by Government. This has 
been done in consultation with the Civil Supplies Department. 

(e) This is being encouraged. 



M&3 QUESTIONS. MS 

Lilt referred to in reply ehmot (a) (») of etarred question No. 179. 


Calcutta. 


Shampukur 

. . <1) People’s Co-operative Stores, 37, C. I. T., Bhupen 
Bose Avenue. 

Jorabagan 

(2) Ward II, People’s Co-operative Stores, 84, AheritoHa 
Street. 

Taltala 

.. (3) Caloutta Corporation Co-operative Stores, 10, 8. N 
Banerjee Road. 

Ooesipore 

. . (4) Jan&seva Co-operative Stores, Ltd., 29, Barrackpore 

Trunk Road, 

Maniktola 

. . (5) Shambazar People’s Co-operative Stores, Ltd., 12C, 
Radha Kanta Jew Street. 

Ballygunj 

. . (6) Ballygunj Consumers’ Co-operative Stores, 182, Rash- 

behari Avenue. 

(7) Calcutta Co-operative Stores, Ltd., 208/4, Rashbehari 
Avenue. 

Bhowanipur 

.. (8) Bhowanipore Co-operative Society, 23/1, Dwarkanath 

Road. 

(9) Corporation Co-operative Stores, 114/4, Hazra Road. 

(10) Mahar&shta Co-operative Stores, Ltd, 86/1/1, Beltala 
Road. 

Tollygunge 

.. (11) South India Co-operative Stores, Ltd., 6, Bepin Pal 

Road. 

Ahpore 

. . (12) United Friends Co-operative Stores, 20, Bridge Road. 

Watgunge 

. . (13) Kidderpore People ’w€o-operative Storee, Ltd., 70/1 A, 
Ekbalpur Road. 


HOWS AH. 

Nil. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there is one programme for the whole of Bengali 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of making one programme applicable to the 
whole of Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Hunger-strike by female security prisoners detained in Dina|pur Jail. 

MSS. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state* 
whether — 

(i) female security prisoners Mrs. Lilabati Roy, m.a., and others, 
detained in the Dina j pur Jail, went on hunger-strike in January 
and February, 1943; and 

(it) a male doctor took recourse to forcible feeding on them? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) .the grievances of which they were cn hunger-strike 

(u) the period for which they were on hunger-strike; 

(m) how the strike wee brought to an end; 
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(w) the reason for employing a male doctor instead of a female one for 
forcible feeding; and 

(v) whether the grievances have been removed since thenP 

(c) Is it a fact that some male police officers entered into their yard* on 
about the 26th January, 1943, and searched their persons in spite of their 
protests and in a manner strongly objected to by themP 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(e) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of — 

(t) asking any report from the Superintendent of the jail in the matter ; 
and 

(it) placing a copy of it on the Table? 

( f ) Is it a fact that there is no arrangement for any recreation and supply 
of books to the female security prisoners of the said jail? 

(g) If so, what action do the Government propose to take in the matter P 

( h ) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate the desirability of transferring 
them to some other jail where facilities for study and recreation will be 
available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sfr NaximuMn): (a) (i) Mrs. Leela Roy went on hunger-strike in March, 
1943. Two other female security prisoners joined her in a partial hunger- 
strike. 

(u) No. 

(b) (i) The alleged grievances were — 

(1) want of separate cells for each prisoner, 

(2) want of goo^ medical arrangements, 

(8) want of a place where they could have the services of convict 
attendants, 

(4) lock-up at 9 p.m., and 

(5) non-segregation from ordinary women convicts. 

(it) Mrs. Leela Roy was on hunger-strike for eight days and the other 
two female security prisoners for two days. 

(ut) The strike was called off by the prisoners on their own accord as the 
following extract from a letter dated 30th March, 1943, written by 
Mre. Leela Roy, will show: “This is to inform you that in view of the 
entirely, new] situation that had most unexpectedly arisen owing to the 
resignation of the existing Ministry we find ourselves faced with a new 
background in which to continue the hunger-strike would appear to be 
unrelated to facts. Taking a realistic view of this we have, after careful 
consideration, suspended the hunger-strike from 10-30 a.m. to-day.” 

(tv) In view of the answer to (a) (it), does not arise. 

(v) The grievances in so far as they were genuine or reasonable have 
already been removed. 

(c) and (i) A search of the prisoners’ rooms and personal effects was made 
hut their persons were not searched. 
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( 0 ) I am already aware of the whole facts. I am not prepared Iso place a 
copy of the report on the Library Table. 

if) and ( g ) No. They are allowed to play badminton and arrangements 
have also been made for them tf obtain books from the local library. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Nr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what arrangements have been made to obtain books from the local 
library for them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. They have become members of the 
local library and subject to the rules provided in the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules, namely, the scrutiny of books they are allowed to have 
books from the library. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us if they have been furnished with books from tbe local library on 
their requisition? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that no arrangements have been made by the 
local Intelligence Branch for censoring and supplying the prisoners with 
books from the local library? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what improvements have been made in the arrangements for giving 
medical aid? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. All facilities exist in the local jail 
for giving medical aid to the prisoners. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House with reference to answer (h) (v), whether they have been 
segregated from other women convicts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There were only two women non- 
security prisoners under division II and they were put in the same yard. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is prepared to reproduce a gist of the 
report of the Superintendent although the Government is not prepared to 
place it on the library table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No 

Mr. 8ABANICA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view of answer (17), what are the grievances that have 
been removed? 

KhaB Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Grievances regarding provisions for 
reading and for games have beep removed. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what the Government have done in respect of (b) (i) (I), 
▼ia. f want of separate cells for each prisoner? 

Khill Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On account of congestion in Jails it 
is not possible to allot a separate cell to each prisoner. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what the Government have done in respect of grievance of 
(b) (i) ( 4 ), viz., lock-up at 9 p.m.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For disciplinary reasons Jt is not 
possible to allow prisoners to remain outside after the lock-up period 
prescribed. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that no arrangement lias 
been made by the local Intelligence Branch for censoring the books of which 
a list has been submitted by the security prisoners concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of the Government 
is that prisoners were permitted to borrow books from the local library 
subject to the provisions of rule 17 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Kules. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell the House whether the security prisoners are segregated from the 
ordinary women convicts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already stated that they are 

not segregated. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer given that 
on account of congestion in local jails certain things could not be done, will 
the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of transferring certain 
prisoners to a Calcutta Jail where they can be given larger amenities which 
have been asked for. * 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us definitely what were their grievances regarding medical treatment 

and 4 other arrangements ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Their grievances were mostly vague 
and the prisoners were asked to make specific complaints, if any. But no 
reply has been received by Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for not acceding to the request of transferring 
this prisoner to the Calcutta Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is already congestion in other 
jails. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell the House of what offence the other women non-security prisoners have 
been convicted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aiuwer* to which were laid on the table) 

Grant of Government subsidy to Central Co-operative Banka. 

81. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware that — 

(0 the majority of the Central Co-operative Banks cannot meet their 
obligatory charges from their revenue income; and 
(it) the deficit is met from the capital? 

(b) If the answer to (</.) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to grant subsidy to 
the Central Co-operative Banks for maintaining their staff? 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAL: (a) (/) No. This is 

not the case in respect of the majority of the Central Banks. 

(it) Yes, in some cases. 

(b) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with regard to answer (a) (/), what is the number of Central 
Co-operative Banks which cannot meet their obligatory charges? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Ah 

regards the number, I want notice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: What will be the percentage of such 
Central banks to the total number of Central Co-operative Banks? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

I want notice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With regard to answer (a) (ii) f will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many such cases have come 
to the notice of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I want notice. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to answer (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state for how long this matter lias been 
under the consideration of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINi 

Government is considering if any bank cannot pay the staff even at a time 
when the money has become very cheap and the agriculturists have got the 
advantage of higher prices for their produce whether we should at all help 
such a bank and whether by helping such a bank we will not be putting 
a premium on inefficiency. We expect that societies should now be able 
to realise good amounts from debtors and they should not be running at a 
deficit. 
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Mtulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA S With reference to answer (a), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government is considering 
those cases where they have not been able to meet their obligatory charges 
from their revenue income? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Where we find that it is not due to any inefficiency on the part of societies, 
Government will be prepared to consider. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state where the ( entral Banks are found to be negligent of their duties, 
whether Government will consider the desirability of enforcing their owu 
orders on them? ^ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes, certainly. 

it ISRAIL: With reference to answer (/>), will the 

Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether so far as old debts are concerned 
the Government, is considering the question of making certain arrangements 
by way of reduction in capital and also interest so that it would be possible 
for the debtors to pay? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There is the Debt Settlement Act for that purpose. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: in view of the answer given, will the 
Hon hie Minister he pleased to state whether he does not consider if fit now T 
that that Government will be pleased to pass definite orders against such 
banks so that they may not continue to he hard up? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That is the duty of the department and the department is doing its best. 

Payment of determination fees by Co-operative Societies under section 18 of 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. 

82. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebted- 
ness Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 

(i) owing to the operation of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, 
almost all the rural societies are running at a loss; and 
. * ( n ) they have to spend a large amount of money as determination fees 
under section 18 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and for 
taking certified copy of Awards of the cases settled by Debt 
Settlement Boards? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of— 

(i) exempting the Co-operative Societies from the payment of determina- 
tion fees; and 

(it) issuing instructions to the Debt Settlement Board for allowing 
tertifiefi copy of Awards to the Co-operative Societies free of cost 
in order to give them some relief? 
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Th# Hoe' We Mr. JOCENORA NATH MANOALt (a) (t) Thi. k not 

correct. 

(«) Like other creditors they have to pay determination fees equal to 
one per cent, of the amount of debt determined under section 18(2) of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and fees for taking copies of awards at the 
rate of three annas for every 150 English or 300 Bengali words or less. 

(b) No, The fees are not such as to cause any hardship. 

Raising of fund for relief in Munshiganj subdivision. 

83. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
nt the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the Subdivisional 
Officer, Munshiganj, in the district of Dacca, has raised any fund for the 
relief of the people of Munshiganj subdivision P 

(b) If so, will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state— 

(*) what is the amount so realised; 

(it) how it was spent; and 

{iii) (whether the account was audited by any Government auditor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. He only 

helped some local relief committee in raising funds. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon hie Minister be pleased 
to state the names of the local committees and the maurier in whjph the 
Subdivisional Officer has helped in raising funds? • . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA. It is a question of detail 
and I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
tell the House what amount was realised with the help of the Subdivisional 
Officer ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated he only helped them. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: What was the amount raised? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Nothing was raised by 
the Subdivisional Officer. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I want to know the amount raised with 
his help. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is'tlie Government in a position to name 
any committee that the Subdivisional Officer helped in raising funds ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Local Relief Committee. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs In view of the fact that, there have 
been complaints like this, will the Government consider the desirability 
of placing the relief committee outside the influence of Government officials? 
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The Hoit'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 doubt where such a 

question at all arises. It is also the primary duty of the local officials to 
help such committees. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the JSLouse whether the accounts of these committees which got the help 
of the Subdivisional Officer were at all audited ¥ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as my informa. 

tion goes the accounts are audited. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT8. 

43— I ndustries— I ndustriee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwa]a 8HAHABUDDIN : Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Its. 33,83,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Industries”. 

Sir, I do not want to take up the time of the House at this stage. After 
the cut motions have been discussed, in replying to them l will make an 
effort to explain the policy of the department. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move the motion standing 
in my name, viz., that the demand of Its. 33,83,000 for expenditure under 
the head “43 — Industries — Industries” he reduced by Its. 100. I move this 
in order to raise a discussion about the policy, utter negligence, indifference 
and want of any programme on the part of the Government in respect of 
this department. 

Sir, I say with regret that the tale about the Industries Department is 
the same old one of inefficiency, inactivity and sheer bungling. The 
ordinary provisions for the department, except one of Rs. 10 lakhs for 
subsidy to sugarcane-growers, remain almost the same. The actual 
Industries Budget is stereotyped and show*, little variation which signifies 
that the Government have no policy and programme for the industrial 
development of the province. If there is any, it is a policy of negation and 
masterly inactivity, marked by utter negligence and indifference. If you 
find any sign of life in any section of the department, it is in connection 
with war supply. The Industries Department, in complete forgetfulness of 
its own functions, has become u huge war supply department working like 
an ordinary contractor in supplantation of businessmen. But it is not my 
intention to raise any discussion on this aspect of the department’s 
activities this morning. Time and again much has been said about this on 
the floor of this House, but the Government have not found their way to 
mend their policy. So, I consider it as a mere waste of time to speak on 
this once again. Howsoever we may protest against this policy .of a 
Government department appearing in the role of a war contractor in substi- 
tution of normal business, I think the Government will not budge an inch 
and things will continue as they have hen doing heretofore. Nor is it my 
intention to speak this morning on the inefficiency and corruption in the 
department. Ou several occasions in the past the attention of the House 
Was also drerfrn to this failing of the department, but we find that it was all 
in vain. The same charge is eveu now being freely made against the 
department. 
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Sir, the war provided a most helpful atmosphere for ,the industrial 
development of the province as well as created numerous problems for our 
existing industries. ,It was therefore the general expectation that the 
Industries Department of the Government would be up and doing and the 
province enabled to cover to some extent the great leeway it has to make in 
the sphere of industrialisation. But I must frankly state that the Industries 
Department failed totally to rise up to the occasion. It remains a bluut 
fact. The department does not seem to have any knowledge of the 
industrial problems of the province, arising out of the conditions created by 
the war. Neither the Director of Industries nor the Minister in charge of 
this Department is aware of the multifarious problems with which Bengal’s 
own industries have had to struggle hard since last year. If it were so, 
they could not have been oblivious of the needs oi the industries. If it be 
that they were aware of these needs, then there must be gross dreliction of 
duty somewhere on the part of somebody. Industries have been suffering 
from shortage of raw materials and mill stores. Of the raw materials, the 
principal difficulty has been the lack of adequate supply of coal to the 
industries, although there was no dearth of coal at. the pitheads. The 
problem has been essentially one of transport. 1 am aware of the shortage 
of wagons and that the Provincial Government are helpless in the matter. 
But are they aware that some of the industries organised their own transport 
arrangements in collaboration with the Hailway Board, by which coal wa?T 
moved to Calcutta partly with the help of water-borne traffic If industries 
by their individual efforts could manage a rail-ru ///-river transport 
arangement of coal to (Calcutta, it would have beeu easier for the Government 
with all their huge resources to organise a similar system of transport, much 
to the relief of industries in general, fins would have also relieved the 
pressure on the railway system too. But the Government did nothing of 
the kind, with the consequence that many industrial concerns had had to 
suspend production for want of coal. "JVgain, the Government also did not 
care to enquire what were and are the specific difficulties of industries in 
regard to supply of other raw materials. 

In the next place, l would like to refer to one peculiar characteristic of 
industries in Bengal. It is a well-knowm fact that, whatever may he the 
reasons, the industries in Bengal in which the sons of the soil are vitally 
interested are mostly medium and small sized. Their financial resources are 
also not as it should be. The war however provided for those industries an 
opportunity to expand and develop, by making it possible for them to work 
on a profitable basis. ' But w T hat of the inturt* P Economists would warn 
u» of an inevitable post-war slump and intensive foreign competition. Will 
these industrial concerns to whom l am referring, be able to stand the strain 
then P My answer is an emphatic “No”, if they cannot strengthen their 
"financial reserve power in the inter-war period. But they can do so by 
adding to their reserve funds and by raising additional capital from the 
public. But, Sir, as you know in May, 1948, the Government of India issued 
a new Defence* of India Rule 94A prohibiting, without their prior consent, 
any fresh issue of capital or offering of securities for sale or renewal or 
repayment of any security maturing for payment in British India. This 
blanket control put an incalculable hardship on all industrial und commer- 
cial enterprises. This new rule did not permit Bengali enterprises to take 
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advantage of th$ growing industrial-mindedness of the people of the province. 
Beside#, such a step would have been a right move in countering inflation, 
with successful results, by making it possible for industries to produce, 
with the help of increased capital and capital equipment, more finished goods 
available for civilian consumption. I would hence ask the Government 
to tell the House what steps they had taken in the matter. l>id they take 
up I he matter with the Government of India, making a special case for 
Bengal — a late entrant in the field of Indian industrialisation? If so, with 
what result? if not, why have they not done so? Neither am 1 aware that 
the Government are making any serious attempt for the post-war reconstruc- 
tion and rehabilitation of our industries. The problem is a threefold one. 
First, it is the conversion of many smaller and cottage industries that are 
now catering to the needs of the war to peace-time needs of the people. 
Secondly, the strengthening of the existing industries by adding to their 
reserve power and competitive efficiency. Thirdly, establishment of new 
industries under the auspices of the people of the province, for wdiicli the 
province has the greatest natural facilities. A Post-War Reconstruction 
Committee has no doubt been set up by the Government, in emulation of the 
Central Government. But that Committee exists only on paper. We do 
not find anything to show' that it is working. Nor am 1 satisfied about the 
composition of the Committee, as it does not contain representatives of 
different industries who are in a position, because of their long experience, 
to offer valuable suggestions that may be of great help to the Committee. 

(At tli is stage ihe member reached the time-limit but was allowed to 
finish his speech.) 

In the next place, I would like to say a few' words about the development 
of cottage and village industries. The Industries Department has all along 
been making a show of this aspect of the industrial development of the 
province. The famine is past, but iU aftermath is continuing. Many died; 
those who are alive are financiulh ruined. The problem is one of rehabili- 
tation of those who are alive. One of the best methods is to give a push 
for the development of cottage industries in the villages in large numbers 
so that the people might have au opportunity to rehabilitate themselves 
financially. That necessary push however did not come from the depart- 
ment. The department allowed this conjuncture of circumstances to slip 
by. This is indeed deplorable. 

Before I resume my seat, I would ref^r to specific items covered by this 
grant under discussion. The Government have asked for a sum of Rs. 16 
lakhs to be given as a subsidy to sugareane-growvrs, for enabling the mills 
to pay economic prices to sugarcane-growers. I am told that mills would 
be given a subsidy of 4 annas per mutind of cane purchased by them from 
cultivators, 'provided that they pay a price not less than Re. 1 per rnauud 
to the sugarcane-growers. This would certainly encourage the growers to 
sell more cane to the mills and also to expand their cultivation. This is a 
move highly desirable in the ultimate interest of a well-developed sugar 
industry in the province. But Government should ensure that the sugar- 
cane-growers get this subsidy in full. 

Again, in respect of fisheries a provision has been made only for a paltry 
aum of Rs. 61,000. Only the other day His Excellency the Governor of 
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Bengal addressing the annual meeting of the Bengal Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion. said to the effect that altfiough famine conditions had improved, the 
marks of malnutrition would remain and that the effects of 1943 will leave 
their mark on the general health of the population for some time to come. 
If we are to counter the effects of malnutrition, it is essential that the food 
resources of the province should be largely augmented. In the dietary 
of Bengalees fish forms an important menu It is perhaps the only protein 
in general dietary of Bengalees. The fish resources of Bengal, which 
experts have warned are depleting rapidly, should therefore be quickly 
improved. The Government have set up a Fisheries Section as an adjunct 
to the Industries Department. But the amount of the grant provided is so 
small that practically the entire sum will be swallowed up in experts’ and 
staffs’ pay, honoraria and travelling allowances, and little benefit would 
go to the people. The pioney thus spent for the purpose may therefore be 
regarded as misspent; The amount of the grant should therefore be 
enhanced to a quite decent figure adequate for the purpose. Either you 
provide a decent sum that will be really useful or do not provide anything 
at all which will yield little tangible result. 

With these words, Sir, 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand ot Its. ,33, 83, 0(H) for expenditure under the head “43 — 
Industries- - Industries” be reduced by Us. 100. 1 move this motion in 

order to raise a discussion about the want ot any sound policy for augment- 
ing industries of the province. 

Sir, I hope 1 can state without any fear of contradiction that if any 
department should have expanded its activities at the present crisis due to 
war and famine conditions it is the Industries Department. But, Sir, you 
will notice that the budget provision of the Industries Department does 
not show any inclination for expanding its activities; on the contrary the 
provision is even less than the revised budget estimate of the last year. Sir, 
the province may increase its burden of taxation in providing for doles, 
gratuitous relief and loans, temporary anil insufficient, but that will not 
solve the present acute problem of this province. This province will have 
to help the people to rehabilitate themselves by a very careful, scientific and 
- a comprehensive scheme of helping industries. 

Sir, the previous speaker has drawn attention to what is neeessan in 
the interest of the province. I shall not, within the short space of time 
available to me, dilate on the big industries that Bengal has a peculiar 
advantage for or on art electrification scheme which would help fostering of 
industries, big or small. But may I say that the Department of Industries, 
if they want to justify their existence before the people of this province, 
must at least try to help the small industries which are being carried on in 
this province. At this time, due to the elimination of competition from 
Japan and from other cheap centres of production, we have got a distinct 
advantage and this is the time when we should try to act i vise the 
industries in this province, particularly the small home industries, so that 
they may be put on a footing when they will he able to stand competition 
after the war is over. Sir, what is necessary for that purpose? T will 
chooee for example a few instances. The Minister in charge coming from 
Dacca would readily b© able to follow what I am requesting him to do. I 
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am not giving suggestions involving a tall order to the department, because 
I know it would be useless, but may I invite the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the handloom industry of the Dacca district? He is perfectly 
aware that in and around Baburhat in Naiayanganj subdivision those who 
work on hand looms, mainly agriculturists, can and supply cloth which is 
certainly cheaper than the mill-made cloth at the present moment. He 
knows very well that that handloom industry is suffering, firstly, from want 
of supply of yarns at competitive prices, and secondly, these people trho 
generally are engaged in agricultural work in the day and work at night 
cannot ply their looms because of want of kerosene which is not available 
to them. 

Sir, recently 1 have heard that those weavers are on the verge ot ruin 
because the booking from Jinardi railway station wherefrom on every hat 
day cloths worth at least two lakhs were booked has been stopped. No one 
knows for what. Is it not the duty of the Industries Department to see that 
these difficulties are obviated? Is it too much to expect that the Industries 
Department will at least see that those people who unaided by any Govern- 
ment help are carrying on in these difficult days may not suffer for such 
difficulties put in their way? 

I may also point out to him that the button industry — mother of pearls 
and horn button industry — which is being carried on in Dacca, which is now 
to n large extent supplying war requirements, could be put on a very sound 
basis with a little help from the department in the way of standardizing 
them, in t lie way of getting uniform holes made with the help of small 
hand-machines and tools. There is also a very easy industry — choir and 
rope industry —which could also be helped. 

(At this stage the member’s time was up.) 

My time is up, Mr. Speaker. I could multiply instances. May I, before 
I sit down, make a very earnest appeal I hat if the> want to save the people 
of this province, the department cannot possibly remain idle, cannot possibly 
work merely, as my predecessor has pointed out, as agents for the supply of 
what war orders they receive here. I am sure those orders are helpful to 
the department and its officers in placing work and at the same time if they 
take a little interest in improving the quality, in helping them where there 
are difficulties by solving them, they will do a great good. 

With these words I commend my cut motion to the acceptance of this 
House. 

Mr. ADWA1TA KUMAR MAJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of 11s. 33,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43— Industries 
— Industries” be reduced by Its. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
village industry in the days of war. 

toss wn to* t 
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Point of Privilege. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of privilege, Sir. We did 
not select any specific motion on the Department of Fisheries on the expecta- 
tion that Mr. Walker would move his motion and therefore we did not like 
to burden the agenda paper. In view ot the fuct that Mr. Walker has 
thought it wise not to move his motion, would you kindly permit me to move 
it P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: l do not think I can allow that. I do not know if when 
you sent in your list you knew whether Mr. Walker would move his 
motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In my letter Mr. Walker’s motion has 
also been included. 

Mr. SPEAKERS 1 shall give my decision on seeing the papers. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Ma> I rise on a point of privilege? 
A member has the fullest privilege to withdraw his own motion. In that 
way if he chooses not to move it. it is his privilege which the House cannot 
deny. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The point is something else. The point is that in the 
cut motions sent by the other side this motion has not been included. 

Mr. 4. R. WALKER: The reason why I did toot move my cut motion 
is because of the objections raised in this House last night. I would certainly 
like to say a few words on the very important subject. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. I beg to point out. Sir, that it should 
be the look-out of the people who want to have a discussion on that to put 
down their own motion so that in case the other member withdraws his 
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motion tfcey will have the right to discuss it. Unfortunately, they have 
lost that opportunity and they should not be given the opportunity of moving 
this motion. If allowed, it will be creating a precedent whioh may not be 
to the best interests of fair debate in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that I am not going to give iny 
ruling. at this stage because certain matter has got to be ascertained. Let 
me ascertain that first. In the meantime there will be no objection if 
Mr. Walker or for the matter of that any member pf this House desires to 
speak on fisheries or any other subject of importance under this head. That 
is always open to members. The only barrier that stands in the way is in 
putting a particular cut motion to vote. There is no other difficulty 
whatsoever. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not want to press this matter. We 
are not inclined to go to voting today. If your permission is there to speak 
generally on the question that will do. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is always there. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: On a point of order, Sir. Has the Speaker 
any right to compel an v member to move any motion, or has the House 
any right to compel any member to move a motion}* I think not! If a 
member wauts not to move his motion, I do not think the Speaker can stand 
in his way. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no question of compelling any member to move 
his motion. Nobody has suggested thut. 

43 — I ndust ries — I ndustri es. 

Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg t<» move that the demand of 
Rs. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

I move this to raise a discussion about not providing sufficient funds so 
that the Board of Industries can find out the possibilities of new industries 
in Bengal in comparison with other industiial provinces. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. 33,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43— Industries— -Industries’' 
be reduced by Its. 100. 

Sir, 1 move this motion with a view to raising a discussion about hardship 
caused through the interference of Government in the sale and distribution 
of sugarcane in the province and in the production and sale of silk yarn and 
cocoons. 

Sir, I propose hereby to lay emphasis mainly on the manner and the 
method by which Government had thought fit to interfere in the free flow 
of trade in regard to these two commodities and not so much with regard 
to the other measures adopted by Government in furthering or promoting 
the cultivation of sugarcane or in extending the production of silk. As the 
House is well aware, during this season the Government of Bengal at the 
instance, 1 presume, of the Government of India thought fit to maximise the 
production of sugar in this province and with that end in view they proposed 
certain matters, again possibly with the help of the Government of India, 
to ensure larger supply of sugarcane to the mills. One of those proposals 
was, to cordon certain areas and to insist that all sugarcane produced within 
that area must be delivered to the mills concerned or to the mills’ buying 
centres. My esteemed friend, Mr. D. N. Sen, who has naturally got a 
sympathy for the inillowner, being himself a representative of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, welcomed that interference and he said 
that it was a good proposal more or less to permit the mills to obtain a * 
certain supply at a stated price correspondingly with a subsidy to the 
sugarcane-grower. I had to join issue witb him. I think that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal also now realise and if they are frank and truthful they have 
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no hesitation in admitting the same that it was a great blunder they com- 
mitted in allowing any interference in the free flow of trade by a govern- 
mental fiat. In fact, I believe that the more progressive section of the 
Bengal Sugar Mills Association thought in the same way and did not like 
to have the cordon imposed for the delivery of sugarcane to their respective 
mills. And I thought, Sir, that some of those other mills which considered 
the Government interference more helpful than the normal machinery of 
trade have also now realised that they had made a great blunder for all 
years to come. The interference of Government lias not led to a larger 
supply of sugarcane than what they would normally get for it has scared 
away the cultivators. In large areas the cultivators due to factors beyond 
their control could not make any arrangements to deliver the sugarcane in 
due time to the mills’ buying centres. In certain places the mills did not 
for their own convenience start opening buying centres in good time to 
enable the sugarcane-growers to deliver sugarcane in those places and in 
certain areas the normal charge for transportation and cartage lias been 
this year so much enhanced due to famine and other conditions that even 
the normal flow which could otherwise be contracted could not be actually 
gone through and as a result large tracts of sugarcane fields have up to this 
time remained unharvested. The sugarcne crop is still there and 1 am 
afraid many of these sugarcane cultivators will have no other alternative 
but to burn away the sugarcane crop on their land. I know at several 
places the cultivators have been faced with the serious problem of destroying 
the sugarcane which they feel would be most economical 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US It is another scorched earth policy! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the Deputy Leader of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party has suggested that it is almost one method of scorched 
earth policy that the Government has been practically encouraging. Sir, 
I am not putting it in a spirit of criticism but I am putting it as an humble 
suggestion from one who has carefully studied the question and has tried 
to help the Government to come and arrive 1 at a proper decision with regaid 
to what policy they should adopt. Sir, I submit that it has been a great 
blunder on the part of Government to take recourse to such a method even 
at the instance of the Government of India. The whole policy has not 
yielded any fruitful results and it is bound to react on future productions 
very seriously. Sir, there is another reaction that I have been noticing, 
namely, that among the cultivators who had in the past been in (he ha hit 
of maiiufactuiing small quantity of tjur for local and domestic consumption, 
some have taken to thinking in this strain : “If 1 cannot manufacture (fur 
for my own household use from sugarcane grown on my 
own land and if I cannot get my children fed with aur manufactured in 
my own house from my own produce of sugarcane, what is the use ot my 
going on with this kind of production?’ Therefore, Sir, there is a 
likelihood of the whole sugarcane production suffering as a result of this 
measure. It has been most shortsighted and dangerous to the future 
production of sugar in this province. 

Coming now to the other question, namely, the question of silk industry, 
I submit with all the emphasis I can command that the interference of 
Government in this respect has practically brought the whole industry to 
ruin today. The Silk Control Order was promulgated early in March, 1943. 
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Immediately thereafter, we in this House from all sections who were 
interested directly or indirectly in the advancement of the silk industry in 
the province voiced our protest and warned the Government against the 
dangers. Thereafter, a small committee was appointed by the then Govern- 
ment to go into the whole question properly, particularly in view of certain 
commitments made by Government over the head of the Minister in charge 
— the officials had done this without the knowledge of the then Minister in 
charge. What happened ¥ That committee sat and after having carefully 
examined all the implications involved, they made certain specific recom- 
mendations. That committee was not allowed to go into the question of the 
propriety or otherwise of the control at all, because they said it was a settled 
fact and in view of certain commitments made to the Government of India 
they could not go back on it. But, Sir, they emphasised that if it was 
absolutely necessary to enforce the control, steps should be taken along lines 
which they indicated. First, the control scheme should cover not only 
re-reeled silk (D, E, F and G grades) but also charka silk. Our suggestion 
was that the control must be operative throughout the whole industry and 
not merel> over that class of filature silk which was required for supplying 
the Government of India goods. I made it quite clear that if Government 
wanted to keep down the pric.es of better quality silk leaving charka silk 
uncontrolled, then the price of charka silk would go up twice more than the 
Government controlled silk and that apprehension of mine has come true. 
Government did not take my advice and also the advice of the committee 
appointed. Today charka silk is being sold troin Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 a pound 
and the Government controlled silk of a much better quality is being sold 
and iN being compelled to be sold at Rs. 28 per pound. The result is that 
all the efforts of the Government tor many years to improve the quality of 
silk have now got a set-back because manufacturers find it more convenient 
and profitable to produce bad quality silk as that sells at a higher price. 

Sir, the second suggestion that the committee made 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, l want five minutes more. Two of our speakers did not move their 
motions 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou just finish as soon as possible. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: The second suggestion was that the 
Bengal Government should set up a machinery for the purchase of the entire 
production of all grades of silk including charka silk and distribute the 
charka silk to the trade in accordance with some approved scheme of distri- 
bution at the rates available in the market. 

Thirdly, we suggested that the profits to be earned from these transactions 
should be earmarked for the improvement of the industry and should be 
spent mainly for improving cottage reeling and for primary cocoon-growers 
for enabling them to extend their mulberry plantation and also to improve 
their yield. 

It is noticed that persons outside Bengal are prepared to pay for silk 
purchased at price much higher than what the local producers could get here 
locally. We said that it would be simply ruining the industry if under the 
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lower price here when it could be sold through the black market at a higher 
price outside and we suggested that Government might take control over 
the whole thing. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, may I have two minutes more? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, your party has practically taken up the 
whole time. All right, one minute. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the committee was presided over 
by the Director of Industries. I have no time to go through the other 
recommendations. He and other experts of the department entirely agreed 
with all the recommendations made by us in that committee and although 
these recommendations were with the Government for nearly one year now, 
I understand Government have so far done nothing on those lines. They 
might be giving their promises every time we met and explained and 
submitted our representations to the Hon’ble Minister in charge. He said 
“Well, the matter is receiving my consideration and Government is doing 
it’”. They have accepted the general principle, but 1 do not know f w r hen 
that principle will be actually put into operation. In the meantime, the 
whole industry is in ruin. The weavers of Bengal — four thousand of them 
— are engaged in this silk industry. At a minimum level of f> seers or 10 lbs. 
a month, they require about 40,00(1 lbs. a month. The production of cocoons 
in this province today is such that in the Chaitbandt the cocoons will not 
come up to 30,000 lbs. and the result will be that we cannot get even the 
minimum for feeding or maintaining the 4,000 weavers in Bengal supplied 
with the necessary raw silk. In the circumstances, black-marketing of cocoon 
is going on. There is cocoon ordered but cocoon cannot be had at prices 
mentioned by Government and charka silk not being controlled, hasrmt and 
reelers ot charka silk can go and very well buy in the market at a much 
higher price. The result is that mulberry factories are not getting cocoon. 

Sir, the Government of Bengal promised to supply the Government of 
India with 80,000 lbs. of raw silk. They have so far been able to supply 
only 1,700 lbs. and they have now promised 80,000 lbs. out of the Chaitkut 
production. They will not be able to get even 5,000 lbs. supplied out of the 
same. On the contrary, the whole industry will be ruined and unless the 
matter is properly gone into, I am sure the interference that Government 
has sought to impose on the industry will bring ruin to the whole industry 
and will bring suffering to a large number of weavers — most of them are 
Muslims. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a question of privilege, Sir. Yesterday 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Does it arise out of the present discussion? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then, not now. 

Kim Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it is a very important matter of 
privilege. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I will allow you but, I thiuk, not at this stage if it 
does not arise out of the present matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, it may arise out of the whole 
form the discussion is taking because we get no time to express our ideas. 
It has become generally impossible to speak in this House. They take away 
two days and we do not get even two minutes. I should like you, Sir, to 
protect our right of speech also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is why I enquired whether it arises out of the 
present discussion. If that is not so, it is quite a different matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: After the red light, you gave him 
one minute but he took four or five minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is wrong. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: It is wrong but it is allowed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 asked my officer whether he was exceeding the time 
— I thought he was exceeding. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: He always exceeds. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think so. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The debate must come to this side 
also. We respectfully submit that we are not getting justice. This side of 
the House has a right to speak and 1 seek your protection and 1 also seek 
your guidance in this matter. You do not say when we shall speak. After 
they have spoken on perhaps a hundred cut motions, we shall not have any 
time to speak. Let us discuss one cut motion and have a full debate on it. 
Therefore, Sir, I want you kindly to so distribute the time between the two 
sides that we also get a chance of speaking. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, we are not prepared to allow that 
position on budget cut motion. When Government have the responsibility 
of running the administration, the cut motions will have 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, we have a right to speak and 
we must express our views. Every case has two sides and the other side of 
the case also must he presented. It is the duty of the Chair to grant that 
opportunity. We cannot allow the whole time to he taken by 2,000 cut 
motions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, 1 quite appreciate your remark that the 
Government side must he given some time to discuss the budget and it is 
only fair that the time should he distributed equitably. Now, the question 
is what would he an equitable distribution and I am giving you this assur- 
ance that I will henceforth consult the Whips and then decide as to what 
time should he allotted to which side and then that time will be distributed 
among the respective party members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 submit that in apportioning 
time 

Mr. SPEAKER: It cannot be decided by discussing here. I will consult 
you. 
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43 — Industries— Industries. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKMERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 33,83,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — 
Industries’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion 
about — 

(i) the stoppage of electrification in the town of Suri, by taking hold 
of the machineries purchased by the licensee; 

(it) failure of industrial demonstration in the rural area. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ?f3 V\x 7^77 77T7 electrification^? 

7Pi7loh 47(5 licence C^'S^n 7? I Licence fs??t? *t7 

licenced ^ 7*S1 fan 7$C7'3 $7f7 nPPTCtP* TCfc I Licence 7*7t7 

*17 licensee TtCTT? 5*177 <1 7SqT '3 TTJtTT 7T7T1 7f 7C3 5^71777 7f73 ^TtPtui 
1 7^77 >|C*/ $$tCV4 power housed? foils *J"f3&l 7d77f7 

SR7 37t#r$7 7ft Sir Bijoy Prasad c't'tTfTOT tf77 7C77 47; 

ttc 7 ^r 09 ^ si i 47 ; ttw tSti unr i 

SfSTCTJ 7*37 fepRTai, 771 — posts, wire 'srffwi I 4777 

Engineer g*tf%3 TfpRl 7^7 Prf t7 7firt3%77 I Power houses 
^77t7T 7tC7 777 engine '3 TTTtTT 77771 

7^ff3 7$7l 7pT7t3fa 777 f%7, 47; f7$\Jtt3 7tft3 Tffll 7t7T 7f77t7 

7‘4l 7^T3fe7, 477 Wl 7&S CffTl C'tt C7 7f%7t3t7 W7 771 TtTffr 77771 
Government <7tlv7 771 3^1fT^, f7tSFC77 77T 7trtT7 

ttt C7$f% ^7 qfatc gR i ^*ft33: Pr&Jhr fwftTlfs? ctpts Tt* i 

W77*ta 7Tmt7 Engineer 7777 Tift ufipn C'fC77, 47; TSTTtft f7TC37 

^rf7R*1? pTT? Stfel 7^7 I 

TtfsTfa ^ C7t7 77tfT3 Tire 3171 ^k*7 7®t3 I 

Government 7T13 7pfC77 — “^R-gi fe"N STTft Tldfr? «R7 7 <47 ^1 Qf%7 

*{TT m % I 3 ^/ 77T *rnmsfto3Tre C7371 r^ltf5R I 47I?1 

7t7T 7f7t3 7f7U5 777 fsn *ft7 T^f 7^T5 43R 777 77C*T7 

^1-3171 77» 7f%71, licensees 737 7f771 f 7*t*T 771, 

^71 f7 ^ 7 r %5 ^ttfk37 71 ? 3tTp;^TC^T electrification 

tj t>Pf3 7^77 ^ ^RcftT tfTt^ 7rft3 Qf% 7 ,i 3?)tl 

7^7 f^7 I f^F5 ’TTT Ttrfn W7T 3t71 $$*1 I *1*f ?1ft3 

fwsstn 7d% ^71 fy 'Tt? CTt7 fa 7*37 7?7t7 ^Hl ^ ? Government 
f% T^itiR $$ ’^7««jcf' ^rtrfS Tfirrs tr^s ^tIc^h i 

Industry Departmental 75f77 7^73 C7C*f7J f^f-TtT^T? ^«jl37 UM) 

?tll TtTT Tfinn "7tf7C3^ 1 Tie’ll ^ CTSTTot'd^ 4*4t>T^I ! 3 tSV 

"37177 T*F1 4ftC3C^ 1 Pn C4t7 fa f% ^T?l f77l7 7#^ C7*l 7SlR^ 
T^C? 7K7 73^f7 717 T%1 TjfVr^ C^ttTT’jOT 737 CMt77 TTtfl 

UR7tTt77 fV3tt7 47^ 73^7 ^«t73 7?t3C^7 t 

7 pl4 l 3 t7 77T7 ^7j? Industry Departments factory ; 47^ 

7C771P f73TC5f 771 7t9 7C7I 7CTT 7C57W7 TpRIl PPftTlH tpf«f 77fQ rtfll 
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; ft? to fan fa f 5 tffcr? crftt Offa gfiltH* ^rfaf on i 

*1 I TOST* CTOT3 ?ft? TOffi StS'S $StTOl CTOfri’ 

R ?T1 I ft? S^SS *gf rtfrrs SCSI HKJ W:^r5T demonstration party Ttffa) 
5^51 '3 W$1 foStff, TOfa TOTf fagfaf fa*1 &m ^3 I ft? 

4$ tJTN&l TO CTS *R1 5^SfC^ ^Tn W|v] SIS SI I (WfS sfe STlS CTfS'3 ftSTS 
Pf*fW5 Tfwt'3 Of tS ^tST S r f%C3 9 ttCS SI I $StS SCSI TOTfal *F5T$ 

'sts, sm*i sf5tT3 <? tutors sf^3 ^Ftctr w^i s^firra *tfcs cs ftscs 
TOttTOf fare Government ft <rfo: <3 STtSS^ fartFT SffT SC7S ? ^ El sftc W S 
?prtS3i s^sts wsststsSPF <t5t?sfs 4^ tpcsfflr^fa §<fls i ouss 
ft 4SST3I S^lts sftc«fQ 'S^lft R SI I ft? Government's «t* 5^5 
tsfatws fartsfas v 5st^Trsjs , stw *ftrTS csss'3 ^tfss^s si csfsrn wsstsTs^f ssfs 
far firsts TOrcft '3 ifts s^si i cscis stftfi ^ fsrs^tsvti wf; stftii 

sftstoB? — 's^t^fcs. ^jtvatrs ss 5 crop ft^tcss ss sfssi st^c^c^ ft? 

SSStS St5l?S ftstscss S^5 TO ’3 TO13 r SS7tS Sftl StftSI CSSS ^IStS 'Sf%r*S 

tTSt^r 

stssi csss vtfsns sf%. cst5 ^^afscs 4 ssrts ^rfssss sf&cs ? scs 

SHT— -* StS^S^ St?tS31 STo SI SftCS sft CSTS3 Sfss£s£ S9S SC7 I 3?’3 
sssts TOTijcr sStsts '®\o , jl? "ststcss ^tss-ssc c fs fscs stss^f sftrsft i s*rscS 
4 $ svti sst!? sfssi stst* ^rftrs s-f^'s 5 ifr^ i3R j 

sfssrs I 

Mr. J. R. WALKER; Mr Speaker, Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Sen 
made a few references to the Department of Fisheries, and ] would like to 
make a few remarks also on that very important subject. 

For years my party have been urging Government to take steps to develop 
the Bengal fisheries. Last year I felt so dissatisfied with the lack of 
progress that I moved a cut motion on the inadequacy of provision for the 
Department of Fisheries. The then Chief Minister gave me a number of 
assurances and stated: “We will see that we do something to remove the 
complaints made in the House. We will really do something substantial 
and we shall see that the supply of fish is increased”. In view of the Chief 
Minister’s assurances, 1 withdrew my cut motion. 

The position as we all know, has seriously deteriorated since March, 
1943. There is a scarcity of fish everywhere, in spite of the fact that we 
know fish is abundant in Bengal’s fisheries, and prices are generally 
exorbitant. This deterioration can, of course, be ascribed to natural reasons 
arising out of war conditions, and we would have been satisfied if there was 
evidence that Government were seriously tackling the situation. In the 
budget estimates for the current year, the sum voted was the miserable one 
of Rs. 53,000. According to the revised estimates not even that sum has 
been spent. For 1944-4o the sum proposed to be voted is the pitiably 
inadequate one of Rs. 61,000. I ask, Sir, if this shows a proper appreciation 
of the problem of organising and developing our fisheries in such a way 
that at least one necessary item of food may be available to the public at 
reasonable prices. 
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This criticism is unfortunately confirmed by the reply of the Hon’ble 
Minister for Agriculture to the question asked by me on 26th February. 
The Hon’ble Minister in his reply disclosed that the staff sanctioned for the 
department, consisted of a technical staff of 4 District Fishery Officers, and 
.') Field Assistants and of a non-technical staff of 1 head clerk, 1 steno- 
grapher, 2 clerks and 1 typist. Words fail me with regard to the pitiable 
inadequacy of this staff. What is worse, Sir, only two of the four District 
Officers have actually been recruited, although the department was set up 
in May, 1942. 

I do not know what has hindered the recruitment of the full quota of the 
technical staff, but I would like to be assured that it has not been the 
application of the communal ratio. It is the view of mv party that such 
technical appointments must uot he hindered b\ a rigid application of the 
communal ratio, and if candidates are not available from a particular 
community, then in our view the appointments should he thrown open to all 
communities. Apart from this aspect, however, the staff sanctioned is 
obviously not nearly sufficient. Government have recruited a first class 
expert as Director of Fisheries, hut so far they have refused to give him 
either funds or organisation. They have in effect condemned him to act as 
an office hoy tied to an office desk. This, Sir, is discouraging treatment for 
a first class technical expert. Look at the organisation in Madras; there. 
Sir, the Director of Fisheries has one or more Assistant Directors who enable 
the Director to do the touring and research work for which he is fitted. 
What does the Hon’ble Minister propose to do to expand the hopelessly 
inadequate organisation of the Department ot Fisheries P 

The reply to my question was given by the Hon’ble Minister for Agricul- 
ture and it disclosed one positive fact, namely, that the development ot 
Bengal’s fisheries had recently been made part of the “Grow More Food” 
campaign. This, Sir, is however belied by the estimates where the miserable 
pittance for the Department of Fisheries still appears in the Demand for 
Industry. 1 presume however that the estimates were prepared after the 
decision that the Department of Agriculture should take over the Depart- 
ment of Fisheries. Asked, Sir, what schemes have been sanctioned for the 
development of Bengal’s fisheries, the Hon’ble Minister stated that “a small 
experimental scheme for the improvement of the preserved fish industry of 
Bengal has been started with the aid of the Imperial Council of Agricul- 
tural Research from the 4th January, 1944. Several other schemes such as 
flowing 0 f fish in paddy fields, free distribution of fish fry and granting 
loans for improvement of tanks are under consideration”. Sir, this is just 
tinkering with the problem. The reply to a further question as to what 
steps had been taken to increase the supply of fish to Calcutta from the 
Sunderbans was that “experiments and propaganda on a limited scale were 
undertaken with a view to extending carp culture in the Sunderbans ahad*, 
both in paddy fields and in extensive khnls and tanks”. That, Sir, I 
submit was no reply at all to my question. I would like to know what efforts 
have been made* to secure motor launch or trawler transport for the supply 
of fish from the Sunderbans to Calcutta. 1 feel, Sir, that if the matter was 
taken up energetically with the military authorities Government would 
receive substantial assistance which would be of great benefit to Calcutta. 

I would like to know if the Hon'ble Minuter hae taken up this question with 
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the military authorities and, if not, if he will do so. There should surely 
now be no difficulty in our present emergency-circumstances in securing back 
the motor launches which used to bring a large supply of fish from the 
Sunderbans to Calcutta. 

What we want, Sir, is a comprehensive scheme which will provide — 

(1) for the rehabilitation and organisation of the fishermen; 

(2) for the organisation of the marketing of fish which, as I have said 

on many occasions, is at present in the hands of a ring of 
middlemen who are exploiting the fishermen; and 

(U) arrangements including transport for an increased supply of fish to 
urban areas. 

I am glad, Sir, to see that Government have made a start in providing boats 
to fishermen, but this, Sir, should only be a part of a comprehensive scheme 
for the development and organisation of the fishing industry. Research 
schemes and schemes for encouraging the development of fish in paddy 
fields, etc., are no doubt valuable and necessary but they do not touch the 
fringe of the main problem, which is to organise the fishermen and increase 
the supply of fish at reasonable prices. I think, Sir, that Government 
should take steps immediately to frame a comprehensive scheme for this 

purpose, and 1 would like to know from the Hon’ble Minister that this 

will be done. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, today I shall like to give a lew 
suggestions to my leader for his consideration. Salt, as a cottage industry, 
to my mind, deserves his serious attention. 

A few decades ago Bengal was self-sufficient in her production of salt. 
The Government at the Centre was not sympathetic. Bengal was made to 
suffer and her salt industry was sacrificed in the interest of the salt industries 

developing in the ports on the Red Sea. Today the position is that we are 

not able to procure even the most essential commodity required for our 
existence. 

Leaders in the past made some move to remove the obstacle but efforts 
were made on an all-India basis and never in the interest of Bengal. 

Here in Bengal coast lands are so abundant, saline water enters our lands 
and any villager is able to prepare salt not only for his own use in his own 
household. He can produce quantities for trade and even for commercial 
purposes. But the handicaps were and are there. Even the Gandhi-Irwin 
pact has not carried us far; our people are not able to produce salt for trade 
and commercial purposes. 

Now the plea of the Government of India may be one of revenue only. 
If they are not prepared to part with any part of the revenue I shall be 
prepared to suggest that the peoples’ right to make salt be recognised and 
the Government of Bengal be prepared to collect the revenue for the benefit 
of the Centre. In extreme cases where it is not found possible I shall go 
further to tell my leader that he should not hesitate to compensate the 
Central Government out of the Bengal exchequer and yet have the right of 
the people to make salt from the saline water found at their very door. 
The fight must be done in right earnest. 
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We must realise that salt is an element we have to begin our Bismillah 
with when we take a morsel of food and the Supply Department was not 
aide to procure salt for us. In black market salt is sold at a fabulous price 
and in many places people had to go without it even when they were ready 
to have it at a very high price. 

The problem therefore is of great urgency and caunot brook even a day’s 
delay. 

I leave the matter to the consideration of the Hon’ble Minister in charge. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: So far as the Industries Department 
is concerned. Sir, I have certain observations to make. There are certain 
institutions which are run on the grant-in-aid basis, but the result yielded 
therefrom is not satisfactory. The persons who get their training in those 
institutions cannot make a decent earning — not to speak of a decent earning, 
they cannot even earn their bare sustenance. 

Then there is some difficulty with regard to the weaving institutes. 
Yarn is not now available and there is the Yarn Coutrol Order of Govern- 
ment. Sir, I am connected with certain institutions and I am trying to 
get yarn, but 1 have not so far been able to secure yarn at the controlled 
price. This is the most opportune time, Sir, to push on industries on a 
sound basis. Sir, we are suffering from various difficulties so far as finished 
goods manufactured in small industrial concerns are concerned , namely, 
glasswares, enamel wares, china wares, the prices of which have gone up to a 
very great extent in recent years. But, Sir, Government have not come up 
with any proposals for the local manufacture of such articles on a huge scale 
to meet the recpii remen ts of the civilian population. I would therefore urge 
upon the Government to see that glass, enamel, aluminium and china ware 
industries are started forthwith and schemes formulated and sufficient funds 
provided for the purpose so that these industries may he put on a sound 
basis. 

In this connection. Sir, I should like to refer to another matter which 
has been referred to by my friend, Dr. Sanyal, and it relates to the Gur 
Control Order. We have been put to great difficulties due to certain 
restrictions imposed under the Gur Control Order. Sir, there are persons 
who produce sugarcane and manufacture their own requirements of gur and 
who do not take white sugar hut gur only. Such persons can no longer, 
under the Gur Control Order, manufacture gur even for their own consump- 
tion. I submit that this should not have been the case. Then, Sir, they 
are not allowed to have white sugar because sugar is now controlled. Sir, 
the maximum price that has been fixed for sugarcane is Re. 1 if the sugar- 
cane is delivered at the receiving centres and Rs. J-2 if it is delivered at the 
mill gate. But no concession has been made for the transport of sugarcane. 
Everybody in this House is well aware that the cost of transport has gone 
up tremendously, and in my own area I have found that one cart-load of 
sugarcane cannot be brought to the buying centre or the railway station for 
less than Rs. 10 or Rs. 12, that is, the cultivator must pay ten or 'twelve 
annas for one maund of sugarcane. Sir, this transport question ought to 
have been considered at the time when the Gur Control Order was passed. 
Then, Sir, due to cattle epidemic the number of carte have dwindled down 
as a result of which the cultivators who want to bring their sugarcane to the 
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mill gates or to the receiving centres are experiencing the greatest difficulty. 
Moreover, Sir, the price fixed for sugarcane is not at all commensurate with 
the price of gur and every cultivator is consequently suffering a great loss. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when Mr. Abdur 
Kahman Siddiqi, the Advocate-General of the Government Party, refused 
to accept the suggestion of the Opposition, we expected, Sir, that we should 
he getting the benefit of his deceptive reasonableness in course of the present 
discussion. But since he has ordained otherwise by not standing up to say 
anything, either by way of refutation of the arguments advanced from this 
side of the House or in reply to the facts stated, we are left to making our 
own observations ex- parte. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, this appeal requires some answer 
from me and I hope you will give me a chance. We want one-tenth of the 
time given to the Opposition and even then we shall be able to teach them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: 1 hope ^ou will deduct the time 
that has been wasted by Mr. Siddiqi from the time to be allotted to him. 

Sir, 1 propose to confine myself to only one aspect of the matter. 
Dr. Sanyal has discussed the question of silk and, Sir, it is no exaggeration 
to say that silk is a very badly handled industry of this province and 
Government has never taken it up as a serious question of its own. You 
know. Sir, that during the depression of the world market, v in 11)28 when tea 
and silk were equally affected, since ten was a vast European interest. 
Government pulled it up by its own patronage and subsidy, hut silk was 
all along left to eke out its own existence. When the present war introduced 
the silver lining into this otherwise dark horizon, the recent control order 
has practically served as a chain round the undefended neck of the silk 
spinners and weavers. The Silk Controller of Murshidabad and Hirbhum 
has by a notification under the Defence of India Rules forbidden the purchase 
of cocoons except by a permit of no party other than the reeling factories 
which are engaged for war purposes in the manufacture of parachutes and 
the like and as a result of this order affecting the normal structure of the 
silk trade in the two districts of Murshidabad and Birbhum, about 5,000 
silk spinners who produced silk yarn on the charkha have been thrown out 
«h<ng with at least four times as many persons who did various jobs in 
connection with such spinning. Besides there are those who live exclusively 
upon the textile manufacture from silk yarns spun out of the charkha, who 
have also been thrown out of their occupation. And they have no secondary 
subsistence to fall back upon and today. Sir, on account of this indis- 
criminate and thoughtless order they are dying in hundreds by inches. ]f 
war has to absorb some eoeoon, I submit a quota ought to he fixed for that; 
the residue should he left for the open und free market so that the normal 
channels of trade und industry may operate to the benefit of these people. 

Sir, you know that even in this controlling matter the entire business 
and its prospects have been stifled on account of the fact that the matter is 
thoroughly department-ridden. I have seen spinners and weavers and silk 
merchants. They are primarily interested in the welfare of this particular 
branch, but their fates are to be decided and determined by officers whose 
only qualification is that they draw fat salarias and very fat travelling 
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allowance®. Sir, dishonesty is rampant in the department and even when 
the Controller passes orders for releasing yarns, the underlings of the 
department, the officers of the lower grade, never carry into effect these 
orders unless they are paid something. This is having not only a discourag- 
ing but also a thoroughly demoralising effect upon the whole industry a® 
such, and I expect the Hou’hle Minister in charge to rise up to the matter 
to look up the question not only in relation to its present-day problem but 
also to future prospects so that a large number of people who ought to have 
earned a boom during wartime and who on account of this indiscriminate 
and thoughtless order are practically being strangulated may be saved. This 
will not only save a big and useful community from starvation but will also 
place the industry, which was once a glorious industry, on a road to fair 
prospect in the world of post-war reconstruction. With this observation, I 
support Dr. Sanyal's motion. 

Mr. R, A. H. 8TEVEN80N: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not wish to take up 
time this morning to a greater extent than is necessary, but the matter 
upon which I have certain observations to make, is one which affects 
directly the lives and well being of more than 2 lakhs of people in this 
province and will, I hope, ultimately increase the prosperity and the 
purchasing power of many hundreds of thousands more agriculturists. 

My subject is that of assistance to the hundloom weaving industry of 
Bengal. Of all the cottage industries, it is recognised that weaving is the 
largest in normal times, but so dire are the straits in which the weavers 
have found themselves during recent \ ears that it is feared that the 
cessation of hostilities and the ultimate return of the province to normality, 
may find that this industry has become so moribund that it will not he 
possible to revive it at all. 

I have recently made a study of a very comprehensive report on a survey 
of cottage industries in Bengal, which was carried out and published a few 
years ago. In this very illuminating work are precise details of the various 
cottage industries which are carried on throughout the districts, and pride 
of place is given to handloom weaving, as being the most widely practised 
and important of these various handicrafts. 

Even at the time this report was compiled there were many definite 
signs that the handloom weaving industry, in particular, of these crafts, 
was in extreme danger of total extinction. 

The low prices of machine-made cloth were, of course, the chief reason 
for the ever-diminishing output of hand-woven cloth and more and more 
weavers were finding it impossible to eke a living out of the reward of their 
efforts, after the mahajan or middleman had had bis share of the profits 
and his interest on the loans which he had made to the weaver to enable 
him to purchase raw materials. 

During mofe recent times the abnormally high prices of raw material® 
have taxed the purchasing powers of the weavers almost to extinction, and 
it is gratifying to note that some slight relief has been granted to the 
weavers by the applicatoin of the Cotton Yarn Control Order®, which have 
enabled raw material® to be purchased again at a more reasonable price 
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These weavers, Tantis, Jugis and Jolas, are craftsmen possessing a very 
high degree of skill which has been handed down from father to son for 
many generations. But unless some assistance is given, and given soon, to 
tliese men they will he forced by economic conditions to forsake this means of 
livelihood and find others by which they can earn a living. The result of 
this is only too obvious. The art of hand weaving — and an art it is too in 
the true sense of the word — will be lost to this province and all chance of 
the resuscitation of this, the largest of Bengali cottage crafts, will have 
gone for good and all ; but not, as I am sure all thinking men will agree 
with me, for the good of the province. It is not my suggestion that only 
the relatively small number of people actively now engaged in hand weaving 
should receive assistance and encouragement to practise their crafts, but 
rather that every effort be made to make this handicraft sufficiently attrac- 
tive so as to encourage agriculturists in general to adopt this additional 
form of livelihood, and practise it during the slack seasons in the farmer’s 
year. 

By assistance and encouragement, I do not mean purely financial aid, 
as from what I have heard and seen of the budget estimates this, in its 
simple form of subsidies, etc., could not be forthcoming. 

A scheme could, I believe, be formulated whereby the Department of 
Industries would engage and allot to this work a small staff to undertake 
the furtherance of this handicraft. I know that the first reaction to such 
a suggestion is bound to be “But where is the money to come from”? and 
in reply to this, I can state that 1 am sure that an organisation which would 
not cost, the province even Bs. 1,000 annually, can be formed — and should 
be formed as soon as possible. Its income would be derived iron) small 
profits derived from the marketing of the bandloom products, sufficient only 
to pay the salaries and expenses of the organisation. 

Its functions would be — 

(1) To make advances where necessary for the purchase of raw 

materials and equipment, without any interest charges being 
levied. 

(2) To give technical advice and assistance with a view to improve- 

ment of designs and the finished product and methods, of 
production. 

(d) To make arrangements whereby the cloth when manufactured 
should be marketed as advantageously as possible. 

(4) To carry on propaganda to interest cultivators other than actual 
weaver castes in the manufacture of cloth during slack periods. 

It may well be that Government are already considering the pros and 
cons of some such undertaking to assist the handloom weaving industry. 
1 hope they are. 

It is certainly true to say that in 1941 the sum of Rs. 2,26,200 was 
earmarked and voted for expenditure on a scheme to improve the ability of 
the aTtisans, craftsmen and small producers in cottage industries to hold 
their own in a competitive market by providing them with the means to 
produce better and sell better, I quote these words from a speech on 
industry by the Hon’ble Mr. Tamisuddin Khan in this House during the 
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10th session of 1941. In a rejoinder, Mr. J. R. Walker of this Group 
expressed the view that although an expenditure of Rs. 2,26,000 seemed 
to him a very expensive way of getting the weavers and brass workers out 
of the hands of the vwhajans he was in favour of the adoption of some such 
measures to alleviate the position. The scheme included the establishment 
of two sale and supply depots for handloom weaving products. 

In my opinion, this was a step in the right direction. But what I 
should like to know now is, were any such steps taken ? And if they were, 
what were the results? Unfortunately, no further information has been 
forthcoming to date, and the last bulletin on the handloom cotton weaving 
industry in Bengal to be published is dated 1941 and makes no reference 
to the establishment of these depots, or the success or failure of the scheme 
as then formulated. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, Sir, that I am not the first member of this House 
to speak on this subject, but I feel strongly that Government should let us 
have as early as possible an idea of the measures which they intend to 
adopt to alleviate the utterly unsatisfactory condition into which through 
neglect the handloom weaving industry this province has been allowed to 
sink. 

The patient, if we may regard this industry as such, is in urgent need 
of medical attention, and it is essential that the necessary treatment should 
be applied as soon as possible, or the consequences may well be the demise 
of the industry. (Applause.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, the previous speakers 
have spoken about the handloom industries and the development of cottage 
industries in detail and I think it is needless for me to repeat those things 
again. I would simply touch one or two points. 

As regards difficulties in getting yarn at moderate price b\ the weavers 
Government propose to control the prices. This is welcome, but I am 
sure the vendor will not sell it at controlled rates. For instance, paper 
price has been controlled and the lowest price fixed is five annas six pies 
per quire, but it is not available in the market unless more than double of 
that price is paid. 1. therefore, suggest that in every district or subdivi- 
sional headquarter where theie are large number of weave! s a sale and 
supply depot should he started direct under Government control, so that 
thousands of weavers ma\ get yarns at controlled rates and thus earn their 
means of livelihood by manufacturing doth. Take the instance of Madras 
and see how the handloom products have overflooded (he market of Bengal. 
Why should not Bengal be up and doing to replace Madras by local 
products? The difficulties should be investigated and solved and facilities 
should be given to the weavers of Bengal. The Director of Industries in 
1941-42 evolved the scheme and provided money in the budget to make 
experiments in three or four places but it was stopped. On the other hand, 
a new Fishery Department was opened which proved a failure many times 
in the past. Instead of this waste of money Government could provide 
for a scheme for the development of handloom industry. 

Production of cotton is indispensable for the development of handloom 
industry like cocoons. Formerly it was managed by the Agriculture 
Department and now it is managed by the Director of Industries. Like 
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sericulture cultivation of long staple cotton should be brought under the 
management of the Director of Industries. Ninety-nine per cent, of 
cotton cloth is being used by the people, but nothing is being done by the 
Government for the cultivation of long staple cotton. I, therefore, urge 
Government to make arrangement for the production of cotton in Bengal. 
If cheap yarn can be made available to the weavers of Bengal then that 
will facilitate them very greatly and nothing in this world would be able 
to stand in competition with the cheap Bengal cotton. We have got all 
sorts of climatic conditions suitable for the production of cotton. So if we 
try we can produce the finest cotton in Bengal. This is not a new thing. 
Bengal used to produce in old days the finest cotton of the world. It is 
only the revival of the old that is necessary and for that every attempt 
should be made. But what is Government doing in this direction? No 
attempt is being made by them for the development of long staple cotton 
This is a very important thing and I, therefore, urge Government strongly 
to see that this matter, namely, cultivation of long staple cotton is taken 
up by the Industries Department as has been done in the case of sericulture. 

As regards pottery from my personal experience I can sav that the 
training of students on this subject has been a total failure. The officers 
deputed for the purpose of training proved to be quite incompetent and 
without any business knowledge. Unless Government appoint suitable 
experts and put pottery on a commercial basis it will he a mere waste of 
money . 

As regards training of students and weavers in artisan classes in Govern, 
ment technical schools, I must say that this is a very important thing. The 
students should get full training at leust for two years, and, it possible, 
for three years, so that when they come out of the schools, they will be 
able to produce such fine cloth as can compete with the world market. 
They should work somewhere as apprentices. 

Then, Sir, handloom industry is being hampered because ot the fact 
that part of the work is being done by the Co-operative Department and 
part by the Industries Department. This anomaly should be done away 
with and the work should be conducted under the control of one depart- 
ment. 

Mr. 8UKUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is not my intention to 
take much time of the House. I shall confine my speech only to making 
a few suggestions about the handloom industry, the Organisation and 
development of which are the crying needs of the province. It is very 
heartening. Sir, to know that many members of the House are taking 
interest in the subject and especially, Sir, that the European members are 
taking some interest in this indigenous industry. 

Sir, from the year 1937 I have been trying to draw the attention of 
Government to this matter and many Ministers have come and gone but 
very little has yet been done in this direction. I want to point out that in 
this matter the initiative has got to be taken by the Industries Depart- 
ment. Unfortunately, Sir, the handloom industry is placed in the hands 
of two other departments, namely, the Co-operative Department and the 
Civil Supplies Department. The weaving is done mainly through the 
Co-operative Department and supply and control of yarn by the Civil 
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Supplies Department. As far as my knowledge goes, there is very 
little co-ordination between these three departments. Moreover, the two 
other departments cannot take the same interest as the Industries Depart- 
ment. Specially, Sir, the Civil Supplies Department has got at present 
so much work to do in other respects that it is not possible for that depart- 
ment to get interested in this matter. There is a Bengali proverb 
“xstCfa 'SfaFI I ” an( i f°r the handloom industries the same thing 

has taken place. No department takes any real interest in this matter. 

Sir, it is a pity that while handloom industry is being daily developed 
in other provinces like Madras and Bombay, in Bengal not much has been 
done by any of the departments concerned. 

Sir, it must be remembered that Bengal is a deficit province as regards 
cloth, and at the present moment due to the difficulty of transport ' not 
much cloth is coming from Bombay and Ahmedabad and also the cloth 
that is still in Calcutta cannot be distributed in the mufassal. The only 
solution. Sir, to this problem is the development of the handloom industry 
which will be able to feed the mufassal and Calcutta consumers and as 
we all know, Sir, in Bengal the handlooms are producing as much cloth as 
the Bengal mills. This tact is not known to main persons. Even under 
great difficulty and disadvantages the handlooms are producing the same 
amount of cloth as the Bengal mills, and I think it is possible to double 
the output of the handlooms it onh proper organisation is done by Govern- 
ment. 

Sir, 1 do not want to take any more time of the House. In concluding 

1 only wish to repeat the suggestions that 1 made in my previous speech, 

namely, that a conference should he immediately convened with the 
Ministers of the three departments -the Co-operative, Industries and Civil 
Supplies — and the M.E.As. from the handloom districts to formulate a 
scheme for the development of the handloom industry and an autonomous 
body started with adequate funds to put the scheme into action. 

The Minister in charge of the Co-operative Department did not even 
care to reply to my suggestion. I only hope that the Minister in charge 
of the Industries Department will at least care to reply to my question. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: TO-tfj ittfi, Pm nm Ht*. oiti 

*p»ci iti ittn v-ti i -a? =n*-n o-i w Mtfli fin 4W1 

flu 41 ; itPtMT fiiti srt® TOTfei i Pm 41 ; itPt«n o*l frjfe 

Mfir® uti i Mti t wi o,*t *tl®-ficw if® TwfasTi S*t?nmir*i 
HI Itl pFCltllcai T-Stl, ItPltMtttl afs '5 Ft It? UpH Mil I 4H Mt*t$ 

i 4’5Mtn (Ttsi iti ipn citi Prcra iti§ S^f® ? nfirar i 5 ^ itn 

iitlti iftfc itm, fian, Sfsini <?*tMi tgci cli 1 it* it* Mft, 

itPr*T-Pm sti ci<r 1 cuprafn ifiisft a Pro to? unm ?itii 11 *tfi 1 

IJI'3 MUtltltl? -P? ClCM pM-ltflCMH H MCI C*tH 7X1 H I 

l^l tl ifelS^Tf otH iftl Mlt^l D I CV3t*, Mlt, fl, 41 CltuSMtlf? CMH 
CMlH'tPffi MJlSrt I 'JtH CMatf oWtll Cl* ®tt1$ IfaflM ITT Wff$? 

®»fp51 WIT f?5 MICH H I if* ®t1 PW ITC-HtM 4® Ml 

*5 H I 
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Babu RADHANATH DAS: Sir, as the time at my disposal is very 
short, I shall try my level best to limit my speech as far as I c an Most of 
the members of this House have drawn attention to several industries such 
as spinning and weaving of cotton and woollen goods and silk goods, 
fisheries and other industries. But nobody in this House has drawn the 
attention of Government so far as tanning, boot and shoe-making and the 
making of other leather goods industries are concerned. With regard to 
these industries, I want to draw the attention of Government to the very 
pitiable condition of the people of this province who carry on these trades 
for their living. In the report of Government for the year 1941-42, it has 
been made quite evident that there is only one institution in .Calcutta so 
far as tanning is concerned and there is only one institution so far as the 
making of boot and shoe industry is concerned. If you, Sir, look at the 
number of students undergoing training in these subjects, you will be able 
to understand, Sir, how far the Government are callous and indifferent so 
far as the teaching of these industries to the people of this province is 
concerned. There are only 27 students in the tanning institution and 2d 
students in the boot and shoe-making institution. Of these 27 students who 
are taking lessons in tanning, 7 are from outside Bengal and only 20 belong 
to Bengal. So far as the boot and shoe-making institution is concerned, 
out of 28 students 21 come from Bengal. If we take the number of people 
•who carry on these trades and their dependants in Bengal, 1 should say 
that it would be not less than 12 lakhs and w'e have onlv one institution 
for tanning and only one institution for boot and shoe-making to cater to 
the needs of so many lakhs of people. So, I would request the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned to pay particular attention to this aspect of the matter 
and to see that the industries are developed to some extent at least in the 
interests of people who are naturally concerned in them. 

Dr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I rise onh to ask one question. I 
want to know whether the Government would consider the desirability of 
withdrawing bans from the branches of the All-India Spinners’ Association 
which are absolutely necessary in view of the scarcity of doth ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to speak only a few' words in reply to the observa- 
tions which have been made regarding the fishery industry. We are fully 
aware that the department is practically starved and hopelessly inade- 
quately staffed. 

The department was re-established in 1941. As soon as we took up office 
we began to enquire whether the department could be developed. We came 
to know that it was the decision of the last Cabinet during the time of the 
last Ministry that no new scheme which was not in connection with direct 
war effort would be budgeted for. That stood in the way of the develop- 
ment of the Department of Fisheries. So the developmei^ of the depart- 
ment was not previously considered. Now we have taken up the position 
that fish is an important food of the country and in view' of the presence of 
a large military force in this province, the fish situation has become so 
acute that it has become absolutely necessary, that fish production should 
be increased. In that view of the case we have decided and asked the 
Director of Fisheries to submit schemes so that the department may be 
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strengthened and the production of fish increased, within 4 reasonable 
time. (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : It will end in scheming.) Without 
scheming nothing can be done. A scheme has got to be prepared and it 
has to be passed by the Finance Department and by the Cabinet. Every- 
body knows it and Mr. Walker knows it best of all. 

As regards the complaint made about posts being earmarked for the 
Muslim community, we had to make an honest attempt. In several cases 
we have tried and where we failed to get suitable Muslim candidates we 
have decided to take candidates from other communities. In the Fisheries 
Department we have taken people from other communities and appointed 
them to posts reserved for Muslims. It is not a fact that the technical posts 
in the Fisheries Department have been allowed to remain vacant in order 
to satisfy the demand of the Muslim community. 

I accept the valuable suggestions which Mr. Walker has made, for the 
development and increased production of fish in Bengal. It will be my 
duty to see that those suggestions are considered thoroughly. I would ask 
the Director of Fisheries whether any scheme on those lines could not be 
prepared and, if so, to come up with proposals. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we he enlightened on this point? 
Are we to understand that the Directorate of Fisheries was constituted 
without having any scheme? I understand that there is a scheme which 
has been under operation. 

The Handle Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There was no scheme for the production of fish as i have already stated. 
Research alone will not help us. We are short of food at the moment and 
we must bring in increased supplies of fish, 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, the time at my 
disposal is very short and I shall not be able to do full justice to the various 
questions that have been raised during this debate. But before coining 
really to the cut motions I would like to take this opportunity to invite the 
attention of the House to a misunderstanding that unfortunately exists in 
the mind of the public with regard to the real scope of the Department of 
Industries in relation to provincial economy. In the existing state of things 
the Provincial Department of Industries has to function under so many 
limitations that the activities of the Government, in spite of the best of 
intentions of the Officer in charge, cannot embrace all the aspects of the 
industrial development, with the result that the achievements cannot fully 
meet the expectations of the people. (Rai Hakkndra Nath Chaudhcri : 
Therefore, abolish it.) It is not a question of abolition. Tt has to be 
remembered that constitutionally situated as we are at present, tariff, 
finance and transport are not provincial subjects and therefore provincial 
industries have got to work uuder these limitations. It is no use saying 
abolish, but we have got to work under these disadvantages and limitations. 
Many of the people — some through ignorance and some, as my friends 
opposite, deliberately — misrepresent things and make all sorts of allega- 
tions and charges against the Industries Department. 

Now, Sir, I will 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The Hon’ble 
Minister in charge has said that some members — and particularly pointing 
to me — deliberately misrepresent to the House. I would like to know which 
facts of mine are challenged by him. I say it is no use creating a smoke- 
screen. My friend knows very well that he is not capable to meet one 
single charge of mine. 

Mr. 9PEAKER: This is not strictly speaking any point of order: this 
is a personal explanation. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I challenge him to prove what 
misrepresentation there is in my statement. I am not in the habit of 
following him in this matter. Yesterday also, in regard to a question he 
replied in similar terms. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : Sir, 1 do not think that 
I should take any notice of what Dr. Sanyal says except as a member of 
this House and as a member of the Opposition, and I have no inclination 
of taking any notice of him. 

Now, Sir, 1 will come to the question of kandloom industries first . I 
can say that 1 agree with many suggestions that have been made in this 
House and l shall certainly try to see how far we can give effect to those 
useful suggestions. Sir, as far as the handloom industry is concerned, 1 
admit that very little has been done so far to organise* the handloom weavers 
in a proper manner. There have been many difficulties in the past and 
the department at times prepared schemes which, owing to the change of 
Government us well as other difficulties, were not given effeet to. Sir. I 
am not giving out any secret, but 1 can tell the House that the department 
has practically prepared a very comprehensive scheme for the improvement 
and development of handloom industry. Sir. the point i> this: one thing 
has got to be remembered that the main question in the case of a handloom 
weaver is that we have got to make arrangement for the supply of yarn. 
The main question in regard to cottage industries is that it is not possible 
for small industries to arrange for supply of raw materials at economic 
prices. The mum problem is to try and arrange so that we may have depots 
where the Government can arrange for supply of yarns in large quantities 
and then distribute them to the weavers at economic and cheap prices. 
This is one problem, and the scheme deals with that. 

The second is marketing of the finished goods. The small weaver, who 
produces finished goods out of the yarn finds it very difficult unless he 
can market it immediately and quickly. The scheme also contemplates 
that. The first question is the supply of yarn and the second is the 
marketing of finished goods and every other assistance to be given to the 
weaver. So far as the present position 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: What about sizing materials ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwtja 8HAHABUDDIN: All the other advice and 
assistance to be given to the weaver will be considered, but these are the 
main points, namely, supply of yarn at a reasonable price and the arrange* 
ment for the marketing of finished goods. 
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Sir, my friend Mr. Gupta has complained that Government have not 
made any arrangement to relieve the difficulties on account of want of 

transport. I would like to remind him that these difficulties of transport 

are due to war conditions and are inevitable at the present moment. If we 
want to ignore and shut our eyes from the real facts, it is quite a different 
thing. But in no country, especially our province which is practically 
next door to the war field, the condition can be normal, and these are the 
consequent disadvantages of the war conditions, but as far as this depart- 
ment is concerned, whenever any representation is made to the department 
that any particular industry or any particular individual in carrying out 
its or his trade is finding any great difficulty either of transport or of any- 
thing else, the department takes it up at once in the appropriate section 

and tries to relieve the situation and represents the matter to the relevant 
Central authority and tries to do everything possible to relieve the situation. 

Now, Sir, as far as the supply of yarn is concerned, under the Central 
Government’s Yarn Control Order there is a Controller of Textile and the 
Civil Supplies Department is in charge of the supply of yarn at the present 
moment. The Director <4 Industries has taken steps to bring the represen- 
tative weavers in touch with the trade and at the present moment, according 
to my information, we have not got much complaints about the lack of 
supply of yarn, but, as 1 said, we are working under certain disadvantages. 
Still if any partieular ease is brought to the notice of the Director of 
Industries, I am sure he will take all the necessary steps to assist the person. 
(Mr. Sfkumak I) fit k : W hat about the formation of a handloom board 
which 1 suggested ?) It is not possible for me to give all the details of the 
scheme, but 1 will certainly keep in mind the suggestion made by Mr. Dutta 
and will see if that scheme which he has just mentioned can lu» usefully 
introduced. 

Sir, as far as the (iur Control Order or the Sugarcane Control Order is 
concerned, I would like to explain the position at some length. The posi- 
tion is this. We have been accused that we went and promulgated this 
Gur Control Order and put on the cordon without any consideration of 
what its effect will be, but very few people realise the situation with which 
we were confronted. Last year, the total sugar, according to the figures, 
required for consumption in this province was 140,000 tons and the totul 
production of the province last year was — I am speaking from memory — 
in the neighbourhood of 10,000 tons. The Sugar Controller for India 
informed us that in the coming year he was going to allot only 85,000 tons 
to Bengal and the other 55,000 tons will have to be produced in Bengal 
for our consumption. That was the situation. It was an impossible 
proposition. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That was also your creation 
because your representative was not sufficiently alert at the conference.) I 
do not think such interruptions need any answer. We were confronted 
with the situation that for the consumption in Bengal we had to maximise 
the production of sugar to the extent of 5-5,000 tons and it was an impossible 
proposition, but still we had to do something. If later on we were going 
to ask the Government of India to increase our quota, then we ought to 
have been in a position to show to the Government of India that as far as 
Bengal was concerned, we did everything possible to maximise the produc- 
tion of sugar. That was the position we were confronted with. 
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Then, Sir, the position wus that the price of sugar was, as you know, 
fixed. The mills came and said that mi the last year’s price they could 
only pay 10 annas for the sugarcane although this year the price was raised 
by l'J annas. The mills said that on no account they would be able to 
pay more than 12 annas for the sugarcane. I do not say that I accepted 
that absolutely as a correct proposition, but it was pressed by them that 
they could not pay more than 12 annaB. However, that was the position 
taken up by the mills that they could not pay more than 12 annas. We 
knew that in view of the economic condition in the province 12 annas per 
niaund of sugarcane was too small for the cultivator and it would be not# 
only a great injustice to the cultivator but that next year the sugarcane 
cultivation was bound to be adversely affected. That was the reason why 
Government decided to devise certain means to subsidize the cultivator. 
It is absolutely wrohg to say that this subsidy was in any way meant for 
the mills. It was entirely meant and intended for the cultivator. (Rai 
Harkndra Nath Chaudhitri : Indirectly for the mills.) I know that 
members of the Opposition will go on interpreting all the actions of Govern- 
ment that we do in the interests of the masses qg if we are doing them in 
the interests of the vested interests and they know and the people who are 
really interested know that we are doing them in the interests of the masses. 

Sir. that was the position that we were eonf routed with. It was 
thought that something more than 12 annas had got to be given to the 
sugareune-growers. We decided, taking various things into consideration, 
that at least 4 annas more should be given to the cultivator and we came 

to this arrangement with the mills that they might pay Re 1 for the 

sugarcane and the difference between 12 annas and Re. 1 would be met 
out of the provincial finance. (I)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal : This is bribe to 
the mills.) 1 should ignore it with the contempt it deserves Not only that. 
It was considered that the price of gut was very high and there was shortage 
of gut in the province — that is again due mainly to transport difficulties 
— and we felt that even Re. 1 was not enough to induce the cultivator to 
deliver or supply HUgarcane to the mills and not manufacture gur which 
would give him a higher price. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: So, the cat is 
out of the bag.) It is not a question of one year only. After all, we have 

got to take a long view of everything and I do not think any civilized 

Government can allow the industry to die so that there is no production of 
sugur in the province nor anyone with any sense of responsibility can 
advocate that Government ought to have allowed the total stoppage of the 
production of sugar in Bengal and not taken any steps. Therefore, Govern- 
ment decided to cordon an area from where cane could be easily supplied 
to the mills to the full limit of its capacity. Time was very short, as I 
explained in answer to various questions and I would not go into those 
details again. Cordons were laid and those people were required to supply 
cane to the mills and not to any other place. 

Mr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mills are not required to buy. 

Uni Hon’ble Mr. Khwt|a 8HAHABUDDIN: That is a point. Sir, 
which I answered in reply to another question. There was a definite under- 
atanding with the mills that whatever sugarcane was offered either to the 
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receiving centres or the mill gate the mills will be obliged to buy every- 
thing and if they do not they will pay full compensation for the supply 
that is offered in either of these centres. That was the position, Sir, as 
far as the sugarcane order is concerned. It was made in the interests of 
maximization of production of sugar and I am sure that with all its 
limitations and the short time within which this order was bi ought ia 
force it has worked fairly well. 

Now, Sir, I would refer to the question of silk industry. As far as the 
criticisms against the Government policy with regard to silk industry are 
concerned, I think that they are very unfortunate. We can claim that we 
have done everything possible und the line on which we ure now proceeding 
is the best for the development of the silk industry. As far as the Silk 
Control Order is concerned, it controls the prices of cocoons and different 
qualities of silk and gives priority to Government to purchase cocoons and 
silk both in required quality and quantity and also prohibits extra tnovc- 
ment outside the province. The filature silk is required for the manufac- 
ture ot parachutes, and it is a veiy high quality silk that is necessary , 
and because attempts are being made to improve the quality of silk, it is 
going to be a permanent benefit to the silk industry. As regards the 
defects that there are in the order, I shall very briefly refer to them. 
Although there is a controlled price for rharka silk, Government did not 
undertake to purchase rharka silk. The result was that there has been a 
good deal of black marketing. It is just the problem between rharka silk 
and filature silk, and I can tell the House that Government have already 
decided to introduce monopoly purchase of rharka silk also. That will 
eliminate the unhealthy competition and black marketing between rharka 
silk and filature silk. (A voice from the Opposition Benches: What, about 
the rates P) The rates have not been fixed on a provincial basis. They 
have been fixed as far as war industries are concerned in competition with 
the other provinces all over India and 1 may tell the House that since we 
have come to office we have raised the price to a very satisfactory level. 

I think I have finished. As far as the tanning and shoe-making 
industry is concerned, I am very glad that a reference has been made. I 
may inform the honourable members that so far as the students who have 
passed out of our institutions are concerned, they are well provided in life 
and are carrying on very well. I admit that it is necessary that we should 
increase the number of such facilities and instructions in the province. 
(Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta: Start schools in the mufassal.) I admit 
that we ought to do that, but there are all sorts of handicaps. Still we 
have got to do as far as possible. 

I will very briefly refer to the point raised by my friend Mr. Israil 
that Government aided institutions are not working very satisfactorily and 
the trainees who come out of those institutions are in many cases not able 
to earn their livelihood. If I understood him aright, that was the point 
he made. I am very sorry to bear that, but there is only one thing of 
which I may inform him. We have got a very small number of inspectors 
who can go round and inspect these institution*. I promise that w* will 
give all the consideration and care to uaprqvo the institution* a* well *• 
to add to it* number. 
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One point, Sir, I have finished. General criticism has been made that 
no appreciable increase has been made in the provision under this head. 
Sir, there is one thing which I want to remind the House, namely, that 
over and above the activities of the Industries Department the Director of 
Industries as the Agent of the Government of India is carrying on a very 
large amount of industrial work in this province. The House, I am sure, 
will be glad to know that to the extent of 5 crores rupees orders have been 
executed in this province. That is a supplementary activity of the 
Industries Department. 

In this connection I would like to tell the House that various industries 
on the basis of cottage industries are being developed in executing the war 
supply orders, especially the tanning industry and the hat industry. I 
think it is most creditable that unlike other provinces instead of carrying 
out the war supply orders on the factory basis the Director of Industries 
is trying to carry it on the basis of cottage industries which will be a 
permanent benefit to the province*. So when we are considering the 
Industries budget during the war we have got to consider also what other 
activities and expenditure are being made for the improvement and advance- 
ment of the industries in question, on the various war supply orders. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to oppose all the cut motions. Sir, l have 
just been reminded that I did not mention anything about the salt manu- 
facture, a point raised by my honourable friend Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha. 
The other day in reply to a cut motion on the supplementary budget I had 
explained the matter. I do not know whether my honourable friend was 
here. The Government policy is this: we have received the sanction of 
the Government of India to manufacture salt even on a commercial basis, 
provided arrangements are made for warehouses where salt excise duty can 
be levied. At present my intention is to increase manufacture of salt and 
put up warehouses throughout the province of Bengal. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sen that the demand of Rs. 33, 83,000 
under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta that the demand of 

Es. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Es. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 

Rs. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of 

Rs. 33,83,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs.* 33,83,000 
under the head “43— Industries — Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 33,83,000 \mder the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin that a sum 
of Us. 33,83,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 4 *43 — Industries 
— Industries” was then put and agreed to. 

43 — Industries — Cinchona. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency, I beg to move that a sum of Re. 13,2o,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona 

Sir, 1 may say that the latter portion of Dr. Bhautnik's cut motion does 
not come within the scope of the demand now made because the distribution 
of quinine is a subject which concerns the Public Health Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is so. When Dr. Bhaumik moves his 
motion, he will leave out the words “and maldistribution of quinine”. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAUMIK: vSir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 13,25,000 under the head “43— Industries— Cinchona” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 
insufficient production of quinine. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, ^ <p 5M 1 5T ~ *T 5 ^ <^Tt4 TfcVS I TO r 'b5 c f- 

toi Sfo fat C4 ys* ^ cwr 'snott ^ i jfa <? ft 

441 CT5 "TOr 4 $ *1^5 ^71 I 3.G 

4 £« ;t ^ 4( r .TC£ I TOT 4t*«n 7 T?Wf^ 

i^f-v < 41 ^ ^1 I India Government. TO quinine^* \5t* <?R 

<\T 3 t 7 ?? z\Uz « ^ reserve qpn quinine 4 * 'SFotFT 3 fTOft4 r 

fSftrrc^ I *rf* quinine *ffOT 4 f $\5 vjtn 5$T«T TO C^ThTR 

fa& I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 13,25,000 under the head “43— Industries— Cinchona” be reduced by 
Rh. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the mal- 
administration of the department and the failure of Government to effect 
larger production of quinine. 

Sir, there are two subjects that I propose to invite the attention of the 
House to. One- is regarding insufficient production of quinine. In reply 
to a question asked in this House a few days ago, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge laid certain figures on the table showing the progress made during 
the last few years. These figures clearly reveal that in spite of the best 
efforts made by various sections of this House, the increased production of 
quinine in this province has been extremely slight and in fact it is not 
at all commensurate with the requirements of the people. Time will not 
permit me today to deal with the various aspects of this question, but I 
feel that one important reason for this failure lies in the monopoly which 
the Government enjoys in the matter of cinchona plantation and manufac- 
ture of quinine. If Government would release private growers of cinchona 
in sufficient number to produce the cinchona bark, then and then alone can 
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a quick and a large increase in the cinchona industry be possible. So far 
as the manufacturing side of it is concerned, the factory at Mungpoo is 
in my humble opinion capable of handling a much larger supply of bark 
but it is the supply of bark that is really standing in the way. We have 
in the Darjeeling district large and useful tracts of land occupied by tea 
gardens which land could properly be utilised for the production of 
cinchona plant. It would not be possible perhaps for Government to 
acquire all such lands and to extend cinchona cultivation on the same, but 
if Government enter into some kind of arrangement with such tea garden 
owners that the land which would not ordinarily be suitable for tea produc- 
tion but which would be suitable on the other hand for the production of 
cinchona plant might be used by these tea garde*® for the production of 
cinchona plant and the bark produced therefrom be taken over by Govern- 
ment on some agreed basis, then probably a larger yield of quinine in this 
province may be secured in a short time. 

The second impediment that lies in the way is the unsympathetic attitude 
of certain class of officials in the Forest Department towards the Cinchona 
Department. There had been for years a sort of unhealthy rivalry between 
the two sections over the plantation side of cinchona production, but ulti- 
mately the two sections were separated and yet even now there is Ih is un- 
healthy rivalry going on in various ways. As a result, Sir. I gave notice 
of a question a few days ago in reply to which the Hon’ble Minister stated: 
two senior officers of the cinchona factory at Mungpoo were assaulted In a 
number of factory hands. It is my information, Sir, that Government did 
not take adequate measures to bring the offenders to book and did not make 
any serious attempt to create a permanent peace in the atmosphere prevailing 
over there because mainly certain interests were involved who were deli- 
berately trying to keep up the differences or to keep up the bad feelings 
between a section of hill tribes and the Bengali Chemists. As a result of 
this a serious situation has lately arisen in the factory and the production 
in the factory has certainly been jeopardised for the time being and is 
likely to be seriously affected in the near future. 1 know one very good 
assistant of that department has already left the service. His name was 
given out in the reply to my question and he left, as was stated in that 
reply, because the conditions of the factory did not suit him. I believe 
that an euquiry should be made to find out if anything is standing in the 
way of increased production of quinine as a result of these differences. 

Mr. G. P. MACPHEH80N: Mr Speaker, Sir, in pre-war days 
supplies of quinine in India, coming as they did mainly from Java, were 
plentiful, and during budget sessions the subject-heading “Cinchona” 
attracted but little interest. With, however, that source for the meantime 
closed to us and Bengal perforce now the main source of supplies, the 
seriousness of the situation makes the subject one of grave importance, and, 
if I may with all due respect to the Chair say, worthy of a longer time 
for debate than the meagre half an hour allowed today. India, and Bengal 
in particular with its many malarial tracts, is very short of this most 
necessary drug. 

As a Government monopoly it might furnish an opportunity for me 
perhaps to join those who seek solution of problems in recrimination, but. 
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though for many years Government’s policy, with the exception of its 
recent belated, though commendable, extension of the area planted in 
cinchona cannot be but deplored, no useful purpose can be attained by 
pursuing such a course. I^et us rather, Sir, express our fears and appre- 
hension for the present and for the immediate future, and ask the Govern- 
ment of the day for full assurance that they at least are taking strenuous 

steps to make the best of what must be accepted as an unsatisfactory 

position. The blame for this unsatisfactory state of affairs is not theirs, 
but my party teels (and 1 am sure it is a feeling others must share with 

us) that they must tackle the problem of quinine supplies with all earnest- 

ness and energy, and ensure that every available ounce of quinine is 
produced from the factory at Mungpoo in conjunction with the plantations 
in Northern Bengal. 

Malaria is on the increase and with the exception of certain private 
enterprises who have done commendable work in this direction, sustained 
efforts at anti-malarial measures iu the province, approaching the standard 
I saw in Malaya some years ago, would seem to be conspicuous by their 
absence. Thus, through circumstance India has now to rely on cure 
instead ot enjoying prevention, and that cure must mainly be effected 
through the use of cinchona products. Bengal as chief supplier and one 
of the main consumers has a duty to perform which cannot be treated lightly. 
With Ceylon barring the export of cinchona hark this situation b»H been 
further aggravated, and. though hard words have been used in protest, 
against this bar. Ceylon with its own problem of shortage cannot be 
altogether blamed. The solution of Bengal’s problem must lit* with 
Bengal through the medium of the ways and means in its own possession 
of valuable cinchona properties. It is. Sir, therefore obvious that the 
subject of Government’s plantations; the administration of the factory at 
Mungpoo; and the subsequent distribution where malaria is most rife, not 
only to hospitals and dispensaries, but to the public at reasonable prices 
and improved supply are all matters of paramount importance and urgency. 

According to the reply to a question by my honourable friend, Mr. J. It. 
Walker, on the 17th February, the production of quinine in this province 
rose from roughly 58, 0(H) lbs. in 1942 to approximately 09,000 lbs. in 
1943. It is stated that Government’s scheme of expansion of quinine pro- 
duction has as its target an outturn of 100,000 lbs. per annum within 12 
years by gradual extension of the plantations and expansion of the produc- 
tion capacity oF the factory. As, however, Bengal alone consumes in the 
vicinity of 90,000 lbs. annually it will he seen how inadequate the present 
production is, and no matter how commendable its long-term scheme may 
appear, it must be apparent to all that means must he devised immediately 
to increase outturn for 1944. 

Taking monthly production figures into account, these, Sir, do not 
appear to be satisfactory, and it is our opinion that the Hon’ble Minister’s 
replies to supplementary questions made last month in this connection do 
not altogether explain their wide fluctuations. For example, production 
fell from 5,350 lbs. in January, 1943, to 3,985 lbs. in February; 3,488 lbs. 
in March; and 3,574 lbs. in April. It then rose to 6,632 lbs. in May and 
still further to 8,054 in July but again fell away to 5,729 lbs. in September. 
W*f*el, Sir, that these fluctuations have some other explanation than one 
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of natural seasonal reasons, and we think that the Hon’ble Minister should 
take the House into his confidence in this respect. 

Unfortunately rumours are circulating freely that ail is not well. We 
hear of labour trouble at the factory. If this is correct, we would like 
to know what steps are lading taken to rectify the trouble. We must ask 
why a Government concern cannot successfully employ a type of labour 
which is found satisfactory in private enterprise in the same district. If 
the personnel is at fault, we suggest that a change in the personnel be 
made : if on the other hand work conditions are at fault, these should be 
made the focus of an immediate enquiry and settlement. With dissatisfied 
labour outturn must be adversely affected. 

Rumours also reach us that the factory is not working to full capacity 
due to an over-cautious policy of bark-stripping being adhered to at the 
plantations. As a practical planter 1 can sympathise with the officers 
responsible for this well-intended policy and their desire to avoid deteriora- 
tion of their charge by over-cropping, but we feel, Sir. that such fears must 
be discarded in the face of necessity caused by the existing shortage of 
quinine and the alarming increase of malaria in the province. That a 
stepping up of production at once by all means known to the departmental 
experts, even to the verge of over-cropping, as steps to meet the present 
emergency, is u matter worthy of early consideration is tin* opinion of my 
party, and in his reply it is hoped that the llon’blc Minister will give the 
House assurance that his attention will he diverted towards the betterment 
of the supply of quinine in the province. 

An allied subject on which I wish to touch in conclusion is in relation 
to that valuable plant, / /him cu an ha . from which Kmetine is produced. 
We understand, Sir, that Mungpoo is the only place in India when* this 
medicinal herb is grown to any extent, and iti view of its value as a cura- 
tive medium in cases of dysentery, a disease common m this province, we 
would like to see some active interest taken by this department in the 
extension of the cultivation of the plant to a greater extent than at present, 
so that at an early date production of this drug also may become an asset 
and a profitable produce of the province of Bengal. 

Sir, with these few practical suggestions, which 1 recommend to the 
H on ’hie Minister in charge of the Cinchona Department, I resume my seat. 

Sir HARI 8ANKAR PAUL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, you are aware of the 
fact that, malaria is a prevent ible disease with an adequate dosage of 
quinine. But a serious situation has arisen in the province because of an 
acute shortage in the supply of quinine. This is the cumulative effect of 
inadequate home production, stoppage of imports and a very severe 
rationing of the supply of quinine manufactured at the Government. 
Cinchona Factory at Mungpoo. The result is that the people are getting 
only a negligible fraction of their requirements. Unless the Government 
can arrange for adequate relief at this crisis in the history of the province 
they will be lamentably failing in one of their primary obligations to the 
suffering public. An idea about the extreme inadequacy in the supply of 
quinine can be formed from the fact that in 1942 the Government distri- 
buted through District Collectors only 5,00(1 lbs. of quinine for the public. 
The quantities of their distribution in scanty doles in 1943 have totally 
been inadequate in view of widespread nature of the disease in Bengal 
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and this will be admitted by all. The information elicited from the 
Hon’ble Minister of Forest and Excise the other day regarding the produc- 
tion of the cinchona bark and actual output of quinine from it in 1941-42 
and 1943 at the Cinchona Factory at Mungpoo may appear somewhat 
inviting and Government scheme of expanding quinine production to reach 
an outturn of 100,000 lbs. per annum in their factories at Mungpoo and 
Munsong is appreciated but have these figures on paper been able to extend 
the maximum relief to the dying and suffering masses? The people want 
actual doses of cinchona products and no jugglery of figures. The primary 
duty of the Government should, therefore, have been to secure release of 
a larger quota for Bengal from the Central Government reserve stock of 
quinine. 1 do not deny the importance of regulating the supply and 
distribution of quinine at a time when imports on a normal scale cannot 
be expected. Bui we were however told by the Government that there were 
enough supplies of quinine in India representing at least 2$ years’ normal 
consumption. In view of such a stock position, it is reasonable to expect 
larger supply for Bengal from the Government of India. Humanity 
demands such a course of action. I am not aware what steps the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have taken in securing larger releases for civilian people 
of the province. If so, will they tell the House the results thereof? I 
would su\ a few words about the rationing scheme in respect of quinine 
distribution 1>\ the Government. We are told that allotments are made 
to each district and to Calcutta in proportion to the local incidence of 
malaria and that the first preference in each area is to he given to hospitals 
and public dispensaries for free issue to poor patients. It has been 
officially stated that supply should henceforth he available at all hospitals, 
public dispensaries and retail distribution centres. But if we are to judge 
bv results, supply even now seems to be very, very inadequate. The crying 
need of the limn is more quinine. Nor has the selection of retail distribu- 
tors been made in a judicious manner. The distributive machinery is far 
from satisfactory and requires overhauling according to the needs and 
special circumstances obtaining in the province. As far hack as March, 
1943, wc were told that the United States of America would he giving 
India quinine to the extent of 80,000 lbs. It was expected then that this 
quant iU when received would be distributed among the people and would 
thereby relieve the count r> of the scarcity of quinine. I am not aware 
whether this entire quantity has arrived in India. Even if it has, the 
position has not improved in the least, rather it has further deteriorated. 

In the next place, I would refer to an aspect of the problem of import 
of this vital commodity. It is a matter of great surprise that while Govern- 
ment are allowing imports of finished consumers’ goods on a liberal scale, 
as a measure of anti-inflation, the list of essential commodities to which 
priority has been given does not include quinine which should be given a 
higher priority and that His Majesty's Government he requested to arrange 
larger supply for India. The shipping position is now easier. Shipping 
difficulty should, therefore, provide no obstacle for import of quinine. 
Even now steps should be taken for supplementing the available supply of 
quinine in India by making arrangements, through the help of Inter- 
national Organisations like the Red Cross Society, for the importation of 
sufficient quantities of quinine from Java. 
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I will just touch on the unreasonable prices of cinchona products pro- 
duced by the Government. An average sample of Cinchona Ledgerina Bark 
gives an yield of 8*5 per cent, total alkaloids. Of this 5*5 per cent, was 
found to be quinine base. The yield of quinine sulphate from this was 
7 8 per cent. Taking the price of a pound of cinchona bark to be eight 
annas and the selling prices of quinine sulphate and cinchona febrifuge to 
be Rs. 18 and Rs. 14 respectively per pound (the pre-war selling prices of 
these Government products) the gross margin of profit is found to be 200 
per cent, or more. The manufacturing cost cannot be more than 25 per 
cent, and taking other expenses to be about another 25 per cent, the price 
in normal times even could have been reduced by 50 per cent, of the then 
selling prices. What was true in pre-war times is true even now for the 
enhancement in the present cost of production cannot he more than 25 per 
cent, of the pre-war cost of production and as such even today the present 
selling prices of quinine may be reduced by 50 per cent, (to Rs. 20, sav, 
from Rs. 37) leaving more or less the same margin of profit for Government 
as in pre-war days. It is not understood why in this poor country the 
Government should have gone in for such unwarranted profit in quinine 
transactions. 

Lastly, 1 would say a few words as to how home production of quinine 
sulphate can he increased. The fall of the Netherlands East Indies two 
years before should have put the Government on their guard. They should 
have foreseen this acute shortage of quinine and taken steps for enhancing 
indigenous production. Under the Russian method quinine can be had 
from cinchona plants within a brief period of 2 to 2} years. The just 
thing tor the Government should, therefore, have been cither for themselves 
to start cultivation of cinchona plants under the Russian method or allow 
private enterprise to come into the field. Rut the department sat tight on 
the matter. Neither they moved in the matter in light earnest 
nor allowed private parties to grow cinchona. If one of the courses 
suggested above were taken by the Government on the fall of Dutch 
East, Indies into Japanese hands, we would have In this time a cheery 
prospect of a larger home production of quinine, which must have 
encouraged Government of India to release larger quantities out of their 
reserve stocks. But iustead we find a pitiful picture. It is a regrettable 
fact that Government could not find suitable land that could be spared, 
in course of two years, ft is not understood why suitable land could not 
be spared for this urgent and humanitarian purpose. Time has however 
come when bold and drastic steps should be taken for a complete reorienta- 
tion of the policy of the Government regarding cinchona cultivation in the 
province. The situation brooks no delay. The Government should, there- 
fore, lay before the House their clear-cut policy in respect of home 
production. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARM A: Mr. Speaker, Sir, within the 
short time at my disposal it will not be possible for me to give reply to 
all the points that have been raised. From 1939 up till now r we have 
extended the cultivation of cinchona by 1,943 acres. As I had stated in 
reply to a questiou, from the normal production of quinine, namely, 45 
thousand to 50 thousand pounds per annum we have increased it to about 
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70 thousand pounds. The productive capacity of the factory has now been 
increased by 30 per cent, so that the factories can now handle up to 20 lakh 
pounds of bark per annum, whereas formerly they used to handle 15 lakhs 
of pounds per annum. 

Sir, vs ith regard to fluctuation in production I want to say that thip 
industry is not like other industries. Here plants will have to be harvested, 
barks will have to be collected and dried and some other factors will also 
have to be taken into consideration. 

As regards expansion of cultivation for Ipecacuanha , 1 may say that 
Government have already taken up this matter and it has been extended 
since 1941. The progiess made is as follows: — 

As regards extension in 1941 the programme was 700 compartments and 
the actual was 754 compartments. In 1942 the programme was 1,000 
compartments and the actual was 2,214 compartments. In 1943 the 
programme of extension was 1,000 compartments and the actual was 1,250 
compartments. In this wa\ in 1 04 1 the expected harvest according to 
programme was 500 lbs. and the actual harvest was til 5 lbs. In 1942 we 
expected 700 lbs. harvest, but the actual harvest was 841 lbs. In 1943 
the programme was 500 lbs. and the actual harvest was 708 lbs. 

Sir, the above figures show that we are not neglecting this side of the 
industry and are doing as far possible in this direction. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose all the cut motions moved. 

The motion of Dr Gobinda Chandra Bhowmik that the demand of 
Its. 13,25,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries- -Cinchona” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of l)i. Nalinakshu Sunval that the demand of 
Rs. 13,25,000 for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona” 
be reduced h\ Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion ot the Hun'lde Mr. Freudian Banna that a sum of 
Rs. 13,25,000 be granted toi expenditure under the head “43— Industries 
— Cinchona” was then put and agreed to. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a question ot privilege, Sir. With great 
regret I am referring to an incident which interfered very seriously 
with the privilege of a member ot this House and for that incident one 
member of the Opposition was responsible. Sir, yesterday one member 
belonging to the Go\ eminent side was prevented from coming to this House 
and was kept under strict guard into the House of another member of the 
Opposition. tH r - Nalijjaksha Saivyal : ^ *rtC , T^T 

^ 15? (laughter). J When I will disclose the facte of the incident 
you will see, Sir, that the members showed greatest shame about this inci- 
dent and I thought that Dr. Sanyal, the Chief Whip of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party, should have patience to listen to this serious matter, 
but the manner i^ which he is treating this matter, a question of privilege, 
shows that perhaps the fact is within his knowledge. This is a letter which 
has been addressed to the Leader of the Bengal Coalition Party by a 
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member of that party and the member is Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali. The letter 
runs thus: “Sir, yesterday while I was passing along Harrison Road I 
was taken over in a motor car by Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz and taken to the 
place of the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca where I was kept under a strict guard 
and so I could not participate in the Assembly voting yesterday”. Sir, can 
you think of any incident more condemnable than this? (Mr. Abdulla-aj.- 
Mahmood: Shame, shame.) I expected that when I said this, the Opposi- 
tion would listen to this incident with regret and they will express their 
sense of shame at least, but I find that they are not at all ashamed of this. 
Sir, I pity them as they did it in desperation. I move that in accordance 
with the traditions of this House this will be referred to the Committee of 
Privileges. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to submit to you our view- 
regarding this allegation. I have got fullest sympathy with the demand 
for an enquiry. (Uproar.) The Whip of the Government has invited our 
views on this matter and I say (Uproar.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Dr. Sanyal, will you resume your seat? 
It h as been stated in this House as a matter of privilege. 1 must tell you 
in this connection that 1 have often heard of privileges of members of this 
House, but uj) till now I have not been able to understand what the 
privileges of a member of this House are. In fact, under the Constitution 
Act, a Privilege Act could have been passed by this House and I think some 
steps towards it were taken, but the matter stopped there. Government 
after Government have come and gone, yet nobody lias taken the trouble 
of getting that Bill passed. I, myself, have not got a ven clear idea about 
what, the privileges of members of this House are. Here if the allegation 
is proved to be correct, it becomes a criminal offence (Uproar.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Let them go to the Court. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: The ex-Chief Ministei was insinuat- 
ing yesterday upon the members of this House (Uproar.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order, it is a serious offence and it is an affair 
which, if correct, reflects, to use the mildest, expression, no credit upon 
any body. I have been asked to refer this to the Privilege Committee. 
As 1 have already said 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, before that we want to make our 
submission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not at this stage, dust listen to w-hat I am going to 
say. I know- there is a Privilege Committee. I do not know' exactly when 
it was formed and what function it discharges, but I think there is a 
Privilege Committee. Before this matter be referred to that Committee 
I myself w-ant to be sure about the privileges and w-hether this matter 
should be referred to the Privilege Committee at all. I will give my 
decision on Monday next. 

Adjournment 

The House w-as then adjourned at 1-30 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, 
the 20th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
20th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Navsher Ali) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and 202 members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Relief to teachers of secondary schools. 

84. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Education Department aware — 

(t) of the present condition of the teachers of all aided High English and 
Middle English Schools in the Province; and 

(n) that the teachers of these schools are hard hit by the present 
economic crisis in the Province? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps are 
being taken by the Government to ameliorate their condition? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): ( f n Yes. 

(In The matter is under consideration. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased In state if then* is ,m\ definite scheme before (iovernment to 
ameliorate the condition of teachers? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: There is a scheme but 
it has not been finally sanctioned. The Hon’ble Education Minister in his 
speech during the discussion of the Supplementary Budget has told the 
House that it would require a sum of Its. o() lakhs to give relief to the 
teachers, Inn now it appeals that that amount will not be sufficient but a 
sum in the neighbourhood of Its. 7*> lakhs would be necessary. Government 
will try to provide for that amount. 

Mr. ATUL CHAN0RA 8EN: With reference to answer (/<), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Government expect to take 
a final decision in the matter? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Very soon. It has 
already been stated by the Hon’ble Minister for Education that the scheme 
will be implemented by the end of April and, if not by the end of April, 
a month or so hence. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what amount, if any, has been provided in the next year’s 
budget for this purpose? 
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KhaH Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The estimates do not 
include this provision, but after the preparation of the estimates for the 
present year Government have adopted the scheme. 


Mr. HI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to give us some idea as to how they are going to give relief to teachers? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: By giving a substantial 
dearness allowance to the teachers. 


Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any relief has been given to teachers in the current 
financial year, 1943-44? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The scheme as it is 
proposed is for giving relief to teachers during the year 1944-45. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is also considering the suggestions 
made on the floor of the House by various members that teachers should 
be provided with ration at concession rates? 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: So far as that question 
is concerned, it has been said by the HoiTbie Minister tor Education that 
Government have considered it many times but they are not a position now 
to say definitely that they can do anything in that direction. It i>, however, 
hoped that the matter will still receive the consideration of Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: 'Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what are the difficulties experienced 1>\ Government in the 
matter of extending relief to teachers in the shape of ration at concession 
rates ? 


Khan 8ahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The difficulties are 
various and many. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state why the primary school teachers are omitted? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Government be pleased to 
consider the desirability of sending a copy of the scheme when prepared to 
all the members of this House before giving effect to it? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: That I cannot say off- 
hand. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state how much amount is going to be provided for giving relief to 
primary school teachers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Supply of ration at oonoaasion rataa to gazottod officers drawing below 

Rs.800. 

*5. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether members of the Bengal Junior Civil Service and other gaaetted 
officers drawing pay below Rs.300 per month are supplied rations? 
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(b) II the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether any 
ration is supplied to Special Officers, Debt Settlement Bowds, Inspectors of 
Co-operative Societies and upper grade clerks drawing pay below Ra.300 
per month? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the officers referred to in (a) 
experience difficulty for non-receipt of ration or any dearness allowance? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate to give any relief to 
these officers? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Tulsi Chandra Coswami): (a) The only gazetted officers entitled to 
draw rations at concession rates are those who are in receipt of a cash 
dearness allowance, i.e. t officers stationed in Calcutta, Howrah Sadar or 
Alipore Sadar whose pay does not exceed Its. 1G3 per mensem. 

(b) Our scheme aims at granting within the resources of Government 
relief where it is most needed. 

( c ) Yes. 

( d ) They are non-gazetted Government servants. 

(e) I am aware that these officers have also been hard hit by the rise in 
the cost of living. 

(/) No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference lo answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us why the officers stationed in 
the mofussil area whose pay is less than Rs. 103 do not enjoy the same 
benefit as the officers in Calcutta, Howrah Sadar and Alipore Sadar are 
getting ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: With reference to answer (c), 
may I ask the Hon’ble Minister if he is aware that members of this House 
are also hard hit by the rise in prices ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: With reference lo 
answer (r). will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Circle 
Officers, Special Officers, etc., are entitled to get ration and dearness 
allowance, if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: T could not say off- 
hand, but they are hard hit. If the honourable member gives me notice 
of this question I shall certainly answer. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the employees of public bodies drawing a small salary art 
also entitled to this benefit? 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 


ift 
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Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: In the question itself several grades 
of public servants are mentioned. The employees of public bodies are also 
public servants. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it a fact that non-gazetted 
officers who are getting Its. 300 or less are getting ration at concession 
rates P # 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I think, in some 
cases they are. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why should there be any distinction among this class of 
officers P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: According to certain 
rules, and the rules operate automatically. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the officers belonging to the Junior Civil Service and 
officers like Special Officers and others are entitled to get dearness allowance 
and ration at concession rates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : There are certain 
rules: 1 have not got the rules before me. But if under the rules they 
are entitled to get dearness allowance and other concessions, they will 
certainly get them. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Questions over. 

Enquiry into Pending Questions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May T draw your attention to the 
fact that replies to questions have not improved? A suggestion has come 
to you from Mr. Sibnath Banerjee in jail that in printing questions and 
answers the date of admission may be printed along with the answer as is 
done in the Central Assembly? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I know this matter has been repeatedly agitated on 
the floor of the House and I have given you some assurance that I will hold 
a conference and will give my decision Inter on. I am enquiring into the 
matter in order to be able to gather facts but it is not yet complete. I will, 
however, make a statement on the subject next week and in the meantime 
I will try to gather facts. 

DEMAND FOR CRANT8. 

7 — Land Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 34,51,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “ 7 — Land 
Revenue’ ’ . 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : JftCS*, fer NlW 

cttc crtatt w a ^tfcft tpsfafci 
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Hr. SPEAKER : ^ move ^73 vftORI 

Maulvi ABDUL WAH&D* I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 
the failure of the Government (a) to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Land Revenue Commission, (b) to reduce rents of the tenants hard hit by 
famine, (c) to introduce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill before 
the Legislatures. 

4$ ^t$ft $131 4 $ 03 3ft*lT33 ^*ftft*t 333fCt 3t;3t 

fmtfr 3c*iH<y 31 wftftft ^ ^-3t3f3o«t3 

3t33t3 §55 $13 3ftt3 43; 5tftRI tpsrbre <3ft3 33t3 

3TM1C3 3t;3t3 3#^ , ^3^51 (Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik: 

3f3 33i?i “<5i” ?) *3 wm 3tft 4 $ $fcft 

£p3t3i>1 *tft373 S'^tfTo 33f| I 

3t33ft 3\3t‘ 5 tft> 3fCM, 3ftt7?f3 3W-3^t*#3 03 ctfl'ifft <71 O^ft^ffOT *[33 
3^ $T31 fb3Ttft 31 3ft*rtft tf v f1 3T3 fttf3 $T3, 43; (7ft 

<31331 frf t503 faf tf^S 2T3 43TC3 47Tfe I <?ft cgtgt3 *R3tt3 ^m^3 C3 

H’pRtfl’ tf3l $13 C33t3 33T ^Tt331 4^ *11337 CWtU33 303 §*tfT3 3 r C 3 ft > <3 t3 
<7ft 3tffa $*t3 ?[ 4 ft 3ftwi 3t3T — fb3Tlft 3^133 371 03 '331 333 $ 

33^5 $T3 ft - 31 ^3 03303 fto*1tlC <7T3t3 ®r3T 43$! 3 r f3*t3 3F3D5, 3Tr* 

3ft*l3 31 oft 3m Tftf3 3~31 $3 I (7ft 33$$ ^ft*^ ^5»3 C*f3 3^3t3 <14 
fto*tft" f?03ftU3R C3 wft*tft *[‘41 <503 CTSJft W5 I 43; #n ’3rtC31 3 7 T %SR 
03 'ftf33 'G '^m*n tf3T3 333 '4\5< C3®$ 33f*R *ftr? felTtft 3C 1 3t3’3 

31 Wft^tft *pf] 37T 31 ftrs *1l37Sft '5^33 3t3l3‘f6t03 43$1 3^ft ^1333 «fftT 

331 C3F5 *1103 I 43; (?ft 3*3 srft*t3 '3 ^3313 tp§f33 §*13$ *t^C3 I 3W033 

^rtU33 $*|3 03 r ft333 331 $T3 31 I 4$ 3031 (7ft 3ft*l033 ftTtfOftft 3’^3 r5 tl I 

^ftft 33775 ft^to 3ft3o1, 3^3t3 3l%3of3 ^ C3 3ft- 

3^51%, 3t3 ^3t3 3ft %33 3t33ft ft: C3, ¥3R3 C 3^ 3ft>To1, C3ftC3& 

*r5f3 ^3?ftty3 3o c t"3 3331T3 ^5 3Tt3 W3 Tt*f IC&3 3C®P 3bt51 3 r C3’3 wft^tft ^3l 
(71313 ^F3T tpm ^JT3 ^C3fk33 -23," ft^ 3tl5^ 3tC3 vfiwtft *pfl ^5T3 C33t3 
^3113 3 ^31^ C3t33l 3771^333 <43* 3C®F 3W ^-33tG 031331 C3F103- 
f^C5R C3 9 tf)^1^ff3olf.3 3^33 CST3f3 3l3T r ^t3y 3F31 733 I ft 3^31 

3ft5Tot3 03^ S3t3 3^^ 773 3t3t5t*t1 ftu3 #7^3 (7^ ^rm 3ft T03 333T 
C33C3 3^313 3ft3ol — ”33 0ft3f3-?f3t3 03 3ft3G3 ^ 3t*31 C31?fC?F 

«4t33 T3C^3— 1 5t31 ftF ^33333 3 r C3TF3 ? wft^tft tf3l ^C3 C*TG3t3 ^3l 
^ 3T3 333 s ” ^33t3t30ft S'ft 3[ft 3lW3 33tT5 3tT71R !! 

Sir, ^rtft 433 fTOt31 3^3775 5ft ft-*5 3f5PT3t3 ^3 3tW31 3TTt3t3 43$! 
^t»C3 3 ^ ftC3$ 3ftf&C5 ftC5%33 ; C3^tC3 4$ 3ft»T51 03^3 3^33 ftcHC^f f 

t5ff*fa ^^tft ^5*1133 ftfSSftl ¥30^3 5ft 4$ 3f*31 C3H 3 t3i 5lftf31 ^31133 3f3tft3 
^ft31 33 33t3 W3T blfttHl £|3FT$r$ ft^ftl 4^ ^tft3T3 S 4f tfT3 C3t03 C3$tC3 *ItlV 
^tC3 ^rftC3 330^3 31 033 ? 43; 3T3 3C3 31C31 ftr^ftl 33P 5ft 5tftf3» 

18a 
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TOot? TOS'SI OfTO V'lTl'ii <f«r fiftTOpf CTO r 4$ ■F'TOITO ~sn 
TO CTOF TOftl CTOtfttl^t'OTOT! TOTfTOTO 1$Ti ?fHl rot 5 TI, TOftl 
tori ro? to rot roi TO's TOn to?? ^rc«rr ?rj f%:roft fats 

'G ctoti f?«r?i TO$, 4*?? <t#te?? tot TOt? ■^ 3 ^=n so to sr^n^rrm, TOtfiTO 

4^ ?f?TO s|f«T(.s>ni C^tf"t f??l ?TO TO 5 ! %lT?5>ll!jl <FC? f?(.'J(.fc | , ntf5f fig^fJTl 
5ft — <fW 3 rfi 5 TOl TOft TOT 4 5 Fi>l TtiPt ^PFTI TOC's 9 tf*l 
{V^n? (Mr. Abdulla Al Mahmood : cro ?7?71 051 RtTOftft ft TO TO!?? t) 
Rtfa to to «wj rot® 5ft — *rfftt?r tr'ti to c??t? ?ro frog 

Trfi'i'si C*Tt'r*fl ?t?f^tft ®TO ’Of?s“ < rN (pointing to the treasury benches) ?^<n 4 ?" 
^ttTO h'sm RfV? TO iSt&fTOH, fTO Rtf? Rtf? — 5(t;5n C?t*f? fft[ urfiprt? 
*ftl #:?? *t®TOl so TO wfifirtft if-tl ®ro C??1? ftF’ttst I (Mr. Abdol 
Latdt Biswas : 5ft ift Rt?tn c?ft? ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

vprm urfaro, itto tTOi ®tr?? "twin so to^ srfortft *pti to ct'sttfa f?c?ttft i 
Rfftt^t tf*fl ^tR wont? TOfl It'S ’ffi’rei TOf^R C'Ttn'-tl ?r?i in i^TO? §-5? 

?t*F? ntro nrot?? fth ifW'TTtr ro nluc<i ?*t to® ?ro fro cnt'ftt? 
▼*w*< 'ftf 'oft root-stm rot? ?rof?t? root ^jftt ro iftn srtr^t fe? nto. 

tc-M ?fspt®i cto fit®? to, cro® c? erffttft tr«h '•ro f?t® TO 1 <fft- 
etw fefn fts rot? tot otto? Rtro? tot so to c??? froi ?t®t?rf® wto? 

*»0 TOT 'if??® !Tf 5 fi 1 nfsppstre ®t^C 5 *ttW f? I Sir John 

Herbeet ^ <Q' m ^^ 3 , ^ itf® <fTO cn '.r^ tjrfSn 

oft wnti ?f? ?i ?f?i ito) c? ’wfrpslr’F ®tn ns? wsi ?i 1 

(Mr. Charu Chandra Roy : i?r nppi) ?tfs fTO ITOS 4? Cl — 

ftr. 8PEAKER : jp^, ^ ^ I 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : 4$ <sf?*tTO jtw *r*t 4 '=ffc^. Sir, 4^5 

'ait’tfns to fnmfti *tf%«j:psT 5 t? ?i 1 

ftr. SPEAKER : c? n*»t 4 <tt?li.'s 'TOt? C^FTOT 'irMfc ?ft ; jppj sf(^<r j 
Maulvl ABDUL WAHED : <(*$, ^5 ^ ^ ^ F _3 tI ^ r 

c»tfti nftt 5t€r «ttTF 4?t ’TOtre ft *t^ cw? ptftfnrr m ?? 
\US 4?t ®ft ’TCF 'TO TO *t5> fsrfa? frcn ITSH® OFtC? 'JTtTOftl «Fft<tl 
C ?®1 fnra 4?fti c*ffirt <5 ?r^5 TOT I ®tn ferj? ^n ^ ^sitfn nt^ ^ 1 

»tor oft C’tfti npft ?tfh«f 5 T cki? on, mi %n ?® ?® ?? * 1 ^%* 
c^rf® CTftw Jt oTfttre fror TO 4?; wt^T 5 tfro <?«t c^Twd? ^ ^n^fttoft 
??wi tc? w'Otn 1 TOTO ®fti pFff?? <yftitt^»tt®i, nFsrt^ cTOt ?TOto 
*•* ^ ^ It'S** f^’«OF ; n'5TOTOi?f5TTOf^i TO^<yftTO*t?tfe. 
'sOft Ht^t f 5 ^ 1 ftni 4? TO TO TO ?tf 5 rai cn^, 4^TO? “^Ftf??t ?tf% 

to >*rroF 1 4* stro nrjTO'f toi ?#to nftnrei itkro croft t 

(hear, hear.) ^tft TO 4?^1 fro? 4TO? roC 3 5ft ; tfWl TOTOTO? ^ 
4?t TOtm 4^ *fftro ’Fro TOcto frorf^ a>fa to, grow 

fitj ®*tro toc^— (A msmbkr fig ^ rorc^f) ro fro? root? =n to« 
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faf faf toc? i fa's gwtn ^ n;c*ftTO* to sfwta cto«t ts 

« ?fan C*tOt5; <51 CTO3 <5fal 'TO’F Sftv^tfil CT ^fa<5 iJtHtf <71 S r «(t6) 

'tffa *n to «tPrfa ^ i ^gryTOf’l *nf% — fa^i ctois ssft*r W'tFt «pn- 

’IfSlS'f ’TC M3 5(fa<fl Oof"5t 4ft Us ¥ ll'ics; *T1 I 

« Sfatai sfros, 'stts i fas c’T’ftTOFtsr To 1 wfaftrss 

'*WSf% *fl fact? *f^J ’f’H ^31 ^3^^ TO - I (71? STOTtS fa^ffiJrfatfS *J43, f t ft?l 
’•TO? TOI 3tfa*t TO ^l- J H<(t?TO TO8 Tf<5tp3 ’HI TO$, 

^<3ra 'spntt i * 4 ? ^nw ^ffj sfifawi =is ; sto stfa 'staF fa ? 

<51 ?fa HI— 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tour time is up. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I l>eg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7— 
Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to 
raise a discussion about failure to provide the landlords’ facilities for quick 
realisation of rents. 

Sir, from the trend of tenancy legislation in Bengal since 1928 and the 
attitude of the Government, it will appear that the Government in this 
province have forgotten that the} have a duty towards all sections and 
classes of people in the matter of realisation of their legitimate dues. It 
is far from my mind to suggest that legislative measures to palliate the 
unnecessary hardships of the tenants or to remove their legitimate grievances 
should not be undertaken. They are perfectly welcome. But what I want 
to point out is that in the name of safeguarding the interest of the tenants 
an atmosphere ha.s been created by which payment of rent has now come 
to be regarded as an unnecessary evil. When the Government is the direct 
landlord, realisation of rent even by summary proceduie is excusable, but 
attempt at realisation of legitimate rent even with beggar’s bowl in his hand 
by a landholder is a crime! Many people including the Government seem 
to have forgotten that the landholders exist to collect Government dues 
and unless the Government help them how can they expect the landholders 
to be able to discharge their obligations to the Government and pay the 
revenue. The result of this attitude will be that ultimately the Govern- 
ment is to suffer. Is there any equity, any sense of fairness and justice in 
a state of things whereby the Government can crush a class of people by the 
exercise of their sunset law and at the same time create a situation making 
it difficult, if not impossible, for their agents to realise their dues from the 
tenants or tenure-holders ? But this is what things have actually come to! 
This may crush the landowmer but will help nobody. The only logical 
sequence will be that the land will pass from one hand to another and the 
same difficulties will remain and repeat‘themselves and there will be a vicious 
circle, creating confusion and chaos. No-payment mentality is already 
there and it is a natural human weakness and if encouraged indiscriminately 
and even in cases of legitimate dues, it will not stop by creating confusion 
merely in the spheres of agriculture, trade, commerce and business but will 
make the existence and continuance of any stable and sound Government 
impossible. 
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Some people are blinded by their frenzied fury against the big land- 
lords imbibed from their ill-digested creed of socialism. I sympathise with 
their feelings and convictions, though incoherent and ill-co-ordinated. Bui 
I must tell them that in the name of communism, or should I say 
neo-communism, they are bringing down and have already brought down 
a large section of the landholders to the level of the proletariat but have 
failed to raise the lot of the proletariat. The landlords according to the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and according to the socio-economic structure of this 
province do not mean only a few big landlords. They do include an over- 
whelmingly large number of poor people holding barely a few hundred 
acres of land and having very small margins as collectors of rents. They 
are not rich, they are not idlers and shirkers but are educated, industrious 
and cultured. These classes of people already struggling hard for their 
existence, have been reduced to an extremely unenviable position. A good 
number of them have not even the money to sue the tenants for their 
continued default for four years for the institution of a suit for a paltry sum 
of Rs. 4 or Its. 8 means an aggregate expense of Its. 2d or more. Even 
after going through a long and complicated process of law when a decree is 
obtained and the tenure is purchased by the decree-holder in lieu of his dues, 
does the trouble of the landholder come to an end? This is only the 
beginning of fresh troubles. The land in law belongs to the landholder- 
buyer but the tenants continue to possess the same without any further 
liability to pay rent. 

Whatever little opportunity for realisation of rent through law courts 
has been left for the landholders after Hie passing of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment ) Act, 1940, and the incorporation of section 1G8A, this has 
often been made infructuous by circumstances which were evidently not 
foreseen even by the legislators. For the amendment of that section in one 
important respect a Bill introduced by me is awaiting your consideration. 
The section deserves thorough overhauling and recasting in the light of 
the past experiences. 

There is an idea underlying all the measures thus far undertaken for 
the benefit of the tenants that dilatory tactics in payment of rent help the 
tenants. But this is a very wrong idea if a long and enlightened view is 
taken. Accumulation of rent duo to undue allowance given to the tenants 
is not a friendly act to them though it may sound a bit harsh outwardly. In 
reality it only makes easy payment 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret, your time is up. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: May I have two 
minutes raoreP 

Mr. SPEAKER: I regret. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ra. 34,61,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, in order to raise a discussion about absence of any 
comprehensive plan for the rehabilitation of destitutes and for the f>reveti- 
$ion of alienation of land from cultivators in distress. 
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Sir, I hardly need any speech for the motion that stands in my name. 
In connection with various questions put to the Government, it was revealed 
that so far Government have only met the immediate issues — the problems 
which they were faced with last year. The issues that are before us now 
and during the coming few weeks and months are yet in a nebulous state 
aj'.d we are in the dark about the intention of Government both with regard 
tr rehabilitation as well as in particular with regard to the arrangement that 
Government propose to make for preventing alienation of land. While on 
tl is ground I submit, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the .Revenue 
Department should make it absolutely clear whether Government propose 
to have any wide and big-scale rehabilitation scheme introduced in this 
province to save the province from a disaster for generations to come, or they 
would again pursue a policy of drift as they have been normally used to. 
We have several officers appointed. I understand, Sir, that a Special Officer 
was appointed to look after the problems of rehabilitation and it is under- 
stood that he has no more work in hand now. Schemes were put up. The 
schemes involved certain land legislation as well as certain measures for 
relief and encouragement of industries. We have yet to know' wdiat Govern- 
ment propose to do, which of those schemes have been approved and what 
measures have been taken to see that schemes so approved are actually put 
into operation at an early date. 

So far as rehabilitation is concerned, it is rumoured that Government 
have decided to place about Us. 50 lakhs or so with t he Industries and 
Commerce Department for having some kind of programme of rehabilitation 
of small and decaying industries both with a view- to improve the industrial 
conditions of the province as well as simultaneously to have rehabilitation 
of the famine-stricken people and particularly the artisan classes who were 
most hard hit during last year. We would like to know if the Hon’ble 
Revenue Minister is in a position to give us any details of those schemes. 
The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Finance has stated in his budget speech 
that the deficit that he has so far shown does not include the amounts that 
are likely to be spent for rehabilitation work. It is now' nearly two months 
that the budget w'us prepared and the budget speech was probably prepared 
a month ago. We would like to know' the latest position in that respect 
whether the Government have actually got any rehabilitation scheme framed 
and what money has been proposed to be set apart for such schemes. 

The second thing that I w’ant in particular to draw attention to is in 
regard to land alienation. We understand that there is under contempla- 
tion an enactment to restore land which has been actually alienated during 
the famine period. We are as yet not in possession of details except that 
there was a short Ordinance which has been available. I realise that there 
are certain practical difficulties in the way. For example, we feel that if 
the Government merely propose permission to the actual tillers and former 
owners of land^to get back their land on payment, unless Government make a 
simultaneous provision for advance to such cultivators, mere permission 
may remain illusory and it may not be availed of. There are also real problems 
of ascertaining how many of these alienations were actually done as a result 
of famine conditions and what are the normal alienations and how to 
differentiate between the two. 
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With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
be reduced by Ks. 100. 1 move this in order to raise a discussion about 

reintroduction of the certificate procedure in khas mahals. 

Sir, certificate procedure is a relic of the mediaeval landlordism and when 
in 1937 the whole House agreed to the abolition of certificate procedure, 
the entire province did welcome that as a very progressive step taken. The 
reason is obvious. The principle of a claim is that a notice of the claim 
should be given to the defendant party. The defendants must be heard as 
to whether they have anything to say regarding right or wrong of the claim 
and that decision should be on issues framed, but the greatest anomaly of 
the certificate procedure is that the landlord’s claims are assumed to be 
true and, Sir, the hardships that follow on the basis of such an assumption 
are tot) well known to require any specification today. 

Now, Sir, for some years this certificate procedure was kept in abeyance 
even in respect of Government properties, but today, the third Ministry 
has assumed office in this House to reintroduce the certificate procedure 
through tlie back door. This, Sir, is a very unkind cut to say the least. 
If other landlords can do without certificate procedure, there is no reason 
why Government cannot, because Government is supposed to have larger 
resources and more staying power than the private landlords. If the 
private landlords who have to meet the demands of the Revenue Law and 
the Astum Law, which are very stringent, if these private landlords can 
be asked to look after their own resources in order to meet these demands 
without having had the benefit of certificate procedure, there is no reason 
on earth why Government should not stay their hands so far as their property 
is concerned, because they have larger resources, they have enormous taxa- 
tion resources and they can never he supposed to be in need of money. 

Then, Sir, there is another thing, in a paiticular mauza the same man 
is a tenant both under the khas mahal and under the private landlord. If 
the khas mahal uses a certificate procedure and 'thereby creates a first 
charge upon its ow r n demand, the effect is that the private landlord will 
have to wait and wait till the tenant is able enough to meet the demand of 
the private landlord. 1 submit that from the point of view of justice and 
from the point of view of equity it is desirable that certificate procedure 
should not be reintroduced. 

With these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Ra< Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about the policy 
of fixing revenue of the temporary resettled estates in the Sunderbans area 
and enhancement of revenues by 500 per cent, and more and extreme 
indifference of the Settlement Department. 

Sir, all the deltaio lands on the south of * the districts of Khulna, 

24-Parganas and Bakargaaj are commonly known as Sundarbana forest 

* v 
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area. It was once a home of Royal Bengal tigers, crocodiles, snakes and 
various other wild animals and consequently it was a source of great menace 
to the adjoining main lands and therefore the Government of the day 
leased out the forest part by part on certain terms and conditions to clear 
and cultivate the land. The leases were of various descriptions, via., for 
99 years, for 40 years, for 15 years with stipulations for successive renewal 
every 30 years and the terms were reasonable and moderate for the first 
period. But the trouble started when the question of resettlement for the 
next 30 years came up. There are a number of estates which pay 70 per 
cent, of the amount to the Government as revenue but after several 
representations the Government revenue is now 50 per cent, of the asset 
in respect of 40-year lease land. Sir, lease-holders spent their fortune in 
their venture to reclaim the land, hundreds of lives were lost and many 
a capitalist were ruined in their efforts to make the lands fit for cultivation. 
It was, Sir, a stupid idea to lease out the forest lands before these 'were 
properly built up — these are below the sea level and therefore have to be 
protected by high embankments. The whole Sundarbans area was under 
a Special Commissioner for many years and it is now managed through 
the ordinary administrative channel. 

Now the Government is out of the wood as the lands have been cleared 
and the main land is safe. Government now takes the mean advantage 
and where the revenue was 4 annas per hiyha it is now being raised by 5/6 
hundred times. The late Hon’bie Sir Provash Chandra Mitter, a man of 
great ideas and vision, while he was holding the Revenue portfolio, was 
pleased to grant some concession and recently the Hon’bie Mr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjee allowed some more concessions and was contemplating 
further revision when his term of office abruptly ended. 1 raised this ques- 
tion in this House in 1939 when the then Revenue Minister Sir, Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy gave some sarcastic reply which was worthy ouly of a 
third rate man holding a responsible position with his Upper Chamber 
vacant. 

I now appeal to the Hon’bie Minister in charge of Revenue who is a 
real zemindar, to go thoroughly into this question and do justice and not 
to support the unreasonable recommendations of the Settlement Department. 
This department, Sir, has no respect for the sections of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. They, Sir, do not know the definition of “fair rent”. They, includ- 
ing the head of the department, think in one way, talk in another way and 
write out judgment in quite a different way, brushing aside all canons of 
justice and fairplay, facts and figures. Even the Revenue Board is some- 
til ms helpless. I, therefore, ask again the Hon’bie Minister to send for 
thi representatives of the Sundarbans Landholders’ Association, and hear 
them and give relief and not to follow that maxim "ftsfi *\ 

t.e., when your jungles are cleared, your lands are reclaimed and main land 
is safe, you kick the lessees out and try to throttle them to death. This 
is unfair; this is dishonest. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 

move that the demand of Rs. 34,51,000 under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
be reduced by Re. 100. 
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I move this to raise a discussion about reducing the sale exemption fee 
penalty due to inability to give land revenue in proper time. Previously 
the fee was 2 per cent, but now it has been increased to 15 per cent, and 
even more. The fee should be reduced to the previous rate. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 34,51,000 under the head “7 — 
Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The object of moving this motion is to raise a discussion about reducing 
the process fee for advertisement for sale. Previously the fee was twelve 
annas only but now Rs. 3 or Rs. 4-8 is being taken. The fee should be 
reduced to the former rate. 

I further beg to move that the demand of Rs. 34,51,000 under the head 
”7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion with a view to give many 
thousand acres of the uncultivated Government forest lands of Chakaria 
Sundarban and Ringvong and other forest lands in Chittagong, Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, Tippera and Noakhali, to the peasants for cultivation as the 
lands are worth cultivation, were previously cultivated and would have given 
a good outturn and thereby to assist the “Grow More Food” campaign and 
earn both Government revenue money and foodgrains. 

mt! ItCl Cl motion <31 STOTC5F move I Efrcffa 

C0n?rta FfflfTOI (A VOICE : 7TO CUltl ?) OSTltS Will TO, 

CW^Tfrl Cl Stltflll ClltTO To toTT S1H 1 Sffl Forest Department 

^fiu Hfrom i <3t5i mtfir «rfi %r, oft srfisfere ltf% 

▼firm ▼froi *il5 n itli 51 ci tiro Htfi "Hchtoi nfrotf^ i sTO 
S$ TOCf m S!H>1 fco? ififC#^ I Cl^tTOH oft srfl9%<3 HIT 
▼flit! «MJ '4<3 c t Cl c i> $51 ▼TOft!t! s fCl r ^tf^Tl Cl ltd W* l c f HIT S$* 

TO1C1 H art* ^rtfr 1CTO ItCl? WTOtltll *51 rtft$) rtftU5 

Cli'^HT Clf<5fl$ flflgt! 1C51TOC1 5, Hldt! <Ffl, f^jfl CTO Forest Departments! 
itv ciiM^i ifroi wfi^fi *Tfir it5tC3 Htitv i?ii Hi ’otsH uin itto i 
^1 CltHltfl, fiffljn SI* <5T EfrsftUTS 15 sn wfi 
<3f5ll TOCV3 CTO 1TOT1 51 I 

HfHl }&!* motions! fill Clf%fl$ flflltl 1C5IHCTO «J§ 

▼flC<3f| I flflStl Sir Provash Mitter lC5tP! SI* Sir B. L. 

Mitter revenue mtCll Cl flit! <3f5tl ITOi ‘tol’H 

^TTO I Minister^ (5 efStl* ftHl TO , f^j C*Kl 

ci ^ Stuff fcrm i^fiirc^n s? 

ffSrro tpiti $<ti wr $s 9 fhsi ^iti mi f% s firoi <itfi ifr i^mi 

^ Ji’rlf C7f%ft§ «j£ i <mrei 7tf% »t%sr 

fVttn W’Tft W’TI process fee vjptf' ^1^5 5^5 ( 

lire fV St'Hi Wtf% *n,— 4 ^7 7^77 Tfirai TttT] Tt'fM 7 C 5 ) ^ 

trei, Olio 6m. 8\ StTH, SIIOfefFI CffT TC*f I 
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'flW? TCT Tfi TfiJ 5\ fcfal sJftRI 'STtf t5 -m s TS *317 TOf kfal rtU5 feWl 
*t$T5 pwxsess fee <*p?f 5 ^?n 5*51 I CT ‘.fffa OTOtfkl 4* *PH, CT$ 
fcf?t sfURI ftfs -WA 5fl, cn f9 fcf*l process fee fac* fV f^T*ft3 *ftm 

fart* *firai ’*TMc*5 s&qtr csnu — 

Mr. SPEAKER : ’tmtTt'H J|1m, TO’W-r TO ?til PtCE, 'KHft TBl 

TCJ ifPfTI 

Khan Bahadur Hajl BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : Sir, <ntfa stf* # fafti? 
JW! Ut* I 

Mr. 8PEAKER : '515 TT9 C*51 51171 51 I TO'tft 555 I 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Sir, I W* to move that the 

demand of Rs. 34,51,000 under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about the loophole in section 
168A of the Bengal Tenancy Act, which provides attachment of body for 
realisation of decretal amount of rent. 

arWETC , ^80 ?#Bl ?ptT5 <TOl *KPtt*R TO STf 

§Rp*tT fal OI tfTO wft-^Tl *ttTO? <SRJ ftlRI 'siil 5 C-^f OFtt 

of wfiw ^Tsr=n ?t#t *tc$ oft wfifr «rai TO to fa^ to TO - i fa* <sfa3 

TO TO Ctt ^1 OI tgBT faTOf body warrant CTO TO TO fa ^1 I fa* 

Bahadur Singh versus *FJJpftTO € f CTO? TOBl Mr. Justice Henderson 
01 ?Bl fTOH^*T ^5t05 TO $ 7X0 % — OI TOft Bahadur Singh frBfi fafaHT 

«RT *FpB?tTO c f CTO? faTOf attachment of body? permission cTO5 

<ttoi 4?* ^fa's toTO of srfar ^ffro ?bft ori?ft faftro 

fasPt to? oti % &TO, tfa c?t? tm tor m it fan erfa 

^ ?fift faifa TO? body warranty tTs C v tOf r TOF1 C‘ v \Co *\t Of I ?t? ?T?1 

TO urf? TOTWtT? TORT *W v tf?*T? TO? ^b"4 TO? feOPlU*? 
^ TOT Ofm TOC^ I Judgement^ -^fa*Bl ^Of 3 LT1 — 

Under section 51(6) of the Code of Civil Procedure the Court may 
order execution of the decree by attachment and sale of any property. This 
right is cut down by section H>8A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. To say that 
other modes of execution, which are not referred to in the section, are also 
prohibited, one must read into it something which is not there. 

4$ £JTOf *MC *fg sfldRft’fa fan *fa5t? I 

Oft '3 *T* ’FtBT ^rt ^ fan sfa gBr TO% I 
*tfa ^ fa:m fa tfcat^r toti ^jbTlwtfa fa^n wfa ^jbt TOtf — 
fBn j rd‘Ti^ti^i c tr* n^TTpfr *?ft? ’T^troi 1 fa* <?r 

^ *i^ob i ^Bn 4 $ wt fa^n ^fa ifBf TO? ^fan 0^3?! 1 

Mr. Justice Henderson^f judgment^? TOT $fantf33 J FJTPflR c fT* 

If ff rtt *rt5 TO TO TOt 
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Tf? a ^ ifl? Ordinance «rff% TOT 
SOTtT *tO TFTYl TO TO1 47ft fro ^ 

Civil Procedure Codecs 168A *KF*tpR to*T I 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Mr. Speaker, Sir, men may come and 
men may go but Maharajas will go on for ever 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know, Sir, how long you will 
take to decide about the arrangement of speakers for we have to arrange 
our speakers ? Otherwise I find that contrary to our arrangements you 
are allowing other speakers to speak. 

Mf. 8PEAKER . Dr. Sanyal, kindly resume your seat. I have arranged 
that all the Whips will meet me in my Chamber at 5 p.m., and it is only 
five or seven minutes to five. You can wait for these seven minutes, and 
in the meantime I hope you will not disturb the proceedings of the House 
in this way. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I must tell you, Sir, I did not want to 
disturb the proceedings of the House even though you have been pleased to 
make a remark like that. 

Mr. SPEAKER. All right. If that has offended you I withdraw the 
expression and substitute any expression that may be agreeable to you. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL i Thank you, Sir. Please do not use 
such words in future. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHAs As 1 was saying, Sir, Maharaja Sris- 
chandra Namiy, of Cossimbazar, will go on for ever. He can probably 
suffer people die in large numbers, but he requires speedy realisation of 
rents. Even when there is famine in the country, there are 40 many cases of 
starvation and when people are dying as a result thereof by lakhs and lakhs, 
the Maharaja must have his rent speedily realised. But, Sir, these are 
the occasions when probably a Maharaja with a charitably-disposed mind 
should come forward with a speedy proposal for remission of rents. But 
that was never thought of by him. It is unfortunate that the Maharaja 
now comes forward with a proposal for speedy realisation of rents and for 
a legislation for that purpose. Speedy realisation should mean on the other 
side speedy remission when occasion requires it: remission must be there, 
otherwise speedy realisation cannot be ensured. It is not today only, Sir, 
it is for ages — we may call it, for centuries also— that they are reaping the 
benefit of a legislation which was thrust upon Bengal by the then Adminis- 
tration in 1793, and that was probably the most unfortunate day for Bengal 
when the Permanent Settlement came into existence in Bengal to control 
and govern the tenantry interest. At that time we got one class of people 
who started eating into the very vitals of the people. The people were 
left to their mercy. The Adiminstration did not look, at all to the interest 
of the people. Those days are now long past. Developments have come 
from time to time and ultimately many struggles have led to create certain 
rights in favour of the tenants. But today also they are in such a mess 
that they can ill-afford to withstand the oppression of the landlords. Every- 
body knows howi the tetants are mercilessly dealt with by the landlords in 
yillaye areas : everybody knows how rents are realised by landlords. Even 
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when the tenant is oppressed, it is not possible sometimes for him to 
institute any case against the landlord. That is the situation. Sir, every- 
body knows that land revenue yields only Its. 2,28 lakhs to the Government. 
Whereas, on the other hand, the tenants are paying to the zemindars as 
rent to the extent of about Rs. 18 erores. Where does the balance goP 
Does it go to the benefit of the State? Surely not. Does it go to benefit 
of the tenants? Surely not. The tenants are toiling day in and day out: 
sometimes they get good crop, sometimes they do not on account of 
inclemency of weather and other causes. Rut when they do not get good 
crops, is there any chance of any remission of their rents? No; no remis- 
sion, no mercy. They are left entirely to the mercy of those people who 
realise 18 erores of rupees from them of which the public exchequer gets 
only 2,28 lakhs of rupees. That being the position, Sir, can we conceive 
of any system by which a speedier collection of rents may he made at a time 
when famine is there, pestilence is there, starvation is there, and death from 
starvation is there? Therefore 1 would suggest that Government should 
take steps to abolish the Permanent Settlement. The State will then 
acquire responsibility in the matter of collection of rents, so that there 
may be remissions in really deserving cases also. Rut tin* Maharajah will 
have speedier collection just now and such are the people who adorn the 
opposition benches ! 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM SARWAR H08AINI Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

TOFFff ^ vfc i b 

'srtJc-RJ 4TW1 I *Ttft ^TMl Tft, 

ft: yttftr toictn fra srarei 

^r ftb t wf ^ i — ^ft^ft '3 TSRpRft r 5 tcra m 

■y t tsftf tos 41 ^rft^ ?n arc tor eft 41 

5U I C^T 7 f^ (pft 

qsfuf'ft ^fatft crftjrtft 41 <31^^ C4 TOS 44HT5, 4vfl, fwft, *4 ft^ft, 3T3*T1 , 

*nr ^tGcn, Ttctfft, ■ 3 t*i 44 to w tob right 

<rfiN?ti?Rr stro i <w 4ft w&t ?prfi?r 

♦pfi ffafa 41 4^ ^44i *f44Ri *ri <m t 3fro tptfftraF 4t4i to 

*m esus fro ra fMir fro *tc4 44re 

5HI * ^ ^TTt CT H T ^4l 4W4 4* 4t;*Tl CW4 

«T¥ «T¥ tJWI JpffTT 4t4t$31 *fC44 5-Jc.^t^, C4*t bftfUl 41^30?; I 

( Tfcqp f j 4$ ^IMji TO5> C4-^|$*T] 

^ef^r I TO 0f4l 4ftl «rf44t4 41 <3WRf4 fTOrt44 

jj**tf%* <4t5 ffti4 SCHr^fT, *p*l ^4t4 ScWtJ, ■tfwfST* $WIT 

(7PJ ^ fTO Ir 'Q ^ ^1^ 441^1 ^flWHf, 

vaftC^ 1 Sir, tj^rRT ^ fTO tfWtC^ 5c^ -¥44!4 41 ^5t4 4tW4ff 
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*1* jft w??t? w*n fewm whi cm wtw sifer whj $tm W% * 

5 ^ wfeg few? wrttoiW'f ?i - wffeTt ^ • ?$-?tm? cfcfe 

$fef? Htt? C?Htft03 Hfe WC? HftTH I <3t?*t? ^Wf? *ffetC?? Wt$ OftW W*H1 

wfirw fe? tfwtw? tot wt?t? h$h newt? 1 ® cm? few? t$*t? stfe wr? ?ttwH i 
4 % ^TtCS? V 'Q ^ wtiw '4 few WTOWt? ?T?TT? WC? wfe^t? wfet? 'S ^f3fW f ffr 
?t*wf? wtnift Trf?fe ?s tfwtrw tc?c^h 4*fw3 w fesc^? i 4 ffe? 
Wtft Revenue Minister, Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjeacw WtHtfe C? ?K?t? Wt£?ft 
Tfftfe tfWtfe'ttW 4 $ W^Ttm C*fcW ?W 1 w?ti ST? I wfere ?tww H"?fe 
WfeH? ^ ?t?l W?C3 mi ^ lr 3 55 wfen? 

’Wit<R wfen qwtc*r? wftrwi w?c3 *t? i ^ ?$ w?i^ m, ^ 

w^rmt? Tte; fwfte ywtfetiw c?rft ftre ^r? i wferrft tpit? fetw wtw 
*pps ?fe cw»f3nr ?t;Ht? wc? ?t? ?pH wrt*ftHH — wfetft ?f*fi fer^r? wht 

4?* ^tfetHS tf^TW ?m Session^ ?& ?r^31 7? ^?* ?E 

W?1 *?, W*T5 ferttfr *[«n (7PR WtO*. 05Hft C«RW ’flu, Jt&5 wfer? fe*tt£ 

*ff?m W?1 W? HI I 03 ? fe$? fw c^tt^tH ?TH7 H*tfe <5t51 $fc5«f- 

wtcnn fe wt?tcf? feft? wsfe *ffe 4 cw*r cm wfertft tr*ft? gt^r 

HI m, ?t*«Tt? C?Wt? *PPTTH HHt?tH m HI, <4?* ?t*Ht? fe'3 ??fc 

fe m Hi I fe?H? tprf? '3 §'jfe m hi, ^m*? m m i <sfc wfo 

HH? wferfr tf v f1 Sc^m? ^T?T1 WHt? WHT Wfft Htft WtH t^C ^ I 

Wt? ffe?? t[fis Wtft HWT wc?t% 4?* <lfecH?’3 HHUTt^t WtW^H 

wfeife c? c?fefnS feteH? Tf?i chhh oq^t?^ wfetft tfvft? r? nttr, C5f=r 

tfWfT? Wife C?H? -5tH? Wfe^ cm H*Cft?H 77T ?tt I fe? Wt? 6 ! <& C?, 

WfH?l ?t*Hl cm 03CW fef Ministry | ^w f^rfett. Progressive 

Blinistry ^t? Htfw fefeSt I 5W Ministry^ wtHTH CHfefe ^1? fe 

Sir Bijoy Prosad^<r g^ f fgft %HH wfel? 'Q ?^HfH fetT^t? Bffet? ^ffenf?, 
mhftCH 7C?%HH ft: <ftHtftf f%ft wftm fw HI WTft HI I 4HH Htfw H^5<- 

Grc 6 ^? HH? ftft C?fefe ftft^t? mr^H %fH ^iwwn f?f*tS landholder ^ CH^ 
?^?ih ft^icH? wftm tfftftft, f%ft ^stm ftw wm"? '3 ^tm ft^tRw? 
wte?"? fees? ?fe*> ^ltr?H m 1 tjwi trfenft — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time is up. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Sir, while rising to oppose all 
the cut motions that have been moved by my friends on the side opposite, 

I take this opportunity to place two of my grievances and draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister in charge with regard to them. 

Sir, the first is with regard to the Court of Wards. I do not support 
the policy of the Government to take up the estates of disqualified proprietors 
who themselves cannot manage their estates. That policy is bad and 
Government will do well hereafter not to take up any estate of disqualified 
proprietors. But when the policy is there, my grievance on that score is 
this that the appointments in the Court of Wards are not made on the 
oommunal ratio basis. I specially invite the attention of the Hon’ble 
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Minister in charge to look*to this point and to look to the interests of the 
Muslims and the Scheduled Castes and see that so far as appointments in 
the Court of Wards Estates are concerned, they are made strictly in accord- 
ance with the communal ratio. 

Sir, the second point that I should like to deal with is the Non-Agri- 
cultural Tenancy Bill. This Assembly for a long time past has been crying 
hoarse over this matter and there were proposals to frame a Bill and send 
it to the Select Committee for consideration. Fp till now, no action in this 
direction has been taken by any of the Ministries that have passed. Now, 
I request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take courage in both hands and 
come forward with a Bill as soon as possible so that the grievances of the 
people may be redressed in no time. 

Sir, these are the only two points 1 liked to deal with. 

Mr. «J. A. POWELL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I welcome the opportunity 
afforded by the cut motion of my honourable friend Maharaja Srisohundra 
Nandy, of Cossimbazar, to make a few T remarks on the subject of realisation 
of rents by landlords in this province. 

There are as we all know many undesirable features in the land tenure 
system of Bengal. Drastic measures of reform are called tor to correct the 
many complexities, some of which have their origin in the Permanent 
Settlement: but I know of no direction in which reform is more urgently 
needed than in the legal machinery to which the landlord lias to resort ill 
recovering rents from his tenant. Nobody wants, myself least of all, to see 
landlords given chances to oppress their tenants, to seize their crops or 
employ harsh methods to extort money from them which they cannot pay. 
What T suggest is simplification and speeding up of legal procedure, and 
this, I maintain, would be in tin* best interest of landlord and tenant alike. 

Smaller intermediate tenure-holders are often placed in a difficult 
position as a result of the delay in realising their rents. They may have 
above them a zemindar who has the benefit of summary procedure in reali- 
sation, so they have to pay on the nail on the appointed day. If their 
margin of profit is large they do not need any sympathy on that account; 
but sometimes their profit is small and is swallowed up in litigation costs 
in trying to recover what is legally their due. They cannot afford to have 
three or four years’ rent outstanding. But to cut down litigation costs, 
which would otherwise be colossal they wait, hoping for payment, until 
the full period of limitation has passed. When they are thus driven to 
court, two or three years more may elapse before they can bring the holding 
to sale and realise their dues. 

From the point of view of the cultivating raii/nt it is, in my opinion, 
just as much to his benefit to have a more summary settlement of his 
accounts each year as it is to the landlords. Tn times of scarcity and distress, 
like this terrible year of famine through which this unhappy province has just 
passed, thousands of families have been unable to provide for themselves the 
barest sustenance, let alone pay rents. My point with regard to that is, let that 
position be cleared up straightaway. Where remission is to be granted, let 
it be done, wholly or partially, at once. If something is to be left unpaid 
till the next year, let that be settled. To shelve the matter and let interest 
accumulate is not the way to tackle the situation. 
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It must be admitted that, while economic hardship causes tenants in 
many cases to fall into arrears there are many others who, naturally 
improvident, put off the evil day year after year. Such a tenant ignores 
the suit filed against him by his landlord— he knows there is plenty of time, 
but eventually the day of reckoning comes and he wakes up to find ruin 
staring him in the face. To prevent his land from passing into the hands 
of others he has to pay a sum which, with the addition of law costs and 
interest, has amounted to something very considerable. To raise this, he 
has to get into debt, and the whole miserable business starts again. The 
time comes eventually when he can rescue himself no longer, his land passes 
to strangers, and he joins the everswelling ranks of landless labourers. 

These things, Sir, should not be allowed to happen. Introduce a speedy 
and fair procedure, and much distress will be avoided. If there is any 
question of remission, let it be settled in the same year: start every year 
with a clean sheet, at any rate as far as is humanly possible. 

I am convinced that^iy suitable legislation to achieve these ends, the best 
interests of the people, both landlords and tenants, will be served. 

Bafel MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, some specific 
motion is standing in my name, namely, motion No. 2d, but I am not going 
to move it. T shall only make some formal observations. 

Sir, now-a-days many of the people of different communities have 
taken to fishing as their occupation. But, Sir, T am not concerned with 
them. I mean those bona fide fishermen who have been pursuing fishing 
for subsistence from time immemorial and generation after generation 
They are nearly nine lakhs of people in this province. They have been 
wnccrely pursuing the occupation but they have not been able to make any 
improvement of their condition. These were the people who were the worst 
sufferers during the last food crisis. Tf the Government would have set 
up an enquiry, they might have seen that it is the fishermen amongst whom 
the death rate from starvation was much higher than that in other classes. 
Many of their families have quitted their paternal residence to some other 
places outside the province in search of their food. Government organised 
relief in various forms to mitigate the sufferings of the mass, no doubt but 
these classes, I mean the fishermen, derived little benefit out of them. ’ The 
Government distributed agricultural loans but as thev have no lands no 
such loans were given to them. They started test relief works but as they 
have no other training save and except that of catching fish they could 
have no help then. They organised free kitchens and distributed gratuitous 
loans but they had little relief there partly due to want of proper repre- 
flotation of their cause to the authority and partly to the meagreness of 
the help to the widespread scarcity in the province. It is an admitted fact 
on all hands having a little knowledge about rural area that the miseries 
of these people rose to the climax. They have in many cases sold away 
their houses and m most cases their utensils to keep their body and soul 
together. 

These fishermen are in immediate need of help in cash as well as in 
kind to restore them to their former position. We are pi ad to learn that 
the Government have already taken a move in that direction in the district 
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of Pabna. They have supplied thread worth Rs. 16,000. But from a talk 
with the officers concerned there I come to understand that there is more 
demand. At least six times more help is necessary to meet their needs. 
In this situation I request the Government to arrange without delay help 
according to their needs. 

Sir, during the last crisis mass people suffered more or less but the 
fishermen suffered most. There are some rasons behind it. It is true that 
Government from time to time made attempts for the revival of the fish 
industry in the province and accordingly appointed experts from time to 
time to study the fish problem and fishery situation, but, Sir, we find no 
indication on the part- of Government at any time to enquire into the social 
as well as economic position of the poor fishermen. 

The fishermen lead a very wretched life in the society. They have been 
conducting this business from time immemorial but they have been getting 
poorer and poorer, whereas the middlemen are getting richer and richer. 
They have also got a peculiar position with regard to their fishery where 
they fish from generation to generation. Fishery is their onl\ property 
upon which they are to entirely depend for their livelihood. Unfortunately 
they have not been able to secure any tangible right therein. Their right 
is very shaky and everchanging at the whims of the zemindars. 1 would, 
therefore, request Government to come toward with a Bill safeguarding the 
rights and interests of these fishermen. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK : Revenue 

Minister (7TC3 I 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the immediate necessity of 
amending certain sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act. My friend, 
Mr. Bokainagari, while moving his cut motion made a passing reference to 
the condition of the tenants of my district, specially in the Pargana Sarail. 
The zemindar, who is an absentee landlard, has been instituting a large 
number of cases under section 155 of the Bengal Tenancy Act for ejectment 
of tenant^ on the ground that “they have used the land in a manner which 
renders it unfit for the purposes of the tenancy”. If a tenant digs a tank 
in the holding, the zemindar at once goes to the court and takes the help 
of section 166 on the ground that his tenant has rendered the land “unfit 
for the purposes of the tenancy”. 

The necessity of amending section 23 of the Bengal Tenancy Act was 
brought home previously by me and I again press the necessity of 
immediately amending that section which is a misfit. Originally the right 
of occupancy was not a property in the legal sense of the term. Now it 
has been made property. It is now transferable though originally it was 
not transferable. As it is transferable, the tenant should be allowed to 
use the land in any manner he likes. There is no longer any need for any 
wording like this. Thus, it will be seen that there is an immediate neces- 
sity of amending section 23 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

There is another section which also needs immediate amendment and 
that is section 200 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. J do not know if the 
Hon’ble Minister is aware of a recent ruling of the Hon Tile High Court. 
As regards section 26G the intention ot the legislature was clear. When 
this section was introduced in the Bengal Tenancy Act the intention was 
that all forms of mortgage in which possession has been delivered to the 
mortgagee “shall be deemed to have been extinguished after the expiry of 
16 years”. Recently Mr. Justice Roxburgh on account of an unhappy 
expression in sub-section (J) of section 2(iG has held that this section is not 
applicable to all mortgages. The remedy of such persons is to institute a 
suit. They cannot avail under section 2GG of the Act. Therefore, I draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this ruling reported in the 
“Calcutta Weekly Notes, Volume, XLVII”. 1 wish that the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department reads that ruling and amends 
section 2GG in order to make the intention of the Legislature clear. 

1 also wish to refer to the immediate necessity of amending another 
section, I mean section 147 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Under sub-section 
(2) of section 147, a landlord is entitled to bring a suit for a portion of the 
arrears of rent in respect of a holding. I think, Sir, that the landlord should 
also be authorised to institute a suit for a portion ot the arrears in respect 
of a tenure. 

With these few words, I draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister fo 
the immediate necessity of amending the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM : ’ToMfe ’ttm fos# 

ftra wfawtlt ?r«ti $fks ctr 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time is up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

Point of Order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: May 1 rise to a point of order, Sir? 

I should like to seek your ruling on the point that if two members have 
paired and one of them occupies the Chair of the House after such pairing 
and if in case there is a tie, would the Chair be allowed to throw the easting 
vote on either side? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, as a matter 
of fact it is a very exceptional eimunstanee to which you have referred 
and 1 was going out in connection with the Leaders’ Conference in the 
Speaker ^ Chamhei Hut you know that it is ver\ unlikely that there will 
be an occasion for exercising the casting vote. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Is it allowed under the rules of 
the Assembly for a member who lias paired to occupy the Chair? I do not 
know wliat the circumstances were Is this correct or proper? Sir, I do 
know if there is a panel of Chairmen hut if tlieie is, should not one of the 
members of that panel be asked to come and occupy the Chair? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sii, Mr. Alxlui Rahman Siddiqi lias 
been in the habit of rising on points ot order which are mostly silly and 
without ground. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We want to speak on this point of order. 
Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The point of order raised by Mr. Siddiqi is 
no point of order and I have not given any decision on it because it requires 
no decision. Therefore, you need not speak on it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir— 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: J hope by so doing you will not abuse that 
particular section which allows you to raise a point of order for it is no 
use rising on a point of order if there is no point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL* Hut if any member abuses another 
member the latter has the right to reply to him. 

My point of order is this. We had been allotted certain time for 
speakers on this side of the House and we were surprised to find that 
peremptorily with that order came the order that we would not be allowed 
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more than five minutes each to apeak. But now, in the absence of any other 
gpeaker, evidently you are calling upon the Hon’ble Minister to conclude 
the debate on “Land Revenue”. We have' only one hour allotted for the 
next demand and we shall go on till 7-30 today. That means that we shall 
still have half an hour left without any business. We should therefore like 
to know why is it that you are so merciless to members that you are not 
allowing them to speak tonight even though \ on have enough time at your 
disposal. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In my opinion this is also not a point of 
order. I was under the impression that it was all due to an agreement. 
I have got the order paper before me and I have also received instructions 
from Mr. Speaker in which 1 have got all the names. 

7— Land Revenue. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHED: Sir, vcfoT/T | 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, Mr. Abdul Walied Bokainaguri 
wants to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: As far as I remember he moved the motion 
standing in the name of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmed and has already spoken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: He has moved the motion but he wants 
to speak generally now. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: He cannot speak twice on the same subject. 
There is now only seven minutes left and I ask the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath 
Mukerjea to reply to the debate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mr Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, since you have been pleased to give me seven minutes I propose to be very 
brief. The demand of Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head “7— 
Land Revenue” which is expected to yield an income of ]L. 3,79,45,00(1 
may he said to be quite fair and modest, because the total expenditure does 
not come up to 10 per cent, of the total receipt. 

As regards motion No. 1(> which stands in the name of Mr. Asimuddin 
Ahmed and which was moved by my friend, Mr. Abdul Walied Bokainagari, 
in reply to his criticism. Sir, 1 submit that the present Government is doing 
its best to give effect to the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commis- 
sion. As is well known, ot the principal recommendations of the I/and 
Revenue Commission the first and foremost is the provision for agricultural 
income-tax. The present Government has already taken steps as regards 
that and the Bill is now before the House. A> regards the other recom- 
mendations the present Government is most anxious and is carefullv 
considering those recommendations and l can assure the House that steps 
will be taken as soon as possible. As regards reduction of rents of tenants 
bard hit by the last famine. 1 submit that the present Government has done 
much more than giving mere relief in the matter of famine and in due 
course when the question of famine relief will come up I shall place before 
the Eou*« iu all its details what the present Government has done to give 
relief vo the raiyat. For the present I may inform the House that the report 
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of the Rent Reduction Committee is expected to be received by Govern- 
ment very soon and as soon as that report is received Government will care- 
fully consider it. Regarding the Hen gal Non-Agricultura] Tenancy Bill 
temporary provision has already been made and the permanent Bill for 
noil-agricultural tenan<\ has already been gazetted and Government is con- 
sulting the leaders of different parties now and hopes to bring this up before 
the House during the curient session ot the Assemble and refer it to a 
Select Committee so that the Bill may be passed in the next session. 

Regarding cut motion No. 17 moved by Maharaja ot Cossimbuzar, 1 can 
tell him that Government also realise the difficulties of landlords in the 
matter of realisation of rents. The Lund Revenue Commission also found 
that the present procedure for the realisation of rent is cumbrous, dilatory, 
expensive and harassing both to the landlord and to the tenant and recom- 
mended a summary procedure for the realisation ot rent by a Special 
Revenue Court. That matter is under consideration of Government. 

Then, Sir, as regards the motion of Dr. Sanyal, T may tell the House 
that a Cabinet Sub-Committee consisting of seven Ministers has been formed 
which sat from day to day and has already drawn up a comprehensive 
scheme for rehabilitation. And Government exj>cH to announce their 
recommendations after the approval of the Cabinet at a very early date and 
put the recommendations into actual operation very soon. By the rehabi- 
litation scheme Government propose to introduce improvements in the 
matter of agriculture, in the matter of industrial development, in the matter 
of improvement, encouragement and restoration of cottage industries, and 
also to start work-houses and give medical relief and introduce improvements 
in public health works, and also improvements in irrigation schemes and 
the “Grow Mon* Food” campaign. For these a very large amount of money 
will be spent and today 1 am not in a position to announce in the House the 
scheme in all its details, but I do hope it will be possible for the Govern- 
ment to announce the rehabilitation scheme at a very early date and 
probably within the course of this month. (Dr. Namnaksha Sanyal: 
Thank you.) 

As regards the motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal regarding the 
stringent measures about the certificate procedure in khas mahals, I would 
only submit that the necessity for proper collection of public demand cannot 
be overemphasized for smooth and efficient administration. No stringent 
measure has, in fact, been adopted anywhere. 

Sir, as regards the allegations made by my friend Dr. Gobinda Chandra 
Bhawmik, I would only say that these arc wild allegations. When this 
distinguished member told me about these, I asked him to let me have a 
few specific instances and I assured him that if he could give any specific 
instance, Government would take immediate and prompt steps to remedy 
that. 

Sir, I may ^announce in this House that Government have long before 
announced that, to give relief to the tenants in the cyclone-affected areas 
and to save them from payment of rent, under the provisions of the Tauai 
Manual, Government is encouraging landlords to get remission of the entire 
revenue, provided they give an entire remission of rent to tenants in those 
affected areas. Many landlords have already taken advantage of tbit and 
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thereby the tenants in those areas have been completely exempted in the 
matter of payment of rent. (Mr. Suhknhka Nath Biswas: How many 
zemindars have taken advantage of it?) It is rather difficult for me to tell 
the House how many zemindars have taken advantage of that, but I may 
fell you that many zemindars have and any zemindar who has applied for 
it has been granted such concession. (Mr. Sasanka Sekfiar Sanyal: Why 
not issue a Press Note?) That has been issued twice and if the House so 
wants, T will issue a press statement giving all details. 

Sir, certificate procedure has been granted not to any private landlord, not 
even to the Court of Wards, but only in the matter of realisation of Govern- 
ment’s own revenue in the khas mahal and that also as an experimental 
measure. Specific instructions have been issued < o officers concerned that 
no hard or coercive measure should be adopted and the\ should see that no 
undue hardship is caused to any tenant. But I may tell you that t lie 
certificate procedure is in a sense better than tin* ordinary procedure, because 
that is less harassing and less expensive both for the Government as well as 
for the tenants. If the rent is realised bv the certificate 1 procedure, the 
tenant is practically exempted from paying any litigation expenses. So, 
Sir, the certificate procedure is intended not merely for quick realisation of 
public demand but because that involves as little cost as possible both to the 
debtor as well as to Government. The Land Revenue Commission also 
observed that the unpopularity of certificate procedure in the matte] 1 of 
realisation of rent has not been so much due to any inherent defects in t lie 
system as to the fact that it has not always been properly administered and 
Government has taken special steps here to see that it is properly adminis- 
tered. So, as I have already said, this certificate procedure has been 
introduced only in the khas mahal. 

Sir, coming to the cut motion of my honourable friend Rai Bahadur 
•Togas h Chandra Sen, T would only submit that i( may be that in certain 
rases it may have caused great hardship to the jntedorx and to the 
proprietors of temporarily-settled estates in the Sunderbans for the simple 
reason that according to the original rule the leases were renewed in the 
scale that the maximum revenue has got to be paid, say, -F) per cent, of the 
gross assets of three-fourths of the total area, but subsequently this rule was 
modified and the proprietor of a temporarily-settled estate under the new 
rule is required to pay a revenue which is not more than fift per cent, of the 
gross assets of the three- fourths of the area of the estate. Thus, Sir, it is 
quite natural that the revenue has been increased as compared with the 
proportion of revenue paid in an ordinary estate. This again 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Your time is up. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir. T was told that I 
would be given 20 minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Your time was 7 minutes but I have given 
you 12 minutes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may I have only 
two minutes more? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In certain cases there 
may have been undue hardship, but if those cases are brought to the notice 
of Government, they will certainly see their way to consider those cases 
where there has been any undue hardship. 

As regards the motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 
I would only say that the report of the Forest Enquiry Committee is now 
being curefulh considered by the Forest Department and 1 understand that 
necessary steps will be taken at a very early date. 

Lastly as regards the motion of my friend Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta, 
I may say that section KiHA was originally intended to the effect that lands 
for which rents are in arrears can only he attached in execution of a decree, 
but under the ruling of the High Court it has been changed and a private 
member has already introduced a Bill to remedy this defect. Government 
have also carefully considered this and other defects in the section so that 
it may be possible to remedy these at a very early date. 

Sir, with these words T oppo>c all the cut motions. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Its. 34,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “7— Land Revenue” he reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Naudy, of Cossimbazar, that the 
demand of Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land 
Revenue” he reduced In Rs 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nulinaksha Sanyal that the demund of Rs. 34,51,000 
for expendituie under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekliar Sanyal that the demand of 
Its 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7- Lund Revenue” he 
reduced by Rs 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rs 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The three motions of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that 
the demand of Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land 
Revenue” he reduced by Rs. 100 were then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Srijut Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 34,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”7— Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Rs. 34,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land 
Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 

' 22— Interest on Debt and Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 5,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”22 — Interest on Debt 
and Other Obligations”, 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand of Rs. 5,000 foi expenditure under the head 
“22 — Interest on Debt and Other Obligations” be reduced by Rs. 100. I 
move this to raise a discussion about the policy and the procedure underlying 
the issue of Treasury Bills, the cash credit advances from the Imperial 
Bank, the loans taken from the Central Government and the obligations ot 
the province in view of the improper application of the proceeds of the same. 

Sir, I have managed to secure five minutes of the valuable time of this 
House and I have to deal with an item of only Rs. 57,05, 00, 000. Therefore 
my minute is valued, according to the judgment which is unchallengeable 
of the Chair, at about Rs. 12 crores. Therefore, Sir, l was just considering 
whether I who do not like to hear my voice should be sad or glad. In any 
event, I would like to put some questions to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister. 

The ways and means advance usually taken from the Reserve Bank in 
order to maintain the stipulated minimum balance is Rs. 25 lakhs with the 
Bank. We have been told that the ways and means advances now total 
Rs. 2,30,00,000, and these advances are ordinarily payable within a week 
or ten days. This year, Sir, and the last year under review, we had Treasury 
Bills to the extent of Its. 20 crores only and my honourable friend has made 
an estimate — he deals with lakhs and crores of rupees, 1 do not know how 
many hundreds of crores — he estimates that a further sum of Rs. 12 crores 
by way of Treasury Bills will be necessary before the close of the current 
year. He obviously refers, I suppose, to tin* year that is coming, that is to 
say, from that auspicious date the 1st April, 1944 to the 31st March, 1*945. 
Ff that is so, then will these advances be ordinarily payable within the time 
allotted or not? This year, in the Disbursement List, T find that wo have a 
balance of Rs. 3$ crores and in the budget figure 1 find that my honourable 
friend is expecting a carry-over of Rs. 15$ crores from the current year Ff 
my addition is not wrong then Rs. 15A crores will be added to the min u* 
balance of Rs. 3$ crores. Then my honourable friend has taken into 
account the cash credit advance from the Imperial Bank of India. In 
accordance with his principles which are none, lie has totalled the advances 
in two years and not in the period of one year, which is the customary 
period for file purpose of presenting budget estimates. My honourable 
friend might have as well taken into account futurity for the next five years. 
While the total estimate for the two years is Rs. 39.20,00,000, and in 
1944-45 my honourable friend proposes to repay a small sum of Rs. 25 crores, 
my honourable friend’s expectations are very optimistic. 

With reference to this small amount of Rs 25 crores, my honourable 
friend dealt with the A us Purchase Scheme in 1943-44 and the Ainan 
Purchase Scheme and its allies the food control operations. My honourable 
friend in his last budget speech referred to the purchase of 65 lakh maunds 
-—■we do not know' yet whether paddy or rice— and for that purpose he was 
supposed to have taken advance to the extent of Rs. 16 crores from the 
Imperial Bank of India. That statement of his is belied by his statement 
on page 84 of the Red Book this year. The actual advance, T find, was 
Rs, 2,21,00,000 and therefore that accounts for the breakdown of the Aman 
Purchase Scheme and that also accounts for the prevalence of famine condi- 
tions in this provinoe between the months of September, October, November 
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and December, 1943-44. This year. Sir, the Aman Purchase Soheme has 
cost or will cost the Government Rs. 25 erores. I would like to ask the 
Hon’ble Minister whether the Aman Purchase Scheme is in operation; if 
not, when it will be put into operation, and, thirdly, if it is put into opera- 
tion what would be its relationship with the rationing scheme introduced 
in Calcutta and Greater Calcutta and the rationing scheme which is proposed 
to be introduced by the Government of Bengal in rural areas and in urban 
areas covered by rural areas? 

Sir, with regard to the advance in respect of Civil Defence expenditure, 
I find that the Hon’ble Finance Minister asked for an advance of 
Rs. 94 erores from the Centre. Apparently, not more than Rs. 3 erores 
was available. "Well, I should like to know' w T hy was this paucity in the 
funds at the Centre. The Hon'ble Sir Jeremy Raisman was very eulogistic 
towards the Bengal Ministry when he stated at the Centre that the finances 
of Bengal were not in a hopeless condition. The patient is asking for 
breath and has not yet collapsed and gone to the other world. 

It appears that with this sum of Rs. 3 erores and the ways and means 
advance of Rs. 2.1 erores in 1942-43 we are faced with a small balance of 
Rs. 54 erores. The advances this time carry interest at 2 per cent. Why? 

1 find from the Bed Book, page 85, that the rate of interest on the 18th 
dune, 1943, was U per cent. From the 10th July to 21st October, 1943, it 
was 1 1/8 per cent, and why has this rate of interest suddenly gone up to 

2 per cent.? Is it because of the solvency of our treasury, the financial 

credit of the province in the open market or the prodigality of our Hon’ble 
Finance Minister? Then, Sir, at page 84 we have not been told anything 
as to whether or not cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank of India 
to the extent of 25 erores bear any interest. Tf not are these advances 
interest free? It the advances are interest free, then no question arises. If 
not interest tree, 1 should like to ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister what 
would he the rate of interest payable on the cash credit advance of Its. 25 
erores and when? * 

My honourable friend’s resolution is wonderful. He has moved that a 
sum of Rs. 5,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest 
on Debt and Other Obligations’’. This may have led, I will not say misled 
because in that case I shall be discourteous to the Chair, this may have 
misled the Hon’ble Speaker to fix five minutes for discussion on this 
important item. It js not a question of Rs. 5,000 at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Five minutes’ time is not fixed in this 
matter. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am glad that it is not so in 

this matter. 

It is not question of Rs. 5,000 at all. It deals with lakhs and erores 
of rupees and on this account the Civil Supplies Department showed in 
another place a small deficit of Rs. 5 erores and a half for the present year, 
and I am confident that this deficit will double up in the next year with- 
out alleviating the miseries of the people of this province. 

Sir, I have finished within the time allotted. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, no. You can take any length of time 
We have got one hour at our disposal. 

Mf« PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEs I am very grateful to you 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, but T Ho not think any useful purpose will be server 
by my prolonging the agonies of the Hon’ble Finance Minister. He maj 
choose to give a reply or he may not. I shall resume my seat. Thank yov 
very much, Sir, for the kindness shown to me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Es. ft, 000 under the head “22 — Interest on Debt 
and other Obligations” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a dicsussion about 
the wasteful and burdensome methods adopted in raising funds for rice 
and wheat purchase schemes. 

Sir, a study of the red book (pages 84 and 85) will show the various 
methods by which the Government of Bengal have been obtaining money 
for various purposes apart from the revenues. We have two broad heads 
one under “Floating Debt” and the other under “Loans from Central' 
Government”. Tinder "Floating Debt” we have wavs and means advances 
and treasury bills. These are the two normal heads that we are acquainted 
with and a third head has been recently added, viz., “Cash credit advances 
from the Imperial Bank of India”. As the previous s, .eaker has already 
explained, there is under this head a provision of about Its. 20 crores in the 
coming year, to he more definite, there was a provision of Rs. 20,21 lakhs 
in the current year and a provision of Its. 19 crores next year, the total 
being Es. .19,21 lakhs. This is one of the items which I want, to invite 
your attention to and 1 beg to suggest that it has been wasteful and this 
method has been burdensome to the province of Bengal. On page 85 we 
have loans from Central Government scheduled and stated under this head 
in two items, rice purchase loan and wheat purchase loan which account 
for Es. 5,50 lakhs in the current year for rice purchase and Rs. 1,50 lakhs 
for wheat, purchase. That, is all that we have for these two items! It has 
beert stated that the Government of India advances would carry an interest 
of 2 per cent. We do not know what rate of interest has been settled for 
the Imperial Bank of India's cash credit advances. It is not shown. That, 
in what T complain about. 

But, Sir, from a statement under the Demand for Grant No. 11 if. 
appears that the interest on cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank 
of India would amount to Rs. 20 lakhs. This is a cash credit advance and 
it can be presumed that it would have a very short life for the current year 
because as and when the money would be collected by sale it would be 
credited to Government account in the Imperial Bank of India. The total 
amount outstanding after repayment in 1944-45 would he nearly Rs p< 
crores. The amount outstanding on the other account would lie R« 15 
crores. We can find from this on an average of, say. 2 months' outstand- 
ing for these loans that the cash credit advances from the Imperial Bank of 
India would be involving a rate of interest of nearly 4 p er cent. We would 
like to know what exactly the figure is because the Government must 

Th* HonW* Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: What would v ou 
like to know? J 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The rate of interest that you are pay- 
ing the Imperial Bank of India for the cash credit advances, if any. My 
submission is that the whole thing could have been managed otherwise. 
The normal channels of trade have been financing the movement of food- 
grains throughout and it would not have been impossible for the Govern- 
ment t«o harness normal channels to maintain sufficient quantities of food 
reserves for the province and also a regular flow thereof. We were told 
at one stage that the Government’s chief agent that was appoined never 
had any advance given at all. The TTon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Supplies stated that Messrs. Ispahani & Co. invested large sums themselves 
and that they did not require any advance from Government at all. I 
believe that he was either talking through his hat when he stated this or 
he did not actually know what arrangement was going to he made. If I 
take his statement at its face value, then we cannot reconcile the payment 
of interest for Government’s having to find money for the same. Large 
quantities of foodgrains were imported into the province and straightaway 
distributed through various agencies. If Government, had made proper 
arrangements for a quirk distribution through well-selected and financially 
solvent parties throughout the province, they could easily harness enough 
financial resources of the whole province to meet the entire obligation for 
purchase of rice, amati and aus, and also for other foodgrains, wheat 
products and others. H is really beyond us to ascertain why Government 
chose the other way to obtain money on loans from the Government of India 
and when the Government of India refused to advance any further loans as 

in the latter part of the curient year and in the coming year why at all 

Government went in for this cash credit arrangement with the Imperial 
Bank of India. 

There was \ot another method by which Government could have raised 
funds. That was through an issue of loans. The Government of Bengal 
probably is fully aware that the money market today is very favourable to 
any proposal for raising funds. The market can easily find Bs. 20 or 

Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 crores or such amount as the Government wanted for pur- 

poses of their purchases and such loans would not involve Government in 
expenses of more than 2 to 2.} per cent, as far as we can guess from the 
present condition of the money market. This loan would have enabled 
Government not merely to finance the rice and wheat purchase schemes hut 
would also enable them to meet the deficit that Government have to fare 
now and for which various burdensome taxation measures arc proposed. 
Mv own submission is that in the first place Government have failed to 
carry sufficient weight with the Government of India to exact from them 
larger contribution towards Bengal’s financial relief. The extraordinary 
expenses that Bengal had to incur during the last year and is likely to incur 
during the current year are largely, if not entirely, due to the war condi- 
tions. Even the famine is directly attributable to the conditions created 
by the war* and also to inflation. We feel, Sir, that the Government of 
Bengal ought to have pooled all the resources in this province. And all 
parties, I presume, would gladly agree to lend their support to the Finance 
Minister in that respect to press the Government of India for sharing the 
bulk of these additional expenses. In case the Government of India were 
not disposed to meet our legitimate demand, the only honest course for the 
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Government of Bengal would have been openly to declare that they would 
not be a party to this kind of bleeding the people of Bengal. It would 
have created probably a first class constitutional crisis, but in that crisis if 
the present Ministry chooses to take an active part, we at least of this side 
of the House assure him our fullest support. The Government of India 
have no business at all to claim any interest on the amount advanced for 
our rice and wheat purchase schemes. It is well known how as a result 
of the failure of the Government of India itself to supply the quota allotted 
to this province during different stages the Government of Bengal had 
ultimately to rush in for large purchases on its own account in other 
provinces. In the circumstances the responsibility for failure to secure 
enough rice for the province in due time really lies with the Government 
of India and not with the Government of Bengal. The money that was 
required subsequently was, therefore, rightly to he found by the Govern- 
ment of India and T really cannot understand why the Government of 
Bengal would be required to pay any interest for these advances. 

With regard to the wastefulness, Sir, I have yet another point to invite 
your attention to. We have found that large quantities of foodgrains 
have been purchased, some of which have not reached this province: they 
have been lying in other provinces either, as alleged, due to transport , 
difficulty or, what, is probably more true, due to certain bungling arrange- 
ments by the purchasing agents who knowing full well that the respective 
Provincial Governments were not prepared to release the movement of these 
foodgrains from their provinces, rushed in with a view to enjoy a large 
amount of unearned profit. T know at least of some of the instances that 
have taken place in the province of Orissa. There the Government agents 
made hasty und peremptory purchases at comparatively low rates, knowing 
full well t lint the Government there was not prepared to release these 
quantities for transport* out of the province, and large quantities are still 
lying in Orissa on account of the Government of Bengal’s Chief Agent. I 
do not know if any money has been advanced on such purchases as well. 

If purchases were permitted in other provinces on the Government of 
Bengal’s account and money was paid for the same, the tax-payer of 
Bengal has the right to know why that rice was paid for before actual 
delivery was made to the Government of Bengal here in Bengal and before 
any particle from the same could go to feed the hungry millions of thus 
province. 

There are also large quantities of rice and paddy purc hased and stored 
at different centres throughout the province which are lying for a pretty 
long time virtually immobilised, Some, time ago the Hou’ble Minister in 
charge of Civil Supplies stated that large stacks of paddy and rice for people 
were stored on the platform at various stations on the Khulna- Jessorc line 
and could not be moved out of those areas because of transport difficulties. 

In reply to a question asked in the Central legislature by Mr. K. C. Neogy, 
the lion'ble Member in charge of War Transport, very' categorically stated 
that there was no truth whatever in this allegation by Bengal’s Civil 
Supply Minister; and he stated that so far as the railways w^re concerned, 
no requisition was ever made for the movement of those quantities of rice 
and paddy from such stations. In the circumstances, such rioe and paddy 
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have very largely deteriorated in quality and have practically gone unfit 
for human consumption. It is now understood that some quantity of that 
rice and paddy was offered for sale to local people and that the local people 
refused to offer any price that, the Government was expecting: the result 
had been a deadlock for a long time, and ultimately a Calcutta dealer has, 
it is understood, come forward to buy up the whole lot at a very nominal 
price. The loss thal is involved in this transaction and in similar other 
transactions throughout the province must be enormous. If we have to 
foot a bill for such losses — losses due not to any inherent difficulty which 
could not have been averted but losses due to the utter incompetence, 
inefficiency, thoughtlessness and probably corrupt methods of the Civil 
Supplies Department — it is only fair that the taxpayer of Bengal should 
not be made to suffer for all this bungling and for all these methods of 
burdensome approach to collect rice and paddy. 

We are now faced with still another problem. W T e find that the 
Government have been procuring paddy and lift' at different centres and 
they have employed certain big agents for respective areas. The plea was 
that these big agents have got better financial resources and will be in a 
better position to organise the procurement. If that is really correct, then 
we would like to know why the Government has to foot a further bill, l^et 
the big purchasers make their own arrangement for financing the procure- 
• ment. They arc liberally paid for and if Government want to distribute 
the same, let the distribution also be quick and ready so that immediately 
they distribute the same, the big chief agents may reimburse themselves of 
the money that- they advance. I submit, Sir, that in both these respects, 
that is, in respect of loan obtained from the Government of India on pay- 
ment of interest as well as in respect of the arrangement with the Imperial 
Bank for cash credit advances, Government have followed a policy which is 
open to serious objection and the burden of Rs. 57,59,000 which has to be 
thrown on the poor peasantry and the poor people of Bengal could have 
been easily if not completely avoided at least, largely reduced if steps other 
than these were taken. 

I would conclude by inviting the attention of the House to the figures of 
interest on debt and other obligations that we have bad to bear from the 
year 1957-58 to the budget of 194445 In the year 1957-58, when we first 
began to work the new constitution, we were a gainer to the extent of 
Rs. 7,44,000 because we got certain remissions from the previous year’s 
carry-over. In 1940-41 the amount of interest paid was Rs. 18 lakhs, in 
1941-42, Rs. 19,45,000. in 194245, Rs. 25,14,000, the revised of 11145-44 
provided for Rs. 56,50,000 and the budget of 194445 provides a big figure 
of Rs. 57,59,000. This amount is more than many nation-building depart- 
ments’ provisions in the budget. 

With these words I commend my motion for acceptance. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Hon ’We Mr. Goswami. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir. I wanted to apeak 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER! I am sorry, I have already asked the 
Hon'ble Minister. 



300 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[20th March, 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: That does not matter. Many 
times many people have been asked and others have been granted 
opportunity to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I am very sorry to say that Whips of all 
the parties 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I have caught your eye and having 
done that nobody can have precedence over me. I have the right to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, will you 
please sit down? Let me explain the whole situation. We expect for 
smooth running of the business of the House that Whips of different 
parties should be active ii^ their movement and should be quick in their 
decision. Well, today of all days 1 have found no names on my table from 
any of the Whips of any party; so i concluded motions will be moved and 
the reply will be given. I consulted the llon'hle Minister at the outset 
and he told me very plainly that he will not take more than 5 or f> minutes. 
So T thought there was no speaker from your side. 1 would have been very 
glad if anybody came in time from your side. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I did go to you. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You did not come in time. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I want to lodge my protest. In 
the other deinand some Iff) or -15 speakers spoke from the other side and none 
from this side except the Minister. I beg of you to give me time. 1 am 
ready to speak and smash every argument that has been brought before the 
House by the Opposition and now you eommand me to keep quiet. 1Iow t is 
ithis side of the House going to express its views ? I wish you to convey 
this protest to the Speaker. 11 a Whip does not go and whip us up into 
our duties have J lost my right? I have as a matter of tact, caught the 
eye of the Chair. You are looking at me and I am looking at you. 1 have 
a right to speak. Under the constitution of any House the llon’hle 
Minister must w^ait. I shall not give way today. Jt is not the right 
method of debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I am very sorry, you could not catch my 
eye in time. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I caught, your eye, T caught your 
ear, I caught your everything. (Laughter.) 

Tho HonWe Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : Sir, Dr Sanyal’s 
speech was to the extent of 90 per cent, devoted to the policy of the Civil 
Supplies Department. I think he would realise that it would be inappro- 
priate on my part to usurp the function of the Hon’ble Minister in regard 
to the Civil Supplies Department policy which he is more competent to 
deal with. 

I think the only question relating to which T am called upon to give an 
answer is with regard to our cash credit arrangement with the Imperial 

Bank of India. The arrangement is for a whole calendar year 1st of 

January, 1944, to 31st December, 1944,— and the rate of interest is 2 per 
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cent. I think that is very economical. Any other trade method would 
have cost us much more. 

As regards Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee's speech, I do not think it 
needs any reply as it was full of whimsicalities and full of cheap humour; 
and the only question that he seemed seriously to ask me to answer is 
whether the Amaii Procurement Scheme is in progress. Sir, it is in 
progress. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Ranerjee that the demand of 
Rs. 5,000 for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on Debt and Other 
Obligations” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 5,000 for 
expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on Debt and Other Obligations” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’blo Mr. Tutsi Chandra Goswumi that a sum of 
Rs. 5,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on Debt 
and Other Obligations” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at (i-45 p.m. till d-d0 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 21st March, 1 f >44 , at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 21st 
March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausheb Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 210 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Closing of Campbell Medical School sine die in November, 1943 . 

•181. Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Medical, Public Health and Local Self-Government Departments 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the circumstances that led to the closing of the Campbell 
Medical School sine die in the last week of November, 1943; and 
{ii) what arrangements, if any, have been made to arrange an early 
reopening of the institution? 

(b) Is it a fact that the students of the institution have been complaining 
for several months past about — 

(i) the inadequacy of the arrangements for teaching; 

(ii) the unsatisfactory character of their lodging arrangements; and 

(in) absence of adequate A.R.P. work in the institution ? 

( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister, 
be pleased to state what steps Government have taken to improve the teaching 
and lodging arrangements of the students and A.R.P. work of the Campbell 
Medical School before the students went on strike in the third week of 
November and after the same? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a strong feeling of resentment 
and disappointment exists amongst the student community of Calcutta 
generally and also amongst a large section of the public on account of the 
steps taken by Government in dealing with the grievances of the students 
of the Campbell Medical School? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (i) On 18th November. 1943, the 
Surgeon-General received a communication from the students of the 
Campbell Medical School setting forth a number of alleged grievances and 
threatening a crisis in the form of a general demonstration if a favourable 
reply was not received by November 21st. On 22nd November, 1943, the 
Surgeon-General gave an interview to two of the students’ leaders and 
informed them that if they sent another communication couched in proper 
language and tone. Government would cause an enquiry to be made into 
their grievances as soon as possible. In spite of this, the students went on 
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strike from the evening of the 22nd. On the 26th November, a press-note 
was issued stating that Government desired it to be known that all students 
who wished to return to work at the school should do so on the morning of 
Monday, November the 29th; on that day no student came to work. Govern- 
ment waited for three more weeks but still no student came to work and on 
the 20th of December, Government declared the school to be closed sine die . 

(it) The school has been reopened from January 27th. 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer («)(t) where 
it is stated that the Surgeon-General received a communication on the 18th 
November, 194*3, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the date of 
that communication? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDEftN AHMAD: The representation forwarded 
does not bear any date. It was received on the 18th. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the students sent it 'by registered post? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It might be, but the representa- 
tion as well as the advance copy to the Hon’ble Minister were received both 
by the office and by the Hon’ble Minister on the 18th. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to alleged grievances, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what those grievances w r ereP 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The grievances as alleged by 
them were bad teaching mainly due to frequent, transfer of teachers, no 
messing during the period of food shortage in 194-1, insufficient shelter and 
imposition of fine, etc. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Ts there any record of the interview that 
took place between the students’ leaders and the Surgeon-General on 
November 22nd, where it is specifically mentioned that the students were 
asked to resubmit their petition in a different language? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, there is a record. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is there any record where they were 
assured that an enquiry would be made into their grievances as soon as 
possible? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It was communicated to the 
students formally by the Superintendent of the Campbell Medical [Hospital. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: When was that formally communi- 
cated? Can you quote the letter or the communication number? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: F rom the report of the Superin- 
tendent it is found that he communicated it to the students verbally. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister’s attention 
been drawn to the fact that the students categorically denied both these 
statements, namely, that the Surgeon-General assured them an enquiry if 
they resubmitted their petition and that an assurance was given about early 
attention regarding their grievances? 

20 ~ 
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Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Information of the Govern- 
ment is rather contrary. The students admitted that the Superintendent 
informed them of this fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to 
quote any document or letter or communication from the students substan- 
tiating this statement? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, there is nothing in writing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister’s attention 
been drawn to a press statement of tlu; students which stated that the 
Surgeon-General’s statement was not in consonance with facts? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. Government is not aware 
of any such thing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the students were at no stage given any assurance 
that their grievances would he looked into? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: T have already stated that 
students were asked to withdraw the representation that was made to the 
Surgeon-General and an advance copy of which was «ont to the Hon’ble 
Minister, and to resubmit their representation couched in proper language. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is there any record of that request? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister kindly quote 
the date or the number of that communication? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: As T have already stated the 
intimation was given to the students by the Superintendent verbally. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Even if the students say '‘no”, still you 
will maintain that. 

(No reply.) 

With reference to answer ( b ), viz., “No”, will the Hon ’hie Minister be 
pleased to state if his attention was drawn on the floor of the House during 
ft previous session of the Assembly to these matters of inadequacy of 
arrangements for teaching? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Wh ich session? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the July session wheu budget was 
discussed. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if be is aware that during that budget session the Hon’ble Minister 
did give an assurance that matters would be looked into? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The students approached some 
of the Ministers including the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment and their main grievance put forward before them was about the 
transfer of a particular doctor. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As has been already revealed from the 
replies to the supplementary questions that the grievances of the students 
consisted of three things, namely, absence of adequate A.R.P. arrange- 
ments, absence of proper lodging arrangements and inadequacy of teaching 
arrangements, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why then this 
answer “No” was drafted to question (h)f 

Khali Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: “No” means generally they have 
no grievance worth the name. Their maiir grievance was transfer of a parti- 
cular teacher concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why in view of the fact that in their application or petition, however 
badly couched it may be, specifically these three grievances were mentioned, 
the answer “No” is given P 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The answer “no” means the 
grievances were not genuine. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 1* pleased 
to state if in the petition made by the students any reference 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is it in order to discuss this question relating to a settled and finished matter 
at such length? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is no point of order, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. If there be any discussion on the question then 
only a point of order can be raised. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what action has been taken by Government to improve the teaching, 
lodging and the A.R.P. arrangements in the Campbell Medical iSehool since 
then? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: With regard to shelter there is 
sufficient A.R.P. shelter. With regard to lodging arrangements, students 
at present have no complaint. With regard to teaching arrangements, there 
have already been made some transfers and some improvement has been 

made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Am I to understand that no additional 
arrangements have been made for A.R.P. protection? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There were already sufficient 

A.R.P. arrangements. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In your opinion? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the opinion of Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state where the A.R.P. sfielter actually is? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the verandah with baffle 
walls and on the ground outside some slit trenches. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the only proper shelter is below a staircase with 
haffle walls round the same? 

20a 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With regard to lodging arrangements, 
have any new arrangements been made since? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you have already taken 12 minutes. This 
is budget session and T think if you confine yourself to very important 
questions it would be better. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am only eliciting information. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis he concludes that the students no longer have any 
grievances about lodging arrangements? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government was ready to rent a 
house for the lodging of the students and invited students to come forward 
with applications for accommodation to be provided in the rented house but 
nobody responded. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What was the rate of rent? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow that because it is too detailed a cross- 
examination. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit that the answer is false. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot say so. It is not permissible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the students' feeding arrangements while on duty in the Campbell 
Medical School have been attended to? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, just now Dr. Sanyal has 
said that the answer was false. Is that parliamentary language? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not. I did not allow’ that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I did not say that the Minister was 
telling a lie. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There should be no discussion about 
that. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the honourable member 
please repeat the question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any arrangements have been made to provide suitable food 
to the students in the premises of the Campbell Medical vSchool while they 
are on duty? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The students have not asked for 
such things. 

MiUltfi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is it proper when the Hon’ble Minister 
makes a reply to characterise that reply as false? Dr. Sanyal is asking a 
further question to declare false again the reply which may be given. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order. The whole thing arises, as I have said 
repeatedly, on account of the fact that there is a tendency to discuss ques- 
tions and answers. That is absolutely prohibited under the rules. I hope 
there will be no discussion about questions and answers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (<1) y will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that public meetings were 
held both of students of Calcutta in general as ‘well as of the public of 
Calcutta in general condemning the action of Government and recording 
their resentment? 

Khan Sahib HAM I DUD DIN AHMAD: I have nothing to add to the 

reply already given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is a fact or not that public resentment was also expressed in the 
columns of newspapers in Calcutta? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already said that 1 lave 
nothing to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis this answer “no” w f as derived? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is because it is a false reply. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou must withdraw the word “false”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I withdraw the word “false” and T say 
it is not true. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if Government’s 
attention was invited to the strikes of students in general of other institu- 
tions in Calcutta in sympathy with the students of the Campbell Medical 
School ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How is that, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not called upon to give reason. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state if representations were made to the Government by students of 
various institutions and also from the authorities of educational institutions 
that this matter was agitating the minds of students and unless settled 
might lead to serious repercussions? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No such representation was 
made to Government. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased , 
to state if it is a fact that political opponents of Government were making 
political capital of false grievances of students? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Depletion of cattle resources in Bengal and Government measures for 

protection. 

♦182. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 

' charge of the Agriculture Department aware — 

( i ) of the existence of a feeling of concern in the minds of the public 

for the depletion of the cattle resources in the Province during 
the past two years; and 

(ii) of the rise in prices of beef to abnormal heights which have led to 

large-scale purchases of prime cattle on the basis of these prices 
in the rural areas? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
are considering the desirability of ascertaining the number of such cattle 
purchased or slaughtered for the military and the prisoners of war in the 
Province during 1IM2-43. 

. (c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
Government have taken or propose to take to protect the live-stock wealth of 
the Province ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hossain): (a) (,) Government 
are aware that there has been appreciable loss of cattle due to disease, starva- 
tion and slaughter for food. 

(it) Government are aware that the price of beef has risen high and that 
prime cattle have been sold in rural areas: they have no information that 
these sales have been ou a large scale. 

( b ) No. 

(c) The matter is engaging the attention of Government. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why they are reluctant to state the number, with leferenee 
to question (b) ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Because it is a military secret which cannot be given out. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability of putting 
a stop to the cow slaughter in view of the fact that bullocks fit for culti- 
vation and cows with milk are gradually diminishing in numbers? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government is considering what steps can be taken to conserve the animal 
population of the province. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have considered the desirability of 
taking a census of the existing cattle strength? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, it will be a huge affair. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the points or lines upon which Government’s 
attention is being paid? 
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TIM Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The other day I have stated that we are contemplating two meatless days 
in a week and we are also considering other ways of stopping the slaughter 
of cattle, if possible. 

Mautvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8* With reference to answer (a), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether owing to the depletion of 
cattle resources the price of cattle employed in agriculture has gone up 
very high? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : W T ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether there are prisoners of war in Bengal, and, if so, what are their 
numbers ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Ifon’lde Minister he 
pleased to state if one of the causes of shortage of cattle in Bengal is 
stoppage of supply from Bihar? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Yes; that is a fact. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state what steps, if any, have been taken up till now for the supply of 
cattle to agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government is carrying on correspondence with the Governments ot Bihar 
and of Central Provinces for lilting the ban so that cattle may be imported 
from those provinces into Bengal. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether any further delay in the supply of cattle to the agri- 
culturists will lead to their inability to sow theii next crop in time? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

That may be the case in exceptional circumstances but not generally. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: What are the short-range and long-range 
policies that Government are pursuing in fostering the supply of cattle? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I have already stated that as a short-range policy we are trying to 
replenish the cattle from other provinces and also to conserve the present 
cattle population of the province. As regards our long-range policy, we 
are trying to import into Bengal bulls from other provinces, and are con- 
sidering starting experiments on artificial insemination. 

Mr. MIRiA ABDUL HAFIZ! Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why the other provinces have placed a ban? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Because they apprehend shortage of cattle in their own provinces. 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Grow-More Food Committee of the Government advised 
the Government to take a census of the cattle strength of the province? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, it did not. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the bullock cart which is the only 
means of communication in the mufassil is practically no more to be seen 
for want of cattle? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I am not aware that there has been stoppage of bullock cart conveyance but 
I know that it has been affected to some extent by the shortage of bullocks. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of taking steps within the month of Chaitra for the supply of 
cattle to agriculturists? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I do not think it will be possible to do so and therefore we are trying to give 
agricultural loans to agriculturists for purchasing cattle in their own areas. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
consider if the advance of a loan will hardly serve the purpose of the agri- 
culturist when there is so much dearth of cattle in the province? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

There are cattle in the mufassil still offered for sale in most of the districts 
in Eastern and Northern Bengal and with this advance of money the agri- 
culturist who is in need of plough cattle will be able to purchase the same. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there is scarcity of fodder everywhere in 
Bengal ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether it is a fact that a good number of cattle are still being 
sent away to Assam from Bengal? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I do know. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: What is the proposal in the contem- 
plation of Government with regard to the grant of loan to the agriculturist 
for the purchase of cattle? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The Collectors have been authorised to advance loans and a certain amount 
has been allotted to each Collector, especially of districts where there have 
been cattle epidemic and they have been asked to give loans to agriculturists 
who are actually in need of loan for the purchase of cattle and they have 
been instructed to see that cattle are actually purchased. 

Ilaulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state by what data the Collector will determine who are the most deserving 
persons for getting these loans? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is going too much into details. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government has ascertained about the sufficiency 
of fodder in the province so that the cattle strength may not further be 
depleted for want of food? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government has been aware of fodder difficulties and Government is trying 
to do its best in the matter. As a matter of fact a Bill is being drafted 
which is to be called the Bengal Pasture Bill for the improvement of 
pasture in the province. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the G< ivernment consider the 
desirability of setting up an enquiry as to whether cattle are still being Sent 
from Bengal to Assam? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

If the honourable member so desires, we may make an enquiry. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to state whnt 
steps have actually been taken to ascertain the scale of slaughter of cattle 
in this province? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have practically decided in favour of stoppage of all slaughter for two 
days in the week. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: I submit, Sir, that was not my question. What 
I wanted to know, Sir, was how Government have ascertained the scale of 
slaughter of cattle in this province — by what means and how they have done 
it. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Government have taken statistics of slaughter houses in Calcutta and of 
bigger slaughter houses in other municipal towns also. The figures that they 
have obtained from the slaughter houses in Calcutta indicate that there has 
been a fifty per cent, increase in slaughter in all the slaughter houses. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Cost of construction of evacuees’ shelters in Hooghly district. 

86. Mr. 8UKUMAR DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the names of places in Hooghly district where evacuees’ shelters 
were constructed; 

(it) the numbers and nature of such structures ; and 
(Hi) the date and cost of such construction in each place? 
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( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(i) any plan and estimate were prepared ; 

(it) if so, by whom ; 

(iii) the amount of such estimates ; 

(iv) any tenders were called for such construction; and 

( v ) if so, by whom? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(i) any repair work in respect of such structures were undertaken; 
(it) if so, what are the dates of repair of such structures; 

(tit) the costs of repairs in each case; and 
(iv) any tenders were called for such purposes? 

(d) .Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the nature and quantities of articles of (1) food, and (2) medicines 
purchased for storing the evacuees’ shelters; 

(it) the costs incurred in each case; 

(iii) the number of time the articles of food had to be replaced ; 

(iv) the cost of such replacement in each time; and 
(r) the date of such replacement? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) (?) (1) Jlchoba, (2) Bhastara, (3) 

Mahanad, (4) Senhnt, (f>) Bhanderhaty, ((>) Patidua, (7) Dhaniakhally, 
(8) Chandra, (9) Kulepara, (10) Oschitpore, (11) Bandel, (12) Chanditala, 
(13) Haripnl, (14) Seakhala, including Sopaigaehi, (15) Singur, (10) 

Champadanga, (17) Kamarapukur, (18) Arambagh. 

(it) Shelter sheds 460, dining sheds and other sheds 784 approximately. 
Sheds constructed with walls of split bamboos plastered with mud with 
thatched roof and at some places kitchens were made with pantile roofs. 

(iii) (A) Early in 1942. 

(B) (1) Rs.9,600, (2) Rs.9,600, (3) Rs.9,558, (4) Rs.5,514, 

(6) lts.2,(>59, (6) Ra.8,196, (7) Us. 9, 7 60, (8) Us.3,500, (9) Es.13,122, 

(10) Hs.4,98J, (11) Its. 5 1,954, (12) Us.8,034, (13) Rs.8,560, (14) Rs.9,192, 

(15) Rs.4,872, (16) Rs.3,810, (17) Rs.15,545, (18) Rs.15,176. 

(b) (t) Yes. 

(it) By District Engineer, Hooghly, according to the sanctioned scale 
of Government Revenue Department in case of original estimates. By 
District Engineer, Hooghly, with sanction of Government who had the 
same checked by Communications and Works Department in case of major 
repairs, 1943. 

(#*) Rs.2,025 per unit of 500 evacuees plus Rs.450 per camp. 

K (iv) No local contractors were employed. 

(v) Does not arise. 

(o) (0 Y«a. 
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(«) Once in October, 1942, for damages made by cyclone in respect of 
certain camps. Next in September, 1943. 


(Hi) (1) Ilohoba 

(2) Bhastara 

(3) Mahan ad 

(4) Senhat 

(5) Bhanderhaty 

(6) Pandua 

(7) Dhaniakhally 

(8) Chandra 

(9) Kulepara 

(10) Oschitpore 

(11) Chanditala 

(12) Haripal 

(13) Seakhala 

(14) Sinjrur 


October, 

1942. 

September, 

1943. 

Re. 

Re. 

1,703 

14,346 

3,475 

13,789 

735 

16,413 

796 

6,817 

2,836 

6,362 

684 

10,451 

4,137 

20,565 

103 

8,004 

298 

25,261 

145 

7,923 

2,228 

18,660 

2,329 

27,301 

3,035 

22,894 

745 

12,722 


(iv) No. Works taken up by local contractors, pending sanction to the 
estimates drawn by the District Engineer, Hooghly, by Government after 
scrutiny by Communications and Works Department, in cases of repairs of 
September, 1943. 


(d) (i) (1) Rice, chra, yur, mustard oil, dal, etc., at 3 chittaks rice, 
2 chittaks chira, 1 chittak yur, j chittak oil, 2 chittaks dal , etc., per head 
for one week for about 92,000 evacuees. 


(2) Common medicines according to indents made by Civil Surgeon and 
District Health Officer, Ilooghly. 

(u) (1) Food — Rs. 1,34, 601. 

(2) Medicines— Rs. 18,923. 

(ui) Chira and yur only replaced once. 

(iv) Rs.26,436. 

( v ) Between January, 1943; and February, 1943. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With regard to the statement publish- 
ed, will the Hon’blc Minister be pleased to state what, check was kept to 
see that in the construction of the original evacuees’ camps no unnecessary 
waste of money took place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA. As 1 have already said 
in my answer (c)(iv), works were done under the supervision of the District 
Engineer. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That relates to repairs: that does not 
refer to original construction work. My question is, what check was devised 
by Government to see that no unnecessary or wasteful expenditure was 
incurred ? 

The Hon’We Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government thinks 
that the District Engineer is a perfectly trustworthy officer, though subse- 
quently the estimates were checked by Communications and Works Depart- 
ment. 
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Dr. NACIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (Hi) (B) (11) 
where the amount shown for construction of one shed is Ks. 51,954 in Bandel 
and of which, being in his own district, the Hon’ble Minister has, I suppose, 
got personal knowledge, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the nature of the structure and what is the number of evacuees proposed 
to be housed in this building? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say offhand: 
I want notice. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (b)(iv) that 
no local contractors were employed, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wherefrom were the contractors obtained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 do not know 
personally — I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he has got on record any reason for the non-employraent of local 
contractors? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: lor the simple reason 
that they were not available. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the repair works 
done under (c)(iii) as shown in the statement, will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how is it that the repair works cost nearly 50 per cent, more 
than the original works? For example, in item No. (1) Ilchoba — the ori- 
ginal cost was 11s. 9,600, as you will notice from (iii)(H), whereas the repair 
cost was Rs. 14,346 in 1943 and Its. 1,700 in 1942, that is, the total repair 
cost was more than Rs. 16,000. Is there any explanation for that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: loi the reason that 
some of these constructions were entirely spoiled and ruined by the cyclone 
and the cost of materials went up by several times since the original 
construction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Am I to understand that there was 
rebuilding and not repairing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 cannot say offhand 
the reason of this case but in some of these cases, the buildings were 
completely destroyed and there, was, in fact, reconstruction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention has been invited to practically all these items from 
Nos. (1) to (5) and also to subsequent items where large amounts have been 
spent on repair work? For example, in item No. (7) Dhaniakhally, the 
original cost was Rs. 9,760 whereas the repairs in two jears cost Rs. 24,692? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you are giving instances. I think the 
whole thing has been practically answered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want the reason. 

j- 

Mr. SPEAKER: (He has said it may be due to various things. He 
cannot say offhand but it may be that some of them were destroyed com- 
pletely. That covers the entire thing. If you put one item after another, 
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it will take a very long time. There has been a larger-expenditure on repairs 
than the original cost. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: “Large*” is a mild term. This is 
scandalously large. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May be, but the statement is there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the original cost was Its. 9,760 but 
the repair costs were Rs. 24,692. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I see (but you cannot go item by item. That will take 
a very long time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, let me take one instance. What 
is the explanation for Rs. 25,000 being spent on item No. (7) Dhaniakhally, 
whereas the original construction cost only Rs. 9,760? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: T cannot say the details 
offhand but probably there may have been extensions and, as I have already 
stated, the cost of articles went up by several times. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c)(iv), will 
the TTon'ble Minister be pleased to state why no tenders were called when 
such a large amount was involved? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say offhand, 
hut probably the works were very urgent and there was no time for calling 
for tenders. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question in (c)(iv) was why no 
tenders were called for. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has said that probably that was due to 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: “Probably” will not do. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That was due to the urgency of the work. You may 
not he satisfied but. he has given that answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the result of the scrutiny by the Communications and Works* 
Department, as mentioned in (c)(iv)? 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: They checked the hills, 
examined the construction and passed the hills. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Communications 
and Works Department on scrutiny found that there was evidence of corrup- 
tion in the matter of distribution of this work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (d)(2) regard- 
ing the quantities of food stored amounting to Rs. 1,84,601, will the Hon'ble 
Minister t>e pleased to state what was the value of chirn and gut which had 
to be thrown away as they got rotten? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : I want notice. 
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Mr. Speaker’s observation on the point of privilege raised by Mr. Fazlwr 

Rahman. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. On Saturday last I assured the House that I would 
give my decision on the point of privilege raised by Mr. Fazlur Rahman. 
The matter is not yet ready and 1 will give my decision as soon as the matter 
is ready. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I also raised a point of 
privilege on which you said you would give your decision later on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the point of privilege? 

Mr. SPEAKER* That does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It does arise, Sir. You propose to 
give a ruling and I most respectfully submit that you have no right or 
power given to decide on the privileges of members nor can you give any 
ruling on them at any stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER* It does not arise. When I speak, you will then rise 
and say that it is so and so. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Secretary read the following message: — 

“That the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 20th 
March, 1944, agreed to the Bengal Finance (Sales Tax) Amendment Bill, 
1944, without any amendments.” 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

29 — Police. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I heg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,84,74,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police”. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion 
>about the insecure life in rural Bengal due to inaction and insufficient 
patrols of the police. 

The object of the motion is very clear in the motion itself. In the 
Budget Statement the Hon’ble Finance Minister while advancing argu- 
ments for liis taxation measures said that better advantages will follow from 
this increased taxation although we found no amount of this anticipated 
income earmarked for the increased security or any of the items he enumerat- 
ed. Rural Bengal has become very much insecure. Commission of crimes 
of various kinds has increased to an enormous extent. Daring dacoities, 
robberies, thefts and burglaries are of almost everyday occurrence. People 
are not safe under their roof, within their four walls, nor outside on land 
and on water. They are waylaid while passing on the roads and passing 
through the rivers. They are waylaid, robbed, looted, belaboured and 
beaten. Thousands and thousands of maunds of paddy and rice were looted 
at several places in East Bengal from boats which were at anchor either at 
«ome hat or were on their way to a hat for sale of their commodities. There 
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was no help, there was none nearby, no police available to approach for 
help, and these foreigners had to pay penalty and lose much. Travellers 
were not safe. People ^ho were coming to the subdi visional or district 
headquarters for their various businesses were waylaid, attacked, beaten and 
robbed. Sir, such is the condition of rural Bengal. There would have been 
much less crime in this respect, had Government taken action for prevention 
of crime by an extensive police patrol. At present police patrol is quite 
insufficient. When an improvement is asked for, the reply comes from 
Government that there is not sufficient, force. Sir, rural police, I mean the 
chaukidars and dafadars, are so much overworked with their municipal 
duties that they have very little time for their police duties. Moreover, they 
are so very ill-paid that they have to spend some time in earning their 
livelihood from some other source. 

There are village defence parties which have boon disorganised and not 
functioning well as Government have not provided for their equipment and 
made other arrangements for them. Recently, Home Guard Organisations 
have been formed everywhere and officers have been appointed on fat 
salaries, hut these are not organisations for the purpose of preventing c rime. 
Government could have reduced the number of crimes if police outposts had 
been started and through the co-operation of such organisations patrols to 
an extensive extent had been arranged in rural areas. Sir, this is on the 
preventive line. 

If we have to look at the detective line, there also the state of affairs 
fills us with much despair. The rural police is very slow to take action. 
Even on receipt of the first information about an offence they are very slow 
to move to the locality. Corruption and bribery arc rampant there, and 
there is a third thing responsible for the laches of the police in ibis respect, 
namely, the party politics of the Muslim League and the Muslim League 
Ministry. According to this politics, a thief is not a thief, a burglar is not 
a burglar if he holds a tw’o-anna membership ticket of the Muslim League. 
In February last a dealer along with others were caught red-handed with 
15 maunds of sugar and a few tins of kerosene near Gopalganj thana. They 
were handed over to the Gopalganj thana police with the stolen properties, 
and although today is the 21st day of March — I draw the attention of the 
fflon’ble Minister to this fact — that not to speak of any enquiry, investi- 
gation or detection not even a first information report has been drawn up 
because that man could show a two-anna Muslim League membership ticket. 
The Sub-Inspector of Police could not take any action as he would he a 
victim at the hands of higher authorities through the efforts of the local 
office-bearers of the Muslim League. There was another case of Sadar sub- 
division where a dealer himself lodged first information that his godown 
had been looted and that there was a big burglary at his godown ; and at 
night he himself dishonestly removed his goods to his house and from there 
he was removing some of the articles hv boat. Unfortunately for him, the 
village chatfkidars and daffadars were on patrol at the time and on their 
challenging and raising a hue and cry the villagers came to the scene and 
some of them caught the dealer red-handed with the articles 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 

seat.) 
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8 lr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : — ' Rfa 

rerfa at *ff %c*W *R-**fw e« fcR stfarct* rep f^pR re* c*fa3H* crert* 

«r^r W.Y fal# S^^ft** retT 5 *13 ijfFl Rttfa retl CR* I 

rerei • 6 jfsrc*r^ *r*-**tw rerfa *efc, *fire re** bmi *tfa* *retrercg* 

*& fa^t *tf% '3 ft** t>l*tCMiR fmtfr Sfaft fa5tCiflr re*W* *r*Et?t I Trei 

tftw*. refa* sjfaft* ^ar sag <s*r re* ^‘rere 'strict* 4* 3re*fat3 refa- 
resrpfc* srfa fare* *i i <3re* <t‘‘?t>ifat e t^ g*>3 g^;, jrfare ^re** rero* re* 
re* i ’tt*! fa ^fe** gre** res* fare*; k** its-e^ *reft rere* *i i 

<3C**jff RfaSl *S gR* Rs** resfa fa*s *tt** ^ ^tfa *te*s 5 l *fH 1 * 
'JStn ft* stfao i '•tfapt* ere* *£*$■ reu* reft*, fa?R gt**tf*rete* 
re*$ C'SHIt, *ft* *tRT reft *3 5 Ttfa?' ■hI*-?, ret’SSfOT* reg*^ Rctf*, *Rt fa 
RHle** '5tw* ’Rtf re *fa i *ri RPFg Rail* c*** e*fa*Hpr* sjfarl* reTi- 
tfc** re»*ft **i w** i fafaste* *c* res* re^lRf* reh c*fa* cR* fafa&r* fresr 

"rffat* •'Plufal'lM I (."FT* R$* *C* 3** ^5) fefa **P3 Re** fa I =T^5tfa 

•st'f *tfa Rfaere^* *tw* ** retre* rrc^ ssri ^tpft i fas reespfftt* ** 
rets* far* refao fare rr 3 ^tf% ^rfarai retre 3e**ftre ere* fa* gret *t*fa 
*RT *t* He? R I re* (TrfatffaR* “ft** ffaot^t C*t* *tR* 4 *t*r TOT ? 4** 
*tfa 3^ *ftR* RRre *d?fa 're 3 rfOT' 3 #R '*Rl* R*t 5 ; I R5^l , <<]$• *fsTQ^t* 
retre* *i *eks ret-r fafa«. *** i csrfa^bjre* ***tft 'g-stre fare - ? <stm a-stfR 

rei far*‘t c?R fafa^Rre' sttfo sstet* gRfass wt * 1 1 gt? cyr fafagt* 
ssTtRY ’F’h WtRR *) I 

CTfa i fWR'l ’TRFtft ’’Fret* ssfsRmtre? RTre* SsRl res® CR*fR ’FreS*"! 
faR'S* ▼*! I ’FRtfat =Fft re RR *5F3 C5R * 1 , re sYfat^ CR* * 1 , stFF *Ri 

tpRre fafarre* rere^ rr i reRR rerei *fa ren ^fa^FR’Yfasef* 

RRt* Rrw RT CT* ret'3 ^3tR* RRre CT'351 RR *1 I re *^R* RI^R* RCR 
*crer fafapF Rfaffi *re Rre ^cre i ^rfatre s&so ^ ®rt*?itfR rcr ^ 

4T 5TF fefal Rttfa re** I 4 ftifl Sfe* V Rftl 5,^00 *‘t, ftW ^,j«o **, 

30 R*rt* cartel. >§*«( 3 ^ rr* ^t*t* fafa re** i << 1 * 1 ??* f w* rej’tfaw ret* 
rerem *c*i gRtfa*, rett**, gfaRrar *R, refa* rett** <ii*c ifRtJrtrcy 

R* <4$ fa*W*R CRtR re*g** **t* *** 0T3*1 ** I 3* *£* *fa*RoT 

sifRfa gfcfa* Rfa*i fare rr i * * e iti fa$f fare ?r* i strert-sfi *tc** <r*i 
re* cRttc* faft c^t*^ fare ree** c*re* c^* 1 ^ fare r* i re*i cg^t* *re 

RR.retfa *tRRtg rri Ji'm^’^^fare^ fafam reesr^- ^f|re*, 
'WR *s t Rt*tt* sttfare* 3*'3 sstiR* c*R^ *t^ i gRt* *t*re cg^t* rti ?* i 
* ttfae|& *tR** >3 4*-f®-'3 *tR*c** reef **9re rerre ere* ret ere* *t— fafarre* 
re* «tfa *i *t* *e* crere i ^’w* f*re* ree^ ^** r*i •srefa i oi** re *Star* 
re*ow *fe*i **— Ji*fa > 3 ** *k^i 

3 S 88 rere* re**rft-erefRtft re* «tt*R re?r rerere^i* wrere 
•jfat fa^ire* refaft rere? *rre: w re** ®** i rerfafc $5i*t»ftret 
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i (TO%fe*rTO «jf¥r <srfrot m) iS^rfirfws i <& mtfb r to* fk 
TO*i to-*TO TOf* ? 

^5 Fb* C^tft tftotlfmaf TOO* *t£t TOOTT TO* ftflf fr tf t 

<jfirt *f$to *m TOift, to^RTO ^r s R to to; f^rWcro §TO *rsjt* tot i TOt* 
qi^w *£***£? yrtfvafc* TOrPt£ to 31 i 

’®rt*trar *nmft <^*tt*n# TOft 's TOtftw* *^*ro to? to* *wm 
fro oft^c* ^rfac-t* wji fkf cn *<tocto $f?c* c^ tof c* tow faPr 
4 itoc* 3tro i tow* titwf^ ^^--rtro* row a vfm *fcr^ si ?rtf*rfc 
TOtFfoc? ?t* *tfrocg— 1 fire s?ft 4* c* ?JTft£ TOtFft** to <jWfa* c*tf*s 
ro* tortof* *4t*t* to tow* wwr* toiftc** to toh 
*pm to *1 i 

wf^fcjw gic* glw to ?fe** TOfi* FfafcF^ i fkro* TO 
jprofo *ro* c*rorotf$*i gtwr* ^ *r croc? c^r^rro to i *tfa :>fct* to 
C^ftW* ^T*^ *ftU3 ^JtW* 4?T?1 ^TO * **£) *C* TO* SRI I $t**t* <jflH wro 
c** ?#r$ cTO^f%r? ^tt<ro *tet*r to i TOW* S^wt^fhit* c^'wtot f? *wr* r 
$t*i <*i$ ^ror wwf fkro* TOr ftro^wrr 4* **r to* *tT 5 t* to* tow fro 
*t^t roc ^T f? ? 4* f*\5<R TOlt *t*^l <3F57tFt* CTOT ^FtTtfrl TOU5* *0? f* I 

tos ro*Mt* *d^ i *ts ro**tlV to srfrTOr ^troro to*-**, <tff*f*fs, 
mb Ftf*r sftw* crow* $*t*M3 4 * *r?fcrc TOm Ftroi srcro i 
c*fWfcjw ^f¥r c* row rofrorw st* to cto Mfr toot ctos c*srt* 
vffq f* | TOofW *{^F®fl fiTO TO’F «J&3*tWr TOJ I *f^TN«T 

vfTO* ^|tf% tftOT *>5, , f*-f?, *f«i4lViil FtFF * r C 5 TWF* 

'ar^Tt'^ I f^s^tOT ®Ttl? ^TtU^T** t3J ^T v f^*Tt* *Hil f%f* fe’ffTS f^W*< I *TO M3^t^Wf* 
TO^TO * PtTO5t* * r tWTM3 W4t* PiW TOlTOPT I B. T. ^t* 
Tp^, <i jf%*t ^Iw^i f%f% j r** r tfY *f% ^ff 7 ? i «i]C5*r oti 5 tp^wf'8 

<if%c*t* ^tt^tft ^frsTO r? to w w fro 5 tto( ^r* frtro* otts ^mbui 

TO ^i i ^ c^ft *r?M TObnfOT tot^TOt Tfrs tto^ 'TO' cn ®ft- 

W* TOP CTO *fTO ?rft i f¥? ^fror* to TOch CTOTO* 

^ Prc^t* CTO K1 C*^ ^3t* CFt^ TOt^t FTOt TO^t 7 ^ TOtft C*’3*tW I 

f**i*t 5 ^** ^t* ^rf*ro^t" to or ctotms ftxro <? t? ro^r ftro 5 

^tTO TOrtPtll ^rfTO rocro* CTOTO TO?t* TO TO 7 rtfsryft 7 T TOrcts 
CTOT 5 ftro ^ (TOT) I !> 5 > 8 ^ 4 * ^KW ’tPft iftw* *t^t ^ffl- 

^ft* jpw ^ro-c^ftro crop TOt fM 7 ^^, TOf^*cFt^, *t* hi to? tot <4** 
crot* TOwf?» ^f5^n , set ^ttfn feror <7rf%' *fl®fVt4l> cTO^r fro TO i 
6 »jTOt* TOTO* CTOt^?t TOTfer TO? TO CTO WWf ftfTO 
f% ? *<PR fT 'Q C^tCTO CTO3 l 

fkro TOcro toto ^jPpt ^TOq «p^ ♦ffirow tjffefir* 
j ftroft to* ^ ifrf^TO w, cto, c*t^ 

to Sto ito tot cto toi^ ^rfro c?ro — *to <ffwi 
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820 iiBMAWJU run uuajxtb. [zist jukcb, 

tos cstcs tow cto 4s; 4^5 sicst sicsi sf^tantft tom ss 5 set 

CTOJBtft (SS^CTO 4 S-fiSrf* 1 -'< 5 , TOSTOjfS <jfst fSC? CSlTO 4*CB STOTOCS 

519ns to sfesim ttrs tf#*! TO=t sisi TOi fastsisis to i <sb*B tfflwft 

SCt' *J? 4? TO53 STO'lift U'SI ftpRtt dl'Jtt STOfJ tlSHlfS TOI 4S1 STO TOT 

cs t fscs? tot TO?B slscss sis tf^ptet c^c? fscs to i *tcro sfrotes 4$ 
OTCfft st* ftjssw sisct «ttsB fro fro sBf*ft to i TOBifa to, 4si ttf% 
c*rttsr tovsi sstocto t|TO stcs> froi stoics facs sj^iw 's sBf*tciB stroB cy 
froo? ’tfsics'i «ifs«icT cro fsfsfeB 'asifr m«ihb start's *055 frocks si 

ojfSrCTOT ’6’Srft TO TOSB CTOS TOK31 St? 7 

csfWl*£cro 4^gns c«fcs tot tft« *f£re sis *jfss <9 nw^iws TOssfe 
'B'srfs 'a s fc'Si rl cTO to fror< T3 f%*r$ i TOcgft Blesses* trot sics st?s’iTO3 
firfscro TOs *ffrre f*tcs sBi to^ i tocspi tosI sbi? sfe c* 1 cto si stTOt sic^ 
qtwtt TOtsrt ststwic* mutt tot to? i ttscs? sics wtft sitob 4 ? ftess 

*tf> 3 B WSX Sift CY I CTO fafS&B fa 4 ? TO * 5 sB TOT Sifts CSCTS ? 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,84,74,000 under the head “29 — Police” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the inefficiency 
of the police force and bribery as well. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4 TO TOTCT? CtTO *11? CS »jfsC*B SlTO 7jHi O CTOft 61TO 
15*111 ’Tfl TO I S'o<CSC*5* TOT CTOS Headj] 415 fcfal TO TOT1 TO SI I 4? SB *Bl Stt 1 
TOO CSC? TO C* StlTO *1l?t TOCS Ufa Ttf*M TO I fa<5 CStl TO csstcs -ttfro 
*1fTOCtf 'tfSC'B TO^TTO TOB TO TOtfTO ’ll? TO^ I St^S Sttl TO SfacB 
tBl C5tS STTOCHI SSS TOTI TO I fa« BCSt SSfl CTtl TO *Jf%f 4CB 
TOlTOl TO, 4*1 5f* StTOfa* fa^CS *tfsC*B STOtSl «ttC? I 4? tpirs Btfa 
^SSl CSSB BMfafa «ttsf» TOl TOCS *1tft I CTO1CS 4S>^1 stltroctu sn*ticn 
*lfsTO sito ccsm to 1 1 fro *jf%t 4 sro totois sbi gwws cro totos 

SI I I5tsr*tsr TOS 2nd Offioer SfTOfS TO CTOS, TOtfSS TO Y^tS CT*| 
CSS Sfifs 2nd Offioer^S TO CtCCY Offioer-in-charge file fsnr sy nt l s SlS® 
TOCSS I TOTO CYS StfS SI Circle Offioer CSSICS fscs f^fm SSTOS SlSS TOCSS 
4S* report c»tC9 police final report submit STO I SB 4Y?1 S^SB TOfl «SS: 
S l 'gfi fSB fSTffSS Btpsl 4Y Sift'S StCB O S*5l STl*ft CtStft TO I S? sf‘tB SCST 
SISB S1TO IsCTi B1S1 TO SS5 5tf?rfscs CS'TfSSB SfSI SCS'9 tlSB SIStS CS9S1 
TO St? I SlSSI CSTOtS 4? YtCTO SCS *jfsC*B TO5 f^S I >4H*B 4? SCSJ 
, ofs edit toi *H9S ftt 5l^i *Bsbaslsi cstt c*t^cs *tltl# 'sBi stslscs ctcs 
Cts I StTOl Bjrts TOCS *tlf% 4* C*tTO YSCS1 tfsc*B ’fTOtSl % I 

tSB*B SB 4 Sl? fron— -control 4 S TO t fsTOSB 51 §S StSl fsfa* TOC^ | 
iStStS^ TO 5ll5S 4 SICS SBC? ’ffSt CTOC? ftf TOC^ SI I 4? C*t^CS TOC31 CStS 
CSttS TOST fTOJStS SlC^ I 4?«les ®tfsct? StfiSCTO TOl control policy 
*C*t fail TO StCTO I 
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M. A. ZAMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, sfaTOPp «[Wp *ltm 

iflj CTC* 'flT’T ’fC’T C^tT 

Mr. WEAKER: Khan Bahadur, I think you had better come oyer to 
this side lor the time being. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head "29— Police” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about v the 
conduct of the police in enforcing control policy of the Government of 
Bengal. 

General Administration ttTO tpOT Sir Nazimuddin 

vv wfira 4 $ a police <n offioiaipr* 

proper channels through faof 
'mus i f%ft ^ m TOrf^r, 

<7$ I fel ^ Wtfa ^ VJS ^5, Stetsr Muslim 

League CTO Sir Nazimuddin Jit'CSTO ^ST 9 ! 

*T1 I tpj 515$ — proper channels ^P\H ^fa*fl- r 3Tgf%«n fV ? 

stfW! Wtft channel^ ^ 

fferfesre i few 6 tjPt iftc^nr 

<JPrt registered feS fefffeltt Magistrates wt^— 

'3 — fell ^ <7T$ cstwft feSr 

^r3 Magistrate C’ftW ^ttTT fa I ^tCW$ CTT^ffR 4$ 

t[Tt^ 4*Jbl^lOT W^lM^ tffefafe^ wfeTW 

*jf 5 — ^ Sir Nazimuddin ^MPfiT 7 [7t^ofe 3 T ,Q9 t^r — 

4$ fes Tft tr«fa ^rift 3trwT? 

a *mi3tfr StTO fenfa ’OT? ^ I ^ control policy 
isTfaS WC3 fe^H 4T* denial polioy W registration 

<5^ ^sn 5W ’Jfeir '3 yr offifft* wfe | | arC<fT 

M •TK, WC/TS C 9 !^ I *jfe"fa 

^ i ytw— <?f *1 R*T) i 

control polioy — 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I draw your attention 
to the fact that Alhadj Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhu^ is sitting with mem- 
bers outside his group? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gyasuddin, for the time being will you please 
come over to this side of the House (pointing to the left). I will give my 
decision on this matter hereafter. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, Mr. Syed Ahmed is also there. 

(Both Alhadj Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury and Mr. Syed Ahmed left 
the seats they were then occupying.) 

21a 
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•J. NARENDRA NATH DAS QUPTA s control policy* TER C? TOn 
>fC5faR fafb^ I ?5 ^(b*? T*1 ^TR <4|** 

TOW n TO? Ttf-ps'ft'f? ?c<rr ?n <rtR v ?TO t?i $u, fest? TO ctw to%i fa 

TO?t?l T ^TO TCT' *ftE?R I $5t? TO dfat^fa ^tfpi TO? fafRE? T?«Pjt? 
®*tfT3 TOf I <TOTO ^faf, <5 gfaKbft <7ft TO fac? TO <4?; TO CTOflR 4T1>1 
toe*? n i 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

M 1% GIA8UDDIN AHMED I Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29— Police” Ibe reduced by 
Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about failure of the 
Government to effect economy in police administration and to stop non- 
Bengalee appointments in Calcutta Police. 

Sir, TO?1 Rfat faTOt? TO-^tRf <RTO *fft ?r? TO TOTOl faTOt? 
cTOf nr ortt Rtcr i vflTO c?^e^ 5 *fft fro crrf5? Sto ^f%rro tos 

«nn TOE^ I ?ftRf? fafej CTO? administration srj ?1 TOb S? nf? 

or tl5 TORgft rt 5trt? faj $*tc? i cw! tot TfaTf^st? ^f%rTO to to 

3? Mtffi"! *TT 5tn I Presidency Division police^* WKl TOb 31 *|H £01)0 

wr 5tn i TOn to f| — *ffai fasten to n ?rfac* TOft n 

^JRT fabTC'4? TO <l^!(Ri C3tT fan oqfiET <n cTOift 

TOR R1 I <31 ^51 TO 31 Tfartm RfTO non -Bengalee^ »ftg T ? l fcO 

WCTO3 C?"fl I ntltC*?? Rt'Rl CTO TOTt*!? 6 ! TR 5 ? M3 ^fflTO? feb? TERT TR CRsfi- 

^ to crpf Ttc ^ — toi ^farro btrfa cto sftfart? Sto tto *m i otn 

— TCRET?$ 3tt<5 TtR (7ft I TOSft), TOn <bf?l Tfartbl "TO 

TO, ^\or r® cr^s^i feftn fan $tn ?S ot Rfti 

*tf%R TOC 3 ^ nrffa Tt?M3 ?RCn bft ^fa? 4?; TOTWlE 6 !? RE?J 
TOn Sfbn <?ft ?pr nt^r rIto to* TOi 

CRCTO CRf^E^ *jt I ^StiTR '5 r tRl Sfb<3 RfaR CRRt^RERR btRR 

publio servant I ntTOft TO J Tt<ff?E 6 fa TO <5tm TtfTO TO I 4RTE1 

Rtfa ^JRFfl? *i>TO RTO bft I CTOR fajf^R 10th March, 

TOft<l* ^ ^^ftl ^&R1 TOE§ I TOtm CRE*r TORfTOE^ TO nfaTO 
TTtTOntcr 5m or$m ^ftTt*n TO? ri i <7ftro to 5m 

fTO nffat? TO TO police ^ military nfET? CTOTOTfa TO 5fcj 
fac® to 1 'btTOn ^rrotTOrcTOr to 1 ^r? to cTOr 

WSim TOE^ I ^ in? *15® TO) CTO TO?1 ?TO TO%, ^faR CR. 
^t^tTER? trfa fa ?^r TOTt? to Tot I TO < 3t?l TRTt? TO%T fan 
S tfiRti to? toss, (7ft *rfa?H -rrfa ^ *tTO 

♦Ittf ^ TftR ta ?rftTO faRPft fTO|W TITO RtETO? RfSte ^ ft gtR* 
Tfap ? f 3 f? ^ T*3? ?mfE?? tffa RfaER? nmtbt? nsro crft totew < CTOOfT 
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tstf^ni orsw tosose toi roitt$ i to* 

^T-5f5f CTO TO 4TO ^ TOC^ <W TO3 pFtTSfsRTF TOf*(T> TO TOfil 

**i TOTO TOftp ^tcfef pf-Sw c^Flr 6 ! trtu o ^rt^r 

<r^c^ Rev ctocto totTO tvi otc$ <to; ftfte ctocto wtroflrt 

TO TtTO5 (tt'OT TC¥C^ I Ttrfrv ^fVc 6 ! ql¥ Slltr TO*T TO ^TO ¥tfTO oqTOrfT 

t [ 4 u tottto tiro crom ¥tft tus stfigro fro to¥ ’rtife orofrpF, 

TO¥tf¥ ¥fa TC^5 ¥'4*f fet^Fl fro RC¥C§ I C'dTTO ^CO TO *t¥ <tllKfTO 
(TrQ¥1#TOC^ I TOO tfTO ^TORjJtotTO TOTC5 I 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
iby Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about bribery and 
corruption amongst Traffic Police in Calcutta. 

T faTOTO Traffic police^ <TOTt5tOT TOl f»TVWT Station TOTO ptfS 
TO) TO I ITOTI fag «J$ TOT1 , CTtTO 8 <Wl , cM% fag * TOl TO 

fTO tv i cniao qTO to ^ctoi frs 4 toto ?|f$TO 

TOT prs f%| cTOC\3 TOf^ ¥1 I TO TO private driver 

a Traffic police ofWfT CSrif ¥1 TCVT^ I TOt TOtWTO CTO TV 4$ WtTOTO 
fag fag CTOCTO I TOfTO black-out^ fvc^T m TO TO'rt 

?fl fafC¥ (7TTO TO ¥1 TOH TOl VT31 CV CTO traffic constable^* 

*tU3 flpT TO TOl, 4TO *Tt*TO TO ¥1 I Hon’bl e 

Finance Minister^ ap^, inflation of bribery fa K1 <51 fr? pC<3 TOfa 
I TO1 (7T TOT fafa ^TOTO TOCTO I STO TO TO C^f^T — TO TOt^ f 
W.*TO¥ WV faCW*l ¥1 CTO facTO? pi TOJttTO ¥ft*5 TO TO, TO 
?fa<*H4>Ta l£ 1C*T falft «HC<5 ^Ivy TOTCV, *T 5 T¥ r t ! 5tV traffio police V^tC^fV 3 tff 3 F1 

CTO 5- \5t^t VTOV I 4$ CV TOKf^T ^5TtTO PTRV 5«TC^, CTO ?ffoTO 

C& I TOT CV political movement Wf TOTf¥ «RT pTOV 

oltfent 5 ! ^TptCV W1 TTV^T — ¥t^TO W¥T <=lt&VlC<VV £|T¥1* 

T¥ I ^ TOS fra, cfcfa, CTO^ driver?:^ §*fl TOItTO TO 
VpPfNTt T’ftV W¥T tf!f¥ C^'SVtV c^Im *f?TOr (TV? 1 fTT TWfV <4 CTO 

Sftpi CTO C¥ fTOC¥ CTO CfsfCS ¥f% I *PT3( v hawker TOl pfe 

TO f%#t TO, TO TO, ^5tCTO S*fa direot or indiroot 

taxation, J& C¥ traffio policeil^ p, statistics <^¥1 TO, 

TOT* w ^TO W^C9 TOl Sales-tax ^ CSftCTO TtCf ’tD? fV ^ 

TO fro TO*1 TO^TlTOl Agricultural income-tax f%C¥ TO^ftTOl TO 

traffio polices taxation TOCT CTO? TOTO*T1 TO *fl I 
Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Mr. Speaker, can 1 have just one 
minute to put*one question to the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat, Dr. SanyalP 
Mr. Skipwith. 

Mr* W. E. SKIPWITH: Sir, on every occasion on which a member of 
this party has spoken on the subject of police we have urged the necessity 
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for an increase in the strength of the force, hut the arguments we have 
put forward in the past pale into insignificance in the light of the position 
in this province today. In spite of our hopes there has been no adequate 
increase in the strength pf the police force. It is true that the Range 
Reserve of 1,500 men has been re-established but a reference to the Red 
Book shows that the comparatively small increase in police expenditure 
during 1942-43 — some Rs. 37 lakhs — is almost entirely due to dearness and 
ration allowances which means that the force has not in fact increased in 
numbers to any appreciable extent. On the other hand, their duties have 
increased enormously. Some 10 per cent, of the police are employe#! on 
what might be described as military duties — the guarding of railways, 
bridges, protected areas and as security police for air-fields. This, Sir, 
is a drain on the meagre resources of this province which we feel is not 
justified and we trust that the Hon’ble Minister will take every step 
possible to have these duties taken over by the military authorities. 

In addition to these military duties the police force have been called 
upon to divert a lot of their energies to A.R.P. work and duties in con- 
nection with food control, destitutes and rice convoying, etc. The latest 
imposition, and one on which I wish to dwell for a moment, has been in 
connection with the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinance and 
already we have heard in this House criticism for their failure to bring 
more recalcitrants to book. We agree, Sir, that there is scope for vast 
improvement in this respect but, at the same time, we deplore the fact 
that the Commerce and Labour Department are unable to provide indepen- 
dent machinery for this work. We also deplore, Sir, the inadequacy of 
the courts for the trial of these cases. In our opinion, the co-operation 
of the general public, which is absolutely essential if this Ordinance is 
to be effective, will not be forthcoming if they, and with them, the prose- 
cuting police officers are kept waiting for cases to be brought up in the 
already congested courts. If the police must be employer to implement the 
provisions of this Ordinance then it is doubly important that special courts 
with summary procedure to try hoarding and profiteering cases be set up 
and we hope the Hon’ble Minister will give this matter his close attention. 

With such a vast expansion in their duties and no corresponding increase 
in their strength is it any wonder that crime and undetected crime is on 
the increase tooP I do not think the Hon’ble Minister will deny that 
daooities have increased tenfold in recent months but to claim that this 
is due to slackness or inefficiency on the part of the police show* a lack of 
realism. With prices at their prevailing inflated levels and with a general 
scarcity of consumers’ goods there must be an added incentive to dacoity, 
and to make their task even more difficult there has been no improvement 
in police communications. It is, for instance, a most astounding fact that 
the police are apparently unable to obtain anything like adequate supplies 
of coal for their river craft. 

Finally, Sir, I wish to express to our police force the congratulations 
of this party fot the uncomplaining manner in which they have struggled 
16 uphold the law and order in this province under such great difficulties 
mid with so very little co-operation from those they seek to serve. 
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Dr. MALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I have one minute for putting one 
question P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I have nothing to say. 

Dr. 60BINDA CHANDRA BHAUMIK : toTO fltm ^TSlW* 

i tjtCT tftCT ffiw vrtrs c^ttvcr TOfa cTOftR 

CTO I <?ft C^ t ^C R C^fCT ftfft t*ft*CR S 9 ^ ^3?Tt5t^ W? I 

4?nr f¥ TOR TO, TO, 4?ar to c*rc *5T-#nfttll> 4CT PrftCT 
i <*ft Rft TOn TftvTO TOfa i’Sfaro ^ck&> i cRTO Ptc^ 

-sfffa cTOcr >0 R to Rfro i TOR c>ft r TtCT cro croft 

f<$ ra case «ftOft R1 TOif^T TOl ^Intac.^ fabtC* *ft'TO TO C^t«T 

^Tf<f special police ?FCT TO ’TOT TOR CTOf t>OISG [TO CTC^ 

Prc^s tot ri toti i 4? TOn f*R fR nk$ i 4R ^cr 
TO c*M c-sfO?, CTO *JtCT C^TtTO TO TOl TOl, CTTO TOR faTOl- 

*n TOT TOTO f^CT TOfll TOD I 4 $ TOlbfa ^5 * ^TO®! CTOTO 

«W WTOTOtTO ^*TT CTO *TTOtPtt31 I TO TO«f TO§ CTOTO 
^ ^ ^ntR TOT (TTotCT TOft 5tfaCTCT, facTOs: August movement <47 TO 
CTOf cTO^tTO CT^tCT *tfsTCTT TOTt5fa 5*TC3[, CTO f*R TO^t.fa ’rf^TTO 
CTOl ^ ^JtTOI TOT CT ^t'^TTO «W 'oTOsTOl TOl TO^CRO ISjtf^CT 

C*fcRI 

Sir Nazimuddinr^F ^TTOl 5ft CTOlH fs’f^T STOTO * 40 $ 

5R, TOC^T ’TferTO CT TO5i Wt CTOTO TO^ TOR 0§U$ fift, 

TOfft WRtTOCTO TOTtoft $40$ TOCT R* CTOlRft TOtf% R 5CT I 

c TO#t*p $s*oo TO TOr ’Tort toTOr <w ^rtRt tot ^Jfronr 

^jTO TO?r 5stc^ 1 cTOc^r *Hcot ftTR tot ^gfro 

<tCT 9 tro *tro c*t’ot 5"CTc^ 1 ^froft TferTOR tot ^rft TOr ^ ‘J^n Tfft 
ITU TOt*T ^ Pf^^fStCT TOr tot^t toTO S^ff% to ki i mCTl^ 

TOf^ %1 C'fCR C*f51, TOR '5H 7 Tt*ffa c f TlfTI TCT TOR <$& C l T9?n CTt^f <>3^* TOR 
TOTTOTO *ftf% TtTOft TO CTO, TOT^T TO TO 1 TO I 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED : vjfiff PrTO^T ^T TO^ subordinat # 

police inspector, sub-inspector downwards, $TCR direct superior TOTpT 

inspectors, 4 $ inspector CR lower rank promotion faft CTOT R — 
old criminals cTOf ^1^1 

4Rft 03^1 meeting CftCTf^r Sir Nazimuddin cTOCT president %R, 
Commissioner of Police f|cR, Inspector-General of Police %R I CRfCT 
ftTO IJTl RT R CT oert<3n per cent of inspectors recruit ^n TO from 
b.C.8. Examination. R*T Inspector-General of police TO tffeTft TOf^CR \ 
fef5( owft ^ I TOR tfsff ftTO^T R5 RtCTf efficiency TO TffCT I ^Pfl 
offiotfCR self-supporting VTU5 TO I TOC«T TOl lnmeMly TO RCT I C*ltfcl 
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#* 0 $ c^tn? ^ honestly ^ i 

eosostableDf* recruitment “ft ^^7$ confined sffan | Q) ^ 

HVWPM* ciP t ^nr? ^tros ^ i ^5fa«fa c?rtr fos* tot 

Chief Minister^ ^T3t? I C^T°T portfolio 

btftf 'll , 'TW?T iTWl *|TStU*? *ffC5 nepotism <u^ 

dishonesty *fjpr *n *ffo I 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I put one or 
two questions to the Hon’ble Home Minister? As the time at my disposal 
is very short, I will only confine myself to inviting his attention to one 
or two specific cases and asking him what he advises me to do in the 
circumstances. 

On Monday, the 17th January at 8-25 p.m. while I was coming out of 
Howrah Station I noticed one fellow was collecting some tips from a number 
of hackney carriage drivers and rickshaw pullers. I caught hold of one 
young fellow while he was actually collecting tips and there were two 
constables near about, namely, Nos. 20 and 69. I asked them to arrest 
the fellow and they refused. Then, Sir, I took that rickshaw puller from 
whom the money was actually collected in my presence to the Government 
Railway Police Office at Howrah and along with me was Dr. Ukil, a very 
respectable citizen of Calcutta, and we lodged the cohiplaint formally. 
The rickshaw puller’s name is Gokai Rabidas of 19, Haradas Lane, Chore- 
bagan police-station. The matter was duly reported. The man was 
searched in our presence, and a number of Bmall coins and anna bits were 
discovered from him. At first he tried to explain by saying: ‘‘This is my 
own money” And then he practically admitted that he had collected such 
money. The two police constables were sent for and they came to the 
thana and said that • though they were there they noticed nothing and 
although I requested them to arrest the man they could not arrest him 
because that particular spot where the man was actually collecting was 
in charge of another constable who just went out for taking tea. The 
Inspector of the Howrah Station came after this incident on his having 
been asked to come. The Inspector took the thana officer to task for 
having taken this matter up without his permission. There the matter 
ended. I formally lodged the complaint; I wrote out the complaint and 
Dr. Ukil also signed his name and gave his address. That was on the 17th 
January. Up to date I do not know what action has been taken and 
whether Government propose to take any action. There have been also 
similar other occurrences brought to the notice of members at Sealdah and 
nothing has been done so .far. The matter was brought to a head a few 
years ago when the then Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, took drastic 
steps and for some time it appeared that the evil had been checked. But 
Sir, since then matters have again become worse. 

In the mufassil also we have noticed that ev& bond fide reports to the 
thana made by respectable citisens regarding black marketing or profiteer- 
ing are not taken any notice of and this has been the case Troth at Berham- 
pore as well as at Krishnagar. Certain police officers who were complained 
•gainst were for a time temporarily kept under surveillance but, Sir, no 



DEMAND FOB GRANTS. 


1944.} C 


m 


ac fcjjj stop has been taken. 1 would like to know from the Hon'ble 
Minister what is the remedy of an ordinary humble law-abiding citisen in 
such cases? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the time at my disposal 

is very fchort. So I shall try to confine myself to one or two points that 
have been raised today. 

I will begin by informing Dr. Sanyal that his proper course should 
have been, if he had found that nothing had been done to speak to the 
Superintendent of Police. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I spoke to the S. P. Branch. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The S. P., Howrah, has no 
jurisdiction over the Railway Police. Dr. Sanyal knows this very well. 
The Railway Police is different from the District Police and that area is 
under the jurisdiction of the Railway Police. There is one S. P. 
(Railways) at Howrah and another at Sealdah. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: What are you going to do after 
hearing thisP 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If only Mr. Gupta had 
waited he would have got the answer. His question is not a relevant 
question at all. Dr. Sanyal wanted to know what he should do and I have 
told him what his duty was. 1 do not think 1 am called upon to give a 
reply to Mr. Gupta. (Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta: Keep quiet then.) 
My policy is that when complaints are brought to my notice I immediately 
call for report. I have made it abundantly clear to the Inspector-General 
of Police and the Commissioner of Police that we must have all complaints 
properly investigated, and if in any case the police are found to be in the 
wrong they must be punished. On the other hand, while we hear com- 
plaints about police there are occasions when though the police have taken 
action no appreciation is shown by the members of this House or by the 
public. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That shows that action was not 
justified.) 

Sir, it has been stated by a member of the European Group tjiat the 
police have had a very trying time. There has been a very large increase 
in crimes. The number of police at the present time is hopelessly inade- 
quate. We -have tried to increase the numbef but the capacity for 
expansion is limited to the facilities available for training in the province. 
We cannot recruit any number of police as and when we want. We have 
got to give them training and for that facilities are required in places 
where we can give training. We have extended our training establish- 
ments both in Calcutta and Sarda to the utmost extent. It is not possible 
to do any more until we have one or two more training centres. The 
proposal for a temporary training centre has been discussed by the Inspector- 
General of Police and if it is feasible we shall try and establish training 
centres and increase the number of police. There is no doubt that at the 
present time more police is required, (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: What 
about Home Guards ?) As far as Home Guards are concerned the members 
eBting opposite have complained about Home Guards. I think in most 
places the Home Guards are doing very good work and during my tours 
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I have received reports from the members of the public that the Home 
Guards have been helpful in putting down crimes and patrolling and in 
coming to the help of the public on occasions when their help was needed. 
But the Home Guards cannot actually fulfil all the duties of the police. 

As regards the question raised abo^t Midnapore district and particularly 
Tamluk area, honourable members have listened to the complaints, but 
there is also another side to the story. In that area innocent persons are 
being regularly kidnapped and murdered. If honourable members have 
said “shame, shame” to the alleged excesses in December, I do not think 
it is much worse than kidnapping people and killing them. Not only are 
people being kidnapped but they are being blackmailed. Money is being 
extorted from them and they are terrorised to a great extent. While dis- 
cussing with one gentleman who made this complaint about the alleged 
police excesses I gather that the attitude of the local people seems to be 
this: “If we give information to the police we lose our life. If we do not 
give information to the police the utmost thing that can happen is ducking 
in cold water”. I would like the honourable members to realise that the 
conditions in the Tamluk area are very bad. (Cries of “Question, question” 
from the Opposition Benches.) The remedy that was suggested by honour- 
able members opposite was that all these persons should be released. I 
find great difficulty in accepting that because evidently at the time when 
these people were put in jail the representatives of the Opposition Benches 
were in power. They thought that these people were responsible for the 
trouble in Midnapore and therefore they were put under arrest and detained 
by them. It is also our report that to a very large extent the people there 
were responsible for the very serious situation that was created at that 
time. I do not see how we can at present take the risk of releasing these 
people and be sure that the same thing will not occur again. What is the 
guarantee that these things will not occur again, as long as the attitude 
of the Congress Party in Midnapore, the Official Congress themselves have 
not accepted the position that they will not do anything of that sort in 
Midnapore hereafter 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What do you meanP Will not 
that help you in ducking them in cold water? 

The Hoit’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As they have not yet 
accepted that position it is not possible. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Is that your dictum or 
fatwa? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is a very important 
question and I have discussed it with some members. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Call a round table conference and see 
that these things are settled once for all. 

- Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Unless there is some kind of 
declaration from the Official Congress Party and we are satisfied that there 
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is no likelihood of future trouble I find very great difficulty in agreeing 
to the release of these people. That is the only solution that ha$ been 
put forward. 

As far as the police is concerned I am prepared to hold an enquiry and, 
if there had been any excesses, to punish the people, but let me ask the 
members opposite what are they goin’g to do to help in stopping murders 
and kidnapping? TV^ill they not go and tell the people to stop these things,? 

Mr. KIRON 8ANKAR ROY: The Congress takes no responsibility for 
murders. If you give names we shall enquire. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Awl I have made my posi- 
tion clear and I think that now the responsibility rests on the people of 
Midnapore and those who are responsible for the organisation of theirs. • 

As regards the other point raised about the enrolment of Bengalees in 
the police, I can assure the House that so far as the unarmed branch is 
concerned,’ none but Bengalees are being taken in in the Bengal Police as 
far as my information goes, and it is only in those cases where we cannot 
get recruits from amongst the Bengalees that the police authorities come 
up to us for recruiting non-Bengalees. (Dr. Nai.inaksiia Sanyai, : What 
about the constabulary?) The constabulary in the Bengal Police is almost 
entirely Bengalee. 

Sir, we have a great difficulty in getting the right type of recruits for 
the Calcutta Police. We deputed an Indian Deputy Commissioner of 
Police to the districts of Bengal to try and get recruits fitted with the 
qualifications that were required, but the result has not been to our expecta- 
tion But I am not yet prepared to accept that nor do I accept that w f o 
cannot have Bengalees for the Calcutta Police. My attitude is that after 
the war is over when there will be no dearth of men, in the armed branch 
and in the police force, we shall have none but Bengalees in future. 

Mr. HABIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, may 1 put only one 
question to the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin? Is he going to make an enquiry 
into the affairs in Midnapore and arrest those police officers who are working 
as goondas under the Security Prisoners’ rule? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. I cannot allow it. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rb. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Haripada Chattopadhyay that the demand of 
Rs. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Patiram Roy that the demand of Rs. 2,84,74,000 
for expenditure under the head “29— Police” be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
Ra. 2 84,74,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Ra. 100, was then put and lost. 
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. The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of Rs. 2,84,74,000 
for. expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that, the demand of 
Ra. 2,84,74,000 for expenditure under 4he head “29 — Police” be reduced 
by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Es. 2,84,74,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police”, 
was then put and agreed to. 

28— dails and Convict Settlements. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Es. 1,10,05,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settle- 
ments’*. 

Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Us. 1,10,06,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — -Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to release all political 
prisoners. 

«rtra w ®tra®ratfra rafafrara 5 ratrara ram, ram ®tra®rafo* tfuiiHicra urate® <ttcra 
rarat ramrar ra^t® *rtcra ra? rara ratraracra esrcra ram rote?, rara; ®m ra ft 
racrat^ ®t rati® Bftrac® ratcra rat i rara ®tcrara ratra nrarrara mrat rates, emtra 
raram ratftepjra 

®tlt®l Bengal Assembly* jo SR ’PPtrera'3 csfira Rtfr® raMl I 

•frail cratra craratra ?f®5ftra c*rrai ratra rai era frarai ftblcra rafa^cra* raftfra^ ratcrara rarai 
raftra ratrai tnt i 

ra? W'fc rarara rafsra rat® racra%rara ®rara ®tn ratera%rara ra political prisoners- 

erra iv raei ertrara, frai rara rat® ®tra cratra rarara crarac® ratfu^ rat i ratratra fratpra 
raft m&rtcra rara rafara'tfff ratrarei ®traera ra? rara ratrarafarara crac® ratrac®i i ratra 
rarara cracl rara' raratrarft israfa® rams, racram, rara tpff® cratcra rara rara craira ram 
rateui, rara* rat* raraili rafotrara ratals raism rateu^ ra? rara® ra^tcrara, raters 
eraelra cratra ®trarafcra, ram organisation rales ®trrs raft rafy c*r< 3 in rara, ®tratra 
raetra rara rara cram ra?®tera rastrates rarat raratratfte® rara«t ras«t rasc®t rat i ®m 
rates Ira raes fctrat &sra ram® rara, ra is racra fra raes tute® rara, ®m rates fra racra 
ericra utrate® rara i ra? ratss-sfraera rarara raiifera ram raerae^ i ®fep®i ratraterara rattrai 
raerara^tra 50 ras rarara’Jt fraeira racra rattraira cra®i “ts^uarcra ratra rat® rasra'cra'fc 

raratra crats -frai craratra rat? 1 ra? rara rasramsesra c®tefr Assembiye® 

raeraeura, tftorra raftra racra rasratramrara raftratra ratf ram rarrac^ 1 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Es. 1,10,05,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails 
and Convict Settlements” be reduced by. Rs. 100, to raise a discussion 
about the indifference and want of alertness on the part of the Government 
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to attend to complaints regarding jail administration and highhandedness 
of the jail officials. 

Sir, once again I say to the Hon’ble Minister that please take note of 
matters placed before the Assembly by each and every member, examine 
and investigate into them and then discard those which you find to havje 
no importance and foundation and take up those which require considers* 
tion and remedy. Please do not try to silence our voice by telling that 
we are all crisis-mongers, that we do not sincerely feel for the real cause 
but we speak of failures of the Government and exaggerate matters only 
to bring them down. Please also do not replace the method of deciding 
questions here by constitutional methods, namely with votes, by the method 
of deciding questions by duels and physical force. That is neither suitable 
nor befitting the dignity of this House and the honourable members who 
adorn the benches of this House. Without much comment, Sir, I shall, 
now, place facts for the consideration of the House. 

Sir, I must at the outset admit that the Hon’ble the Chief and Home 
Minister and his two Parliamentary Secretaries, namely, Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali and Mr. K. Nasarullak, took some interest, in dealing with 
the cases of the security prisoners in different jails brought to their notice 
by. me on several occasions. In many cases out , of those referred to them 
allowances already granted have been increased, fresh allowances granted 
and some released. They also acknowledged my letters though with great 
regret I must say that the Hon’ble Mr. B. P. Pain did not even reply to 
any of my letters. We, therefore, accord our thanks to the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister and his Parliamentary Secretaries for what they have done 
for the security prisoners, but I must also say that there are yet many 
more things left undone. 

During the regime of this Ministry there were three assaults on the 
security prisoners — one on the 25th April, 1943, in the Presidency Jail, 
one some time in May, 1943, in the Alipore Central Jail and the third on 
the 29th December, 1943, in the Kajshahi Central Jail. These incidents 
were promptly brought to the notice of the Ministers but they did not move. 
They did not think it proper to visit the jails and investigate into those 
matters nor did they bring the culprits to book. In Rajshabi the assault 
was on the sick prisoners in the hospital ward. After the assault the sick 
prisoners who required special treatment and care were forcibly put into 
condemned cells. Vindictiveness of the jail authorities could not go 
further. 

Sir, one ordinary Muhammadan prisoner was forced to drink a mixture 
of urine and night-soil in the Dinajpur Jail. Pointed attention was drawn 
to this by me in the last budget session and an investigation was promised 
but nothing has been done yet by the Government. 

Rijoy Adhikary, a boy of very tender age, arrested in August, 1942, 
has turned altogether insane. He has been in a cell with ordinary insane 
criminals in the Dum Dum Jail. No medical treatment worth the name 
has been given to him. If proper care had been taken in time, this poor 
boy would not have turned stark mad. 
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x Kumud Babu, another security prisoner, is in jail from 1932. His 
release was due in 1942 but he was arrested at the jail gate on release and 
is in the Dum Dum Jail in a deranged condition of brain. 

Sj. Sitala Bhattacharya, another convicted political prisoner with life 
sentence in the Bajshahi Jail, has also become insane. The usual term of 
life sentence has in this case as well as inf the cases of Sjs. Jogendra Hazra 
and Kanan Goswami expired; yet they are detained. The conditions of 
health of Sjs. Arun Banerji, Bimal Chatterji, Bisweswar Sinha, Saral Guha, 
Radhika Das, Rabindra Sikdar and Krishnagopal Lahiri — all in the 
Rajshahi Jail and of Sj. Pannalal Mitra in the Presidency Jail — are very 
precarious. The Civil Surgeon or the medical officer concerned and the 
Jail Superintendent, after examination, ' recommended their removal to the 
Medical College for proper treatment and examination by experts but the 
Government did not pay any heed to it. 

Mrs. Leela Roy, Mrs. Labanyaprova Das Gupta, Miss Shaila Sen — all 
in the Dinajpur Jail — are suffering from serious diseases for a long time. 
Mrs. Roy’s health condition is causing alarm, but nothing has been done 
to give them proper medical aid though these facts have been brought to 
the notice of the Government long ago. 

Sj. Soumyendra Nath Tagore is seriously ill in the Dum Dum Jail. 
X-ray examination disclosed colitis. The report of the Civil Surgeon from 
the United Provinces where Mr. Tagore was before his transfer to Dum 
Dum reveals complications of heart. He has bronchial lungs and lost 
^bout 40 lbs. in weight. 

Sj. Nagendra Chakravarty was surgically operated upon twice for 
appendicitis and requires to be operated upon for the third time. His 
condition is extremely precarious. 

Sj. Monoranjan Dutta in the Dum Dum Jail, Sjs. Nitai Jana and 
Brojendra Das in the Presidency Jail are either confirmed or suspected 
tubercular patients, but expert advice and proper treatment have not been 
arranged for them. 

Sj. Nripati Chatterji in the Midnapore Jail has almost completely lost 
his hearing power. He was recommended the use of an apparatus to help 
his audition, but though a very long time has passed, none cared to find 
an apparatus for him. 

Sj. Surendra Ghosh in the Midnapore Jail has been continuously 
suffering from low fever, Sj. Pratap Mazumdar in the Buxa Jail from 
blood pressure, Sj. Prafulla Tripathy from skin disease and Sj. Jyotish 
Guha in the Presidency Jail from obstinate lumbago. There is also the 
case of Sj, Sitesh Chandra Ear, who is developing insanity. Pandit 
Dharanath Bhattacharyya in the Presidency Jail is suffering from palpita- 
tion of heart and vertigo. He is aged 62 years. 

Sir, none cares to give them any attention. If the Government are 
unable to arrange for proper and timely medical aids to them, then they 
should release them and others who are suffering from various diseases. 
Do not please kill them inch by inch inside the jails separated from their 
mothers, wives and near and dear ones. 
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Delayed disposal of petitions for family allowance is causing immense 
hardship and difficulties to the dependant members. Cases are many where 
allowances have not been granted even after two or three years of their 
arrest and detention and even allowances, when granted, were not allowed 
from the dates of their arrest. 

Sir, I shall give a few instances where allowance has not been granted 
and even when granted, was not granted from the date of their arrest. 
Sjs. Pramatha Nath Banerji, Midnapore, ex-M.L.c., Makhan Lai Sen, 
Amar Gopal Nandi, m.a., Birendra Sinha, Kulada Chakravarty, Biswanath 
Mukherji, Arun Banerji, Sukumar Chakravarty, TTpendra Chowdhury, 
Eadhagobinda Sarkar, Manmatha Nath Chakravarty, Kshemesh Chatter jee, 
Satis Biswas, Hemanta Kumar Bose, Phanindrabhushan Dutt, Pandit 
Dhara Nath Bhattaeharya, Sohanlal Misra and Shyama Charau Biswas 
have not yet been granted any allowance though they applied for it times 
without number and I submitted lists of their names several times. Sj. 
Prafulla Tripathy and Sj. Nripati Chatterji, though arrested about four 
years back, Lave only very recently been granted very inadequate allow- 
ances but not from the dates of their arrest. Kumari Atasi Devi, niece 
of Nripati Babu, a student in the Government Weaving Institute, was a 
dependant of Nripati Babu and sbe has not been granted any allowance 
yet. I have given the names by way of illustration only, for it is not 
possible to give an exhaustive list of names who have not either been 
granted allowance or granted allowance but not from the dutes of their 
arrest. 

Sir, I shall now cite the names of prisoners who have been granted 
ridiculously inadequate family allowances. 

Sj. Kshitish Chandra Kundu, Dum Dum Jail, with 13 dependants — 
Es. 10. Sj. Bamachadan Chakravarty, Presidency Jail, with 0 dependants 
and with a rented house in Calcutta, — Es. 75. Sj. Pramatha Banerjee, 
Faridpur Jail, with 6 dependants — Es. 38. Sj. Pramatha Chakravarty, 
Advocate, with 7 dependants and a rented house in Calcutta — Es. 150. 
Sj. Swarna Mitra, with 4 dependants — father, mother, wife and a child — 
Es. 15. Sj. Bhupendra Bhattaeharya with his old father, mother, 6 minor 
brothers and sisters, wife and a daughter — Rs. 10 and then raised to Es. 20. 
Sj. Anil Roy, m.a., b.l., for his mother — Es. 10 or Rs. 15. Sj. Nirmal 
Roy, m.a., and Parimal Eoy, m.a., both brothers under detention, with 
70 years’ old-father and 3 minor brothers — Es. 20. Sj. Abinash Chandra 
Bose with 5 dependants — Rs. 40 and then raised to Rs. 60. They have 
sold ornaments and incurred debts. There are many such families of 
security prisoners in Bengal who have sold their ornaments and are now 
starving. Sj. Rabindra Sanyal, Pleader, with five dependants and a rented 
house in Calcutta — Ea. 60. Sj. Pratul Gobinda Deb with 4 or 5 dependants 
— Rs. 10 or Rs. 15. Sj. Gouranga Das with 4 or 5 dependants — Es. 15. 
Mr. Krishna Chatterji — Es. 10 to Rs. 15 for his mother and Sj. Sibapada 
Mukherji — Rs. 30 for a large family. 

This sort of ridiculously low allowance has been like adding insult to 
injury and actually the last named gentleman has asked the Government 
to cancel this allowance. Family allowance should also be continued to be 
paid for six months or so after release for the reason that employment 
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already lost cannot be obtained as soon as one is released. Sj. Mani Das 
and Sj. Nripendra Bay released with restriction orders on them have already 
applied for such allowance. Allowance is granted after long delay bnt 
payment again is deferred. Sj. Jamini K. Goswami though released has 
not yet been paid his arrear allowance, which accrued due to him during 
his detention. Hindi dailies in spite df repeated demands have not been 
supplied to only Hindi-knowing security prisoners. Though there is a 
provision for temporary leave in emergent circumstances, leave has not been 
granted to any except to one or two prisoners even when the leave was 
asked by the prisoner on sufficient grounds. Enquiries in this respect are 
invariably delayed, so much so, that reports reach the authorities after the 
deaths of the parents and relations of the security prisoners for which 
leave was asked. 

It has been announced by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that with 
the exception of furniture all articles given to the security prisoners are 
their personal properties. The Inspector-General of Prisons in disregard 
of this policy announced by the Chief Minister is inviting troubles by 
asking the jail authorities to take back old cloths, shirts, etc., before issuing 
new ones. This is certainly against the orders of the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. Trouble is brewing in the Dum Dum Jail over this question. 
Series of letter!* have been addressed to the Hon’ble Home Minister but 
no heed is being paid to it. From the 15th February last about a dozen 
security prisoners in the Presidency Jail are taking half meal by way of 
protest against the orders of the Government in refusing contribution by 
55 the security prisoners to the non-official relief committees from their dietary 
allowances. This fact was also brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Home 
Minister but to no effect. Things should not be allowed to continue like 
this especially when some of the Caste Hindu Ministers gave the public 
to understand that they were in the Ministry to set right all wrongs 
regarding political prisoners. 

Please release them all and bring an end to all troubles. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Btbu RADHANATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 1,10,05,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a dis- 
cussion about the general maladministration in the jails of Bengal. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the object of my cut motion is to bring to the notice 
of the Government that worst state of affairs with regard to the administra- 
tion of jails are existing in this province. There has not been any change 
in the matter. Notice of the Government has been drawn to this effect, 
times without number, but it was of no avail. The Government always 
have turned a deaf ear to the grievances of prisoners brought to the notice of 
the Government by the members of this House. 

The pitiable and painful conditions of the division III prisoners under 
whioh they are made to stay in jails call for a change. And this change is 
very earnestly required. „They are considered as not human beings and the 
treatment that is meted out to them does not comply with any sort of 
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treatment that can be found to exist between man and man. Improvement 
should be made as regards their food, their receiving more letters from their 
relatival and sending more to them, in the matter of their medioal treatment 
and various other matters with regard to them. It should be made clear 
that in jail hospitals the division III prisoners should be considered equally 
with other prisoners and there should be no differential treatment between 
different classes of prisoners in jails. This I say, Sir, only because I have 
seen with my own eyes that the lives of division III prisoners are not 
considered as lives of human beings at all, but that of some other beings. 
This is a very deplorable state of affair. 

Then, Sir, as regards accommodation I should like to say something. In 
the jails of Bengal there is overcrowding to a very large extent and conse- 
quent lack of accommodation and the Government know it quite well. 
The Government have been knowing it since four years ago, but in spite of 
that nothing has been done to remove this difficulty. Specially the cases 
of undertrial prisoners are very miserable so far as this overcrowding is 
concerned, and the Government are totally ignoring the rules of Jail Code 
so far as this matter is concerned. So also. Sir, in the matter of providing 
the prisoners with clothings, utensils and various other matters the Govern- 
ment are not complying with the Jail Code rules. The Government with 
regard to this matter replied last year that due to some untoward cir- 
cumstances they could not take proper measure to accommodate the 
prisoners, they could not give sufficient utensils, clothings, etc., to the 
prisoners. But may I now say, Sir, that those untoward circumstances have 
now changed to some extent but still the conditions of the prisoners with 
regard to the matters mentioned above are still remaining quite the same. 
This cannot be changed with the change of circumstances, because they 
were found to exist in jails when such unwanted and untoward circumstances 
with regard to food and various other matters that have been brought about 
by the war, were not in existence formerly. These malpractices and mal- 
administration in jails can only be changed with the change of heart. If 
(Government be pleased to take a sympathetic turn of mind in looking after 
the cases of prisoners, then and then only the conditions of prisoners will 
be changed, otherwise not. 

Then, Sir, as regards the jail hospitals I have many things to say but 
time will not permit me to do that. Last year the Home Minister said in 
reply, when demand for grant on this very subject was under consideration 
by this House, that everything against jail hospitals was untrue. I say, 
Sir, tiat that very statement of the Hon’ble Minister was totally without 
any foundation. We have got the first-hand knowledge of the treatment of 
medical officers towards the prisoner patients in jails. I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to go to jails sometimes and see these things with his own eyes. 
The medical officers are utterly callous and indifferent towards the patients 
and not only that they do not properly diagnose the cases and before doing 
any diagnosis they treat them and as a consequence many of the prisoners 
die before proper medical treatment is meted out to them. I again repeat, 
Sir, as I said last year that due to this callousness and indifferent treatment 
on the part of medical officers and other high officials of the Alipore Central 
Jail one of our friends My*. Madan Gopal Joshi died before any real and 
proper medioal treatment was arranged for him. 
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Then, Sir, there is stealing in jails on which I do not want to dilate* 
This is known to all the members as well as the Government. What I want 
to say is that the Government will not be able to bring about good manage- 
ment and better administration in jails unless and until they take a 
sympathetic turn of mind towards this matter. 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,10,05,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements’ ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about jail administration and 
treatment towards ordinary convicts. 

Sir, the point that I want to stress is this. The more we spread educa- 
tion, specially religious education, the less we would require jails and the 
less would be the huge expenditure required at present for the administration 
of jails. Generally, thieves, if they go to jails, become dacoits; and when 
they come back they generally get more adherents to their cult and take 
recourse to more violent methods. So, instead of spending money on 
construction and administration of jails, if we divert this amount towards 
spreading education specially religious education both in and outside the 
jails and if we subsidise the Ulemas and Pandits to spread religious education 
as is generally done even today without subsidj 7 in rural areas by Maul vis 
and Mollas, they will, us a matter of fact, render more service to the rural 
people than even the police. Because their work is preventive and the 
police function is generally post-mortem. When an occurrence has already 
taken place, then the police come there and they generally take bribes from 
both sides and a case is nominally started. From personal experience, I 
can tell the House that in the broad daylight a boat of molasses (gur) 
was looted in a certain place by a notorious gangster. The police came 
there, put their camp, and stayed there for several days, rather weeks, 
investigated the matter but in the long run everybody got scot-free and 
nothing was done except waste of public money. On the other hand, if 
Maulvis, Ulemas and Pandits, the real religious leaders of rural people, 
are engaged on this work both in and outside the jails and if they are given 
living subsistence allowance by Government, they will work wonders. After 
bearing religious discourses, all these people would shed tears. The fear 
of God Almighty is there and they would become immune to this sort of evil 
propensity. By taking them to jail and feeding them at a great cost, the 
Government will be simply wasting money which the law-abiding citizens 
are called upon to pay, specially this year, to the extent of Rs. 1$ crores. 
This is a wrong approach to the problem. In another way if we really try 
to imitate the divine rule by making more deterrent the punishment for this 
sort of crimes, there would be less criminals and it is certainly not to the 
credit of the Legislature that common people should break the law and 
undergo the punishment. It is not to the credit of a medical practitioner 
that he should allow his patients to die. It is certainly a discredit to a 
doctor that a patient should die while under his treatment. In the same 
way, it is a discredit to the Legislature — not to the law courts but to the 
makers of laws— that they could not make the punishment so deterrent that 
the ordinary people do not commit the offence at all. So, from that point 
of view there should be alteration in the field of legislation. The best ideal 
for us is what is set by Islam as embodiea in the holy Quoran, We are 
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only human beings and to err is human. We are always subjeot to erring. 
If we simply keep to the divine law as it is done in Arabia, it would be 
better for the world. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I do hope that the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister does not follow the direction given by the speaker who has 
preceded me. He has talked of the Quoran and he has talked of many things. 
I feel that even in the day of Rasoolullah there were people whose hands 
were cut off for theft and there were people who were stoned to death and 
there were people who were punished for other crimes. The moral influence 
to which the honourable member who spoke before me referred has been tried 
the world over without effect. But, Sir, I would again appeal to the 
Hon'ble the Home Minister through you not to put any Ulama on that task. 
The Persian saying is : 

P ^ ^ 

When they go into privacy they do other things. 

We have lost complete and entire faith in that type of humanity whom 
we have begun to call Ulama. The Ulama of that type, Sir, stand completely 
disgraced and condemned in the eyes of all Mussulmans not only in India 
but all over the Muslim world. Any possible chances of an improvement of 
the psychology of the poor criminal are bound to fail. I have nothing to 
say as to what the Pandits will do because my experience of Pandits is 
limited. But what is known as the Ulama tribe among us, I have seen in 
Turkey, in Syria, in Palestine, in Egypt and in this unfortunate country. 
There is no priesthood in Islam. We do not want Muslim Padris and 
Pandits among us and I hope the Hon’ble the Home Minister will have 
nothing to do with that type in our society. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : TOOT, TO TO 

8 I 4 $ TO W TOT CTO 3 Tflm CTO TO ?PT ft TO 

; om fafWJi Wtm i f=rat*rsi ctot 

'srrsf 3 rw ■ww ^ i ’ftj 'sc't 'QE't >n 

jptfe <5fa 4rretr ? to i cwf? ’Rfcyi ^ 

’rffTs 'dws CTfira? fV Wte ct-HI'T) 

CT j rt?5rtl 5T5 ?r%5 5W WfSCt 'SHOTS' 

I TOJ 'sp'M 4^rt3 'TOtFT TO! 033 I fon- 

wnH 53 W3 C3? i -flTOT? 

w '’tfarro csftitw *^3 cwspim ’ftfk^TOi Bt*3 

iqprt? c*f3 3t$ — y$3 3i 31 #f *reiE*r 

^ nfr* i 3H3t? «rc3< c*rc=rs ^ <333 fromi 

tow $*trt ’’Its 3i 'S’R 3t3* '*mi frort rs, fV itfw 

jjpjj C3 'S' 1 53^31 T7t3 '5t31 3t3t3 Ofe I oS't.oM't ^I<?| 47*fl (&$ ! J3lE3 

m i forfsi Wftn ct *tw«T 53 si ntt ^ 53 3i ; m, «33 i 

Jfiffatfnw C33, 3l£t, C«m « ?ft3 '•HC3WT31, 5&1Jt3 C*31 I 5&5ft3 

3rtCf* ’otrwn i i«c\ ; •avn 
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i err ft to^ ^5i TO f%Pr<3 wtcr^ ti, TOrte «rfPr ti i TO *tft- 
*ft** 4TTO TO %*R fTOl tO TOOT 5*1 TOl,PfOT ft, bbTOOT 

‘ > 

eqsp® TTJl , \f WTOT 4T® TTTI, 8 TOOT 4T® PftS *£3 M3 TH ^T® b- TVTOT 

TOf 5&gTO I TO tftCT TO <TO TfPrp Central Jail<4 PraTTO 
*t*ti ^i i te totr-Ptcto tct's ^spnrf^r *tfiTtTTOt ? '"iNrf ‘ 5 t^T5 
*$T -*t?PTl $tTO TTTT1 TOT! Tl I birc.*ftC*H TttTfPSTStCT 'WSTR TO I 

^$ttW tTO top c*N tto nm otto* far® tot TtOTT TOoti 
oftr^ ^®*l ^ijftspT *tw m «rt to <?r tiotit t<§to T*fTO ttor ti i 
^pnrUn ot ’rf^n <o?r top ot Pr:*jtT tsc*m i ^*nr bfrgtOT tfftr 
*£?PH T%5tTT?fa TTTtV Vb TOOT ^TlT <3«ft TOT® PteCT TTO CTPTTm 
V5\ T^OT I 4?Rt2f CTOC^C* TO CTO T*ft, *ltpTffw ^K5fM3 TO3TI C^t^T ^1 
^ysl* TOSTO YJJ ^1 TO CTOTQ *W CT$ I fajpT <TO TO 4 T J 3 itM 3 T^Sl I 
TtPl Tl C*N TOs TO$ T1 fT TOTl I TO TRfRS CTO TaTOTt^ TO T*J T1 

mr 3tcr c*tN ofw *n i #r TOfw Tm 4TOr toi t^h i 

fartOT to totP^ *p{ ^fTOtettfrn sa cym sr i RPr too tt 
fk*ttro 60\ stfftro strfr tPtust i f%Pr c^^^jot TOrrt to ^rcr 
THl TOTS' FtTfa I Tp5 ^tbl '^IC^ I $“Pf CtpTO TOT3R 

TO T 5 TO'R-fTO'TC TOf ’3 ^ot^t? CTO TRT 1 TOfl ^1 I 
- bTJR^t, I Tf^3 ^5 *%) ^5^tTT TO, ^ 

M3 TOTT ^pr ^1 ^ W ^ I TO^ f^RP 6 ! ^TOt? SRJ 4 0 ? ^ parole^ 
OT3 C*f^l TOC^ I fTfP^ *g3f ^ <l^lc’v3 \5tTtf% TOC^ ^JpR ^<T 
CTO *tfT 3 TO ^1 I 

!^tt3Ii?fTT *fr, OfifhjT I TO^nQTOTO^Pt^%5RI 
\*) ft«RH TO M3 TOT® TOfT ^^TOCTfe^l T? TC& Tp 
bC\6tn ^51 TOP CTO ^1 ^8-^^ CHM3?n TO f T C?PfhJCiI 

to ^ Pr?c^T ^<t ^ TO ^fro ^ 5 i ttoft c<'y^\ ti i to 
otros ^trcs bfsm ^ irm cTOc^rr^ i f%ft 3m ^rtfir ^n 

TO fr TO 6 ? Tt^fft ^tOTl 

TOt^ir, TtTO TO TO C 5 ^, T< 5 T 1 Ttf? ^StT^T *fa f?frt 5 
TOSt^CTfr Trtl M3 CTO1 CTORf ^C<TT TOfe CTC<f I TOl TOW%T 

T’ClrpT Tim ttot srt^ ct^rt ^fsrc^T ?fCT*i Tcrf^c^R ^tn tIt fr ^rfr- 
W fTOR P W5 Pro ^ITOR f^rft flT ^CWTORl 6 ! b ' JK^ l T$TO TOl TO 

^nPnjPro ^ ^ i sfpj^ T^iftp TOmfhr t®t to to c^ 
cnM 3 m toc^ to faft cTO^ grtr t*%*r i frr TO to wPjt Tt^ 

Tots ctt PtTOn T’ft ? f%fr ^ftrogTOftK cTctt^ frylt ?r ( tost 

1*1 ^ Assembly TCT T$TO TOC^^®-f Tt^tT7 ^ ^ TT TO TO 

TO Tf iftmftpa TOtTO cttoi^ ti ^ ^ cr^ ? 

Mrs. HEMOPItOVA MAJUMDAR : TtftPl^tTO TTOfT TOE PpJ ?sf^5 | 

CTOTOIC^i TtT TO C^TOCTO ti c ^5 (TO TO^ 
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<5*R crcR crstm to hthth fr c^s r ctr *m 

ufo to thus TO hi i trt^ b o hto T<fa TRf^fifi 
*T*fc TOfo v sr srHHfHTcr hhh fnni fnro to* tor ?|TO Mil 
OTf^T ?HH <?Ht^SH Secretary of State Lord Morley H CcTf^C«M “^tfltH CTR 
i&J TO^^H C1TOT Hi" I 

TO t^Th^h tos tr <?& tci HtHfaTTO enters Hife^R TO 

thR ftf% TO i a T^fH^pr to tot hr TO fartfittw Tt for H*ft 

tot hri chus TO hi i TO 'sh 4ii tHi hhh ci TO hrhi cTO ctR Htwtnfer 
rtTOi ch£, cros (TO hi cHch hch TCn^, to c»c*ts chTOs to hi cHHt* 

fr TOT <TO 4Tvfl far^Rl THtS TOTtH TOm TtC^ I Tift $S THl TO Cl 
ch to qutri to'chh *fRH ito ch urc-ts ts fasm tTO ch'shi hto 
TO tWH tfTHCH $v5T?l $H Hit I H^Ptl% ¥5l?if — 4 TC* Tt*RtS HtHTUS Ttfa 
TCHtIS T«f 1 fwTOl THUS Stt I 4 TCf HTtH HtfTOR HI yrf%H «?HCT HHHtH 

fag cnti RRtutH ch *r*n cjwtft ch* thts thc^h ^ten* faroi 

THUS 5ft <5t11 CH HCH%HH “TOH1 TO fHHt*Rn H'ffUtH ^ TO CHH”, SfafT 
THCHH? StUfH *tCHH ^ H5WHT HTfo HC«f%«R "THS HtHCT ^ TH1 TOtH 
#tHCHH 4THf3I TO | TtH 4TOH HtH *ft8H StHtH Tf%TOl H'HftS *|rf$fi[ ytfiTS 

tot $dfipr, coth fHnmi hTOh gfon stht hth cuTO th tos TOh htBh 

fe5H CHCT *ffQHl HtH — CHt CH ^TOrTtHH Ht^rfS, Wh RtW HHTtft HH THT^S 
THC^H, f%fH 4 , TC^i ^CTHtCHt ^tHH I ^StHl CH THl HUH f>rCH%HH, Tt*5fU0rH Htf- 
TU5 CHtnHl TCHf^CHH SI Hf? TCH HI HtCTH StUfH Sffes f^=T CHHR CHCT CHfHUH 
RtHl I HTtH HtfWHfTCT HHHfH faj CHt, fsfH gt«t?R I CPUfH CHtCTH THl WtUHH 
HI I *RtH f^TR CHn^R HI Ht'eTtH C^CH-TCTOH TSHtfH H:H I fTl 4tHl H^ ^RtH 
H Wfe gR RtHHI C1TO fHHf^ T^TO ^ StUfHt TtfH fwvfa) THf^ ^tll 
4 HlC^i fT HTUS UR ? 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN. Sir, I desire to say a few words in reply to 
what has just fallen from the lips of Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. I hope 
he did not speak on behalf of our party when he spoke about the Ulemas. 
What he said in that connection, I think, is his individual opinion. There 
are Ulemas and Ulemas, Sir. There are Ulemas for whom we have the 
highest respect. Some of them adorn our societies and will continue to 
do so. We always require their guidance and hold them in highest esteem. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I will just take one minute, Sir, to 
put to Sir Nazimuddin a question regarding the method of censoring letters 
for security prisoners. For want of time 1 am making a present of these 
three letters. One is addressed to my leader, Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy by 
Mr. Rajkumar Chakravarty, the whole bottom of which was taken off with 
\ pair of scissow. The second letter is addressed to me where you will 
find windows made and the third is what a good artist will find some kind 
of inspiration from the kind of censor that is going on. 

Milllvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Are these letters being exhibited, Sir? 
Mr. SPEAKERS He is not making an exhibit of these letters and they 
will not form pert of the proceedings. 
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Df« NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I will make a present of these 
censored and passed letters with marks of censorship and would request the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimtiddin to see if there is any rule for censoring in this 
hearties^ fashion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, at the very outset I should 
like to dissociate myself from what has been expressed by Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi. I do not think there is any Mussalman who can blame 
the Ulemas in general (loud noise from the Coalition Benches) here, Sir, 

I am speaking as a Mussalman and I say again that no Mussalman can 
condemn the Ulemas as a class. This is definitely against Islam (loud 
noise again from a section of the Coalition Benches). 

Now, Sir, I shall refer to the debate proper and leave the matter intro- 
duced by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi (Loud noise again from a section of 
the Coalition Party) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble the Leader of the House is speaking and 
you are members belonging to his party. 1 hope you will not disturb him 
in this way. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I was just saying that 
I shall leave the matter introduced by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 

Mr. ABUL HA8HIM : Don’t enter into controversial matters. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Abul Hashim, the Hon’ble the Home Minister is 
speaking and the time at our disposal is shcrt. Is it not desirable that you 
should not speak while he is on his legs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do plead guilty to the 
charge that has been levelled by Mr. Radha Nath Das about overcrowding 
in jails. There is no doubt that at present our jails are frightfully over- 
crowded and it is most unfortunate that this state of affairs exists. We 
have tried our level best to reduce the congestion and although we have 
tried our best owing to the various causes which are absolutely beyond our 
control it is not possible to do anything in the matter because you cannot 
construct jails udw at the present time owing to lack of building materials. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Why should there be any necessity for that?) 

We have tried releases also to a large extent. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
To make room for politicals.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, there ought not to be any running 
comment. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : But still we have not succeeded, 
and this is a serious problem. I also admit that at one time, specially in 
the beginning when a large number of these security prisoners w T ere to be 
provided with equipment, there was some delay, but I am now in a position^ 
as far as equipment is concerned to say that the grievances have been 
reduced to a minimum, and as far as political security prisoners are con- 
cerned we are trying to redress their legitimate grievances as far as possible. 

In this oonneotion I would just like to say something in reply to the 
speech that was made'by Mrs. Hemaprova Maiumdar. She has made bitter 
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attack* on my colleagues but I would like to remind her that she was 
supporting the Ministry that was responsible for putting these people in 
jail and she was supporting those persons who were not in a position to 
remove any of their grievances which we have by the grace of God been 
able to do to a very large extent. Either you support or withdraw your 
support. You cannot take up two attitudes. You cannot keep on support- 
ing those persons who were responsible for putting them in jail and keeping 
on supporting those persons who were not in a position to remove the 
legitimate grievances of their people and at the same time come and 
condemn those who have been able, if not completely, at least to release 
some of them and improve their lot while they have been in jail. 
(Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : It is not true.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Those people did not get office under 
false pretence. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not like to enter into a 
controversy at this time as the time at my disposal is very short, but the 
honourable members on the other side kuow very well that what has been 
achieved by us iu the time that we have been there was not possible when 
they were in office. (Rai Hauendka N nil Ciiaudhuri : Simply because of 
the Government of India.) I may tell here, Sir, that in a very large number 
of cases allowances for security prisoners that were rejected by the previous 
Minister were allowed on the recommendations of my colleagues who were 
allowed to review these cases and 80 per cent, of their recommendations were 
accepted. 

Sir, you will find that we have so improved the conditions that in today’s 
Jail debate — without meaning any offence — no leader has taken part in the 
discussion today. (Mr. Syntosii Kumar Basv : They have confidence in 
their followers.) Therefore, J will not take much time of the House. I 
realise that there is room for improvement in the jail administration and 
the case of division III prisoners which was also ventilated here in the 
House certainly requires looking into. Rut at the present time we are so 
overworked — there are so many other problems — thut these necessary jail 
reforms cannot be undertaken until, 1 believe, after the war. (Mr. Atul 
Chandra Sen: After the war— good. Cold storage.) 

As far as treatment by doctors in hospitals is concerned, if any specific 
case is brought to my notice I can only have an enquiry into it, but I cannot 
imagine doctors who are supposed to be engaged on humanitarian work to 
be going out of their way to ill-treat prisoners. It is, I think, something 
psychologically contradictory. If there are any persons who are moved by 
humanitarian conditions it is the medical practitioners, and to accuse them 
of inhuman treatment seems to me something radically wrong. 

I will again take this opportunity to place our difficulties. We are asked 
to make relaxations. We are asked to give concessions but when those 
concessions are abused it becomes very difficult. I admit that one person 
abuses but the result is that the others cannot get those concessions. As I 
said the other day here, very recently we sent a security prisoner for treat- 
ment to the Presidency Jail and he has absconded from the hospital. 
Dr. Saayal is very surprised but he can take it from me that it is a fact 
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(Dr. Nalinaksha Sa^yax: I would not question your fact as we do not 
know the name.) I do not remember the name just now, but it is not 
advisable to tell the name. The conduct of this one prisoner means that 
there will be on security grounds objections in legitimate cases also where 
they will want to go to the hospital. (Dm Nalinaksha Sanyal: Is that 
the reason why Soumendra Tagore is not being sent to hospital although 
he has been ailing P) So, this is the position with which we are faced. 

Sir, I have nothing very much to add to what I have already stated and 
I can assure the members that I am always prepared to look into any 
legitimate grievances of any class of prisoners whatever they may be. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed that the demand of Rs. 1*10,05,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements'’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that the demand of 
Rs. 1,10,05,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Radhanath.Das that the demand of Rs. 1,10,05,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sanaullah that the demand of Rs. 1,10,05,000 for 
expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Naximuddin that a sum of 
R«. 1,10,05,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-55 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, the 
23rd March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding. of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
23rd March, J.944, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon*ble Mr. Syed Nausher Au) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 202 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Status of Legislative, Bengal Council and Assembly Departments. 

•IBS. Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Legisla- 
tive Department is a department of the Bengal Secretariat and the Assembly 
and the Council Departments are attached to the Home Department? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): The Legislative Department is a department of the 
Secretariat. The Bengal legislative Assembly and the Bengal Legislative 
Council Departments are not attached to the Home Department but are 
independent departments outside the Secretariat. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given will 
the Hon’ble Minister please tell us why the assistants of the Legislative 
and Assembly Departments are getting differential treatment in regard to the 
same line of service with those of the Bengal Secretariat? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Differential treatment might have 
existed earlier, Ibufc there is no differential treatment now. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether they are getting the benefit of promotion and pay equally 
with those in the Secretariat? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They should be treated in the same 
way, and they should get the same pay and privilege on promotion as if in 
the same line of service. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the matter of status and in the matter of emolu- 
ments these assistants in the Assembly and Council Departments are treated 
on the same footing as corresponding clerks of the Secretariat? 

, f m wacfly m. whether 

they are treated on the same footing or not. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU i In view of the answer just now 
given will the Hon’ble Minister kindly tell us if there is any justification 
for the continuance of the differential treatment to the assistants of these 
departments with regard to the different line of service? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : There cannot be any justification if 
they are differentially treated as they should belong to the same line of 
service with the Secretariat. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state clearly whether these "assistants of the Council and Assembly 
Departments are governed by a separate autonomy? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That has already been stated in 
the reply. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer that there 
is no justification now does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to issue 
directions or instructions to that effect? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to make it clear that so far 
as assistants of these departments are concerned it there is a differential treats 
ment, certainly there is no justification. That Is what I said. 

Grant of family allowance to Babu Bhupal Chandra Panda. 

•184. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

(i) Babu Bhupal Chandra Panda, Secretary, Midnapore District Com- 
munist Party, was arrested at Kharagpur station in 1942, made 
a security prisoner under section 26 of the Defence of India Rules 
and has been kept in detention in the Midnapore Central Jail 
since his arrest; 

(it) he was the only earning member of his family before his arrest; 

(tit) he sent several petitions to the Government praying for the grant 
of suitable monthly allowance for the maintenance of his family; 
and 

(it;) up to September, 1943, no family allowance was granted to him? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why no action was taken in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(in), ( iv ) and (b) Yes. An allowance of Rs.20 per mensem has been 
granted to the prisoner with effect from 28th October, 1942, to 29th Febru- 
ary, 1944. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us the date of arrest of this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was arrested on 28th October, 
1942. 

Bombing in Feni. 

•185. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Civil Defence) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that — 

(t) a number of air bases are under Construction within the Feni sub- 
division? 
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(it) three of these air bases have been bombed by the enemy more than 
once ; 

(Hi) two of the bases are situated in villages & or 6 miles away from the 
Feni town; 

(iv) aa a result of air raids in December last 45 deaths occurred at 

Lemna and in one private house alone 17 deaths occurred, three 
only surviving. Several persons were wounded besides destruc- 
tion of other properties; 

(v) more than two months have elapsed but no A.R.I£, arrangements 

for sounding siren even have been made as yet; 

( vi ) the .lives and properties of the civil population living close to the 

bases, within a radius of half a mile from the extremities of 
the bases, have been rendered most unsafe; and 

(vii) the civil population have to spend sleepless nights, particularly 

moonlit nights, and have become much panic-stricken P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) taking immediate steps for the safety of the lives and properties of 
the civil population living within a distance from the bases 
exposed to dangers of bombing by enemy planes; 

(it) giving relief to those whose properties have been destroyed or 
damaged and who have been rendered homeless; and 

(Hi) paying compensation to the dependants of those who were killed and 
to the wounded on account of air raids by the enemy P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) On grounds of security I am not in a position to 
furnish any. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to show how security will be affected if the information wanted is 
supplied? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question deals with location of 
aerodromes and certainly the honourable member will realise that it is not 
in the interest of public safety and security to disclose that information. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the lives and properties of people living near about air bases 
are exposed # to danger from bombing (by enemy planes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Naturally there is some amount of 
danger. The Chief Minister specially visited these places to see what 
special arrangements have been or can be made to protect the civilian lives 
in case of aerial attacks. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister U 
pleased to state what is the remedy open to these people for these grievances? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. M1RZA ABDUL HAFIZ: In view of the fact that the question 
itself contains some information, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
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«t*te whether the publication of the question itself gives out some points 
against security P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he is in a position to inform the House whether any air raids 
have occurred since the beginning of the war in Feni? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member 
to communiques that have been issued by Government from time to time. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether any relief has been given to the persons whose properties 
have been destroyed or damaged by air raids? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what A.K.P. arrangements have been made in those areas 
to meet the coming peril? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of any coming 
peril. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether any arrangement for sounding sirens in those 
localities has been made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any compensation has been paid to dependants of those 
who were wounded or killed as a result of air raids? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already replied to that. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the maximum assessment of the value of eacb life in this 
connection ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken by the Government for assuring 
the people of the locality that precautionary and salvage operations have 
been taken? 

✓ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No steps are necessary because the 
public are already aware that Government have taken sufficient steps to give 
relief and also to undertake A.R.P. measures. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What are the steps taken in 
regard to which the public are already aware? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There are a lot of things; there 
have been slit trenches, first aid posts, ambulances, rescue parties and fire- 
fighting services and demolition squads and many other things. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
atate what is the total amount paid to the dependants of the deceased? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 
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Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: If I say that no arrangement is 
made — — 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot put a question like that. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when they have made arrangements for siren and A.R.P. 
in that area? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Arrangement is made to give the 
alarm either by siren or whistle or in some other way to convey information 
to the public. 

Number of persons tried and convicted under 8pecial Courts Ordinance 
(No. II of 1842). 

*188. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons in Bengal have been tried and convicted under 

the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance, 1942 (Ordinance II of 
1942) ; 

(b) how many of them have served out their sentences ; 

(c) how many convicted by the Special Courts have been undergoing 

their sentences as yet; 

(d) whether the Government propose to release them; 

(e) the cases of how many have been transferred to ordinary Courts for 

trial in accordance with the new Ordinance passed after the deci- 
sion of the Federal Court ; and 

(/) what steps, if any, have been taken by Government to compensate 
those who have served either in full or in part the illegal sentences 
passed under the aforesaid Ordinance No. II. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) Tried — 3,775 and Convicted — 3,251. 

(b) 2,248. 

(c) 265. 

(d) In view of the Hon’ble High Court’s Order, dated the 3rd August, 
1943, regarding cases arising out of the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance, 
1942 (Ordinance No. II of 1942), directing that persons aggrieved may move 
the lower appellate Courts and the lower appellate Courts may deal with them 
in the light of the High Court’s judgment in the case of Sushil Kumar Bo«e 
vs. the Emperor (Misc. Case No. 65 of 1943), it was not considered neces- 
sary for the Government to take up the question of release. 

(e) and (/) In view of the answer to clause (d) this question does not 
arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether in view of the opinion of the High Court that 
these trials were illegal, Government have considered it desirable or not to 
bring up those cases before the regular courts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoners have been informed 
that they can appeal against the conviction to the District Judge for retrial. 
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Raf HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS Will the Hobble Minister 

be pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that the High Court expressed 
the opinion that it would be the duty of the regular courts in their respective 
jurisdictions to bring up these files and quash the judgment at eight P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AU: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the High Court definitely enjoined the local 
courts to suo motu take up those cases irrespective of any appeal from the 
parties convicted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has read or seen the judgment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: A copy of the judgment was some- 
time ago placed on the Library Table. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he went through the judgment or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Relevant portions of the judgment 
are already in the file. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state on what basis he asserts that the direction of the High Court was 
not to the lower courts to take up these matters suo motu and quash the 
proceedings? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is from the judgment of the 
Chief Justice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Which portion of it? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMAMED ALI: I cannot quote the portion off-hand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that nowhere in the judgment is there any sug- 
gestion that the prisoners will have to appeal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not correct. 

Government grant for construction of Maternity Home at 8enhati, Khulna. 

•187. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that, Rs.4,000 was granted by the Government for 
constructing a Maternity Home at Senhati in the district of Khulna? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(t) when the money was paid; 

(a) to whom it was paid ; 

(ni) under what condition it was paid ; 

(tv) whether the Fund of the Maternity Home was deposited in any 

Bank; 

(v) who is the drawee of the Fund from the Bank ; 

(vt) whether the construction of the building is completed ; 
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(t»i) whether any Lady Health Visitor was appointed by the Gowcnjaent 
lor the Home; and 

(viu) whether the management is under a Committee? 

(c) If the answer to (b)(vin) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when it was formed ; 

(it) by whom; and 

(iii) who are the members of the Committee? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the accounts of the 
Senhati Maternity Home were ever audited by any Government official? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of having the 
accounts of the Fund audited and the records examined by Government 
official? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvf Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) In 1941. 

{ii) To the Organising Secretary of the Maternity and Child Welfare 
Oeutre r.t Senhati. 

(Hi) A copy of the Government order is laid on the Library Table. 

(iv) , (vii) and (r Hi) Yes. 

(r) The Organising Secretary of the Centre. 

(vi) No. 

(c) (i) In 1940. 

(ii) By the Organising Secretary of the Centre. 

(Hi) A list of members is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) No. x 

(e) As the Committee is responsible for the maintenance of the centre, its 
accounts are not ordinarily audited by Government officers. The suggestion 
of the honourable member is, however, being considered. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the name of the Organising Secretary? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is already there. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the conditions have been observed ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. It has been proposed to 
send the Circle Assistant Director of Public Health there to inspect the 
institution. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why tha accounts* of the Senhati Maternity Home have not been 
audited by any Government official ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The Circle Assistant Director 
of Public Health has been asked to proceed there and to look into the 
accounts. 
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Optnfng of controlled shop and supply of paddy **• Jaasora efiftriot 

*110. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to state — 

(i) what is the amount of rice that the Government have distributed 
up to date in the district of Jessore to sell at control price; 

(it) whether any controlled shop has been opened to sell rice in the 
district ; 

(Hi) if so, — 

(1) the number, and 

(2) locations, 
of such shops; 

(iv) what measures have been adopted up to date to relieve the people 

of Jessore to get rice at a moderate price; and 

(v) the number of people in the said district that are passing their 

days in starvation? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate to sell some quantity of rice at 
controlled rate to certain rich men of the district for free distribution 
amongst the poorer classes of people? 

(c) If the reply to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the matter? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy). On the 5th July, 1943, the answer was as follows; — 

(a) (i) Nil. 

(ii) Yes. 

(in) One at Bongaon. 

(iv) Action is now being taken to supply paddy at the rate of Rs. 9 
per maund in Narail and ^lagura subdivisions. 

(v) No information is available. 

(b) and (c) I shall consider the matter if any such proposal is received. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; On a point of order, Sir. I put it to 
you this. The question was asked and the answer is there. The Minister 
in charge or his deputy is giving a reply as on 5th July, 1943. It is cer- 
tainly ridiculous that anybody should read out a reply of that character. 
I hope, Sir, you will a « custodian of the House not permit this kind of answer 
being given. If there is no answer we can understand the position. If 
an answer is given it must be up to date. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The position is this. I think this question came up 
before the House once and it was held over only for that. At that time tbe 
Deputy Speaker was in the chair. I consulted the Deputy Speaker also and 
I think that neither the Deputy Speaker nor the Speaker can come to your 
rescue. (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal : Technically that is true.) It is for 
you to find out your remedy. The question was received in office on the 
22nd June, 1943. It was sent to Government on the 26th June, 1943. The 
answer was due on the 5th July, 1943. The answer was received In tit* 
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Legislative Assembly Department on the 16th February, 1944. It may be 
that it was the convenient date for Government to get the statistics up to. 
It is not for me to explain. I can only say that it is not for me to say that 
the Minister must answer the question in a particular way. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Recruitment of Sub-Inspectors, Calcutta Police. 

8/. Kazi EMDADUL NAQUE: Will the Hon’ hie Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there 
has been direct recruitment of Sub-Inspectors of Police in Calcutta Police in 
the year 1943-44 P 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): Yes, in June and August, 1943. No recruit- 
ment has yet been made in the current year. 


Contribution by security prisoners of the Presidency Jail for the destitute. 

88. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of tho Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

(a) that the security and state prisoners of Presidency Jail applied to 

Government in August, 1943, for permission to feed at least 200 
famine-stricken destitute people in Calcutta every day from their 
ration when the reported death rate in Calcutta was well over 
100 per day; 

(b) that the requisite permission was not given; 

(c) that after the lapse of about three months, permission was given in 

November, 1943, to contribute from their allowance of rations 
only to Bengal Central Relief Fund ; • 

(d) that the security and state prisoners have registered their strong 

objection to being denied the right of contributing to non-official 
Relief Committees of their choice, e.g., Bengal Relief Committee, 
Mayors’ Relief Committee, All-India Women’s Relief Committee, 
Hindu Mahasabha Relief Committee, Moslem League Relief 
Committee, Marwari Relief Committee; 

(e) that the security prisoners of the Dum Dum Central Jail have been 

allowed to feed the famine-stricken people from their own ration 
and they feed over 1,000 people twice daily during the acute 
crisis and are still feeding about 200 people daily even now; 

(/) that the security and state prisoners of Presidency Jail collected from 
amongst themselves more than 600 pieces of clothes for distribu- 
tion to the destitute people and asked for requisite permission to 
do so hut have not been granted the permission ; 

(g) if so, the reason they were not permitted to do so ; and 
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( h ) that some security and state prisoners in Presidency Jail have sent 
a representation to the Hon’ble Minister, stating that if the 
requisite permission to contribute from their ration and clothing 
to non-official Relief Committees be not given they would be 
compelled to take upon themselves voluntary sufferings? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to ( d ) and ( h ) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes; but the prisoners have since been permitted to give their old 
clothings to charity. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8H1THA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Govern- 
ment were always asking for co-operation of non-official relief committees, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, with reference to answer (d)< 
why permission was refused to security prisoners to contribute to non- 
official relief committees P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government considered this ques- 
tion very carefully and came to the decision that it would be permissible for 
the security prisoner to send his own contribution in kind, but Government 
realised that if they gave permission to security prisoners to donate in cash 
to non-official relief organisations the money might be used for party pur- 
poses or for other purposes. Therefore Government decided not to give that 
permission. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (//) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what reply, if anj , lias been given 
to the representation that w f as made by some security and Stale prisoners 
in the Presidency Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what materials Government had in their possession to enable them to 
conclude, as the Hon’ble Minister lias just now suggested, that, contribu- 
tions to non-official relief organisations might go tor party purposes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. I have nothing fuithcr to add. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
13 prisoners in the Presidency Jail are taking half meals by way of protest 
against this refusal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to 
assure the House that none of the contributions received by the Bengal 
Central Relief Committee was utilised for party propaganda? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider 
it desirable to enquire as to whether the security prisoners are going on with 
half meals from the 16th February last as a protest against this refusal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 
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Dr> NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
certain security prisoners have been saving their rations by underfeeding 
themselves with a view to share their rations with the destitute starving 
people outside, and if so, what is happening to the ration that is saved 
thereby ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have no objection to 
donations, as I have already stated, in kind. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state if donation in t lie shape of rice or alt a is permissible to be given 
over?* 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. Even (‘ash can 'be given 
to Government Relief Funds. 

Combating malaria by anti-pistia operation. 

88. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: (<,) Will the Rouble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health ami laical Self-Government Department lie 
pleased to state — 

(/) whether he is aware of the method of combating malaria by the 
anti-pistia operations ; 

(ft) how the said method has worked in the (list nets of Bengal, parti- 
cularly the district of Murslnduhad ; 

(in) the theory involved in the method; 

(tr) the experiments made and the results obtained in the Khosbaspur 
and Gokarna villages of the district ol Murshidalmd, and the 
period during which such experiments have lieen made; 

(c) the contents of the letter, dated the 1‘Jth March, HM2, addressed to 
the District, Magistrate of Murshidabad \*y the Professor of 
Medical Entomology, Faleutta School of Tropical Medicine, and 
the contents of the letter of Sir Malcolm Watson referred to in 
the said letter, copy of which was forwarded to tin* said District 
Magistrate ; and 

(r/) whether Government have m»\ objection to making large-scale 
application of pistia-removal method as a measure of anti-malarial 
activity ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) { n ) is in the negative, will the Jlon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what i« the Government's attitude to the above method? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Jalaluddin Ahmed): (n)(i) Yes. 

(ii) No information is available regarding the application of this method 
except in a few localities in Birbhum, Bankura and Murshidabad districts 
where the results are conflicting. 

(iii) The theory is that mosquito larvae feed on pistia plants and damage 
their intestine and that such damage makes the adult mosquito liable to 
malarial infec tion. This theory has not been proved. 

(iv) Pistia was cleared in Gokarna village and left uncleared in Khosbas- 
pur.' The Public Health Department made periodic observations on the 

28 a 
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incidence of malaria in these villages from July, 1903, to December, 1938. 
There were several fallacies in the experiments conducted by the District 
Health Officer, Murshidabad, the pro pounder of this theory. The data 
obtained failed to show that pistia removal controlled the causation of 
malaria in the adult population, among the children or the new bom. 

(v) A copy of each of the letters is laid on the Library Table. 

( vi ) Yes. No useful purpose will be served by carrying out large-scale 
removal of pistia, as removal of pistia only, to the exclusion of other aquatic 
vegetation, will have no effect on the incidence of malaria. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that since the head of the Public 
Health Department was not favourably disposed towards this method, 
therefore Government did not give a fair trial? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware 
that in some of the Police barracks this method has been applied with very 
welcome results P 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There have been some results 
but not complete results. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in Military barracks also this method has been tried with good results? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated that there 
has been some result but not complete result. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon bh Minister be 
pleased to state whether ^Government is prepared to undertake this experi- 
ment on a larger scale so that if it is helpful it will get a chance of being 
accepted by Government? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* The honourable member is 
referred to answer (n). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer ( vi ) , where 
it is stated that no useful purpose will be served by carrying out large-scale 
removal of pistia. as the removal of pistia only, to the exclusion of other 
aquatic vegetation, will have no effect on the incidence of malaria, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any experiment lias been made by 
Government : 

Khan 8ahtb HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes; an experiment has been 
made this year and it has not proved very successful. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where, how and to what, extent has 
Government made experiments by removing pistia? 

Khin 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. It was done in Murshidabad 
with the help of the District Board. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
vtf state if he is aware that in none of these cases it was the Government but 
the Df®^ c ^ Board of Murshidabad who made that experiment? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Certainly, Government made 
that experiment and an Assistant Director of Public Health went there and 
helped the District Board in carrying on the experiment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if airy money was granted to the District Board for carrying on that- 
cxperiment? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: An officer of Government 
went there and helped the District Board in the matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How many officer* and how much 
money were allotted by Government for that purpose? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Assistant Director of 
Public Health for Malaria went over there and helped the District Board 
in carrying on the experiment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In some villages in 
Murshidabad. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleused 
to state if Government is considering the desirability of making a Large- 
scale experiment of this process which has already proved successful in a 
large number of cases? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The answer has already been given. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it not a fact that the Government Public, Health 
Department experiments show that 85 per cent of the anti-pistia operations 
have been successful? 

Khan 8ahjb HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 h a vc already stated that the 
experiment was not found to be very successful but was only partially 
successful. 

Expenditure incurred annually for maintaining additional Assistant Registrars 
of Co-operative Societies. 

90. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebted- 
ness Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what amount k incurred by Government annually in maintaining 
the additional 11 Assistant Registrars of Co-operative Societies; 
and 

(?V) what improvement, if any, has been effected upon the working of 
the Co-operative Societies since the appointment of the additional 
Assistant Registrars? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing the classification of rural societies before and after the appointment 
of these Assistant Registrars year by year since 1935 up to 1943? 

(c) If no improvement has been effected, is the Hon’ble Minister consider- 
ing the desirability of (t) abolishing these posts, and (u) increasing the 
number of field workers, Supervisors, Auditors and Inspectors? 
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MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath 

Mandal): (a)(i) Approximately Rs. 2 lakhs. 

(it) The process of depletion of capital of Central Banks to meet obligatory 
charges has been considerably arrested: stagnation in the movement has 
considerably been removed by organisation of a large number of new Societies, 
credit has been linked with production and marketing. The revenue position 
of Ceutral Banks shows signs of improvement. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to the Annual Report on the 
working of Co-operative Societies published every year. 

(c) Does not arise. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT8. 

63— Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
he granted for expenditure under the head “60 — Extraordinary Charges in 
India”. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY! I heg to move that the demand of 
Rh. 8,50,57.000 for expenditure under the head “6-1 — Extraordinary Chaiges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. Sir, I move this motion to raise a dis- 
cussion about the maladministration of the Civil Supplies Department and 
wastage of public money. 

4% g r tot & rfa TOrre, ?kto < 7 $ 

?EH «R7 4$ Civil Supply Departments I CTfft 

C?ET C? department!^ ^ TO^ (TiTTtt C^TtTO? SRT (7$ 

department^? ^TfW WW Oft? gEfarW TOES, (TltcSt 

<TOET TOt? I M?83. TOT TOT denial policy? to 4? N ' ?3tfa? *r<H 
*tf? ^ ?r?t? ?ETO *fET*tPTT? TO TOrf$°T, 4?; =TO]? 

^TfTOS 'alEiIVi ?7??EPfOT tJT^tRTEl Bengal Government 

4W*T Purchasing Offioer f TOTi, f^g cTO tf? | 

Purchasing Officer *fTOT frEFl TO TO? TO*R, 

tot ?wr? eEt? y? fi?*! ?5\i >c\ frm i etos sjtTOri i ^ph? 

>s>80 TOT* TOPT TO 4$ departmental ^ TO cTO^t 

C^r*W 3R*t: TOn *ft?t*t TU5 I Greater Control, lesser supply and 

higher price TO?*t9 firC?? faff? TO ?EETI I Eft*!? *T? eft? (7?T? TOT 
^<17^ ST7T ftftS%sET (71 supply far TO— <7T*Cfc TOt TO *??T? I 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^t? TOT WrofTOTl ? EftTT? »? C#t? (*?t? TOE*? 

?Er#to ^rEEft mcTORi 4 ?^r ^ to ^prr eet *eoee ?ttto frofaro 

(7 T* SET *Er *R*I1 ^<<70^ TOEF C^*f> ^TT faftTT <7ET ; 4?* <7lt fa? 

TOS T? I *Ttfa Eft 4t TOtl— JffOT ft? ?t*? 

TO Wt C? fettH (Tit fcfarj 4 $ department^? through fat? 'TOJf 

¥( 7TC g sy — <7T VWTCW TOT W<(T? C?f?t^Er ?EF*I 



1944.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


m 


srcfogi ^ #n ^ i w c^c»r m %*n ^ wr 

TO C^fenfe^ — *11^ b'M I ^Rl 

^rTVtn tjblOT *rc*T 5TV c^TtCR ^r ^ TOTC^ I 4$ OfW scheme 

fgr^r *n— >r*rr^ i %&fwu\ ^fino mmym 4*fri ^73 cifa 

«ieT^^ 43R C^OTT scheme %T ?T1 I Food committe C^tPT 

W* Tftfl feb <7T«fi[ <FC1* (OtTR &W* C^-t^rtT^T^ C*rtTO* iW? Or®fir 5CTOJ, 
<7T$fil C*tWT ^ I 4$\5tFT ?f%r^ 

sffeCTtw* ^ tff% *$ ^ fio wi fi* fimi ^ waste 

^1373r7 I ^Sf *rfi ^fec 5 ! 4^fcl union store <tfW5i C’l’fflRf 

^rfi oq^ c^V3 ''t\5<n c i> facspr c^R swre *tt wm ttm ** wpn ^ 

5*wr? fira ^farc^r ^ fOTott *fa ^tr 5^ «ii 
?n 1 fire ^<R c fr <31 ^fhr ^ 1 anfcsn *fi ^bfcsrt *r*n c*fc*r <r *fth 
yfgffa fe*rr*ti $®finR qlc^, — c*r &tn «HC(H. C*t$1>l TO C^IW, *rf*r 

rrft frpFftl t |T3 TT SfefiniFT 15fa «TWPT TTTT1 TOT OTT7PT StTOTf *U ^T® 

*n I ^tTOTT — <OT *R — (TTPt'Q ^f%C*R «RT I bPt <4*1^1 

(R *73 fau^ SuW C\ C*Ttm CRTTT *fRv/j ^ I *lfi'3 C^fPf 

^pr cfh r tos, firs “=rtft ^ c r^ c k^ ^*tP\ c^far fife *rfi 

IStn ^^fiRRR, ^^finTR fa *71 <ft «Pt 7.*T 4*\73S *5f5 CbC.tf’3 (OT*Tt 

^73 1 tijT* ^sPn ^rfii c^r'tT ^ fr c^t*Pt i^i fio ^ t^r f^fii- 

firfiT (A3733 *T1 , — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, l l>e^ r <o move 
t hut the demand of IK 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “(id- - 
Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this motion 

in order to raise a discussion about — 

(, ) the utter failure of Government to control the puce of rice and the 
necessity of controlling the other necessaries of life which are 
abnormally rising every day; 

in) the utter apathy and sense of optimism displaced by Government 
in statements issued now and then in the face of increased rise in 
price and apprehended outbreak of famine in large areas of 
Province of Bengal ; and 

(i in ) the failure of Government in feeding large number of starving 
people now in many areas in the Province of Bengal. 

I also beg to move the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under 
the head “63— Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I 
move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 

(1) the difficulty of supply of the daily necessaries of life specially in 

the rural areas, viz., kerosene, sugar and even salt; 

(2) the constitution and the function of the food committees and the 

village committees; 

(3) administration of the cotton cloth and yarn order; and 
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(4) the difficulty of the supply of cotton cloth specially in the rural 
area, and the situation created liv extending the time-limit for 
disposal of unstamped goods up to 'list March, 1944, by a Civil 
Supply Press Note, issued on the 2nd of March. 

Sir, ihe motions deal with extraordinary charges and extraordinary 
situations which have brought insurmountable troubles, indescribable 
agonies and miseries, widespread starvation and diseases and innumerable 
dcuths. The situations have been created bv war- — a vvai which lias been 
thrust upon us by the British Imperialists. How I wish that T could echo 
the sentiments expressed by Mr. de Valera in his recent message to the 
nation “Even in our failures we w’ere in a lasting sense victorious, we out- 
lived the evil that was done to us and we exist today as a separate nation 
because we are willing to endure and we are not willing to yield”. Morally, 
legally and equitably the p^ilic exchequer of Bengal should not bear a single 
pie towards the expenditure under this head. These expenditures properly 
should have been met by the Central Government — nay should he met by 
the United Nations for whose good this war is being conducted. 

Sir, first of all I shall deal with cloth famine. There has been an unpre- 
cedented scarcity of cloth in the rural areas of Bengal mainly due to the 
maladministration of the Cotton Cloth and Yarn Control Order. 

Tn Calcutta alone, the cotton goods of about 1,174 dealers were healed 
by the Proyincial Textile Controller in accordance with the Press note, 
issued on the 2drd December, 1 94-1, hut since then the stocks of only 75 
parties have been tex-marked up till February, 1944. If the process of tex- 
inarking continues at this rate, it will take about one year to complete the 
operation only in Calcutta. In mofussil large stocks have remained un- 
stamped and so large stocks of cloth in Calcutta as w r ell as in mofussil cannot 
be released for sale, thus resulting in cloth famine throughout the province 
though a very huge margin of 10 per cent, above the ex-mill price has been 
prescribed as the stamping fee. 

Sir, so far as the mofussil area is concerned, the shortage of available 
transport facilities is mainly responsible for the cloth famine. From my 
experience as a relief worker for the last five months I um definitely of 
opinion that for military requirements the transport of civil requirements 
has been curtailed to such extent that the transport has been w T ellnigh 
impossible. 

The Ilon'ble Minister for Finance grew eloquent in his budget speech 
as to the services rendered by the Army in the matter of transport, but, 
believe me, Sir, my experience tells otherwise. One consignment of a few 
bales of blankets and clothes was consigned from here under military 
authority on the 8th of January, 1944, to Brahmanbaria, but it has not 
yet reached in the course of about two months and a half though the winter 
is now over. Booking by goods train has been closed. Merchants, there- 
fore, come to Calcutta, purchase a large number of extra tickets in order 
to enable them to take small quantities of goods as personal luggages by 
bribing the railway officials and coolies on duty at the railway station. 
ThiB Government is not at all alive to the necessity of impressing upon 
the Railway Administration to ensure a freer movement of goods within 
the province. 
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Sir, in answer to a question of mine on this subject, the Government 
reply was it does not consider the desiribility of moving the Railway 
Administration to ensure tree movement of goods withiu this province. A 
critical situation has been created thereby in this matter. 

Sir, in this connection 1 demand an explanation from the Government 
why the Provincial Textile Control Authorities are giving exemption to 
certain parties from the obligation of tex-mark and releasing their goods to 
the market. What considerations weighed with the authorities in giving 
such discriminatory exemption Y This is dear nepotism to say the least. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I venture to make the following suggestions : — 

(1) All sealed goods in Calcutta as well as in mofussil should imme- 
diately he released for sale with a condition that the goods should 
he sold within a month and if any dealer is found in possession 
of any such goods after the expiry of a month, his stocks will be 
confiscated. This will have the effect of easing the market. 

(‘■2) Bengal being a deficit province, the mill products of Bengal should 
not be allowed to he exported out of Bengal and Assam which 
should be treated as one zone. 

(3) Tiansport facilities should immediately be increased with a view 

to ensure free movements. 

(4) The wholesale dealers should not have any difficulty in getting the 

products fiom the mill at the rate they are entitled to get and 
the retailer should not have any difficulty to get tin* goods from 
the wholesale dealers. 

(5) Ifandloom industry should he expanded and attempts should be 

made by the Government in that direction. 

(ti) Immediately the ban upon the branches of ihc All-India Spinners’ 
Association throughout the province should he withdrawn with 
a view to encourage hand-spinning and hand-weaving. 

(7) Before taking any steps by the Government in the matter n| adminis- 
tration of the (lot ton Cloth and Yarn (Control) Order, the advice 
of the Provincial Textile Advisory Committee should be taken 
and their advice should he given due consideration. 

Next, Sir, I shall deal with how the Government have failed to control 
the price of rice. In the Calcutta Gazette , dated 9th March, 1944, and 
16th March, 1944. it has been published that during the weeks ending on 
1st March, 1944, and 9th March, 1944, in places, viz., 1 far ruck pore, Rana- 
ghat, Jheniadaha, Dacca, Munshiganj, Manikganj, Narayanganj, Oomilla, 
Brahmanbaria, Faridpur. Chittagong, Cox’s Bazar, Noakhali, rice was not 
available in the open markets. In the Jugantar , dated J 5th March, 1944, 

it has been reported that during the week ending on 11th March, 1944, 

coarse and medium rice sells at Rs. 19 to Rs. 20 per maund and fine 
Gobindabhog atop rice sells at Rs. 30 to Rs. 35 per maund at Comilla 
while in a corresponding week of the last year, coarse and medium rice 
used to sell at Rs. 15 to Rs. 16 and fine Gobindabhog rice selling at Rs. 22 
to Rs. 25. So from the Government report it is clear that rice is not 

available in the open markets in many places and if it is ayailable it sells 

at a price much above the control rates. The Government have utterly 
failed to control the price. 
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In the Council of State Mr. B. R. Sen, the Director-General of Food, lias 
dwelt at length on the present food situation of Bengal. He has said that 
the Government had found in the procurement scheme of aman crops that 
the cultivators are holding on to their crops, in no districts they had brought 
into the markets more than 50 per cent, of what they would normally have 
brought up to this time of the year. Tu several districts it was much less 
than v5 per cent. The reason for this is mainly due to want of public con- 
fidence. Mr. B. K. Sen has said that we had to persevere in helping the 
leturn ot public confidence and we must take steps to make the cultivators 
release their stocks by providing them with consumers goods at reasonable 
price; public confidence cannot be created when the cultivators find that 
they do not get other necessaries of life even salt at a reasonable price. Salt 
now sells in many places at prices varying from annas 8 to Re. 1 per seer. 
The prices of other necessaries of life have increased enormously. 

Prices of articles for hutting have increased 1,000 per eent., implements 
of agriculture more than 1,000 per cent, and so on. This is the real situa- 
tion, real picture in Bengal. Truly this dismal picture oast a gloom over 
me and every one who knows the situation. Lakhs of people are still 
starving, lakhs are homeless, many lakhs are diseased and every moment 
feeling the agonies of death. The question is how to remedy the situation. 

1 am definitely of opinion that unless a true national Government be estab- 
lished, unless the people can feel that they are enduring for their salvation, 
unless they feel that this war is a war of freedom from domination, *rom 
wants, diseases and penury, unless the true patriots who arc clapped in jail 
are released, we cannot think of any solution of the problem. 

(’(inference convened .by nis Excellency the Governor <>t Bengal of 
(Commissioners and District. Officers, (he retinue of officers — Director of 
(Civil Supplies with his huge departments, Controller of Wheat and Wheat 
Products, Controller of Rationing, Regional Controller, Food Grain Purchase 
Offi( •er, Special Relief Organisation Officer with their huge establishments, 
the statement issued therefrom, the paper “Grow More Food Campaign’ \ 
with their corruption, bribery, nepotism, black-marketing, will not be able 
to solve the problem. The Government in the past have miserably failed 
to tackle the situation and will fail in future. Civil requirement* have not 
in the past received the attention as the military requirements had. Diffi- 
culties in transport are mainly responsible to a great extent for this dismal 
stale of things. In Calcutta even coke and salt have been scarce. 

The Government which have miserably failed to control the price, the 
Government whose order as to the price is daily and openly disobeyed in 
open markets, the Government which cannot give protection to the people 
from greedy traders, the Government which is unsympathetic towards the 
aspiration of the people, the Government which is cruel, mischievous and 
communal in outlook, stands self-condemned. 

With these few words I commend the motions for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Dr. N^LIHAKSHA SANYAi*. Can we not expect this courtesy from 
the Minister in charge of Civil Supplies to be present here in connection 
with an important debate like this? This is a matter of privilege, Sir. In 
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the Central Assembly the President at one time did insist that the Com- 
mander-in-chief must be present; otherwise the House could be adjourned. 
I think, Sir, you have also got a similar power. m 

Mr. SPEAKER: The difficulty is this. Personally, 1 must say (hat in 
this House there has been no occasion when a Minister has been compelled 
to be present. I do not know what happened in the Central Assembly. T 
will have to look into the matter. For the present 1 notice that the llon’ble 
the Chief Minister who has moved this motion is present here, and some 
Parliamentary Secretaries who are attached to the Civil Supplies Department 
are also present here. In these circumstances T do not think that 1 can ask 
the Civil Supplies Minister to he present. 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “f>‘{ — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. T move this to raise a discussion 
about the failure of Government to take step to stop — 

(/) corruption and dishonesty prevalent amongst the officers of Civil 
Supply Department. 

(n) Mack-marketing. 

Sir, the moving of this motion reminds me of the answer given by Sir 
Nazimuddin in the General Administration about direct and specific 
instances of dishonesty In some responsible officers. The answer has con- 
firmed the apprehension of the public that even the Chief Minister directly 
or indirectly is in collusion with the dishonesty and corruption of bis 
colleagues, f Cries of “Question” from Ministerialist benches.) 

ft is a surprise to me that a Chief Minister of a province instead of 
giving warning and threat of strict actions against, dishonesty and corruption 
of the officers is found to be simply trying to evade it. It is nothing but 
a direct encouragement of corruption. 

Sir, as far as m\ personal knowledge of mufassal goes, 1 know that, the 
Supply Department is meant not for supplying foodstuff or any other neces- 
sary commodities to the public but for making some Supply Officers and 
some of the public who can bribe these officers rich overnight! The present 
Government for the sake of patronising some of their party men are appoint- 
ing hundreds and thousands of temporary officers in this department. These 
temporary officers who are uncertain of their service and future life simply 
think of making some mone> in the meantime. 

Speaking of the Sadar subdivision Comilla, particularly the western part, 
of that subdivision is seriously affected by the distress and famine. This 
area consists of low lands and is a predominantly jute area and is mainly 
dependent on aman crop. The produce of paddy of that area cannot sustain 
the people of that area for more than 4 months on an average. For the rest 
8 months the people of that area are dependent on others. But for the last 
ope year no rice or paddy has yet been supplied to that area although 40 to 
50 thousand people have died during the last few months due to no food, 
little food or rotten food and the subsequent outbreak of malaria, small- 
pox and cholera as a result of the loss of vitality of the people. 

May I ask the Minister if any amount of rice or paddy has been stored 
in that area and, if so, where and what amount? If not, then what is the 
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necessity of maintaining the officer of the Supply Department? Rice is 
selling in that area even now at Rs. 19 to Rs. 21. No attempt is being made 
to bring clown the price at the controlled rate. Eighty per cent, of the 
people have got no capacity to purchase at this high rate. Even in this 
month of Chaitra many people are starving or remain half-starved and God 
knows what is in store for them in the future. 

The only thing which these officers do at present is to appoint some 
agents for the sale of kerosene and sugar. So fur as my personal knowledge 
of my subdivision goes, most of the appointments of these agents were made 
in consideration of bribe. No sugar or kerosene is available to the public 
except through black-marketing. No step has yet been taken to stop black- 
marketing although 1 brought these matters to the notice of the District 
Magistrate and the Commissioner of the Division. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr# UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,50,57,000 under the head “68 — Extraordinary Charges in India” 
he reduced by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion to raise u discussion about the desirability of utilis- 
ing union hoards in distribution of essential foodstuffs in the rural area. 

Sir, 1 have got two things to say in this House. The first thing that 1 
want to say is that in these days of Provincial Autonomy which has been 
functioning in this province for 7 years it should be our aim and policy to 
make our union hoards workable and living organisations. If you leave (lie 
union boards alone and in the conditions in which they were at t I k* 
beginning of our autonomous regime 1 want to s;i\ that we. have not 
progressed at ull in the matter of self-government, because only the members 
in this House within the 4 corners of this Assembly hall do m»1 represent the 
country. If we want to educate the country we must educate the union 
boards in all matters of Government. The union boards must be imbued 
with the idea of self-help and also with ideas, educational, economic and 
sanitary and all other questions including the question of maintaining law 
and order. If we have progressed there, then certainly we can claim that 
progress in self-government has been made in this province. 

Coming to the practical side relating to the matter of distribution of 
civil supplies ] say that this is an opportunity which has been afforded to 
us in educating our union boards and the members of the union boards in 
the matter of self-government. In my own district when there was a scarcity 
of kerosene the Government officials, the bureaucracy, selected dealers in 
the rural area and instructed them to sell kerosene at controlled rates, but wh 
got reports — and these were correct reports — that these dealers after giving 
a few drops to n few persons or a few first comers sold the rest of the stock 
at prices varying from 8 annas to Re. 1 per seer. When I approached the 
District Magistrate on this matter, he said that he had received no com- 
plaints from any one — though it was reported quite widely. Now', a poor 
villager who purchases 2 or 4 pice worth of kerosene cannot dare to com- 
plain against the dealer who has been selected by Government officials. 
There are substantial persons in the rural area but they themselves are 
guilty of this corrupt practice, because they purchase kerosene at a higher 
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price than the controlled rate. That being the fact there was no remedy at 
hand. Now, Sir, at that time I suggested that the services of union boards 
might be requisitioned which the District Magistrate kindly did. After the 
experience of a few months he found that black marketing had vanished 
though the supply had not been adequate and the people were not getting 
it according to their requirements. 

There is another side of the question. Sir, to this I referred during the 
general discussion of the budget. The experience that we have in the matter 
of scarcity of salt is that people in the rural area do not believe that there 
is real scarcity ol salt. They are under the impression that salt is there hut 
it is only being used by the influential people. They teel that, being poor, 
their necessities are not being met with in the rural area. Now, my idea is 
that if Government allocate salt union by union after taking statistics of 
the population of each union and distribute the salt through the union 
hoard, in that case, the people will really see that they are getting their 
quota but there being not sufficient supply they are getting a meagre supply 
of it. It will also save the prestige of Government to some extent, hut my 
main object is to utilise union boards in all matters in which their assistance 
may be profitably taken, in the matters of distribution of civil supplies — 
whether salt, kerosene, sugar or anything else. Even in the matter of pro- 
curement the help of the union hoards will he of great value. At present 
I do not know what is the scheme of Government. \Ve think that Govern- 
ment iustead of taking statistics horn their own officers should obtain them 
from the people themselves and 1 think that union hoard i* the proper 
authoiity which can say what is it* usual consumption foi a month or for a 
year, or what is the need in each area. Attei ascertaining the intormation 
from each union hoard — if necessary it can be \erified b\ ( hnenuiieiif— -a 
system may be devised whereby if there is any excess produce it may be 
taken out of the union board area and the union hoard members nun help in 
that process without an\ anxiety, without any unccrtaint\ and without any 
apprehension for the future. Instead of that if Government officer*-- 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimtoazar: Sir, I beg. to 
move that the demand of Bs. 8,50,57,000 under the head Extra- 

ordinary Charges in India’ ' he reduced by Rs. J00. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about refusal of ration for 
bhoy or offering to Hindu deities. 

I further beg to move that the demand oi Rs. 8,60,67,000 under the 
head ‘‘(>3 — Extraordinary Charges in India’ ’ tie reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about refusal 
to ensure a ration of atap rice to Hindu widows. 

Sir, in introducing a rationing scheme, it is up to the Government to 
see that people do not unnecessarily suffer or that their religious 
susceptibilities are not wounded in any manner. Yet unfortunately 
speaking, from the haphazard manner in which the rationing schemes have 
been introduced, it appears that all the different aspects of the problems 
have not been fully and properly considered. I fully appreciate that the 
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question is rather delicate, but that is an additional reason why the 
authorities should be more circumspect and careful in devising their schemes. 

Sir, take for instance the question of religious feelings, and the refusal 
of ration for bhog or offerings to Hindu deities. Government should 
know that such bhog or offerings to deities form a part of religious 
injunction to devout Hindus. To refuse these rations is tantamount to an 
unwarranted interference with the religious rights of the Hindus, and I am 
afraid that whutever excuse might have been offered by the rationing 
authorities, there is hardly any justifiable reason for this extraordinary 
procedure. 

There is then the question of ensuring a supply of atap rice to Hindu 
widows. To incorporate this in the scheme of rationing is not at all 
difficult, and I think that much avoidable hardships would not have 
occurred had the Government taken these eases into full consideration aud 
framed their plans accordingly. 

1 hope that in their future schemes oi rationing in the urban and 
rural areas, as also in Calcutta Government will he fairly serious about the 
mutter and ensure that religious susceptibilities are iully respected. There 
might he abuses here and there and 1 think there are ample means to 
check the abuses, if any. 


Crowding of lobbies by visitors. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* Before you proceed, Sir, may 
1 draw your attention to one tact that the lobbies and the approaches to 
this Chamber have been converted into a veritable share market where the 
outsiders are occupjing the seats in such large number that the members 
can ueithei take their seats there nor can they use the telephones meant 
for them. 1 appeal to you to see, Sir, that lobbies ure n) ,t crowded in this 
fashion unnecessarily outsiders. 

Mfs 8PEAKER: 1 will see that the lobbies are properly looked alter 
and I will consult the leaders and pass necessary orders later on. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Sir, l beg to move that the 
demand ot Ks. 8,50,57,1)00 be reduced by Ks. 100 to raise a discussion 
about (/) the serious defects in the working of the rationing scheme, (ti) the 
failure of the Civil Supplies Department in maintaining supplies aud 
(hi) the wasteful expenditure involved in the expansion and working of 
the department. 

It is very difficult, Sir, in this short space of time to deal adequately 
and properly with such a large and important demand; a demand with 
which the question of life and death of the people of this province is* 
intimately connected. 

In the short time at my disposal 1 can barely touch the various points 
raised by my motion. As regards the serious defects in the working of 
the rationing scheme, I think that question was discussed at length some 
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time ago in this House during this session. In connection with that 
discussion the distinguished leader of the European group took an 
opportunity to say that the European group withdrew their support from 
the previous Ministry because the previous Ministry was not applying 
their mind to the question of civil supply. He clean forgot that the 
previous Ministry had no Minister entirely in charge of Civil Supplies 
at all. The Civil Supplies Department was only tagged ou to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Industries. There was not one single Minister, 
Sir, to apply his whole mind to the question. But what do we see after 
the institution of the present Ministry ? There is a Civil Supplies Minister: 
he devotes his whole time and attention to the subject aud yet how much 
improvement has been effected in spite of the fact that there has been a 
bumper crop this year and in spite of the further facts that large 
subsidies are coming from the Central Government and the fact the Miitary 
has taken over the question of movement? In spite of all these advantages 
we see that the situation has not been relieved sufficiently; rather, it is as 

menacing today as it was in March, 1943 (Mr. Ahmad Hussain : 

Question!) Yes, wait a bit, I will come to that question. As regards 

the rationing scheme it was the idea of the Eoodgrains Policy Committee 
that rationing should be introduced because this is the only method of 
killing the queues. Have the queues 1 k*cu killed in Calcutta? Are not 
quite a multitude of people found standing before every Government 
Store in Calcutta? Therefore the first object of rationing has tailed so 
far as Calcutta is concerned. The second object was anti-hoarding as 
rationing was deemed to be the only way to deal effectively with boarding. 
Hus this Government been able to deal effectively with hoarding? The 
Director-General of Food has observed and lie has been quoted by Mr. 
DJiirendra Nath Datta that the cultivators in Bengal are not bringing 
their produce to the market: not even 50 per cent, oi what the\ were used 
to bring they are bringing this time to the maiket. That shown that so far 
as the actvities of the present Ministry are concerned they have inspired 
no confidence in the cultivators. And what is the supply position now, 
Sir? If >ou look to the latent report in the Calcutta Gazette <d the 10th 
March, you will find that the four subdivisions of the Dacca district have 
been marked “(a)” which means that rice can scarcely be had there in the 
open market at the controlled price. In Dacca there is not a single 
subdivision where rice can be had at the controlled price. Coming to 
Chittagong, Sir, we see there are two subdivisions and both the .subdivisions 
have been marked “(a)” which means that there also rice can scarcely be 
had in the open market at the controlled price. Sir, there are three 
subdivisions, again, in Tippera and in not one of them rice can be bad 
at the controlled price. Not only this is the position in the East Bengal 
and rural Bengal but look at Greater Calcutta — just at the north suburbs 
of Calcutta. The northern municipalities in Greater Calcutta, nay, the 
whole of Barrackpore subdivision of 24-Parganas, have been marked “fa/’, 
that is, rice Can scarcely be had there also in the open market at the 
controlled price. That is the position even in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, Sir. 

Now, let me conclude the second question that is raised in my motion, 
namely, the failure of the Civil Supplies Department in maintaining 
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supplies. Sir, what I have just stated amply shows that the Civil Supplies 
Department even after indulging in procurement schemes for months have 
not been able to ensure supplies to various districts in Bengal. 

Now 1 shall touch upon the very last point of my motion, namely, the 
wasteful expenditure involved in the expansion and working of the 
department. If you refer to the Red Book, page 79, you will see, Sir, that 
in explaining the budget the following observation has been made at the 
bottom of the page: — ‘‘Allows increased provision of 46 lakhs on account 
of a full year’s requirement in respect of items (2) and (3) which came into 
operation in the latter part of the current year”, that is, items relating to 
establishment charges on account of the scheme of rationing and to the 
expansion and reorganisation of the Department of Civil Supplies. Under 
the revised estimate, the increase is due mainly to larger loss on sale of 
subsidised food than was anticipated in the budget and the rest of the 
budget demand which means 33 lakhs of extra expenditure has been 
proposed to meet the loss on subsidised food to public. Is it assumed that 
in this year also the famine will be repeated ? If this Government has 
had that apprehension it ought to clear out l>ecause it had a full one year 
to deal with the problem and has not been able to solve the problem. On 
the contrary the situation, as I said before, is as menacing now as it was 
in March, 1943. 

I have one word more to add and i will finish. The European group 
has been well advised not to allow the motion of Mr. Skipwith to l>e moved 
to raise a discussion about the high prices prevailing for meat, fish, poultry, 
eggs, milk, vegetable and other foodstuffs essential in his opinion. Sir, to 
the people ot Bengal these articles of food are rather luxuries and not one 
of them is essential foodstuff. In their report the Eoodgrains Policy 
Committee, on page 68, observed: ‘‘We cited in paragraph 21 below Dr. 
Akroyd’s view that there is at present no available substitute for cereals in 
the Indian diet. Under the circumstances for a large" part of the popula- 
tion of the country the quantity to be given under fhe rationing scheme 
represents the sole effective intake of food and in our opinion that quantity 
Bhould not be allowed except in the case of temporary breakdowns to fall 
below the amount of one pound of cereal per adult per day." There has 
been a bumper rice crop in Bengal this year. Why, may I ask, in spite 
of that— — 

Ml*. SPEAKER: Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, your time is up. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I shall finish in a minute. 
- — should a large and compulsory provision for ntto and flour and wheat 
be made in our rations and why not point-rationing giving choice to the 
people be adopted Y Those people who cannot take kindly to atUi , who are 
not accustomed to take flour, should Im? permitted to take rice and rice only. 
1, therefore, suggest that the Government ought to adopt what is called 
“point rationing”. 

Maulvi MAQBUL HOSAIN: lihr, I beg to move that the demand of 
Re. 8,50,67,000 for expenditure under the head “68 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order 
to raise a discussion about the corruption prevailing in rationing 
department. 
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I also move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under 
the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India" he reduced by Rs. 100. 
I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about running of the 
rationing department by supporters of the present Government with a view 
to keep them in power. • 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Rationing Department 43 

vstm tow, win 's ^ c#i sfaft Pm 31% 

snr a tPricto ^?to 4 $ mPto tor >01 >8 m 

move* ^f%75f% I 

CTO TOtWKFF TOfrCSfib d 4 “ffTOFRT 
M%Rr TOc^ 3jfof5i cTO 3 Trt^ MfrrTOi fro q'tiR- 

*Tf^ i itncR fliR# MfRtPn; ftw <rRMRt#R S*R i $Ri 
M(rcr ctoMfR totRtstto FRff Pm, TOtcrs c=HPr^ <yfTO permit 
TOTffs ?n to oratcr sri ^rt^fT tos: Ptto ^rrPrrsrsR i cTO* 

’SrtTTRRM 3trTO 4 $ TOFfPR TO RfCS C^fC-TO? I $Rl TOF3 CTOG? tfiprel? 
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(A voice from the Goverment benches, ntR *tfvRRi «R fif^r *0 l) TO $Rl 
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^Pl . ^to «ft^n 3Trfar5«ft=T to ![m < RtTOi PmPto. to TOR ^rr 
TOi ^rtTOTOtoct TOTOi rq TO, fTO f-mi qrM <rTO PfcTOro 

TOTO SftTtcsr | ( Protests from the Government side) f% SRpft ^RTR 

y^gTTOr a (RMTO rrsTO sMTOst vti c'lc^T rr*n *n ? Toft tTOi 4? a «ra- 

^Tt^fRr^i TOr 3R CTO demonstration <FTO TO M ^Tl MR OT^EfTO P$pT 

f n ^RTOsro i 

Tt:=n <ro f-rf^ra toto« ^rsR TO i *R "R PtTOs sj’ftto 

c^-R ^TYR FRfR «T-fT *PTO C*T Ml MR I WS Mfiprai 

(R^R TOTffl *T1 f*CM class VI 5p °las8 VII M^l (RfT 5Rl Rationing 

Department FRtTOR I &t^T 5^f '3 ^RTRl Rationing office 4 

TO? C^rRF TO ^TR Rationing Department 4 ^TFT ^TR 
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Cl ^f%fTs5 TOT f%#^3 ^R CTR M7t^ 

^SRTOT ^C^R I ^T^fefe^TR ; J 7 T#R ^R Wt (RrsjjMT f#T 

4 % to? fwftOT tf^R Permit-holder. f%fa cTOT^ ’TtWTC^f ^ ^ 

I^Pr toj ftuR 3 fr 5 ffcs r rRrt^r rRrt^ 

y pi C AC ^T I ^TR C-rR 6 f 3 T5TRR ^*3 Pl^fs MT3^R TO "SMRt'T 
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c*FR »tt5f i ^rf=r 5t^T5 strsn ’nt? firsrg et^rj 
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CVHFW, ^T1 corruption ^ WC3 TO? ? #§r f 

«ffWt? STSStt SRT ’affft Jftft 

*ffe*tra ^<r ^mr a #f ^rf^pi '3 ^*mrr<rc‘fa fovPram 

S#C'5i ^FC^R 'ol^c^T Rationing Department^ "spiVtlxiH 

Bcb^tf 3 ft^R W 1 !, W ^ department i^'fj ^tf%nr 

fir HI C^Tf^fT C^TtT W=T TfTl §*55 department^ fa ^r$rq | 

Mr* HARENDRA KUMAR 8URS Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head "63— Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order 
to raise a discussion alwmt the policy of the Government in voluntarily 
undertaking a portion of the financial responsibility relating to defence 
and connected with the war, at a considerable sacrifice of the normal 
requirements of the people of the province which directly fall within the 
scope of the provincial authority and jurisdiction. 

i also move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under 
the head “G3— Extraordinary Charges in India” he reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the utter failure of 
the Government in giving adequate protection to the civilian population 
with respect to Civil Defence and other connected matters. 

1 also move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under 
the head ”03 — Extraordinary Charges in India’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion in order Upraise a discussion about the policy of the 
Government in the matter of awarding compensation to the evacuees, 
corruption prevailing amongst the rank and file of the staff dealing with 
such matters, the utter disregard of the provisions of Defence of India 
Rules and the principles of land acquisition. 

Sir, section 49 of the Government of India Act lays down that the 
executive authority of a province extends to the matters with respect to 
which the Provincial Legislature has power to make laws. 

Defence is therefore a matter outside the scope of Provincial Authority 
and as a matter of fact no burden has been imposed on the revenues of a 
province for the purpose of defence under the constitution. 

Section 33 of the Government of India Act lays down that the expen* 
diture for the purpose of the discharge by the Governor-General of his 
functions with respect to defence shall be expenditure charged on the 
revenues of the Federation. 

Section 67A of the Government of India Act still continued in force 
with amendments as set out in the ninth schedule further provides that the 
proposals of the Governor-General in Council for the appropriation of 
revenues or moneys relating to expenditure under the head classified by the 
order of the Governor-General in Council as Defence or any other expendi- 
ture declared by the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, for 
the time being in force to be charged on the revenues of the Federation 
shall not he submitted to the vote of the Legislative Assembly nor shall 
they be open to discussion by either Chamber at the time when the annual 
statement is under consideration unless the Governor-General otherwise 
directs. 
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It is thus clear that — 

(1) the entire burden for the purpose of defence has been thrown on 

the revenues of the Governor-General in Council, 

(2) the responsibility for discharging the functions with respect to 

defence has been imposed on the Governor-General and he is not 
responsible to the Indian Legislatures. 

Under section 123 the Governor-Geqeral may direct the Governor of a 
Province to discharge as Ins a gent such functions in relation to defence as 
may be specified in the direction. 

Here also the Governor in the discharge of any such function shall 
have to act in his discretion. Now, Sir, the Bengal Ministries are quite 
conversant with the conditions of finances of the province. They could 
realise the impact of the war on the finances of the province. They are 
certainly aware of the fact that the Government of Bengal have got no 
financial responsibility with respect to expenditure for the purpose of 
defence. In spite of all these, it is really a mystery why the Bengal 
Ministries readily accepted a position which seeks to impose a burden on 
the provincial exchequer, vitally affecting the finances of the province. 
Weak and imbecile as they are they cannot hold their own. As a result of 
this thoughtless and irresponsible commitment the much-talkcd-of 
Provincial Autonomy has in fact ceased to function and the administration 
has been Kept going on anyhow. All nation-building activities have been 
suspended and they have devoted their time and energy and rescources as 
well to meet the situation that has arisen in this province as a result of 'the 
policy of the Government of India pursued for the prosecution of the war. 
Tiny have given a decent burial to the so-called Provincial Autonomy and 
converted the Government of Bengal into an agency of the British 
bureaucracy. The Governor-General in Council is the supreme authority, 
the Provincial Governors are his agents and the Ministry is holding office 
during the pleasure of the Governor. 

Under section 150 no burden shall be imposed on the revenues of the 
Federation or the Indian Provinces except for the purpose bf India or 
some part of India. 

Is it merely out of sympathy for the Indian people that the military 
operations have been undertaken by the United Nations near our frontier? 

Burma has long been cut off from India and made a unit by itself 
against the wishes of the people of India and of Burma. Burma and some 
territories belonging to His Majesty’s Government as well as some other 
territories belonging to some foreign powers including the United States 
of America have fallen into the hands of Japan. The importance of India 
as a strategic base, because of its geographical position, cannot be denied 
and as a matter of fact India has been converted into a major supply 
centre and has become a vast military base for war against Japan. 
Whatever military operations have been undertaken by the United Nations 
in the Far East are for reconqueiing the territories they have lost and 
and not for the purpose of India. If the United Nations could not utilise 
this country as the base of their military operations the chances of victory 
would have been far remote. But there is no denying the fact that the 
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Province of Bengal has become the worst victim of the military operations 
undertaken by the United Nations and their activities are responsible for 
creating the present situation in Bengal which has become almost 
unbearable. Untold miseries and incalculable sufferings have been inflicted 
on the people of this unfortunate province. , Over and above these, if 
financial burden is also to be borne by the province to combat the situa- 
tion arising out of war condition it is adding insult to injury. 

The most important factors responsible for the present crisis in Bengal 
may be summed up as follows: — A drastic curtailment of transport 
facilities available for civil requirements to meet the demands necessitated 
by the war has been effected to such an extent that it would be no 
exaggeration to state that for all practical purposes transport facilities have 
been denied to the civil population to meet their requirements. The 
one-sided policy of the Government of India is responsible for this state of 
things. To use the words of the llon’ble Finance Minister “the presence 
of a large military personnel, the construction of aerodromes, roads and 
bridges and the almost unlimited purchases of commodities have inevitably 
upset the balance of the economic life of the province and intensified the 
evil of Inflation”. 

The Government of India had to create abnormal purchasing power for 
the Government to meet the demands on the revenues necessitated* by the 
war. 

Thirdly, this province is already a deficit province in the matter of her 
food requirements and other essentials of life. We have been deprived of 
supplies of rice from Burma, Singapore and Indo-Chjna as a result of the 
war. Vast areas of cultivated land have been acquired for military pur- 
poses and the production has diminished to that extent. Then there is an 
influx of several lakhs of military people and of evacuees from Burma 
iu the province. 

These factors have led to abnormal rise in prices ot foodstuff's and other 
essentials of life varying from 300 to 800 per cent. Famine is the 
inevitable consequence and epidemics must follow in its train. The food 
crisis is a creation of the policy of the Government of India pursued for 
prosecution of the war. The Government of India is responsible for the 
situation arising out of the war and must finance the measures adopted to 
combat the situation. 

Then, Sir, the impact of the war on the finances of the province is writ 
large in the figures given in the Red Book with respect to expenditure 
under the different heads. 

The total figures with respect to expenditure on account of dearness 
allowance for 1942-43, 1943-44 and 1944-45 to Government servants stand out 
at 1} crores of rupees. As compared with the expenditure in 1941-42, the 
increase of expenditure under the head “Jails” in the current year and 
the coming year is Rs. 1,55,17.000; and the increase in expenditure on the 
head “Agriculture” in 1943-44 and the coming year is Rs. 1,83,75,000; 
as also the increase in expenditure on the head “Public Health” for the 
current year and the coming year is Rs. 04,24,000. The expenditure on 
Famine for the years 1942-43, 1943-44 and 1944-45 stands at Rs. 8,78,09,792. 
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The expenditure on “Extraordinary Charges’ ’ from 1940-41 to 1944-45 
stands at Rs. 18,79,25,740. The expenditure on account of interest 
borrowed for the purpose of financing schemes connected with the war is 
about Rs. 58 lakhs in 1943-44 and 1944-45. The increase in our Revenue 
receipts is expected to vary from. 7 to 8 crores in 1943-44 and 1944-45 afc 
compared with the receipts in 1941-42. At the close of the coming year 
our indebtedness will he Rs. 19,70,75,000 According to the estimates the 
coming year’s working will close with a negative balance of 10 crores 65 
lakhs. 

TTp to the close of the coming year not less than 33 crores of rupees 
v ou Id get out of the Provincial Exchequer to lighten the burden on the 
revenues of the Government of India. But, Sir, this is a legitimate burden 
ou the Centre. 

As to the matters falling within the scope of the Provincial Authority 
then* nre as many as 13 Ministers placed in charge of the different depart- 
ments. The secondary schools particularly those situated in rural areas 
are on the verge of total extinction. The existing free primary schools 
have kept their existence only in name. The introduction of free primary 
schools in di'dricls wheie there are none lias been kept in abeyance till 
after the war. As to the Departments of Agriculture and of Public 
Health, the whole attention has been given to meet the situation arising 
out of the wat by adopting temporary measures. No planned programme 
to bring about all-round agricultural improvement or to improve public 
health on a permanent basis has been undertaken. Public health lms been 
completely shattered Law and Order has been vindicated in gagging the 
press and the platform, in putting under detention thousands of patriots 
without trial for an indefinite period but cannot give protection to the 
law-abiding citizen against police and military oppression. 

As to the Department of Industries the All-India Spinners’ Association 
has been suppressed ; thousands of spinners and weavers have been thrown 
out of employment. No jail reforms are possible till after the war. 

As to Civil Defence thousands of families have been rendered homeless 
and landless by evacuation. Thousands of civilians have been killed as a 
result of air raid by enemy planes and properties worth several lakhs have 
been destroyed or damaged. May I enquire of the Minister in charge 
whether any compensation has been paid to the dependants of those who 
have been killed as a result of bombing or shot dead by the military people? 
If so, what is the maximum amount assessed as being the value of a human 
life in this country and whether any compensation has been allowed to 
those whose properties have been destroyed or damaged? In rural areas 
where aerodromes have been constructed, the lives and properties of the 
villagers are always exposed to dangers of bombing. No air raid 
precautions have been taken. Military oppression on a mass scale has 
been committed, our women have been molested, innocent villagers have 
been shot dead and injured hut on the plea for want of identification the 
culprits could not be brought to book and this is how the custodians of 
law and order have discharged their responsibility. 
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To crown all our Ministers in the name of Provincial Autonomy have 
made us a present of the unprecedented famine which visited this unfor- 
tunate land in the past few months. Hundreds of thousands of people had 
to die for want of food and as a result of starvation from day to day 
followed l>y epidemics, unheard of in the history of any other country in 
the world within living memory. Sir, it is regrettable that the Ministers 
did not think it worthwhile to see that deaths due to starvation were 
recorded then and there at least to get themselves acquainted with the 
real state of affairs in the country. On the contrary, the Executive did 
take all possible care for suppression of this terrible state of things happen- 
ing in the country. Sir, if one thousandth part of what happened in this 
country during the past few months would have occurred in Great 
Britain 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sur, your time is up. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Very well, Sir. With these words, 

1 commend my motions to the acceptance of the House. 

AlhadJ CYASUDDIN AHMED CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T 
beg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the 
head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Bs. 100. I 
move ibis to raise a discussion about bribery and corruption in the Civil 
Supply Department. 

Sir, I do not want to take any more time of the House as other members 
our party will speak on the subject. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN; Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8.50.57,000 for expenditure under the bead “63 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion 
about the general policy and extraordinary expenses. 

Sfir, this new account of Extraordinary Charges has been opened in 
1943-14, and the detailed statement of the items of expenditure clubbed 
under this head shows that most of the expenses are connected with the war 
and have to be incurred because of the geographical coincidence that 
lien gal happens to be on the war front and is the main base for offensive 
action of the south-East Asia Command. The circumstances are extra- 
ordinary and expenses have to be incurred. But what I would like to 
emphasise is whether the money provided was utilised in the current year 
or would be utilised in the next year in the best manner possible. The 
financial “Niagra” is flowing in its full fury. But what check and 
guarantee is there that money is spent well, when we hear so much about 
corruption and inefficiency of the Government departments. The sum 
provided for the expansion of the Directorate of Civil Supplies forms a 
major item of expenditure under this head, but the efficiency of the depart- 
ment has not increased in the least. 

A sum of about Rs. 2 lakhs has been provided for the administration 
of the Cotton Cloth and Yarn Control Order and Rs. 3 lakhs for the 
administration of the Drugs Control Order. As regards cloth, there 
prevails an acute famine of the article in Bengal. In spite of the fact that 
price control is being rigorously enforced, the benefits thereof are not 
being reaped by the consumers on account of an absolute shortage of cotton 
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piece-goods in the market. I understand that the Government have set 
up a Provincial Advisory Committee to advise them on matters connected 
with the administration of the Order, but it is my information that the 
members of the committee are seldom consulted by the Provincial Textile 
Controller before any important decision is taken. There is no justification 
for this scant courtesy shown by the Government to the members of the 
Advisory Coommittee which has been constituted in order to associate 
non-official commercial opinion with the Government in the matter of 
administering a complicated measure like the Cotton Cloth and Yarn 
Control Order. This is also in direct contrast with the status of the Textile 
Control Hoard whose decisions have often to be accepted by the Textile 
Commissioner even though the latter may disagree with the same. I 
cannot understand the reason as to why a different procedure should be 
followed in respect of the Provincial Advisory Committee particularly in 
matter relating to administrative details. Similar is the case with the 
administration of the Drugs Control Order. Government control has not 
improved the situation in the least. 

In the next place, the loss on sale on sulrsidised foodstuffs which 
accounts for a sum of more than Rs. f> crores should have been dealt in 
more details by the Government, so that there may be no ground for 
suspicion and misunderstanding. 

The Government should he above board. They have not told ns the 
rates at which the\ propose to soli the foodgrains purchased by them. A 
mere statement of the total amount of the loss is not very helpful. It is 
because of this reason that 1 emphasise the necessity for maintaining an 
effective check ami supervision on spending by the Government Departments 
of the sums provided under different items in this head. 1 would now 
like to refer to another matter of extreme public importance, particularly 
to the citizens in the Calcutta area, viz., the requisitioning of residential 
houses as well as factory premises on an extensive scale, .sometimes on a 
very short notice. The Government of India have also admitted, in reply 
to a question in the Central Assembly, that hardship had been caused in 
some cases to the civil population in Calcutta and outside by the requisition- 
ing of houses by the Government under the Defence of India Rules, I 
admit the necessity of the Army in its war effort to receive prior it y treat- 
ment. Nevertheless the inconvenience caused to the civil population should 
be reduced to the minimum. I am aware that the General Officer Command- 
ing, Eastern Command, has set up a Town Planning Committee and that 
this committee has got down to work through a small Quartering Com- 
mittee. But with the progress of operations under the South-East Asia 
Command increasing demands will be made with which the building 
potential would hardly be able to cope. It is, therefore, necessary that 
steps should be taken to relieve the pressure on the housing accommodation 
in Calcutta. With that end in view military personnel should as far as 
practicable be located outside Calcutta in temporary structures. Besides, 
every facility should be given to the building materials, particularly iron 
and steel materials as also of bricks, cement and wood and shortage of 
various fittings. The building programme has been at a stand still in 
Calcutta for the last four years. EveD houses under construction have 
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been left incomplete. It is therefore highly desirable that facilities should 
be given for erection of new houses in Calcutta, which by providing greater 
amount of accommodation may ease the situation. Again, business firms 
have also been placed to considerable difficulty and even loss of business 
as a result of the requisitioning of their office or factory premises. It is 
to be hoped that Government will give their due consideration to this aspect 
of the problem and provide necessary relief to the commercial community. 
Lastly, in this connection, I would like to say a few words on the billetting 
of military personnel. As a matter of fact a number of house-holders have 
been served with notice for the purpose. I realise the anxiety of the 
Government to find out accommodation for military personnel, but in view 
of social conditions obtaining in India, such an action would cause hard- 
ship to the people. Even in England where conditions are favourable for 
the introduction of such a system, billeting has given rise to certain com- 
plaints from the public. It is therefore highly desirable that billeting 
should not be enforced without the consent of house-holders. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this to raise a discussion about the failure of Government to 
make proper distribution of paddy purchase. 

1 further beg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 under (be bead 
“03— Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion about (lie 
procedure adopted to purchase aus paddy and its reaction. 

Sir, it is an admitted and established fact that the aus paddy was 
purchased in Jessore and that it was allowed to rot in many a railway 
station and in several other places. When these purchases were made, 
many people in that area were actually suffering from want of supplies 
because at that time rice and paddy suddenly mysteriously disappeared 
from the local market and shops. The authorities did not care to release 
the paddy and thus relieve the distress then prevailing. At that time, 
I know there were some thanas — 5 thanas in the same district — which felt 
the pinch of scarcity hut yet the supply was not made available. It is also 
an admitted fact that though paddy was procured in that district, many 
people there died of starvation and many relief centres and gruel kitchens 
had to be opened. The people of Dacca, Faridpur and those of eastern 
part of Jessore used to get their aus paddy and rice from Jessore by boat 
but this year they were not allowed to do so. Under the circumstances 
the people of those areas suffered from scarcity of foodcrop and had to 
starve and die of starvation. I had occasion to see in many places how 
purchases were made. I wrote a letter to the District Magistrate request- 
ing him to take immediate steps to stop the procedure which had been 
adopted to purchase paddy. No schedule of surplus paddy was prepared. 
Sub-agents, home guards and some other people were set up to procure 
paddy. On payment of some commission they were engaged to purchase 
paddy. They did not care whether anybody had any surplus paddy or not. 
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They went into the interior and procured paddy from persons even though 
they had no surplus at all. I brought to the notice of the District 
Magistrate some specific cases where paddy was snatched away from persons 
who had to purchase paddy on the very day from the black market at 
Rs. 18 per maund. The District Magistrate afterwards went to that 
locality and returned the paddy to some of them. Most of the people could 
not get back their paddy because their paddy had already been taken to 
the godown. In this way paddy was purchased and many people who had 
no surplus at all were deprived of their paddy and no requisition was given. 
The agents declared themselves as third class magistrates and seized the 
paddy. That was the procedure adopted — a most undesirable procedure it 
was. If there be any surplus we have no objection to Government taking 
the paddy away. Paddy must be purchased only from people who have 
got surplus and who can afford to part with it. But it was not so done. 
Rich people were immune from this sort of requisition. No paddy was 
taken away from them. They were Appointed as sub-agents or agents and 
they wrested paddy from people who had not much even for their own 
consumption. 

(At this stage, the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 3ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “05 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” he reduced bv Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the 
maladministration in the A.R.P. services and the inadequacy of the 
arrangements. 

Sir, for the time being I propose to switch back to the important 
services for A. It. 1C from the subject of food supply. This is necessary 
because of the increased threat to this city of Calcutta and some parts of 
Bengal. I submit, Sir, this matter at the present moment 1 h of greater 
importance than the question relating to food supply. 

Sir, I have on enquiry found that the A.R.P. services in Calcutta have 
today been reduced to a very helpless state of affairs and practically there 
is a threat of complete, collapse in the entire A.R.P. organisation. Sir, 
may I hope that the Hon’ble Chief Minister will take note of this debate ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is there. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The A.R.P. organisation in this city 
was modelled on the approved A.R.P. basis in cities like London and else- 
where, but the number of persons that were allotted for the A.R.P. organisa- 
tion has never been reached. The total number, I am told on the basis 
of some estimated expert opinion, was about 4,000 men iii the sanctioned 
scale, but only about 3,000 men w r ere at any time recruited, wdiile the 
original scheme was for J 0,000 men. Out of this 3,000 there has been 
nearly 60 per cent, of resignations and desertions. There are areas in 
Calcutta where out of the total sanctioned cadre only about 30 per cent, 
of the wardens are now available. I will give a few examples: in the 
Burra Bazar sub-area, the total sanctioned cadre was 1,300 — 1,209 
volunteers and 91 paid; out of these there are only 10 volunteers and 82 
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paid, that is, total 92 only are available out of the total sanctioned strength 
of 1,309. In Hare Street Wardens’ Post, which is a small post No. 2, 
the total sanctioned cadre was 19, out of which only 10 are available. In 
Ballygunge sub-area, S. Warden Post No. 4, the sanctioned number was 
14 and only 4 are available. In Jorasanko sub-area, Warden Post No. 5, 
out of the sanctioned strength of 14, only 5 are available; and I am taking 
one of the depots — I take the Beadon Street Depot where only 5 car-drivers 
are available out of the sanctioned strength of 24. Sir, the number of 
desertions and vacancies have been so alarming that of late the Govern- 
ment had to issue an order that one month’s notice would be required to 
leave an A.R.P. Warden Post or Depot. 

On enquiry I found that the main reasons for this sort of affairs were 
the poor pay and the increased work that has been allotted to the A.R.P. 
wardens. The pay allotted to the warden is Rs. 30 plus a dearness allow- 
ance of Rs. 8 only per month. They also get only one man’s cheap ration 
at the rate of Rs. 10 per maund of rice. The work that they were originally 
required to do has been multiplied in various ways and additional' duties 
have been imposed on them on account of enumeration, issue of ration 
cards, revision thereof, removal of destitutes, anti-hoarding drive, etc., 
but no additional emoluments were ever provided for these additional 
duties. Some of the A.R.P. wardens had entered the service with the idea 
that they would have to do a particular kind of job for certain hours of 
the day and they could seek to supplement their income by other methods. 
But that is now absolutely impossible on account of additional duties that 
have been imposed on them. Government had recently increased the pay 
and emoluments of lady wardens and they have been allowed Rs. 50 as 
remuneration, Rs. 14 as dearness allowance, and Rs. 5 as fixed travelling 
allowance. It is now claimed that unless the basic salary of all the A.R.P. 
wardens in Calcutta is raised to the figure of Rs. 50 with a dearness 
allowance of Rs. 14 it would be impossible for the Government to maintain 
a sufficient, number of A.R.P. wardens for the safety and service of the 
people of Calcutta during emergency. It is also noticed that there have 
been large number of Resignations because of bad treatment of superior 
officers. There is no machinery, Sir, for giving them a hearing; the hear- 
ing that is provided for from the Staff Officer to the Deputy Controller and 
from the Deputy Controller to the Controller is illusory. They never give 
them any hearing at the proper time. 

There is also a danger of most of them getting replaced by untrained 
workers. Untrained men now number nearly 60 per cent, of the total 
strength. That has been due to the fact that many of them are treated 
so badly and roughly by superior officers that they do not feel like working 
for the A.R.P. organisation at all. Recently a post warden was discharged 
peremptorily on a frivolous ground, that is, he refused to allow Mr. K. Ram, 
i.e.s., to enter the post and through the post to the ration office. It is 
enjoined upon him not to allow anybody to go through the post. But 
unfortunately for him he did not know that it was an I.C.S. officer who 
wanted to go through his office and he protested, and as a result he lost 
his job. Subsequently the whole A.R.P. organisation created a furore on 
this issue, and these officers found that they were in the wrong, and they 
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have since reinstated that person. There have been similar difficulties due 
to conflict of interest between the A.R.P. and the Civic Guards who are 
a pampered lot, and the A.R.P. workers are always hounded up by the 
Special Branch Police. And if any complaint is made against anybody to 
the officer, he is threatened and ordered to go home, and the next day the 
Special Branch Police would go to his house. ' 

This is how, Sir, the administration of the A.R.P. organisation is 
being carried on, and therefore it requires a thorough overhauling 
immediately. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I rise to move the motion standing 
in my name, namely, the demand of Rs. 8,00,57, 000 for expenditure under 
the head “03 — Extraordinary (’barges in India” he reduced by Rs. 100. 
This is to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government to deal 
effectively with offences relating to civil supplies. 

Sir, we are dealing today with Extraordinary (’barges in India — the 
charges are extraordinary indeed. What can be more extraordinary than 
that a people should have to fight another people’s wnr and should have 
to undergo sufferings, hardships and privation arising out of the war 
conditions— as is happening today in Bengal. Next to the imperialist war 
lords of the East and the West who are primarily responsible for Bengal’s 
sufferings today the other parties who have contributed mainly to the same 
come fiom Clive Street <and Ezra Street, both of Calcutta (Interruptions). 
1 repeat that other parties besides the imperialist war lords of the East 
and the West, who are responsible for Bengal’s sufferings, come from Clive 
Street and Ezra Street. I will try to illustrate the truth of my statement 
by reference to the most anti-social phenomenon, namely, hoarding and 
profiteering. About hoarding by the military and for military purposes — 
the hoarding which allowed rice and other foodgrains to accumulate and 
rot in godowns while people outside were dying like fleas, I shall not say 
more than pointing out that Government did not take proper steps to 
prevent it. Sir, this is an act of omission. And besides this act of omission, 
the Gvernment have also been guilty of acts of commission too. The 
Government in their solicitude for the benefit of Clive Street and Ezra 
Street, which ultimately is for their own benefit, because Clive Street gives 
them votes and Ezra Street contributes to party fund that helps in getting 
votes — the Government have allowed them to exploit the people’s sufferings 
for their own selfish ends. 

Sir, I have said that Clive Street and Ezra Street have been responsible 
for Bengal’s sufferings. Let me first take Ezra Street. It is quite well- 
known in this House and outside and in the press and on platforms it has 
been made abundantly clear that the dealings of Ezra Street in procuring 
rice have not been quite straight — sufficient materials have been made 
available to Government, materials on the strength of which Government 
might haul up* Messrs. Ispahani & Co. Even to dispel the mistrust and 
suspicion that has been created by that firm Government should have taken 
that step. The nonchalant attitude shown by the Government has caused 
great demoralisation in the administrative machinery. I have heard very 
responsible police officials say “what is the nse of funning after small fries 
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when big people go scot-free with huge bank balances without even any 
scratch or bruise upon their persons”. 

Sir, as far as Clive Street is concerned, the industrial magnates of Clive 
Street have been allowed to hoard much beyond their immediate needs when 
people were dying like fleas outside. (Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel: No.) 
They say “No”, but there is proof eh o ugh, there is material enough to 
substantiate the allegation that I make with the full sense of responsibility 
on the floor of the House that Clive Street has been allowed to hoard beyond 
their immediate needs. The result has been that the whole administration 
has been demoralised and people have suffered and died like fleas. 

Sir, in the interest of administration and in the interest of the people, 
proper steps ought to have been taken against these two bodies — Clive 
Street and Ezra Street, the arch offenders of the game. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUS Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the 
failure of the Government to tackle food problem and rationing and tackle 
salt shortage question. 

Sir, the Hon’ hie Civil Supplies Minister and the Government cried 
hoarse in trying to fasten the guilt on the private hoarders. There is some 
truth in it, but during the anti-hoarding drive my experience in my district 
is this. The frozen stock and the stock which was requisitioned in respect 
of paddy and rice were lying in the granaries of private owners under 
requisition orders and were not available to anyone and not utilised for 
the benefit of anyone. These were rotting in the granaries of private 
persons. They were not allowed to take them to the market nor did 
Government utilise them in any manner. Even one month hack my 
information was that in Dinajpur town alone there were 2 lakhs of maunds 
of rice rotting in the Government stores. We heard that telegrams were 
sent from time to time for despatching those rice or paddy stored in 
Government stores to the affected areas but as soon as one telegram readied 
there, another telegram followed asking to stop the despatch. If a telegram 
was to the effect “despatch it to Khulna”, but when the arrangements 
were almost complete, another telegram followed saying “Don’t despatch 
it to Khulna but despatch it to Dacca”. In this way Government bungled 
and the people suffered. My friend Mr. Atul Chandra Sen was saying quite 
properly that we were suffering without any prospect in future for us, but 
it is regrettable that our Ministers are also responsible for these bunglings. 

Sir, about the salt supply in my district I may state that for about 20 
lakhs of people in the district only 10,000 maunds per month have been 
allotted. There are also requirements for the cattle. This is quite 
inadequate — there is no doubt about it. Now, what is the arrangement 
made? Messrs. .Kassem and Ismail were appointed the sole agents for the 
supply of salt to that district. After they, had been appointed the sole 
agents, the District Magistrate wrote to them to give him supply. They 
demanded Rs. 15 for each bag of salt containing two maunds. The controlled 
rate fixed by Government was Rs. 13. The Magistrate with a detailed 
account tried to convince them that even if they sold salt at Rs. 13 per 
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bag, they would get 6 annas and their sub-agents 0 annas as profit. They 
did not care. They threatened the District Magistrate by saying that if 
he would not accept their terms, Dinajpur district would face salt famine. 
In this way for one month and 23 days the negotiations were going on 
between the District Magistrate and the agents. 

Sir, I do not find any necessity for appointing an agent which only 
disturbs the normal arrangements that were prevailing previous to this 
arrangement. I draw the pointed attention of the Hon’ble Minister to see 
that salt which is the only thing which the poor people of our country take 
with their rice is available in adequate quantities and at reasonable price. 

Sir, about the rationing in Calcutta and other places I have only a few 
suggestions to make. The quantity allotted is quite inadequate for persons 
who have to work hard. It may he raised. 

Sir. with these words 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Its. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “(>3 — 
Extraordinary ( 'barges in India” he reduced by Ks. 100. I move this 
motion in order to raise a discussion about Government's failure to secure 
stabilisation of price in the matter of essential commodities consistently 
with the purchasing capacity of the average man. 

Sir, I do not propose to raise any controversial or intellectual issues, 
but J invite the attention of the Minister and of the members supporting 
the Treasury benches to the realities of the province. As lawyers we have 
several times heard that one ton of tales do not alter an ounce of fact and 
the numerous professions and pleadings of the Government notwithstanding, 
the stark and undeniable reality that stands out above everything else in 
this province is that essential commodities including the bare food grains’ 
arc beyond even the jumping range of the ordinary consumer who constitutes 
the hulk of the population. 

Sir, the Hoii’ble Finance Minister on a previous occasion had observed 
that in the present context of things the rich were becoming richer and the 
poor poorer. Now, Sir, the piecemeal, incoinprehensive and, I should also 
add, reckless efforts towards counter-inflationary measures have had the 
only undesirable effect of further tightening up the grip over poverty. 

Sir, Government introduced the policy of helping its own subordinate 
employees with ration at concession rates. This is presumably on the 
assumption that the lower rungs of the ladder in the cadre of services are 
unable to meet their own demands. On the same principle the vast 
majority whose earning is much less than that of the poorest Government 
employee should be subsidised from the public pool. Sir, if Government 
service is essential to the ev Tmn unity, lives of millions of the rate-payers 
are no less so, because if these rate-payers die, who will live? I, there- 
fore, propose that steps should he taken not through - party or political 
perspective hut with the help and assistance of experts in the matter and 
ration of sufficient quantity should be made available at proper and feasible 
rates. For example, rice at rationed quantities must not go beyond Rs. 10 
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per maund and Government must start requisitioning the surplus of big 
producers, dealers and hoarders on that basis. Sir, I would warn the 
Ministry against taking actions themselves, because after all it is not so 
easy to control the laws of the demand and supply and I think the Ministers 
should have no objection to getting the advice and assistance from experts 
on this line, such as, economists, scholars, and traders. On this basis the 
minimum requirements of other commodities also, namely, cloth, salt, 
gur , and sugar per capita ought to be within the reach of the people. 
Once this is done, reactionary prices may be counteracted. 

I hope this one matter which is above, beyond and below party question, 
will receive the scientific, earnest and practical consideration that it 
certainly deserves. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Ext raordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced by Its. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
the dismissal from the A.It.P. services in Chittagong, of Malin Ghosh, for 
having made a speech on the occasion of the last Independence Day on 
January 20, 1944. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Extraordinary charge demand c v R.<F, ’srtfir 

i?fal CTO? (FT331 C?PF ; 4^ (TT^t a. R. P. service 43 

•tPr ctot *to srFptft ftror c^^pt a&itc6 service ctof 

a <?T3?n vow® g& TOrtspi STOtopt srt i ^rPr* bfrcfpr 

A. R. P. service^ cTOF , ®rP5> I TO tfpj bombardment 

* G\ TO) TO A. R., P. service^ iftfs CPC? 4 ^?, G\? TO* 4? 

OTCTO? Cpgl CTO A. R. P.^r CKA A. R. P.s 

CtpPtl WA1 fTON C5h TOFT 'Q ^^FPfT TT? I 'J3 W3 ^ 

pf%p CTO* relief work^ TOlJ TOSS CTO?fTOR I ft*F GY? TO 

TO 4WP OTCTO TOt> ff^frT, fcf? TOT TO 

TOPS (FI A. R. P. cvfr?F resignation ftcS TOT I 4^51 C‘-t? hfrlflTO PTtTO | 

TOr TOt^i c? tos ^t*?n croft ftfevT c®rro rfv Pftpr cro 

to *stro; of<i TO a hiltjtOT sriPu sriPn ^ i pf^rtc^ 

TOR TO, TOF ’TTOS 4W? CTO51, n£P^ 3 TO TO TOP^ — FPF-iJ G?C? ft’CS 1 

cj» cro to 1 . b. cvrrc frorre, to* TOTtfe? to? toi# 

*TP^, ^ C2H fV ^P?T? TOT*?lf*ft TO^’3 TO? 

TOP^ — T$p?<T A. R. P. TOH service^ I 

OHlre ?^TO TO A. R. P. C?ltTOP<T TOt? C?TOi ^R8\, <?TTO <TOiT 
tof TO* <?rTO'3 '•c* Ptfe totcw 1 froths: fofTO to/ ®t: pfaro? 
TOPT Wf31 A. R. P.? TOR# ^ TOft^f — f%f% TOTC^T, (FTTOT ^ 

^fsrR w ardent ^ tfwR (7KPP 8 (TRPP 4TOfl C^FT&I 

enTOT OO «R> 80 «R, CO ^1 60 TOPT C^*tl I ^RTPTT 

^ ; f^:»R first aid 3TTOR ^ ^T?n TOTf (FTTOr 

^tfs^'tPR W tf'R CTOn TO? first aid TO?T 

f% ^to TO Rf?^TO TO bombardment ^U5'3 Wtfa ^tC^<3 
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first aid STfa I W A. R. P.tfs <Rt*PR<fTl 

tsft $*fa *fir tr: 6 ! ^RR ^nr ctot ?nr $Rc*r <r& 

*r5T§ *rf3<3tr*R fro i 

^R*R fe*N CThR ^TOR ^ 4Ti?l TfeFTW 4$ <r A. R. Pr <tC* 
43R *R C^TfTiOT ftC3N TS1 rorc^ ^rtm ^r<r 5th columnist??* JRt^- 

T ofe^v[ C*ftT ron^T I <W <$Rl (R TO (RrtTCT appoint . TOT t5 Rl 
#iwi <?r^ to Ttrtr TO^t^i to ^itftr $r <5fOTt faj-y ?ro ^Itfpr 

&TCST 71^ *ffiR *tl I *W 4T*h #fl ^$R\5ftR$ WffitTO StR *rf* <5tFR Trti* 
TTO*t wqfftfsi *T! *ttR RfOT Tt&CT CTO?! TOT RI I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : OT % ^1 1 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE : ^Tcl 7 ^ sflfo vq^ftc^T ftfa? — Mr. De, 

I. C. S., Deputy Controller - 5 R TOR? ^TtTRl ^TftT n’^T? STfaH *JTRRR vftCT 
’SRT 3 ! < 7 T Ttfif further material fifCS «flft I #t’ 4 W$ Tt^fatiOT f%C*R 
<jg <R^R T^T — 

Mr. SPEAKER : Mr. Mukherjce your time is up. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I bog to move lhat the demand 
of Its. 8, 50.57, 000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Us. 100 to raise a discussion about the 
maladministration of the various sections of the Department of Civil Supply 
and about the failure to check abuse and corruption. 

Sir, with the limited time at my disposal it will hardly be possible for 
me to do justice to the subject that 1 propose to discuss tonight and 1 shall 
only confine myself to a few observations on matters which have received 
more or less public recognition. The first case of maladministration that 
I propose to take up is with regard to the policy that is determined by the 
Department of Civil Supplies from time to time. The House knows and 
members here as well as outside know fully well how the Department had 
signally failed in determining any definite policy or scheme for maintenance 
of supplies in different parts of Bengal. Today they determine one thing, 
tomorrow they change it and~another order is issued. The third day that 
order again is changed and a new order is issued. It is extremely difficult, 
Sir, even for the officials and members of the Government to keep themselves 
abreast of the many changes that are taking place in the orders of that 
department. I shall only state one thing, and that will clarify this issue. 

In regard to the Government’s food plan for 1944 the scheme for the 
procurement and distribution of avian crop was made early in November 
and this was given publicity in the press during the latter part of November 
or in the first week of December. In that scheme among many things it 
was stated that the purchase of rice and paddy would he on behalf of 
Government through a purchasing board consisting of not more than five 
firms of very high standing. It was stated that purchases will also he 
made from the trade and cultivators direct. In reply to questions asked 
in this House a few days ago in connection with the supplementary budget 
the Hon’ble Minister categorically stated that it was the Government policy 
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not merely to purchase through a few big purchasing agents or chief agents 
appointed by Government but also directly through the various Additional 
and Deputy Directors of Civil Supplies and through their staff appointed 
throughout the province. But, Sir, subsequent to that, we have noticed 
a fresh notification not of the nature of a press communique but an advertise- 
ment in the press where cleverly these words have been taken out — the 
words that purchases will also be made from the trade and cultivators direct. 
Many enquiries have been made of us and I claim to keep abreast of 
information so far as the Civil Supplies Department is concerned. I stated 
most emphatically that this was the Government’s policy which was dis- 
cussed with us and announced in the press. But I was confronted with an 
advertisement in the press which says that no direct purchase can be made 
by Government but only every one has to sell through the few selected 
agents of Government, the proteges whom Government wanted to maintain. 
I will not cite any more instances on this point because the maladministra- 
tion of the policy is perfectly clear and where and how this change had been 
given effect to will be an interesting thing to enquire into. 

The second point that I would like to state is with regard to the deter- 
mination of areas and allotment of zones for particular agents. W e find 
that there were four agents ultimately appointed: Messrs. M. Ispahani & 
Co., Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co., Messrs. Daulatram Itoutmull and Raja 
Srinath Roy & Jadhunath Roy. The list shows that while Messrs. Ispahani 
& Co., had been entrusted with the tusk of collecting rice and paddy from 
about It) districts, Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co., were entrusted only w f itb 
four or five districts. Messrs. Daulatram jointly with Messrs. Ispahani & 
Co., in two districts and separately in G districts and Raja Srinath Roy & 
Jadhunath Roy, the only Bengali firm, were allotted only three districts 
and these three also are scarcely surplus districts — they have been allotted 
Mymensingh, Dacca and Bakurganj. Dacca is admittedly not a surplus 
district. Mymensingh from the list that you have shewn is also likely to 
obtain supplies from elsewhere and Bakarganj is another district that they 
have got. Anyway, the wonderful policy that is pursued is revealed from 
the method and manner of allocation of duties to various agents. I would 
like to know what was the consideration fo^. which these allocations were 
made in this apparently inequitable manner. I am not merely complaining 
about the agents; but when we look into the lists of areas allocated to 
different officers of the Civil Supplies Department as zones under the charge 
of respective Additional and Deputy Directors, we are confronted with an 
interesting knowledge of geography of the officers who are in charge of 
this work. W r e find that Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur and Malda are 
under one Deputy Director who is posted at Dinajpur. I don’t quarrel 
with this division so much. Then comes the second group. The districts 
of Rangpur, Rajshahi and Bogra are grouped together. The third is the 
most interesting allocation, viz., Murshidabad, Nadia and Pabna. These 
three districts are tacked together and put under the charge of one officer 
who is stationed at Berhainpore. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S And Jessore also. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, I am coming to that. Probably 
the energetic Civil Supplies Parliamentary Secretary coming from Pabna 
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knows more abtm the secret of Pabna being tacked to Murshidabad 
Similariy we find that one officer has been given as many as seven districts' 
Mi 24-Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly, Birbhum, Burdwan, Bankura anci 
W toTe madT tl ; e d,stricts the largest procurement will 

muue. 1 asKeo tne officers concerned : how is it that vou 
are working m this way? The reply is “We do not know” . We find that 
somebody has marked it on the map saying that that is how the work is 
going to be done. There is another thing. They have divided certain 
districts as surplus and tacked them to certain alleged deficit districts for 

1 i»» «»<■ to *o i„,„ fctaih. I .h „» Z ,£ 

lo .ho*, it an enquiry „ , ],„ w ,|| thi , h „ flhjiot , 

of U » ' '" UU ,h ' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time is up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I have 5 minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Only 2 minutes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I would like to know from the Hon’ble 
imster am I now put these in the form of questions-on what principle 
was this cordoning done of certain districts as districts where purchases 
ere mate. Why was it that the unfortunate districts of Murshidabad 
and lessor* were left without cordon thereby enabling anybody and every 
body to have tree scope of business in that area for months past? I fad 
understand when from the Government’s own confidential notes circulated 
tha Murshidabad ami Nadia are not considered to be sufficing 

dis'trictT'' why nT'“" H se “ di ”K rice to Nadia fr'om o 1 or 

mstTuts, why ISadiu is without any cordon. 

The second thing that I would 'like to know is how and why tiovern- 

diff Tr r", Wltl ‘ tlle cou, P laillt s made from time to time from 

lfterent districts and different parties. Ls there any machinery set up for 

regularly listening or attending to complaints? Is there any machinery 
for hearing objections and appeals? I submit that so far as our experience 
goes, the big bosses of the Civil Supplies Department think too high of 
emselves and they never allow anybody to come near them to put inborn- 

th. rlnM U a ( 'w y Wh ,° * S Und6r them If 9U P er * or officers have got 
hat mentality hat everything that is going ou below them is 0 K and 

l n0 /° ffi K^ ntS mU8t be heard ’ then t0 the Apartment and Ze 

e on e Minister in charge who is in charge of such a set of officers ! 
aeat [y thlS 8ta8e the m6mber baving reached the tirae-liniit resumed his 

iuto M t r Le P ?h A amW HA I S'. « I was slowly st'reaming 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will have seven minutes. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Thank you, Sir. 

25 * 
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I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 under the head 

— Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion* about (1) the failure of the 
Government’s scheme for rationing in the province and (2) the abuses 
in connection with the maintenance, administration, expansion and re- 
organisation of the Department of Civil Supplies. 

Sir, the Civil Supplies Budget consumes such a large slice of the resources 
of the province that one could without importunity discuss many vital 
matters connected with the Civil Supplies Budget tonight for hours 
especially after the terrible famine which visited the province last year. 
We have been told that famine has been lifted. Has it been lifted? Even 
today, the ceiling price for rice in areas rationed is more than Rs. 10 per 
maund and in areas mentioned by my honourable friend, there is no question 
of rationing as there the black market is the only market available to the 
people, the supply is deficient and the price of rice is in the neighbourhood 
of Rs. 20 per maund. 

Sir, as I was sitting patiently on benches now adorned by my honourable 
friends in March last year, and as T was listening to the oration 
of iny honourable friend, the Education Minister, he was threatening the 
province with dire revolution, bloodshed, riot and so on when rice was selling 
at Rs. 13-8 per maund. That revolution has not come unless it is a revolu- 
tion in the machinery and organisation of the administration. The other 
night, Mr. Speaker, I had the temerity and audacity to put a few' questions 
to one of those gentlemen, second in the list, perhaps, in the Council of 
Ministers adorning the Treasury benches and since 1 have not had the 
privilege of the last word under the rules, 1 was accused of whimsicality and 
third class humour. Sir, I do not claim for myself the privilege of possessing 
humour. Let that monopoly belong to my friend, the Finance Minister 
only who I am sure has not yet forgotten Ben Johnson’s wonderful drama — 
Every Man in his Humour. I need not repiy to his charge of whimsicality 
because I have never regarded my honourable friend as a pattern of sanity 
or sobriety. 

Mr. Speaker, so far as this cut motion is concerned, it is perfectly well- 
known to everybody in this province that, the rationing system which has 
been limited to three articles has not proved that success which was adver- 
tised for it. In fact the quality of foodstuff supplied beggars ull description 
Member after member in the course of the Budget session complained against 
the locality in which these foodstuffs were carelessly stored. No reply 
whatever has been forthcoming from the Treasury benches. It was once 
assumed that the Government of India which was responsible for the supply 
of 6,500 tons of foodstuffs to Calcutta was also responsible for the despatch 
of this quality of rice which is not evn fit for consumption of beasts of burden. 
My honourable friend, the Leader of the European group, who is accustom- 
ed to giving testimonials to the present Ministry from time to time and 
thereby effecting injections to pulseless patients said the other night that the 
responsibility for despatch and receipt was the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment of India. I am corrected by my friend, Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, 
that he said, “ought to be the responsibility of the Government of India”. 
Unfortunately, Sir, the spokesman of the Government of India elsewhere 
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made it absolutely clear that the responsibility for the supply of this rotten 
quality of rice and atta to this province is the responsibility of the receiving 
Government, namely, the Government of Bengal. I should like to, with 
your permission, read the reported statement of the spokesman of the 
Government of India on this point. Replying to the charge he said that 
“the quality of foodgrains supplied to deficit areas from the surplus areas' 
was not the responsibility of the Central Government”. Mr. Sen stated 
that the responsibility of arranging for inspection before despatch of food- 
grains from the supplying areas with a view to ensuring about its quality 
was that of the provincial Government and not that of the Central 
Government 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Under the present system. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable friend says, 
“Under the present system”, but there is no mention of “under the present 
system” here 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 tell you that was not the 

past system. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable friend is distin- 
guishing between the past and the present. That distinction is always 
available but the present Ministry is a flux between the past and the 

future (l)r. Nalinaksiia Sanyai, : When did the system begin?) (At 

this stage the green light was on.) Sir, the green light is on and I 

have only to mention one thing about m> charges of corruption in connec- 
tion with the maintenance, administration, expansion and reorganisation 
of the Department of Civil Supplies. This budget makes an extra provision 
of Rs. 08 lakhs for the purpose: I have been told that for Calcutta alone my 
honourable friend, the Civil Supplies Minister, lias made 10,00(1 appointments 
and for the province 00,000. 1 should like to know from him on what basis 

these recruitments have been made, because charges of conniption and 
co-ercion are absolutely immanent in the system where the Hon’ble Minister 
changes his mind from day to day and from night to night and regales the 
province with a plethora of rules and regulations. 

Sir, there is just one point which lias been mentioned by my honourable 
friend, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri. He mentioned about “point-rationing”, — a‘ 
technical expression. What he meant was that the Hon’ble Minister has 
no right to demand of the rice-eating people of the province that they must 
not eat rice ! He has no right to take away their right to eat rice and rely 
on alternative foodstuff : such as wheat and hajra. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir. I beg to move that the demand of Rs, 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India”, be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion about the 
distribution of cloth and blanket by the executive officers generally and 
particularly in the Satkhira subdivision in the district of Khulna. 

Sir, I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure 
under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India”, be reduced by 
Rs. 100. I Wove this motion to raise a discussion about Government’s 
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timfarre in taking effective steps to solve the problem of civil supply, parti- 
nwffarly of the following commodities, namely, good rice, sugar and kerosene 
*il. 

Sir, ever since control was introduced in this province sugar and kerosene 
•have not been available. Now, Sir, it has been stated by different speakers 
*how corruption has been rampant in ‘the mofassil. Everybody knows, Sir, 
^hat the police is corrupt and absolutely dishonest in this province. Bui 
mow we are surprised to bear that even I.C.S. and B.C.S. officers are corrupt. 
‘We have recently had evidence of that in the prosecution of several I.C.S. 
and other officers of Government. There is one Mr. Menon of the Indian 
Civil Service who was at one time an officer in my constituency. I com- 
plained against his dishonest conduct to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Police Department of the previous Government as well as to Sir 
tNazimuddin 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Should you permit names to be 
mentioned of officers who cannot come and defend themselves here? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not desirable, Mr. Banerji. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: All right, Sir. But it is a matter of common 
’knowledge that many officers of Government are dishonest. Sir, I shall 
cite one instance. I shall take the case of the district to which Sj. Manindra 
^Bhusan >uriha belongs, — l mean the district of Bankura. The allotment 
6T sugar for that district is 1,600 maunds of which one-half is meant for 
towns and the other half is meant for rural areas. The population of the 
municipal area is 50,000 while the population of the rural area is 1,150,000. 
We cannot imagine how 800 maunds of sugar will do for 1,150,000 people 
while 50,000 people in three subdivisions get 800 maunds of sugar. Now, 
-Sir, it is well-known that this sugar is also distributed in the town because 
we have no alternative. Whenever people approach them, they say that 
there is no stock, but immediately afterwards we find that sugar is given 
to the favourites afld they sell in the black market at a very high rate. 
The Government controlled rate is 7 annas a. seer but it is a well-known 
fact that in some districts in the mofussil sugar is sold at Rs. 1-8 and Rs. 1-12 
n seer. That is exactly the state of affairs. If Government is really 
^honest, it is its duty to see that sugar is substituted by </ur. Gur is sold 
•in the neighbouring province of Bihar at 2 annas a seer. If Government 
brings that gur as substitute, the people of Bengal will give the present 
Government their blessings, but Government will not move an inch. This 
is about sugar. 

Now, Sir, I will speak about kerosene oil. Tw r enty-two gallons of 
•kerosene oil have been allotted for 2,200 families, that is, one gallon for 
one hundred families. That is also not given. On the basis of 50 per cent, 
^or the town and 50 per cent, for the mofussil, you can well imagine how 
it is possible for these 1,150,000 people to manage. The whole country is 
practically going dark. 

Sir, the distribution of other commodities is also very irregular and 
inequitable. Several complaints have been made here by the people of 
Calcutta. We have heard of Hobson’s choice. There was a stable-owner 
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in London who used to deal in horses. You must go and give him the 
money but you cannot make any choice of horses. Whatever Mr. Hobson* 
gives, you have to accept it. Similar is the case with controlled shopsv 
There are shops which do not keep sun-rice but they only keep boiled rice 
and you must accept it. Sir, I do not complain about a Ha and rice, but 
I say this much that a Hindu widow does not take boiled rice and it is no* 
use supplying her with boiled rice as she cannot take it. It is a ridiculous* 
state of affairs. You will be surprised to hear that there is a general coxni- 
plaint that they pile things in Government stores also. It is reported in* 
today’s paper that one Mr. Yusuf Ali, Manager of a Government Store, 
was fined Rs. 500 by the Senior Deputy Magistrate of Midnapore as he was 
found guilty of mixing sand with rice. So long we have heard that sand, 
could be mixed with atta, sugar or salt, but be started mixing sand with*, 
rice. This was done in a Government shop. 

Sir, the other day Mr. Suhrawardy said that he himself had seen so 
many lakhs of maunds of paddy lying on the railway platform, but he also 
knew that a portion of it was afterwards removed to Chetla. It was unfit, 
for human consumption but it has been mixed up and that is being sold. 
Sir, I brought some sample the other day for presentation to the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Sir, this is a state of affairs which everyone knows but there is no. 
remedy. Everyone looks up to the Hon’ble Minister to set things right 
but t lie II on’ble Minister does not take tilings seriously. When the com*- 
plaint is made, he will say at once that it is propaganda. Rut he has his 
persona] eye and I request him to place his hands on his breast and say 
in the name of God or Allah whether it is a fact or whether he will shut 
his eyes like the proverbial ostrich and kill people in the country as he has» 
done. They are heading for a crisis and it is time to cry halt. It is time 
that the Hon’ble Minister should see things for himself. 

Sir, there is no time. I will say another thing about the distribution* 
of blankets and cloths. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, with these words I move my motion. 

Mr. I. G. KENNEDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, recently official news of ‘the 
food situation in Bengal has been decidedly scanty, and I think the House* 
is entitled to know from the Hon’ble Minister how Government’s plans are, 
working before it is asked to vote this grant. In particular we want to 
be sure that the money we vote will be well used, and that its expenditure 
will, as far as possible, secure for every man, woman and child in the 
province a fair share of the available foo^J. We also want to be reassured 
that no stone is being left unturned to ensure greater cultivation of food 
crops so that our dependency on outside sources of supply are lessened* 
particularly at a, time when the transport system of India is so overloaded. 

Let us take stock of the position. The aman crop has been bountiful, 
but much of it still remains to be secured, and a recent statement in this 
Connection by the Food Member in the Council of State is disquieting. Met 
said that the bulk of the grain in Bengal still remains in tho hands of 
growers who are holding it for gain. 
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This, Sir, is serious news and confirms reports from many parts of the 
mufassal. Government must face up to the situation and be prepared to 
act boldly in the matter of making the cultivators disgorge their surpluses, 
otherwise the outlook for the province is indeed grim. 

Hoarding for gain can be eliminated only when hoarders are convinced 
that they have nothing to gain by holding on, and so Government’s first 
step must be to make price control effective and stop, as far as possible, 
black market outlets. This is no easy task administratively and it requires 
the willing assistance of the general public of Bengal. 

Along with the tightening up of price control, consumer goods of the 
type required by the rural population must be made available in adequate 
quantities to stimulate the sale of foodgrains. At the present time money 
has little value or meaning in the mufassal for there is little or nothing 
which it can buy. There is thus no immediate incentive to exchange rice 
or other foodgrains for cash. 

A feature of price control to which I would draw Government’s atten- 
tion is that no retail prices of rice have been fixed outside the rationed 
area. If the grower’s price is fixed, and the wholesale merchant’s and the 
rice mill's, surely it is unfair to allow the retailer to make what profit he 
likes on his sales. Control of a commodity demands the pegging of prices 
at all important stages in the chain of distribution, and it is difficult to 
see why the retailer has been left out, for he is a most important link in 
that chain. 

Sir, the procurement of the ainan crop is the main pre-occupation of 
Government, for its price cannot be controlled or its fair distribution 
ensured unless Government have physical hold over proper supplies. Certain 
buying agents have been appointed and w r e should like to know how their 
purchasing programme is proceeding and if Government are satisfied with 
the stocks so far secured. We should also like to know to what extent 
trade channels are being used, for it seems to us that unless these function 
normally up to the stage of the secondary markets, Government will be 
faced with an intricate transport problem, and the small growers will find 
it difficult to market their grain. It must be remembered that it is the 
trade which collects rice from the small growers and moves it by bullock 
cart or boat to the important centres of distribution. I do not think any 
hastily improvised Government organisation is likely to do this work 
successfully. 

Then Sir, there is the question of storage of procured supplies, and we 
should like to hear from the Hon’ble Minister what arrangements have 
been made to house them adequately. It is of little use for Government to 
buy large quantities of rice if these cannot be properly stored, and so 
deteriorate. Certain ominous notices in the press inviting tenders for 
Government stocks of foodgrains give the unpleasant impression that there 
is a lot of bad food in the province. Grain unfit for human consumption 
can, I know, be used for feeding cattle, but such sfocks are much more 
likely to find their way into the hands of unscrupulous dealers who will 
use them for purposes of adulteration. The health of Bengal is bad enough 
without being further threatened by the indiscriminate release of tainted 
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foodstuffs. We should like to know how Government view this matter, 
and what is done to ensure that bad grain disposed fo by them is not being 
foisted on the general public. 

In surveying the general food situation we have to be thankful for the 
assurance of the Government of India that they will take care of supplies 
for Greater Calcutta. This is a great help to the Bengal Government, but 
I would like to point out that it is not in Calcutta alone that the success 
or failure of their food administration will be judged. No scheme of food 
distribution can be considered adequate unless supplies are assured to the 
inhabitants of the remotest village, at controlled rates. We should like 
to hear from the Hon’ble Minister how food distribution is proceeding in 
the mofussil, and if the arrangements for transporting rice from surplus 
to deficit districts are now working smoothly. 

A final word on the administrative machinery of food distribution. 
This has been strengthened, but we in this party feel that it is still 
inadequate. In particular, the Civil Supply Department lacks an enforce- 
ment branch. Sir, it is useless to issue orders and directives if they can- 
not be carried out effectively, aud we fear that the idea still prevails that 
once an order has been published, the job is as good as done. Orders in 
plenty pour from the Civil Supply Department, but how many of them get 
to the stage of being rigorously enforced. 

This matter of enforcement cannot be delayed ; otherwise present 
opportunities will pass and Bengal will again slide into the morass of tragic 
muddle from which it has so recently and painfully emerged. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR H08SAINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, A. R. P. 

fasted * *t^rr YiHtra ^ fa 0\m tto ^Tfar- 

<3 otrrm TOTO fa: Progressive Mmistryc* 

fa*n fa: faR c* 

A. R. P. yrTOfttro *ttfr ^rfars rti i atm ■Rtfwyffa 

’3 fa: yr*rcR wsrre froffac?R a — “iwyRcto cn 

toy w i” eft 

TO fc SR ^JTfTf'oTsR ?Z r 5 C'tttffeCTO iR 9 eft waft Minister 

form ^-TT3 C'dRfaCTO I IVs Minister TOR <7f 

«ttTO **C*T A. R. P.r JTO4RCTO TOCS fa''fa 

a toyi, t^^r Yfipret* fof =rt:a r? aft i to: met crort wr- 

f^sf 4 TO C5CA CTOl WO* 1>WC% I Ministers* fa*5 TO specific case fe«tfT5 

^'3 ^5t*l * CWta YCTO Ot$ I TO: ?>TTOR TOtCW* TOCTOT1 

TfTOl 'YffaTOCTO, fa0VCTO YN" TV) Yfac\5CTO I 

fa: YTY3 fTOte sfipretf TO YTO *8\ COCW 5b\ 

itm Opposition Leader fa: YflTY'ft Y *nt* ’ftfaplffa 
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$ ww ftTw «gt fb^ 7rtfa w*rr 7re- 

ftre^r ftr% trsotr ftr*R reftre ccftr *rrfa ^Tfftnpffa ^rf*rfi cwiz » ft >r*7^H arc? 
ft: food supply^ bR qT‘f 7<ftSR 7 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ctw \8\ tfata fen i st<r*R am: ^^re *t$c* <$* srfip re tg ft 

rem^r 3 *rejftn rereft ttn ?tre >oc\ tftn i stn 

'Q W*I5 CW 5 ^ RFR’ C7R 7ft ^tft — ^tft Wtft ST^pi P<T re«T *fft ;>|,0 frftR 
C^fCT 0110 fflTl *1*7 73 ScSifipf I ^t^iR Tfa] supply rationing 7 ^$ 

4* Ministry? *74 TOW I 4*tt3 reftWlftfCS 

tffes -pT ^c\ EM* §*tre ftoft strew i ?fis7 Fftrrew fire <7fa ^rp 
’rmrerc *rerm& «rft i 

Sir, Hon’ble Mr. ore* Hon’ble Sir. vrffsraftfft tr’srre^ 47snt73 4*ftre 

*71 1 ftrs ftre* jj:c^ to* *rere tos* reft^r 0*1(7 n;*rtt Hon’ble 

Mr. Surhawardy Supply ftbtC^K Sft fro^ reft* c*TC7* = t“^fl 

7rew t ^ cn ftftfc tor ret ?fere froft ftm 
CV3711 TOR^fa C*ft *71 > WCRt retl ft(7 ftf7 ^reTTft '3 fa?f ft>*-07C^ ^^ttftT - 
£T$r* 7ww*7 4^3 reftreosR i f7$ ttot *ttor 75^1 ^Rfe 

<3ft ^fri ft^u ^rft 4*ftre *7i ft*n *ftfirefa *1 i ^trtr *t^to7 

ftrv 3 7»7 , 77ir^tC<R sftjftl ft#7 ft?1 *fftsifuo TOT7 ft©' fw 

TftT CTfWWI Sir, refttsftfa ctrR ^ vftRi, tnffo 

'3 *fe \wl*f *n^ c!?crcto^^ faiRj ^ 

<tf*M ~«C5K ^ stre vrir.fM ^f^i crtRi ^osw i ^ tjrtr ^t:?n 

Otr'l^ ^f'5 c t WC 6 ^ Ministry ^Rl ftwWR 'SRl <iR: Parliamentary Secretary 

ftWM 5RT TftTl =Tt*^n 07^ t-our (Rf®W ^t ’^1 yppsfrS? 

V 7 ! ^ W$] m*t* C^t*7 SWrTt ifc | WCt^T WWMW J& *$<*$( 

Parliamentary Secretary ft ^rftW^T Literate stjtRH Tftl^l v||r?F | 

cTOFfrtft/'M fti^R ftw?r ^tv," ^ ^rft Ttwr ftrOTrs *rs 

^fftlCv* *T» Parliamentary (TTCOjr&tlt^ ^tiTTS v ftR*T ^ftl r 5^ r 5fR stre ^P'* 

Literate mpt* p i 

^ ft: ^fwftR 5f*i arf^Ntft, fii'-^n 

^fft (TTiRt^^f^ cfcf cS*t^r strs ^fa?n btsts f^?t^ i 

c’lftttrf^ c^*iv stre *ff3Rfa cr:"fw ^rrft ^rrftnri ^tvst^r c^nrts f% ^rftn ; tSr 

Hon’ble Minister <iR *tff> ?K, >f^ vf^p, (Tmrc^T^, ^^ t *7 # 

*T^t(P^ ^^5 1 Hon’ble Mr Khan ^ff^t stC5 ^Ttftpi waiting room^CS 

STTRr TOW^T CR 77 $tsft7 m TOR I Hon’ble Mr. Khan 

*TM Offtre ^^T^R 7C?R I 'SRWR refuse I rel7 

'***$ ^TOI ?ft falTftTR 7rf^3 55ireR C? “rR W^5T 57 ! W^TO'R 7^j 05^17 
^ Tftlltft, C5TOF 7TO7 TWft I” 7W7® ret7 T5 m wtflr^ ^TflOT 
W7T *mR 'S $f¥C4A 7 ft5lR7 5tftre Hon’ble Mr, Khan ^Tsfpi > N tfTR reft »fc7t 
e^rr^pRit firc» ^or— < a^ Jirrw ^tf% fiRR » ^w^fnsnR’fl?! 
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ftwfo 'sffin? wr ''tw* sr 4 $ Sro 5rs%«n ?nn ’rt’rtwr 
>pra t::4? sc * srf^3 to tsfcn ft tot awm wi 1 , s(tft two 
*Jc^ ^c^flsi ca <t‘?n crc*t f%3R c^tus *n c^fca 4^r; c*fi.*5 *n c*ltti 

^ sftrtc* siwlCT tot? 'amr R=T rs CTyufir ck* ckn fan e«fwc$ 

^ ’’ts^n CtCTO 4? =rrfir ftftSfel JO 5M Minister >3 ><l SR 'IT^tRkfV C'lCA^t^i 

sr'4cTO farn jt:to 'arRc*! ctfars^H i Sir, 

c^fi *Tr? arsR ^frpr c^rfayR f^wta ttS *froi srfroi *pr5t«f 'tfa'-rs rests 

'JpR CaMtflw fi((,s?c^ f%5jRC«tCt '3 ^TtRt I f-?fT4ft'f ijfTOt 

f?iat%^T I 4? 3'ft S <5t5lm Parliamentary^ C^WST 5?fc9t<T — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, I wish to speak a few 

words with regard to some of the points raised in the course of this debate. 

Though I am not on friendly terms with the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, yet 1 cannot but congratulate him for undertaking 
the herculian task of tackling the most urgent and unprecedented food 
problem with courage, determination and devotion to duty and for his ably 
handling the situation almost successfully fighting with the Central 
Government and bringing the situation under control as far as humanly 
possible. His honest effort was helped by Providence through the inter- 
vention of His Excellency Lord Wavell and the Military Department. Had 
not the Hon'ble Minister boldly stood this acid test the consequence would 
have been disastrous. Though there are many loopholes here and there, 
these ought to have been overlooked for greater good achieved. As an 
observer, keeping aside all criticism, I wish to suggest a few remedial 
measures which require immediate rectification. Foodstuff that is being 
supplied is sometimes found to be unfit for human consumption. In 
Calcutta, I found, only unboiled rice is supplied to some shops and the 
proportion of broken rice is greater than that of the whole grain. Two 
kinds of rice should be supplied in each shop. Kerosene oil and mustard 
oil should also be rationed. Rice milled in Chittagong is simply detached 
from husk and not at all polished and even husks remain intact. Last time 
also I mentioned about this in my Budget speech and represented this fact 
to the local authorities but to no effect. The next is the supply of bajra 
and foar. During the last year we were forced to eat them. We the town® 
—-people have no grinding stone (jata) or dheki to make them eatable. A 
general complaint arose that bajra products were not congenial to the 
health of the rice-eater. So bajra shouldLe excluded from supply of food- 
grains, specially to the people of East Bengal. 

As regards purchase of paddy and rice the policy adopted in Bengal 
has not been clearly defined and notified in the press. There are instances 
in the district of Chittagong of purchasing paddy by requisition even now 
and compelling "the growers and owners to take them to the Chittagong 
town and deliver them at the godown of mill-owner and Government. The 
risk is serious and transportation difficult. W r e have not come across any 
such order prevailing in other places except Chittagong. Hon’ble Minister 
stated in his reply to starred question No. 103(2), dated 18th February,. 
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1944, that “agriculturists who have more than their needs are being 
persuaded to part with their surplus stocks for sale or to loan it out to their 
needy neighbours”. This order should be strictly followed by the local 
officers. The system of requisition should be stopped and purchase should 
be made in the open market or through voluntary sale. When persuasion 
fails then only requisition should be made. 

In this connection I highly appreciate the free feeding of the destitutes 
by the Calcutta Muslim Chamber of Commerce and other organisations. 
In Chittagong the Calcutta Muslim Chamber of Commerce fed over 1,000 
destitutes and supplied 2»>0 children daily with milk in all 5 different centres 
in the villages for 2 months from November 15th to January 14th last. 
For this charity they have earned the everlasting gratitude of the people 
of Chittagong. As regards supplying free standard cloth and blankets we 
appreciate the noble projects of the Government. In each union about 100 
cloth pieces of and 40 blankets were distributed free in the Chittagong dis- 
trict. Particularly Mr. M. M. Stuart, the District Magistrate of Chittagong, 
was kind enough to hand over to me 2,716 pieces of standard cloth for free 
distribution within the Chittagong Municipal area. I took up this trouble- 
some work and volunteered my services and traversed the area from one 
corner to another and examined the real destitutes and delivered the cloth 
to the proper and most deserving persons. But I could not meet the full 
demand of the poor, thousands left out. Specially fishermen require more 
cloth though 1 gave them more than their quota according to population 
basis. The District Magistrate has given full quota according to popula- 
tion basis, yet it was inadequate. 

Besides, the Calcutta Muslim Chamber of Commerce has sent 17 bale9 
of standard cloth and 2 bales of shirting and about 3,000 blankets for free 
distribution within the district of Chittagong. In Bengal the Chamber has 
distributed Bs. 70,000 worth blankets for which we accord our grateful 
thanks to that Chamber. 

Over and above All-India Women’s Relief Committee was kind enough 
to run a Free Milk Canteen at Chittagong town and also contributed lls. 250 
for free gift of clothes to the babies and Its. 100 for the treatment of sick 
babies. Two hundred and eighty babies were supplied with 1 yard shirting 
each, the Government supplied 100 saris to the mothers of the babies 
through Mrs. D. G. Gumming (wife of Colonel Gumming) a most philan- 
thropic lady, President of the All-India Women’s Belief Committee, Branch 
Chittagong. Khan Bahadur Farid Ahmed Choudhuri has also very kindly 
presented 100 grey shirts to the babies and the Royal Air Force has also 
made a gift of some frocks to the babies so the babies attending the Free 
Milk Canteen of the All-India Women’s Relief Committee have been well 
provided. In lliis connection I must express my gratitude to Mrs. Shamsun 
Nahar Mahmood, a member of the Standing Committee of All-India Women’s 
Conference, Branch Calcutta, for her keen interest and great help she has 
tendered in starting this Milk Canteen at Chittagong. 

Last of all, I would like to know from the Hon’ble Minister at wbat 
price the Government of India have been purchasing rice through different 
provinces, at what rate that rice is being sold in Calcutta and in other plaoes 
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of Bengal, what is the profit that they and other provincial Governments 
have been making by sucking the blood of Bengal. There is nothing 
published in the newspapers regarding the prices charged by other 
Provincial Governments and the prices prevailing in those provinces them- 
selves. I hope the Hon’ble Minister would be pleased to enlighten us on 
these points. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish 1 could 
join with the previous speaker in congratulating my Hon’ble friend 
Mr. Suhrawardy. I think I voice the sentiment of the entire House that 
if this department were run properly, every one in this House would vie 
with one another in congratulating him, because on the proper administra- 
tion of this department depends our even -day life — high and low. 

Sir, I had been thinking, as 1 was listening to the speeches made this 
evening, particularly when Mr. Kennedy asked, what is the programme and 
how is the policy and programme progressing? The proper question to ask 
would be: Ls the department competent enough, has the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge or the Ministry any power to implement even what they propose 
to do? Sir, there is an Anti-Hoarding and Anti-Profiteering Ordinance 
which covers the necessities of life oilier than those for which separate 
departments are functioning. Are the Government prepared to take the 
help of the public in administering that Ordinance for the benefit of the 
people of this province? 

Sir, the jceiling prices of articles are fixed. We know the ceiling prices 
of cloth — the wholesale price and the retail price -are fixed, but is Govern- 
ment seeing to it that these ceiling prices are maintained in the actual field? 
We know, Sir, that the price is stamped on the cloth, hut the wholesaler 
refuses to sell lo the retailer at t hut price. If lie goes to the wholesaler, 
the wholesaler would tell him that it has been sold to somebody. The 
result is, these retailers have got to negotiate with those people and pay 
extra price for the purpose of getting the supply. 

Then, in the matter of Anti-Hoarding and Anti-Profiteering Ordinance 
an officer is working, but is he getting public assistance? There was a 
helpeis’ committee, I understand, but is it functioning at all? I think 
Mr. Kennedy said that without public assistance it was not possible for Gov- 
ernment officers to enforce any programme. The whole question is, is the 
Ministry going to take public assistance? Sometime I have wondered within 
myself, either the Ministry has not got complete power, cannot have their 
own way, or there is some reason, best known to them alone, why the things 
are not worked in the way that the people of the province would like. Let 
the Minister and the Ministry take the House into confidence and let them 
tell us w r hat is the exact position. Have they not got sufficient power to 
enforce price control, at least of the barest necessities of life? Even if they 
have, they are not exercising it. We find that they notify some prices but 
they do not take any step to enforce those prices. They cannot possibly 
avoid the only irresistible inference that for some reason, best known to 
them, they do not want to enforce them. 

Sir, the second thing is this. Today, we know that for want of kerosene 
the poor people are suffering. I had been to the interior of the Daoca 
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district for the purpose of arranging what help I could. I heard that people 
were attacked with malaria and other diseases. I asked a certain local 
doctor who was then available to give them help without minding for his 
fees for which I undertook to make arrangements. He came and reported, 
4< 1 went there in the evening, but I could not examine the patients. There 
were no kerosene lamps. With some jute sticks lighted we went, but it 
was not possible to examine the patients”. 

Sir, I should also like to mention again as the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Industries Department, did not think it worth 
taking notice that the poor agriculturists who ply the handloom in the 
evening in order to supplement their income cannot do that for want of 
kerosene. Why cannot that be arranged? I mention this because I 
remember that in a meeting the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy said, “I am going 
to take steps: Government is going to make arrangements for the distri- 
bution of kerosene and to stop profiteering that is going on.” That was at 
Dacca. I ask again, have you got the power? I see, nothing is done. 

Then, Sir, I would also mention about salt. The price of salt has been 
fixed at Its. 11-10 per maund. Five firms have been given the right to 
import salt. I know you cannot get out of them any salt unless you pay 
them 15 rupees. Either the Government know this or if they do not, they 
must lav themselves open to charge of utter incompetence. In the mofussil, 
we know, many people take rice only with a pinch of salt; even that they 
cannot get now. Can the Ministry, for one moment remain unalert to a 
question like this? Let them take the House into confidence and let them 
tell us what they are going to do with regard to cloth, with regard to salt 
and with regard to kerosene which are the most crying needs at the present 
moment. 

Then again, Sir, there is a Provincial Textile Board. What is its func- 
tion? How is it that with regard to cloth we cannot get it sent out to the 
interior, we cannot get the proper stamping on the cloth, there is undue 
delay, and all that? Sir, my 'time is short, otherwise I could have specifically 
given instances showing that at every step Government is neglecting or 
bungling for reasons best known to them. 

Now, Sir, what is the function of the Provincial Advisory Board of the 
Textile Department we should like to know. I would request the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department to tell the House what 
exact steps they are taking. They should at least see that the different 
orders which they issue from time to time are complied with. 

Sir, with regard to the cancelling of licences of the dealers of cloth, 
something wrong is going on. We are hearing of very ugly rumours about 
what is happening. We want to know why no steps are being taken so that 
cloths may be available in all parts of the province in sufficient quantities 
at controlled rates. 

'Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: srtsT^a jpsMfe ntcro, ««*rr TOTOtlTO 

ft op at ftewfeic* wfls ftreM 

TO <tSl TOTOlCTO TOTOtCTO 

ft* to i *w«r 4* ftrstof* f%^r ftts ott fNtfc 
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K*t$ tsfr *f*i n* *t? *i i 4 fro wi ^rt**n c*n* nrofc fan* 

«PW3 i ctn 4$ *m wretcr? rttfar r*? *** c*R c* *na$ c* 

**r? rt? ‘fails' *rt^ i 4** *c* c4T*f eTfo 1 ^ *t? *tn *t*«n om c* t^iSw* 
*t®rf 6c«ft^ oico *;nr<rc*s *r*r vm *rfa *i of* 

^mi fapprstofc wr fa c*. *51*1 nfo *:nt<r* ^5 *1, <*$**■? 

*jrt isfoi *;nt** *1 1 $t* *w <Rtwt* fatei ***3 

($om T *rs?tl»I TO* TO05 *ttt? *1 1 (Laughter.) 

^tor Rtfa 4 $ tprc? *ft **r^ i5t^ — Rffa <?rfar*3 nw 4$ vTOi 

^tr.sn cf tR TOrft— 4tato *tt* *T:*i on crorS^ TOnrsRfcs 5t* :— (A voice ; 

c**?tg* to' fa vsi' faTOtfamc**?) yjt* *pt* r ^ fa* fa: ^r*p *s*t* 
fafafat 5T* C* t tc*$ faOTC^* I \5ft ^tt*T<J *1*1 TORI $t* TO# ^**t§TOR^ *ptfaf$ 
toes> or, -3 <rtsr? TO? fa|# *s i fa: farfafat *t;*t*, 

( 5*1 ^ftffa 's w*<\' c*itor gfa ctor *r^t* ®fs» c* ^ 

cro* p ro t o re * 0 ** to *s ? ton to? yrro* TO? *n-rof* 5 -ps ?c* •ffawr 

C*tTOT ( 7 fr 5 t*T TO 5 TOff^ C* '$? TORTOt# *TO — <* 9 * ^Tt **03 £Tf% TOjfaji TO 
W 5 far *1, ^TfPR ^ T f% (TTfa $fv fa 31 TO §fi&$ % I C* TOt** 

TO*? s *to' ctoto TOJtn farfafafat ar*roro tot* *ot ai'9*t*c^^fr 

#. » * 

«Tfs5 *r^Bp (?f5* 3PT (^t?.^ <R7.o v5t* ^ SftT* ft?, I 

T^tfa ii^ ^rwn? fa-otc^ *^rt* ^ 4*; 

•3TOTT frcsMj vftn* ^srfan 'tfaror* feir* 

'3 <tfac^ Q3tfa ^far^jT^ 'StTl ^J < ?*1 - t ^ftc* I U tc** •4 5 fff’ c ? rtr 5 T^ fV^ 

4ft*1 ft? ^ ir 5 *rtf%<f ^T ^faRt 5 ! 5^, “co-W’r "5fa falRl 

in r t[tc=R c?rt^ ^ -sr-stn fa<^ ^•tt:* w?/?n 

/ 'f\5 fc ) e<r^ *<1 fa 7 ^^ (7T5 C ? ft < f ; C^ ; T ST-TT (?\ fa^ s Tt T r ■^'(.‘’^TC?!* 

^ && fac^fe, or ii^sm i T?mw ym* ^Sfan^ 

v *\*i cyfaroorfer Tfftr?' ^fa to or i fa fa =r? #t^ 3 ^rt^fi faR 

5 fa? (/art* f? OR *Ttt‘ | fa* ^tr.? fan* ORt^ W$W^ C*t? r C? r faCT ^T? 

C5t* (RCT*i >?tcar far? c*R ?^c<f ^Rt* fare** i 

’tfaff^c^iinnn ort*ae*. ‘'fn^n fa*f *i c*r* far^" fares st* *i. 

etlfacs^ cn 4W* t>kl4 C*t*r, fa»f* *farf , *far*t?C^ *CB* — ‘‘*twi *tfa 
^n*^ farf *tt9c?l faftgf, «rWT faOtrtTfr ^5t* *rc? faR “l" i)^ 0 ^* <ftWt?ll 
. *y C*^ *t* fa3Rj*Ftffa *t#t fate? Ttfar? — ^tr*t^n ; ste*r TCP — crr=m *TC* warrant 
*m\ ^fa c** fapft**rTO 5 *r* farara *r^r‘ ^ *^r 3 t? c ^ 

■JTRtV *rc* ^fa (7PT *T5J *0* far^ttfr' fac? fa*, *? WfT C*t*V*l fe*fa* TO 
ofc^ *t** ^fa^nr fafat? c*m*r ntfa? *tc* ij*: -smoR *m^es 

*t*t* *t? i far? c^ffares^ Rrs? c*tw^* n*i c*^ ?tesr^ 

ij^TSR * t fPtT*T C*tRF? *r*T*T5 *^ *r^ c*5, *1R^ 0T<3?t? & 

y* ^r^?r*tR? #n%i 

Mr. SPEAKER : C*>*tt *t?T* * 1 **^ TO S^T*" TOre I 
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Mr. AHMED H08AIH: Sir, endeavours have been made in this House 
to fix the responsibility of the last famine on different persons and institu- 
tions. Some say that the Imperialists of the East and the West are respons- 
ible. Some endeavour to fix the responsibility on Clive Street and Ezra 
Street, on the present Ministry, on the present Minister of Supplies, on the 
war and some such other bodies. But there is no gainsaying the fact that 
the principal responsibility for the last famine rests with the outgoing 
Ministry. They did not take measures in time; they could not foresee the 
situation that was corning, the danger that was facing Bengal. Innumerable 
people in Bengal have died through starvation, lakhs have succumbed to 
diseases. True, but had not the present Ministry come in office many more 
lakhs would have died in Bengal and had not hundreds and thousands of 
gruel kitchens been opened in time Bengal would have been turned into a 
desolate tract by this time. 

Sir, speaking on this demand I would like to mention one thing and 
draw the attention of the Ministry towards that, and that is the disparity 
of supply between the mufassal and town areas. In my own district and 
subdivision, nearly half the amount of kerosene and sugar was consumed 
by the town, though the town population was only a microscopic proportion 
of the population of the rural areas. Then, subsidised food that was sup- 
plied was almost exhausted in municipal towns. The rural people got no 
share of it till the eleventh hour. I see in the budget that for the coming 
year f> crores of rupees has been set apart for subsidised food. I would like 
to ask the Government to see that the major portion of this amount is 
devoted to the relief of the people in rural areas. 

Sir, owing to this disparity in supply between mufassal and town areas 
people in mufassal areas had to suffer many deficiencies in their food and 
so bad to succumb to diseases. They got no sugar, they got no kerosene 
and they are deprived of many of their articles of daily need. 

Sir, I learn that Government is at present despatching salt to mufassal 
from its own stock. 1 will also ask Government to despatch this salt in 
auch a way that it is scattered all over the place and not sent only to towns. 
There is no scope at present for storing salt, when a salt famine is there in 
the country. Salt must he scattered and distributed all over the province. 
The scarcity is such that storing is out of the question. 

This is all I have to say. 

Maulvi MUSTAFA ALI DEWAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, *t CTO 
faijj fa§> c M. L. A. •re*? fa^> 

irtfttofcs 1 fa*n ?kti ; fas wets 

yet *T*tpfsiW 

ki 1 

C t N?*fa CTfa 8 0\ St$l btSc*M fajRJ JFSfaS’fipT, !>8\ 

01 8n tin %, Wto Tff }0\ M\ fcfal falR« I fim 

frm *w— faw 1 ^Tm anffafi* 

^ ^mr % 1 §55 *pm vyttes m 
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iaO\ f¥ mg\ tom rtcsrs cvCt ti i 4 $ ^rrrs Jut© Co.<*7 

$t(.3 7HI7 <4^ fr*T **7 Ttfall f771 7\7Tt7$«l C7*Hl^i7 7^ HtH 

3 ^tC 2 > I ^ 37 t* 7 « 7 M 7 fsf 7 $ 7 C 7 r < 7 t 7 tFf 7 *77 5 t=J s£Co C^' 3^1 Sfi 3 TO? I 

7 p*f v)x\ tom MSt*^ 7 ^ ?*ct* ortw nrtrf^ Tfen 7 t $3 1 iVs 80 !G 0 f 
6C\ tom *tar, TlrfroTOr, t>r&C77 *7 ?'37i ^ 4C77f|f7 ^Tretro TTf^N 

tpsT7 'Ttfror t^CTtf^tr 77 7 ? 7;7iffTO7 5 77 TO*f tstto 7fi73i 3tr? 

ctnti t^ctt to* ti 7^3 tt ?7 tot to*, 77; ft*m ?p>T7 T^tfrorT a, ^sfhr 

TOWJ7 (M§7 *37tft7) ^73 17 TO* '3 3*t7 TO I 737 TO 5 ? 7t77 TO TO*71 71771 

c*r? r 1 fait? Tsro^tTt 7 W=?t §131 *tto cttot cro*f 473 5 *t 7 7*3 fa 

*Ft3 C7 #3 3f?l C^fTsm fTO^7t* *TO7T7 7 !r f7t3 TOtTT I : S37t; C7 7fsPT31 7t;TO7 
4 t 57 f 7 TO'- 7 TOT 3 7 < 7 TO :77 T 3 tT 7 Tfe’T CTO 7 TO 7 ^ £3 TOtTT TO* 47 i*t ^ftpTvstT^F 
5 fa Ttfall 7 C 3 F 7 Ttfa CTO 73 M 71771 TO*Co 0^717 tf!J 7 TO* 7 RH TO 7 Tm *77 WtF 3 
^jftrs to* 1 

TO7tU*7 tj (.317* 7P7 TO77 7f?3 C7N TtfTTl Tsfa^ 7*7t77fjili iTOftC? CTTOT* 
77t7f3 TO? 71 77* 3 MTo TOtTl CSTt7 TO3TO TO7 I “TOt” “fW TO7TCV7 4* CTtTft 
§fV5 C7 ‘W’ TO*!' *7717 (TOfa)l 4 <#73 TO771 To TO77 TOTOT^f T^TOifa, TO 
TO*77 C<F3tr7* *rtfs7t c n 'rjTOfe TOCS I (TO7&I7 TOT fTOTtlTS TTO^l TO* 47; 
TfTfCo TOfcr fTOoTTtlTS TO* , $TOT7 (7777*7, ^f5tT5 f7C7t?:77 S*fc7*f ^uOtf^f 
177 71 | TtT^^to: T 7t7TO7 C7t?n '3 C7Wt # 'H ^7 CT^tTO T^f^l] TtTT^i, 

771—^7. ^7. ^'371*0. ’3 ^77 fc t | Tt^l ^ TtTe ^TO7 ^711 Tt^ (^17^7? 
7TOt^l^--Trrf7 73 C^’-f ‘3 73 3t7t3t7t 7$ Tf^itfe, '^JXoTT CV’-f '3 3M3ttfTFf7 
7C7J ^ i? C^’TO 3NT3T7T ^7 k 77 (71 ^T73t7) Ifr^i T^RrII $ 5 3t7t<l 3t?tCV7 
SRT r 7tTOf-^ v *r C^T7 fc f Tf77tf^ l "7373: *‘"771 TtT^TI C7 7^T7 ^ffl C7T7 
%\U\ T^SCTfV |” TO"K "Ttft 07T7 ^7^173 7t^, Tt^TOF 3t?l7 

7t^3t7t7 7^ip ^ot< T»7 7f^ | Tift 4^ C7%.3 C7, 57773 

7^C=1 Tf77 C7f5f7^* C7F377 (^l) & ( • 77 tr 5TOt7 7^77 C7T P 7 47 s- 7*<tJl 

5^r77,7m^T : 7r^^iT^ T^T, 3^175^^17 f%Rf3 Tfi^ttW C7 75^R mTO ^73t7 
'^3 1 77 -!ilPl(.'0C5>M, 7t5t7 Tt^tt 5^77 — TtiMl^l ^fTtffl C7f5t^Tf^7 7^731 I 
^r?n fc fTO STtTT 7ft, c7t5W 3trf7 CrffVo 7^7 ( ! 773H) I ^37t # -3^ 5 t & 7T 7 
fT’7-777717, C7t7f-^et7 WCT^ ’TtTTl iJTF^ ^^7 S'TTOF 47,’ ilT^TtU -fffY* 

7t c ft7 C7P3t7 Tt77 7^771 W TO #T7 StTo C!jtT 7t3 ^77^. f%^ ?:C*f7 
{777 C7 ^T771 7737^ C7^ 7t 6 f>RTO 7%11 7^3 TO 5^7) 

^TTO 73 Ttrrfvre 7t7t3tC7 ftCofe, il7* 47F (^31737171 ^7 CT^tT^i^tTI' 
C77 TOP f%^ jqu^ TO77 73TTt^7 5tt<l ^Wt77 TO TTOTTT 

73 , ' < 1t3 T^t^ltfl '3 7^t^C3f^ I 5t7, ^C7 ^tTO^7 ^f73 7^t7 Wtf^f 7) > 

^TTO 7t*7t7 TO 777^77 ^ C7 C7?P7 ^C77fgT3 737 5^71 Tfifastfe C7? 7t*7l 
53l%T 5^C3^ 'TtW ?f77 *F5 7t71 4TOT1 fV ^t771 ^f^tC3^ f7^ ! tffa7 f 

3tTt^ 1^ ’TtTm -ftfer TtCt 9 TO C^3tC77 157177 ? 7TO* TOM *TOr 
TO { 7 TC 77 TOT ■®(t ?7 7 frTO ^tf 3 ^TOT 7 7 TOT 3 t^ 31^7 «nc« 7^3 f 7 f 73 
cTt^i ftfTft 3ffinn fro 4^?rn:7 iro ^37 t#ti ^f%i 3f7 
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« Wffe’&R ’PR TaTft CBi) wft 47t WRttTO ftJ7 WTOToft TtRlftW «Wflr 
IF 1* 7$C*3 WRtCTO ftfa® TOjSlRl $«R wftl (Hear, hear.) 

4«fni wrti c’tS' c $ i *n wft vst,^ wttoi c^?aR i ^ 7tf*r^ — 7^| h a 

froH ?7R, W'fR arRqft? wwr 5irgT5? ?rr— .rr^ wRgft -s w<t«rftt 
w«f r 47 ; wRsft t< cgt i ftftfR <tft sftm faRi w^nsf <mrw 

to wm wftwtsH. 'Smfastm wtft 4 wfr«nR ftsrcro wit»r wR ft csf g ; 47 ; 

4? ffilH 7ft 'StTRl *<11*5 71 7RTO, (TftTO 4? TO7 W71TR'3 7ft TM^TllIK TRftltl 
toi* ftftnn ■s"t<«u , < crcro to^t ti srifttra grcro, — wfiarts 4? ft«fTR <?fft «tfro 
*tf?C7, ^’itwtm wtw Tti's? TStTR ’raptl^s 7 ?r< i (SmstTi wtwi w«tc»t tr^h 
wtfro) w< ft wmisviRRi to? frocr* tots TtcTO i 

ijxtt ’rf^’j 7%® ?$cs vs ci, rrcsr «?M ttosw tocto trr ®tt frorrcTO 
♦tftrttroi? rtcs ?: >soo nci S?57 t?ti TRfft wpn 7*i ’Rrorcw ®Rc®7 cgft- 
c®‘£ ’-a Ttroft tor tor tor Ttsn sfrosn ttsrtcw totto gfec^ro cgfe®^ 

WfTOI 4W R7RW 7M®R ’ll? T^TtftR, 3 ftlft TOTft.7 7171 W*5WftT5 R W^RR 7*71- 

% cH ttoi TOTfro sfMcT* tor Tlftprcro gartroR ft: fe - j i cw 7t;?rR wrfroi 
wfo TOitCTtm tIt® wsr*fa7i cvptcsr sflcR cgf’tre'fcTicg '.fftc® tor t*st, 

vi>|5l4 (PtftHf — 7H f ?R ft: wstot tw l ®TOa 4* R3? #R — - 

“4$ wRRtcw gcwui ^froi giRRfftR m ftiii* 7 M *$' ^rtumro 7*7 i” ®to fsft 
$71 TlftRl $®t*7tfksR (laughter) I rpcf f%ft'5yfC® TtTO optfTOt 

7 t; 3 TR tos TOrtft ' 5 Pt 3 from to C 5 i'<t =Fftro :5 a ’pftisst? i n HH i bt-A 5 (Mft 
ft: TOTO F*P ’TUTOR 5 ' C’ftsTO CTCTOTt‘t"k'S to CW r5R ( ^ iBl t^ l' Tl ^n Tsft 
' 51 TOR ’R'l TO — trt'-f^n 4 ? gM'Rl Rftr-jft ) I 

^tm cgftc®^ c-itvc^r-i ^'-tTO 5 a ai*n-T <i‘fr ®RttRrftoR — to' 
*tlfroR ^Tjitfif, ’siTtra toto'Trt r?ni to tosti^ri ^ ft^psw ^rfftr?n 
gf^Tte^T I *ft'S:RR“1*ft TOR TOR TOTtTO Cl TORRTO CltTO TOtTOg 5t5' 

(R^5t 5f%i TO#tro TO5 ^frof%TO, ^-fR ^t*'l ^t®R fteTOTOtg 

5$CT ^RRa (?T$ TOTR S»ftlv5 ?3TTtt ’TSTOt? #R1 <RTt«f TOt^l TOTR rJtoi 4 
WTO ftTOTOI WTO R I yfftro WtTO wrj’TR W*t'K TOPft^'l WtlfR 

$tm froRR i to^ toi ft 5 ? sin 3 ft 5 h i wtw wwtcTO ngtciR ftTOf i 
5^f%^ 5^ra ®?i ijtfroi frot? Srort'-t n^ojs i ftcro wftm 4? ritsto b^ftrcw^ 
TO*ft wtami mwv, wRim to wRtcro ’T’ptfcr gfeftftitrTO a wrtcto wcwt 

frojltro CTOfTOa TO? I 7ft *5t7t «ftfWT5 *5TO 4^ TO*I stre TO fR »raR 7^(TO)R 
Prftro 7^71 (TOtTW *r3R TOST Ttrs iTTliT C5SR ?p5^ «lttTO5, fTO *5171 sft? TfTOl 
WRT ftwt 7^C5 TO ’TRItm TORTOKR WRl 5?«l(.6> I C^tRl Rl TOR 1? *5«nwft*5 
CTO WRR “3Ft%R” Sitni WRR R frRtfctft « wftm CTO l (Mr. Charu 
Chandra Boy : ^-btr TO I ) 4 WTO srR'sf'toTCTO 7:t*ffT5 I WtTOft 3Ft®CTO 

gf® tgf%5 wRICTO alotft-T I 4t 3t$CTO TOR TOR <Ttftc® Wtft WRTR ftfWTS I 
T5t7R fttTO'TO’Bt't wftuR TOR ’HR «tRfl ^from ’tlCTITO »Wtg'‘l’RC5 4 WTO 

ftR wcj iaR ^tctot ’irto ^w 'ttfsni ftutf^r, ®ttr ’iPfl ■snsg'cwc'tw ftJutB 
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fir, ?if?, 4f33m?? dmft 313 ^ 1*3 ?tmi (^PwujiusS 

^iict ?K3t3 4$ ^ *1^ cwn< 4N ^tet? r #rr? fir 4*?ft? 
^tGnn tstsi? f3#t? ewtre wfitsi ^51 43; firt*#?T 3tt3tc33 4»R3i »wt s? 3t* r 
’rtfipm wtw* c?f3r3t? *W33 ?fihj3 ■»ttrs 'sfffirai ’tf^rcs 1 4?t3i fV ^inim 

SfctMT^ 5t*lW3 3t?3f?ft *trl!ft^ 33<3 «rf?m <3f33t?l 3Ft$3 155OT3 §t®fK53 
'tffrC’R t 4&1 f?*.p3 5Ffa® *ttf? 31 I 4*T31 Tft ’PTC’T f^fsffll 

crcl? ’wsj fFSi ?f?ro tnre 31 ?3, st? fVp? ?rrf3C?3 3j"tfV3t3 N 'sffin '^Wfi^tc* 

T¥i *rf33t3 ^3 t ?f^5 5$?n '3ft^3 4?; 433tar fof3$ «TfTOH3 3n 5rf?t33 1 4$ 

'sitfl $TO3? 3fro iitrira cff 3rf?ro '^tfiif staffs 1 

(Mr. Abdulla Al-Mahmood : mpTf»|fc| 333 ? 3t3? 3513 31 | j 

ftm 33* ?$ 2»re«r ^t’r^m to ^iw? ®wa r^fm tprtfirts tr? 31, 
?rfc— 33^13 or for TOtro: rr&$ «im ’Fftm fitatcs ; fire flrsi *f^3 sfirfro %r«, 
*^34 CrfifTO »fftC33 1 

331 331 fir mi gifro^fs rstro, 

^s.rrrawinT t3?nrra ^rm?? 1 
"tfrowt? ?t?3t; frrMta 5 wstt 
<m-7t'W<f'm ’mtfir ^ ^pfii 

(Mr. Abdulla Al-MaHmood : »*t^ fTOtl TO 155 33331 ?^ l) 

*rfa 3w •33taM' stutei, c 3 f? f^-j-m to^t 31 31 to 1 ? iststro 3331? 

f3*f 'JTffinn 3t?C3 31 I *11 TO33 3C3T? HftfS Uffl C?f305 '3 ?falTO 3Tf%3 I 

S'PTtfft? 'stfTO 4^fii TOTS TOtfiST 3H531 !f3tt 31 3^331 «tff?U5fi? 31 I ®t?l 

4$— firfa ^313 3c to a nrcm qwK ifrt? C3? Tffrt w 3 imor fir fhrot? 

TO*T fiai C*t?3tt3 \5t3 3?TO ? 3t33 ?f3?ttf? 3tf>, fifS ! St5t^F C3 >3C^3tC3 

313*3 ^f33l(.^3 ^51 31313 fiPYPT ^33 311^31 3t3 I 433 ^T^3, ’PTC 5 ! 3TOC3 

333 — 'aflttf? 3PT33 — The God is Great — $T5Tr?£ *ff331 '3l3r33*T'3 ^f33t3 ( 
4*3fa f%f3 '31TO33 Off, W3pfe3 '9 '3WCT3 3^1 ^f3C33 I 

"•fhrt3 3r?f33 3t33ff% CT3tC3t3 '3M313 '3% 31CTC <, t 4^ f3C333 T3t3 33 
•33133? TO ^f?3f3l sftfTOI 


AdjournmMt. t 

The House was then adjourned at 8 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 
24th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Covemment of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 24th 
March, 1944, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 212 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Curtailment of certain privileges of security prisoners. 

•188. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that — 

(t) the political security prisoners hailing from the district of Midna- 
pore and arrested since August, 1 942, lodged in Midnapore, Pre- 
sidency and other Jails have been deprived of their usual right 
of interviews with their family member and relatives by an order 
of the Government, No. G936H.J., dated the 5th November, 1942, 
or by any other order or orders ; and 

(m) the security prisoners’ right of receiving and replying to letters has, 
in majority of the aforesaid prisoners’ cases, been curtailed to 
one and one respectively in place of eight and four? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of 
the order or orders curtailing the above facilities along with a copy of 
Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, corrected up to date, if any? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the answer 
to starred question No. 154, clause (c), as reported in Volume XLIV — 3, 
page 270 of the Assembly Proceedings, regarding the withdrawal of the 
order P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what decisions, if 
any, have since been reached by him in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) and (d) A copy of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules is placed in 
the Library. The orders curtailing the facilities referred to have since been 
withdrawn. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer ( b ), will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what was the reason for curtailing the 
facilities referred to in the question ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not in the public interest to 
disclose the reasons. 
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Voluntary suffering undergone by certain security prisoners of Presidency 

Jail. 

•189. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA-MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that Sj. Satin Sen and 
several other security prisoners in the Presidency Jail have been undergoing 
voluntary sufferings P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state — 

(«) the nature of such sufferings; and 

(tV) the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’bie Minister aware that Sj. Sen and other leaders of the 
security prisoners have addressed several petitions, applications or letters to 
the authorities concerned including the Hon’bie the Chief Minister himself 
complaining about the grievances of thtf security prisoners in the jail? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased — 

(i) to state whether any action has been taken on those representations; 

and 

( ii ) to lay on the Table copies of the following correspondences:— 

(1) Letters dated the 12th November, 1942, and 20th November, 

1942, addressed to the Superintendent of Jail by Mr. 

Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., as representative of the 

security prisoners in the Presidency Jail; 

(2) letter dated the 24th December, 1942, addressed to the Jail 

Superintendent ; 

(3; letter dnted the 7th January, 1943, addressed to the Jail 

Superintendent by Sj. Panchanan Bose; 

(4) letters dated the 17th January and 25th January, 1943, 

addressed to the Jail Superintendent by Sj. Satin Sen; 

(5) letter dated the 27th January, 1943, addressed to Deputy 

Commissioner, Special Branch; 

(0) letter dated the 27th January, 1943, addressed to Additional 

Secretary, Home Department; 

(7) letter dated the 27th January, 1943, addressed to Hon’bie 

Chief Minister; and 

(8) letter dated the 28th January, 1943, addressed to Additional 

Secretary, Home Department? 

(e) Is it a fact that the present Deputy Secretary, Home (Jails) Depart- 
ment, has informed the Jail authorities his inability to hold an enquiry unleae 
he is directed by the Hon’bie Minister to do so? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a) and (/;) Messrs. Satin Sen and two other security 

prisoners of the Presidency Jail undertook a “limited” fasting in February, 
1943, in sympathy with Mr. Gandhi’s fast that was going on at the time. 

(c) and (d) (t) Yes. 

(n) No. 

(e) No: He only informed the security prisoners that he would gladly 
accompany the Hon’bie Chief Minister to the Jail to hear their grieva&ces if 
directed by the latter to do so. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs With reference to answer (e), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Deputy Secretary according 
to the promise given by him to the security prisoner informed the Hon’ble 
Home Minister about this? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mf. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (e), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government gave the 
Deputy Secretary, Home (Jails) Department, an opportunity to accompany 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the jail to hear the prisoner ^n question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was not considered necessary. 

Non-availability of tickets at some railway stations of Bengal and Assam 

Railway. 

MOO. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI : (a)Is the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware of the inconvenience of the public travelling on the Bengal and Assam 
Railway due to non-availability of tickets for their destinations? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the Railway authori- 
ties in the matter? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prosanna Pain:) (a) Owing to occasional extraordinary pressure of 
passenger traffic the demand for tickets sometimes become so heavy as to 
cause a temporary shortage of printed tickets for a particular station. In 
such cases. Excess Fare Ticket forms are used as equivalent of ordinary 
tickets, and passengers do not have any great difficulty in getting them- 
selves booked 

(b) The Railway Administration will be prepared to take steps to put 
matters right if specific instances with names of stations where such alterna- 
tive facility for hooking was denied are furnished to them. 

The Railway authorities are also being moved to ensure adequate supply 
of tickets to all stations, as far as practicable in the present state of 
paper shortage 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the shortage of tickets does not encourage corruption 
amongst the staff, because the T.T.I., in conspiracy with the guard generally 
allows passengers to go only on cash payment? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Why, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. * 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: It is a question of fact. What I want 
to know is whether Government is aware that these things encourage 
corruption among the staff? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR ^ No such case has been brought to 
file notice of Government. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 

that in connection with every outgoing train at Sealdah intending passenger# 
cannot get tickets unless they pay something extra at the counter!? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Government is not aware. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government is aware that even when passengers 
get tickets they cannot enter the platforms of the Sealdah Station unless 
they pay extra at the gates? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise, beciuw it refers to 
difficulties in getting into trains. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: With the question of non-uvail- 
ability of tickets this question is connected. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not connected. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answei ( b ), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Government have already 
moved the railway authorities to ensure adequate supply of tickets? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: G overnment on receipt of this ques- 
tion have already moved the railway authorities and the railway authorities 
are taking action in the matter. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hit Minister be 
pleased to state what is the machinery foi receiving such complaints for 
the redress of grievances? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Either the honourable member may 
send a petition to the railway authorities or the Government of Bengal 
in the Communications and Works Department. 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is aw’are that sometimes many more tickets are issued than if 
warranted by accommodation in the train? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Grant of family allowance to Babu Prafulla Chandra Ghosh. 

81. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAtIUMDAR; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether — 

(t) security prisoner Babu Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, at present detained 
in the Buxa Special Reserve Tail, has sent several petitions to the 
Government praying for the grant of family allowance; 

(it) the said Prafulla Babu was an earning member of big family; and 

(in) his old* mother and his other family members have been deprived of 
the benefits of bis earnings? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of granting 
him a family allowance? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (») Yes. 

(it) He was not earning anything at the time of arrest as he was then 
a restrictee. 

{Hi) Not by present detention. 

(b) Several petitions were received from the prisoner for family allowance 
but they were rejected on the ground that the prisoner was for a considerable 
period before his arrest, without any income. The case has been reviewed 
this year in the light of our present policy and an allowance of Rs.30 per 
month from the 3rd May, 1942 (date of arrest), to 31st March, 1943, and 
Rs.45 per month from the 1st April, 1943, has been granted to the mother 
of the prisoner. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Matllvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this petition has been rejected, and if so, by which 
Government P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The case was rejected by the 
previous Ministry. After this Ministry came into office, due to the adoption 
of jts liberal policy the allowance was sanctioned from the 3rd of May, 1942, 
at the rate of Rs. 30 per month and it has been enhanced to Rs. 45 per 
month from 1st April, 1943. 


Food Committees. 

02. Khan Bahadur A. M. L. RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many Food Committees have been formed up to 30th June, 

1943, throughout the Province; and 

(b) the principle on which the personnel of these committees have been 

selected ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: (a) About a lakh. 

(b) The villagers themselves were to elect 12 members irrespective of 
class, community or party for their food committees. The members were to 
be honest, reliable, sincere and public-spirited. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (b) y will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that only people 
of a particular political persuasion have been elected to these food 
committees ? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: No, Sir 

BabU MADHU8UD AN. BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the territorial basis is observed in the formation of these 
committees ? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Each district has got a committee and 
the territorial basis is observed in the formation of that committee. 
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Blbll MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: With reference to the answer just 
now given, am I to understand from the answer that there have been 26 
committees formed for 26 districts? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: No, more than 26 committees. 

Baby MADHU8UDAN BARKER • What is the unit of these committees ? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Sarker, your question is not quite clear. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the jurisdiction of each committee? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Each union has got a food committee. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that there are complaints with regard to the 
formation of these committees, in most of which there bus been no represen- 
tation of the minority communities? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH : No complaint has ever been received. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that these food committees are not functioning but are rather dead? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : Government is informed that these 
committees are functioning. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the machinery for reporting to the Government the 
working of these committees? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: The District Officer. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Witt the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether the members of these committees are elected or nominated? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Sir, the answer is there: 12 members 
are elected. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the local Executive Officer has any influence on these 
committees ? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : Government have no information. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that many members of this House made com- 
plaints that these committees were not properly repiesented by the minority 
communities ? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : Some complaints were received, and 
N the Hon’ble Minister is looking into the matter. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the election has got to be approved by the District 
Magistrate ? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Usually it is approved by the District 
Magistrate? 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state who were the convenors of those meetings for getting the 12 mem- 
bers eelcted as in the answer (b) ? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that most of these committees have not been 
constituted by election but by nomination of circle officers concerned? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH. As far as Government is aware most 
of these committees have been elected. 

Babll MADHU8UDAN BARKER: What steps Government have taken 
to rectify those defects which were brought to their notice in the complaints 
made? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Instructions have been issued by the 
Government to the local officers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer just given by the 
honourable member do I understand him to say that some committees at 
least have been constituted not by election but by nomination. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : The committees have been constituted 
by election. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that many district committees have been formed by subdivisional or other 
subordinate committees without election? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : I want notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the President of this committee is elected or nominated? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stute rphnt was the scheme before the food committees? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was there more than one food com- 
mittee in each village? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH : No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How many villages in Bengal are 
there ? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Questions over. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

( After adjournment.) 

DEMAND FOR GRANT8. 

63— Extraordinary Charges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, you are to speak^now on the demand 
under 63 — Extraordinary Charges. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, if 1 stand up to speak at this 
stage I get no chance to reply to the arguments to he advanced by the 
Opposition. With your permission I shall speak later. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We would 
respectfully request you to find out whether Mr. Siddiqi wants to speak 
or not and also whether he loses his chance it he now refuses to speak. 
Otherwise, we shall not be prepared to have the programme changed — the 
programme which was determined in consultation with the Government 
Chief Whip. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, the learned doctor uses his 
words rather carelessly. I was told by him that Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 
would speak first but I have been called upon to speak now. I do not mean 
any disrespect to you, Sir, for that would be an indignity to the Chair 
but what I was saying was that I wmuld prefer to speak later. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. Mr. Jalan. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, Mr Jalan will speak after 

Mr. Siddiqi. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole difficulty has arisen on account of some 
arrangement made previously; otherwise, ibis difficulty would not have 
arisen. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I shall speak. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in spite of not being prepared to speak at this stage 
I am willing to obey vour command in its entirety. I think I shall not 
be wrong in trying to explain to honourable gentlemen opposite that going 
over and over again the same rambling arguments by speakers opposite 
does not convince people about the rectitude of the cause they pretend to 
present before the House. An honourable member, one of the top men, 
spoke of humour and that he had been misunderstood. Humour all of us 
can enjoy, but humour with a sting in it and based on vulgarity does go 
out of the sphere of humour. 

An argument was made, Sir, about the quality of foodgrains supplied 
to our province. The answer to that does not lie with the Government 
here, but if I am permitted, I would like to refer honourable member# 
opposite to certain Commissioners of certain divisions in the Central 
Provinces and the Chief Secretary whose authority was mentioned in this 
House. Orissa and also other parts of the country did not play the game 
by us. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Mr. Siddiqi 
always rebukes us for referring to any official of this province, but is it 
permissible for an honourable member from the Government side to try 
to lay blame on a public servant of another province who is neither her# 
nor there qnd who is not in a position to defend himself P 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: An officer in the other province 
who is neither here nor there would not have attracted my attention, but 
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this argument coming from the doctor who seldom spares even the 
chaprassis 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think florae reference was made to this thing and 
you are only replying to that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not believe in that kind of 
morality. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think some reference was made to the Central 
Provinces. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not to the Chief Secretary of Orissa. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The Chief Secretary of the Central 
Provinces of India on whose statement honourable members depended for 
a good deal of their false case. 

Sir, corruption seems to be a word that gives zest to the speakers and 
they feel that it gives a status to the arguments they bring forward. If 
we were to believe every word that has been uttered and is likely to be 
uttered, we must come to the conclusion, Mr. Speaker, that we are a nation 
of bribe-takers and bribe-givers— we have no other qualities. But I do not 
believe in it and, as the Hon’ble Minister for the .Administration of Justice 
said a few years ago in this House, for every bribe there must be two 
parties. If Government servants take bribes, then members of the civilian 
population give bribes. The responsibility for our troubles in Bengal, 
Sir 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, 1 have hardly begun. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have allotted six minutes for you. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. Sir, I was disturbed and I should 
be given more time. 

Sir, the responsibility for our troubles lies entirely and completely with 
the Opposition. Not finding anything substantial to put up a good case, 
they have been indulging in the creation of an atmosphere of suspicion and 
distrust and using influence in almost every part of India to create troubles 
here. They have not yet realised that the creation of this suspicion and 
distrust has interfered with the flow of foodgrains into this province. 
Could we, even at this, almost the eleventh hour, when our troubles have 
come to an end, appeal to them to come out in a friendly way and help 
us in the rehabilitation of the province? 

The question of foodgrains in Bengal is dependent. Sir, on transporta- 
tion and, more than that, on a general responsive attitude in the public. 
Gentlemen opposite have tried to disturb that responsiveness which should 
have been the right of any Government in these dire days, but they are 
satisfied, as we are, that things are going on very well, that things have 
been done in a maimer which they could not do and it will be wiser on their 
part to keep quiet and let us carry on with the good work. 

Mf. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Ui Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the extraordinary 
situation through which we are passing in this province it is only natural 
that there should be a heavy demand under the head ‘‘Extraordinary 
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Charges”. Our criticism is not that there should be any extraordinary 
charges at all or that there should be some increase in those charges as 
disclosed in the present budget, although we do not like and cannot support 
such an enormous increase in expenditure under that head. We are not po 
unrealistic in our ideology as not to comprehend the supreme necessity of 
taking the most effective and far-reaching steps to secure a quiet, contented 
and peaceful home front. The extraordinary charges are entirely devoted 
to such a purpose. The Provincial Government is entrusted with that duty, 
the Provincial Ministry in office is charged with that responsibility. If it 
fails to achieve that end, it fails as a wartime ministry. 

Let us apply, Sir. for a moment that test to the two-wartime ministries 
in this province. Within a week of the outbreak of the war in Asia the 
last ministry came into office. I would not put forward one single boastful 
claim on its behalf. My estimate of its wartime achievement will be 
measured, modest and moderate. Would it be an exaggeration to say, 
may 1 ask, that the special war-time departments of the Bengal Govern- 
ment covered by these extraordinary charges were built up — literally built 
up — during the regime of the previous ministry ¥ The military and civil 
defence of the province became the overwhelming responsibility of the 
Government after t lie fall of Malaga and Burma. Military defence was the 
charge of the British Government and the Government of India. Civil 
defence was the charge of the Provincial Government. Look at the civil 
defence organisation of this great and premier city of India as also the 
organisation in other vulnerable towns in this province. The entire structure 
was built up from its very foundation in the course of a few months and it 
gave an excellent account of itself when it was first put to the ordeal of fire. 
Other war-time measures had also to be introduced necessitated by military 
strategy. Execution of those unpopular measures fell upon the Provincial 
Government. They put fortli their best endeavour in minimising the 
inevitable hardship caused by such measures by elaborate provision of 
large-scale compensation. They succeeded to some extent in taking off the 
edge of the denial of transport and the requisition and evacuation of property. 
Their main task was to safeguard the interests of the civilian population 
while according full satisfaction to military needs. They were also called 
upon to bear the brunt, of the flow of evacuees from Burma in co-operation 
with the magnificent non-official efforts in this city and outside. During 
and after the first air-raids it was their duty and concern to keep up civilian 
morale and supply of essential commodities. 

Sir, I do not desire to dilate further on that aspect of the question. 
These are just the bare details of the efforts and achievements of the last 
ministry on the home front. Those were some of their outstanding problem. 

The present ministry was called upon to tackle the biggest famine 
problem in the history of this province. 

Unlike the last ministry and counter to the declaration which the last 
ministry had made, the present ministry took office with the suicidal 
declaration that there was no shortage of food in Bengal. They were soon 
faced with an unprecedented crisis — mass starvation, famine, pestilence and 
death. Their handling of that situation had come up for discussion in this 
House during the last session more than once. I do not desire to go into 
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that matter again. It has been said in their defence particularly by my 
honourable friend the Leader of the European Party that the present 
ministry has applied their mind to the problem. What a back-handed com- 
pliment to a responsible ministry called upon to deal with an unparalleled 
crisis ! Indeed they have applied their mind ! Did they ? Who did not in 
this unfortunate province ? Could your mind be diverted for one single 
moment during night and day month after month from the problem? 
Could the sights and sounds all around you ever allow you not to apply 
your mind to the problem? Praise this ministry by all means but do not 
damn them with such faint phrase as the Leader of the European Party has 
chosen to do. Sir, that was the sum total of their achievements in the 
Home front on the major issue that confronted them. The Home front can 
be built up only on the broad and solid foundation of the confidence of the 
people. 1 ask this ministry not to measure that confidence by the bloc 
of European votes which has kept them in office. The matter is far more 
serious and far more fundamental than that. r fhey may carry the budget, 
they may defeat the cut motions, they may fritter away crores and crores 
of the tax-payer’s money. They may wield the power which office has 
placed in their hands. But let them remember that power without prestige 
is a poor prop to keep up the morale and confidence of a sullen, discontented 
and resentful people. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I generally support the cut 
motions which have been moved in this House yesterday on this subject, 
viz., “Extraordinary Charges” which is one of the most impoitant items 
in the budget. This item has risen from seven lakhs of rupees in 1940-41 
to 8 crores 50 thousand rupees in 1944-45. In spite of this huge 
expenditure what do we find in this province today as the achievements of 
the present ministry which is holding office in this province? It was under 
the regime of this ministry that several lakhs of the children of the soil 

lost their lives due to starvation. It was not due to the action of the last 

ministry or during the regime of the last ministry that so many lives were 
lost. We are not holders of any brief for the last ministry for the present 

one. We have criticised the actions of both the last ministry as well as 

the present one whenever we have thought it fit to criticise. But what 
do we find today? Government is failing in its primary responsibility of 
feeding the people of this province at a time when the war is not actually 
in this country, i.e., when the country is at peace. What will be the 
situation if and when the country will he actually invaded I shudder to 
think. At present we find that the activities on the Indo-Burina front are 
increasing and we do not know as to what the situation of this country 
will he when there will be the utmost strain on the transport system of this 
country in order to carry troops and materials to the frontier. If this was 
the achievement of the present ministry in tackling the food situation of 
this province, how can the people believe with confidence that this ministry 
will be able to tackle the future problems of this country? 

So far as cloth problem is concerned, we find that it is a very serious 
problem which will become all the more serious as time passes on. It is 
a matter of common knowledge that there is a great scarcity of cloth in 
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Bengal, partly due to the transport difficulties and partly due to the action 
of this Government as well as the Central Textile Board. The Government 
issued the Cloth and Yarn Control Order in June, 1943, and prescribed a 
time-limit to dispose of the stock existing on the 31st July, 1943, within 
three months when the stock was found to be admittedly of 8 months* 
consumption. That in itself was a preposterous position. Then the 
Government extended the time for its disposal till 31st December, 1943, but 
the stock could not be disposed of and then what the Government did was 
that they sealed the entire stock of such cloth of this country including 
this province. Three months have lapsed and the stock is lying idle sealed 
up. Why? Because Government has not got adequate machinery to 
stamp these goods with the prices at which they can be sold. There are 
1,200 to 1,300 applications from dealers in Calcutta who want their goods 
to be stamped, but only about 150 to 200 persons’ goods have been stumped 
so far. The reasons are obvious. Why do the Government allow the entire 
stock of cloth to he frozen for three months — from 1st January to 31st 
March? We do not know whether three months more will not he required 
to release that frozen stock. I say that the Government has bungled in 
a very important problem. Why did it fix a time-limit to dispose of the 
stock within three or five months when the Government is not in a position 
to stamp those goods even for six months to come. 1 say, Sir, that the duty 
of the Bengal Government is to move the Central Textile Board arid the 
Government ot India to release so far as the stock of cloth of Bengal is 
concerned and miles* that is done, I tell you, and that is the verdict of 
the people who know that there will he scarcity of cloth in Bengal on an 
unprecedented scale. Perhaps the members do not know that if we cross 
the frontier of Bengal and send piecegoods to Assam, you will find that there 
is a great demand and piecegoods can he sold at three times higher price 
at which tliev can he sold here. There i> export from Assam to China. 
Piecegoods which art* being sold at Hs. 2 per lb. in Calcutta can he sold at 

Rs. 10 to Rs. 11 in China. Things are going on in this wa t \ . 

Now. Sir, the Bengal Government has promulgated the Bengal Cloth 
and Yarn Control Order. There is an arbitrary provision that the Textile 

Controller of Bengal will he entitled to cancel tbe licence of any trader 

without assigning any reason, without telling him why his licence has been 
cancelled, and without asking the dealer to show cause, and without calling 
upon the liceneee to explain his conduct. Such an arbitrary rule could not 
be found even in Czarist Russia. On a certain day the ministry cancelled 
the licences of at least 30 to 40 dealers who were the biggest dealers in this 
city and withheld t lie licences of about 100 persons from being issued with- 
out assigning any reason and without calling upon them to show cause. Why 
this arbitrary power is being taken up by this Government? Cannot the 
dealers be entitled to know what the reason is ami show cause why the 
licence should not be cancelled. Such arbitrary powers are taken by this 
Government find then applied most mercilessly and most arbitrarily. This 
is not the way to deal with the problem. Ydu cannot deal with the problem 
unless you get the co-operation of the people who deal in such commodities. 
That is one aspect of the case to which I wish to draw the attention of 
Government. 
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So far as the food supply is concerned there is no doubt that a certain 
amount of convenience has taken place on account of the rationing scheme 
which has come into force in Calcutta, but still we find people who are not 
able to register their cards. What is the use of issuing cards when they 
cannot get their cards registered? I have got a letter (dated 21st March, 
1943) from the Marwari Relief Society to the Controller of Rationing in 
which they have stated this fact and they have drawn the attention of the 
Controller of Rationing to the necessity that there must be proper arrange- 
ment for the registration of cards. The next thing to which I desire to 
draw your attention to is this that so far as atta is concerned the supply 
is of a very inferior quality. It is mixed up with all kinds of things. When 
the Government has taken upon its shoulders the responsibility of feeding 
the people which was ordinarily borne by the traders of this country, and 
when the Government has caused even unemployment among a large 
number of grocers who were earning their livelihood in this city does it 
behove the Government who poses to be the repository of all confidence to 
betray the confidence in this manner and no! supply proper articles of food? 
There is a proverb in Hindi — 

And her Nugri Ohaupat Raja. 

Taku Ser Rhaja Taka Ser Khaja; 

that is when sweets are sold at the rate of one pice per seer, and hhaja.s also 
are sold at the rate of one pice per seer. That is a thing which happens 
when the raja is a chaupal (idiot) and then anarchy in the city. That is 
what is happening now. You can sometimes get Dehra Dun rice even at 
6 annas per seer and the worst rice also at 0 annas per seer. When the 
Government takes upon its shoulders the responsibility ot supplying 
eatables on which the life depends it has got its duty by the people to see 
that proper quality of rice, proper quality of food materials are supplied. 

I see that the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies is laughing. He was 
laughing when lakhs of people were dying in the province. He is still 
laughing and he will laugh till the last. His laugh cannot solve the 
problem. The problem is there. 

Then Sir, the difficulty is in certain areas that where people want wheat 
instead of atta that is not supplied. There are people who grind wheat at 
their own houses in order to have pure atta. To them wheat is not supplied 
and they are therefore forced to take that atta which is uneatable and which 
is very inferior in quality. This is not all. There is the difficulty of coal, 
there is the difficulty of salt. My clefk told me yesterday and today that 
he was not getting any coal and therefore no fo6d could be prepared in his 
house. Another person told me today that yesterday night while dal was 
being boiled there was no salt in his house and he had to roam about for 
nearly 3 miles in Calcutta in order to get a seer of salt. This is the position 
in the premier city of the British Empire where there is the entire concen- 
tration of Government forces. You cannot get coal, salt, cloth, sugar and 
you cannot get proper food. What is the position regarding milk? 
Thousands of children are dying for want of milk which cannot be had for 
less than one rupee per seer. When this Government has not yet come 
forward with proposals to solve the milk problem and tackle the cattle 
problem, can it be aaid that it is discharging its duty properly? For the 
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sake of beef-eaters who must have their beef at any cost, hundreds and 
thousands of children are dying for want of milk and thousands of people 
are dying on account of mal-nutrition and the health of the future genera- 
tion is imperilled. Is that a proper solution of the problem? Can we say 
that the Government is discharging its primary function with which it is 
charged to justify its existence? If these things are wanting, what justi- 
fication is there for my friends of the European Party to sing halleluja to 
this ministry? I find nothing. On the contrary, T find that the huge 
expenditure which has been going on may be unjustified — may be justified 
I cannot say unless investigation is made — but the results so far achieved 
are not satisfactory. 

So far as Civil Supplies are concerned, I know personally of a case in 
which a consignment came in October. That was ordered to be delivered 
to the party. When the party went to take' delivery, the stockist said ‘‘I 
have taken delivery from the railway 10 bags short; I will give you 50 hags 
short, hut you must give me a clear discharge”. When the party returned 
without giving a clear discharge, I approached the Additional Director of 
Civil Supplies and told him “This is most unfair; either you give him a 
short supply certificate from the railway or you must give the proper 
number of bugs”. The Additional Director of Civil Supplies was pleased 
to order that this should be done, of course, after one month’s negotiation. 
Finally when the party went to take delivery of those goods it wus found 
that the Government had requisitioned them. The stockist was angry that 
this mattei had been mentioned 'to the Additional Director of Civil Supplies 
and he therefore managed to arrange that Government, should requisition 
the goods. When the requisition had taken place the claim was put 
forward in October or No\ember and the claim was passed after many 
repeated letters only in March, 11144. Is that the way in which the Ministry 
of Civil Supplies should go on? There is another person who gave a bill 
to the Ministry of Civil Supplies tor payment. He was asked, because he 
could not satisfy certain individuals in the department, to give a bank’s 
guarantee in order to enable the department to make the payment. A man 
might supply five lakhs ot rupees worth of goods. Js it suggested that 
whenever a payment is to be made, the party should give the guarantee of 
a bank? That is never done. It is simply due to the vagaries of this 
department that these inconveniences to traders in this province are going 
on. Unless they are curbed, there cannot he any hope of improvement in 
the situation. 

There is another point which I want to draw your attention to. 
Messrs. Surajmull Nagarmull, wdio are the owners of a Sugar Factory at 
Gopalpur, lieve written a letter to the Indian Chamber of Commerce, dated 
14th February, 1944. I would like to draw the attention of the House to 
that letter which runs as follows: — 

“We beg to inform you about a new danger which has been arising 
recently to the lives of our factory workers from the Military 
special trains running along the main line. 

Our factory and staff colony are situated just contiguous and parallel 
to the Bengal and Assam Baliway main line and all trains on this 
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line pass alongside the mill and mill colony area for a distance of 
near about a mile from gumti No. 128 A., on the north of Gopalpur 
station. It has been our constant experience for sometime past 
that troops and other military special trains are firing various shots 
while passing the factory perhaps for the sake of fun. 

Sometime back a local boy was thus injured by a bullet shot and a police 
enquiry was held in the matter. 

Yesterday morning about a dozen shots were fired at the factory area 
from the military special train No. G51 N-Up while it was passing 
the mill at about 10-45 a.m.” 

Now, this is the mill area where there are labourers. The military 
trains are passing now and again and they are firing shots at random as if 
the lives of Indians are worse than those of beasts in this country. Nothing 
is done. This Government owes a duty to the people to see that the lives 
of its citizens are protected. This Government is failing in its duty to do 
so. That is how morale is going to be kept. The other day the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy stated in the House that the Government of India had 
asked us to make arrangements for a production of about 45,000 tons of 
sugar when the production was only 15,000 tons. If that is the position 
how can the labourers remain in that mil] area, when they find that when- 
ever military trains are passing they are firing shots at random. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Your time is up. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, I say that this 'is a problem which must engage 
the attention of the House as well as of the Government. 

(At this stage the member resumed his seat.) 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to speak this 
evening on the most momentous question of the day, and in doing so I want 
to say ai the very outset that I am not a friend of the present Government 
nor am I an enemy of theirs. Personally I have no attachment to the 
Ministerialist party but my attitude is one ot a person who forms his opinion 
by judging the various circumstances pertinent to the question. I think 
the question now before us is whether the present ministry has been able 
to deal successfully or effectively with the food problem that has been the 
problem of all problems in the province. But in order to come to an under- 
standing of the problem we must have all the relevant facts before us and 
then to form our opinion upon those facts. There is no denying the fact 
that people in their thousands and tens of thousands were found dead and 
dying all around us when the crisis was at its height. There is no denying 
the fact that people in their huudreds of thousands in utter panic and distress 
were moving about in search of food and were lamenting in 
every corner of this city. There is no denying the fact that even 
the streets of Calcutta and of mofassil towns were strewn wdth 
corpses and dying men as a result of starvation. But is this ministry 
responsible for all thatP Surely the Ministry or the Minister-in-charge will 
be responsible for this if the ministry or the minister who has been entrusted 
with this task has had no imagination, no capacity and no love for the people 
and for the country. As regards Mr. Suhrawardy it must be said that 
there is hardly anybody in this House who can dispute the fact that he is a 
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person fully competent to deal with the question. He is a person who has 
also got imagination. The question now is whether he has got any love 
for his people. Some say that he has got love for his people and others say 
that he has not: that is a point of dispute no doubt. But if he has no 
love for his people and for his country that must be evident by his actions. 

If his action was such that it can be said that he did nothing absolutely, 
when the crisis came, then he must be condemned. If, on the oontrary, it 
can be proved that he has done his best to reduce the sufferings of the people 
by taking recourse to all possible methods, then, of course, we cannot lay 
any blame at his door. There are certain circumstances which must be 
taken into consideration in judging the question on its merit. It cannot be 
gainsaid that before the war Burma used to supply us large quantities of 
rice and paddy. Our province was not and still is not self-sufficient in the 
matter of food. But Burma fell and went over to the Japanese and w’p have 
been deprived of that rice and paddy which Burma used to give us, and it is 
for that reason that Bengal is faced w’ith a serious food crisis. Not only 
has there been loss of supply from Burma hut over and above that there 
has been another burden put upon us. There are a good number of refugees 
from Burma. Burmese and Indians have come to Bengal in thousands atul 
are participating in the slender resources of our province. Besides that the 
war is knocking at our very doors and a huge army has now made its base 
here and is encroaching upon our scanty food resources. These are the most 
trying circumstances under which the ministry has had to carry on the 
administration. Not only that hut the question of transport also stands in 
the way of the ministry in bringing food from other provinces and in its 
free movement within the province. Then, Sir, there is the constitution 
under which the ministers have no free hand in the administration of the 
province. Sir, when the constitution yuine before us in the form of a White 
Paper there were two sets of people: one of them characterised it as 
unworkable; the other said that it was not altogether unworkable but that 
it could he worked in spite of its limitations and thut let it be worked for 
what it w r as worth. Sir, the inherent defects of the constitution are still 
there because even if the ministry wants to act according to its own wishes 
it cannot do so for the constitution stands in the way. Sir, the constitu- 
tion, as it is, has been accepted by the nationalist groups in this House 
and it is being worked lor what it is worth. In spite of the limitations 
of the constitution the present ministry and especially the minister for 
Civil Supplies has been able to administer the department under his charge 
so well that we have been getting rice at Its. 12 per maund and therefore 
I cannot agree to the suggestion made that the ministry has failed utterly 
in its attempt in this direction. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I rise to reply on 
’behalf of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to the cut motions that relate to 
the Home Department. Sir, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal in his cut motion 
referred to the inadequate strength of the A. R. P. personnel in Calcutta. 
He also gave us some facts and figures. As usual Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal’s / 
facts and figures are incorrect and wrong. Sir, the sanctioned strength of 
the A. R. P. personnel in Calcutta Warden Service is — paid 3,776 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: I said 4,000) of which the present actual is 
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3,647. It will therefore appear that there is a deficiency of only 128 paid 
wardens, or about 3 per cent, of the paid strength. Sir, the paid strength 
was raised when it was found on experience that sufficient number of unpaid 
men could not be relied upon and it was considered that the present strength 
of paid men would be adequate for working purposes regardless of - the 
number of volunteers. 

Sir, Mr. B. Mukherjee in his cut motion stated that many lives lost at 
Hathibagan and Kidderpore could have been saved if there were adequate 
A. R. P. wardens. Sir, this allegation is based on the theory that the 
strength of wardens was inadequate but a failure in the reporting system 
would have been expected had his contention been correct, but from actual 
experience it was found that there was no failure in the reporting system 
and therefore his contention that the A. R. P. wardens were not adequate 
is not correct. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : What happened when the dock 
area was bombed P) I am replying to that. Have some patience. 

Dr. Sanyal also gave us some detailed figures about the strength of 
A. R. P. sub-areas in Calcutta, and again, as usual, his figures were wrong. 
I shall give the correct figures. In Burrabazar the sanctioned strength is 
91 and the actual is 83. In Hare Street the sanctioned strength is 93, the 
actual is 88. In Ballygunge the sanctioned strength is 347 paid and the 
actual is 313. In Jorasanko the sanctioned strength is 93 paid and the 
actual 8f> paid. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about volunteers in Burrabazar!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Dr. Sanyal, he has replied to that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: His figures are just the same as mine so 
far as uaid is concerned. He cannot /my my figures are wrong. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. I have already said there i s some 
deficiency in the matter of volunteers. (Dr. Nalinvksiu Sanyal: Then 
why say wrong?) The number of members of paid strength. Dr. Sanyal 
also guve us some facts regarding deficiency of drivers at Beadon Street 
Depot. This is not also quite correct. The facts are as follows: — 
Sanctioned — 

(а) for cars — 14 plus 25 per cent.; 

(б) for ambulances — 11 plus 25 per cent.; 

Actuals — 

(a) for cars — II, 

(b) for ambulances— 14. 

There is thus some deficiency of car drivers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order. I have given some 
figures which appear to be just the same as quoted by Mr. Mohammed Ali, 
and still why should he use the term '‘wrong”? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You know the procedure very well. You can rise on 
a personal explanation and if the honourable member does not yield you 
cannot speak. It is only when he finishes you can rise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I have a right to correct him. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: But you have no right to interrupt him while he is on 
his legs. 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The whole question of desertion of 
drivers was taken up in January last and the following decisions were arrived 
at by Government: — 

(1) Drivers of light vehicles drawing Rs. 40 would be entitled to draw 

the pay of heavy vehicle drivers, viz., Rs. 60 on qualifying to 
drive a heavy vehicle, whether in fact he was employed on a 
heavy vehicle or not. 

(2) Some relaxation of the veto on resignation by drivers and other 

personnel was allowed on the discretion of the Controller. 

These decisions were at first applied to Calcutta and have recently been 
extended to Howrah, 24-Parganas and Ilooghly. After these decisions were 
taken by Government the position with regard to drivers has considerably 
eased. 

Sir, the statement regarding the pay of wardens is correct. For once 
Dr. Sanyal was correct. It maj he added however that besides the con- 
cession rate of Us. 10 per maund of rice, other items such as dal, ghee , oil, 
tea and coke are also available to wardens at concession rates. Besides 
these, the\ are given free clothes and free medical attention. 

])r. Sanyal also referred to additional duties on account of rationing for 
which wardens have received no extra remuneration. It will be more correct 
to say that these duties encroached upon the normal training and duties 
of the wardens than to say that they were additional. The increase of pay 
for lady wardens was considered necessary in order to obtain women of a 
suitable type which was otherwise found to be impossible. Replacement 
of wardens who have resigned is inevitable by untrained men whose training 
is undertaken on appointment. It is certain that the figure of 60 per cent, 
of untrained men quoted by Dr. Sanyal in the warden set vice is greatly 
exaggerated. < I)r. Xamnaksiu Sanyal: What is the percentage there? 
Can you quote it? 1 It is nowhere uear 60 per cent. 

Particulars regarding the allegation by Mr. B. Mukherjee regarding the 
dismissal of Naren Ghosh Dastirlar from Chittagong A. R. P. are not readily 
available to Government here. Particulars regarding Naren Roy of Barisai 
as well as those relating to politicals with reference to recruitment are these. 
Briefly the position is that volunteers are not excluded from A. 11. P. service 
on the ground of their political affiliation, but they are recruited without 
reference to political or party affiliation. They are only accepted as 
individuals. Individual members of the public are welcome and are 
recruited to the A. R. P. service but not as representatives of any political 
or party organisation. 

Before I conclude I would like to make it clear that Government have 
always welcomed the recruitment of unpaid volunteer wardens. The A. R. P. 
Controller ha$ however been unable to get the right type of men and from 
his experience he is quite satisfied that with the paid personnel at his 
disposal he is quite competent and able to meet any emergencies and tackle 
any situation that might arise. Calcutta had several raids, the A. R. P. 
organisation rose to the occasion. They were found efficient and they were 
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found fit and the Controller and the .Government are quite satisfied that 
the strength* at the disposal of the Controller is quite sufficient and the 
Controller is quite competent to meet any emergency. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose all the cut motions moved by Dr. Sanyal, 
Mr. Mukherjee and others relating to the Home Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, so much 
ground has been covered by the honourable members in dealing with this 
motion that it will be impossible for me to reply to all the points that have 
been raised during the debate. I am also left wondering as to what is left 
for the honourable members to sdy when I shall move my next motion in 
the House on Capital Outlay, and they will move their cut motions. 

1 shall try, Sir, to meet some of the points which have been raised but 
I do not guarantee that I shall be able to speak on all of them. 

Sir, I would like to try, if I may, to congratulate honourable members 
of this House on the level of the debate on this occasion. I have not found 
that acrimonious feeling which has unfortunately characterised discussions 
on the food situation on previous occasions. Possibly it is due to the fact 
that honourable members have realised that the food situation should be 
kept out of acrimony as far as possible or possibly they have appreciated to 
some extent the efforts that are being made by Government to meet the 
present situation. If that is not so, then I am unfortunate. I have however 
to deprecate the speeches of some of the honourable members that tend 
somewhat to undermine confidence. You must realise that confidence is 
essential if we have got to tide over the present situation, and it does nobody 
the least good to repeat what has so often been exploded, namely, that the 
cultivator has no confidence in the Government, that the prices are rising 
all over, that the policy of Government has failed and that another new 
famine is in sight. 1 would like to assure the House, and as I am really 
anxious for the supoprt of the Opposition, I would also like to assure the 
Opposition that ii we work together and il actually no attempts are made 
on their part to undermine the confidence there is every hope and possibility 
that vc shall pass on to the next year without facing another famine or 
without any great difficultly. (Iiai Harendra Nath Chaudhury : As you 
were optimistic last time.) 

One outstanding speech is that which has been delivered by Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu. In his speech he has tried lo justify his own Ministry and 
placed before the House the problems w r hicli confronted it and how it dealt 
with them. He could not obviously resist the temptation of attacking the 
present Ministry and of pointing out its failures. Let me give to 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu’s Ministry all the things that are its due, but 
I will not emulate him by attacking the old Ministry and pointing out those 
acts of omission and commission which accentuated the crisis which we 
have to deal with. (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: Very generous!) 

Sir, 1 feel that I should take the House into confidence on a telegram 
which we have just received from the Government of India. 1 am extremely 
happy over it as it is to some extent the culmination of the very persistent 
efforts that I made to secure for Bengal a fairer share of same of the produce. 
I have, so far as it lies in my power, pressed the claims of Bengal, and 1 
am happy to be able to announce to the Houa* that the sugar quota of 
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Bengal has been increased irrespective of our own produce, 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Thank you.) that the quota of gur has been 
increased, (Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta : Very sweet of you) the quota of 
mustard oil and mustard seeds has been increased and the Government of 
India are going to make further efforts to increase the quota and to secure 
adequate movement and procurement. The Government of India hav$ 
promised to send us more standard cloth, as much as we desire, and have 
reiterated the promise which we hope will be fulfilled, of sending 30,000 
tons of salt per month. I feel, Sir, that it does to some extent give to the 
province of Bengal and to the Ministry and to its humble servitor, i.e., 
myself some cause for satisfaction. 

Sir, we have been told in this House that we shall never be able to meet 
the food situation unless a truly national Government is established. Sir, I 
would very much have liked to have the eo-operalion of all sections of the 
House in the establishment of a truly national Government, from the point 
of view of what may be considered to be truly national and not a conglomera- 
tion or an aggregate of particles with nothing in common, that are always 
trying to work in defferent ways, and only get together for a temporary 
purpose (laughter), but a government composed of those who understand 
each other, and are prepared to co-operate with each other through thick 
and thin. Sir, failing the establishment of such a Government at the Centre 
for reason* which everybody knows, I have attempted to establish such a 
Government from the village upwards through the medium of food 
committees on which the policy of this Government is based and on which 
I rely to a very great extent and from which I have got a considerable amount 
of co-operation, and which have got together the public of all sections, 
holding diverse creeds and political views all working for a common cause. 
I consider, Sir. that if we can continue on these lines, we hope that in 
course of time we may be able to have a Government of parties who will 
truly be prepared to co-operate with each other. 

Sir, I think it was again Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu who said “You must 
possess the confidence of the people.” With great respect to him, and in 
spite of all that my honourable friends opposite may say, I do claim that in 
the food policy we have the confidence of the people. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Ministerialist benches and cries of “question” from the 
Opposition benches.) The confidence of the people has been manifested. 
(Uproar.) I do not expect to have the confidence of that section of the 
House (pointing to the Opposition benches) because it is their job, if I 
may say so, to decry the Government. (Uproar.) (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri : You are job-hunters.) And then Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu 
had a fling at the European party and said that this Ministry ought not to 
depend upon their votes. A little bird tells us that it was only yesterday 
that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee paid a visit to the European party 
canvassing for their support. (Laughter.) The Europeans are as much a 
part of the House as anybody else. They have as much right to criticise, 
support and oppose as anybody else. If I have their confidence I am 
fortunate, and I hope, Sir, that we shall continue to act in such a manner 
that we shall get their confidence and we shall deserve that confidence. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Ministerial benches.) I claim nothing 
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more from them. I do not ask them to support the Ministry if we are 
not deserving of their confidence, and we hope, Sir, that we shall continue 
to act in a manner which will entitle us to their spport. (Dr. Nai.inaksha 
Sanyal : Remain always good boys.) 

The increase in the expenditure of the Civil Supplies Department has 
been commented upon by various members in this House. Please realise 
what we are called upon to do. We have to procure foodgrains, we have to 
move them, to transport them in various ways; we have to distribute them 
afterwards in deficit areas or in towns; we must keep prices down ; we must 
control prices; we must prevent hoarding and black-marketing. We must 
have a procurement branch, a distribution branch, an enforcement branch, 
a movement branch, and at the same time we must so plan that every area 
should have sufficiency of foodgrains, We must send adequate supplies 
to the deficit areas; we must arrange for their storage in those areas, and 
we must see that the foodgrains are well kept, that they are not spoiled 
and that there is no loss. We have to do likewise with almost every other 
commodity. Not only (as 1 am talking about foodgrains) have we to do all 
these things within the province, but we have to make arrangements for the 
procurement of foodgrains from outside (he province. We have got to 
arrange for inspection outside. That is being done now. That is the 
meaning of “at present”, which Mr. B. R. Sen referred to. At present, 
it is the responsibility of the receiving Government. We have to see that 
they are moved to this province. We have to receive them here, store them 
and send them at once to those areas that need them or send them to our 
ration shops. Then the same procedure has to be adopted for sugar, for 
cloth, for gur, for dais and for all the commodities that we get from outside 
including mustard seeds and mustard oil. We have to arrange for the 
distribution of kerosene within the province, if all these things have got 
to be done and if the work which used to be done by millions and millions 
of people is now' going to be done by Government, surely we must have a 
sufficiency of staff and the cost of doing all this must necessarily go up. If 
you realise the work w r hich is on our shoulders I do not think you can for 
a moment say that the expenditure that it involves is by an} means not 
commensurate wdth the w r ork. More than that 1 may tell the House that 
we shall have to increase our staff further. We need a proper enforcement 
branch. An honourable member has stated here w r bat is the use of issuing 
circulars and orders if you cannot enforce orders. For such reasons, w’e 
shall have’ to have a proper enforcement branch. We shall have to appoint 
an Assistant Director for every subdivision. We shall have to go in — 
although this is not exactly my department it is linked to it — we shall have 
to go in for large rehabilitation schemes which will need further staff. 
If you want us to do work properly, if you want us to serve the people of 
Bengal, then w T e must have all these means at our disposal. 

Now, Sir, what w T e are doing is this. Firstly, we have set up an organi- 
sation for the procurement of foodgrains. Government is satisfied w’ith the 
progress that has been made in that behalf. We have not been able to get 
all the foodgrains that we thought would be available for us, but I think 
that it is all to the good. Procurement by Government of foodgrains was 
entirely a new* venture. Had we procured more the probability was that 
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our arrangements would have broken down, our arrangements for movements, 
for storage, for sending to deficit areas, and our arrangements for reception 
and distribution. What we have done has been satisfactory. The old 
system of foodgrains coming on to the market between January and April 
has altered. A large quantity of foodgrains instead of coming on to the 
market still remains with the agriculturists. Certain misgivings have been 
voiced on this score. To my mind there is no need for these misgivings. 
I believe that most of the agriculturists have been misled vcr t \ largely by 
the alarmist rumours propagated by certain sections, not necessarily by the 
Opposition but by certain sections in the country, and have come to hold 
the view that the price of foodgrains will rise again. Fortunately, Sir, 
in spite of what the honourable members may say the price of rice is coming 
down and I have the latest figures at my disposal from which I am satisfied 
that the price of rice is falling. There was a temporary rise in price, and 
there must be a rise in one or two places. For instance in Chittagong, 
where there is so much local inflation, there is bound to be a local rise in* 
price. Take those areas where there were not sufficient foodgrains. We 
had to send to haridpur and Dacca foodgrains from here. We are now 
sending foodgrains to haridpur and Dacca in abundant quantities. The 
price there is bound to fall. Similarly the price is generally falling, with 
the result that those persons who have been keeping back their stocks in the 
hope that price will rise, in view of the alarmist rumours that there will be 
a repetition ot last year, are bound to release their foodgrains. We have 
brought down our ceiling price of paddy by 4 annas with the result that 
within the last week the procurement has increased to a considerable extent. 
I am, therefore, satisfied with the progress that has been made. The more 
foodgrains are held hack at this stage tlu* more will come on the market 
at a later stage; and when this happens, prices will fall still further, und 
more and more foodgrains will he oftered for sale. 

Mr. Kennedy has raised the question of consumers' goods. This is a 
matter which has been engaging our attention and we have taken very 
prompt steps in this connection. We had the benefit of the services and 
experience of Mr. Lockhart who had placed this department on a sound 
foundation. Laterly, the Secretary to the Government of India in that 
department was here in Calcutta and we have had consultations with him 
on this matter. We expect that consumers’ goods and particularly those 
that we need most, viz., corrugated iron sheets and agricultural implements 
will soon he arriving in considerable quantities. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about surreptitious change and 
pretention of direct sale to Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : We an Mill considering that. 
The problem regarding pioeurement is that oui agents are not \et able to 
spread their tentacles far enough. We shall have to have some kind of 
subsidiary system of purchase in order that the agriculturists mav get a 
fair price. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That was the original arrangement. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY • Ttys is still the arrangement. 
It has not yet been carried out 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why? 
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Tha Hoil’ble lift H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* Because it means setting up 
an organisation which I am loth to take up unless I am satisfied that 
it will function satisfactorily; and because I am anxious as far as possible 
to utilise the trade channels as much as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Local trade channels? 

The Hovt’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes Now, Sir, I have not 
much time left. I would like to refer to a general matter, namely the 
financial responsibility that has been thrown on this Government in regard 
to food purchase matters and the loss that we have had to incur in order to 
pay for cheap shops and so on and in order to keep the people alive. 

Sir, l am sure the House will agree with me in my assertion that this 
expenditure should not fall primarily upon the Provincial Government. It 
is an expenditure which we have had to incur on account of the war being 
at our doors. But this is not being largely recognised : it has not been 
recognised by other Governments; it has not been recognised by the Central 
Government. Bui for the war we would not have had those conditions 
which have been accentuated by the difficulties of movement and of trans- 
port: we would not have had those difficulties which have been accentuated 
due to larger consumption arising out of war conditions. 

Sir, the war is at our doors, and I think the main responsibility rests 
with the Central Government and with any other Governments that are 
responsible for this war, and it will be our duty and joint endeavour to press 
for relief for the Government of Bengal, and not be satisfied with tbe airy 
manner with which the Hon’ble the Finance Member of the Government of 
India has given a paltry three erores of rupees to the Government of Bengal. 
It is not, Sir, Miai 1 do not rcdl'** his difficulties, but 1 think he should have 
a better, and if I may say so, a more realistic conception of what we have 
passed through and are passing through, and should realise that the diffi- 
culties of Bengal are mainly due to the war conditions and to the fact that 
we are in this zone. To that, Sir, I should add that our difficulties are 
'likely to increase -in fact our difficulties are constantly increasing — though 
we are trying to meet them to the best of our ability. As all our difficulties 
are largely due to the war conditions, I think the Government oi India 
should know that it is the unanimous wish of all sections of this House that 
it should accept the responsibility and undertake to discharge its liabilities 
in a much larger and more generous frame of mind. 

Sir, there are various other matters which have been raised. I do not 
think I hav© got the tfme to deal with all of them. So, Sir, may I now 
deal with one point only, namely, Textiles. 

Now, Sir, with regard to Textiles, I may say in passing that I have also 
discussed its problems with the Hon’ble Mr. Hydari, and I hope we shall 
be able to give some relief to people here, and put on the market more 
doth. I know it is impossible to tex-mark all the cloth within a reasonable 
time. I have pressed the matter before him and I feel sur© that he will 
consider the case of the Government of Bengal a little bit more realistically 
than the Controller of Textiles. I can assure you that the Government of 
Bengal has left no stone unturned to point out to the Government of India 
that difficulties that have arisen, and that there is a likelihood of a cloth 
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famine unless some steps are taken immediately, and I am confident that 
after I have pressed the matter before the Hon’ble Mr. Hydari, something 
will be done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL" What about the sale of unstamped 
cloths ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The licences of the evil-doers 
have been cancelled. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why don’t you proceed against them 
in the court P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That I am considering. 

But, Sir, as for those who have sold at prices even higher than the marked 
retail price, who have black marketed without compunction, there is no 
hope for them at all. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the point that has been raised regarding Kasem 
Ismail’s salt, I want to make the position clear. It was stated that 
Mr. Kasem Ismail charged Rs. 15 whereas the District Magistrate fixed the 
price at Rs. Id or something like Ihat. Sir, I have checked up the matter, 
there was a dispute of one anna. Mr. Kasem Ismail worked out the figure 
to show that the cost was Rs. 13-3 whereas the District Magistrate thought 
that the cost was Rs. 13-1. That was all about the dispute, and this did 
not stop the movement of one grain of salt — the salt which could be des- 
patched and for which movement could be procured was sent. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, may I ask the Hon’bl. 'Minister 
one question ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please resume your seat? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: On a point of privilege. Sir I 
want to ask one question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will not allow that at this stage. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Why not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Biswas, will you kindly resume your seat? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, why you have taken this attitude 
I cannot understand. I stand on my right to ask the Hon’ble Minister only 
one question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, l cannot allow that. Will you kindly resume 
your seat? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. When 
a member rises to put a question, what reason is there for not allowing him 
to do soP He has risen on a point of privilege. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a point of order at all and I do not allow it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, may I just point out that you 
have always disallowed interruptions and very rightly, if I may say so, when 
a speech is made by an Hon’ble Minister in reply, but you have made an 
exception m the case of questions being put at the end of a speech if the 
questions are utilised for the purpose of bringing out further facts. This is 
exactly the position which Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas has taken up, and I 
do not think that he deserved a summary treatment from you in this fashion. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: The real position is that the debate was to terminate 
punctually at 6-35 p.m., and that is the reason which compels me to put the 
mo ’ons str.ughtaway to vote. So I cannot allow any further discussion, 
and I hope the members will kindly be in their own seats. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why should the debate terminate at 
€-35 p.m., Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have already said that. 

The motion of Mr. Charu Chandra Roy that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and a division 
called. 

(After the ringing of the Division bell the motion was again, as usual, 
put by. Mr. Speaker.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The question before the House is the cut motion No. 5 
moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. Those who are in favour of it 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you please read out the whole 
motion P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It i s not necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is necessary, Sir. 1 rise on a point 
of order. This cut motion be put on record. I submit that it is wrong on 
the part of the office to direct the reporters to keep a wrong record as we 
find that in all our cut motions only the reduction is mentioned, viz., that 

the demand he reduced by Rs. 100, but “to raise a discussion ” that 

sentence is taken out. I submit, Sir, it is extremely unfortunate that the 
office should direct official reporters to make a report in a wrong wav and 
not to take a proper and correct report of what members utter in this House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The practice that has been followed all along will be 
followed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. It is not the practicd. I submit that 
the report must be a correct report of the proceedings. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Quite so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 have got with me reports 

Mr. 8PEAKER. No question arises v at the time of putting. Will you 
kindly resume your seatP You can make your submission afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you will kindly read the entire 
motion. Thai has been the practice all along. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That is not the practice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, that is the practice in the House. 
The motion has to be put. Sir, it is extremely unfair. It has been the 
practice you yourself have followed. You will kindly read out the motion. 

Mr, SPEAKER. Will you kindly resume your seat? I think I need not 
«plain in detail what happened. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Would you kindly read out the motionP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat? Is it fair to the 
Chair that you will not allow him to finish? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, it is fair to the Chair to 
request him to read out the motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will not accept your dictation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are again requested to put the 
motion. The rule requires that the motion should be put. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The motion is that the demand be reduced by Its. 100. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : That is not the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : The motion is that the demand be 
reduced bv Rs. 100 with a view to raise a discussion 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please resume your seat? If you do not 
allow me to finish, is it proper 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, please put the motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 will put the motion according to my own light. I 
cannot follow your dictation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You will be good enough to put the 
motion as it is. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion is that the demand be reduced by Its. 100. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL: Then, Sir, what is the difference 
between that motion and other motions? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, all the motions arc preceded by 
the wordings “That the demand be reduced by Its. 100”. In that riase, 
how do we differentiate between one motion and another? It is necessary 
that the House should be given to understand the difference between two 
motions. It may be. Sir, that you may not put one motion but put the 
other. „ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I submit that originally Sir 
Azizul Haque did put the whole thing. It is the office that abused this 
thing and they have directed the reporters to report otherwise. It is 
extremely unfair and wrong and it is agaiiiHt the privilege of the House. 
The motion must be put as the motion stands. The rule requires that a 
motion must be wholly put and not a part of it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly allow me to finish? If you had 
allowed me to finish, there would not have been any necessity for this 
discussion. I am mutv you have not allowed me to finish. The real posi- 
tion is this. 1 am stating all these facts because on a previous occasion 
this point was raised and I had an occasion to look into the whole affair. 
Originally the practice used to be that the whole thing used to be put. 
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Subsequently, my predecessor went into this matter and it appears that for 
nearly three years 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not a fact. The office 
misdirected 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever that may be, I have found this practice in 
existence. That is on record. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is recorded wrongly The 
practice has always been otherwise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, it is extremely unfair to the Chair and it 
is unfair to the House if you go on like that. I am telling you the position 
because you yourself raised this point on some other occasion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I am always maintaining the same 
position. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : Sir, I tell you frankly that I 
want to understand fvhat is the motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you kindly resume your seat I am sorry I have 
not been allowed to tell the whole thing. If you kindly cease interrupting 
me, I may tell you what I know about the whole thing and then I will tell 
you what I am going to do, blit before I finish a sentence if you interrupt 
me, it becomes impossible for me to state what the present practice is and 
what should be done. Now the position as I have been able to find from 
the records is this. At present it is only recorded that the cut motion 
moved by .so and so was put and lost. That is what I find recorded in the 
records for a pretty long time. Previous to that there used to be some- 
times tile other thing stated, viz., “to raise a diseusion” and so on and 
sometimes it used not to be so recorded. That is what I have found. Now, 
when I came in office, I used to put sometimes that the demand be reduced 
by Rs. 100 and sometimes the whole thing when that objection has been 
taken, I put the whole thing before the House. At one stage Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi raised the point whether this is permissible and for that the 
whole thing was reviewed and it. appears to me from the records that the 
practice which appears to have been uniformly followed for a pretty long 
time is this that the cut motion number so and so was put and lost. 

The real position, therefore, is that if you insist, for the time being I 
am going to put the entire thing according to your desire. But I think I 
will have to give a decision on it tomorrow or on a future date and that 
decision will be final. So far as this matter is ooncerned, in pursuance of 
the desire of the Opposition to which Government have got no objection, I 
am putting the whole thing before the House. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Chargee 
in India” he reduced by Rs. 100, which was moved to raise a discussion 
about — 

(t) the utter failure of the Government to control the price of rice and 
the necessity of controlling the other necessaries of life which are 
abnormally rising every day; 
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(«) the utter apathy and sense of optimism displayed bv Government 
in statements issued now and then in the face of' the increased 
rise in price and apprehended outbreak of famine in We areas of 
Province of Bengal; and 

'"») ,he lailure °* Government in feeding large number of starving 
people now in many areas in the province of Bengal, 

was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

A VCt — 62. 


AM«I Wait*, Maalvi. 

Aka H attain tartar, Maalvi. 

Ah mat Khan, Mr. Syad. 

Banariaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Baaarji, Mr. P. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Bata, Mr, Saatath Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. fiabfnda Chandra. 

Bitwat, Mr. turandra Nath. 

Chattapadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Ohaatfhari, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Dat, Baba Radhanath. 

Oat fiapta, Dr. J. M. 

Oaa fiapta, trijut Narandra Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. takamar. 

Datta fiapta, Mitt Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. llpandranath. 

F axial Hap, Mr. A. K. 

Chat*. Mr. Atul Krishna, 
fiapta, Mr. Jagtth Chandra. 

Hatan Alt Chawdhury, Mr. Syad. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maalvi. 

Jalaluddin Hathamy, Mr. Syad. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonah Ali Majamdar, Maalvi. 

Khan, Mr. Dahandra Lali 
Kanda. Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Baba Athatath. 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur Uday Chand, ef 
Bardwan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 


Majamdar, Mrt. Hamaprava. 

Mandat, Mr. Birat Chandra. 
Maniratiaman Ititmahadf, Manlana Md 
Maqhal Hotain, Mr. 

Maakarjta, Dr. Syamapraaad. 

Makharji, Mr. Dhlrandra Narayan 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Makharji, Dr. h. c. 






enanara. 


Mullick, trljat Athatath. 

•« OmlmSuar. 

Natkar, Mr. Nam Ohandra. 

^■ui, tlr Nari tankar. 

Paddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnleharan. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

*tajr, Mr. Kamalkriahna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

*ay, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray. Mr. Patlram. 

Ray, thih thakharaswar, Kumar. 

•anyat, Dr. Nalinaktha. 
tanyal, Mr.taaanka takhar. 
tan. Mr. Atul Chandra, 
tan, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath, 
tan, Jocath Ohandra Rai Bahadur, 
tan fiapta, Mri. Nallia. 

Shamaoddin Ahmad, Mr. 
tinha, trijut Manindra Bhutan, 
tur, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Wallur Rahman, Maalvi. 


NOES— 129. 


Akdul Azii. Maalana Md. 

Abdvl Hat*, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hah tarn, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Maalvi (Mymantingh). 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maalvi Md. 

Abdul Halim Malta, Maalvi Muhammad. 

Abdul HamM, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Namid than, Maalvi. 

Abdul Jahbar, Maalvi. 

Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Lattf Bitwat, Maalvi. 

Abdal Majid* Mr. Syad (Noakhali). 

Abdul Matalab Malik, Dr. 

Abdulla-Af Mabmaod, Mr. 

Ahdar Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman Siddipi, Mr. 

Abdar Ratchid Mahmoud, Mr. 

Aidar Raahaad, Maalvi Md. 

Abdar Raaf, Khan Bahadar Maalvi t. (Hawrth). 
Abdar Raaf, Khan Bahadur Shah (Raagpar). 
Abdat tbaboad, Maalvi Md. 

Abal Fail, Mr. Md. 

Aka I Nothin), Maalvi. 

Abal HaaoHi Ahmad, Mr. 

Abal Matud, Katl. 

Abal Qaatom, Maalvi. 


Ahmtd All Mridha, Maalvi. 

Ahmad Hotaia, Mr. 

Affaxuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 
Amir Ali Mia, Maalvi Md. 

Anwtrnl Axlm, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aulad H attain Khan, Khaa Bahadur Maalvi. 
Burma, tha Han'bla Mr. Pramhari. 

Barmaa, Baba Shyama protad. 

Birkmyra, Hr Haary, Bart. 

Bitwat, Mr. Rafik Lai. 

Ohakrabarty, Mr. Jatladra Nath. 

Chakrabarty, Baba Naraadra Narayan. 
Chippandalt, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dat, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Dat Rai Sahib Klrrt Bhatan. 

Dat, Mr. Maamahaa. 

Datt, Baba Dahandra Nath. 

Emdadul Hapua, Kail. 

Farnnt Baaa Khanam, Bagum. 

Fazial Quadir, Khaa Bahadar Maalvi. 

Fazlar Rahman, Mr. (DatcaJ. 

Faxtar Rahman, Mr. (Myrnaatlagh). 
filaddlag, Mr. D., C.I.C. 

Bolam Rabbaal Abammad, Maalvi. 


fiamat, Mr. R. A. 
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•aavaml, ti»« Han’bla Mr. TiW OhMtfra. 
irtfltm, Mr. e. 
aupta, Mr. 4. N. 

•■lung, Mr. Dambar iiagfc. 

MfliiMii ChaaBhirl, Maulvi. 

Ab ms*, KIim lahik. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

NiiMinanu, Kkan Sahib Maahri MS. 

Hasina Murshai, Mr*., M.B.E. 

HaUnally Jamalar, Kkaa laklk Maalvl. 

HaywaaS, Mr. Ragars. 

HanSry, Mr. Davli. 

Hirtzal, Mr. M. A.F., O.B.E. 

HaSga, Mr. H. It. 

Itpahaal, Mr. M. A. H. t M.B.K. 

Jalaluiiln AkmaS, tka Haa’kla Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
SailmuSSIn Ahmad, Kkan Bakadur Maulvi. 

Kakirnddin Kkan, Kkan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Kazan All Mina, takibiada Kawan Jak lyad. 
Kannady, Mr. I. B. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Okandra. 

Laiak, Mr. dakn. 

MePharsan, Mr. B. P. 

Makzuddin Akmad, Dr. (Bagra). 

MaBanddln Akmad, Kkan Bakik Maulvi (Tlppara). 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandai, Mr.JlMiku Baharl. 

Mandal, MlWgat Okandra. 

Mandal, thaltan'bl* Mr. dagandra Nath. 

Mnadal, Mr. Krishna Praiad. 

Manlrnddln Akkand, Maulvi. 

Maaud All Kkan Pannl, AlHadJ Maulvi. 

Makammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mahtin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. Q., O.l. C. 

Maalam All Mollah, Maulvi M. 

Mazammal Huq. Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad lahnqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Inrail, Maulvi. 


Muhammad Siddiga*, Kkan Bakadur Dr. gyad. 
Makarjaa, tka Han’kla Mr. Taraknatk, M.B.E. 

MuNick, Mr. Mukunda Baknry. 

Mullick, tka Han’kla Mr. Pulla Boh ary. 

Musharruff Hatsaia.tha Han’kla Naw*,Kbaa Bahadnr. 
Mustagavsal Hagan, Mr. lyad. 

NaaaruUab. Nawakzada K. 

Nazimuddin, tka Han’bla Kbwaja tir, K.C.I.E. 
Naarnddin, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. It., M.B.E. 

it. HM'kl. Mr. lux. p, Manna. 

Panroll, Mr. 4. A. 

Bazaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 
ladaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sakruddln Ahmad, Haji. 

•ahtko Alim, Mr. gyod. 

•alim, Mr. g. a. 

•arkar, Baku Madhuiudan. 
lorajul Islam, Mr. 

Ihahakuddln, tho Han’klo Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 
thahodali, Mr. 

Ilngha, Baku Kshotra Nath. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. 4. N. 

Smyth Osbourns, Mr. D. B. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhraurardy, tho Hon’klo Mr. H. S. 

Btovonson, Mr. R. A. H. 

Tamizuddin Khan, tho Hon'klo Mr. 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkor, Mr. W. A. M., C-B.E. 

Whitohoad, Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0., 0.1. E. 

Yusuf Al) Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmod, Choudhury, Maulvi. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvi. 


ilie Ayes being 02 and the Noes 129, t lie motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 

Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India" he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Rnmizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03— Extraordinary Charged 
in India" be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. TTpendra Nath Barman that the demand of 

Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “60— Extraordinary Charges 
in India" he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar that the 
demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63— Extraordi- 
nary Charges in India" he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar that the 
demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “63— Extraordi- 
nary Charges in India", be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendru Nath Chaudhuri that the demand of 

Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head ‘63— Extraordinary Charges 
in India" be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Maqbul Hosain that the demand of R h . 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “63— Extraordinary Charges in India"' be 
reduced by Re. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Maulvi Maqlmi Hosain that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Chargc.s in India” he 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head ”03— Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand ot Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03— Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand ot Rs. 3,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put, and lost. 

The motion of Alhadj Gvasuddin Ahmed Chaudhury that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India* ’ he reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sen that the demand of 
Rs. 8,i)0,o7,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charge/* 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi AValiur Rahman that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57.000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” he 
reduced h.v Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57.000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Xalmaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 —Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced bv Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. A t n l Chandra Sen that the demand of IN. 8.50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced b\ Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that the demand of 

Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India” he reduced b\ Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 

11s. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in India” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. B. Mukherjee that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Prainatha Nath Banerjee that the demand of 
Rs. 8,50,57,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges 
in Tnd ia” b£ reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 for 
expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 8,50,57,000 
for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum 
of Rs. 8,50,57,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” was then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. ) 

(After adjournment.) 

85A — Capital outlay on provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, Oil the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Re. 1 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “85A — Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with war, 1939”. 

J hope the House will have no objection to granting one rupee. 

, Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Re. 1 under the head “85A — Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with war, 1939” be reduced by anna one. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about the policy of the Govern- 
ment in embarking on schemes involving heavy financial commitments and 
giving effect to the same without taking the House into confidence before- 
hand thereby throwing additional burden on the Provincial Exchequer 
which is a legitimate burden on the revenues of the Government of India. 

This new head has been opened in the current year for the exhibition 
of large scale trading transaction^ undertaken by Government in order to 
improve the food situation in the province. 

The total outlay involved in these transactions is ot the order of Rs. 76 
erores in the current year and of Rs. 81 crores in the coming year. 

The estimated loss due to sale ot foodstuff to the public and to Govern- 
ment servants at concession rates in the current year has been placed at 
Rs. 3 A crores and in the coming year at Rs. 5 crores. 

It is not possible at this stage to estimate the losses attributable to such 
factors as shortage, damaged or unsalable stock, etc. 

The hook value of the stock likely to remain in hand at the close of 
the year is estimated at Rs. 29 J crores and a carry forward of Rs. 12 crores 
of foodgrains other than wheat and Rs. 56 lakhs of salt. 

The huge capital required has been obtained from three sources, viz., 
loans from the Central Government, cash credit advances from the Imperial 
Bank of India and Treasury Bills. Henceforth the bulk of these purchases 
will be financed directly out of the cash credit advances taken from the 
Imperial Bank of India, Calcutta. The interest on these loans will have 
to be met from the Provincial revenues. 

Sir, between June and October this Government received loans and 
advances totalling 12 crores from the Centre. But afterwards the Govern- 
ment of India indicated that they desired the Provincial Government to 
make their own arrangements to raise funds in the open market or through 
normal trade channels. In compliance with the wishes of the Central 
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Government this Government made arrangements with the Imperial Bank 
of India for the opening of cash credit account for financing the various 
trading operations under this head. 

In November last the Government of Bengal addressed the Government 
of India and asked for a subvention, but no reply has so far been received. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister says, “In seeking financial assistance from 
the Centre in our present difficulties I do not consider it is charity for which 
we are asking”. In utter despair he exclaims that he has come to believe 
in the motto “Heaven helps those that help themselves”. But he does not 
stop there; he assures the House that he hopes to raise 10 crores more 
revenue than was raised in the two preceding years by fresh taxation. 

In his speech in September last while presenting the budget estimates 
he said, “We in Bengal have sought the assistance of the Government of 
India; we have, at great sacrifice, offered them co-operation. I sincerely 
hope that assistance will be rendered unto us in the spirit of the proverb: 
< He giveth twice who giveth soon’.” If this war continues for some years 
more, this Government will have to go on borrowing year after year huge 
sums of money to carry on these trading transactions undertaken for the 
purpose of improving the food situation and, Sir, imagine for a moment 
the condition of the finances of this province after the termination of the 
war. When the question of post-war leconst ruction will arise, the condition 
of the provincial finance will not permit to undertake an\ scheme of 
reconstruction. The nation-building activities have now been suspended 
(at this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed to finish 
the sentence) on account of war and they will have to he suspended after 
the war on account of want of funds, and the revenue receipts will naturally 
come down to the pre-war levels and the war debts will be a permanent 
encumbrance on the revenues of the province. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Re. 1 
for expenditure under the head “8oA — Capital Outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with war, 1939” he reduced by anna one. I move this in order 
to raise a discussion alxuit the failure of Government to account for 
purchase of rice and wheat at lower price from outside Bengal and sale of 
the some at great profits in Bengal. 

TOfft TcMfs srftsrfir fTOft *rc? ????t?r->rf5? ft: 

TO.t? ?tfTO? SfPW ^ TO7 'ft TOT3T*T 

or ^rf<nn ?t*?rttro tot ftiR TO fro '3 Tf??t? 

?t;TO SPF TOftt '3 ft® TTO TO TOtTO? TO TOTOlTO TOff 
TOpf TOtt* wiftr i TO w* ’3 ''ft 

^totot ?rts*5fi ftn? ftapr i ftu ?T;TO 

(TO'toi cro? to ntft cro tottto to 

TOTH?T f%3RT TOT arts TCTO I VfftC3 

C TOft ^T 4?; *tt$tC?? TOfft ft: C^rfr?ft in? ftwi i ftn 

to* ?tc$? TO'?t?, ttOTr nro *t$ ^rftirot? <3 *ttro? vm, ?ft 
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dishonest yy, yft 5f53 SR’TtTO'tty Ctm TO fTOT5 *tTT& 5f% TO5 t3t^C3T 

fctytft'TO w-Ort ^rff^WT^r «w y$ra 'SRfnm to *f«R 5 to i 

yt^TO ’rfM’T^WJ 4t5tty£ c*R ra yft i yctm, y;<jy, yyyty 

*f^ft ^tC*T 555551 “RTofttCy 5*R 5T¥ 5 4 d|S 5 5^ w 5M, \544 5t;erly 

CTO '-ttVJtSfC? Cfo'R 5=TO5 53 *ft‘f StfiltTO 1 5R15 TtSTty CcftTO* yfayTO 

« VTTRI »tTO5 , TO#5t ? |ft I^C3 TOHT yttJT TO C-tVS CTO P-tCTO I yfiprei 

jspfp'it ftyft^y yfyytTOy Rotcy '3 cysRtffa 4? tos wy *t 5 rr 5 tos 
Ttr-7 fro 'TO to TO i fro croly '*tvs<t5'fc t^re to ■qfsw to 7fzK$ i 
Wiylii yyyly yc^tsy totott csfyifty «u<r»i yyro ’tjttTO 

TO%55 45; yt;TO yfgyTOy 'Stn TOR TOyt%ri 

’rfa’T'ol g™el kitchen*! 5<TO5 affSflt? C5 yTTO TO%55, 
W3 TO , 'lft!RRT 5C5 I C5TO5 2|T*iRM fgR 5.00 CTO? if 4t 3TO TO?! TO, C5TO5 

TO5 <T't?i to toIsr s.g wryyi *K5 4? ytfijptyfsR on ytft mg sr cto 

TOfTO CTsttPf'J 'ifttsTN yfTO I 45 TOT 5tTO yfffTO 4TORI TOl I 

yfyyiy 553 ftTOffa yjftTO 455 ft yft*t TOTOtcy^ TOcs tot? yfirai 
<TO'tii yyro TOra yyTO 5UTO yfsprstcy ?TO tot TOf yfonro i yiro 

5tn«5 TOTTCTO ^fiT CTO-tatty 5 ft *tT?T5C5 45' 5t:TO ytiTft TOt5 TOT*RT 

droty cy totto TO 5 itTtrz TO5t TOrtn a yf;TO ^tro 't~i yvrtyy 

^Wtft55 5tC5 I 

4? 5^ S^[ft’ yfro y^c?f yfttn 'sfttfro ypRi-yffttcroy <tfo ftyftm 

TOl V5TO 4^ ^5t5 W5T 5t? 5?f irfjPTol I ’5rs#tft^ < tl5ftfi 4? 5^5 ‘l" 
fac-N TO 555 tp;55 5CTO <355 ^55t»ff5C‘t5 ! 3Rr?t'5l«f5, 

•TO'vR 3 '5C5f'*fI 5f855t5 TO CTO? 5TO^1 TO 51 I 5t*5t5 5'5 c t"5 

5ft T^ts-’^CE?! TOTOf 3* 55C5 ET5 45; 5T55!«(15T‘I5 W.5tf.r.3l E15 otTO TOft- 
ftfTO 5Tt5 5^5 51^1055 4? 5fiPT51 CTO ftfC5 5J 55^5 5fs5«l 5k55 TOt‘-t 

5t5 55R I !5tTO? 5t;5Tf5 ytiorf55f ^t571 f<R5 TOC5 I 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand under the head “85 A — Capitul outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with war, 1989“ be reduced by one anna, to raise a discussion 
•bout the policy and the method of the Government in this connection. 

Sir, without going into the details of the Government policy it will 
be enough if I say that Government policy in this regard is to suppress 
the normal trade channel and to substitute it by Government purchase 
departments by appointing agents and sub-agents, to prevent anti-hoarding 
by private persons and to despatch and carry food articles from surplus to 
deficit, areas and to introduce rationing in places where it was necessary. 
Sir, if we have to suppress the normal trade channel we have to make 
elaborate arrangements for transport, for storage of article and for equitable 
distribution. Whether Government succeeded in these matters will be only 
known by the result that Government achieved in the last year and this 
year, 

1 * v Sir, I was last evening telling before the House that even one month 
^•clt \n the Dinajpur town alone 2 lakhs of maunds of rice and paddy were 
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in store at the Government granary. You know, Sir, when people in Dacca, 
Noakhali and Chittagong were starving we had in Government stores 2 
lakhs of maunds of paddy and rice in Dinajpur. There were no arrange- 
ments for despatching this huge quantity of rice and paddy which was 
lying there unutilised. Now, Sir, I was telling this House that though 
it was the intention of the Government to prevent hoarding by private 
•persons what practically happened is this. There were huge stores of rice 
and paddy in different granaries of private persons. These were there 
under requisition from Government. What happened to those rice and 
paddy? They were rotting there in the granaries. No arrangement was 
made by Government to carry them to areas which were deficit. Cp till 
now, Sir, they are rotting in the different granaries of pri\nte persons. So 
who were the hoarders? Government were undoubtedly the hoarders. 
They tried to prevent hoarding but did in turn hoard themselves. These 
hoarded rice and paddy were not available for Dinajpur people nor were 
they available to people who were starving in different areas. 

Now, Sir. as regards rationing 1 will give only one instance. We have 
heard about rationing in Chittagong. That is an area which requires 
rationing most. We learn that only lo per cent, of the population are 
getting the benefit of rationing. 

Then, Sir, we all know that private traders who carry business have 
the initiative to transport things from one place to another for their profit. 
There is no such initiative for the Government officers. So there must he 
some arrangement made which will really substitute the huge arrangement 
which is attached to private trade channels. That has not been done. 

Sir, I received a telegram yesternight from Thakurgaon from a prominent 
office-bearer of the league and Secretary of the local Central Co-operative 
Bank. The telegram runs thus: 

“Salt allowed sell eight annas per seer. No supply kerosene two 
months. Pra> immediate instruction. Fazlul Karim.” 

Sir, for two months if there he no kerosene you will easily imagine the 
difficulties of the people living in the mufassal. Salt is also sold at 8 annas 
per seer. Sir, this is a telegram coming from Thakurgaon subdivision 
which is lying on the border of Bihar. Everybody knows that in Bihar 
aalt is selling at 11 pice per seer. If salt is available in Bihar at 11 pice 
why salt is sold in Dinajpur in Bengal at 8 annas per seer? The only reason 
is that Government have not been able to make proper arrangements. 
Mismanagement and bungling of the Government are responsible for these 
difficulties. 

As regards the Civil Supplies offices in districts, the history is the same 
everywhere. There petitions for licences or permits for sale of kerosene, 
aita and sugar are always missing from the office only because the petitioners 
will not get any orders on their petitions passed if they will not give some- 
thing to the officers. The plea of the officers will therefore be to tell them 
that their petitions are missing. I have seen personally that when petitions 
are filed to the District Civil Supplies offices, either they are missing or 
they are delayed in disposal. Sometimes delay has been for 8 months. £ 
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know of cases where persons who were black-marketing and convicted under 
the Defence of India Rules, were allowed to continue but persons 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Re. 1 for expenditure under the head 4 ‘85 A — Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war, 1989” be reduced by one anna, to raise 
a discussion about the wastefulness involved in the large scale trading 
transactions and the necessity for setting up a machinery to scrutinise the 
operations closely at every stage with a view to minimise loss. 

I also move that the demand of Re. 1 for expenditure under the head 
“85 A — Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the war, 
1939” be reduced by one anna in order to raise a discussion about the Salt 
Purchase Scheme. 

Sir, at this late hour of evening I shall not detain the House for a long 
time with a long speech on these two issues. We had already on previous 
occasions explained how we feel that Government ought to have set up a 
proper and suitable machinery to check and examine the purchases at the 
earlier stages before the Government advanced large sums on their account. 
It is not my case, Sir, that Government have made any mistake in the 
policy of purchase from outside the province, nor is it my case that I would 
leave things uncontrolled to trade, but, Sir, I would submit that when 
such lar^e scale trading is to be taken up by Government, Government 
should have depended more on trade methods than on ihe bureaucratic 
methods of Writers Buildings officialdom. Sir, what the Government ought 
to have done in my humble opinion is to set up a sort of hoard like the 
Port, Trust or some statutory committee to which could be entrusted the 
entire task of purchase and the Government could give them a definite 
direction as to the margin of profit that they could make on certain transac- 
tions with a view to setting off that profit against probable losses. The 
ultimate outcome of that transaction might have been left to the Govern- 
ment t > hear. What we all know is that there uas a stage when the 
Government could have purchased large quantities of foodgrains from with- 
in the province and also from outside the province at comparatively cheaper 
prices, and they did purchase at prices varying from Its. 9 to Rs. 11 for 
rice at one stage from Orissa, Sambalpur and the Central Provinces. But 
the profit that Government could have made on such purchases could not 
be properly utilised for two reasons. The first reason was that there was 
a kind of suspicion on the part of other provinces that Bengal was making 
large profits out of cheap grains supplied by them and this was at the cost 
of the cultivator of that province. The second clamour was from Bengal 
itself that Government was making large profits from trading transactions 
when many complained that the Government of Bengal had purchased wheat 
from the Punjab at low prices and sold it at very high prices. I submit, 
Sir, that in the nature of things this kind of difference of margin between 
the purchase price and the sale price is bound to happen. Government 
ought to have clarified the position earlier and could have a sufficient adjust- 
ment of profit and loss to minimise the loss on Government account by 
grading the qualities and selling the better quality stuffs at much higher 
prioes than what they are doing at present and selling comparatively bad 
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quality stuffs at cheaper prices to enable' the poor people to get them at 
prices within their reach. Instead of that, the Government in their wisdom 
decided to have a flat price and as my friend Mr. Jalan has pointed out 
sometimes rice which was normally, before the crisis, selling in Calcutta 
at prices varying from Rs. 1G to Rs. 20 per maund is now available at Rs. 16 
a maund from ration shops and rice which was formerly available from 
Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 a maund only is also being paid for at a rate of six annas 
a seer or Its. 15 per maund. 

Now, Sir, this is an anomaly which Government could have avoided by 
a little imagination and even now the Government would be well advised 
to exercise that imagination. 

Sir, as has been stated in the Red Book on page 81, the loss that Govern- 
ment calculated on one account only, namely, the deliberate depreciation 
of value of Government stock and the possible loss on the subsidized sales 
to Government servants and to others comes to about Its. 5 crores in the 
budget for 1944-45. I presume, Sir, that there would be also further 
amounts added to it, because 1 found only today a proposed scheme of relief 
and rehabilitation for 1944-45 where the total expenses estimated at the 
present moment go up beyond Rs. 9J crores. A portion of that also would 
be for work bouses and the like where probably some amount of loss on 
account of foodgrains would also appear. Sir, this loss is exclusive of the 
loss that may arise as a result of shortage, damages and unsaleable stocks. 
The total loss apprehended thus is something colossal, and 1 submit, Sir, 
that when such huge losses are involved there is every possibility of certain 
persons trying to get an opportunity for abuse and there is a case made 
out for a very careful scrutiny being made of every transaction. 

The other point that I wanted to draw attention to was the salt purchase. 
I have no quarrel with Government regarding their anticipation of shortage 
of salt in the province and their attempt to keep a stock for future use, but 
what I fee] is that Government does not really meet the situation by mciely 
taking away from the Calcutta market a certain stock to be held over for 
future distribution. Tf Government could really import some additional 
stock from sources of supply other than its own this problem could have 
been solved and not merely b\ keeping back from the Calcutta market 
certain stock which would be available in tbe usual course as certain imports 
come. The trouble is that the whole of Bengal has been left to be supplied 
only by the sea route. Formerly, as normal trade agents know, a lot of 
salt was coming to Bengal by the metre gauge railway line to North Bengal 
in particular and a large quantity was also coming to stations like Sahib- 
ganj to be transported by water to districts like Rajshabi, Raima, also 
Dacca and , further down. Many merchants have complained that although 
they can even now arrange to obtain supply from tbe land route over the 
railway to stations like Sahibganj and transport the salt as they did formerly 
when they were getting permits from the Bihar Government to districts 
like Rajshabi, Malda and Raima, that permission is not being granted now. 
The whole idea of supplying salt from Calcutta is wrong, and the land route 
also should be opened. I hope the Government will take due note of this. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BAHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that tbe 
demand ol Re. 1 for expenditure under the head “85 A — Capital outlay ont 
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Provincial Schemes connected with the war, 1939”, be reduced by one 
Anna. Mr. Speaker, I have managed to secure five minutes of the valuable 
time of the House again, and the allotment of my time is quite on a par 
with the method of presentation of this demand. 

The demand is for Re. 1, the cut is for one anna. So, let the demand 
be passed and let the Hon’ble Minister be satisfied with the balance, namely, 
15 annas. 

Sir, the position is peculiar. We are here dealing with crores of rupees. 
In fact, Mr. Speaker, if you care to analyse page 81 of the Red Book and 
also analyse the speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister you will observe 
that on account of the grain purchase scheme of the Government of Bengal 
there has been a loss to the province to the extent of Rs. 10,85,00,000 on 
account of sale alone. There is not a word said about shortage, damage 
and unsaleable stocks. I can visualise the impossibility of stating short- 
age, damage and unsaleable stocks for the coming year, but surely figures 
are available and should have been made available to the House about the 
amount of wastage or loss on shortage, damage and unsaleable stocks during 
the year that is going by. 

Mr. Speaker, my comprehension of the budget is limited, but as I under- 
stand the budget it is an account of profit and loss. Sir, where are the 
amounts on account of profits which the Government of Bengal secured for 
themselves ? I put the question to the Hon’ble Minister. That is because 
two Provincial Governments, namely, the Government of the Punjab and 
the Government of Sind categorically stated in public that such profits had 
been made by somebody or somebodies. Sir, the Government oi .India took 
the trouble of issuing a communique on the point and yet after ransacking 
the whole of the Red Book and the Blue Book it is a bulky volume, I did 
not come across the amount which the Government of Bengal or somebody 
on behalf of the Government of Bengal got as profit on account of these 
transactions. 

Mr. Speaker, my honourable friend Mr. Suhrawardy is very happy about 
the telegram which the Government of India has sent to the Government 
of Bengal about increased quota for sugar and mustard seed and mustard 
oil. Sir, the contents of the telegram have not been disclosed to us. May 
I know if the contentions raised by Mr. M. P. Gandhi, the Editor of the 
“Indian Sugar Industry Annual” have met with the support of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. Sir, Mr. Gandhi is reported to have stated on the 17th 
March that the sugar rationed in Bombay is 3 lbs. per capita per # month as 
against 2 lbs. in Calcutta. Will the increased quota come to the people 
of Bengal, the same rationing facilities in the matter of sugar as has been 
conceded by the Government of Bombay? I should like an answer from 
the Hon’ble Minister — a categorical answer, not a vague answer which satis- 
fies his own conscience on this particular question. 

Mr. Speaker, the question of salt has been raised in mj' cut motion. 
The Government is prepared to pay a subvention of Rs. 56 lakhs to another 
province. I wish that province good luck. But what about schemes for 
the purpose of manufacture of salt as an industry in this province? With- 
out importing politics into it, it is quite possible to raise salt from this 
province. I have not come across any scheme in this budget whereby the 
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desired object could be achieved. There is a provision, but it is a very 
small provision. 

There is one point on which I am probably for the first time in agree- 
ment with the Hon’ble Minister in charge and that is where he states that 
the expenditure which this province lias been incurring is not merely of 
provincial concern. It is because Bengal is in the theatre of war that a 
large amount of money has to be spent and I shall only condemn the 
Government for failure to secure adequate subsidy from the Government 
of India. 

In my last speech I referred to the fact that notwithstanding the faot 
that the Government of Bengal bad asked for Us. 9 crores from the Govern- 
ment of India, the Government of India was prepared to concede to it only 
Us. 3 crores and not only that, the Government of India conceded this 
grant at an enhanced rate of interest. The rate of interest varied last year 
between Us. 1-2 and Us. 1-4 per cent, and now it has gone up to 2 per cent, 
I put a question to the Hon’ble Finance Minister as to why this sharp rise 
in the rate of interest. I am not overlooking the fact that certain grants 
were interest free. May I expect the Hon’ble Minister to give me the 
details alxiut this sharp rise in the rate of interest which will cost this 
province quite a considerable sum of money? 

There is just one word — my time is running short — and that is about 
the distribution scheme of the Government of Bengal. The less said with- 
in the time allotted to me about this matter the better and connected with 
the distribution scheme which is more or less a failure, 1 should like to 
draw the attention of the Ilon’ble Minister to the fact that rice has dis- 
appeared from the market. It is not a political stunt.. It is a fact; it is 
a reality which fact and which reality will strike hard against the optimistic 
nature of the Hon’ble Minister. Last year we were regaled with his 
tnktapoosh speeclj. This year we shall probably have an arm chair speech 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies. 

Sir, the sands of my time have run out. I commend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

The Hoft’ftle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY s Sir, I shall he very brief in 
my reply. I shall take this opportunity to remove the cobwebs which are 
still clouding the issues. In the first place I need not refer again to the 
responsibility of the Government of India. We have not had, as I have 
stated before, such a deal as we are entitled to, but we shall continue to 
protest and the fact that we are involved in these difficulties is not going 
to slow down the work of reconstruction which we are determined to v 
undertake. What will happen subsequently we shall see, but we shall not 
allow the province of Bengal to suffer merely because the Government of 
India chooses to be niggardly at this stage. 

specific reason everybody knows. Today I can tell yon that whilst such 
of Bengal has made. I am sorry that this cry is raised in this House. It 
is bad enough that it is raised outside. That it is raised outside for a 
specific reason everybody # knows. Today I can tell you that whilst such 
a furore was raised throughout India on the alleged profits which th# 
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Government of Bengal was making on the wheat transactions, nothing has 
been said — the whole of India is quiet; the Government of India is quiet, 
and the nationalist papers of the other provinces are quiet about the profits 
which the other provinces are making at the expense of Bengal. There they 
have a people that are used to supporting their Government. Their Govern- 
ments are making profits at the expense of Bengal. They are supported 
by their people. I pointed out over and over again that the alleged profits 
on wheat transactions were due to certain misunderstanding. The Govern- 
ment of India had promised to send us large quantities of wheat on the 
basis of which we had made arrangements for transport, for storage, for 
retransport and for handling. That amount of wheat was not sent to Bengal. 
Even the godowns of the mills remained empty. For that reason these 
expenses were not incurred and we made a profit. We immediately pointed 
out that we proposed to reduce this profit by selling wheat at a lower price. 
There are various views regarding this. I am not certain whether we were 
justified even in reducing the price of wheat merely because we were making 
some profits on wheat transactions. As a matter of fact there is another 
view that all the foodgrains should be taken as a whole and not separately, 
like wheat transactions and rice transactions. If we take the transactions 
as a whole then considering the amount of losses that we were making on 
the rice transactions, there is no question that we would have been justified 
in making some profit on wheat, hut inasmuch as the Government of the 
Punjab and even the members opposite tried to make political capital out 
of this at the expense of provincial finance, we agreed to lower the price 
of wheat to treat the wheat transactions separately. As a matter of fact 
we are now thinking of lowering the price of wheat and wheat products 
still further. As I pointed out some time ago we have been receiving 
Australian wheat at a cheaper price. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL ” You will have some profit all the same. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: We shall go on decreasing 
the price until we undergo a loss. Honourable members have always been 
repeating the statement that while foodgrains were waiting in Dinajpur, in 
Jessore or in Burdwan persons were dying of starvation in Faridpur and 
Dacca. The statement is not correct. At the time when we accumulated 
rioe in Dinajpur or on the Jessore platforms or in Burdwan, there was rice 
in the markets in Faridpur and Dacca. Honourable members know* — at 
any rate if they do not know they ought to know' — that in Faridpur and 
Dacca the crop this year w r as cut earlier than in any other place. From 
the 7th of November the new' rice began to appear in the markets. There- 
fore there was no necessity whatsoever for removing the foodgrains from 
where we had stored. The reason why w r e kept the stock at Jessore was 
that we began to receive reports from Jessore that rice was disappearing 
from the Jessore markets. We told the dealers “Come along, we have 
the rice and you put it on the market'*. As I pointed out sometime ago 
tre offered the paddy to traders at Rs. f>-4. (Dr. Nu.ixaksha Sanyai. : It 
is not a fact.) Ultimately it was sold at Rs. 7-4. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
You offered it when it began to rot.) No, I know what I am talking about. 

Anoiher point that has been raised by honourable members is that after 
we requisitioned the rice we allowed that rice to rot in the godowns of 
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persons from whom we had requisitioned it during the food drive, and that 
we did not distribute it. There is no substance in this as well. If you look 
at the order you will find that the freezing order was vacated automatically 
after the lapse of a month, and hence the stock could be removed and 
disposed of, and there was nothing left to rot. Very soon there was no 
stock in any one’s hands. At that time also there were difficulties regard- 
ing transport and the Transport Department was just taking shape. We were 
trying to remove rice from those inaccessible places to more accessible places 
and consequently some rice remained in the inaccessible parts which could 
not be moved. 

Now, Sir, a point has been raised regarding the opening up of a land 
route for salt. I entirely sympathise with it. I think that our 
salt condition has deteriorated to such an extent that it is the 
duty of the Government of India at once to open up the land route and 
send salt as much as possible and from whatever sources possible. This 
point has been already taken up with the Government of India by the 
Government of Bengal and the Government of India has promised to send 
our ordinary quota. But 1 am not satisfied with that. I think the Govern- 
ment of Bengal has a claim for a much larger quota than what lias been 
promised and we ought to get it from wheresoever we can. 1 can tell the 
House that we have taken up this matter very seriously with the Govern- 
ment of India and verj T shortly I hope that important officials of the Govern- 
ment of India will l>e coining down here to discuss the matter with us or 
if the House gives me an opportunity I shall go and discuss the matter 
with them at Delhi (Laughter). 

Sir, Mr. Banerjee has asked whether there will he an increase in the sugar 
ration. I sincerely hope so. I hope we shall be able to increase it to the 
Bombay standard. But previous to that I hope we shall be able to put 
gur on the market, and allot half a seer of gur per person as a supplement 
to the sugar quota. And that will he put on the market along* wifh salt, 
so that everybody will have something. The price of gur here is very high, 
and we have arranged to bring it at a fail ly cheap rate from Bihar and the 
United Provinces, particularly from the United Provinces. The Bihar 
arrangements have not yet taken shape hut the United Provinces gur has 
begun to arrive, and we propose putting it on the market at a price which 
will be in parity with the purchase price. 

I think, Sir, I have made the position clear, and I hope the House will 
be pleased to pass my very modest demand of He. 1. (Laughter). 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of lie. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “8oA — Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with war, 1939”, be reduced by anna one, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Maqbul Hosain that the demand of He. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “Ho A — Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected w'ith war, 1939,” be reduced by anna one, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Xishitha Nath Kundu that the demand of Re. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “8oA — Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with war, 1939,” be reduced by anna one, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Re. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “85 A — Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with the war, 1939/ ’ be reduced by anna one, w T as then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Be. 1 for 
expenditure under the head “85A— “Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected w'ith the war, 1939, M be reduced by anna one, w r as then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee that the demand of Re. 1 
for expenditure under the head “8oA — Capital outlay on provincial schemes 
connected with the war, 1939,“ be reduced by anna one, w r as then put and 
lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhra wanly that a sum of Re. 1 
be granted for expenditure under the head “85 A — Capital outlay on 
provincial schemes connected with the w'ar, 1939,” was then put and 
agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 8-10 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
the 25th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
25th March, 1944, at 10 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausiieh Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 194 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Number of sale deeds registered in Rangpur. 

•191. Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing — 

(a) the number of sale deeds registered in the district of Rangpur in 

1943 transferring agricultural lands; and 

(b) the percentage of these sale deeds in which the consideration money 

involved was below Rs.250? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement furnishing the required particulars is 
laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 191. 

Number of sale deeds registered in the district of Rangpur in 1943 trans- 
ferring agricultural lands — 85,524. 

Percentage of sale deeds, the consideration money of which is below 
Rs.250 — 87. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether it is a fact that most of these persons transferring 
lands have become destitute? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise out of this question. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what relief Government intend to give to those persons 

whose consideration money of the sale deeds goes above Rh. 250? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How the question arises I have not understood. 

Alleged dearth of small coins in stations of Bengal and Assam Railway. 

•192. Maulana Md. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of tbe Communications and Works Department 
aware of the fact that in all stations on the Bengal and Assam Railway 
passengers cannot purchase tickets with rupee coin or currency notes unless 
they are in possession of requisite amount of small coins? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of drawing the attention of the railway authorities 
in the matter? 

Mr. ATlfL CHANDRA KUMAR (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada 
Prasanna Pain): The llailway Administration reports that it has received 
no complaints to the effect. It is prepared to take necessary action if 
specific instances are brought to its notice. 

Cultivable waste lands in Bengal. , 

•103. Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether the Government 
have made a survey of cultivable waste land in Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(?) what is the area of cultivable waste land in Bengal which could be 
brought under food crops ; and 

(it) what proportion of this area is suitable for the growth of paddy? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps Government 
have taken to ensure the growth of food crops on cultivable waste lands m 
Bengal ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Cultivable 
waste land has been surveyed along with other lands in the couise of survey 
and settlement operations. No separate survey has been made. 

(b) The total area of cultivable waste land in Bengal is estimated at 37*25 
lakhs of acres. Without a detailed survey it is not possible to say how 
much of this land can be brought under food crops or under paddy alone. 

( c ) Government have undertaken propaganda on a large scale both in 
urban and rural areas to induce the people to grow vegetables and quick- 
growing fruits on waste lands. Vegetable seeds have been distributed for 
the purpose. Besides, the Agricultural Development staff will see that waste 
lands let out for cultivation under waste land cultivation orders and railway 
surplus lands are all let out definitely for growing food and fodder crops. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to answer (b), we get 
from the Government reports very often that this much of waste lands has 
been brought under cultivation. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it has any basis? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

This was due to the fact that just before the Jute Begulntion Act the jute 
area had increased tremendously and the rice area had fallen proportionately 
and owing to jute regulation half of that area again reverted to paddy. So 
including that it had reached very nearly this figure, but by deducting the 
jute area which has come back to paddy again, I find that only about 8 lakhs 
of acres have been brought under cultivation from waste lands. 

8j. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if, besides giving facilities in tbe form of distribution 
of vegetable seeds, etc., any other inducement or facilities are offered to 
those who are ready to cultivate waste lands? 
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TIM Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

government is seriously thinking of granting subsidy to people for bringing 
waste lands under cultivation. 

Mr. OH I REN DR A NATH DATTAs Is Government aware that in low- 
lying areas in Eastern Bengal districts paddy cannot be grown because of 
flood and other reasons but after water subsides paddy cannot be grown 
for want of water ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINI 

Yes, I am aware that these lands can be brought under rain crop. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us what steps Government have taken to bring those lands under 
cultivation ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO 8 AIN 8 

In those lands Government is seriously considering to put up bunds here 
and there and to build up reservoirs of water for rabi, boro and other crops. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: AN ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us t he method or machinery by which Government has 
arranged to check or vorif\ the progress of the scheme of bringing waste 
lands under cultivation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is for checking this particular thing that we have got the department 
staff who have been appointed just a month ago. They will be the persons 
who will be responsible and will actually chock and report what area has 
actually been brought under cultivation. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us what is the percentage of these waste lands that has been brought 
under cultivation up till now? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

As I have said, it is only' about 8 lakhs of acres. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the estimated amount Govern- 
ment intend to spend for this purpose? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

That will depend oil the response we get trom the public. If there is great 
demand, we will spend more and will come up for supplementary budget. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Arrangement for teaching of Urdu in colleges of Bengal. 

93. Dr. 8ANAULLAH. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state in how many— 

(/) Government, 

(*i) Government-aided, and 
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(Hi) unaided 

colleges in Bengal arrangements have been made for the 
teaching of Urdu as a Second Language in the I. A. and B.A. 
classes according to the New Regulations of the University of 
Calcutta ? 

(b) If no arrangement has yet been made, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps for making such 
arrangements in the Government Colleges from the current session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) ( i ) The Lady Brabourne 
College and the Betliune College, the former to the I.A. Standard and the 
latter to the B.A. Standard. / 

(ti) and (Hi) None. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Urdu is taught in any other Government institution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: There has not been a suffi- 
cient demand as yet. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there are a 
number of students who are claiming to take up Urdu in their l.A. and 
B.A. classes, but they cannot take up because there is no arrangement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he will in future make arrangements for the introduction of Urdu in the 
I.A. and B.A. classes in Government colleges? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As demand increases provi- 
sion will be made. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Urdu can be taken by the students of Classes IX and X of 
schools as a basic subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, as a second language 
Urdu can be taken. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: In view of the fact that many Bengalis and Bengali 
students cannot mix with up-country students because they do not know 
Urdu, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that Government should 
jtake steps to initiate this subject in aided and non-aided colleges? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as aided and non-aided 
Colleges are concerned, Government cannot force them to introduce the 
subject, but as I have already stated, as demand grows, Government will 
i&troduoe the subject in Government colleges. 
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38— Medical. 

TIm Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 60,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “38 — 
Medical”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Mukherji, you will have three minutes' time. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Is it humanly possible to move 
a motion in thice minutes ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have tried for the last few days to arrange matters 
in consultation with the Whips, but unfortunately it so happehed that the 
arrangement failed and to my mind it appears that the only course that 1 
can possibly take is to act as I think proper, unless the Whips agree arpf 
see that the agreement is carried through. I ^have decided after going 
through the motions and also calculating the time at the disposal of the 
House that every mover of a cut motion will have three minutes’ time and 
when a mover has got two motions almost alike, he will have five minutes” 
time for the tw T o motions. This will he followed unless an agreement is 
reached between the Whips on the Government side and on the Opposition. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, we have seen that sometimes 
motions are not moved. We cannot now find out which motions may not 
be moved. If we can find out later that such and such motions will not be 
moved, then can we not add the time allotted for such motions to those 
motions which w ill be moved ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot do it beforehand. I am also as ignorant aa 
you are as to which motions may not he moved. 

Alhadj CYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
Khan Bahadur (pointing to Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur Rahman who 
wa s sitting on the Opposition bench ) is again sitting on the Opposition 
bench. The other day you ordered 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you resume your seat? I ordered the membera 
belonging to both sides to go to their respective seats. I said that I would 
not allow a Government member to remain on the Opposition side. 1 did 
that on that particular occasion, because that matter is still under discussion 
with the leaders. Until a final decision is reached I cannot order one way 
or the other. That is my difficulty. 

Alhadj CYA8UDDIN AllMED CHOUDHURY: Then, Sir, I can also 
go and sit on tl*e other side. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as it is 
impossible to do justice to my motion in three minutes, I will not make 
any speech. I will only move. 

Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure 
under the head ”38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order 
to raise a discussion about — 

( 1 ) the indifference of the Government to the requirements of the rural 
population in Bengal; 
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( 2 ) inadequacy of supply of medicines and accessories in the sadar 

and subdivisional hospitals; 

( 3 ) mismanagement and inadequate supply of quinine to dispensaries 

(rural) and to general practitioners; 

( 4 ) misjudgment of putting inefficient men as Civil Surgeons in charge 

of districts ; 

( 6 ) indifference and failure in the management and treatment of heavy 

rush of patients during the current general epidemics and famine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Mukherji, as there are a large number of absentees, 
you go on. I will give you five minutes’ time. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, out of the few important 
heads “Medical ’ * comes next to “Food Supply” and “Agriculture”. A 
man desires to live and to live a healthy life. Government’s responsibility 
is equally serious in all the heads. But it is really very miserable to men- 
tion that the so-called benign Government is equally and permanently 
indifferent to its moral responsibility. Everywhere the major proportion 
of the population of the province lives in the rural area. Besides the dis- 
trict and the subdivisional towns, the rest of every district is absolutely 
uncared for. The life and death of the rural people depend entirely on their 
own fate. The district of Birbhum has a population of 1,100,000. The 
total number of dispensaries and hospitals is only about 30. If the 

dispensaries have been situated in equal distance, one of them would have 
been for about 34,000 people, which is a ridiculous absurdity. Most of 
the rural dispensary buildings are wretched in condition and more wretched 
are the stock of medicine, surgical instrument and other accessories. The 
medical officers serving under the district, local and union boards are very 
poorly paid and naturally they attend to their private practice to meet their 
demands. As a result of this their private patients use up the more useful 
medicine stocks depriving the poor for whom the charitable dispensaries are 
really meant. During the war-famine period almost all the districts of the 
province were ravaged with epidemics of malaria, cholei.i, diarrhoea, 

dysentery and beri-beri. Rural dispensaries were out of stock of medicines 
and naturally the destitutes and poor rural people died in millions unheeded, 
untreated, uncared for and untouched. Out of all, the most important 

drug quinine became a rarity without which no malaria cases could be 

treated. When Government came for rescue with the military medical 
units and some stock of quinine, the mischief was done and it was too late. 

The epidemic diseases neither could be treated nor prevented for want 
of supply of preventive vaccines. I am a medical man and 1 have got 
personal experience of the whole affair. What I say is no exaggeration. 
It is a true picture of what actually happened in different districts in the 
recent epidemic. Whether in abnormal or normal times the indifference 
of the Government under the head “Medical” i> equally acute and 
condemnable. 

■ The condition of sadar and subdivisional dispensaries if one thinks to 
be good will be wrong. Poverty of drugs and implements are equally 
horrible everywhere. None of such dispensaries and hospitals is up to date 
only excepting three or four big districts. Regarding the actual condition 
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of Birbhum, I am reading out parts of a report which I received from the 
District Health Officer of Birbhum. He said “the number of deaths from 
beri-beri is not available because of the diagnosis of death made by the 
chowkidars; so the figure could not be recorded in the register”. He also 
said “we were very much handicapped for non-receipt of anti-cholera vaccine 
during the months of August to October and had to send special messenger 
who returned with a poor response. Other drugs also did not arrive at 
the dispensaries due to railway booking difficulties from Messrs. B. K. Paul. 
Supply was actually regularised from the month of November onwards but 
the difficulty of obtaining Spirit Rectificatus, tincture iodine, etc., was 
solved in the latter part of February, 1944. 

For the prevention of beri-beri my Sanitary Inspectors w^ore preaching 
avoidance of mustard oil and for treatment every dispensary w r us supplied 
with iron, quinine, acid, phosh dil, Tr. Nux Vomica, etc. The supposed 
article was found out to be mustard oil adulterated with Argamoni seeds 
(Sialkata) which had toxic effect on the nerves and myocardine.” 

Herein I am giving a comparative death report in the district of 
Birbhum as recorded by the almighty chaukidar. 

Cholera. Smallpox. Malaria. Total. 

1942 553 151 7,766 22,773 

1943 4,047 161 21,280 40,187 

Deaths from beri-beri, other diseases and starvation have not been recorded 
as the expert chaukidars did not supply them. It is a pity that such state- 
ments do come smoothly from men of sense and of authority. I must say 
that the Government should be ashamed of such wise arrangements foi 
securing the vital statistics of a province. 

Supply of quinine which actually arrived late to private practitioners 
bas been very inadequate and mismanaged. Sometimes stockist was select- 
ed from the private practitioners, sometimes a druggist, sometimes the Jail 
Medical Officer and last of all the Civil Surgeon. j Medical officers had either 
to come themselves or send agents and dance attendance at the doors of 
lifferent heads when they could secure some quinine after 36 or 48 hours. 
This is the true picture of the circumstances and efficient management of 
iffairs through which the people of the mofussil area had to struggle for 
ixistence. Should this be a standard of civilized Government? May I 
aot as a representative of the people ask once for all how long the bungling 
svill go on? 

As an insult to the injury over and above the indifference, negligence, 
nefficiency of the Provincial Government and black marketing and bungling, 
the Central India Drug Control Order of 11th November, 1943, has created 
i greater havoc in the medical world. 

Annual licence fee has been levied as follows: — 

Calcutta* Mofussil. 

Rb. Rs. 

llanufacturers 600 400 

importers 600 400 

Wholesalers 600 400 

Retailers 120 to 60 100 to 5 acoording to income tax paid. 

19 
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Both as sellers and as purchasersHhe licence fee must be paid; else none 
will be permitted to maintain a dispensary. 

A list fixing the price for European drugs has been published but very 
few copies are available. It is such a big list that it will be of no avail 
to the customers. Up till now, the prices of indigenous drugs have not 
been fixed. In the list the wholesale and retail prices have been fixed 
both for mofussil and tow r ns like Bombay and Calcutta at equal rates. 
Nobody had the prudence to question even, how a pound of' any drug could 
possibly be sold at the same rate in Calcutta and in distant mofussil area. 
The basic price of imported goods has been fixed in such a way that it will 
give better profits to the importers only. If this procedure continues black 
marketing is evidently to be increased. Short weight and adulteration of 
drugs will be encouraged. The Drug Act passed in the year 1940 should 
immediately be put into operation in order to prevent adulteration of drugs. 

Lastly, I want to discuss about the selection of Civil Surgeons for the 
districts which has of late been very careless. In most of the places the 
Civil Surgeons in the districts are so inefficient that lots of medical and 
surgical cases with complications are refused admission and advised to go 
to big hospitals for proper treatment which they cannot do for want of 
funds and thereby die without treatment. Many surgical cases 9uch as 
strangulated hernia and appendicitis and acute abdominal cases expire for 
not getting immediate treatment. It is desirable that only efficient men 
should be put in charge of the districts. Questions of seniority or service 
ratio rules must be kept aside in the medical service for the sake of life 
and death of the innocent people. 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12,000 under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise 
a discussion about the affairs of the Campbell Medical School of Calcutta 
and the Mitford Medical Sohool of Dacca. 

I beg also to move that the demand of 11s. 60,12,000 under the head 
“38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the ques- 
tion of the establishment of a College of Pharmacy. 

Sir, you know the Science of Pharmacy is intimately related to the 
Science of Medicine and the practice of pharmacy is an integral part of the 
practice of medicine. In most advanced, countries both these sciences and 
practice have progressed pari passu. But in Bengal while the science and 
profession of medicine have made rapid strides in recent times, the science 
and profession of pharmacy are lagging far behind. Pharmacy has not 
been allowed to play the very important role allotted to it in all progressive 
countries, viz., checking spurious drugs trade and preventing adulteration 
of drugs besides opening a decent and respectable career for the youth of 
the country. This could be done only if necessary steps were taken to 
impart training in pharmacy on a scientific basis, but to our misfortune 
nothing has been done so far in this direction. At present what we have 
in Bengal by way of pharmacy training is the training of mere “com- 
pounders” carried on in some of the medical schools of the province in a 
most perfunctory manner. These training centres, 'as pointed out by the 
Drugs Enquiry Committee (1929) are not well equipped and cannot possibly 
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undertake the training of the superior grade of pharmacists, capable of 
undertaking the manufacture, handling, compounding and dispensing of 
drugs and chemicals and also performance of all kinds of analysis anil assay. 
They turn out mere assistants called “compounders’ ’ intended to play the 
second fiddle to medical men as their mixture makers, surgical assistants, 
dressers and anaesthetists. In 1933 on the representation of the All-Bengal 
Compounders’ Association now called the Bengal Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion the State Medical Faculty of Bengal appointed a sub-committee to revise 
the syllabus of these pharmacy training classes. The said committee drew 
up a revised syllabus and recommended its adoption to the Government, 
but it has received a silent burial in the forgotten files of the Bengal 
Secretariat. In January, 1938, Dr. B. E. Anklesaria of Ahmedabad offered 
the Government a donation of Rs. 2 lakhs for the establishment of a College 
of Pharmacy in Bengal on certain conditions. The Government appointed 
a Committee of experts to go into the questions of the necessity and costa 
of such an institution. The Committee made a thorough examination of 
the questions, drew up a proper scheme and recommended an immediate 
Acceptance of the scheme and the offer to work out the scheme. Nawab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur of Dacca, who was Minister in charge of 
Local Self-Government and Public Health in 1941-42, made the following 
statement in his budget speech the same year with reference to the afore- 
said offer and the scheme: “There is another scheme of over-reaching 
importance — I refer to the establishment of a College of Pharmacy. A 
generous donation of approximately two lakhs of rupees has been offered 
towards the establishment of such a college. The conditions for training 
dispensers are far from satisfactory and it is not only necessary that the 
training of the present day compounders should he improved but it is 
essential to institute an advanced system of training in pharmacy. The 
reorganisation of the pharmaceutical profession and development of pharmacy 
will tend to develop the vast drug resources of the country and will also 
advance industrial development,’’. From the above Ministerial utterance 
one might think that the scheme of a College of Pharmacy on modern lines 
would materialise before long. But the political chaos and turmoil of 
subsequent years killed this beneficent scheme among others. Let us hope 
not without any hope of resurrection. In an abnormal situation like the 
present when the province finds itself struggling in the grip of pestilence 
and death without any medical treatment worth the name for want of 
necessary medicines, what a boon a well-equipped College of Pharmucy 
might he towards the alleviation of the sufferings of the people today! I 
am inclined to think that the Government would he well advised to take up 
the scheme immediately without putting it in cold storage in the mamuli 
way for the duration of the war. 

I would conclude my observations by quoting the following few lines 
from the Report of the College of Pharmacy Committee, 1938-39. The 
Report says, “In almost all the civilised countries separate pharmacy 
colleges exist and their sphere of usefulness i9 sufficiently well recognised. 
We do not see any reason why Bengal, the premier province in India, and 
surely the leading province in the drug manufacturing industry should not 
have her own college of pharmacy through the generous offer of 
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Dr. Anklesaria and as an opportunity has presented itself no time should 
be wasted in giving a concrete shape to the generous proposal. All our 
expert witnesses representing the various shades of opinion of the pharmacy 
profession, trade and industry are emphatic in their demand /or such an 
institution. We fully subscribe to this view and we are unanimously of 
opinion that Government should approach the question of establishment of 
a College of Pharmacy in right earnest and that too immediately.” Sir, I 
hope these words, this unanimous opinion of the Committee would not go 
in vain. We hope before long the scheme of a College of Pharmacy in 
Bengal would materialise. I must also say in this connection that besides 
a College of Pharmacy on modern western lines a College of Pharmacy for 
indigenous drugs should be started as soon as possible. 

Before I conclude, Sir, I wish to mention the state of affairs in the 
Campbell Medical School in Calcutta and the Mitford Medical School at 
Dacca. The recent students discontent in the Campbell Medical School has 
proved beyond any doubt that there is something wrong in the State of 
Denmark. It is not merely for the fun of it that the students have gone 
on strike from year to year. I am inclined to believe that at least in one 
respect the students have a genuine grievance, namely, the quality of 
teaching imparted has been affected by too many and too frequent transfers 
in this school. In Dacca there is hardly one good teacher worth the name 
who can be relied upon for imparting true medical education to students. 
I would request the Government to see to it that education in these two 
institutions is not altogether disturbed by too frequent transfers though 
it may be called upon by the exigencies of the situation. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motions to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : Sir, I beg to 

move that the demand of Its. (10,12,000 for expenditure under the head 

“38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, •Tta CH motion move l 

fastest* *tl TOTW 60,^^,000\ TO**TOr* TOft 

fir® *nr«*rsr too* ^ ^tfir ojatfp jtst to fin ift 

aroma* *ta a 

w? j 3,#! ste i ra* 

c®rt^F Yffa, «n, 

firfaa ^finn ? ^ rt- *finFfi'TOp firest 6 !? «rt 

irwhr, fk% wto* 

I ^r: requisition 

^ supply 9\p\ ?n I 

v£i*ta sfrsm czr nr ?ni fam Scih 

5t$ I ?Wft fsfiF’^’Tt^ft sfrqH CW^Tt* CJfi SMfafa I <SfSPT*fT?tS! 
faTO s. D. O. TOt** TOR — *fi 5 PT- 

•IKSlCTRl 4t^)£l ¥f%Sl frft *rf**t* TOYt&l TO 7 ? T 5$T\5 

^tmrr c*» w i froN c$h ¥firai a ; fVi 
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Trrtt '»(i* «t#rr<3 m , *nC ’rtsfri stro 

cmi ?n i '^Mi Mw'CCT'fr stre *r? -fly »ra? <5 tfftipi fcwfci ftm 

'ailHlct^r CfC*t? SfM TTfa I ^3tWK 'rV fro 

*n i 

>3? R TW ^RT 5F«t1 nfijpsff , 3*R 5t®pra WT 00\ i>ftn 5f*t I c? 

jpR? 5ffhi «jrt %, oi *m «rt rShi f-r&ttsR i 'sm “irffam 

WT ffi'SHl ra Rft I 3 fot9 'Rtft ^5<prr t i>a supply office <g medical 

faster ®«app$ ^tata araf| «lai oh acar bistre 'sratsfca «fWa <t*‘f <zw 

ri »tta ca? Sri ^wfiira facta ?(f%ata sfor i ^tfa rot near 'rioti afaicsf^ 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: vffr^, 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move tjiat the demand 
of Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “08 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. Sir, I move this motion to raise a discussion about the failure 
of Government to introduce the Homeopathic system of treatment in this 
province during the present scarcity of Allopathic medicines. 

Sir, I do not wish to inflict any speech but I want an answer as to what 
Government proposes to do in this matter. 

Rai Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “88 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. Sir. I move this motion to raise a discussion about 
the want of any provision for Ayurvedic and other indigenous system of 
treatment and education. 

I beg also to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 and in doing 
so I want to raise a discussion about not providing any grant for the 
General Council and State Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine, Bengal. 

Sir, the present world war has placed us in a helpless position in many 
ways and supply of medicine is one of them. By negligence and indifference 
the indigenous system of treatment has been pushed to the background, 
specially in Bengal, while other countries are going ahead. Here the 
Government is totally apathetic. For the first time in the year 1939 the 
Ayurvedic system got some recognition and a State Faculty of Ayurvedic 
System of Medicine was established but without any grant whatsoever to 
support it. Registration fee was introduced but as no rights and privileges 
were given to the Ayurvedic system, in spite of repeated representations, and 
demands Kavirajes are not asking for renewals of registration and the State 
Faculty therefore is in a moribund condition, &o amount has been set 
apart for stipend and not a farthing has been set apart for research works. 

Sir, while the scientists of the medical world are anxiously making 
researches to get as much as possible out of the ayurvedic system of medicine, 
this country which is the proud custodian of that science is lying in deep 
slumber. This is the fruit of foreign domination and slavery. It is known 
to many that tuberculosis is curable by Ayurvedic system of treatment. 
Kaviraj Jamini Bhusan Roy started a tuberculosis hospital with 50 beds 
at Patipukur but this Government never cared to enquire about it, never 
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cared to contribute a rupee even towards maintenance of this big hospital. 
Only the Corporation of Calcutta is doing all that is possible and the people 
of Bengal are grateful to the Corporation of Calcutta for its valuable support 
and sympathy. 

Sir, I have no time to go into the details and I will now place before 
the House some facts to show what other provinces are doing for Ayurvedic 
system of medicines, Ayurvedic education and charitable institutions. Sir, 
the Governments of other provinces are doing whatever is possible for them 
but the Government of Bengal do not spend a pie. For Ayurvedic educa- 
tional system Madras Government spends Rs. 79,000 annually; the United 
Provinces spend Rs. 1,08,000 annually; the Bihar Government spends 
Rs. 33,500; the Bombay Government spends Rs. 50,000, and Bengal 
Government spends not a farthing. 

For hospitals and dispensaries Madras Government spends Rs. 08,000 
yearly, the Ujited Provinces spends Rs. 40,500 yearly, Bombay spends 
Rs. 50,000 yearly and, Sir, Bengal spends not a farthing. 

For maintenance of Ayurvedic Council Madras Government pays the 
entire cost and the United Provinces pays Rs. 10,000 annually and Bengal, 
Sir, pays not a farthing. 

In addition to this Madras Government pays subsidies to its Ayurvedic 
practitioners and Kavirajes get employment under the Government and 
they are also fully recognised and supported by other Governments. Should 
not the Bengal Government hang down its head in shame for its apathy and 
for its litter indifference and negligence? We want to know clearly 
from the Hon’ble Minister in charge if he proposes to go ahead and do all 
that is needful in this matter. I know the Hon’ble Minister is sympathetic 
but lip sympathy won’t do; something tangible must be done. A day will 
eoon come when Ayurvedic system will be recognised as the best form of 
treatment in this world and Unani system will get recognition. This ought 
to be the post-war policy. I may say that world will get this boon from 
free India in no distant date. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motions for acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr, RADHANATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the 
Government’s lack of policy in maintaining and improving the tuberculosis 
hospitals in Bengal. 

Now, Sir, from the very motion it will be quite evident that Govern- 
ment are not practically taking as much care as they ought to have done 
so far as these hospitals which are now in existence in Bengal are con- 
cerned. From the point of view of this disease I have seen that there is 
only one tuberculosis hospital in Calcutta — not properly in Calcutta of 
course, 5 miles away from Calcutta, that is, at Jadavpur — that is the 
Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital, and there is another sanatorium in 
Kurseong. Considering the importance of this disease, so far as I have 
been able to learn, Government are practically quite indifferent so far as 
grants, that may be given to these two institutions, are concerned. 
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What I have seen in the Jadavpuj* Hospital is this. Its condition is 
very precarious. I have seen there that for cabin purposes thqy have 
constructed cabins for patients out of bus bodies. I think you have 
followed what I mean. I mean the bus bodies without their propelling 
engines and the four wheels. They have taken out of the chassis, and 
cabins are being constructed out of those bus bodies. I have practically 
now forgotten the number of such cabins, but there are several cabins of 
this kind in the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital. There is considerable 
dearth of accommodation so far as providing beds to patients is concerned. 
So I would request the Hon’ble Minister concerned that he should see that 
the grievances of the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital be remedied altogether. 

From the present budget I have found that Government have provided 
for anti-tuberculosis scheme an amount of Rs. 10,000 and for Tuberculosis 
Association Rs. 17,500. Now, Sir, I request the Government through you 
to consider whether they have properly looked into this affair by granting 
only this paltry sum considering the importance arid vastness of this tuber- 
culosis disease. 

I have gone through the report of the year 1042 about the two institutions 
— the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital and the S. B. Dey Sanatorium at 
Kurseong — and what I have been able to understand is this: that Govern- 
ment at one time, perhaps in the year 1942, had sanctioned a recurring grant 
of Rs. 30,000 or something like that , but I do not find that amount this 
year. Of course 1 speak subject to correction. 1 want to know from the 
Government whether Government have stopped that grant being given to 
the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital, and how far Government should take 
into consideration the grievances of these two institutions — the hospital at 
Jadavpur and the sanatorium at Kurseong. At Jadavpur there are only 2d 8 
beds. A large number of patients are coming for admission to these hospitals 
but due to want of accommodation the authority concerned, namely, the 
Calcutta Medical Aid and Relief Society who is now in charge of that 
tuberculosis hospital and sanatorium which are now practically full, refused 
admission to the patients into the hospital. Now, Sir, the toll of lives that 
this deadly and dangerous disease is taking is not at all an insignificant 
number. So, considering from the point of view of vastness of the subject, 
I would request the Hon’ble Minister concerned and through you, Sir, 
all members who are supporting the Government that they should press 
the Government, so that Government may be compelled to make adequate 
provision as the subject-matter necessities. 

Now, Sir, so far as I have been able to understand from one of my 
friends, Mr. Sen, that the last Government raised the grant under this head 
from Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 80,000 for free beds in Jadavpur, but for the year 
1944-45 as I have already mentioned Government have sanctioned only 
Rs. 10,000 on anti-tuberculosis schemes and Rs. 17,500 for the Tuberculosis 
Association to tackle this disease, which is a very paltry sum. 

With these words, Sir, I request the Hon’ble Minister to accept my 
motion. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I find in the budget a 
provision for Rs. 3 lakhs for the treatment of venereal disease. A few 
clinics have been opened in the city of Calcutta and arrangements for the 
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treatment of patients have been made. Sir, this is a very necessary step, 
and I think that similar arrangement should be made in Bengal all over 
the mofussil areas. At least every subdivision in the mofussil should get 
one clinic, and these diseases which are ruining the nation should be fought 
with all vigour. 

Sir, I ask Government to go some steps further in order completely to 
eradicate this ruinous disease. Government must not, be satisfied with this 
tinkering step only. They must attack the problem at its very root, namely, 
the prostitution in this country which is the breeding ground of these 
diseases. It should be tabooed and banished altogether. Unless that is 
done I am very doubtful whether any satisfactory result will follow from 
this step. Sir, in this connection, Government will have to do many other 
things such as introduction of timely and early marriages, prohibition of 
marriage of diseased persons till they are radically cured, and the promo- 
tion of the health and physique of our young generation. We find, Sir, 
that the Presidency General Hospital absorbs an amount of Rs. 21 lakhs 
in the budget, whereas hospitals in the mofussil only get Rs. 5 lakhs. I 
think that more hospitals should be opened in the mofussil areas to benefit 
the rural people. Through the opening of 700 emergency hospitals, the 
rural people are getting some benefit. Most of these hospitals have been 
attached to dispensaries. I ask Government to maintain those emergency 
hospitals for ever and by all means. It should be a permanent feature of 
the medical department to guarantee the minimum benefit to which the 
rural people are entitled. At least the 20 bedded hospitals which have 
been opened attached to the dispensaries in the mufassal should be retained 
and should be wound up after a time as proposed in scheme. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had no 
intention to take part in this debate but for the fact that my honourable 
friend Mr. Atul Ohadra Sen has thought it fit by his cut motion No. 5 to 
introduce a discussion with regard to the affairs of the Campbell Medical 
School and the Mitford School in Calcutta and Dacca respectively. 

Now, Sir, w*e have seen that it has been a fashion of late to ventilate 
grievances of this character on the floor of this House. I do not know for 
what purpose, but it seems to me that it has become a fashion. Sir, these 
two institutions are not ordinary schools, but they are intended to train up 
young men to take up duties of a very heavy and humanitarian character 
after they have finished their school career. I am not quite sure about the 
internal affairs of the Mitford Hospital at Dacca though I had an occasion 
to pay a visit to the hospital and school sometime ago. But I know some- 
thing about the affairs of the Campbell Medical School in the suburbs of 
this towm. Years back, I had occasion to sit as a member of the committee 
for the purpose of selecting boys for admission in the school so that they might 
go through the course in this school and come out as medical men. I shall 
not go into the activities of some of the intending candidates for admission 
into this school and of schools of this type, but when they are admitted, it 
is unfortunate that they forget their natural and moral responsibility as 
students of these very respectable schools to themselves and to their 
feachers. Sir, I do not know what the grievances of the student community 
in general and the students of this particular school are, for my friend 
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Mr. Sen did not say anything about them. He only mentioned that the 
grievances of the student community should be looked into and that the 
teaching in this institution should . also be looked into. I am not quite 
sure what is meant by either of them, for we know that Government as it 
is functioning in this province today is not composed of technical medical 
men. They can only lay down a policy and direct the activities of such 
institutions, but the management and guidance of internal affairs must be 
left to the heads of those institutions. 

As regards the arrangement of internal affairs of such institutions 
Government cannot but look to the advice of theil* best expert and adviser 
on the subject, I mean the Surgeon-General with the Government of 
Bengal. With regard to these affairs, I am sure that they depend on his 
advice as to who the teachers ought to be, who should be posted to this 
school so that the teaching in such a school is properly directed. As 
regards the internal affairs, we must leave them to him, so that nothing 
goes wrong about the internal management of the school. 

Now, Sir, about the incidents which happened a few months ago, these 
are very unfortunate, namely, that when some of the students went on 
strike, the rest of the students out of sympathy for them followed suit. 
Communique after communique was issued by the Government of Bengal 
to explain the whole situation. It so happened that some of the students 
approached the Surgeon-General who was good enough to ask them to send 
two of their boys who were most familiar with the affairs of the school, so 
that he could give them a hearing for the purpose of coming to a conclusion 
and take such steps as were necessary in the matter. That was not follow- 
ed, but some other step was taken. Some of the students approached the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister. They were there before the office of the Chief 
Minister in a large number when a fracas took place between the students and 
the Police on duty on the first floor of the Writers’ Buildings. If these are 
the grievances of students I should say that the sooner such students are 
called upon to leave the institutions the better for everybody concerned. 
We have also seen that as a result of the strike in the Campbell Medical 
School the students of this school approached the students of other colleges 
as well and some of the latter did go on strike out of sympathy. A few 
weeks ago I had an opportunity to pass the University buildings where I 
found some students posting placards on the walls asking the student* of 
the University College (Post-graduate classes) to go on strike out of 
sympathy. Well, Sjr, if these are the grievances 1 should expect that 
nothing of this nature should have been mentioned on the floor of the House 
but that the matter should have been placed before the head of the institu- 
tion and the head of the department who are best judges on the subject. 
The other day we read of an incident in the newspapers where the super- 
vising officer who was in charge of conducting the Matriculation Examination 
at Gopalganj was stabbed at night by some students because he had asked 
them to leave the hall when they were found to be taking unfair means. A 
few weeks ago I came to know of another incident which took place at 
Bagerhat where some of the students belaboured the Principal of the 
College because he had the misfortune to turn out some students from the 
Test Examination Hall who were found to be taking unfair means. I am 
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afraid that if things like that happen in educational institutions the sooner 
they are turned out by the heads of institutions the better it will be for all 
concerned. At any rate these incidents should not have been mentioned on 
the floor of the House. 

With these few words, I oppose the cut motions. 

Or. NALINAK9HA 8ANYAL. I rise to make a few observations on 
the Medical budget more with a view to invite the attention of the Ministry 
to certain directions in which reforms are overdue than with a view to 
criticise the abuses and corrupt methods of some of their officers as in other 
departments. Sir, on various previous occasions I had the honour to suggest 
that Bengal requires much greater attention to be paid to medical relief 
and expansion of medical institutions, but I have not always received a 
very sympathetic and favourable reply. I am glad to find that today in 
the w'ake of famine and diseases following the same Government have at 
last been alive to the urgency of expanding medical relief in the province. 
But yet, Sir, I submit that the directions in which the Government are 
moving leave very little hope for any quick and substantial expansion of 
relief that is very much wanted. 

The root of all the evils lies in the unfortunate selection of incompetent 
and often unworthy men in the medical college and in other teaching 
institutions of this city. Sir, in the Calcutta Medical College there are two 
classes of persons who receive Government favou; . One is the Europeans 
who are always the upper dogs, and the other is a certain class ot communally 
selected persons. I do not want to suggest for one moment that there are 
not sufficient competent or capable Muslims to hold important posts in the 
Medical Department. But, Sir, the manner in which the Government are 
trying to reserve technical posts and teaching posts merely for members 
of a particular community leave us wondering about Government’s inten- 
tions, because we feel that irrespective of qualifications, irrespective of 
communal attachments such technical posts should go to the best men 
available in the Province. 

While on this 1 am free to admit that there are a number of very good 
and capable Muslims also. I have particularly in view the Professor of 
Jurisprudence who has proved himself a remarkably good teacher. He is 
a Muslim. I have also in view the professor of Ophthalmology who is also 
a very capable person. 

On the other hand, I have to submit with all humility that the new 
officiating Professor of Clinical Medicine who has been a temporary hand 
has been given charge of this important position of Professor of Medicine 
without having any qualification worthy of the post. He has neither the 
skill nor the experience nor the delivery of a teacher. (Khan Sahib 
Hamiduddin Ahmed: He is an experienced teacher. He has two years' 
experience.) Only two years’ experience to hold the important post of 
Professor of Medicine in the Medical College of Calcutta! It is said that 
he has got two years’ experience and that too in the Campbell Medical 
$chool. He was merely a junior physician who has been forced up as the 
Professor of Medicine for the time being and I do not know why in the 
Calcutta Medical College 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID. This is Congress. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Congress does not stand for 
technical posts being given on communal considerations, and I am sure 
when my friends opposite would he ill they will not get themselves treated 
by this particular man of their own community. They will go to the best 
man to get their lives saved. Sir, I submit, it will be a disaster not merely 
to Hindus but to Muslims as well not to have the best possible teaching 
arrangements in a medical institution. I understand and I have seen that 
in the Calcutta Gazette the post of Professor of Clinical Surgery is also 
advertised for Muslims only. I do not for a moment doubt the necessity 
of balancing appointments on the Communal Ratio Service Rules. I am 
prepared to concede that much but there are other ways of doing the same. 
If for a technical post of that character by virtue of qualification when you 
select you find that a person of another community has to be chosen you 
can counterbalance the same with some administrative post elsewhere where 
qualifications of a technical nature may not be so much necessary and where 
a person of another community will be most welcome. I submit that in 
this manner the communal ratio can be maintained and be maintained and 
yet. Sir, we can secure the best men technically qualified to hold important 
jobs. 

Then, Sir, I find that there is undue favouritism shown to certain 
European Professors of the Medical profession. I would repeat what I said 
several times in this House that you are showing favouritism to Colonel 
Anderson who is (for all the information that I have in my possession and 
I suppose like many members of Government this time there will be no 
attempt on the part of the Hon’ble Minister to sav that my information is 
not based on adequate grounds) not regular in his attendance. He does 
not take clinics and very often lie rushes about without giving more than 
half an hour’s time to the Calcutta Medical Collegp. Even on the day 
when there was bombing in Calcutta be was not available although it was 
his duty to be at the post when there was bombing. Such things are 
happening. For months together Colonel Anderson could not touch a* 
patient because be had some kind of eczema on bis hand and be bad to 
put on his gloves. As he bad to put on gloves he could not operate on any 
patient because he was suffering from some disease himself. Colonel 
Anderson bad retired. I understand that there is some attempt to reinstate 
him or to give him a further new appointment in the post although he is 
incapable, and negligent— *he has been systematically negligent — in his 
duties at the Medical College. 

There is also another officer who is the Superintendent of the Medical 
College Hospital, Colonel Murray, whose bad name and whose rash and 
neglectful conduct in the discharge of his duties are universally admitted. 
During his regime the hospital has been reduced to a most abominable 
depot of incompetent persons and indisciplined lot of professors, teachers 
and hospital assistants. The students complain, the teachers complain, the 
professors complain, the doctors complain that this Colonel Murray has 
brought the whole Medical College Hospital to ruin, a doctor — I will not 
go very far — who does not know what a T.B. patient is like. The other day 
the Calcutta Chief Presidency Magistrate's office had to send an orderly to 
him for examination and he was passed by Colonel Murray as 0. K. ahd 
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recommended that he should be given an extension of service in his job. 
The man was suffering from tuberculosis of both the lungs, and Colonel 
Murray passed him as fit to carry on Government service. The Chief 
Presidency Magistrate saw the absurdity of it and said, “Never mind the 
opinion of the doctor. I cannot have you in my office.” 

Sir, such things are happening from day to day. The hospital diet is 
unsatisfactory, attendance is poor and there is no regular attendance of 
the physicians and surgeons. Further, Sir, this Superintendent peremptorily 
asks the patients who are on the way to recovery to be turned out of beds, 
saying that this is not a charitable institution — a refuge — where people can 
be kept for a long time; and the patients who are on the way to recovery 
are thrown into the streets and they suffer terribly. 

Sir, there is also another class of people who cannot maintain the high 
reputation of the Calcutta Medical College because they have to look up for 
favours from higher authorities. There is the present Resident Physician : 
he is a good man, too good to assert himself. He has to look up to Colonel 
Murray for recommendation. He cannot take in any patient into the 
hospital although he is next in office, because he thinks that orders must 
be taken from above. There are also similar other men. The whole 
atmosphere has beeu so demoralised that they look up to higher and still 
higher people in the discharge of their own duties. 

In the Campbell Medical School the position had deteriorated to such 
an extent during the last few months that the students had to go on strike 
as a protest, and I am in a position to acknowledge that since then Govern- 
ment’s attention has been invited to the state of affairs there, and some 
attempt has been made to improve the teaching at that place. 

Sir, there are other grievances which have still not been attended to, 
and it is atrocious that the Hon’ble Minister’s deputy made a statement 
in this House on a previous occasion which, to say the least, was far from 
the truth. Sir, I will not remain on this point any longer because the 
whole world knows, the newspapers and the public outside know whether 
there had been any agitation in the student world and w'hat were the com- 
plaints of the students. I leave my statement made in this House to be 
judged by persons outside who have been directly in the know’ of all these 
difficulties. 

Sir, I would invite the attention of the Government also to the deplorable 
state of affairs that is existing and is still continuing in the mofussil 
hospitals. Various speakers before me have also placed their views in 
that connection. The state of affairs there is so hopeless that patients can- 
not get any treatment worth the name. Medicines are not available: 
doctors with very inadequate qualifications are now increasingly being 
placed in charge of important work ; and although there has recently been 
a policy of inviting some local practitioners to be associated as honorary 
surgeons and physicians in the sadar hospitals in the mofussil, that policy 
has not borne fruit to the extent itwas expected. Mofussil hospitals, in 
particular, require very great attention. 

So far as Calcutta is concerned, there are large number of bed9 still 
lying unattended to. Although the Hon’ble Minister in charge some time 
ago assured us that the beds which were formerly kept reserved for 
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emergency would now be gradually released for enabling patients to get 
treated in the hospital, still there are a large number of beds which have 
not yet been properly made open to the members of the community. I 
would invite attention particularly to the case of the Lungs Department 
of the Medical College. The Lungs Department has got two sections: the 
indoor is practically closed, and the outdoor also does not attend to patients. 
The students of the Medical College who are to be trained in diseases like 
tuberculosis, do not get any opportunity to see tubercular patients either 
outdoor or indoor. I do not know how they will be in a position to treat 
such fell diseases when they come out of the hospital. When I asked an 
eminent doctor “what is the state of affairs there now and how the students 
utilise the time allotted for them to be trained in these two branches!'” he 
said, “it is practically a ‘Hari Ghosh’s Goyal*. They go, have tea, and 
smoke, and then come away.” 

Sir, this is what is happening in the Calcutta Medical College. I would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to look into these grievances more carefully. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am sorry I have not got enough time to reply to all the 
cut motions that have been moved, and within the short space of time 
allotted to me it will not be possible for me to do full justice to the debate 
on the Medical budget. Sir, 1 will only confine myself to the specific points 
that have been raised in connection with the cut motions and to the questions 
of interest which require attention. I am grateful to honourable members 
who have shown their sympathy for the activities of the Medical Department. 
Most of the motions that have been moved are in sympathy with the depart- 
ment and the debate is conspicuous by the absence of any hitter criticism of 
the department. This is a department which can really claim to he free 
from party spirit. I understand that it is the desire of all sections of the 
House that medical relief in Bengal should he improved to such an extent 
that it may bring relief to the (>() millions of people of Bengal. Sir, Govern- 
ment has been aware and has been fully aware of the position revealed by 
the famine and the aftermath of famine so far as medical relief is concerned. 
Honourable mernbers are no doubt aware of the fact that in the past scanty 
sums of money were doled out for the nation-building departments including 
the Medical and Public Health Department, and there was no serious agita- 
tion even in the Assembly or in the old Council for increasing the voted 
demand under “Medical” and other heads of the nation-building depart- 
ments. Even there was no agitation on the part of the medical associations or 
medical men so as to compel Government to give their earnest attention to 
this department with the result that the Medical Department has been starved 
for a long time. In those days major heads like “General Administration”, 
etc., which has a political bearing, used to get much more than what they 
deserved. In those days also the Bengal budget was a deficit budget and 
the policy of Government was that of balancing the budget and whenever 
the question of balancing the budget arose the medical, public health and 
education budgets were generally starved and money was squeezed out from 
those heads and transferred to other heads like the “Police” and the 
“General Administration”. It must be admitted therefore that in a way 
the famine and its aftermath has come also as a blessing to the people and 
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to Government because it has roused tbe consciousness of them both for they 
have brought out too conspicuously to all sections of people and to all sections 
of the House that Bengal not only requires food and cloths today but she 
also very badly requires medical relief and it is 'now quite apparent to all 
that in order to do justice to the cause of medical relief adequate provision 
should be made in the Medical Budget. 

Bengal requires not only food, not only clothing but also medical relief 
for the strength and health of the people of the province. For this reason 
I say without any fear of contradiction that this Government has been alive 
from the very beginning with regard to this medicaj relief and did visualise 
from before — as far back as September, 194^3 — that there would be some cala- 
mity regarding health also. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Still your depart- 
ment was sleeping all the time when the people died.) No. There was famine 
going on and we tried to relieve matters in regard to medical relief. In 

October I myself had been to Delhi. I appealed to other provinces for 

doctors and nurses and also asked our district officers to do as much as 
possible for medical relief without even caring what amount would be 

required and they were authorized to spend as much as possible. Alter that 
we have been trying our best to increase the number of medical officers and 
give other facilities. So, this Government has never been lethargic in 
combating either malaria or smallpox or cholera. (Dr. Nalinaksha 

Sanyal : Question.) My friend Dr. Sanyal puts a question. 1 can say 
without fear of contradiction from the mortality figures that have been 
revealed that we have been so -successful in combating cholera that it lias 
almost come to a standstill and malaria has been checked to a great extent. 
(Rai Harkndra Natii Chaudhuri : After men died!) It is not unprece- 
dented in Bengul that even an entire district has been decimated by malaria 
and other epidemic diseases. It is for the first time that this problem has 
been tackled very .seriously by this Government. I should say that this 
Government can claim credit for that in the annals of Bengal which was 
lacking in any other administration before. 

Sir, with regard to the motions that have been tabled for the failure of 
the Government in combating and so on, there is one of Dr. Mukherji. I 
should say that I shall take his speech in a friendly spirit. What the 
Opposition members think is that Government have succeeded and they only 
want that Government should do more. That Government have succeeded 
in combating malaria and cholera is now evident from the reports that we 
are getting from the mofussil. (Mr. Aim Chandra Sen: Bengal is 
malaria-free today!) Bengal is not free from malaria, even India is not 
free. Malaria is such a scourge that it will not be eliminated unless you 
raise their standard of living. Unfortunately the standard of living in 
Bengal is very low. There is very little vitality left to the people. Malaria 
is a disease of the poor and India is so poor that her people will die of 
malaria is no wonder. This Government is trying to improve the vitality 
of the people and it has tackled this malaria problem as far as funds permit. 

Sir, I should be surprised if the Opposition would not give credit to this 
(Jpwnment for the work that they have done in this direction. 

Sir, the normal demand of quinine in Bengal is 90,000 lbs. It was 
further reduoed by tbe fall of Java and other places, but this Government 
has got an allotment of 1,900,000 lbs. of quinine. Excepting 8 lakhs the 
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rest has been sent to mofussil districts and now there is no complaint in the 
mofuasil districts or anywhere that they are not getting quinine. Of course, 
there had been restriction before but now there is free distribution of quinine 
and it is not restricted 'to medical practitioners only. The District Magis- 
trate has been made responsible for distributing it through reliable people, 
primary school teachers and union board dispensaries. 

So far as provision of medical relief it* concerned, Government has done a 
good deal and is trying to do more. 

As regards the specific questions raised by the cut motions, 1 remember 
one is tuberculosis hospitafs, another is the indigenous Ayurvedic and llnani 
system of medicine, the third is Homeopathy, the fourth Ls College of 
Pharmacy and the fifth is Campbell Hospital. With regard to grants to 
union board charitable dispensaries and sadar and other mofussil hospitals, 
the reply has been furnished by my esteemed friend Mr. Mullick and I need 
not dilate on that. 

Sir, I will first take up tuberculosis. Complaint# have been made that 
this is really a fell disease and this should be combated and sufficient provi- 
sion should be made. This House is aware that the Government is not less 
anxious than the honourable members of the Opposition. Government were 
in quest for a climatic sanatorium for a long time. It has really undergone 
changes from time to time and it related to several Governments and several 
experts. The difficulty was that the donation bad a condition precedent 
before Government could take it and in accordance with that condition no 
site could be selected. One site was selected somewhere and then an expert 
committee said it was no good. In this way it ha# gone on for several 
years. Afterwards, I should say, we have been able to select a site tempo- 
rarily at Amulia in Burdwun. Difficulties are great because the war is on 
and it will be difficult to give effect it) that scheme. 

Sir, in this connection I cannot hut remember Sir John Herbert who was 
very anxious to see that this scheme was given effect to before he went out 
of office. I am sorry he is no more. At any rate, this Government remem- 
bers his anxiety and it will carry out this scheme as soon as funds permit. 

Now, there are at present two hospitals, both under the same management 
—one i« the Jadavpur Hospital and the other is the S. B. Dey Sanitarium 
at Kurseong. A complaint lias been made that provision has not been made 
for the Jadavpur Hospital. This Jadavpur Hospital has been given a 
capital grant of about Rs. 3 lakhs and Rs. 1,000 per bed was allotted for a 
time. It w T as at first Rs; 10,000 and it was raised to Rs. 30,000 for the 
accommodation of 30 beds and since then it has been raised to Rs. 80,000 
making a provision for the accommodation of 80 beds and recently only two 
or three days before — we have given Rs. 28,000 for extra cost required for 
maintaining beds, over and above the allotment of Rs. 1,000 per bed. 

So far as the S. B. Dey Sanitarium is concerned, we have given them a 
site of 28 acres. We have also paid them annual rent at the rate of Rs. 437. 

There is another tuberculosis hospital and there also we have given 
Rs. 2,050 in 1940 and in 1943-44 Rs. 21,000. (Rai Bahadur Jogesh 
Chandra Sen : What about the Patipukur Ayurvedic Tuberculosis 
Hospital?) There is no provision for the Ayurvedic Tuberculosis Hospital. 
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Sir, with regard to the introduction of Ayurvedic and indigenous systems 
of treatment and education, I am very thankful to my honourable friend 
Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that he has raised this question. We are 
aliye to this question and, as a matter of fact, I cart tell the House that we 
have got a Postwar Reconstruction Committee and in the sub-committee of 
that Committee of which I am the /Chairman there are medical men. I 
myself tried to get eminent Ayurvedic and Unani specialists to help me just 
to tackle this problem as to how far these systems can be given effect to side 
by side with Allopathy. My friend has complained that no grant has been 
made. No grant has been made, because no gran# has been asked for. But 
still I uyiy say that we gave Rs. 1,000 for their help. We also gave 
Rs. 4,000 to the Unani medical faculty and for the Ayurvedic faculty we 
have provided all facilities, viz., we have defrayed their cost of election and 
the result was published in the “Calcutta Gazette” free of cost. (Dr. Nali- 
narsha Sanyal: Great generosity! What is the money value of that 
generosity? You ought to he ashamed.) Dr. Sanyal, you ought to realise 
that it is not a question of shame, it is a question of credit, because we have 
provided money although no money has been asked for. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: It is a State faculty.) Dr. Sanyal, you will be -surprised to know 
that these indigenous faculties have not been properly started, they have not 
done anything, they have not shown any tangible result. So Government has 
nothing to be ashamed of. 

Then comes the question of Homeopathic faculty. Government has 
already recognised Homeopathic as a State faculty. This has been done not 
in my time but previously. So at the present moment there is no bar to 
Homeopathic treatment; on the other hand this system is being encouraged 
and, as a matter of fact, it is very popular in the countryside. There are 
also some districts which have already adopted Homeopathic system of 
treatment and they have also started some dispensaries with Homeopathic 
medicines. (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : What about the establishment of a 
College of Pharmacy?) 

Mr. Sen, I can assure you that I am very much alive to the question 
raised by you. I fully agree with the remarks that you have made with 
regard to the establishment of a College of Pharmacy. But the difficulty is 
that the standard of medicines prepared by Indian Pharmacies is always 
complained of by the foreigners and by the British medical men. (Dr. Nali- 
naksha Sanyal: It is in their own interest to do so.) Not only that, even 
Indian doctors, and I say this from my personal experience, will not select 
Bengal Pharmacy drugs if they get drugs prepared by the British firms of 
reputation like Parke Davis. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: As a Minister you 
should not advertise any firm. Don’t mention the name of any firm.) I am 
quite aware that the point raised by Mr. Sen is a very important one, but 
what I want to say is that the standard of medicines prepared in India 
is not always preferred by all the Indian people. With regard to the 
establishment of a College of Pharmacy the only movement that was made 
yi$$in 1938-39. I am aware that Dr. Anklesaria made a donation of Rs. 2 
lakhs for the establishment of such a college on certain conditions. Un- 
fortunately no site was selected and after that when war came it was thought 
advisable to postpone it till the close of the war. After that in 1942 an 
enquiry was made as to whether if it is possible to get a site according to his 
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condition, the scheme should be given effect to, but no reply has since been 
received from him. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: This is extremely regret- 
table. Is’nt it?) 

With regard to grants to union board and charitable dispensaries, a 
scheme was drawn up long ago to establish a dispensary in every union or 
a dispensary for every two unions, but unfortunately that scheme could not 
be given effect to. Honourable members are aware of that. It is a colossal 
task. At present we are trying to give medical relief even in mofussal 
areas by the extension of medical facilities. You will be surprised to hear 
that during the last six months we have opened about 700 emergency 
hospitals and the number of beds has increased. My friend Mr. Ahmed 
Hosain has said that these hospitals should be made permanent. I may tell 
him that we have got a scheme for the extension of medical relief and that 
scheme will be taken up in connection with our rehabilitation and post-war 
reconstruction plan. Our present proposal with regard to the grants to 
these union boards and thana dispensaries is to allot Its. 250 and Rs. 500, 
respectively, and so far as sadur and suhdi visional hospitals are concerned 
it is the duty of the local bodies and district boards to maintain them. It 
is not our duty to provide them with money. These are self-governing 
institutions and so if anything goes wrong with them, that casts no reflec- 
tion upon us. We cannot interfere with them legally. I am glad now that 
even in this House there have been sentiments expressed for the provin- 
cialisation of sadar and suhdi visional hospitals. There has been a tendency, 
and this tendency has developed to a very great extent, that there should he 
decentralisation. Even the then Opposition members, the ardent national- 
ists, had asked for proviueialisation of sadar and subdivision^ hospitals. I 
myself would be loath to provincialise these sadar and suhdi visional 
hospitals, because complexities of various kinds may crop up. However, 
we have circularised this matter to the District Magistrates asking for their 
opinion as to whether the hospital authorities will he willing to surrender 
their right of management. The other day I suggested this to the District 
Magistrates who, I thought, welcomed this. I would also say that the 
sadar hospitals and suhdi visional hospitals, as has been pointed out by 
Dr. Sanyal, would also welcome this move. But there are people who think 
that the advantage will be very little because the hospitals with which they 
are connected are already well-equipped. That is the reason why Govern- 
ment have taken so long to come to a decision in the matter. 

Coming to the cut motions, I shall first of all take the question raised 
by Mr. Atul Chandra Sen with regard to the Campbell Medical School of 
Calcutta and the Mitford School of Dacca. With regard to the Campbell 
Medical School affair, it is already well-known to the House and to the 
public outside as to how Government dealt with it. Communiques were 
issued from time to time. Mr. Muilick has already pointed out how essen- 
tial it is that discipline should he maintained in educational institutions. 
At present, the Campbell Medical School is undei the supervision of an 
Indian Superintendent who is also a Professor of Medicine and who has been 
in the School all the time. There are other teachers who along with the 
Superintendent are all anxions to improve the institution. The real com- 
plaint was this. The spirit that actuated the strike was undesirable. It 
was raised over the transfer of a junior professor. So, I hope that this 
30 
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House, be they members of the Opposition or of Government, will oo-operate 
with me in seeing that discipline is maintained in medical and in other 
institutions. 

With regard to the Mltford School, I did not follow Mr. Sen. I did 
not know that there was any room for complaint. I only knew that there 
was a professor of Surgery wanting, which work was carried on by Lt.-Col. 
Fischer. Now a Professor of Surgery has been appointed. I shall however 
look into the matter. 

Coming to the question of misiqanagement of the Calcutta Medical 
College, Dr. Sanyal has talked of favouritism and nepotism being very much 
in vogue. lie has also said that Europeans have been top dogs and Muslims 
under dogs. Although he has not said so in so many words, yet my infe- 
rence is that. So far as Colonel Anderson is concerned, he is known to be a 
good Surgeon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You have not actually recommended 
his reappointment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

How do you know' that? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The Governor has overruled your deci- 
sion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

I ask again how do you know that? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Y ou can say now that it is not a fact. 
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

It Ls not a fact. Dr. Sanyal is absolutely wrong. Colonel Anderson was 
granted an extension for the 4th time. Dr. San\al has also stated that 
Colonel Murray is inefficient and that reappointments are made in the case 
of Europeans and Muslims. At the same time he has said that Colonel 
Anderson could not do his work on account of some skin disease on his 
hands. The appointment of Colonel Anderson is a matter wdiich is entirely 
in the hands of the Governor. Dining the time of the last Ministry, tw'o 
extensions were granted to him. (Dr. Nalinakmia Sanyal: They were 
also equally guilty.) This Ministry is not responsible 

With regard to Colonel Murray, I do not know* anything about bis effi- 
ciency or inefficiency. Now’ that the point lias been raised, I shall certainly 
look into it but I can say that •skill and efficiency are not the monopoly of 
any one particular community. (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyal: I have not 
claimed that.) Colonel Murray is M.R.C.P. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: lie is a most incompetent man. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 
Dr. Sanyal is a Doctor of Economics. He is not a medical man. So far 
as the competency of a medical doctor is concerned, I will not take 
Dr. SanyuTs word. I may explain Ihe policy of Government in this connec- 
tion. So far as the Medical Department is concerned. Government have 
never favoured any inefficient or incompetent men. Under the shibboleth 
of efficiency, hitherto one community has had a lion’s share in appointments. 
That is a thing which is not going to continue. 

YirillL lltAisa T anrmoo oil ilia mil nmlinnu 
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The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical * ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of ltai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12.000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Rad liana ill Das that the demand of Rs. 60,12,000 for 
expenditure under the bead “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of the Ilon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaludidn Ahmad 
that a -sum ot Us. 00,12,000 he granted for expenditure under th(i head “38 — 
Medical” was then put and agreed to. 

39— Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 60,10,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“30 — Public' Health”. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 60.10,000 for expenditure under the head “30 — Public Health” lx> 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to rawe a discussion about failure 
of Government to adequately cope with cholera, pox, malaria and other 
epidemic diseases. 

i *rtm, firste'd* TT'P'rr rm « ?ttot at 

gt&fr 'ifrfr n tn faifinsfe* • 

vS toi Trtr#pii, tty TitPror rr? Tpstfa 

wot faro t 

t 3r<T?r^T tIto sraft-Tsi ot 

*rrft test* Stm i 

*T5t*rf s ntcM, , ron ot ffo <mr *rrm 

TO ^U5 *1 C*iOl Ot T1 stfaT* 

wb\ot to *s ^ Trtfro; to to 

tstOT TO *gt : to *tus ; <w vft to to *fap — ^ 
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i rtc^ cwisto stRn 5tcro 

vsfcfffe wm tot? *?cm) t ?jTcTOm, ^snR TOt*pFf? 

^• 3 Ff 3 T^ 7 TO TO CTO TOT ^CTO, 4V S m 7 f 7 T 3 TO I TOfa ?p 

CTO CTO TO C^ 5 TCTO ^T »1 ^TtW 5 tCTO '3 7 rtt <4 RR^TOtC* 

*rfa?fw cmfo whj to m t mm re vst^n toc^ — 4 $ri> mro 

faTO I 4 % TO TO *fc9 ^tTO a TO? f*t« TOTO Pt^TOfR TO #rf^5 
mfcf <W CTO f*tel TOl mJtotTJ <3 <3tC*l $TO ’3 ^TOTC^ ‘TOFft*! R$ TOTTOl 
TO ^Plfm?' ^tC5 §tetCTO CTOtfT ^WC'/tTO TO 7t'3<fi 'TO C^tsl-ftS TO*f 

n^rrs cOgc^ i mR TO (?i R$ <fim R^ RtTOfii 

TO TOf^ 5ttTO TO! ^TO TO^sft '3 trt’TO TO4 "t TtTO 

fk*$ TO tfPsTO 71^ ^RT I 43* <7T -smi^rm *?tfTO ^CTOl ^TH? TtttTT 
$$71t*Phlt? OofClvSr ^1 TO^W *tf3*1 *TO m I 

TOft?i motTO ?rTO, Tret mtsrre ( 7 i totci, to '3 mteTOn 
<5t7r mtmsr toc^ <3ft reft$ trfoffa to^ m i sR*rtTOt fc fa tot <tto srt cTO^ 
?mi to^ m, c*W to 5ft ^?ot tost m, o^Tm wpr4ft£ ^TOmrore. 
^ *tf3m me** m, 5i wumy cro m i toh tok 

C51 CTOr^ I ^RTJ Wf% m$TO TOt"R^ 71 TOTOK RtTOfl 

4 — 7ri>i TO *P*n cros TOstft — tt sf^ ctos rnft Rfe-j csriti TOevst^t, 

sftTOaH, wre. RR-tm mcro w^ Res y rtre, tt^ m:*n cro? to^Ttcs ^rfr- 

C5 W, CSt^te^t'4, TOCTO ^m7ot'4 tfof% TOS TOitst TCTOS I il^ TOC^ 
^tft 'TOt^ R\5tC^S ^#1 TOstS ^T TOfS ^tTO &fT=T TOTOF pTOl SRT3 
5t^, f%R ^W4 stftr^ tiTsf, ^“cw (TnTf&tsR wsi s'Ftfs r ^es 

^^N^tCS St'TO ^TStTO^S TOT Tfl TOS W51 '3 TTSi^ SC^S <tt^l <i)S" CTO^ 

'=rtc^ ft ki ? RR ^ 5.^1 f% ^n ? 

Maulvi MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I be# U> move that the demand of 
Es. 60,10,000 for expenditure under llie head “39 — Public Health” he 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to supply adequate quantity of quinine to counteract 
the spread of malaria in Bengal. 

TOfts ’TTO, TO^rRm faTOr RTO ®rt 'TOit TOt^r 
mmwz ^ TOTOTO srt tpst^r i 

Tt*«rt?r «t*f mt cro Trtr^Rnt^ TO *\$czuz i ^tsi to ^rt 3 sr- 

nt^^tCTF TTOfTOt ’FR ?*TO T*F1 ^F^HT ^HT CTO C5Z) TO75C^ ^T1 I 

71 *wr\ tsi f^hi 1 TOt^r m ^fro 
^C3f 7rf%^Br Ibt^tWiJ TOrMtJ Rr? I f%l ^tR TO >5f5TO^ visit 

Rrcu TTtc^r ^tc^tr c^tcfe ttTO^ R^ i ^5R^ cttcm tto Rm 

7 i Rrs^rc^Mr toti 5 t 5 i TOra ^53 1 71 ^SR^tt TOt<i TOta cTO 

mTOnmi ^iWs ^ TNtR ^ 73Th ^ mar wo cTOre 1 ^tc5 ^ ^TOsf 
m J N ^CTi mm cTO iw^s ^tii 51 ^#ro TOrtra tt to Rfti 
awes y ^mm ^cTO nev TO? to i TOr«^ TO 
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tR’rtsmrtC’f' «lbt*C« tsffi BtytOT *T*7WjJ 41%'lM 

4fw ?pf%rs '■mn iffii stsi* wyi t-r 'ffira . 

*tfRtt c f c^t®crrc^ f4«flj[c=i7 ^•Tt?-7 fiw«rs tpiyi ’ftfh i 

’rfTRn 'srfrt? tpstt ®kt *RC*t*f i 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI*: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Publio 
Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to r§use a discussion 
about (1) failure of the Government in the matter of water-supply in rural 
areas; (2) inefficiency of Sanitary Inspectors and Health Officers, and 
corruption prevailing amongst them; (3) failure of the Government to 
supply sufficient quantities of quinine to rural private practitioners and 
rural dispensaries under district and union boards; and (4) absolute failure 
to supply sufficient quantities of cholera and typhoid vaccines for prevention 
of epidemics arising out of bad food, taken by the masses in the present days 
of acute food problem. 

Sir, I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure 
under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
in order to raise a discussion about (1) failure of the Government to stop 
adulteration of foodstuff, which is abundantly prevalent in the country and 
thereby giving rise to seven* epidemics such as cholera, indigestion, beri- 
beri, etc.; (2) absolute negligence of the Government in not taking any 
steps whatever to ascertain cause and to prevent beri-beri in the district of 
Birbhum which has played havoc during the last few months; and (3) 
absolute callousness of the district and municipal boards in checking the 
spread of such epidemics. 

I beg also to mo\e that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure 
under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by lbs. 100. T move this 
in order to raise a discussion about failure of Government to formulate and 
to give eflort to a comprehensive scheme for rural health improvement. 

And, finally, I beg to move that the demand of Its. 60,10,000 for 
expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I 
move this in order to raise a discussion about (1) utter failure of the 
Government in starting Maternity Homes and child-welfare centres in aid 
of the rural public; and (2) failure of the Jflf-training system. 

Sir, I beg to state that the Government has failed absolutely in the 
matter of water-supply in the rural areas of almost all the districts. In my 
district of Birbhum a number of tube wells were sunk about six years ago 
which had become useless after a couple of years only. The contractors 
stole away a big sum of money with encouragement of the Governing Body. 
The soil of Birbhum was not suitable for tube wells, still the money was 
spent and looted without any help to the public. Since then, owing to high 
price of masonry materials and cement rings, no wells could be dug by the 
district board and the Government, since then, did not sanction any money 
earmarked for the purpose and lienee the people of rural areas are drinking 
filthy water of the unprotected tanks. Owing to filthy accumulated water, 
epidemics of water-borne diseases have become very common. The sanitary 
staff — the strength of which is not insufficient — has proved to be inefficient 
altogether. The epidemics, when they visit a place as a guest, make a 
permanent abode there. Adulteration of foodstuff such as ghee, jnustard 
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oil, atia and even rice, has become a common and normal factor with the 
advent of war crisis in the country. It seems as if a free licence has been 
granted by the Government to encourage adulteration of foodstuffs. For 
want of food and bad adulterated food in famished stomach, the general 
mass of rural people had to suffer from several diseases which naturally led 
them to die in millions and not in scores or hundreds. 

Sir, it is an undeniable fact that to prevent the epidemics to spread, 
nothing could be done for want of vaccines and such other drugs. The 
sanitary staff moved about to make travelling but to no effect. The actual 
condition was not altered until Nature’s help came by itself. Want of 
quinine for malaria and stories of fabulous black-marketing in the trade of 
medicine have become recorded as a unique instance. The number of rural 
practitioners is large. Lives of the rural public mostly depend in their 
hands. If they could get a supply of quinine many lives could have been 
saved. But as luck would have it, many had to die for want of the only 
panacea of malaria — quinine. 

Sir, 1 give here a short history of quinine position of India. There are 
only two State-owned cinchona plantations with factories for the production 
of quinine — oue at Mungpoo (Darjeeling) and the other at Neduvattaram 
(Nilgris). Before the war, only 70,000 lbs. of quinine were on average 
produced per year. The quantity produced now is slightly higher, the 
combined figure for 1042 being 72,000 lbs. 

India’s minimum requirement us calculated by authorities including, Sir 
Andrew Balfour is 1,250,000 lbs. per year. Dr. Bentley’s estimate for 
Bengal alone was 1 lakh pound of quinine for any appreciable effect on the 
malaria situation in Bengal. The present need is cent, per cent, more on a 
moderate estimate, due to higher incidence of malaria in Bengal. So, the 
production of quinine is much below the requirement. I want to know what 
«tcp the Government has taken or propose to take to import quinine from 
other countries with the help of the United Nations. 

Sir, in the case of beri-beri epidemic in Birbhum, the supposed cause 
was found out to be the mustard oil which contained Argumoni seeds 
(Sealkata) which has toxic effect on the nerves and miooardine, but the 
sanitary staff neither could prosecute eases in numbers dealing with such 
stuff of mustard oil for .such offences nor could prevent the epidemic spread- 
ing. The municipal authorities or the district hoard did not take any 
preventive steps nor could slop supply of bad adulterated mustard oil. 
Although there had been long talks and hopes for public health improve- 
ment, no comprehensive scheme has yet been drawn up and given effect to. 

In order to save the rural public (who practically feed the remaining 
other people) from the cruel hands of dangerous diseases, an immediate step 
should 1)© taken before the whole country becomes a burial ground. 

Sir, regarding maternity homes, no such homes have been started in 
any rural area up till now. The cfat-training class has failed to produce a 
single trained dm. 

Sir, I suggest to the Government to take up a small district like Birbhum 
bordering the province and make an ideal of a district. In every union 
board let there be a nice little up-to-date dispensary with 2 or 3 beds for 
ursrent cases with un-to-date surgical instruments and a microsc-one. 
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there be a maternity home in charge of a midwife with a bed or two for 
difficult labour cases. Let the medical officers be decently paid and good 
quarters provided. Selection from the local practitioners to serve as medical 
officers may economise the situation. 50 per cent, of the cash for starting 
and maintaining be borne by the Government and the remaining 50 per cent, 
by union boards. If it is at all impossible to start such institutions in 
every union board, let two boards have one at least and let us see how it 
progresses. If such system succeeds in one district, it may then be extended 
gradually to other districts as well. 

Sir, I entreat the Minister in charge of the Public Health portfolio to 
kindly listen to my suggestion and let us feel that our Ministers have 
hearts and they feel for their country. 

Sir, with these words I beg to commend my motions to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. (>0,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to provide adequate and 
timely medical relief in the epidemic infected areas in the province. 

Sir, the manner in which the province-wide outbreak of epidemic diseases 
was dealt with h\ the Government at the initial stages is a blot on the 
administration of the province, and betrayed a most shameful callousness 
towards tlie sufferings of the people. Sir, it is well known that cholera 
made its appearance in an epidemic form from July last and took a heavy 
toll of human lives. During the first few months, that is to say, right up 
to the end of September, no special measures were taken by the Government 
to meet this extraordinary situation. Even when the stories of the terrible 
havoc were repeatedly brought to the notice of the Government, the usual 
plea that there was dearth of medicine and anti-cholera vaccines were not 
available in sufficient number, was put forward and thousands died without 
treatment and thousands fell fresli victims for want of any inoculation 
measures. The department of Public Health itself, Sir, failed to realise the 
gravity of the situation, and to impress on the Government of India the 
over-riding necessity of providing those medicines. Sir, it was only when 
the Army Authorities took charge that the necessary medicines became 
available, but by the time these medicines reached the rural areas, the 
virulence of cholera had already subsided to a large extent and they came too 
late to he of any substantial relief to the people. 

Sir, this also is the story in respect of the malaria epidemic. No quinine 
was available and people died like cats and dogs without any medicine 
whatsoever. Sir, numerous villages have been ruined by this fell disease. 
Sir, it is an amazing fact that the authorities in many districts were not 
even aware of the havoc being created by malaria in definite areas within 
their jurisdiction for a long time and no medical help became available to 
those rural areas until in some cases one-third of the population had died. 
Sir, several villages near about Peali railway station on the Diamond 
Harbour line about twelve miles from Calcutta have become desolate owing 
to the depredations of this disease and about half of their population have 
been dead. The report reached us somewhat late and when we from the 
Hindu Mabasabha sent a medical unit for their relief, we were astonished 
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to find that even such appalling miseries had failed to reach the ears of the 
authorities or to receive any help from the Public Health Department. Sir, 
a similar story was told by the Managing Director of the Dhakeswari Cotton 
Mill, who in course of his visit to a village situated within a few miles of 
the mill-site, found that about one-third of its population had died of malaria 
within a very short time. When this fact was brought to the notice of the 
Subdivisional Officer of Narainganj, he expressed surprise that he was never 
informed about it previously. 

Sir, these are only two typical cases. I can say that this was the case 
almost everywhere. The thana and union board authorities in many places 
treated the situation with complete indifference and did not even think it 
worth their while to inform the district authorities. Even in cases where 
district authorities were informed, no action whatever was taken for a long 
time. In some districts, Sir, a good quantity of quinine was lying in 
reserve stock with the District Magistrate, but these were not released for 
sale to the public or for distribution through dispensaries, though reports 
of hundreds dying daily for want of medicine were being received by them. 
Sir, such callousness can hardly be imagined in persons in whom there is 
anything like sense of humanity. 

Sir, the Public Health organisation has proved to be hopelessly inefficient 
and requires thorough overhauling. Sir, this department must be manned 
by persons who are imbued more with a spirit of public service and shorn 
of unnecessary official prestige or redtapism. Sir, I maintain that a large 
percentage of deaths caused by cholera and malaria were preventible and 
could have been prevented if the authorities of the Department had respond- 
ed timely to the demands of the situation and organised relief even with the 
limited medical resources at their disposal with promptitude and expedition. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Ks. 00,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” he reduced by Its. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
failure of the Government in combating malaria, cholera and other epidemic 
diseases due to food scarcity and hood. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Its. 00,10,000 for expenditure 
under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Its. 100. I move this 
to raise a discussion about a comprehensive scheme regarding rural water- 
supply. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4 $ 

tsfa jrfi'Q *trs*i *rt*i ^rfr^r cn *r. o *m fasttspr T 3trs c**fi 

| WtC 7 ? TOT 

m c? rtc*t T 3 Tin ^ 4^1 *R*fn 

?n TOT3 csT Ft or Tfai c*t 1 

orfwitr^ 4c«rcspr c*b nr ^twi Tore tst re *utc=rfon 

f%f5r O District Medical Officers 

^nrpTT Registered through fro f%%r TPT1 

TO f pfrf I ^TC 7 ^ non-official doctor’s ^ medical faculty 
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TO TOC^H' <TO ?PF 3 TOf?R CTOT wi TOR TO I TOTOTO 

^c*i^ fFfwn-t^'csr* ^tw eri to i TOfa tot 

^ ^ f<NC4 Director of Public Healthy ^Mc^i TO3 C§t f^l R^g < 3 ^ *Rps 

f%R CTO TOffa OT TO ^ CTO? TOTTI ^CiR TO I 

fWttfvD': TOT-*TWI ^ ^RTft TOT Tfs=Ti CTOf ^o^RC 6 ^ W C , *fC 5 f r (R TJ T ?1 

^C^%^FT (TOl f^TTOT ?fGllWiH^ SH TO I $1 ^‘f'cTO RtTO 
R^ RrcTO wrtR totot toti tot to i to to wtato w froi 

TOTOS <*Ol4 ^T *Tt’33fi] c<TO<H ^TTJTtR TO District. Public Health Officer 
totRto < 5 tf%TOc t t RR^^n toto srt TOTO *r;*tPF R'jy to^s 1 TOr 
TOn? *TI R^ TOH) ~*1 District Board c*fcTO C*TQ31 TOCET Rs^ ''h 5 6 f x - 

CTO C (J fc*P fVf £ < 7 R TO I < 43 R f% TO TOTS ^^"cTO TO I <TO 
4 TO 1 TO “TOr TOCv- TO TO (R, TOi-wrn ^prtTO^ sht ctr ^ yfTO tjRTO 
, *TO w TO ''ho^'cTO ^c<r ^tro TOm ^PTt<R t fc^' cvf] 

TOftl TOT 3 **TI-1c<-t I T51 ^tT 51 TjRl ^Tt? TTTY1 ^C^tTH — OPWtf ^tTOT 

RR^Ht) ^TtC^ vstOT^T C^JS ^TtrrC^T \IO R^T TOTO*< RTO TOY1 TCTC5R I 

4 Rhc<i zrfj- TOt^^r^- Rc*n Rre toR i f%f% TO w<t ot <$TO 

TTTOl TO'tTOT 577T I TOTO»t 5TtT5t'3 C^TfCTO ^TtRl ^5^ 53f% v§spf vft'^TO ^R«fl 
TO C*’ 3 *)t ’3 ''f\s t f'TO ( TO 4 TO? TO<TT I TTftTOni TO TOT 5 5 X*T *TO TOTO^ 
R'a^cTO ?7?T *T1 , SrRTO-M ^T ^FCTOT 5TO, vff.^ WCWI TOTI 

R 7 ^ C>!^1 ^^t-f TO “WR^ '& TOT1 

TO 7 T 5 5 TO I 

^ < 't"x 3 i fc S *rR v fR 3 rt < 't cxt*^ totiij r mtct-i <51: 

R, R, TOi^ TmtT^ 5Ttf%wfc^B to? RRto tTOtR^i RR^to ^nr q \ 

gwr ^ctor ( 7 R 1 to ^fror ^rrorRxt^ ^t5 c*TO ^itbTO MTOi 1 

PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. (>0,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39— Public. Health” bo 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about free distribution of 
quinine in the rural area. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, itfw <it^,l CTOfa ^41 "Hf: t 7 ! TOTO^FT 5 ? ^/Rc’S 

I "TOro <\*° ~^oPy. ?T¥ ’TO f RtTotC^ fTO 

tTtTTT *r%3 Tr^X5T | ^f%TO T'^l 5tfed fTOTS il^ *Tt'*n CHC-f C^TO" 

3 Tt^l TrtTTTfel CTOf^ gtli ib TO 7 CTO "WfXq V7\ | ^tFfT£l TTOR^tfl 

3Z*>t TOTO 1 CTO TOF? c lT TO 5 T?j TO 7 Tt^f ^fRn TO ^ I 

5 rrtr^rf%iii TOf^i, =m, ^wro, tr|R ^rrtf^s s ct^f 

TO *Tft) I 4$ TOTO TOtTOC 6 m TO oq=T* TORR TO ^fo 6 !"- 

c^R tRt to^ c^Si TO i ^<rj ^n«fi TOTO^ toti ot*b 

I ‘ p lst^ffC? ^SRr-T c<lc£^ Presidenti) 3 f through R?,] TO*<t^ 

?»TTO I c^l CTO TO ’rorMTO* fTOTC^ ^Tf^TO ^5Ru^ 
Tafcifo president 4 ^ through R?ll TOT ^PTl I ^tfe?T 

TO?n TOrm’t ?pqn (yRrs TO i R*^*!, R^r«f 
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Ctrfnvs^w <f'f<IC33 , ^5*1 PTt'Tjif ■'lt < P^,l3 f%5? c i 'slsl3i 7 Ri <i *i, |E5 < >"'373«i, 
fl«n? TfJi ftpfr-r ^nrr?n 7fk33 i 7t73i3 sflwwF £33 f^rs sStsrfin ’fRc-t-t i 
TUtC^VH *F? , l!?3 f3'33‘f'3 'olsHi ^f3(,43 I f33E3 expert 

cyftc®‘i? 'S v tt'331 3t3 31 I ^Ht$3 f%T3^«f 73T5 5T3 sfsTftoa B5t=T ’TTTl 
*t?PFtW I •3l*CT*l NTS, ^*ft?C33 C313 dosejjij fiic^F 337 31 *f331, (at-sffc? 
7?3rS3 ffl’351 5T55 I SrtTa C3t'-rt3 S“f3t3 % ^RTt? S3 31 <P1 '73313 331 33 
e-fri S'W'i? 3iai3 3?3t?3 31 wasi, 3ift3f33i 51331 i 33;$ fa’.jtt’T «ttf%3i 
C3t'f OoftifO C3t' 5 n *t31 7t3 I 

3?3I C73t3 7153131 333313 5f^t3 3t37?3 ft 31? OS\ 6131 33T3 ’tlS'S ^piT 
3^31^3 ftaF3 3F31 (X 13, TOT 317 3t33 *17 3f? *'<3313 731 7ti>f5 i>t31 *f(S'S 2|fi ElSfa 
313133 f33i> StS 60 &131 313 C3 631 <ZF I 2(3137573 5TC33 331 C?t3 

'3M3131 3&3l?3 f33RI 333 b5\ l?t31 31$'5 ftrftT I ftt3 T3C33 

7® 7133‘t 3 r f331 Tift ftr®t31 3=f3lS 5t? '75‘l'r3‘!> fttW3tt ft Blackmarketing43 
TTtfT;! C3t3t5*T 31 ? 4^737 *7> *1? C3l'-f) 3F3TT51 E^l 3ft3 3t3t$3 ftfftr 31 

*71313, Sf5tCT3 7133-15373 33 IM ft^/tffts stslt?, Tift uq^ f33t3 313%T 3ft 
3513733 3® Tt33‘t 3fesf| I 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I Leg to move that the demand of 
Its. (JO, 10,000 for expenditure under the head “d9 — Public Health” he 
reduced by Its. 100 to raise a discussion about the failure of Government to 
check the spread of malaria, smallpox, and cholera epidemics and to further 
the studies in nutrition with a view to improve the nutritional standard of 
the people. 

Sir, previous speakers have already dealt with the question of malaria, 
smallpox and cholera epidemics and I would not add many words to what 
they have stated in the House today. 1 will only state this much that the 
Government had at one time taken the plea that they could not take 
effective steps to check the spread of these fell diseases because of the 
absence of suitable medical men. In reply to a question elsewhere, the 
Hon’ble Minister is reported to have stated that they sought the help of the 
Indian Medical Association in this matter but they were disappointed. 
To this reply the Indian Medical Association circularised a categorical denial 
and they stated quoting the dates and numbers of the letters to show and 
demonstrate how very callous this Government has been and how far from 
truth the statement of the Hon’ble Minister has been. They have stated 
that although the Indian Medical Association, both the Bengal Branch and 
the All-India organisation, have tried their level best to co-operate with the 
Government in the matter of supply of full medical needs by importing 
persons from outside who are willing to offer their services to the people 
for the alleviation of their distress caused last year, their offer wa9 not 
accepted and was not properly attended to. 

Sir, I will not deal with this matter any more. On what I would 
concentrate more today is the question of nutrition and the duty of the 
Public Health Department in furthering the education on nutrition. The 
Government of Bengal has got a Sanitary Board of which there is a 
Nutrition Committee, and this Nutrition Committee has been functioning 
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for the last two years. They have eminent men on that Board including 
professors of reputation, both in this country as well as in the whole world, 
and yet the Government has failed to avail of the very valuable suggestions 
of such a committee given to Government from time to time. The latest 
of this Committee’s reports has been made available to me a few days ago. 
It appears from that that an eminent body of scientists an(^ medical men 
has risen to the height of the occasion and has invited Government’s atten- 
tion to the necessity and value of vitamin rich food and vitamin concentrates, 
and they appointed a technical sub-committee to submit proposals for 
production of these. The Committee lias reported and it appears that they 
have demonstrated that if you depend merely on cereals the average earning 
of a Bengali will not or may not enable him to get sufficient and balanced 
food for a long time to come, but if synthetic vitamin is produced and food 
balanced with the same is attempted, t hen it is quite possible that within 
the income standard of every human being of this province sufficient food 
can be given to maintain himself above difficulties. In this connection, I 
would quote a small paragraph of that report which states thus: “People 
have tried to solve their nutritional problems but. have met with only 
partial success, as even in America it was observed that to meet the 
scientific requirement of nutritive elements from meat, eggs, vegetables, 
milk, etc., would mean a cost of $2*50 to $9 per person per week but the 
income statistics showed that a majority of families having three or four 
members had not had the means to allocate such an amount on food only. 
The Massachusettes Institute of Technology has, however, demonstrated the 
possibility of getting a complete w'ell balanced diet with processed and 
synthetic foods for only $0 42 per week per person. In America proceesed 
food averaged 2 -3 cents, per serving, as compared to over 25 cents, if the 
equivalent nutritive elements are expected from natural foods, and even then 
it is not so reliable in its nutritional content.” 

Then, Sir, if is found that in America synthetic vitamins are being 
manufactured in a large scale. “Synthetic vitamins are now being produced 
m chemical works on a tonnage basis. In the United States of America 
the total annual production of synthetics and concentrates exceeds hundred 
million dollars.” 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed one 
minute more to conclude.) 

Sir, 1 invite the attention of the Government to the Technical Sub-Com- 
mittee’s Report and I submit as this Committee points out that very cheap 
vitamins can he produced from raw materials like water-hyacinth available 
in plenty, and bv an expenditure of only about 4 lakhs of rupees in this 
province suitable pilot schemes can be worked, and it will be possible to give 
necessary vitamins to the people of the province during this emergency. I 
submit, Sir, that this requires very careful attention. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 
reduced by *Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about the failure of 
the Government — 

(a) to take steps to prevent black-marketing in respect of medicine; 

(b) to take effective steps to ensure price of medicine in spite of 

Ordinance ; 
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(o) to distribute quinine; and 

(d) to remove the difficulties to get vaccine of different kinds. 
ajf'T'Tto TOWfe ’It OT, TW'tfOTOT ’T't’TT (TlYTot TfarfiR 

OTOT toot *pOT TtTOT Tift StOT t^t% cross \5fa *lfht 

I (OTl OTOT 'Sw fTSRl Tfi Tf^fe TfOTOT TO 'i^TOT *3 7tOT OT3 
otY tot ^ fcR to tot cot ttot#)' *i?i tIot t tot OT stt 
TT COT fSTOT *ffeo TO5> (71^ fTO TftOTT! T3OT ^7 t|OT 

CTfafiSj I 

OTtm ov\ to %r ot ^rc^rg trot ^fMTOT f^r 
tftRT OTron OTrs toti, to? t&t ctot fcfrTO cotc^h ^ Ts<- 
GPft T&7 CTOT fcfrOT ttto crfroi TOR OT 1 otot toot ftn 
OT> OT COT ffrfrOT TOl TOT OT, 3t3 TOT TO (TT TO? 

Sanitary Inspector sSt^l TCT7 f>}OT ftw OT41 OT Tl EtT! COTl fr TO I 

TOOT Wm <TT vaccine ^3 T’3T *rfa>^ ^ \ TOTT <R OTt^TO TTCT1 
C$tCTO, froPstT (Tit TO? T?OTsR3 WTOOTOT farfe TOTT faw TO$ 

T1 I TOTtOT c f Tf'rfT^ c£JT " ^OT’tCOT 4$ TfTOT TftT 5 ft CTOT TO? tOT^T 
C^'HST fctT! TSt'Q f%F?i I Tt^rtOT COT! TOT TO T 7'3 7 3tT TO TT 
TT COT TO TOT> (Tit fOT ^^"RC 6 ^ TtWf TOT OT Ttfi ^t ?pOT 
COTf^l 

Ttft TftOT T#t OTftTOfCT f%OTl OT #T1 #OT I.C.8. Officer 

fro 1 *! 5T?t3 f7OT ^fTOT OTOT IftOTfTt OTTtOTt OT TTTT T5TT1 Irft 

W7 Pttj yrrOT Ftft, $fcOT 3ftfOT srt cot all cOTot fr t ? OT; 

^<fOT, fb"fr^T 'll*' TfCOT Tt^tOT (TT TO? OTTf% hCOT (n^fe ^jf>OTOT TO^I 

CTtC^r ^tTOT-fCT OT1 COTOT fr T ? 

Mr. K. A. HAMILTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, speaking on this demand in 
1941, I suggested that decentralisation of the Public Health services in 
Bengal had been carried out to such an extent as to hinder progress and 
efficiency. I pointed out that the process of decentralisation had brought 
the Public Health services so completely under the control of the local bodies 
that Government had little or no power to control the Public Health 
organisation, and the Director of Public Health was little more than a 
paymaster whose function it was to distribute grants to local bodies. 

I also pointed out that in other provinces the Public Health staff had 
been provincialised, for example, in Madras by the Congress Government and 
also in the Punjab and in the United Provinces. I expressed the view that 
the time had come for Government to consider the establishment of 
provincial Public Health services under central control. 

My suggestions did not meet w’ith the approval of certain honourable 
members of the then Coalition Party connected with district boards and the 
Hon’ble Minister in reply, while not expressing any views on the merits of 
my suggestions, stated that he did not think they were in accordance with 
the views of the majority in the House. He did, however, draw the atten- 
tion of honourable members to the fact that the Public Health services had 
been provincialised in several provinces. 
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It was apparent, Sir, that honourable members connected with District 
Boards took my remarks as an affront to the District Boards. That, Sir, 
was not intended. I know, Sir, that many of the District Boards do good 
work, and I see no reason why they should not continue to play an import- 
ant part in any form of provincialised Public Health service which may be 
adopted. In fact, Sir, I think that the District Boards should form an 
integral part of any scheme of reorganisation of the Public Health services 
under central control. The point which I wish to stress, Sir, is that if our 
Public Health services are to progress, if they are even to reach modern 
standards of efficiency, then we must have uniform services under central 
control. We cannot expect progress, we cannot expect efficiency or uniform 
practice and procedure while our Public Health staff are under the control 
of numerous District Boards and Municipalities of varying efficiency and 
standards. Under such conditions anything like a general policy or plan 
of public health, anything in the nature of long term planning becomes very 
difficult, if not impossible. I would only refer in this connection to the anti- 
malaria measures which were supposed to have been undertaken by District 
Boards many years ago, but with regard to which little progress has been 
made. Moreover, Sir, the staff do not have the security of service which 
is essential for effective work and very often they become dependent on one 
or two members of the local bodies and their action or inaction is determined 
by the wishes of these members. They are furthermore deprived of the hope 
of promotion which in a provincial service would be an incentive to good 
work. 

One other defect which I noticed in 1941 and which has become parti- 
cularly obvious during the past year has been the inefficient system of 
collecting vital statistics. We know, Sir, that the primary agent for 
collecting these statistics is that “maid-of-all-works” the chowkidar. We 
know also that there are long delays by the Union Board offices in submit- 
ting what must be at best somewhat haphazard statistics. In our opinion 
a primary and obvious step to improve this system is to set up statutory 
registrars who will register all vital statistics and submit them without the 
present delays. 

I would appeal to honourable members to reconsider the question of 
provincialisation of the Public Health services dispassionately in the light 
of the crisis through which we are passing. Events during the past year 
have shown clearly that our Public Health services are unable to cope with 
anything in the nature of an emergency. That we have been able to weather 
that emergency at sjl has been due to military assistance. People in remote 
parts of this province have, as the Hon’ble the Finance Minister stated, for 
the first time known the meaning of real medical attention. Military 
medical help will not be with us always. It may not even be with us if 
emergency circumstances recur during the succeeding year. I welcome the 
decision to provincialise sadar and subdivisional hospitals, but this is 
obviously only a first step. This is not now a question which can wait 
until after * the War. It is imperative that there should now be central 
direction and control of our Public Health services, and I would like to 
know what Government have done to establish this. 

The emergency has also shown a grave shortage of doctors and nurses. 

has, I think, been admitted that the number of doctors who have come 
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forward for emergency medical relief work outside Calcutta has not been 
nearly sufficient to meet requirements. I would like to know, Sir, what 
steps are being taken by Government to increase the recruitment of doctors 
and I would like to know what steps are being taken to increase medical 
training facilities in this province which are obviously inadequate. The 
position with regard to nurses, Sir, ai every honourable member knows, is 
even worse. Outside of Calcutta civilian nurses are practically non-existent, 
and this province lacks anything in the nature of a Provincial Nursing 
Service. It appears to us, Sir, that Government have not given this problem 
any serious attention. I January, 1941, a Committee was appointed by the 
then Government to make recommendations with regard to improvement of 
the training conditions of nurses, but so far as I can ascertain that Com- 
mittee has not even had a sitting, far less submitted its report. The 
President of the Committee was Dr. B. C. Roy, the Secretary and Convenor 
was the Director of Public Health and the personnel included the Surgeon- 
General and various nursing and hospital representatives. I feel, Sir, that 
this is a problem which should be tackled immediately and I would like to 
know what Government intend to do. 

In conclusion, Sir, our view is that, while it may not be possible in 
present circumstances to carry through a drastic scheme of reorganisation of 
the Public Health services, such a scheme is necessary and should be 
prepared as soon as possible. To meet the present situation it is imperative 
that Government should establish central direction and control over the 
Public Health services, and we would like to know that this has been done. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, I would like to make some 
observations with regard to the system of distribution of quinine adopted by 
the Government in the rural areas. 1 am not aware of the sxstem introduced 
in all other districts but I come from the district of Palma where I see that 
three methods are in vogue there — 

(1) the charitable dispensary through which distribution of quinine is 

made ; 

(2) the military units through which also its distribution is made; and 

(3) selling agents selected from qualified or passed compounders 

through which quinine is distributed for value at controlled rate. 

As for t lie first, I mean charitable dispensary, those charitable dispen- 
saries are very few in the district of Palma and they are quite insufficient 
to meet the demands of the people there and they are quite insufficient for 
the purpose of distribution to the people of more than 17 lakhs over 1,800 
square miles. As to the second, only two military units were appointed in 
that district, one for each subdivision, and one can easily understand how 
far they have been able to meet the crying needs of the people there. As 
to the third, 1 mean the selling agents, these selling agents are selected 
from qualified medical practitioners or from passed compounders. But it 
is a misfortune to the district that many of the unions have not yet been 
able to get any qualified medical practitioners or passed compounders of 
their own as a result that those unions are going without suppl}* of quinine. 
From a talk with the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the department I come 
to understand that Government has relaxed the rules and even unqualified 
medical Practitioners will be entitled to be entrusted w’ith the charge of 
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selling quinine at controlled rates. There are few instances where relaxa- 
tion is to be found in the actual field and in most of those cases the 
unqualified medical officers were denied to be selected as selling agents. I 
will now give some specific instances. Two unions within Kazipur police- 
station of the Serajganj subdivision, namely, Supgacha and Sonamuklii, 
have no qualified doctors or passed compounders. They have not yet been 
able to get any selling agents. Some unqualified doctors applied to be 
selected as selling agents, but unfortunately their cases were rejected and 
in most cases like this the applications of these unfortunate medical officers 
were rejected. In view of the situation in the districts, I beg to submit to 
the Hon’ble Minister that all medical officers, whether qualified or 
unqualified, if they are found to be reliable and honest, should be appointed 
by Government as selling agents. I also beg to submit to the Hon’ble 
Minister that sanitary inspectors as well as leading members in the rural 
areas who are honest and reliable should he appointed for the purpose of 
free distribution of quinine. 

With these suggestions I resume my seat. 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR H08AINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

4 $ cut motion TR'-f I WTStYI fT'otCfa '3 

7 Mz4' < 7 T charge T?t 

<HC T 3 ’3 Tt'PJtfPf 

yfs yf % *t#tre *fcft to Trtrrf^i, 

TrrRrs yfsfcr *T3 -rs ft, opi y-m ytpr 

Tft 1% Tfrcs ? w*- 

f%\5tPPt -rtc^ ^t°cT1 7 R'T r tC*H r 35'f^^T siprs ePF ftfqq 

fro t I 

Mr. Speaker Sir, ?f %^’3 WPT 1 , 'ifofs ^TTfttfbT 

^rrw w -^rt yra, — iirsR wi ^rrtft -*rrm 

§spf ’3 T, frtn ^ vfqj 

^T5 ^Itf^T^ T 1 Sir, TTtft ^80 TTC^T Gf ^m?T ^‘T^tTT fToftvpT 
Tit fan? rtre 7tT5 fafts Represent- 
ation ^,f5 W 7r T '&*Pf *3 '^TTS Tf%*<PT 5RT, ?.T^ 

^rr RT^rii ^at crm =rt*tm i fhfrr c^Pr c*-r •nf, 

Sn Tft ?rtm ’,3 wTtTRtf'tRi tit fa ? ^ ^rfcrre 

c*i Fsfa ftrfa ^ frrsR i 3 tti 

3PF 1 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, sfrlTfa T$^TPT T 5HT5=T Eastern front. 

v 3 Eastern Frontier qfs n\ 

Ijttn of^nil TTPtP Eastern Frontierij^ rgfq- 

wwf nt^pTR w?rj otfr'sf c*ttur »ttfer wm 

-5r5 c r^ c § '3 crriS c^tf& frpn 

^Ff%^^C^T I Eastern Front, Chittagong Division 43 ^ ^ 
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to ^5 's 4Vs srfro^r sgf*rai 

fa ? *Tfft Eastern Front F$2[Pl faatt^ Ftt *PF ^ fao fasWl* 

2T ft) ^T5 ^5<CT< ^ts°^l *l5«l'CT*fr M3 ?F%5f| I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, SRTtYT fasten ^ft Wt'*ff*r F^^ffr faoTC^T 

sifvfTC faetf* ^rffcpft I F^^ffa faoW ^fr-^Tot^ ^rmus unrepresented ^ vffre 
4 * faW'rtre^ *tmt7t?<r ^Tt^T iWfr snJt-TOm tr ^tfrun^n ^rtfer 

:jft-TCfa ^jjpjfa irfr-^ToT? Ffrlfft faFWre represent mn ^ 

^i FiPdft fasten *rfk*w nmre c^rtFfto^ m Ffrgrc 

faot^fr irtff *tM3W ^T^fTF rf*F5 m feWfT^ F$2rfr fasW TOfa tp^P-R I 
srfifOT if’trra w? ^3fi oh *d? fais ^t s cn fiti, ^mtft, 

c^ffnc^t 's wrR fasted '4^° *pfw<r, Fttn, 5^ csrpt 

srfrM ftw ftsr ffoN ’3 cw^mr ^tfHt^i, Tt<-?faii cF§tt ^rtro ^f%- 
cfc^t ^*n TOfOT *rj> s«rtw Parses* i 4^ 

^ftes *prfrrecm cm ? Ftr^ faster* Rtrit«rtfr, fiFtoi ^ Ffrgrc csrh 
^ fa«pTt:?s ^rmsrs *rt?t-?r3^ Scares ^rs:^ cm ? $?i fa ’stm ^wtwrffoi 
in ^CTNrai ’ 3 tfwi ertfaca Fft? 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, <vfc*fa ftvfm Hftfrf^TF Eastern Frontier 

CTftWft, ftRji <3 f ftgf* cmfa fc sretfap tf wtu ^ cm to i 

^rrfVmR^ c^cmtr^ owwffi, firpi, F^ym cwm ^rfartfro ^f, 
mtc^, m^nn , ^rro *ifei crc ^ftrscs? i <?N y»wi- 

c^iT ; 5r 5 f3 FTfirocm -n i cftcS^ 'TcfprpFr^ ^^ncm i cnw^ft-Tt c^n- 

<av§ f-p/ tR^ '<pf ift ft: W3?fftr, *ipwmwj c^rnif^c^r c?ipr, nt%^ c frrft 

CI BVt i tt t ft: Cv ft canvass <l#£ frf^Fi | F^^fFT, C^Wfl’ 

iron nrt^ inftr^^fm, ft: n^srftr, wtercsr 

3ffetcm i cn^mlta, cHm, ^ ^ cswwm? 

cf^i c^rftn.^r ^ c^r^r rtw i *5f$ ^tcer tour ^nrfe^f i 

Sir, vf^fjTT C’TC 1 ^ M3 erffe ^rf$RM3^t ^^'3 treasury benches 

^ftnai ^ i CT*f ^Tftir ^nrr?< i t ^nft (Rpn^, fti^pi 

M3 F&^fTar CW^PT irfi^Tfa ^ftTFft I 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, there is very little time to reply to the rhetoric, I mean 
the brilliant speech of Mr. Golam Samar who is known to us all. He has 
directed my attention to the responsibility that I bear towards the people 
of Chittagong as I come from Chittagong. I may remind Mr. Golam Sarwar 
that Noakhali or for the matter of that the whole of the province has got 
most of the benefits either in emergency hospitals or in relief kitchens or 
in efficient doctors or in supply of quinine. The ipse dirits of Mr. Golam 
Sarwar that the two districts, viz., Noakhali and Chittagong have not got 
these are absolutely contrary to facts. 

Mr. SHAH 8YED GOLAM SARWAR H08AINI: On a point of order, 
Sir. ^tft ftratni mrre ft? RftNtft stejra 4 *i$re ^5 — 

Mr* SPEAKER: That is no point of order. Please sit down. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. Golam Sarwar is at liberty to think any way he likes. But I may 
assure him that there are no less competent persons in the Ministry to look 
after the interests of the Chittagong Division, Watch what the Ministers 
are doing! Watch what the Party members are doing! They are not 
fools. Mr. Golam Sarwar himself was a member of our Party in Mr. Faslul 
Huq’s time and he knows how he often used to tease t lie Ministers of those 
days. He has not ceased to do so even now. There are members from the 
Chittagong Division in this House; there are also members from the 
Noakhali district. There is a Parliamentary Secretary from the Noakhali 
district. It seems that Mr. Golam Sarwar will not rest content until their 
services are done away with. I myself have got my own sense of duty. I 
owe a duty to my conscience as well. I am not a Minister of a particular 
Division; I am a Minister of the whole province. As soon as a person is 
chosen to be a Minister, he has got to see to the interests of the province 
as a whole. He knows how' a Minister is chosen. A Minister is chosen for 
his reputation in the province and not for his reputation in his district or' 
Division. The question is this. Whether I have served the province and 
the Chittagong Division well or not, the records will show. The Noakhali 
mortality figures, when they are known, will be found to be less. The 
mortality on account of cholera epidemic is almost nil there. The other day 
we had a conference of District MagAt rates and Commissioners when we 
considered this and other questions. Provision has been made in the district 
%f Noakhali specially in this respect and also in the matter of relief. So 
far as epidemics are concerned, emergency hospitals in Chittagong and 
Noakhali are more than in other places except in Faridpur. Mr. Golam 
Sarwar should know, after my assumption of office, that I went to Chitta- 
gong and Noakhali. I saw both the areas. 1 went to Chittagong frontier 
and also to Cox’s Bazar bordering Burma. I have received complaints also 
from Comilla and I have looked into them. I have always looked after the 
interests of the Chittagong Division. I hope that time is not far when 
Mr. Golam Sarwar will be sitting as a member of our Party on tbis side of 
the House. 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: On a point of 
information. Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister is speaking. You can only 
rise on a point of order. Please sit down. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMADS 

The cut motions that have been moved are about the failure of Government 
to adequately cope with cholera, smallpox, malaria and other epidemic 
diseases; about inadequate distribution of quinine; about water supply in 
Tural areas; about inefficiency of health staff; about adulteration of food- 
stuffs; about prevalence of beri-heri in the district of Birbhum ; about 
failure of Government in starting maternity homes and child welfare centres, 
etc. 

In this connection Mr. Hamilton has referred to some questions which 
are also allied to subjects that have been traversed by other members. 
Mr. Hamilton has asked Government what they have done about the 
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provincialisation of .health services. This matter has been under the consi- 
deration of Government, since famine relief operations came in and our 
emergency public health measures came to be adopted for combating 
epidemics. 

I admit that there has been some deficiency or rather incompetency in 
the matter of collection of vital statistics. I may say that it is not the 
fault of the Health Department. It is on account of the fact that formerly, 
and even now, the chaukidar is the only person in the village who sends 
reports of deaths to the Union Board Presidents. He keeps a register of 
births and deaths. As we are finding difficulty, we have made a change in 
the system. We have now made Sanitary Inspectors as Registrars of 
Births and Deaths. Formerly there used to he delay in supplying informa- 
tion by Presidents of Union Boards to Circle Officers and Subdi visional 
Officers and now no delay can ensue as we have appointed Sanitary Inspectors 
as Registrars. 

With regard to provincialisation of health services, it is true that it is 
necessary at present to effectively deal with the problem of rural sanitation, 
distribution of quinine, cholera and typhoid vaccines. It is essential that 
the District Board health staff should be under the control of the Director 
of Public Health. So far, we have not received any complaints that the 
District Board health staff failed to be amenable to the orders of Govern- 
ment. For this purpose, we wanted ^o know the views of the District Board 
Chairmen. They are willing to co-operate with Government for the preven- 
tion of epidemics. We have issued circulars in that Ixdialf and we have 
also asked the Director of Public Health to keep a watch if any District 
Board fails to co-operate as required by the Civil Surgeon or by the 
Additional Director of Public Health. If there is any delinquency on the 
part of any District Board in the matter of co-operation with Government 
we shall take steps to provincialise the health services. 

W r ith regard to the recruitment of Doctors referred to by Mr. Hamilton, 
we are trying to improve the standard of medical education and we are also 
considering how our medical schools could be increased and improved. W T e 
are trying to recruit Doctors from outside and also from other foreign 
countries. We have approached the Government of India to release I.M.S. 
officers now employed on military duty. 

With regard to the training of nurses, an additional centre has been 
opened at Comilla for the training of more nurses. Mr. Hamilton has made 
a statement in the House that there is a dearth of nurses in Bengal. It is 
well known, Sir, that Indian women are very slow to take to the nursing 
profession, especially women of my own community; and that is the reason 
why we have always experienced the difficulty of getting an adequate 
number of nurses for our hospitals. In our society we cannot yet expect 
that daughters of middle class hhadralog families will come forward to be 
trained as nurses in spite of all the facilities given to them. 

Now, Sir, I shall deal with the adulteration of food and also with 
malnutrition,-— a point which has been raised by Dr. Sanyal. He has 
suggested that scientific food should be produced in Bengal in our chemical 
laboratories to supplement vitamin and other deficiencies in our ordinary 
diet. I think, Sir, it will be very difficult to trv to produce synthetic food 

.* ^lnmnnrintr for actual food of which there is 
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great shortage at the present time. As regards adulteration of food we have 
got the Food Adulteration Act and also the Pure Food Bill which will be 
before the Legislative anvil very shortly. 

As regards the question of water-supply, on which much comment has 
been made, I may inform the House that Rs. 17,00,000 has been provided 
in the budget for rural water-supply. Sir, we have already sunk a large 
number of tube-wells and we are going to sink a large number as well next 
year. 

As regards Maternity Homes in Bengal, we have got 33 or 35 Centres, 
and this question is engaging the attention of Government with a view to 
its improvement and expansion. , 

As regards the question of distribution of quinine we have made arrange- 
ments for its distribution not only to registered doctors but also to others. 
Formerly it was distribution to registered practitioners only but now it is 
available not only to unqualified doctors hut also to laymen who are reliable 
and who are selected by the District Magistrate, Subdivisions! Officer, or 
even by the Circle Officer. 

Sir, a complaint has been made about the dearth of vaccination for the 
prevention of cholera and smallpox. But, Sir, 1 can tell the House that no 
complaint has been received by us. Now every district lias got plenty of 
vaccine. The local production was 54 lakhs of vaccine in 1943-44. The 
quantity of anti-cholera vaccine obtained from outside was 70 lakhs, and 
the amount sanctioned was Rs. 8,75,000. The normal local production was 
20 lakhs and vaccine issued up to 20th February, 1944, was (15,73,875. And 
the inoculation performed from 1st November, 1943, to the end of February, 
1944, was 33 lakhs. As regards smallpox vaccine, the local production for 
1943-44 was 38 lakh grains; the quantity obtained from outside was 20 
lakhs. The amount sanctioned therefor was Rs. 3,12,500. The normal 
local production completed up to date was 30 lakhs and hmpli issued up to 
date is 71,22,522 grains. The vaccination performed from 1st November, 
1943, to 29th January, 1944, was 57| lakhs. 

It is now well known, Sir, that all the measures have been adopted to 
combat cholera and smallpox. I have to admit that we have had a dearth 
of doctors but we have got thousands of sanitary inspectors to 
do this w r ork. Sir, the Public Health Department has been reorganised 
and we have put one I.M.S. officer as Director of Public Health. We have 
also got a Nutrition Officer and as a post-war scheme we are contemplating 
to deal with nutrition problems and preparation of synthetic food. We are 
also thinking of how* to extend medical relief. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House and I hope the movers of cut motions will please see their way to 
withdraw* them. 


38 — Medical. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Before I put the main demand and the cut motions 
under Publics Health to vote, I think I should tell the House that cut motion 
No. 10 under Medical moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta was through 
oversight not put to the House. I propose to put that motion first. 
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The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 60,12,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

3&— Public Health. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — Public* Health” be reduced by Rs. 1UU, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Maqbul Hosain that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39— Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 

Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 

reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji, that the demand of 

Bs. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 

reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 

Rs. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 

Bs. 60,10,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 

reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Ashutosh Lahiri that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Patiram Roy that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 for 
expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Bs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Rs. 60,10,000 
for expenditure under tho head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad that 
a sum of Rs. 60,10,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “39 — 
Public Health” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. , 

The House was then adjourned at 1-22 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, the 
27th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
27th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausiier Ah) in the Chair, 10 
Hon’ble Ministers and 197 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Proposed supply of certain essential commodities to Members of Legislative 

Assembly. 

•194. Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: {a) Will I he ITon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment intend to supply the following commodities to all M.L.As. at controlled 
rate according to their needs, viz., kerosene oil, mustard oil, sugar, salt, 
atta, flour, soda, dal , etc.? 

(It) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of giving direc- 
tion to Supph Officers to supply things mentioned in (a) to their local 
M.L.As. ? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
8uhrawardy): (n) No. 

(It) Does not arise. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the llon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reason of this negative answer? 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: Gove rnment cannot differentiate 

between the M.L.As. and others. 

Non-availability of certain food articles from the market in Pabna district 
after control. 

•195. Maulvi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLA: (a) Is the Dou ble Minister 

in charge of the Civil Supplies Department aware that — 

(?) for about a month price of milk, fish, onion and some local vegetables 
has been controlled by an order of the District Magistrate of 
Pabna; and 

( ii ) the above articles are not available in markets generally all over the 
district and specially at the town ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps Government propose to take in the matterP 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): (a) (?) Yes. 

(ii) There was a period when supplies were very scarce in the bazars of 
Pabna and Sirajganj though they were being sold surreptitiously. As a 
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result of the general improvement in the position, it is no longer true that 
the articles in question are not available. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this improvement took place and at what time? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: It is about a fortnight ago. 

Babll MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government had any control over the supply of those 
materials at that time at Ihibna? 

Mr.. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: No. This order has been issued only 
about a month ago. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why, if Government had no control over the supply of those mate- 
rials, they had issued such an order? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Because there was an excessive 
demand and prices of those articles were very high. Therefore Government 
thought it necessary to control the price. 

Scarcity of salt in Bengal. 

•196. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Commerce, Labour and Industries Department aware of the present scarcity 
of salt in Bengal, specially in the district of Chittagong? 

(u) Is it a fact H*at — 

(i) salt is available only in the black market at a price between 8 to 12 
annas net seer; 

\t:) one Babu Himangshu Bimal Mazumdar, B.L., was appointed sole 
salt agent in the district of Chittagong; 

( in) he is appointing sub-agent and dealers by collecting Us. 2 from each 
candidate on account of application i'oim and Us. 337-8 as 
earnest money; and 

( / c ) the said agent is purchasing country salt at less than cost price 
from the producers? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(/) abolishing the agency system; 

(u) fixing up minimum pi ice for the producers and maximum price for the 
consumers; and 

(Hi) allowing unrestricted manufacture of salt at least during the period 
of war .emergency ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Bhahabuddin) : (a) Yes. 

( l ) ( i ) I have no information. 

(it) Mr. Himangshu Bimal Mazumdar haB been appointed as contractor 
for collection of salt from cottage workers at the four salt warehouses! 
established within the scheduled area in the district of Chittagong. 

(*\t) I have no information. 
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(tV) Mr. Mazumdar has been authorised to buy salt at a minimum price 
of Its.2 per maund. He can, therefore, pay any higher price consistently with 
his ability to sell ^alt in the market after paying the Central Excise duty at 
Re. 1-9 and Bengal Government dues at annas three per maund. No com- 
plaint has reached me that the contractor is purchasing salt at less than 
Rs.2 per maund. 

(c) (i) Does not arise. 

(?') A minimum price of Rs.2 per maund for producers has already been 
fixed. The fixation of a maximum price for the consumers is not at present 
under contemplation. 

\ni i This is not permissible under the provisions of the Bengal Salt 
(Village Manufacture, Storage and Transport) Rules, 1943, promulgated by 
the Central Government but this has engaged my attention. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the allegation made in 

the question does the llon’ble Minister think it desirable 

Mr. SPEAKER: T1 iere is no allegation. Don’t say that please. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. In view of the 
information furnished in the question does the llon’ble Minister think it 
desirable that there should be some enquiry made in the matter? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Where is the statement of fact? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In the question it is stated: “Is it 
a fact that the said agent is purchasing salt at less than cost price?” 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a statement. You simply ask whether 
Government are prepared to hold an enquiry. Don t say allegation or 
informal ion please. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. Does the Hon’ble 
Minister think it desirable to make an enquin into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 will refer the honourable 
member to my answer beginning from “No complaint Inis reached 

me that the contractor is purchasing salt at less than IN. 2 per maund”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the abnormal rise in the 
price of salt prevailing id different districts, does not the Government 
consider the desirability of fixing the maximum price for the consumers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have already explained 
that at the present moment on account of various difficulties the question of 
the fixation of the maximum price has not been considered. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: With reference to answer (c)(iii) ha* the 
Government of Bengal moved the Central Government for unrestricted 
manufacture of salt in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, I explained in 

answering another question on a previous occasion on this subject that at 
the present moment the position is that the Government of India have given 
permission for the manufacture of salt on a commercial basis provided 
Arrangements are made to take salt to the warehouses wheve the excise duty 
can be collected. 
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8). NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when Babu Himangshu Bimal Mazumdar was appointed as 
a contractor? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABU0DIN: It is difficult for me to 
give the exact dale, but I think it is within six months. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the terms of the contract entered into with this Babu 
Himangshu Bimal Mazumdar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : As far as I remember I 
can say without going into details that terms are that he will have to pay 
its. 2 as the minimum price for salt to the actual producer. It will be 
collected in the warehouses and before it is sold out Government of India 
excise duty and the Government of Bengal due of three annas will be 
deducted, and then he can sell it out. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the ITon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what progress has been possible by now for him to establish the 
salt godowns as has l>een stated by bin) in answer to a question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN *. As I said on another 
occasion, I am speaking from memory again, I think five warehouses have 
been established in the district of Midnapore, two in 24-Parganas and four 
in Chittagong and, as 1 said, collections in t lie Midnapore and the 24- 
Parganas districts were not very satisfactory but my report now is that the 
collection in the Chittagong warehouses which have started work recently 
is very satisfactory. 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether there is scarcity of salt in the districts of Noith Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : I would refer the honour- 
able member to my answer (r/). 

Mr, A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
is to be assumed from his answer (r)(ti) that the retail prices of salt will 
be allowed to soar to any height ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : Certainly not. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the contractor has been authorised to collect salt 
from every part of the district of Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I suppose so. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the IWble Minister be pleased 
to s'tate whether the price of Its. 2 per maund is not too low for persons who 
prepare salt? 

The \ Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: May I draw the honour- 
able merrVber’s attention to the fact that Its. 2 is the minimum price. 

S|. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to stWte what is the price at which Government will buy salt from 
this contractor^? 

The Hon’blt\Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: There is no arrangement 
that Government w ill buy any salt from the contractor. 
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Deputy Labour Commissioner. 

*197. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to 
state the names of officers who held the post of Deputy Labour Commissioner 
since it was created? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : The names are : ( 1 ) Khan 

Bahadur S. A. E. B. Murshedi, (1?) Maulvi Abu Talib and (3) Maulvi 
K. M. Azad. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the method by which this officer is recruited? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : As far as Khan Bahadur 
S. A. E. B. Murshedi is concerned when he was first appointed, I under- 
stand from the file, lie was appointed by selection, and his appointment was 
not made through the Public Service Commission. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no non-Muslim has been appointed to this post? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: There is no question of 
any non-Muslim being excluded. Khan Bahadur Murshedi was first 
appointed as Depute ( VmunisMoner and the other two were Assistant 
Commissioners. When Khan Bahadur Murshedi went to another place, 
the senior Assistant Commissioner, Maulvi Abu Talib was appointed to 
officiate as Deputy Labour Commissioner. Alter Maulvi Aim Talib had 
taken up another appointment Maulvi K. M. Azad, the second man in the 
chain has been appointed to officiate as Deputy Commissioner of Labour. 

, Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state who is the next man in tank to Maulvi K. M. Azad who is now acting 
as Deputy Laliour Commissioner? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Prayer for opening control shops at every village of Chandibarpur Union. 

94. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Civil Supplies Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that — 
(t) there is famine in the Chandibarpur Cnion, police-station Narail, 
district Jessore ; 

(it) aus crop, the main crop of the year, have failed in the said Union; 

(Hi) the villagers of the said Union sent a memorial to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal through the District Magistrate of Jessore 
and Subdivisions] Officer, Narail, on 12th September, 1943, pray- 
ing for relief and opening control shops at every village in the 
, said Union; and 

(tv) the help and relief given by Government have been distributed 
amongst the party men of the President of the Chandibarpur 
Union Board? * 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
ibe pleased to state whether Government intend to take any steps in the 
matter ? 

( c ) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) ( i) (it ) and (iv) No. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the fate of this application referred to in (a) (Hi)? 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: I want notice. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS, 

40 — Agriculture. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg’ to move 
that a sum of Rs. 1,29,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture”. 

I reserve my observations till after the cut motions are moved. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, may I move the motion standing’ in the 
name of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

] move this motion to raise a discussion about the necessity for free 
distribution of manure, seeds among the cultivators and cattle among those 
cultivators who have sold their cattle in the time of distress. 
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fra *tH ^ fasted srfrr 

cfe*i v C^f C<tt3l '3 ftc^ TRT1 CvfC^ 

*nfr wrrr srf i T sfw (?\ *t?R Sror ^rft raR* ^*r%*R 5tfrfa'4re. rctor 
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*tf%3 vftfrc* 4¥4l f% 'dS't'CT'fc ifftR ? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,01,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture 4 ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about Government’s betrayal of 
the interests of the province and its agriculturists — 

(1) by giving an undertaking to the Government of India to have jute 

produced in the next season in full eight annas of the total jute 

acreage, 

(2) by agreeing to the raw jute prices as fixed by the Government of 

India, and 

(3) by not ensuring a fair and economical price of raw jute to its 

growers. 

T beg also to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a 
discussion about the absence ol a well-conceived plan for the “Grow More 
Food” campaign and wastage ot public money. 

Sir, the one important mcasuie that the country has got to adopt to 
tackle the food crisis which has o\ertaken it is to grow' more food within 
its borders [t cannot possibly depend on supply from outside for all time 
to come, and in order to glow more food tbe Government have to carry on a 
well-phi mod “Glow Moie Food” campaign. But to our misfortune, the 
onU kind of “Giow' More Food” campaign that this Government have 
canned on so far has been limited to pasting a few placards in the city walls 
and publishing ti few' notices in gentlemen's newspapers. J wonder if tbe 
Government intended that more food should be grown on the streets of 
Calcutta, Dacca and other district towns. The result achieved by this 
“Grow More Food” campaign is practically nil. On tbe Government’s own 
admission, as disclosed by tbe Hon’ble Agriculture Minister’s reply to a 
question the other day, only 8 lakh acres out of about 38 lakh acres of 
cultivable waste land in this province have been brought under the plough. 
It is a very small and p<x>r achievement of which this Government or any 
othei Government ought to be ashamed. And to add to the shame of the 
Government, they have agreed, as I have pointed out in my motion, to the 
Government of India’s proposal to have jute produced in the next season in 
full eight annas of the total jute acreage. In other words they have not 
only failed to extend cultivation by bringing more and more cultivable waste 
lands under the plough, but they have also allowed more and more lands 
on which food crops might he produced to go under jute cultivation. 

Let me now oome to intensive cultivation. I have shown that Govern- 
ment have failed to extend cultivation. One might think that Govern- 
ment would do its best to produce two bushels where formerly one bushel 
.was produced on tbe same plot of land. In order to grow more food on tbe 
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game plot of laud several measures have got to be adopted. First, irriga- 
tional facilities should be increased but, at a glance at the Government 
record we find that Government have practically done nothing during the 
year in this direction 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: On a point of order, Sir. I may draw your atten- 
tion to rule Has not the question of jute acreage and maximum price 
for jute been already discussed in this session by motions already moved by 
Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If this is a matter on which once a decision has been 
taken, then it cannot be discussed in the same session. But has there been 
any decision on this point? I think, not. Therefore it is in order. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Now, Sir, I have said that Government 
have really introduced no irrigat ional facilities for improving agriculture. 
The Government have also introduced no manure facilities. No attempt has 
been made to preserve cowdung as lias been done in similar circumstances in 
all oilier count lies for making and supplying compost s. This might be done 
by supplying the people with some alternative fuel. 

Coining to seed supply, Government have admitted that they have 
supplied very little seed to the agriculturists and the little that has beeu 
supplied was supplied after the sowing season was over and most of the 
seeds supplied did not germinate. This surely cannot he called an 
achievement. 

Next comes the question of preservation of cattle. Except that Govern- 
ment have assured us that the\ would insist on observation of one meatless 
dav in week, i he \ ha\e done nothing to prevent decimation ot cattle that 
has been taking place lor military purposes. 

Lastly, nothing has been done to stop the decimation of agricultural 
population. .No Mops have been taken to lestore health, energy and vitality 
(d i he I iimne-sti okeii and disease-stricken agi icult mists b\ supplying 
neeesMU > food and medicine to them in times nl dire di>(iess. In one word, 
Sir, Government have done nothing to help grow more lood in the province 
to meet the food ensis that has overtaken us today. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Hs. 1,211, r >1 .(MX) for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” 
be reduced by Hs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the speakers who have preceded me have touched 
some of the points which 1 intended to discuss by this cut motion of mine 
which is to discuss the failure to supply seeds in time and in necessary 
quantities and of the proper quality. 

Sir, on account of the acute distress which prevails throughout the 
province it is a very well-known fact that the cultivators and farmers had 
to consume the paddy which was meant to be utilised for seed. Therefore, 
the question of supply of seed has become a more difficult and a more 
stupendous task which has got to be tackled by Government. What is 
happening is that even when some supply of seeds is arranged that is done 
jK>t in time. Therefore, I would impress upon the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department to see that arrangements are made to make seeds 
Available to .those wh<o need them in proper time, because seeds supplied 
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after the cultivation season is over only meads expense to Government and 
no advantage to the cultivators and farmers. 

In the next place, as I have already mentioned, a larger quantity of seed 
is necessary than was required before this acute situation arose. How is 
Government going to arrange for this extra supply? So far as I know 
Government depends upon purchase from other places, but may I point out 
to the Government that the agricultural farms under the Government ought 
mainly to engage themselves in raising crops which will supply seeds. 

Sir, I should also suggest that many more demonstration plots in 
different areas ought to be utilised for the purpose of raising crops for the 
purpose of demonstration as also for the supply of seeds. There is a 
distinct advantage in getting seeds grown on the agricultural farms or 
demonstration plots because those seeds are advantageous to the cultivators 
as they are acclimatized. When you get seeds from a different province 
where soil conditions differ, those seeds do not germinate in the way good 
quality seeds obtained in the locality are expected to do. 

Sir, we also know that seeds of proper quality should he supplied. Our 
attempts either in order to make “Grow More Food” campaign succeed or 
in order to provide the barest necessities require lhat we should he able to 
supply seeds of a better quality which will give better yield and for this 
purpose 1 think the Agriculture Department should devote its utmost 
energy to see through this very important matter which is at the root of 
the success of the “Grow More Food” campaign of providing for the neces- 
saries of life. 

Sir, I strongly commend that the Minister of Agriculture will look to 
these points and do the needful. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
% Rs. 1,29.5,1,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 
the failure of the Government in “Grow More Food” campaign. 
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Mr. ASHUT08H LAHIRI : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ra. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Ra. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about 
wasting public money by creation of p new department under the Agricul- 
tural Development Commissioner. 

Sir, a high judicial officer is reported to have stated that the “Grow 
More Food” campaign of the Bengal Government is in reality a “Grow 
More Officers” campaign. Sir, if any instance is needed in justification of 
this assertion, we will find one in the policy adopted by the Agricultural 
Department. Sir, an entirely new department has been created which has 
been called Agricultural Development Department and which has been 
placed under a newly created post called Agricultural Development Commis- 
sioney. In every district an Agricultural Development Officer has been 
appointed. Naturally, these officers will be assisted by an army of assist- 
ants and clerks and thus a parallel organisation is being set up throughout 
the province. The object of this new move is to help the “Grow More Food” 
campaign, by bringing more fallow lands under cultivation and by executing 
small irrigation projects calculated to help more production of food crops. 

Sir, 1 happened to meet, in course of my travel in North Bengal, one 
such officer who was going to join his new duties and my talks with him 
left me in no doubt that the whole scheme has been conceived in haste and 
in a superficial manner and lacked a realistic approach to the problem, in 
consequence of which the money sanctioned for the purpose is more likely 
to be v wasted than to yield any tangible result in immediate future. 

Sir, these new officials will naturally take a considerable time in study- 
ing the geography of the district and in acquiring a proper grasp of th# 
actual worlv to be done. The District Agricultural Officers, who’ have spent 
long years in the district and have got detailed experience of the conditions 
prevailing in various parts of the district are m a better position to hike 
up this work and to produce quick results hut they have been left out of 
the scheme. The new Agricultural Development Officers, Sir, will have no 
possibility of utilising the experience of these Agricultural Officers, and I 
feel, Sir, that this duplication of work will delay rather than accelerate the 
execution of t he schemes with which they have been specifically entrusted. 

Sir, next to the District Agricultural Officer there is the Circle Officer, 
the Jute Regulation Officer, and the District Board Engineer and the Dis- 
trict Health Officer whose knowledge and experience of the rural areas in a 
district can he of invaluable help to the new Development Officers, but no 
machinery has as yet been devised to ensure the active co-operation of these 
officials with this new department. This will inevitably lead to delay and 
frustration. 

Sir, these District Development Officers are expected to bring more 
fallow lands under cultivation, but how are they to do it ? The execution 
of merely a few small irrigation projects in a district cannot be expected to 
yield any substantial results. Sir, it shows the Government itself has got 
a very hazy notion about the obstacles that stand in the way. Sir, I know* 
that in the Sadar subdivision of the Pabna district, in the Natore subdivision 
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of the Rajshahi district and in the Ranaghat subdivision of the Nadia dis- 
trict extensive tracts of lands several miles at a stretch are lying uncultivated 
mainly for two reasons. The scourge of malaria has depopulated these 
areas and cultivators are difficult to gel. Secondly, these are high landa 
and no water is available. Sir, unless these two factors are effectively dealt 
with, there can be no improvement in the situation. Sir, in North and 
Eastern Bengal there are no irrigation canals whatsoever and unless large 
scale irrigation works are undertaken it is futile to think of bringing fresh 
lands under cultivation. 

Sir, I don’t understand how is the creation of this new department going 
to solve these two problems on the solution ot which alone the efficacy of 
the “Grow More Food” campaign depends. 1 feel, Sir, it is not within the 
powers of the District Development Officers to help solution of these prob- 
lems. These are essentially matters for Public Health Department and 
Irrigation Department to tackle. Sir, it shows that the Government is not 
really in earnest about the “Grow More Food” campaign. It is merely 
tinkering with the problem. 

Sir, the Ilon’ble Minister for Agriculture a few days ago said that about 
eight lakhs acres of fallow lands have been brought under cultivation out 
of a total estimated fallow land of *17 lakhs and L’b thousand acres, as a 
result of Government efforts. Sir, 1 must say that these statistics cannot be 
relied upon and 1 would ask the Hon’ble Minister to place before the House 
detailed figures, district by district, so that we can verify how far these 
figures are correct. From my personal knowledge of the three districts I 
have referred to before, I can say that no fallow lands whatsoever have 
been brought under cultivation. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat. ) 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1 ,20,ol ,000 for expenditure under (lie head “40 Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I mo\e this to laise a discussion about the mischief 
done to the agriculturists by fixing maximum and minimum prices of jute. 
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Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand of Its. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” he reduced by Its. 100. 1 move this to raise a discussion 

about the policy of “Grow More Food” campaign. , 

Sir, the “Grow More Food” campaign is certainly a very laudable idea 
and it has been launched to minimise the deficiency of food in the province 
by bringing more waste and fallow lands under- cultivation and increasing 
the outturn of produce from lands already under cultivation. In order to 
bring more waste land under cultivation, extensive irrigation works, 
resuscitation of dead and dying rivers, flushing, drainage and colonisation of 
labour in depopulated and sparsely populated areas are necessary. Let us 
now see, Sir, what Government has done or is going to do in this respect. 
I have carefully gone through the pages of the budget and I have found 
that no provision has been made for bringing waste land under cultivation. 
The Hon’ble Minister has only created a new department of agriculture, 
namely, the Development Commissioner’s Department ami appointed a large 
number of officers. I do not know how this multiplication of officers in 
this new branch w r ill bring waste and fallow lands under cultivation. Is it 
the policy of Government, that the Development Commissioner will bring 
all those lands under cultivation without any real thing being done? This is 
simply an appendage to the Agriculture Department. There is no dearth 
of officers, highly qualified with expert knowledge. Those officers oould 
have been entrusted with the task by the Hon’ble Minister to bring the 
waste lands under cultivation. This new extension of the Agriculture 
Department will serve no useful purpose but it will simply be a drain on 
public money. 

I Let us take the other side regarding greater outturn from the land 
already under cultivation. Mere distribution of seeds and manure cannot 
lead to greater output or outturn. In the rural area one section of labour 
has gone to war service, another section of labour has paid a beovj toll 
during the last famine and the 3rd section is groaning under the attack of 
malaria and moving on with enlarged spleen and liver. Plough cattle has 
been sold away during the period of acuta famine due to pinch of starvation. 
In East Bengal oat tie epidemic has caused great havoc. There is no provi- 
sion in the budget for replenishing labour and plough cattle. The question 
of plough cattle and labour should come first and then -comes the question 
of seeds and manure. Its. 6 lakhs has been provided for manure and I 
submit. Sir, that this would be simply wasted for procuring oowduni? and 
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in fact the money will be totally misappropriated. Similarly the allotment 
lor seeds will be misspent and misappropriated. 

(At this stage the honourable member having reached the time-limit 
resumed his seat.) 

Maharaja 8RISHCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, I beg to 
move that "the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about absence of long-term 
planning for agricultural improvement. 

Throughout the diverse items accounting for the estimates under the 
head “40 — Agriculture”, I have searched in vain for any comprehensive 
planning of agricultural improvement, devised with the urgency and serious- 
ness of a war-time measure. In Bengal we are presented today with the 
colossal problems of food, famine and agricultural backwardness, and if, 
even after the terrible lessons of the last year, we are now treated with the 
usual routine and leisurely provisions, the position is hardly likely to inspire 
any confidence. As we know, last year the bounty of nature came to our 
rescue and helped us in Bengal to tide over anyhow. Obviously it will be 
the height of impendence to depend on Province to come to our rescue, 
every time a food crisis threatens us. 

Sir, will the Government realise that the solution to the problem does 
not lie in merely having a rigid system of controlled distribution of food- 
stuffs throughout Bengal. Nor does it lie in approaching the rest of India 
with a begging bowl. We shall have to realise that Bengal can he self- 
sufficient and even a surplus province once again, if of course we frame our 
programme of agricultural improvement along the right tracks and with the 
necessary determination and firmness. 

Sir, almost all the members of the United Nations have taken up a 
“Victory harm Production” campaign as an essential item in the movement 
for victory. Their programmes include not merely short-term measures, 
but also long-term planning and what is more important the short-term 
measures are so framed as to he ancillary to the main lines in which long- 
term plans have been framed. The roult is a great fillip to the war-time 
production of food and a systematic development of “Dynamic Agriculture” 
— an agriculture which utilises to the full all the aids that science can place 
at their disposal. Even the sister provinces of India notably the Punjab, 
Sind and the United Provinces are marching ahead with their schemes of 
agricultural improvement, and as we know, they are feefling us in Bengal 
today. 

Sir, how are we moving in Bengal? The other day 1 put a very simple 
question to the Hon’bje Minister in charge of Agriculture. I wanted him 
to supply the figures relating to the total arm of hinds classified as “fallow” 
and “culturable wastes other than fallow”, and the areas of such hinds 
brought under effective cultivation under the “Grow More Drive”. As 
regards the former he submitted some figures which on his own admission 
are mere guess-works; as regards the areas brought under effective culti- 
vation the reply is really interesting, which states that “The information 
is not readily available and cannot be collected except by making an enquiry 
which will involve an expenditure of time, money and labour which will 
not be commensurate with the benefit likely to be achieved”. 
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Sir, thus we get a sample of how the Government takes up its responsi- 
bility in this matter of the “Grow More Food” campaign. The Govern* 
nienfc spends money on the “Grow More Food” campaign, because they have 
been asked to do so by the India Government, or probably because it is the 
latest fashion. A war is on and you must spend ! The Government do not 
feel any need to watch the results of the spending, whether the results 
achieved are commensurate with the amount of money spent. Is it not 
really deplorable that even at this fifth year of the war, we in Bengal do not 
have any dependable agricultural statistics, which constitute the only 
measure of framing plans and enforcing responsibility ? 

Sir, we know that it is futile to look for any long range plans for agri- 
cultural betterment to take shape immediately. But we can at least have 
the beginnings or interim short-term measures which can be intelligently 
linked up later on in the lines of the main policy. There are for examples, 
the broad aspects of irrigation, rural credit, and scientific agriculture, and 
the collection of agricultural statistics and data. The need is there to have 
a central plan of co-ordination and oontrol and a periodic programme of 
increased farm production. We are as yet in the dark about, having any 
such agricultural planning in Bengal. Yet there is hardly any other way 
of solving our problems of food and famine; unless the activities of the 
Government have been paralysed by the storms and stresses of the present 
abnormal situation, I think that our Government must have a long-term 
plan covering the important items of agricultural production. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Its. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Its. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about huge forest area lying in 
Chittagong district which is no longer required for forest purpose not being 
reclaimed for growing food crops in spite of the application made by the 
cultivators of the locality. 

a ntfh r tot* to* move i 

TOtt?r* trr’I* *M*-*iT <$t** os#t* '^Tyfw 

iMHtH «pf*U5fS> I >>3** Of f%f^T C^Ft 7 ^ 

froto *ft ore i toc*i* toi* 

3ffyj^5 ftrfrojfir* c** to* i cwto *t$t* 

3.6^*^, of^r* 'mu $1^14 <sto* ^*1* hi«i wfa ^rlV^tc^ i , ®r : T£*T* 
*rf% mtVWZ * — TOT ** *1 fin&l TOT* TOTsfa TOC** I (Dr. Abdul 

Motalkb Malik : *T* TOtTOt fart I ) $ 

f^T I 'S'Sfa Forest Department^* TOSSt* *ffpfCS ; 

f*n$ T$t* TOT f*<TO* 4*ft income | TO* rt srftsf* 

TOTOt* 6 ^ fro TOi Stfts tot 4 *i *f**R7 SsTO* *rf*rc TO f**s c*t *t*yi 

*r*| *1 | CTO1 *Ttftrc|fc ^ wfajfir CfftfotCTO 41' 

TOCT C* “*fi (Wf? *fft* 5t DR TOT 2ft*'*! *1* r 5TTJ 

*^t5T rt ^TO* 4% *<RCrt lf$U5 TO* l” ^f*TO ^8 TO OTO 5 «rft* 
TO 41' TO TOR CTO** It* T5tTO** case recommend 

TOR, fri Forest Department *^*1^*, “TOtDf* TOITO* TOPTfTOr«fCTF 
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Tfcn rtc*Hi r 4$ts *m) i *f5H"rrc«fc* *m 
*4# ch wfa wtt? si nft His<ch«F firo *tfw hi hh tsrsn $tcn *itfjrw 
<ltt* c*Wi ? ftwin* -5troj?r ftfip fixsr cm nt* 8^ ror hi, *1 
sjot «rft HfatH cwth S^'3 hft hi i otfwtv* hih a wfa .sirs all h#m 
htht fc^RT HFfiwrc^ fa* HisH'CT'fr *$wfa wfa *ffes Htfani fatfc^H m i gfus 

c*!H ■m# 8vt*r Hfar^H hi i cwhi ^rrrfwc|8 hi wttH#* facHliT ftcn 
Forest ft\5ffi HI, HtHtH Forest fastH frCH ^1 

*fHCHH Hi, 4^5tZH fafafafa CHHI *tC ! F' WHTtH I 

4$ H" 9 ^ HC51HHPF WHCHtH WfifTSff WM *tTH HtH 4Wffi wfe *[0)1“ 

W?lH fwfHCTRT ?ff% HHOrf^t ftCS I <7lfel ^ HtfH H^H I 4* ijfft farfHH* 

ptchh *ro* *re>re grstwH i 4 to *Tft * Hfatfffl, fa* H*«Trr«fc rttftH 

CWH1 HI Htfa H#HtCH war xoneuq offH'fo (TfHtOT WTHHFR* ^5tH 

fa * HfiH HffcfrHt* HTHT1 *faC5G$H HI I Htfa Wtfa $tffa 0$ Hfin? %T, 

HH Hfihn C^ <3tH >8ff- Htf'Q HtHl C'4C^ I WHS frPn ‘fa HI H^H CHtfltH 

<tfar *fi»!H SMtH Hfr I T 3tH 00180 WH cm £t<£2T *8*1, Hpf fHCWH HftH 5|tHH 
fa*! fHTBTH HtSHlH ToH HfHT S^^ffHCHH d&l* OT TOT ^1 ^TH fHCWH HT$HTH 
JF5H HHTQ CH HFfHTS HtfatH Hi I Htfa H#T H£TtH?lCW WHOM Hfa HfatCV* HSH 
CHtHtH ^ C<PC?1 fnn« E&'iTKH Ht$Hl ^HHtH 5llfmpfrH HlH Offifill ^tHl 

CHt5H HF%HH I 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Us. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head 
*‘40 — Agriculture” be reduced by Us. 100. I move this motion, Sir, with 
a view to raising a discussion about the wasteful expenditure on that 
account. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the other day when I was hearing Mr. Walker 
reading out his fine speech in connection with the budget of the Fishery 
Department and putting forward a plea for the expansion of, that is more 
appointments in, that department, I was wondering whether or not the 
speech had been drafted by the Director of Fisheries, Bengal. I shall be 
glad to hear that it was not so but there can be no doubt that Dr. Horn’s 
articles on Paddy Cultivation and Fish Culture, published in “Indian 
Farming” of April and May, 1943, contributed much of the material of 
the speech. It is somewhat curious indeed that Fishery here is deemed 
to have more affinity with Industries than with Agriculture although Live- 
stock and Animal husbandry are deemed to be sufficiently related to it. 

Now, Sir, one of the departments that have chosen to feed fat on the 
carrions left by the famine and to prosper in the unprecedented adversity 
that has overtaken this province is Agriculture. “Agriculture” and 
“Extraordinary Charges” and “Famine” have chosen to share between 
them the loot that is going on the expenditure side of our budget. Apart 
from extravagance in the name of “allowances,” “contingencies,” and “job- 
work” they have brought into existence an army of officers which some 
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4Unk may be superior in number to tbe victorious army of Russia. Yet wbat 
» debacle, defeat, disaster was not suffered through famine, that is, failure 
of food crops last year. 

Mr. Kennedy of the European group tabled a question enquiring about 
the area of cultivable waste land and how much of it could be brought 
under food crops. For the area he need not have troubled his friend, the 
Hon’ble Minister. He could have found the total area of such land from 
Tables I and II of the Agricultural Statistics published by the Government 
and should not have allowed his friend an opportunity to understate the 
area of such land. However the answer has brought out one thing, namely, 
that even now the Minister in charge is unaware how much of such land 
can be brought under food crops. Yet, we must assume, in the opinion 
of Mr. Kennedy and his group, that the Ministry is applying its mind to 
the question of rehabilitation. Who does not know, Sir, that the landless 
labourers have suffered most during the famine? And what can be more 
urgent than to find lands for such of them as are still alive? Why then 
the agricultural conquest of cultivable waste could not be attempted and 
furthered on the assumption that most of such lands could be brought under 
the plough and why the Hon’ble Minister, unless he had chosen merely to 
enjoy his gadi , could not have come out with a statement of the increased 
area sown in the current year or proposed to be sown in the next year, if 
the Ministry had an idea of extending the area under food crops or of 
rehabilitation of the landless? 


Sir, the departmental figures of waste and cultivated lands for the years 
1937 and 1942 appear as follows from the official agricultural statistics: — 


V 

1937 

Acres. 

1942 

Acres. 

Total area of the Province as ascertained 
by professional survey. 

49,254,596 

50,373,332 

Less — 

1. Forest 

2. Not available for cultivation 

4,455,316 

9,692,231 

4,612,832 

9,601,141 

3. Culturable waste other than fallow . . 

4. Current fallow 

5,949,866 

4,690,883 

6,052,987 

4,618,072 


10,640,749 

10, 671, "59 

Net area shown 

24,466,300 

25,488,300 


It will be seen therefore that the increase in the net area sown between 
1937 and 1942 up to which statistics are available is less than the increase 
in the net total area and is therefore illusory and that there is no decrease, 
in some increase, in the total area of culturable waste and current 
fallow. Assuming that the increase in the sown area is real and not 
apparent, that is, due to the correction of past mistake, how does it stand 
in comparison with the other countries at war? In an article contributed 
by Sir Jpbn Russell, Director of Rothamstead Experimental Station, Herts 
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(England), it appears that — I am quoting — “In peace-time the United 
Kingdom had 13 million acres of arable land and 19 million acre* of 
permanent grass. At mid-Match, 1942, Mr. Hudson informed us the figures 
were reversed and there soon would be 19 million acres of arable land. 
The additional 6 million acres had gone into a variety of crops; oats had 
taken about 1J million, the wheat acreage had been increased by more 
than 550,000 acres and the potato crop by more than 300,000 acres over 
the peace-time acreage of TG million of wheat and 700,000 of potatoes. 
Vegetables also increased from 2*5 million tons in 1938 to 4 million tons; 
sugar beet, it was hoped, would be raised by 00,000 acres to 405,000 which 
was all the existing factories could cope with”. Sir, could we, who w T ere 
drawn into the war together with the United Kingdom, bring G million 
additional acres under the plough here as they did in England between late 
1939 and early 1942, the catastrophe of 1943 could have to a great extent 
been averted. But, nothing can be more unfortunate than to find our Agri- 
cultural Department still unprepared to extend the area of cultivation in a 
province of which only about 50 per cent, stands cultivated. It. is said they 
stand for promoting intensive cultivation. But what is the provision for 
extending the facilities of manure? Six lakhs only against a provision of 
44 lakhs for job work! Ammonia sulphate cannot be produced in large 
quantities on short notice. True, hut where is the provision for adequate 
supply of green manure and composts. The fanfare wdth which the water- 
hyacinth Act was passed not long ago held out the hope not only of its 
eradication hut of the supply of a cheap manure from its ashes. That is 
yet an unrealised hope. Yet, intensive production iH talked of glibly 
because exaggerated and unverifiuble claims can be made with impunity. 

The best illustration of the failure of the Agriculture Department to 
grow’ more food is furnished by the tragic history of the sugarcane in 
Bengal. India outside Bengal has turned from an importer to an exporter 
of sugar in course of a few years. But Bengal remains a large importer 
and dependent on outside supply. It was said in the Government resolu- 
tion on the Report of the Department of Agriculture for the year 1935-36: — 
“That the value of sugarcane as a revenue crop has been recognised 
by the cultivator would he apparent from the fact that the area 
under the crop increased from 276,000 acres to 325,000 acres during 
the year, of which 244,000 acres were reported to he under Co. 213 
During the year 19,072,000 of Co. 213 cuttings were distributed.” 

That was in 1935-36. 

In the next year it was further announced by the Special Officer in hir 
report for the year 193G-37 that the total area under sugarcane has increased 
to 354,800 acres. In course of five years, notwithstanding all expenditure 
on research, special officer’s and mycologist’s activities, the departmental 
report for 1941-42, the latest available in the Assembly Library, says: — 

“The total area planted is estimated at 313,900 acres this year as 
against 331,100 acres last year. The average outturn has been 
worked out at 77 per cent, of the normal as against 81 per cent, 
last year. The gross outturn of the province has been estimated 
at 4,795,000 tons as against 5,320,000 tons last yea!r.” 
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Farther it is observed: — 

“The following points have emerged out of the work and observations 
- on sugarcane: — 

(a) That Co. 213 has outlived its popularity. The cultivators are 
reluctant to continue its growing. It has been found to be 
specially susceptible to tfle fungus disease red-rot. It is being 
replaced by the variety Co. 421. 

(b) That the fungus disease red-rot has taken a firm foothold in 
Bengal. It has been reported from almost every district in 
Bengal. Another menace to sugarcane cultivation is the 
alarming spread of the borers specially in the districts in 
North Bengal.” 

Sir, such is the achievement of our Agriculture Department manned with 
Special Officers, Mycologist, Entomologist, Chemist, Director and Assistant 
Directors appointed according to all the points of the compass. Well may 
it be said in a poetic vein : Wasteful, unproductive extravagance, thv name 
is the Agriculture Department of the Government of Bengal ! 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head ”40 — 
Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise 
a discussion about the cullous indifference of the Government of the country, 
want of policy and planned programme to increase the productoin, mere 
red-tapism and no organised activities and want of contact with the masses. 

Sir, it is a fact that the Government of Bengal have been maintaining 
the Department of Agriculture since a pretty long time and several crores 
of good money of the tax-payer have been spent for the purpose. The tax- 
payer has got every right to demand of the Government to tell the people 
what benefits they have obtained in return for the huge sums of money spent 
to far for maintaining the department from year to year. 

Sir, this province is a deficit province in the matter of foodgrains, parti- 
cularly rice, the staple food crop of the Bengalees. From the figures avail- 
able since 1901, it appears that production has not increased to any 
appreciable extent although the population has increased by millions and 
the pressure on land has increased many times more with the growth of 
the population. 

The Government of the country has got no crop policy nor any planned 
programme to tackle one of the most vital problems affecting the welfare 
of the province, viz., the increase of production so as to make the province 
self-supporting at least in the matter of her food requirements. Whatever 
produce is being raised on land bv agricultural operations from year to year 
is solely due to the efforts of the illiterate cultivator with bis primitive 
methods with which he is acquainted. 

The callous indifference and culpable negligence on the part of tbe 
Governmeat had its effect upon the country during the present crisis and 
the people of the country had to pay the extreme penalty for it. Hundreds 
of tltiEMtiatids of our people had to die for want of food — a tragedy that never 
happened in any other country in the world within living memory. If 
even a fraction of what had happened in this province during the past few 
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months would have happened in Great Britain or America, Mr. Churchill 
or Mr. Roosevelt, however high and eminent personalities they may be, 
would have been dragged down from the high pedestal of office to sink into 
oblivion for eternity. But, Sir, the same value is not attached to human 
lives in this unfortunate country. 

Sir, if we dive a little deeper into the working of this department, we 
shall find a number of high salaried officers at the top with big secretariats 
and sprinkling of workers here and there in the countryside. Their acti- 
vities are confined to distribution of leaflets, of seeds, etc., and of submission 
of reports from time to time. Distribution of leaflets and of seeds, etc., 
can be easily done through some other agencies at a less cost because they 
do not require expert knowledge. 

Preservation and storing of seeds is the most important work of a culti- 
vator and he selects the seeds and preserves them with the utmost care and 
caution. He never uses paddy set apart for consumption as seeds. But, 
Sir, last year this department purchased paddy brought in open markets 
for sale for the purpose of consumption and they distributed them as seeds. 
Last year in the Sadar subdivision of the Noakhali district the seeds supplied 
by the department did not germinate. 1 

Sir, the department has got absolutely no contact with the masses of 
cultivators in the rural areas. They have got no machinery nor any village 
organisation for the purpose. They have got no imagination nor any idea 
of organisation. They have got no plan nor any programme. Unless a 
network of organisation — at least one in each union — throughout the province 
is established to come into close contact with the cultivators in the rural 
areas, it is impossible to achieve any practical results. 

As to experimental farm, if the figures relating to expenditure and 
receipts from year to year siuce when these farms had been started are 
studied, it would be clear that these farms are being kept on at a huge loss 
from year to year. The management is extravagant and hopeless. In 
1942-43 the actual expenditure incurred is lis. 2,50,000 and file correspond- 
ing receipt amounts to lis. 1,90,419 the loss being about Rs. 57,000. The 
revised estimate of 1943-44 places the expenditure at lis. 3,55,000 and the 
receipt at Rs. 74,000. The estimates of the coming year place the 
expenditure at Rs. 4,12,000 and the receipt at lis. 2,03,000. This state of 
things cannot inspire confidence into the minds of the cultivators. They 
will never emulate their example and reduce themselves to bankruptcy. 

As to the “Grow More Food’’ campaign the less said the better. In 
reply to question No. 193 put by a European member of this House, the 
Hon’ble Minister stated that cultivable waste land has been surveyed along 
with other lands in the course of survey and settlement operations. No 
separate survey has been made. Without a detailed survey it is not possible 
to say how much of the cultivable waste land can be brought under food 
crops or under paddy alone. The survey and settlement operations took 
place 25 years back and from the settlement khatian the Hon’ble Minister 
gives the percentage of waste latfds. This is the way how the ‘'Grow More 
Food” campaign is going to be organised in this country. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 
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Mr, M. A. F. HIRTZEL: Sir, the subject on which I wish to speak is 
that of Bengal’ s agricultural statistics. It is an old, a short and a bad 
jtory. It is the fact, Sir, that in Bengal apart from jute statistics there 
tie no crop statistics deserving the name. I need not enter into detail: 
the position is known and accepted by all responsible persons. The position 
is known to the Hon’ble Minister and was recognised by him last September 
when in reply to my cut motion he said: “We fully realise that there is 
no reliable machinery for the collection of crop statistics in Bengal and we 
are seriously considering to set up a machinery on the lines of those which 
are in vogue in the United Provinces and the Punjab and I think, Sir, with- 
in the next three months this scheme will materialise.” 

Well, Sir, three months have become six months and we on this side 
are both surprised and disappointed to find that no provision has been made 
and no progress has been made with the scheme for seasonal collection of 
crop statistics as announced by Government sometime ago. 

Eecently, Sir, we were told that certain methods had been tried and 
had failed. I do not know whether that is correct. It is, however obvious 
to any thinking person, it is obvious a priori and should have been obvious 
to Government and its advisers when framing policy that, if there are two 
methods of measuring crops, and if one is condemned as worthless and if 
the other is not grounded on complete certainty by actual enumeration, 
then it will always be open to critics to question the accuracy of the results 
achieved by the alternative method. Now, Sir, let us assume for t be sake 
of argument that that is the position today. Everyone has condemned 
the Director of Agriculture’s statistics. Let us assume that the Director 
of Agriculture has tried and hns failed to produce more convincing results. 
Let us assume that Dr. Sanyal was correct in saying that the alternative 
method, the method of random sampling, has been tried and has produced 
equally unconvincing results. The department would he in a fix. They 
would have lost their poor man’s gamble on the chance that random sampling 
would produce consistent results and they would not know what to do. 

Now, Sir, ft seems to me that it is a matter of logical inference that 
either the Ministry has done nothing in the matter or else it is in that fix. 
It seems to me that, there were such wide margins of possible error in the 
Director’s methods that it is a virtual certainty that any other method which 
was not based on actual observation would in one or two cases produce 
seeming “absurdities’ * when compared with his figures. Now once admit 
even one such absurdity and there are any number of possible explanations, 
none of them factual. The random sampling result may in fact be right 
though it looks absurd or it may be that the field party failed or it may be 
that sample selection failed, and so on. No one can say for certain; that 
one doubt throws the whole system into doubt. 

Understand me, Sir, I am assuming that the Ministry is in that fix; 
it is, let us say, in a dilemma .between two doubtful results. I am not 

condemning random sampling. I am not saying that it is a bad method 

or tkaLif money was spent on it that money was wasted. But I am saying 
that if that is the position we still do not know the facts regarding the 

area under any particular crop other than jute. We have no more than 

alternative answers and complete enumeration might prove that the random 
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sampling answer is correct. Now if complete enumeration proves that the 
random sampling result is in fact correct then we have established the 
accuracy, within known margins of error, of random sampling as a method. 
Random sampling is quick and economical, but we must prove its accuracy. 

Therefore, Sir, it follows as a logical certainty that the next step is 
complete enumeration which should be carried out concurrently with a 
continuance of random sampling. Why? Because it seems to me that 
probably at least two years are necessary to put complete enumeration on 
a basis which will be satisfactory and beyond criticism. Assuming that 
we already have one year’s results from random sampling, at the end of 
another two years we shall have three years’ figures by random sampling 
to compare with one set of known reliable figures by complete enumeration. 
Now suppose that the annual cost of random sampling is one-sixth of the 
annual cost of complete enumeration, in three years it will have cost half 
of what complete enumeration costs in one year. It is therefore well worth 
a little extra expense now to decide once and for all the value of random 
sampling. If, on the other hand, we now indulge in complete enumeration 
and put random sampling on the' shelf it is safe to prophesy that it will 
take many, many years and much pressure to get it off the shelf again. 
During all that time, which may be measured in years if not in decades, wo 
shall be paying six times as much for the facts as we need if we can once 
establish beyond doubt the reasonable accuracy of random sampling. Let 
random sampling then go ahead along with complete enumeration. 

Now, Sir, T come to the most important factor of all, namely, the time 
factor. When I refer to this as the most important factor I am well aware 
that the financial pundits if they are listening will groan at my stupidity. 
I am not going to engage in a game of tu quoqur and I will only ask them 
whether they have found it easy to .pay for last year’s famine. I need not 
wait for an answer. But, Sir, they must admit that they have found it 
easier to pay by reason of the war situation which has enabled them to 
invoke the aid of the Centre and ihey have given every assurance that they 
intend to step up that bill. Now suppose that such a situation arose in 
times of peace. Suppose it arose in circumstances when there was no chance 
of public propaganda putting the blame on the Secretary of State, when 
the British public’s conscience — and the British public has a strong and 
a humane conscience — when that conscience was not even indirectly pricked 
by what happened in Bengal. Suppose that the Government of India of 
the day had no immediate, vital strategic interest in relieving famine in 
Bengal and was prepared to say unequivocally that the relief of famine 
w T as the obligation of the province, where then will our future Governments 
find themselves? Now, Sir, none of those suppositions is impossible, they 
are not even remote possibilities. There is every likelihood that that will 
be the situation in the not distant future. In those days if help comes 
neither from the East nor from the West the successors of the present 
Ministry and our successors in this House in their agony will blame us here 
and now for our failure to plan. 

Now, Sir, I ask your careful attention to the following figures. I have 
not attempted to take “actual” figures because they are a matter of contro- 
versy. I have taken round figures which are near enough to the truth Iq? 
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my purpose and will illustrate my point. Now, if the population of Bengal 
was 60 millions in 1942 and the annual increase is 2 per cent. , by the end 
«f 1950, i.e., in 6\ years’ time from now, the population will be over 70 
millions. An increase of 10 million mouths to fill, and how? If in 1942 
75 lakhs of tons of rice ensured a bare sufficiency of food, by the end of 
1950, 87 J lakhs of tons will be needed ^or an increase of 16 j per cent. Now, 
Sir, if a 12-anna paddy crop is a good crop and was sufficient to maintain 
existence in 1942, by 1950 a 14-anna crop will be necessary for the same 
purpose. But, Sir, there are lean years and there are fat years and the 
crop may vary from 8 annas to 16 annas. Only science and the most care- 
ful application of it by dispassionate planning will save Bengal from the 
fate that awaits her. Now, Sir, there are 3 possible solutions (1) to reduce 
the population or arrest its increase, (2) to increase the productivity of the 
tl«a at present under paddy and (3) to increase the area under paddy. We 
may leave aside the first of these. No one wishes to reduce the population. 
Nature will do that for us quick enough and that is what we are fighting 
against. And the third alternative is equally objectionable if the aim is a 
balanced rural economy. Suppose that paddy was the only crop grown in 
Bengal. In lean years agriculturists will survive, in fat years they will 
be ruined. The inevitable consequence of giving an increasing percentage 
of the existing cultivated area to the production of consumption crops will 
be a steady deterioration of the economic condition of the people. If, on 
the other hand, the total area under cultivation is steadily increased that 
can only be at the expense of grazing land and forests. The consequences 
of that will follow early and will be as destructive as famine. There will 
be soil erosion and disastrous floods due to deforestation. It is in all 
probability to those very causes that the world’s great deserts, once fertile 
irrigated plains, owe their origin. Sir, there is only one solution which 
stands scientific scrutiny and that is to increase the productivity of the 
area under paddy. Now before intensive and planned activity can even 
begin we must know the extent of the area under cultivation. We must 
have a close knowledge of the soil in each area and must intensively, 
scientifically and hi detail correlate our improved types of seed to the nature 
of the soil. 

Sir, I need take no more of the time of the House. 1 have said enough, 
I feel sure, to convince the Ministry and to convince the House that this is 
a matter of the utmost urgency. We must have, and we must have at the 
earliest possible date, both a complete enumeration of the areas under crops 
in the province and the most accurate and up-to-date methods of estimating 
crops growing on tho.se lands. I know that it will cost a certain number 
of lakhs, but our failure to spend, say Rs. 30 lakhs, now will mean a loss 
of Rs. 30 crores and more in a year or two, and we shall stand condemned 
as the worst type of small-minded man, the man who, though he might sava 
himself by timely action, fails to do so through apathy and avarice. 

In conclusion, Sir, I will only stress that in addition to the general 
extreme urgency of this matter which I have sought to stress, there is 
immediate urgency in it for if immediate steps are not taken it will be too 
* late to do anything in respect of the coming au* and aman crops. 
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Of» NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I appreciate the anxiety of 
Mr. Hirtzel to have proper statistics kept in the province for our agricultural 
products and in a way I endorse some of his remarks regarding the absurdities 
that have been revealed so far. He made certain reference to my humble 
sell in his observations. I only seek two minutes’ time to clear up my 
feelings in that respect. Sir, the process of random sampling is at onoe 
helpful and dangerous. (Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel: That is what I said.) 

I feel as a student of statistics myself that in selecting fields for such random 
sampling, if a certain amount of representative data are not kept in view, 
the result may lead to cumulative errors and the consequent statistical data 
obtainable will be far from facts. If, on the other hand, sampling is made 
of representative fields scattered throughout the province and in such a 
manner that all different classes and varieties are properly represented, then 
alone we can to some extent rely on the process of random sampling as 
giving results almost near about the reality. As has, however, been found 
the exeperts that have been so far entrusted with this task have not given 
Government detailed information about the place or places where they have 
carried out their sampling work and in particular with regard to the last 
aman crop when I sought to criticise the results obtained from the experts’ 
random sampling, I had that in view. What we want, Sir, is not merely 
a two-paged report as a result but we also want to know how that two- 
paged report is obtained, so that one may judge whether the statistical 
results obtained are based on fairly dependable enumeration. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture is, as I have stated 
here before, one of the most outspoken and frank members of the Cabinet 
and I have great respect for him that he at any rate will not try to deceive 
the House with inadequate information or false information. If he is not 
satisfied with the method of obtaining statistics, I am sure that he will, 
in his mature judgment, try to find out how more dependable st^istics can 
be obtained, and I believe in so doing lie will not merely depend on so-called 
expert advice but also exercise his own mature observation and experience. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : 2}f' i, T*?t3 s tc g ' ftffl , (Dr. Nalinaksha 

Sanyau : (Tr 'STWCT* SrtttiR), 

■n«vstc=r jpfi? 1 

>remT ww, jrwt'ra =pfv fastpm ssss-sa ncro 

=19 ft? «RT Wfil ’TCT’f C»W I ?f;sn CH ; 

T5^«n trO SR Ott * ft ?i?i ; C’lfc' «RT *fv w* 

<4^15 'STfft ?pTC5 Ft? I (Mr. Chabu Chandra Roy : 'qt’tilts ®^C5 5t? l) 

?^-M, -STf? ftar VT? THg I Facts and figure* frofc Tflft 

?f%?l (Mr. Abu Hossain Sabkab : cWt fft? 7CT stfsT ?ffi5 fswi) Sir, 
srfa cr ’arRtt?? ?i 1 m ■soft 5tt, ?? ?sn 
5TI I Floud Commission * C¥fffi 

C© 5T¥ 4? 1 ? Sfftc® ?TR? EtV yfrai ?Tr¥ | culturable waste land 

(?1 ▼frtWCTMn *f%5 trfir) '"rtc? 0^ SP¥ a ?1W1? <4?? I Wt? ORW# surplus 

I 
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lands (u *rf%f?^ wft) 4i n 4¥5 1 fcn TO cro i&Dacs 

1R3T1 C*fC*f * C*tft VV «f? 6 StTO 4TO «rfro If? «Ftt? ?t$U5 TO? I 

^80-88 H? * C?Ftfl> CO 4*R wf?03 ?t? C5I rt«lU& C? 

surplus 0^ H C StTO 4TO «rfl *ff%^5 ^tRltf^? ^tSt? 1£?T b ^P¥ 

4TO TO? TOt? TO S*9tcg I It&fe 4TO-—?^?T? 1VTC? (**■ NaLwaksha 
Sanyal: v£j^ ito cTOl VfTW^) — cTOf! ItCW? ??, facts and figure TO 

; *rt*f?t?l *T?t> TOtTC H ^ question *pr? ?£ 4fat<H ?1 I 

(A Member ; Facts and figure^ i*p n I ) Facts and figure si & TO > c? 

^ citit cb *n 4'^c? ^ ?^i? it? ?5iic^ i i 3f?i ?^c«fQ ^mc?? 

to? i oo *r* c start? 4?? «rf? TOitf? *r%?i ?fs?r^ i c? <t%5 wftsfSr mut i? 
TOt? Tf?T3 s$r? i 

4t? c??i tof, gfo wn TO*n cict ?^5 bfe? si i bb *rc £? 
bt§? ?t?sn cro tr^5 w? Ss^ si i is it? .cro toti TOtm TO*n cTO 
TO TOT *Tft?T?1 C?f? si JPTC^ TO?? I b&8b TO? CTOtl WTtt? IftTO CTOF 
?y?Tl S^TOCW ib dTffi? f%5 St? I 4t? ib CltlS CTO¥? t| COM CTf? ^ 'oiS 
'art? Cl? if?*] bfe? ?t$T? tfUbM CTO? TOT ?TO? 811 It lf?H UtSo?? TOTO I 

^stsr sto? 6 citft cTO 5 ? tot ?t*n ott ?vr? ^ cit $ it n 4i cirf 

fr? b 't SW4 TOTO I *Sl? ItlT ?Tn=T 1 C?Ct bT§? SI bb *H &? I TOTO 

Cltl ifcTTbC^ Cl TOtCt? bb IvT bt^T > C? 5 # 6l StTO lt^ fTO 

iv=r bt^T ?^1? It&fe I (Mr. Charu Chandra Roy: 

TOTtfrl ^5t?*T ! ) 'TO TO^l '3t? 9 t? m ifTOl I (Laughter.) ^|fl S*tC? 

Cl fsit? 'btsi 9 lTOT? r CTOClf oq?r ^3ir Cl^ft? AO (4?F C^tt? l) bt^T 

Infill Of'QTlt? bt? TOTO I f%3 Floud Commission l#*Tl) 

itstor? 'srt^ irtm i?b 1*1?!] tip ^fiirf^Tti, ^rstn carter?' ^ to ^C5 

f^C5 ^mw I ^tstn if^tCTO tn^TT CTOC? F ?^1C? 5> l 6 ! TO H lb 1 6 I btSl 

ifrre fro S^C? I (^ r - Abu Hossain Sarkar : ^fl 1TC? f% TO ?) (Laughter.) 
TOT? TOfaT?l C^ttsfTO TOCTO tl 41? TOtft TOTf^'3 ^TOt?l ittl ^tltH 

^51 TOT r?^ TO?? n ! TOT? gvs> f^TO? 8110 IT 6 !? vb It bt^jf 

if? t|T r oT?‘ CTOTO TOT f?05 SI ^tSl ib C?# CTOTO TOT I^IC? Oib CTOf^ 

It bfer?? ??TO I TO^K b C^tfP 00 TO* bf^t bt^ I TOltC? TOtCl? TO 
itir bb *n &?i ^b?t’ frot? TOitc? ctti it? UnIi c?ct «c to 1 
btfen Itfefo S^ltc^ I 4$ Cl vfel S^ltc^ ^St? ?t?t'3 ^ I 'ItTOtn 4t? 
fr?TO? f?«TH^ fbTl TO? I ( Mr - Sykd Ahmed : 'IttTOl tlltfa TO lt5 

TOll) iftWr TO1TO ^ll* HC1 TO1C? TOTt^ftfl ?1 ,fl?il ^Jl? <5 8G TO 5 
bt®l ?t*ll CtCt f% Tf??l TO1 IttCvb TO?, 4?* ?T*^P CltC^F f% 

surplus province^ <tf?to TO ?t?Cs TO?, Cl^ fn’C’f «T¥T ?tft?l 
Itstc^b <5 00 5fl C SW? 4TO t%3 «rfl TOT? ?t?ll TOlt? ^fe 1 ! f?lt?t TO 

TOr® to? 5 Wto 'itft frot^TOi? fr?-?TOir? i^ni? toto^ ^Rt'sfl — 

TOp* 1TO flfini ojTO? TO?? — *31* ^TO? WtTOTCl? 1TOT? TOrfTO 

incittPrsi ?t?i ifiTQ%:¥ f??t?t vf??i ifststtt? ict itstus fjiii ^roi 
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of'sw at* Fs^waramar wa i pw fay*, anyfcaa ft*? «rrw yyw 
<* afer-fyam-ardT TOf'ca^ foyrtar amat ai afaai cro? aft? 

fawn ^tky* a<fl csfrta yy* 3 *rfo* ^ ofn^r g i -a ypftn* sat fa q ^ , 

(Mr. Nabbndka Nath Das Gupta : aata* C* MHalfl TOt^a ^Pm y?ar *3 

<-J|5*n5 C3i H«n grot* aisft <a* wsi ft^y & 

fof ^ca aft, -aiy to? yfyai atcro — ’ofof^- 4&1 atata, ^ ^rt«r aa 

^’taw — 'Statai fyg? ar* ai ^intft — -aaa ^faro ^faro ^ pti ^a 
4 ?totc*$ 5 **i ffotrs; i 4 yy? aata 'ata 4 *fa sft ^ , -^jr? 

opposition (fatatfTOl) a\ CTO? for opposition’s sake ( ftntlTOt* WHjf ) 
4*1? C*OR C?ty ^a St? yfa*tt afttai cafiji.tn* I 'yt«fytR? ^ 

fkgif«rai ’ll <s}\ ce£i aiai cnta y^ytamcy <yta oat?/.^ *ttf*ravi ;,i - <ryW 

'srt’WjTm y-?y aferoi <tkaa yawcaa csfcla fay* yftrm cafyatrs i 4 aM 

Clfam ?Ta (TOT 51 to 5*R -.,1 I 4 CS?1 ISTf't W | 1st? ^I'^itc^l 'ytalya 

’pFrsr fafii*i 'area afytrs att?i cat* t hJ&f trta ?i 5 ^ ^ 

fafym faftni wra cb?i ; 4 a; <5151? 4^rtar $»tT* $ ^ ^ , 

sstsi stc? 'art? 'aMa-lcyr U. P., c. P. *ttata, f5|f, <atyta 3 fayt? 

**tra a* ft? HtZ^TH wr alare yk? ai I (Mr. Abdul Wared : ^ »ftatr?? 
“St? Cats 5TP5 TOt3 5?ty *11 l) Sir, aitat? 3fW City TOl «R] 5 ^ ( ■j^pltPr? 

wet? carry? at* aca ttyiaia — n 'apf, 51 arg- ?? Sft?i%r, ^ ^,, 

^Rt5tc? 3 rfk'5f?»T. 155PT 'UPttrn Ministerm (PTPfCT? ? lt>l?<|- T «RT f? fr cp£l 
5Ff%51tC^l, ' s It , i*(hl l 3t51 SttPPT, 5TTC5 5f?C?? <Ft*5fC«r3 C*rf3p?n «ttfVc5R I (A VOIOB . 

Ntft, wtf?. »Rp wrfk ir) Brrfkcsrs J fw? arf?PR sn 1 v 3 *^55 ^1 % cjns sflp i 
<9 *PT Uftfwts 'fw? s Ffk?5i qi 1 'Wl^-.rlc-a? ?f% Sir, <siWft "ft?rpf | 

<!Tmt*<T Civil Supply 4 ^ jrt^hi ?#t 5n:rrtni attaft? fvprtirc^ sri 

*lt 8 PT, f’ra, U.P., C.p., fott tfwrrt 'jrpts f^-f^r^Pratc? ?tarfrt? 

?f%m Tf%?l 5T5 m, 5F3 ^Pr, 5F5 tmi Winn art=T '«tti>l ?R5Tf5 '«Itf??rc«!?, 

4?t '5t51 at?l ar^FO? ^W^rc^T, 4 f 51 'Bt*tf? WtDH I (Mr. A. M. A. Zamah | 
Nt? HF5 ^ ?#!r l ^ T tjtg Sf% BrtRT, I) ^TPi $ ^ »» . 

■r. SPEAKER . «« «, fw «An *p, 

Maulvi Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ : ^ ?f%C 5 f| Sir, fa* 

afiiraf?, '3*c«r? fkat i «ItI?s 1 .^tft ?f%T3fl; a, an? # 
to? ?f?n ?f??i ^ gwrt ’at^T ?i i '3 omaat aft ^ 

«ttc5F 15 c? c-f-h aftw? '?a'fi '-itqi-iiPr ?i ftai aflatci? «tiii M®i3? ati?f^ ftatac 1 ?? 

n?t ’tfro aWm ar^tro a^ftro artatcaa <st5tm artrtr vqm 5351 

Sfro 1 cro? •‘-itf? ftai t*?M 5 ka ai, aai art?? arc? ftftrai cet] 7 ft?i 
4? ?rmra surplus province4 *tf?TO aFfaTO atPtm at? I aflaai 4 ? Assembly? 
\&o wa caaa , atf^, , ataai aaa.? fafaai ati'afi*? cs^i aftca fVai a^ftro *tffir ? 

aft artaan— (At this sUge the red light was shown) Sir, ?mff% Ntafcaa ai I 
■?t*tf^ aaa *tiFra? 'aca? time caa ’atatc’F 4a^ time ftcis a^ca, ^^tata vr u* 

toi aftata NTO? 
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Mr. SPEAKER : 'AC*f<r time offll TOC?, , TO R*fY time fans «1ffRl 

n, ^ sr^T <to«?9Ri 

Mauivf Md. MOZAMMEL HUQ : Trfa, fe*j <fTO? *Ttft CBtT^f ^TfW«T fe 

c*Nt*t^G> , roim ^Ihn fa i *toi toj :>> to o fe ^ srfe 

R’fiTSOF I *TO TOT TOTR* snfal fa ^Ffes *tlfefC??r c*r^?—( Maulvi 
Abdul Wahed : 4 * C?fef?, CTO *PT *1 CTO TO *fcfr TO TOC?l) 
**HTOi <ttfa cfbli'wi *ttOR, ^ptccr cron fag to i *r ftftw r ^hn 
fa RfT— 194344 TO Rtfr iBvtg- TOC? ^ (Rtf ^0 TO? 

, ^tS 3 T toc? 0 } to? fr=r, ^friR toc? na to? ivi, TO crtc^n toc? 8 to? i 
TO fafel CTOt 1943-44S §s*t7j- s^F £*rffg s>q *pp 

to\ stS*r i 4$ r vd? avnr *R5 few ?cro tfire ^to stra 

^ TOF IvT R*ft Ff^T *173111 C^fCW Sl?l opposition TOl W* TO I s$ ^ cf*F 

c^ft S^^cro RTO 'bRi fag^ ^fe? ^ftc^ TO 'TOi '®*f srfeTO 
*fi5 c f'R‘’i>RF criticise $feb$ *ffR* — Sfal '©J oppositions* sake s$ opposition 
TOR— -Oi CTO tf^b S^TO 3 TO^T S' t Cn^Tl TO r 'H S^* *T ft TOvj"-^ (Tre^TO 
*fe *ttRR I (Red light,) Sir, Ufa sTO TO far | 1942-43 TO 6 tr *P? M *tcrt* 

fcfal fete*!* TOtHr %r faw TOi TOrs ^ faTOferTO TOsTtTm to^ TO*r 

oo ^ tom ’TO ftc*r *fjj oa ww m tot* iron tfT^TOF *[fe srt ^ to*l 

fe®T I S*R R*fl ^t** TOl*l *“5TR TOT *jf*T* ^RT f^ TO^ ^f%T3tf? | 1943-44 

TOT <rotCTO f^T5tCTO CRT ^fcwfe TOtW % r5 cmfS 00 TO? ^tCTO to*} 
actually TO^ ^TitC? b CTOI6 ^0 TO? 00 ^tcTO to*} I ^TlTOn CRT 

*fT3 TOTO TO? 0& TOTO S TOTO CTO^T TO^ TfTOtf? I S$ S^5 

' 3 Rroi Tfro crt ^sto TOt> ??firatf? ifron Tt« #5 Ti crot ^^rtw R*t"Y 
to&\ ^"ts to? ivT to&\ cro n SsTOr *itfetc? i few 5fc^ 

^Ttfro TOl *Tt$ I "TOTOt^ ?F TOT? 9 !, S^tifil '3 ^^rfviT CRT? TOsF^ 

I ^ o)88-8 6 TOTO ^TT > <R# 00 TO? ^ fel Agriculture 

<4? ^TCC?C& TO1 ^T<fC? I <3fa ^C^TT TOH1 8 ^ TO? ^tWt? fet?T seeds (ffo) 
»il? fVfel store ^Ffibll ?tfTOtf? I ^TOTO •^TTOTE ^1 C^Tl- 

^rfe c«r®Pr ^ fete?, c^f% ^TtTO ftfe Rc^b i r ^tro *rmi 

60 TO? SPFI ^ffetf? I Ttccr^ ^TtWI ^ttft TOTOR CRT ^ ^0 

^ , *? ,^0 ^IWPT fel TOP ^ffe I TOTC^R /TTCTO W^TT — C^CTO W8FCTOT CRT 

^tTOl vdS TOll ?5 CTtf fel TO5 Sro 5^Tf? I ^1 ^^RtR^- 
few *rCTO ^ftCTO TO WC^fe ^C^ttR fe I ^tCCT? ftmftft ^fel C5Tt^ 

TOtit'R •Tl I < Mr - Chabu Chandra Roy and others : tom ^TfR C* 

crtRT?) ^tTOt’Sl eftap, irtTO 'TO TO ^ wfeR ^1 l ^TOi s^TC^t wfe 

fegfecRT^f^r wfetf?, ^stn TOi ^fe^c^ ^ c«r-i ^csfe^R fem 
Btfesf? I ^TC^ ^tfl ^t^RTC 5 ^ ittRl ^Ml^C^f? R, Agricultures^ crj 
Irrigation scheme ?pfei c?ft C?ft crsfH^ to ^R^T ^RR TOTOW ^Troi wfe s^* 
TStWtCTS TO*TRJ TO Wfel Tts^fl RCTO ’TtR Tfe I S? CRT ^ItTO' 

ferfeltTOtC vg^) 9 ^ s^* TO,tTOj5 Tfn TOTCCR \5T5*F$f {^fe^rR 
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^<1 firo firfr 'srf^a 'trfrrft fw ^nurfa ctIpr >HORtN '*rtw 

vfinitff i 3t5tt tt*i ^*1 *f«t? tr^s &-jfe nt«R *s*i *f**tff I 

f%P, 'arff^rso TtrtT fcsjfc? *rt qfflSr. toheme 

(*tfiPF**ftl) ^55t? I '"fWWJ '*1* =IW ¥lw fob 

JRtCSJfCTI ’ffo’TC I 

(At this stage the red light having been shown the honourable member 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, for the past two years I have 
in the debates on the agricultural demand in this House spoken about the 
urgent necessity for a wider distribution by the department of improved 
varieties of sugarcane amongst cultivators and I would again stress the 
urgent importance of energetic action in this respect. 

The situation today is even worse than it w r as w'hen I addressed the 
House last year. The cultivator still finds it very difficult to obtain cuttings 
of improved varieties and, knowing full well that the old CO. 218 variety is 
absolutely played out and gives not only a poor yield of cane per acre but 
also a very poor recovery (or yield of sugar per maund of cane), he is 
gradually discontinuing the cultivation of sugarcane and in a short time it 
will have died out almost completely unless something is done. 

So far as my own firm’s sugar factory is concerned, it would certainly 
by this time have closed dowm but for the fact that in our own plantations 
we have now completely eradicated CO. 218 in favour of CO. 818, CO. 421 
and other improved varieties, which are giving us recoveries of 9} to 10 per 
cent, as against the 7 or 8 per cent, which is all that can be got from CO. 213. 

Adequate supplies of cane and cane of good quality are just as necessary for 
the manufacture of gur as for that of white sugar and the House is well 
aware of the importance of the gur industry for the well-being of the 
province. 

Sir, in these times of restricted transport — times which are likely to 
continue for a period the duration of which it is impossible to forecast — it 
is surely very desirable that the province should be self-supporting in the 
matter of gur and sugar to a much greater extent than it is at present and 
the only way to achieve this end is to eradicate CO. 213 altogether and 
introduce improved varieties in every district. 

The first requisite, it seems to me, is the appointment of a whole-time 
sugarcane officer. In answer to a question which I put last year to the 
then Miiyster of Agriculture I was informed that the Agricultural Chemist 
was in charge of sugarcane operation. This, I believe, is still the position. 
The present Hon’ble Minister will correct me (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : 
He is the omniscient of the department I ) if I am wrong. The chemist, 
whom I in no way desire to criticise, must, however, have plenty of other 
work to do and I regard the appointment of a whole-time sugarcane officer 
as absolutely essential. 

The second requisite is a larger expenditure on experimental farms so- 
that the production of improved varieties of cane can be greatly increased 
and the change over from CO. 213 effected within a short period of time. 
The budget provision for farms amounts to only Rs. 4,04,600. This is. 
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Ibeurdly inadequate when one considers the large number of other crops 
! besides sugarcane which have to be grown. (Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: 
What about control?) 

Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR HOSAINI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
*ts*n $f'5 c Tt4Z c ir4 4ft Wt <it4 c4talW4t4ftR 

C5H7R 4ftT4 4t*4fa 4 ft 447 ,000 fct 4 t 4 4 T 014 4414 

Mu* ww 4? 4 w c gq 1 

Sir, 4 ? wft ifavs tf? o\ ct- fti 4 ft *j4t4 cn 44t44f4 

"Wn bo 44 c**t4 4 ft 4^474 st4i #rf44i f%ft7 4t? 1 ftr^ ftqir 4t*4i 
^s*t wfcf 4 ft f%5t''ii?i ^tsf^T 444^4 ft4i» ^4t4i wlftfts 1 4 tt 4 i 444 1 $ 

tffti 4VI4 «fW 4H?t41 4“ft ftvskffa 4ft,4 44I> C4fc4 v l!C4 sv t 4 C 1 ?, f 43 444 

4f41 ^5tOT $«W*t C44T4 447, ^ttTTl 44f4 447, r $t0*4 4T?T4 t 44fa 

447, 4ft ft\5t4 f4 4C3t^4 ? <4£*14 4444C*fa 5 9 l4T?[TC v J^ 44414 *jft) 4^44 C 4 

*T4 *T4 £141 444 3 4ft ftv5tt''fa ^ff%4 447 $f4T> 4ftC5C^4 — 4 ? 47 <*14143 
444144 f44I> S^ffro 4fttf5 Bengal Government 4 ^ 5-4 ^ I < 71 ^ 

4ft ftoNfa f44fr 4*rftfa3 I 

4 ? (7i fctn *ns«r'Dr«fc ^trsrri? 44 m 4 m ^ 4 ft ftstcfa 

Onr wifi'll '3 ^sftilT) *f4l> 4T44, 4^41 **f 41 414 1 -/fa seeds '3 

•itt? 4*3 T5tftOT 4Tf*f$ ^WrWf, 4ft$l, contractor, supplier^ ?ft?M v|ft4, 4^4t*"f 
4Hlft t 4t 3 Rt4ft 4tC4 44b 4144, C4C*fa C4l4 5*j4t4 *ff?l 41, 7 lWtf% 4ft 

ftStT^fa $*14 4444C44 C4T4 <5(tTl 41?, 4ft ft'oft^fa 4*3)!>f?llH4 44Tft 4TL4I4 
fWDF $^4 4^*11:44 444 fV 43?T 4TT1TOH f44fr 4ftc43 C4t4 

?rft^ 4ft i Sir, 4 % ftro «ifi 44f£ n^i Sc?rt qpfe^f| a\ w 

^ ’rtm (7TBlt4if% &F* rtD5 paddy seeds distribution 441 oqj distribution 
44 ftC4 4C'44lWi 4TO 441 C44 41 ^4 ^^44 $“ ^i41 4t4 4*^14 441 

^4* ^»t5t^5 4$ distribution^r^ 4^) C4 corruption 4C4C5 4l«T 

C*N 441 414 41 I 4 4ft 4 ^ftft C4ftjftt^ C4t4%% & 1U4 rt, <5ft4 

C4t4»5f9 Cn 6 ^ paddy seeds distribution % ; 4C44SR 444 ^t4 ftprt 

^feC4t4 4f44 C4 414 ^ ^ifiRtC 6 ! 44 ftu^ I ^tft ^t5tC44 ^C4tr4 (TT^C^ 

S^tfVsi rtfll C4ftU5 ^414 C4, 4ft ft^f paddy seeds 4f441 C4 flW4t4 
ftC5l^ 4t4 ^4t4 (75tW 3 Co4t4, 4tt^T4 4^*1 I 44C44 SprfTUS *1 5TC44 

414 4tftf41 C4ftf4t4 C4, qf 5 a C4T4 /NO (7T4 44 I ^^fft Demonstrator 

4^C3 /n C44 <tf44H 4t4 ^ W4 C4tT44 address ef^fl] 4f%4Pot4 Sdfr® 

rt <il4v 5^ 4t4 ^ *\ ^4 C4tC44 address ^4* 4t4t4 5» 441 

ii!4<lt41 fifS 4^41 Secretariat^ 175 41^41 4t4fft ftvat^ft 4lk4 41 Govt. 

Chief Whip Mr. Fazlur Rahamanc4 ft? 4^' C4>ft4 44 ^? ftq$ 

Wl4t? I ^5^C4 4fT 4retrai4 4ft r ^ C^4l 4?C4 ^tTTC43 44 ft44 4C4f| I Sir, ^5T3 
•rfrotC 1 ^ ft4U C4» ^T }&88 ?s* 4C44 4t^ *t4TS'3 41T44 ^ ^Tt4t4 

ft&4 C¥t4 ^ 44 4t? i ^3 4:c44 fro c4, ^rr 4i4^fhi 4#r won 

Whip Mr. Rahaman ^?C5 ^44^ C4t4 ^54 'll? 4t? I Sir, WfTtf 
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fe Sstfetw ^rfroiRfR *ft * TOtrTOtft < ?rcTOtft TOrro *rtf% *n Sir, 
4$ 'aWTO fa TOW! TOfCS *ftf? W1 C?, Grot'S corruptions wfes wfaj * 
wi cww wTOTOc«r wrfeurocw toi st*fi oral r? * Sir, ^ fTOffi 
tri wwto* cwr* *$cots ^ TOtcr ^ stc* ^ i 4$ ?few ^ 
wTOtftrs m tow *tr sw TO, wwor www nrsf^r Ww3 wws w^cw *j\r i 
WSR TOFT TO TOR <ra I WW *ffSl TOASTS Wl , TO’3 ^1 TO331 TO 600 
\ooo ftwi *fwr? cwr$i f%#t tht i TO wrwr vfas wwtrr <ftw rfcs Ww wfe 
ww rew wff i TOf TO firo cro $wp?R ? to wrwi TOre to? totoTt wfers 
TOtw wwftwtw frwi fei wttot wfros TOft, toTO TOR ^rto 

ojWi few i 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, TOR ^ CTOR TO CWtWtTSR SW wffOR *R TOTO 
feftW^ I Wtfa 4W# fen 4TOT $0J* *T) Wfe TOtTO *T1 CT, C*TF*R S'TOi^W 
CWRfft *Hl ^ifs S* CbR, SSFfWRi tfof^) CTOWWl WW *PO ^RTFTW ^*ttfw$ frfWl- 

« TOre fag fag *m wfe wswTO cwtw tot wtfei wt<TO toto 

wfe i ^TOw tow wtfejR cw ft: ^ wrr fTO#t *lwu wfRs^R 
TOTOTOFtl TO C*fej <TOcTO CW TO C51WTP1 r^3 wfTRW TOt$ WfTO WtfTR 
to f%TOgtc*R i TO tosrr ^Tir^r *tfew wife's TO fa ? 

(At this sta^e the red lijrht having been lit the member resumed his seul.) 
Maulvi IDRI 8 AHMED MIA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, TO ^ CRR?f “irfipF 
■pn ^rT'3” ^ 5TW srrc i -t^rr ^rrs” ^ir^Kc^R ^ ^ 

w ^ ^ ^tj yn cti ttr *n i fVi 

<?r &w^i ct 'om <Rn? or >rra» « ^c«t^ ^tu$ i m 4hn 

4$ I^Ft&l ^T5 ^Rl ^!?F^R (R^'3131 TOT ^T5 | ^T OFtTR 

C?^h?T3 TOTN ?ft, ^mR’3 TOTt^t ^ I srffa ^TO^TC^ ^T»TTRt<f 

^rf% f%P? M. L. A , M. L. C.ft^ ^ ^r^rTOTT ^ TO! 4^ ^ 

TOT lWfel T^rr?T ^TRTI ^T^R I ^pTTtin f^-^TTTO)^ ^ 

w-ct? ^rt^rR 3 Pr^i cotf ^ ^ Prvi Tirm ^rfk^R i 

(R \5tOT ^F«fl (TTft^T Convocation 4 ^?n ctfa\fe*[ ^ ?t*t TOT ^1 | 

^rmoR ^rft ^rrm f^rcw fam ~- n c^tTOr Pr^i f^t?:^ ?ft wm^r ^ 

(Rt^rt^t TPR irtot HF/^rj Jit^r«f ft^t? tof ^ '3 f*f?<t Ttwf r 

C5ft T3R I ^ C*T JR 5?ft *ftf5 C 7 !^ f*rT=F STjRJ 

fro c^t& csrft *tft 6 f3 few m whr c^krr ntrj ^t^tR 

CFtr^ *ttER '3 C»r*l ?RR WTO5 ’fTOT ^ TOT1 W^R I JM\*\ WtCW 

CTOT W^T TO7W ^ ^o 6 f"C^ 6 &iT '3 f*f^ (T^ r 5 ’SfOtTOF 

SvftT TO I 4 $ TOt'-t W 5 RR TOT^i^T ^tRfa ’TOR TO 1 

^TOrR ^ (RlWt^R ^TtRR ^f*T fttSTC'R TORfe TO7T ^TRtSR fes *31 
TOS =5t^ CPRR tfTO ^RT*RT TO <W ‘<\m !?5R ’JWR 7R C*f*t 
3 ff^R 1 'd 3 <R 6 T? (Tll 3 t TO frTO SW ! ^ t t RtT 3 tffs TO 

WRR CHIO 3T 6 f r Wt^ttR 08110 ? Q \, fefnr %.7»II0 ?‘l TOTS M ^ c t, TO 
<JT1 ^n ^rt’TO TOf >0 ^1 4^? ^jfs # R WTO ^0 3T c f, ftTO T\<\t 

Wt^ltR W«t. TO) TOT3 k ^T 6 f TO 5TtrTO TOT 6 ^*f I 

^ITO tow wf^r ^n TO to wsflTOR fe? ctoc^i a w^ftTOi 
wfeTOwc^f 40^, <?& wpftTOr^w TO Tori *ftn to ^fc# wwi cto? TOc?r 
33 
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Ttf* tot carfare ^ftf% <w litcft fttift entires T otro 

wfa *tfv *ftw <w *ivf<7te %ro *mrw i <si *n retort <[fcr 
irat^ii ftfc, <^n c*r c*td> *rrifr *i*ts *n* ^n, strs fctn ^rfc, 

^tcra cWtfcft tf* ftfe ?c?r$ tsfin fir tot oooisoo fctn trfo cwt^ sTt*r* 

qppt firpf vfo ftTft wft m W? ? ^fcttTo a fct*1 CrKTO <5fo 2ffo 

*ft$ ^ ^tsf ^1 ^ 5H <3tTOT THU31 (?«1 I 

c^hi ?K*Tfa utft ^rfar rtr=r^ ^ *s ^t r ft 7 5K : s ^ toi i 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should first like to give replies to some of the points 
that have been raised in the course of the debate. Regarding long-term 
planning for agriculture Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, 
has raised the point and he has said “there is nothing in the budget to 
show that there has been any attempt at long-term planning for agricul- 
ture”. Sir, I must say at the very outset that long-term planning is not 
possible unless, first of all, there is a machinery for collection of statistics 
which is not at all in existence in Bengal and has never been in existence 
before. The reason of it to a great extent is the land system in Bengal. 
On account of the existing land system, 1 mean permanent settlement, 
nobody takes any care to see as to what is the condition of agriculture or 
'what; crops we get from year to year and season to season. Sir, I had 
promised that “within three months we were going to see that a machinery 
is set up for the collection of agricultural statistics”. I want to say that 
true to my promise to the European Party I drew up a scheme and placed 
it before the Finance Department, but unfortunately they considered this 
scheme to be too ambitious and returned it to us for revising it, so that they 
could see their way to approve of the scheme. Sir, 1 have revised the 
scheme and it will be going to the Finance Department again within a 
few days. I hope now w r e will be able to set up a machinery within a 
short time. 1 

Sir, in this connection I want to say something about random sampling 
to which reference has been made by Mr. Rirtzel and also Dr. Sanval. 
I fully agree with Dr. Sanyal that random sampling will not be suitable 
for the collection of proper statistics of different seasons and different 
areas. We are going to collect statistics of every village, every union and 
every thana. Random sampling will be a good thing where the statistics 
are required of the province as a whole. The larger the area the result will 
be more correct, and the smaller the area, random sampling will be liable 
to more inaccuracies, and it will not at all be of any use if the unit is a 
union or a village. We want to know in which village which crop has 
. been grown to what extent and in which season. Sir, we have decided that 
we must have a complete set of crop statistics every year and for that we 
are going to utilise our rural development staff. Over P.L.A’s. we will 
only appoint a few supervisors in order to check their work. I think by 
that means we shall be able to get the correct statistics corrected up to 
date, and when we will be in possession of such statistics, we will be able 
to draw up long-term planning for agriculture. 

Sir, so long Bengal has been favoured by nature. AVe have been 
depending on the bounties of nature and we have never therefore cared to 
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go in for any scientific improvement in agriculture. But now the popula- 
tion has increased. We have now come to a point when we must see that 
the yield is increased in respect of paddy and other crops by adopting 
scientific methods. We can no longer merely depend on the bounties of 
nature. 

As regards the increase in population Mr. Hirtzel has stated that w* 
must increase the yield per acre. Not only that but we have to look to 
many other thing*. We have to plan out as to what crop and to what 
extent we should grow. We should be going in probably for increase in 
the area under potato which gives 15 times more yield than paddy. One 
acre under potato will give 150 maunds of potato whereas the same land 
will yield only 10 maunds of rice. If we want to meet the needs of grow- 
ing population of Bengal we will have to go in for increase in the area 
under potato. We will have to think of other crops also. 

Then 1 come to Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Ohowdhurv's cut 
motion as regards the reclamation of forest lands. I find that 01,000 acres 
of land have been allowed to be reclaimed from the reserved forests and 
the protected area since 1005. If he wants more land to be brought under 
cultivation I think lie should approach the proper authorities. If he fails 
there then he should approach the Forest Minister direct. 

A« regards wider distribution of improved seeds of sugarcane 1 think, 
Sir, that the department has already decided that Co. 21 d should no longer 
be allowed to be grown. We have gone in for Co. 421 and 527. hast year 
about 125,000 maunds of cuttings of this new type were to he distributed 
but for want of transport facilities we could not do so. This year also 
there has been a breakdown iii the railway transport facilities, and we do 
not think we will be able to get through this year’s programme, viz., 
distribution of 128,000 maunds of seeds. Braeticalls , the department has 
decided that we must have a separate sugarcane farm in Cent ml Bengal 
somewhere in the Bajshahi Division and that we should have requisite 
special staff for it. A scheme has been drawn lip and it will be placed 
before the Sugar Board which will deal with the matter and finally 
decide. I think in the near future we will have real sugarcane staff 
engaged in the work of increasing the production of sugarcane. 

I now come to the question of mischief done to the jute-growers by the 
fixation of minimum and maximum prices, and fixation of acreage of 8 
annas. Last year also the acreage was 8 annas, and we have not increased 
the last year’s quota. Jute is the monopoly crop of Bengal. It is feared 
that if it is not supplied in reasonable quantities various substitutes are 
bound to come into the market and jute may meet with the same fate as 
that of Indigo. That would be highly detrimental to the economic life of 
the province, and will be nothing short of a calamity. 

Jute is needed for military purposes. The fate of India and particularly 
of Bengal is closely linked up with that of the Allies, and Bengal must 
in her own* interest produce a reasonable quantity of jute to support the 
war effort. 

Bengal has been and is still being very generously assisted with food 
supplies from other provinces and abroad. If we want others to help us we 
, owe it as a duty to ourselves to help those others with what they cannot 
produce by themselves. # 



514 


DEMAND FOE GRANTS. 


[27th Maech, 


Jute is grown in just 2 annas area of paddy. That means that while 
one or two annas will make all the difference of supply of jute its effect on 
paddy supply will not at all be serious. We have more than 37 lakhs of 
acres of cultivable waste lands in Bengal, a portion of which may make up 
for the loss. We shall be able to make up the loss which we would incur 
in respect of paddy on account of one or two annas more cultivation of 
jute. But still we strove .hard and fought tooth and nail for securing a 
better and more reasonable price for our jute-growers, but we had ulti- 
mately to come to an amicable settlement in the interest of our cultivators 
themselves. The House may not be aware that under Defence of India 
Rules, as jute is a war material the Government of India can force cultiva- 
tion of jute up to any extent and can also fix the maximum price whatever 
they like. If we had not come to any amicable settlement the result would 
have been that maximum price would have been fixed, and acreage also 
would have been fixed without any fixation of' any minimum or guarantee 
of purchase of all the unsold jute. By securing the minimum price and 
the guarantee for purchase of all the unsold jute at the minimum price 
we have achieved something which should be appreciated by the reasonable 
section of the people. The jute-growers will no longer be at the mercy of 
the speculators. They know definitely where they stand. Knowing that 
if they have to make some sacrifice for the larger interests of the country 
they should not grudge. 

As regards tree distribution of manure and seeds, etc., we have distri- 
buted manure and seeds of all kinds at concessional rates with the result 
that Government are going to incur a loss of nearly Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 lakhs. 
Absolutely free distribution was not made because if that is attempted it 
will demoralise tlie people. We wdll distribute seeds at concessional rates 
in order to help the poor agriculturists who are hard pressed and in 
difficulties. 

* Regarding “Grow More Food Propaganda ', a good deal has been said 
in respect of this — that nothing has been achieved. I know, Sir, and 

everybody else, who is a member of this House, knows that our Agriculture 

Department is absolutely starved. Our staff is hopelessly inadequate. We 
find it impossible to meet the abnormal situation with this staff. Yet we 
did our best. Last year we bad to appoint temporary staff for distribution 
of Oman paddy seeds and other seeds. At the last moment we had to take 
sanction. The last Ministry did not care to take sanction for this. After 
our taking over charge in April, 1943, we took sanction and had to purchase 
and distribute everything in a month. How could you expect better results 
out of that? Here and there there might have been some mistakes made. 
The purchase nud distribution was done in great hurry and at a short notice. 
The temporary staff were not used to do work of such dimensions. (A 
voice: What about this year?) We bad already taken sanction in the 
month of December for seeds which we would have to distribute in the 

month of April. Seed store houses have been set up in every subdivision 

for storage of seeds. Seeds are being distributed and will be distributed. 
It has been said that the “Grow More Food” campaign has failed. 
Nobody is more alive than 1 am to the shortcomings and defects of this 
department. B,ut I must say that in spite of those shortcomings *ve havej 
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got a record acreage under aman and aus y and we have got a bumper crop. 
We* have got a record acreage under vegetables and under sweet potato. 
But for that a large number of people would have died. (A voice: 
Question.) That is the sense of the whole country. Even from the Opposi- 
tion benches we have heard that this year we have got a bumper crop. 
These are facts which cannot be denied. 

As regards the Development Commissioner and his staff T have to say 
one word. I have already said that the Agriculture Department is starved 
for want of officers. I wanted that the “Grow More Food” campaign 
should not be merely a paper scheme, but that it must materialise. That 
is why I was anxious that there should be a staff whose duty it would be 
to see that instructions issued by the Agriculture Department are actually 
translated into action. 

Sir, 1 have taken only District Development Officers under whom I have 
placed the entire jute staff. It will be their business to collect statistics; 
they will prepare schemes regarding every particular union qnd thana and 
these will have to he examined by us and then it will he possible for us to 
state definitely what area we have to reclaim and what area will have to 
be brought under new crop and all these things we will he aide to do, wo 
hope, when the new staff which have been appointed only six weeks ago, 
will submit their report. You cannot expect anything from this staff 
within six weeks. I do not pretend to he a magician so that with a 
magician’s wand I could transform the whole country in one night. But 
I can assure the House that no one is more anxious than l am to see that 
agriculture of the whole province is developed properly. 

From what I have stated in reply to the specific cut motions it will 
appear under what trying circumstances the present Ministry had to work 
and how promptly they took upon themselves the task of purchase and 
distribution of seeds and manures of all kinds. The task was a huge one. 
There was a province-wide demand for seeds on loan. The staff was 
inadequate and unused to handle” wrfrks of such magnitude. Just think 
seeds worth nearly a crore had to be given out as loan at concession rates. 
The Government loss on account of concession given will amount to 30 to 
40 lakhs of rupees. Hut, generally speaking, in spite of the gigantic 
nature of the work and apparent disadvantages, the staff did their best 
with the result that the country got a record acreage and bumper crop not 
only from a us and a man but also in respect of vegetables and sweet potato, 
which went a long wav in easing the food situation. 

The “Grow More Food” campaign was more or less a paper campaign. 
The present Ministry realised that an adequate staff was necessary for 
making the campaign a success and therefore organised the Development 
Department. The department has just started work with the help of Jute 
Regulation staff and it is hoped bv the next cold weather we will be in 
possession of all necessary information regarding each and every union 
for drawing up a programme of systematic and methodical work for 
reclaiming' waste lands, increasing yield, introducing new crops, and 
protecting crops from ravages of water-hyacinth, etc. We also expect to 
have a seed store in every jute circle where we propose to store best seeds 
of every* crop. We have also got ready a scheme for seasonal collection of 
agricultural crop statistics after field to field inspection and it will be 
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before the Cabinet within a few weeks. Without such statistics it is 
impossible to devise planned agriculture. 

If Bengal is to meet the demand of fooil of its ever increasing popula- 
tion it must go in for extensive cultivation of potatoes and sweet potatoes 
which gives fifteen times more yield than that of rice. We must have a 
larger area for such crops in every union and if we start work with such 
planning we hope to overcome the demon of starvation once for all and 
for ever. 

We have been doing everything possible to conserve our cattle popula- 
tion and also to replenish it by importing from adjoining provinces. We 
are allowing loans liberally to our poorer agriculturists for purchase of 
cattle. We are going to reorganise the whole Agriculture Department 
with a view to staff it with adequate and efficient staff, and with that 
object in view we havtf brought a Professor of Agriculture of great 
eminence from the Punjab. We will, if necessary, go to other and distant 
countries for bringing men who may render us real assistance in developing 
our agariculture. In short we are determined, Inshallahtala, to leave 
nothing undone which is humanly possible for developing the agriculture 
of our country and making Bengal a self-supporting and prosperous 
country as it once used to be. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra (iupta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture’’ be 
reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Patiram Roy that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” he reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ashutosh Lahiri that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agiiculture” he reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” he reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, that 
the demand of Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- 
culture” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmad Chowdhury that the 
demand of R$. 1,29,61,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agri- ■ 
culture** be reduced bv Rs. 100. was then nut and lost_ 
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'Tie motion of Rni Harendra Natli Chaudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29,51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” he 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 
Rs. 1,29.51,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain that a sum of Rs. 1,29,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “40 — Agriculture”, was then put and agreed to. 

' 41— Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs. 8, ‘10,000 be grunted for expenditure under the head 
“41 — Veterinary". 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, I beg ft) move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,80,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to provide remedy for cattle diseases. 

Sir, this is a question which is very vital not only for the agriculturists 
but also for the Government in their attempt to grow more food but 
looking at the budget figure we are disappointed to find that the same 
figure is continuing. In the Red Book it has been shown that the small 
increase is due mainl\ to higher cost of fodder and cattle. 1 want to 
know from the Government what steps do they contemplate to take in order 
to combat this fell disease prevalent amongst cattle in Bengal. 

Dr. COBINDA«CHANDRA BHAWMIK: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,80,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” 
be reduced b\ Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion 
about failure of Government to save the cattle from the epidemic. 

rfsrft tot* c^ti yw i 

Epidemic^ *pni'3 CTfa TFTT1 ^T) I 

1>N rnR$ I (7J -Y&SR C * I CWfk WTT m 

^1 I 4 “Grow more food campaign" sucessful cVftTS 

oti-srrffer 5^1% cTftcs st*, *mi3ra Tlf'ts CTfars r, 

mes I TTl V3T5 *m» ’OT M ^ | Ttfw 4 * 

Assembly^ OT? ^45 Veterinary 

Departments -ITT ^ I 4 $ Department 4C<F«1 fC* failure I ^54* 

'srtfir 'dsfcfV'A’Tta vfan T 5fa cuh OFfacs 1 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 8,80,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — 
Veterinary” be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise 

a discussion about the maladministration in the Bengal Veterinary College, 
Belgachia, and the arbitrary dismissal and suspension of officers of the 
permanent cadre. 

Sir, owing to shortness of time I will confine myself to the last part of 
my motion and I shall draw the attention of the House to the glaring 
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injustice done whimsically and arbitrarily to an officer of the Veterinary 
College. During the general discussion of the budget I referred to this 
case and today I place the facts before the House. This officer, Mr. N. G. 
Mukherjee by name, a lecturer of the Veterinary College, has been 
arbitrarily and whimsically dismissed without drawing up any proceeding 
whatsoever against him, without framing any charge against him, without 
giving an opportunity to this gentleman to explain his conduct or explain 
himself. Sir, he was an assistant lecturer in the Subordinate Veterinary 
Service under the control of the Veterinary Adviser to the Government of 
Bengal. The Veterinary Adviser to the Government of Bengal was the 
appointing authority. He would certainly, if he were in that capacity, 
deal with this matter, but, Sir, this officer who was removed from service 
arbitrarily w r as a lecturer of the Veterinary College and this Veterinary 
Adviser to the Government of Bengal had no hand in it because Govern- 
ment was the appointing authority and it was Government alone who could 
dismiss this officer. By Notification No. 1 Veterinary, dated the 5th 
January, 194J, this officer w r as appointed as lecturer of the college. Since 
then there was no other notification published by Government reverting 
this officer to the rank of assistant lecturer and 1 do not know how there w r as 
the authority on the part of the Veterinary Adviser to dismiss him. 

This officer applied for leave for three months* from the 1st of September 
and he was allowed to go on leave in anticipation of the Government order. 
Government asked him to appear before the Medical Board to get a certi- 
ficate. He did appear before the Medical Board and he submitted day-to- 
day reports to the \ e terin ary College and got acknowledgment receipts. 
But what wu*h the order of dismissal? That he flouted the Government 
order and that he did not appear before the Medical Rpard. It was not a 
fact and this order of dismissal was illegal, ultra vires and the Minister 
himself without going into the allegations, without taking any evidence 
also noted on a letter written fjy Mr. Fazlur Rahman, m.l.a., of the Govern- 
ment Party to him on the 22nd June that he also has got complaints against 
this officer. Sir, the judgment was passed before taking evidence against 
this officer. Sir, the Hon ’hie Minister served under the Government of 
Bengal and he was a trying Magistrate. He knew the rule of law that 
pronouncement of judgment should be after taking evidence, after hearing 
the accused. That was not done because, as I said the other day, this 
officer was not in the good book of the Assistant Secretary of the depart- 
ment who is a brother-in-law of the son of the Minister and there was a 
vile conspiracy between this Assistant Secretary, the Principal of the 
College and the Veterinary Adviser to the Government. For this vile 
conspiracy this officer had to go and the Minister by his conduct gets 
himself implicated in the conspiracy. 

Sir, the case of this officer was recommended for confirmation in the 
post and the file was referred to the Public Service Commission, and the 
Public Service Commission when submitting the report recorded that he 
was not only fit for this lower veterinary grade but he was fit for higher 
veterinary grade. Sir,, he was an officer of the gazetted rank and it waa 
Government alone who could dismiss him, but that was not done. An 
officer was appointed in his place by Government without scrutinising the 
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fact whether the dismissal was right or wrong ^ and the defect has been 
detected in the Finance Department. The newly appointed gentleman has 
not been paid for four months. I would therefore request the Hon’ble 
Minister to scrutinise the file from top to bottom and remove this illegal 
order and reinstate him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Us. 8,30,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary 0 be reduced 
by Rs. 100 in order to raise a discussion about the maladministration of the 
department and the inability of the department to improve the livestock 
position in the province. 

With regard to the maladministration part of it my previous speaker 
ha^ already laid very clearly the charges which 1 also had in view. The 
officers of the department are living constantly in fear of some interfer- 
ence by an enthusiastic M.L.A. and it appears that without enquiry into 
the allegation steps are being taken by the departmental superiors and it 
is very difficult to understand why all this is done. It is not merely with 
regard to one officer as has been pointed out by Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed 
Khondkar but 1 find there are series of officers who have been similarly 
treated. This requires very careful investigation. While this has been 
the case with regard to some of tin* very able and expert officers of the 
department, it appears that so far as the head of the department is con- 
cerned serious charges have been laid against him, but no action appears 
to have been taken either to investigate into those charges or to bring him 
to book. 

With regard to the other part of my motion, I would invite the Hon’ble 
Minister’s attention to the deterioration in the conditions of livestock in 
the province particularly with regard to the fighting of cattle diseases for 
which members of different sections of this House have already in vited^his 
attention. The system that was originally in vogue was changed and the 
entire Veterinary ifcpartment was provincialised. It is time, Sir, that 
this provincialised department be expanded with a larger number of duly 
qualified persons and if this has to lie done the education of our youngmen 
in veterinary science has to be expanded too. It appears that there is great 
paucity of qualified men in the province and even from outside it is not 
possible to get a number of qualified men overnight and therefore I submit, 
Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister will do well to look into the possibility of 
increasing the number of duly qualified veterinary surgeons for the 
province by improving the conditions and teachhig of the Veterinary 
College. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I have only a few wrords to speak in reply. A definite charge has been 
made as regards maladministration in the Veterinary College, Belgachia, 
and arbitrary dismissal and suspension of officers. As regards dismissal of 
the officer referred to, Government had nothing to do with it. I think the 
head of^he department has passed the order for dismissal and if the officer 
is aggrieved he is quite at liberty to file an appeal to the Secretary and the 
Secretary is competent to deal with the matter. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: 
He has already done it, I understand. The Public Service Commission has 
•aid that the appeal is justified.) 
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Mr. SPEAKERS That^is another matter. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUA7ZAMUDDIN HOSAINj 

He may have gone to the Public Service Commission. The Government 
has nothing to do with it. When a reference has been made about 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman’s note, I may say that Mr. Rahman sent the note to 
tne. I made certain enquiries about the officer in question and it was 
found that he was a discharged officer of the C.S.P.C.A. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: How many years ago?) I do not know that exactly, but many 
years ago. Jn the covering note it was stated: “We are surprised to find 
a man of such nature being taken in as a lecturer of the Veterinary 
College.” That was all. I considered whether he was actually competent 
to be a lecturer of the college. That was the only thing with which I was 
concerned. As regards the complaint against the Director of Veterinary 
the petition of complaint was sent to the Veterinary Adviser for report, 
but the report was never received, it never saw the light of the day. 

* As regards the general complaint that Government has done nothing 
to check cattle disease, I may say that whenever we get reports of cattle 
epidemics the epidemic staff at the headquarters are mobilised and also 
district and divisional officers are sent out to check the epidemic, and 
everything possible is done. I admit that here also the department is 
understaffed and requires expansion. As mentioned by Dr. Sanyal not 
only the department but the college also requires improvement to a very 
great extent. 1 find that the college is not very popular now-a-days. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: How can it be popular if you send away the 
popular officers?) We must get the right type of men in the college. In 
passing I may say that in order to check epidemics we have already got 
a scheme of mass inoculation for prevention of cattle disease, and this will 
be before the Cabinet very soon and we have also introduced a Bill in the 
Council for checking epidemics by taking steps against spread of cattle 
disease. So, it cannot be said that we are unaware t>f the situation; we 
are doing all that is possible to do under the present circumstances. 

The motion of Mr. Upendra Nath Barman that the demand of 
Rs. 8,30,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be 
reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawmik that the demand of 
Rs. 8,30,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. ^hamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 8,30,000 for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr, Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 8,30,000 
for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain that a sum of Rs. 8,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head “41 — Veterinary”, was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
28th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembl\ met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
28th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Sykd Nu’sher An, in the Chair) 10 
Hon ’hie Ministers and 204 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Petitions for grant of family allowance from certain security prisoners. 

•198. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that security prisoners Bubus Makhanlal Misrn, 
Durgesh Chandra Bhattaeharjee and Nirmal Kanta Sen of Dacca at present 
detained in the Buxa Special Reserve Jail, have sent several petitions to the 
Government for the grant of their family allowance hut have received no 
replies as yet? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the date of their petitions ; and 

(ii) the reasons for not sending any replies as yet? 

(r) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(i) they were ail earning members of their families before their arrest#; 

(«) Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen was the main helping hand to his old father 
in procuring cases for their Life Insurance agency business and 
was also earning from private tuition ; 

(iii) Babu Nirmal Kanta Son has got a large number of family members 

including his two unmarried sisters to maintain ; and 

(iv) Babu Makhan Lai Misra has no relation or friend who can maintain 

his helpless old widowed mother? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’hle Minister 
considering the desirability of granting family allowances to them? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the lion hie Minister he 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Petitions for grant of family allowance 
were received from these security prisoners and replies thereto huve been 
given. 

(b) ( i ) Petitions of Babu Makhanlal Misra are dated 9th November, 1942, 
25th January, 1943, and 18th March, 1943; those of Babu Durgesh Chandra 
Bhattaeharjee are dated the 2nd February, 1943, 28th February, 1943, 
4th May, 1943, 25th June, 1943, and 2nd August, 1943; and those of Babu 
Nirmal Kanta Sen are dated the 5th October, 1942, 27th April, 1943, 12th 
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June, 1943, 22nd August, 1943, 22nd July, 1943, 29th September, 1943, 13ft 
October, 1943, and 16th November, 1943. 

(it) Does not arise. 

( c ) (t) No, except Babu Durgesh Chandra Bhattacharjee, 

(it) No. 

(tit) He has six members including the two sisters. 

(iv) My information is that the widow is his foster mother and she geta 
a family allowance of Rs.30 per month on account of her nephew Security 
Prisoner Babu Kshitish Chandra Mukherji. 

(d) and (e) Babu I>urgesh Chandra Bhattacharjee has been granted a family 
allowance of Rs.30 per month. Babus Makhan Lai Misra and Nirmal Kanta 
Sen have not been granted any family allowance as their families have not 
been deprived of any legitimate source of income by their arrest and deten- 
tion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: 'With reference to answer («), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to inform the House how long did it take 
Government to reply to the petition of Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (c) (?.?), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of making 
fresh enquiries and revising the answers if I can give him definite informa- 
tion that Balm Nirmal Kanta Sen was earning at the time of his arrest by 
tuition and life insurance business? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The informal ion of Government 
is that by the arrest and detention of Balm Nirmal Kanta Sen there was 
no loss to the family. His family consists of fi members of whom his 
father and his two brothers are all earning members. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ilun’ble Minister kindly 
tell us if it is not the policy of Government to grant a family allowance if 
by detention of u prisoner his family has been deprived of the income he 
was earning? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If a f amily has been deprived of 
any income by the arrest and detention of a security prisoner then it is 
the Government policy to grant family allowance. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I n view* of the answer just now 
given, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that a fresh enquiry 
should be started when one member gives definite information that this 
particular security prisoner (Babu Nirmal Kanta Sen) was earning and 
that by his detention his family had been deprived of the earning which 
Babu Nirmal Kanta. Sen was contributing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that he was not an earning member before his arrest, but as one honour- 
able meptber of this House says that he is in a position to state that he 
was an earning member, certainly Government will enquire into it. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the principle on which family allowances are 
given to eecurity prisoners? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: I think that the policy of 
Government with regard to the grant of family allowances to security 
prisoners has been explained several times in this House. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to let us know whether it is the policy of the Government of Bengal 
to allow family allowances to such prisoners as though not earning any- 
thing at the time of arrest might have earned something in the meantime 
during the period of their detention? / 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: In some exceptional cases family 
allowances are granted b\ Government on compassionate grounds even if a 
security prisoner was not earning anything. But, as 1 said, that is not the 
general policy . 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference fo the answer just now 
given that two brothers of Balm Nirmal Kanta Sen are earning, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is their occupation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: I want notice. 

Promotion in Calcutta Polioe. 

•199. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
in the year 1943-44 there have been cases of promotion from the rank of the 
Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police to the rank of Sub-Inspector of Police bo 
far as the Calcutta Police is concerned ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Uon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many — 

(t) Muslims; and 

(it) Hindus 

have been so promoted ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): Yes. Four promotions were made in 1943 and all the 
promotees were Hindus** No promotion has yet been made during this 
year. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any cases of seniormost officers have been 
disregarded so far as these promotions are concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: I want notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether of these 4 promotions there was any Scheduled 
Caste officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: No, Sir. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon Tile Minister be pleased 
to state whether in the matter of promotion the principle of communal ratio 
is totally ignored? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS The policy underlying promotion 
is that it depends on merit and seniority. Inequalities in the number of 
officers belonging to different communities are redressed in making direct 
recruitments. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED. In view of the fact that there are 
candidates possessing minimum qualifications required to fill the communal 
ratio, will the HonTde Minister be pleased to see that employees without 
apy major punishments are promoted at the time of making promotions to 
make up the communal ratio? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl! In the matter of promotion 

Communal Itatio Rules are not taken seriously into consideration. If there 
is any inequality it is redressed at the |ime of making direct recruitment. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL' HAMID: Will the HonTde Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to recruit 2 more 
Muslim ^Sub-Inspectors in view of these 4 promotions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: Communal Ratio Service Rules 

are strictly observed by this Government in the matter of direct 
recruitments. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the HonTde Minister be 

pleased to state who is the appointing authority in the case of promotion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: The Commissioner of Police. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’blo Minister be 

pleased to state whether there were any Muslims whose claims were 
overlooked ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: I want notice. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether lie will consider the desirability of looking into 
the matter if the cases of Muslims have been overlooked? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question has already been answered. 

Maulvi AHMED ALl MRIDHA: With regard to the last portion of 
the answer that no promotion has yet been made during this year, will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to see that the *tses of deserving Muslim 
candidates for promotion are not overlooked? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: If there are Muslim officers who 
are qualified for promotion certainly their cases will be fully considered. 

Maulvi AHMED ALl MRIDHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
even when there are suitable Muslim candidates fit for promotion, the 
superior officers prepare their service record in such a way, if there are non- 
Muslim candidates, as to shut out all promotion from them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the principle of Communal Ratio Rules will be observed in the 
case of promotion also in future? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALl: The Communal Ratio Rules do 
not apply in the case of promotions. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Death of a security prisoner in Berhampore 8peeial «lail. 

95. Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether — 

(t) a security prisoner at the Berhampore Special Jail died recently 
(within about three months last) without previous illness; and 
( ti ) the said prisoner received injuries in the hands of warders imme- 
diately before his death? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state the nature of such injuries and the post mortem 
report about the cause of his death ? 

(r) Will the Hnn'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the name and description of the said prisoner and the period of his 
detention ; 

(if) the circumstances that led to his death; 

(/?»> whether any case has been started against any one in connection 
with his death; and 

(iv) whether any official or non-official enquiry has been made? 

* (d) If the answer to (c) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state the report of such enquiry? 

(e , Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
non-uflicial visitor to the said jail? 

(f) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state bis name? 

( 9 . If the answer to (e) is in the negative, will the Ilon’blo Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A Chief Head Warder and 
a criminal security prisoner met their deaths in this Jail in circumstances 
which are new the subject of judicial proceedings. 

(h\ (c) (ii) and (d) No. The matter is sub-judice. 

(c) (i) Criminal security prisoner Ananta Pandey; period of detention 
indefinite. 

(Hi) and (iv) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(/, Does not arise. 

(fj) The matter escaped attention. The Commissioner of the Division has 
now been asked to make the necessary appointment. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I 
find that one summary answer seems to dispose of the bulk of the questions 
put by saying that the matter is sub-judice. The post-mortem, report is a 
matter which cannot be sub-judice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. But what is your point of 
order? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my point is that I wanted 
to know certain specific matters. But so far as the question of sub-judice 
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is concerned, it arises only if there is anything which relates to the case. 
If there is any offender who has been brought under trial, then only the 
matter can be said to be gub-judice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point? You are not satisfied with the 
answer, but I am sorry, I cannot help you. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, besides the fact that most 
of the questiorfe are answered unsatisfactorily, this question has not been 
answered at all. That is my point. 

Mf. SPEAKER: The question has been put and an answer has been 
given according to practice. If you are not satisfied with the answer, 
you can elicit further information by putting supplementary questions. 

Mf. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the nature of the sub-judice matter and who 
were the parties in the case under dispute? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter regarding the occur- 
rence that took place in the jail is sub- jit dice. 

Mf. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Has anybody been prosecuted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T w'ant notice. 

Mf. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What are the materials before 
the Hon’ble Minister for observing that the matter is sub-judice ? And 
who are the parties in the case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter is sub-judicc because 
the Government know that it is so. 

Mf. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of any person who is a complainant and of any person who is an accused 
in this incident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Since it appears that both the 
parties in the affray are dead, who is the person who has been prosecuted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. « 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the report of the doctor regarding the injuries 
received by the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not in a position to state 
that now, as I have already said the matter is sub-judice. 

Mr.. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any Executive Officer, as required under the Jail 
Code, has been deputed for holding an enquiry? If so, who is that 
officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: An enquiry was held. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: By whom? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is in a position to give replies to any supple- 
mentary questions relating to the incident that occurred? 
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MMti Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* Y», I am. But I am' not pro- 

pared to disclose any information which is under examination or which is 
iub-jud-ice. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 9EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to agree to holding up this question pending further enquiry into 
the question ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is for the Speaker to decide. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, may I appeal to you to 
hold over this question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But he has answered the question. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, in view of the seriousness 

of the case all that I w’ant to have is information which is out-side the case 
which is sub~jvdice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Why not then give a separate 

notice? If the honourable member gives a notice, the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge will be prepared to answer the question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long this jail bus been in existence? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: When was the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister first drawn to the fact that there was no non-official 
visitor in respect of this jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was brought to the notice of 
the Government when the question was received. This was a special jail 
and was not treated as a central jail, and therefore the matter was' over- 
looked. Under section 50 of the Jail Code it is necessary to appoint non- 
official visitors, but it was overlooked in this case. But since notice was 
received, steps have been taken by Government to appoint non-official 
visitors. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Without prejudice to the 
hypothetical or speculative cases that may or may not be in existence, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the story that has reached 
the Government in connection with this incident that has resulted in two 
deaths? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No story reached Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Any version that has come to 
the Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is only the official report. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: What is the report? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have already said, I do not 
think that it should be disclosed at this stage. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: What are the reasons for which 
the report received should not be disclosed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because the matter is sub~judice. 

34 
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Judgment of Hon’ble High Court and proposed legislation for amendment of 
law on the subject. 

96. Mr. A6HUT08H LAHIRY: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department been drawn to a judgment of 
the Hon’ble High Court delivered on the 20th January, 1944, in the case of 
Bah<idursing Singh versus Sanyasi Charan Ghosh wherein it has been held that 
arrest and detention in jail of a judgment-debtor in addition to attachment 
and sale of his property is legal ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of bringing in legislation to change the law on the 
subject? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): Yes. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the answer “Yes” refers to question (a) or, question (b)? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: To both (a) and ( b ). 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the provincial Government has got any power to amend the Civil 
Procedure Code? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: These come under rules made by the nigh Court. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when he intends to bring forward a legislation for this purpose? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: As soon as possible. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be more 
specific as to when he will bring in the new legislation? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Probably in the next session of the 
Assembly. 

Enquiry regarding Hunger-strike in the Rajshahi Central Jail. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I have received definite infor- 
mation that, seventeen security prisoners have resorted to hunger-strike in 
the Rajshahi Central Jail and that one of them has been transferred to the 
Medical College for treatment. I now want to know from the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister what is the reason for the recent hunger-strike and also if 
the Government has taken any step to induce the prisoners to give up the 
hunger-strike. The hunger-strike began on the 20th March. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister is absent today. He went to Rajshahi and he knows the entire 
position. If the honourable member will press his question when the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister will be present I think he will get a reply. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I not in the meantime 
request the Parliamentary Secretary to make enquiries of the Home Depart- 
ment officers some of whom are present here? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole point is this. This is something which 
has been brought to the notice of Government just now here in this House 
and the Parliamentary Secretary has said what he has got to say. What 
ottos will say it is not for me to direct. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We are only requesting the 

Government through you, Sir, to let us know the actual situation with 
regard to this serious matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best course in a matter of this descrip- 
tion is that a statement should be made and the Leader of the House may 
make that statement. However, that has not been done and it is now open 
to Government to do what they think necessary. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This matter, Sir, came up before 
the House on an earlier occasion aud an assurance was given at that time 
and particularly it was stated that there was no information of hunger 
strike at all. But in view of the recent information placed before the 
House by an honourable member I think it is Government’s duty to fully 
enquire into the matter and satisfy us that there is no cause for anxiety.. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Yes, that will be done; I have 
taken a note of it. 

DEMAND FOR CRANT8. 

XVII. —Irrigation, etc. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of II is Excellency the Governor T beg to move that a sum of 
Bs. 1,49,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII — 
Irrigation — Working Expenses — bS — Other Revenue Expenditure financed 
from Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed 
from Famine Insurance Fund — 10 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 68 — Constructin of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works.” 

Maharajadhiraja UDAY CHAND MAHTAB Bahadur, of Burdmran: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Its. 1,49,13,000 for 
expenditure under thp heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.” be reduced b.V 
Rs. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about emergency 
irrigation schemes in connection with “Grow More Food” campaign. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, irrigation and food arc of paramount importance for 
the rebuilding of our national life in this province. The gravity of the 
food problem has been evidenced in a magnified form by the great calamity 
which now stares us in the face, the scarcity from which millions in Bengal 
are suffering even now, has not only stirred public opinion abroad' but is 
hampering the war effort in the East. I do not think there is anyone in 
this House or outside who does not realise the deplorable conditions 
prevailing in this province. If Bengal is to be saved from ruin and 
disaster, both her net crop areas under cultivation and acreage produce 
must be increased. This problem is vitally connected with irrigation. 
Proper schemes for resuscitating dead and dying rivers and having irriga- 
tion canals in areas which normally produce us no crops are absolutely 
essential. 

Sir, most of tbe work of the Irrigation Department is concerned with 
piecemeal improvement of waterways and drainage channels which is very 
unsatisfactory. There has been a consistent demand from all sections of 
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the House, year after year, for the resuscitation of the dying and decadent 
rivers in various parts of the province. The necessity and importance of 
the subject has been admitted by this and previous Governments. But 
what is it that has stood in our way? It had been said by previous 
Governments that it was the question of finance that stood in the way. 
But the financial position of Bengal has remained unchanged since the time 
of Warren Hastings and unless we can show a united front the pious wishes 
and benevolent schemes of any Government in power in this province will 
remain a dead letter for ever. Can the Government take up seriously any 
elaborate scheme with its present finance? If not, I am sure the Minister 
in charge will inform the House what steps are going to be taken to get 
money for such schemes. Schemes and projects cannot be worked out on 
the plea of such phrases as “abnormal cost”, “prohibitive cost”, etc. I 
hope the Hon’ble Minister on behalf of the whole Ministry would not remind 
us that this year’s budget has been framed under the stress and strain of 
war conditions. 

Sir, recently I had occasion to preside over an expert committee where 
I was informed by one of the members from the Punjab that they are going 
to start building one of the highest reservoir dams in the world imme- 
diately, war or no war. What is our Government going to do with regard 
to the unanimous recommendations of the Damodar Flood Enquiry 
Committee? Are they going to preserve it as a relic or do they propose to 
act on the proposals before the next rains to prevent a recurrence of what 
happned last year? Since 1850 when the Government took over the 
zemindary portion of the Damodar embankments and abandoned the left 
embankment for the protection of the railway lines, the Grand Trunk Itoad 
and the Port of Calcutta, proposals have come and proposals have gone, but 
the floods have gone on for ever uncontrolled. 

In the Tennessee valley in the Dnited States of America, one over- 
riding personality, viz., that of President Roosevelt, has transformed the 
valley within the last few' years into a Garden of Paradise where plenty 
now abounds. I hope Government are going to rise to the occasion and 
give effect to the recommendations of the Committee I have just mentioned. 

Sir, the mischief done by the annual Damodar floods would justify a 
capital expenditure of a hundred crores for remedial measures, particularly 
if Government take into consideration the far-reaching damages done in 
those areas all these years and as to what the total amount came to. The 
ahrinkage of areas under cultivation in Western Bengal is due to the 
presence of a bad embankment policy, interference with natural drainages 
t>y railways and roads and the want of a proper irrigation scheme. In 
Burdwan and Hooghly districts alone where the areas under cultivation at 
the end of the last century were 12*5 lakhs and 5 ;4 lakhs acres, respectively, 
they have come down to 7*4 and 2*9 lakhs acres and the acreage produce 
of artum paddy from 30 maunds to 20 maunds in the normal years on an 
average. This means that these two districts alone have been deprived of 
about 15*2 million maunds of paddy in normal years which could have fed 
about 2'f) million people. Over and above the annual loss referred to, an 
area of about 400 square miles in the district of Burdwan has been rendered 
unfit for cultivation due to the breaches on the left bank of the Damodar 
last year. 
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dir, in John Company days both the raiyats and the landlords were 
entitled to compensation for the loss of their crops due to floods from the 
Government under the terms of a contract. Since 1856 when the respon* 
sibility of the Government became greater and in spite of the provision for 
compensation in the amended Embankment Act of 1855, Government 
arbitrarily decided by recording a minute that nobody was entitled t<> 
compensation. Remission of revenue was admitted on such ground. I 
hope the Minister will inform us why such remissions have been withheld*. 

In conclusion. Sir, I would like to say that with regard to remedial 
measures regarding the dead and dying rivers of Bengal, there should be 
a planned action and planning should be done by an All-Province Water- 
ways and Drainage Board. This Board should be immediately constituted 
along with other post-war planning committees that the Government have 
now in consideration. The Committee should have a non-official Chairman, 
and a permanent Secretary. It should start collecting facts and ‘figures 
immediately. We must remember that there is no time to lose. If Bengal 
is to live and produce more food, her rivers must he revived. (Applause.). 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. I beg to move that the demand t 
of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the head “XVII — Irrigation, etc.’’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the urgency of a compre- 
hensive policy and planning for the furtherance of different categories of 
irrigation works including “Grow More Food”, irrigation projects and the 
protective works against flood damages, specially of the Damodar. 

Sir, it is hardly possible to do justice to this important subject of 
irrigation in Bengal within the short space of three minutes permitted to 
me or even five minutes. I shall, therefore, try to put a few salient 
features for the consideration of Government. Government’s continued* 
failure to devise a comprehensive policy for undertaking all classes oi 
irrigation including resuscitation of alluvial rivers in north and Central 
Bengal, control of tidal rivers in southern Bengal and retention and 
conservation of West Bengal water resources flowing through hilly and 
torrential streams, all these have been drawn attention to by me from time 
to time during previous budget discussions. We still feel, Sir, that even* 
though matters had been under Government’s purview for & pretty long 
time, nothing substantial appears to have been done to devise a comprehen- 
sive policy covering all these various aspects of the question. Government, 
it appears to me, are still tinkering with the problems, small problems which* 
arise out of most immediate issues which they are faced with following 
some crisis — either crisis due to famine or crisis due to flood and cyclone. 
There are many very good schemes which Government had in the past 
undertaken but which remain now practically suspended, and I would like 
to know whether Government propose to pursue those schemes or they would 
keep them shelved till eternity. Among those schemes there are very 
valuable schemes like “Mour Scheme” in the district of Birbhum, 
Darakeswar, scheme, Howrah-Hooghly flushing scheme, Central Bengal 
flushing scheme including the resuscitation of Bhairab, Teesta scheme, 
Gumti scheme, and last but not the least the project now under examina- 
tion namely the salt lake scheme near about Calcutta. 

We feel, Sir, that irrigation in Bengal involves three important aspects 
— irrigating the soil for agricultural purposes, maintaining and improving 
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the watercourses for transport and the prevention of waterlogging, and 
improving the conditions of health through proper drainage. Due atten- 
tion to these aspects has not been directed and the schemes so far under- 
taken have more or less been enforced either to look in some cases to the 
drainage portion of irrigation or to the agricultural part of it, but not 
comprehensively covering both agricultural improvement as well as trans- 
port and also with a view to further improvement of health. All the 
activities of the Department, as I have already stated, appear to be directed 
to meet immediate problems and sometimes these immediate problems are so 
handled as not to be commensurate with a big long-term policy. One such 
scheme we have just now been through in connection with Damodar floods 
refers to the immediate covering of the breach and more than a crore of 
rupees has been or is going to be spent for the same. If this amount would 
have been spent during Mr. Addams-Williams’ days by building retard 
dams as recommended by Mr. Glass no flood damage would have occurred 
at all and there would have been great prosperity and increase of wealth 
throughout. It is understood, as Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the President of the Damodar Flood Enquiry Committee, has just now 
revealed, that his Committee have already submitted their report a fortnight 
ago and they have recommended among others the construction of three 
retardation dams at Parjori, Palkia and Usri as already recommended by 
Mr. Glass and they have also recommended a number of controlled spills 
and escapements on the left bank thereby resuscitating at the same time 
some old beds of water courses through the districts of Burdwan and 
Hooghly and they have further recommended afforestation in the catch- 
ment areas. Wh want to know definitely what Government propose to do 
to expedite action as per those recommendations. Sir, money should not 
be the only concern in undertaking these schemes, nor should difficulties 
due to war conditions stand in the way. I hope Government will not wait 
for another devastating flood to make them wiser in these respects. It is 
felt that the money spent will be amply repaid if along with dams suitable 
electricity generating schemes are coupled and many essential industries 
like manufacture of fertilisers and aluminium can be undertaken with 
advantage. While on this, Sir, I would invite the Hon’ble Minister’s 
attention to the loss that has been caused through the silting up of the 
mouth of the Eden Canal which, I presume, is going to be resuscitated and 
a new course of Eden Canal is going to be constructed. I would like to 
know whether failing this or till the Eden Canal is made operative, the 
collection of the Eden Canal rates has been stopped. For the time being 
we understand that, the persons who are required to pay the rates for the 
Eden Canal are not exempted and, Sir, I would also request the Hon’ble 
Minister to let us know whether the sand clearing over the land which has 
been devastated through the last floods has been undertaken or is going to 
be undertaken. 

The “Grow More Food'’ campaign requires larger and more enthusiastic 
undertaking of small irrigation schemes and I congratulate the Hon’ble 
Minister on the policy that this Government has followed in this respect, 
but Sir, I submit that unless Government takes people into their confidence 
and greater co-operation of local bodies and the public is secured, the 
policy that Government propose to pursue will end in a failure. 
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So far as the newspaper reports go we have had only about 17 such 
schemes taken up. This is much too small a number for the province. 
Emphasis in these is being given on the irrigation through pumping. I 
submit that there are a large number of small cuts and drainage works 
which might help to increase the possibility of agricultural improve- 
ment more extensively and this should receive greater attention than the 
construction of pumps particularly those to be worked with the help of 
diesel engines which may be very difficult to obtain. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the head “XVII — Irriga- 
tion, etc.” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about 
the failure of Government to re-excavate the silted portion of the river 
“Titask” from Dharkhar ferry ghat to Akhaura in the district of Tippera 
to make it navigable. 
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Mr. ADWAKTA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,49,13,000 under the heads “XVII — Irrigation etc.”, be reduced by 
Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion about Damodar embank- 
ment and measures taken by the Government to prevent Damodar flood 
havoc. 
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“Ah regards embankments, it is doubtful whether there is any more 
serious or difficult problem in the whole realm of civil engineering 
than that which is presented by the deltaic country, the rivers of which 
than that which is presented by the delataic country, the rivers of which 
have, by the construction of embankments, been robbed of the possibility 
of discharging their natural function of land formation. The rivers of 
Bengal, in their passage to the sea, carry vast quantities of sediment, but 
their slope through the delta is too small to generate the velocity necessary 
to transport it.” 

CHW* wfrM'fm velocity SR7 ($h 4$ f>C*Tt Tl?'* Of* 

“One of the most important of these problems is to be found in the 
embankments of the Damodar river. These were constructed at the begin- 
ning of last century; eighty years ago tlie engineers, alarmed by the rise 
in the river levels, demolished 20 miles of the right embankment and 10 
more miles were demolished forty years later. The policy of demolishing 
one embankment only is obviously wrong and its effect cannot be more than 
purely temporary. Silt has been allowed to deposit on the exposed side 
with the result, it is stated by the engineers in charge, that the land on 
the right -bank has on an average risen to a level nearly nine feet higher 
than that on the so-called protected side, which has, at the same time, been 
impoverished by the denial of fertilising silt. Both the land on the right 
bank and, more important, the river bed are said to be rising steadily at 
the rate of about an inch a year, the protected country on the left bank, 
including the town of Burdwan, falling relatively to them at the same 
rate. The protective embankment on that side was raised by three feet 
between 1914 and 1919 and proposals for raising it still further are now 
under consideration. 

35. We have no hesitation in saying that, if the facts are as represented 
to us and unless a new policy is adopted, a calamity is bound eventually 
to occur. In 1913 a flood burst the left bank and spread disaster over a 
large area.” (Page 10.) 
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(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed hie 

seat.) 

Mr. 8HAM8UODIN AHMED KHONDKAR: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Re. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads XVII — 
Irrigation, etc., be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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I move-this motion to raise a disoussion about the failure of Government 
to take up the project of excavation of Tentulia-Balugram canal in the 
Gopalganj subdivision of the Faridpur district ancf to keep the Madaripur 
Bheel route canal navigable throughout the year. 

I know that my motion relates to a matter which is purely local but it 
is no less important on that account. Three-fourths of our subdivision 
comprise in bhccl area and in that area paddy is our primary crop. Water 
does not recede and land does not become dry and hard, so it does not become 
fit for cultivation. Water-hyacinth grows thick in the stagnant water and 
moves in columns like glaciers along with strong gale during flood time 
damaging all crops in the neighbourhood. The project mentioned, namely, 
the excavation of Tentulia-Balugram canal will remove all these difficulties. 
This project connects the river Kumar on the north and the Madaripur bheel 
route canal on the south. Water-hyacinth, accumulation of rain water and 
early flood and inundation in low-lying areas are all great enemies to our 
crops. The importance of this project will be seen by the Hon’ble Minister 
from reports of departmental officers. The local people have contributed 
for the survey and preparation of the scheme. There has been a persistent 
demand for this project. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to take up 
this matter in right earnest and do whatever he can. He will earn the bless- 
ings and gratitude of lakhs of people of my subdivision. 1 submit, Sir* 
that the excavation of Tentulia-Balugram canal will not only remove the 
difficulties I have pointed out, but will improve sanitation, drainage, trade 
facilities and communication, and it will also help Government in its 
policy of “Grow More Food”. There will be revenue also from levy of toll 
which the people will not grudge to pay. 

I add a word or two regarding the Madaripur bheel canal. The Mudari- 
pur bhccl route canal is a Government work, and it must be maintained 
and kept in proper order. It has been silted up in places, particularly in 
its entrance at Haridaspur. Immediate excavation is necessary. The 
Hon’ble Minister will be good enough to make a tour and go to the site 
and after seeing the things himself on the spot to direct the departmental 
officers to do the needful. I would also request the Hon’ble Minister to 
direct the departmental officer stationed at Gopalganj to regulate the water 
level of the khal through its locks and sluices in such a way that crops on 
the northern side of the khal are not overflooded by sudden rush of water in 
the months of July and August. 

With these few words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. •. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, 
etc.”, be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion to 
resuscitate the river Nabaganga, which is being dried up in Jessore. 
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Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, 
etc.”, be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion to raise a discussion 4 
about the failure of Government with regard to the resuscitation of the 
silted up portion of the river Itupnarayan near the Kolaghat Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway Bridge in the district of Midnapore. 

Sir, 1 beg also to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 and I 
want to raise a discussion about the immediate necessity of the materialisa- 
tion of the scheme of the excavation of Chandreswar Canal through the 
Chetua Circuit Embankment in the subdivision of Ghatal in the district of 
Midnapore. 
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to c? to? TOJtfi m TOt*t to ^r?n mi , rom cto to to 
<*nrc iftTOfir-stc?? TOt^r ^ 3? c toto to TO^ft ?g ?? 1 qtrof^tc?? 
?<?!* Wl TOF ?l I 
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TM? 4$ TOT? T5TTOT 05MI? TOt^ff TOTO* ?fTO *p5M TtRtTO 
tvY? tou? toto jfcra ?ro tott? tott ?fRtvR? gro TOTfcrte $ TOtrft* tot 
ttj fro, <2? ?rommi c f gnfos tort? tott Tstrrs gr3<m e fc> Twhioai 

Committee «!tRt?? TOI1 Enquiry Committee? Tf5TS R V'TOTI T’TOl 
C'TOl'b^d TOT CTOTI TlR? 'SI Tft ft? TO TOR ®R T$ ftTOf? ®*t? f%*t*P 

TOT T 1 N 1 T TOT? gTO TOTTOT? TOl TO *fR TO) TOR I TOTOP 5 TO? CTO# TOTT 
Tft i -tot fa oarsrfr ?ffctT T?rort? ^gftfros tosT'cto^ frore *rTOs 

(fatTOTTft TOfatTOS, CTOTTOT), ElTOTtTOTI, CTO? TOfa?, ?RTO TO?tTO 5 tf^fa ^TOTOT 

TOft TOfctr ftSfafromfafc? '*rs"-r's to<r TOTO?rft, ?tto?, ?ifr *rtr$ $ tott? 
wrt? trc*r ®r fttR *n??Rr gftTs to i 

T5D? S'? faTOft? T#f TRtTO ? from <jft TO?TO TO TOfa TORt? 

fcfa cro < rfk? $■? ?rTOt?tTO ?«!? 5^1 ?i Silt sfa «tf?ro? to ft?t? ftfas totti 

TOTTO 7 ) TO 7 ! i 

gror TO? 4TlP "rfa gRTrofa fro 'rtf? ’iff tototoi? 'srroffa? tot 
Jm tos*T Soft’s ?fffe r, PCJsgr totrt Tor ^TOP TO? S? tojto ftm TO? 
to?t? tot TOsl'croP ?®to to or 4?# fag's *ff%'T r 5 ; - t t 7 n fa? to ctoto?? to? 
c*TOi ftratR, 4? TOtcg -a? $g?-? rr tost ?ft tort gftTOs toti sn, totot 
S? ttoi? tot? topttT? tor? rttot to TOc? 4?; tott ftc? sirs TO»< rc c P? 
Grow more food compaignil? SwfT W? TORT? <4? ??i TOIL'S TO TOR I 

TO34? ?iTOft?TTi‘t 7 ftt? silt gf% <^R RTOT CT'3?I, TOTOJ? TO# TOT 
TOD 4?T TORftR? TOUT 5M CTfroT??, TRol '3 TO-fff CTOt? STO f^Til T1 ?{TO3 

W'sm gsfs tot^ TOror ^rfT!5?R tort? tjfs frfrs tod totott ttot «rt 

■5tS‘t'R c SCT TORT? 5FR TOf? totot^*tttt? "tffr nS' gfTTO ^R yTCTO WTT 

S«ff%\5 I 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg In move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49, Id, 000 for expenditure under the head* “XVII — Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about the failure 
of Government to take steps to make the Bhairab project successful. 

4t*t1&T3 T3 (rfft ^vt*J3K^ -Q W^J CE>^1 "Q'C% ^PTC!? TC*T SHI 

<tj * 5 ?lTf?r ^rrrfvTi 4twi ^ 4 f%ro) ct>£i wl^ ®R7 j 

4$ &5?R a f^f, 4^ *tn C<W accept TOIO?, «RT 

^tfir vaf r w tTT f ^ sfgfa fcn ^fKRsr ^ frffe ; f%f% 4$] ^ rs 

firc^ 41s ^143?“ TO) %ST1 *TJ T 5t^ ’ytVQ f^5 TOrf^f I 

^tsr t OT District Board CfVf 80 STTO &tD I T ®ftfR 

4 District Boardij^r Chairmamil5f capacityc^ successful 

^l, Governments 3 ^ prayer — ST* TfwfeTTf successful^ 

Cft^P District Board Cl tWfel #ffl <? ffrl refund ?f?n 051^ I 

WC<& «ftT*R Cl 4C.H14 C^TftT JbiTW'fl TfTR ftf^T 1% 4Hl^T*(l 

fipr; x mr$ Building Z&K41 flip fill *fO$ *tlO( I 1* 

wfre *ff&5 *tc$ *ftc% I ^ Wt Subdivision^ «f%5 wf% 
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I srtfa tof (TNtFT Cflffl <7\ *R «rf5r OT Flow C*lWT, W 

*| k , Ft 5 WR ^ f?Tl T1 STfaUr TOT ^5 *ffiplM W 31 I $ft“ 

&OT •TOT TOffa CWSTfir FtOT S-jfe STO *ttt* ^ I *& 

§*f3rf% TO$ Bhairab scheme accept I 

4&I TOTOT C*t*tl WT C*!*T*t*r W *tT3t^ ^ 

31 I to TOR? cm ft? fe'fto ^TT cn scheme successful ^fl 

TO? 7f), half done c<? 1 W Tritl 371t? I 3? (TT&tC^F C*f? t4k? 

om off, wi crk? c*r<Hi i fra tor? cw^rtr^ tsks: ?TTraf?3t? 
TO ctof ?t 5 tc?) C 3 t?* i 3? ?ntfr c^cfe c*?w ortr $1 ?i 3? ^ottc? 
<3?fc C?ft? to TORt?? District Boards fctTOfa frto Of OTI (TO I 
TO? TOT 3? TOR? District Board 80 ?1f1? fctTl independently ??& 

?TO5I, ^StTOT 4? COT '5t®T TO ST31 I to C? — 

Mf. 8PEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.”, 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion 

about the failure of the Government to construct small irrigation works for 
development of cultivation in areas in the Eastern Bengal districts where 
am and arnan crops cannot he grown on account of high flood and destruc- 
tion of crops by water-hyacinth, hut where boro crops can he grown if small 
irrigation khafs can he constructed therein. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there has been an impression that irrigation is a 
necessity in Western Bengal districts hut it is not a necessity in Eastern 
Bengal districts. It is not so. Persons who are aware of the conditions 
prevailing in the Eastern Bengal districts will understand that there is a 
necessity of small irrigation khah there. The Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of Agriculture is aware of the conditions in Eastern Bengal districts. In 
the district of Tippera as well as in Dacca there are areas where even deep 
water paddy cannot he grown on account of high flood and on account of 
the destruction by water-hyacinth but the boro crops also cannot be grown 
in that locality for want of water. If small irrigation canals can be 
Constructed there, boro crops can be grown. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is not only a permanent irrigation scheme but this 
can be considered also as an emergency irrigation scheme. Government 
has budgeted Rs. 18,44,600 for emergency irrigation schemes. Govern- 
ment has come with a statement in the press as well as in answers to ques- 
tions that 17 emergency irrigation schemes have been undertaken by 
Government. In a recent statement issued by Government it is said that 
all the district boards have been requested to submit 5 more schemes for 
emergency purpose. But the Government fails to understand that emergency 
irrigation scheme is a matter which deals with emergency. The scheme must 
be formulated speedily and must be executed speedily. Unless a scheme 
is formulated speedily and executed speedily it fails to deal with the situa- 
tion. Sir, these emergency schemes must be formulated in the course of 
four months from November to February. For this particular year the 
period is over. It has been stated that the district boards have been 
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instructed to submit five schemes and these will be placed for technical 
examination, and after technical examination if the schemes are found 
to be necessary these schemes will be put into execution. I am quite sure 
on account of red-tapism. The district boards will submit schemes, they 
will be placed for the technical examination and three or four years will 
pass and the emergency will be over. Government has recently undertaken 
Diesel Pump Schemes but these schemes are not so much really and absolutely 
necessary as the small irrigation canals. These small irrigation canals can 
be constructed with the help of the people, and by these canals thousands 
of acres of land in those areas can be brought under cultivation and crops 
can be grown. 

So far as the district of Tippera is concerned these areas are found in 
the Brahmanbaria subdivision specially. Mr. Speaker, Sir, from the follow- 
ing figures you will find the necessity of these in Eastern Bengal districts. 
The area of Tippera district is 2,531 square miles and the population is 
3,860,139. The area of Dacca district is 2,730 square miles and the popula- 
tion is 4,222,143. The most dense district in the province of Bengal is 
Dacca, next comes Tippera. Unless these small irrigation schemes for the 
construction of irrigation khals are taken in hand immediately and speedily, 
I am quite sure, Sir, that the people will die by thousands. 

I come to the next subject and I want to speak a few words on it, namely, 
the Guinti Embankment Scheme. This scheme has been banging fire for 
hundred years. In a conference held with the representatives of the dis- 
trict of Tippera it was decided that the embankments on both sidc»s shall 
be abolished. That was the project of the engineers, that was the scheme 
of the experts, but 1 hear, Sir, that the Guinti embankment for military 
purpose is going to be heightened, raised as well as broadened. The policy 
of the Government was to do away with the embankments but the policy 
at present is not to do away with the embankments but to widen and to 
raise the embankments. I want to know what is the policy of the Govern- 
ment in this matter now — why the Government is raising the embankments 
and widening the embankments. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion for the acceptance of the 
House and I hope Government will take steps to put into effect the small 
suggestions I have made in this matter. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irriga- 
tion, etc.”, be reduced by Its. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise 

a discussion about — 

(1) not implementing the “Mour Scheme” in the district of Birbhum, 

(2) not compelling private parties or individuals for not attending to 

the damaged zamindary embankments, and 

(3) not paying attention to the Nangalbandha hhsel in the district of 

Birbhum. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish* to speak on a particular subject, which may 
not be interesting to many, but it is vitally essential to our district Birbhum 
and parts of Burdwan and Murshidabad. In the year 1927 when the Bakeswar 
Canal Scheme was taken up during the time of Rai Bahadur R. M. Singh, 
the then Executive Engineer in charge of the Division, hurriedly, in order 
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to find work for the labourers during the famine , prevailing at the time, 
the Mour Scheme was contemplated to supplement the Bakeswar Irrigation 
Scheme. 

At the time, Mr. Addams-Williams and Mr. Roche were Chief Engineers 
and Mr. T. A. Curry and Mr. YieyTa, Superintending Engineers. After 15 
years’ close survey of the local rivers and all other aspects a full scheme 
by the name of “Mour Scheme” was completed and a rough estimate was 
arrived at. As a construction of a dam (reservoir) measuring 98 feet high 
and 209 feet long across the river Mour in the Dumka hills in Masanjore 
was contemplated and the proposed canal was to pass through five other 
rivers, the prospect of the canal was expected to be uniquely encouraging, 
The canal when complete will irrigate 4G1 ,200 acres of land in Birbhum 
and parts of Burdwan and Murshidabad. The length of the canal will be 
630 miles. 

The total estimated cost of the project came to be Its. 2,72,75,000. It 
was also contemplated that in addition to the irrigative function of the 
canal owing to the very favourable and high situation of the reservoir in 
Masanjore (S. P.) several electrical and industrial schemes w T ould be develop- 
ed from the natural winter power economically. 

If this project is given effect to, it will practically save the district from 
attack of repeated scarcity and famine which has become the special feature 
of our district. From a statistical account, it is known that within last 
132 years the district had good crops only for 12 years. There was no crop 
for 30 years and the rest had in average Jth and Jth of the normal outturn. 
Consequently we had good rains once only in every 12th year. 

Birbhum is a rice-producing district and the cultivation depends entirely 
on rains. If there is no rain we have to starve. The existing rivers big 
and small are always dry excepting few days in the rainy season when 
flood comes in, from the hills. Hence no irrigation facilities can be 
secured from the river water. 

Under the circumstances, the Mour Scheme Irrigation project will be 
ajife and death question of the district. 

The existing small Bakeswar canal is only 22 miles in length including 
branches and it irrigates 7,38203 acres of lands only. No extension could 
be made since its construction. 

Since 1941, after completion of the survey aud estimate of the Mour 
project, there has been no other talk about it. Probably in the year 1941-42 
the then Hon’ble Minister of Revenue Sir Bijoy Prosad Singh Roy with the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy and with other 
expert officers visited the place and approved of the very good prospect of 
the project. In the year 1943 a letter from the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India informed that the project will be taken up after the war is 
over, as a post-war construction work. 

I beg to request the Minister in charge to kindly pay attention to thiS 
very important project and induce the Government to take up the construc- 
tion as soon as possible. He must remember that the future life of Birbhum 
actually depends upon this valuable project. Every year I talked about 
the Mour scheme in cut motion during the budget, but unfortunately no 
reply was given to it. I urge the Hon’ble Minister to kindly let us know 
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what the Government intends to do about this demand and request him to 
take up their scheme into action all at onoe. This is the proper time when 
such action will be of great material use. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 


Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 1,49,L3,0()0 for expenditure under the head 
“Irrigation — Grant No. 10, Civil Budget Estimate, page No. 104” ha 
reduced by Rs. 5,00,000. I move this to raise a discussion that on the 
principle of “Grow More Food” campaign, Irrigation scheme should be 
made by putting obstruction over the sweet water River, Khal, Shangka, 
Dalu, Tankabati, Falda, Kornafully, Matamuri, Bakkkali, etc., in Chitta- 
gong and other districts, to utilise the sweet water in foodgrains producing 
land and thereby general public will escape starvation. 

TOftfl "«?tTO we7t«?3, RtfaTOtW TO* CWCTOWfo TO$ $T?1 n^eTOt move 
i 

Sir, ^ tfw TO t TO Irrigation Minister WCTO3CW fan* — 

?P5n schemes fan* — Tf*l fWotCW CWC“f ^( w 'l' , f 7 TT Htfat* Jj** 

Irrigation^ btwftt* 

csfa i ^to cwTO cTO rtto i faw faw cw* n ^rrfrr 

C^r?fi nTOi idea TO WlHCTO 7* I WkTO T 3tTfal fTO fTO CWoTt* 

fasftq 4TOT CW nW* wfawtreR cn fane* TOTen* Irrigation Minister $vfnf% 

<Ffac5 ^fifarscsR i TOtn* >rmr toto nw* wrfa faew 

fantn i T 5fC3 cwt® i’i'fi *Te* $ i ^ cwt® fctwi 

^rtOT *rcw frnH w<n ws tot n* — wfi *rcw 4W cwf® i TO wf*tTOi 'otfa* 1 
cro cw f lfe j w$ frwi rs i wf* <\ cwr® fctwi wre 

to TOwi wrew ww** wtto to wkto f cwfSnri *rfir- 

<^n ^ 9 TOt 9gf nCW* m ^ *ew* CTO ftCW *T^t TO OT W4l | 

nt;wi cnc*rw cwTO* TOfc to\ ^ferrw TO? s^cTO cstfr cTO n*t fain urn TO*i 
q^tf^s y^CSCg I CTO wc?f fafa*1 5 W* fel Wnsfn TO'W n£ TOrecs I CTOl 
new n*1n fail cwwten fafaci nt* enwten cTO csjfr wtn fa*i wsT aieslnn 
fsfa ;gj*n3fi ftW CTO TO^fae'S WTO WTO 3 TOT *1 Ofr >R 

TO ^t51 ^C5T TOtt TOft ‘PT5T S^J ^CJ *ftCTT I 

tow® 4tTO <3 w«?hr ^ 4*' wf^rsfgr f%Pt 

(Trgfir^ wfirai 4 TO?? wfwro i *W, fcwtwlt, 

wrw4tf5T ^T5f% ^rm sfrsfR -4W* TOJlRT TOBi tpTtf^S ^05C^ 
4 {WTO WTO ftafg? *15 TOW® C5ti? C5?tt ftTO WWl SdlW wfinitC^ I r 5t5tS 
wtfw ^wwtw wjft 4C5t*wcw afii<u wwj wwrwt^ wfwujf^ i 

4 $ new wrft to fro wit wremrew ^w* w^wm ^"cw 6 ^ wfncsrfs 
^ wnn ^w®i wlt-wstw *tfww^w ws.nrw new ''twte^ti TOrefn 

CWCiW n^f TO 73 I TO#t3 nrtw TOjn wftw *t*rwS ) ntTO Irrigation Minister WfaFj 
TO ^W' new nTtW nrfwrfwn ^ TO/IHT CTO ntwi TO Houses Bengal 
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Waterways ttfW 4*Pl I <7! 

^rt cv'Gsi rarc^ ®rffa «n, <7ifci <tff%c3T w&n wstut 4 ^ryi 4^5 

*n— 

(At this stage the house was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Morning shows the day. I must 
congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Irrigation Department, 
who is also my leader. I congratulate the Cabinet as a whole, as they have 
brought in a new era. What was in thought before has been promised in 
the shape of schemes today, so that Bengal can no more face the disaster 
of a famine, and pestilence, starvation, death and all that coming in its 
train. There was required a quantum of imagination, and that has been 
found in abundance in the Hon'ble Ministers of today. They have already 
undertaken schemes and they have also been thinking of more and more 
schemes for the amelioration of the conditions of our people. They have 
schemes for more sanitation, better drainage, navigation and irrigation, and 
they are contemplating to do more. Therefore it is a happy moment, and 
I feel that I must take this opportunity to congratulate them and tell the 
House that although our friends opposite may not agree we on this side 
of the House agree that this is the way, this is the morning of the day and 
our day will be brighter and brighter until we achieve the desired goal. 

Now, Sir, one thing I want to tell my hon’ble leader, and that is the 
minor irrigation schemes brook no delay.* They must be gone through. 
Of course there must be departmental examination but examination with 
a view to cause delay and obstruction is a thing which must be left out of 
consideration. You have organisation. You have already asked the dis- 
trict boards to formulate schemes. Their engineers have surveyed and 
prepared schemes. They also are experts in a way. These are all small 
things. No damage of any extent to life and property need be apprehended. 
I would ask the department to expedite the schemes submitted by District 
Engineers, so that this year we can, reap the benefit of the schemes that 
are before Government. The schemes cost from Its. 2,000 to Iis. 20,000. 
The drawbacks of those schemes can be avoided by a stroke of one operation 
which the expert engineers in the department are capable of. It is a 
question of giving back to the people health, prosperity, drainage and all 
that. Sir, I wmuld appeal to the Hon’ble Minister not to delay matters, 
but to have the schemes executed. As for the future, they must consider 
it as their duty to formulate schemes themselves. This year they have 
been pleased to call for reports from the district boards but they must know 
what the circumstances in the countryside are. I may tell Government that 
the whole of Bengal requires schemes of irrigation, sanitation, etc. It is 
not this part or that part of Bengal that are in need of such schemes: 
Northern Bengal, Central Bengal, Eastern Bengal, Western Bengal, all 
require the schemes and they expect that Government will bring them in 
no time. They cannot any more say that a bheel is there in stagnation and 
that one khal which has been there has accumulated sediment. We want 
these minor works to be done and we want Government to give us back 
our health, our prosperity and everything else. Now that the department 
is undermanned it is almost impossible for the department to undertake 
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investigation of all tlie schemes that are brought forward. So it is necessary 
that more people must be appointed and very quickly so that the schemes 
may be prepared and given effect to as early as possible. 

Sir, one word more about a major scheme. I mean the scheme of 
resuscitation of the River Chandana. I have been hearing of schemes after 
schemes since I was 12 years old. I became aware of them from the time 
of the late Nawab Sir Syed Shamsul Huda. Since then the Chandana river 
has been deteriorating. There has* been a setback in the countryside in 
the subdivisions of Goalundo, Faridpur, Gopalganj and Madaripur in 
health, crops, economic condition and navigation. The whole district has 
been affected. Surveys have been made and engineers had been there from 
time to time. Every hope has been offered that in my life time the Chandana 
river will be resuscitated. Though decades have passed nothing has been 
done. It is admitted on all hands that the scheme is feasible and that it 
will do an enormous amount of good. The prosperity that is gone must 
be brought back and it is to be hoped that the present Ministry will do all 
they can towards this scheme. 1 am after this scheme for more than 12 
years. I am now old. I am in exasperation. Either give me the scheme 
or wish my death — is all that 1 can say now. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, yesterday, speaking on the 
agricultural demand, I emphasized the vital need to Bengal of our acquiring 
detailed statistical knowledge of the present agricultural position in the 
Province. Today I wish to emphasise the equally vital need of scientific 
knowledge and careful planning in the sister field of irrigation. Bengal’s 
livelihood depends on the rivers which are both the source of her agricultural 
wealth and prosperity and her great natural system of communications, 
it is obvious, therefore, that scientific planning in irrigation must first direct 
itself to the maintenance of the water-supply. Recent experience of the 
flood-cycle has taught us the bitter lesson that it is necessary to reduce the 
flood flow of the major rivers and equally the experience of 50 years has 
taught us the vital need to increase the perennial flow as far as that can 
be done. The solution of this problem, I cannot say too emphatically, lie® 
in the main outside Bengal. Take Assam. In that province the system of 
jhvming cultivation which is of the migratory type and consists in clearing 
every year a fresh piece of jungle or forest for cultivation will in a short 
time do much to increase the damage done by floods in Bengal, unless it is 
brought under scientific control. Again Bengal has a vital interest in the 
drainage policy pursued by Assam. If that policy leads to a premature 
discharge of flood water, there will be again both an increase of flooding 
in Bengal and a fall in the perennial water-supply. Take Bihar. Bitter 
experience of successive Damodar floods teaches us by its disastrous conse- 
quences the results of deforestation on the plateau of Chota Nagpur. In 
that province as also in the United Provinces I understand that large hydro- 
electric schemes are under consideration which it is claimed will augment 
the perennial flow of the main rivers — the Jumna, the Sone and consequently 
the Ganges. But along with these hydro-electric schemes there are certain 
to be developments in Irrigation and, unless Bengal is fully satisfied on the 
point, it is well within the bounds of possibility that more water will be 
taken from the rivers by the upper provinces than is replaoed by the in or e — e d 
35 
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perennial flow resulting from the hydro-electric schemes. We on this side 
of the House therefore maintain that a regional policy as recently commended 
by Sir William Stampe in his address to the Punjab Engineering Congress, 
is the major and vital necessity for Bengal. 

Turning to the needs of Bengal itself, I spoke yesterday of the vital 
need to define clearly in a statistical form the area under the various types 
of crops in the Province. I also pointed out that when that had been done 
prudent policy would concentrate on ' making the maximum use of the 
existing cultivated areas rather than on their extension at the expense of 
grazing land and forest. For this purpose the application of planned 
irrigation schemes is essential. Now for the planning of such schemes the 
scientific foundation must be contour survey. When the lie of the land 
has been scientifically analysed the choice of irrigation methods, appears 
to lie between (1) natural flow combined with adequate drainage, (2) irriga- 
tion by pumping, and (3) tank improvement and irrigation from tanks. 

Now, Sir, I have dwelt on the need for regional planning and for 
scientific planning within the Province. It will be interesting to see 
whether the Hon’ble Minister accepts the view that I have put forward and, 
if so, to what extent he can claim that progress has been made. So far as 
we are aware on this side of the House a certain amount of progress has 
been made towards the setting up of a River Commission on a regional 
basis to deal with the major rivers coming from the Northern Himalayas 
and from the east, namely, the Brahmaputra and the Meghna. The progress 
which -Ws been made however has taken as many years as it should have 
taken months. We hope to learn from the Hon’ble Minister that this 
matter is now being actively pursued. So far as the Ganges is concerned 
and the major problems connected therewith, we believe that no progress 
has been made at all and I would commend to the Hon’ble Minister’s atten- 
tion the view that an effective and active Commission for the Brahmaputra 
and the Meghna would be the best possible argument, because it is a practical 
argument, for the setting up of a similar Commission for the Ganges. So 
far as developments within the province are concerned, apart from the 
major schemes which were drawn up in the years before the war by the 
department, it would appear that no progress has been made towards the 
scientific development of the existing area under cultivation. I do not 
minimise the value of the schemes which the department drew up in earlier 
years and in my speech on this grant some years ago I pointed out to the 
House that the burden of responsibility for the failure to take them up 
rested not on the shoulders of departmental officials but on successive 
Governments and on the members of this House themselves. Yesterday 
the Hon’ble Agriculture Minister was able to promise the House that steps 
would be taken to produce adequate agricultural statistics in the near 
future. We can therefore hope very soon to be in a position in which 
Irrigation schemes can be more closely correlated on a planned basis to 
actual needs. As regards present developments the Hon’ble Minister for 
Irrigation has recently given certain details to the House of experimental 
schemes of irrigation by pumping. I do not know whether those sohemes 
are related in any planned way to larger schemes. So. far as the improve- 
ment of tanka is concerned, we believe that no progress at all has been 
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either made or planned. Earlier I referred to contour survey as being the 
foundation for further irrigation developments and we view with great 
concern the fact that expenditure on the survey has been steadily cut down 
and work is believed to have been arrested. 

If, therefore, we view the position in relation to the needs of scientific 
planning I think it must be recognised that progress is far too slow. We 
fully recognise the difficulties. There is the shortage of staff in all direc- 
tions and current cost of execution is prohibitive. We recognise that^there 
must be both short term and long term planning. There is the urgent need 
to carry out small schemes which can be quickly executed and will assure 
an immediate increase in production but we consider that even greater 
attention must be paid to long term planning. There would appear to be no 
reason why a blue print should not be made on broad lines which would 
decide the priority basis for future action. And in that blue print scientific 
study would appear to be the primary and the most urgent need. In this 
connection I would draw attention to the urgent need to put the River 
Research Institute on a full active working basis. No worthwhile progress 
will be achieved either in irrigation or in navigation until that is done. 
The contour survey must also be resumed and pushed to early completion 
and the results made available for study. I am aware, Sir, that all these 
developments will raise once again the old bogey of finance and shortage 
of personnel. These obstacles must not be allowed to stand in the way. 
Yesterday 1 endeavoured to emphasise that floods would be as destructive 
to the well-being of the province as famine unless we pursue a steady and 
active policy. Our failure to spend now will mean the dead loss, in a few 
years’ time, of hundreds of times the sums now required to put matters 
on a sound footing, since that expenditure will be of the most unproductive 
kind, namely, for the relief of distress. I suggest, therefore, that from the 
financial angle a forward programme is as much a golden investment for 
Government as it is for the direct beneficiaries. It seems not unreasonable 
to suggest that Government’s policy in icspect of the recovery of costs of 
large schemes should be settled somewhat on this basis and, once this has 
been agreed to by all concerned, active execution of schemes should be 
taken up. We hope very much to hear the Hon’ble Minister in reply assure 
us that he has in mind plans on the lines I have suggested which I believe 
are no more than commensurate with the urgent and vital needs of the 
immediate future. 

Mr. 8hah 8yed GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Mr. Speaker Sir, ©fatfaM 
Irrigation Departments (fg I 
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TIM Hon’bto Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, I feel really 

flattered that two honourable Maharajahs — one in person and the other by 
proxy — have done me the honour of taking a friendly interest in my demand 
hr this grant. I agree with much of what the Maharaja of Burdwan has 
•aid about the importance of irrigation. Irrigation is not merely an 

'important subject but it appears to me to be a subject which is really 
fascinating. 
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Sir, as President of the Damodar Flood Enquiry the Maharaja ot 
Burdwan had months of intimate association with the officers of my depart* 
ment and 1 expected him to say somethin# about the nature and extent of? 
the work which this department has recently undertaken in its determination 
to break down all barriers and go ahead and about its solicitude for thet 
welfare of the people and the province. The problem of Damodar, he 
knows, is engaging its earnest attention. Government received the report 
of the Damodar Flood Enquiry Committee on the 5th of this month and in 
spite of its many preoccupations, it has had the report under consideration 
and expects to be able to come to a decision in the course of ihe next few 
days. 

Speaking for myself, Sir, 1 personally agree entirely with the recommenda- 
tions of this Committee and the Maharaja can rest assured that Government 
will give every possible consideration to the recommendations which this 
committee has made. I shall be glad to have all the assistance and all 
the co-ordination which the Maharaja can give us. He has youth on hill 
side, he has many gifts on his side. If he only takes couruge into his hands/ 
chalks out his own path and devotes himself wholeheartedly to the real 
service of the people, I can assure him, Sir, that he will be able to enlarge 
the scope of his activities and to endear himself to the people of this 
province. 

I claim, Sir, that about irrigation we have a policy as well as a 
programme. Our policy is to resuscitate dying rivers, to excavate and ra^ 
excavate tanks, to conserve hill streams by introducing hydro electric schemed 
wherever possible, to carry out well planned irrigation and flushing 
schemes and to introduce forms of irrigation which have never been tried 
before. In pursuance of this policy. Sir, we are calling conference* of 
Meghna-Brahmaputra and Ganges River Commissions to consider the 
question of conservation of these rivers. Bengal, as we all know, is very 
unhappily placed with regard to its rivers. We are at the mercy of other 
provinces and States, and our rivers are liable to he tampered with before 
we can get anything out of it. That is why by means of these Commie*- 
sions and Conferences we are endeavouring to enlist the sympathy and 
support of other provinces and Stutes and I am glad to be able to inform 
the House that we are likely to have a session of this conference in the 
near future. 

Regarding emergency “Grow More Food” campaign schemes, I have 
to inform the House that 18 new schemes which have been approved by* 
the Government are in course of execution. One in fact, has just been 
completed. Their total cost is estimated to be Rs. G lakhs and will cover 
as many as 12 districts. Seven other schemes in Hooghly, Khulna, 
Howrah, Birbhum, Bakarganj, Faridpur and Malda are under examina- 
tion by Sir William Starupe. They are estimated to cost Rs. 8J lakhs. 
We have also called for a very large number of minor schemes from the 
districts. They have started coming in and they are estimated to cost 
another Rs. 8 lakhs. We have also put up experimentally two plants foij 1 
pumping water from suitably placed rivers and bheels by meahs of Diesel 
oil-driven pumps and are about to put up a third. If the experiment* 
succeeds we shall take up a comprehensive scheme of pump irrigation. 
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Personally, from what I saw last Sunday, I am convinced that the experi- 
ment will succeed and that it will mean a landmark of irrigation in our 
province. 

Apart from the provisions made in the budget, this Government 
proposes, thanks to the interest which His Excellency the Governor is 
taking in all matters regarding irrigation, to spend a crore of rupees on 
irrigation as part of its rehabilitation scheme, and we hope that the 
Government of India in pursuance of its policy of contributing an equal 
amount for all our “Grow More Food” campaign schemes will contribute 
another crore. This will enable us to quicken our pace and to achieve 
•olid results during the year. We are expanding and strengthening the 
River Research Institute which has been doing good work, and I agree 
with what Mr. Hirtzel has said about the usefulness of this branch of the 
department. 

Our one great difficulty, Sir, has been the paucity of officers. This 
department is hopelessly undermanned and we have not even been able 
to get back all the officers whom we loaned to the Central Government. 
The Damodar disaster added to our difficulties. Private contractors have 
•napped up the disengaged and retired overseers by offering them more 
attractive pay than what our rules of appointment allow us to offer. We 
have, notwithstanding, been able to create a new circle called the North- 
Eastern Circle and we are endeavouring to recruit officers from other 
provinces. On last Saturday and yesterday again, we had conferences 
with the Chief Engineer, the Superintending Engineers and all Executive 
Engineers and we reached certain conclusions from which I expect to be 
able to expand the department very considerably. May 1 not therefore 
claim that we have a policy as well as a programme of irrigation for this 
province? 1 admit, Sir, that the programme which I have outlined 
above, though it is far ahead of all previous programmes, is a modest one 
compared to our needs. But we have made a beginning and with the 
good wishes of everyone of you we expect to be able to enlarge it very 
considerably. 

Sir, analysing the cut motions which have been tabled, I find that 
every part of the province has its grievance. North Bengal members say 
that nothing has been done for North Bengal. East Bengal says that 
East Bengal has been totally neglected and West Bengal says that nobody 
has looked after it. Now, Sir, these criticisms, if I may be permitted to 
•ay, are partly the result of ignorance of what has been done and is being 
done. In West Bengal, Sir, there is the Damodar Canal. It was con- 
structed at a cost in those days of more than one crore of rupees and we 
all know what valuable results it has been yielding. In West Bengal we 
have also got the Bakeswar Canal in Birbhum ; we have also got the 
Salbund and Anjore Canals in Bankura; we have got the Midnapur Canal 
in Midnapur; we have the Eden Canal in Howrah, Hooghly and Burdwan. 
With regard to the Eden Canal Dr. Sanyal said that it was not functioning 
properly. Part of it is out of order, and we are taking steps to restore it 
«• soon at possible. With regard to the suspension of rate, this portion 
it not in order. He knows more than I do that I alone have not the 
#8thority for suspending revenue in any part of the province. 
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(Df. Nalinaksha Santal: The Irrigation Revenue is yours!) But I 
have got to consult the Revenue Minister and get his permission also. 
We have also the Rajapur Barajola in Howrah. The House will be 
interested to hear that we are seriously examining the possibility of 
executing the Mour Reservoir Scheme and Howrah and Hooghly Flushing 
Scheme in the near future. 

With regard to East Bengal some people say that there is no need for 
irrigation; some say there is. All that I need say is that there we are 
conserving the rivers by dredging wherever necessary. We have under- 
taken irrigation schemes in Chittagong and have almost completed the 
Boaljuri khal in Comilla, Durgapur-Babla lthal in Bakarganj and we are 
awaiting the Government of India’s approval for reclamation of the 
Northern bheel which is estimated to cost more than five lakhs of rupees. 

In North Bengal the situation is entirely different. North Bengal 
has not claimed any attention from anybody in the past, and I find that 
the previous Ministry passed an order suspending all new works of 
irrigation anywhere in the province which do not relate to war or defence. 
Sir, as I said in my last budgel speech, the present Ministry disagrees 
with that policy of the previous Ministry (Cries of “Hear, hear” from 
Ministerialist Benches) and we have taken in hand more schemes in 
Rajshahi, Bogra and Mulda. Mr. Hirtzel will be interested to hear that 
we are also contemplating resumption of contour survey which was 
suspended under orders of the previous Ministry, and without which no 
well planned or practical scheme of irrigation can be taken up in North 
Bengal. 

Then, Sir, coming to the cut motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose with 
regard to resuscitation of the river Nabaganga, I have to inform the 
House that in the opinion of experts of this department the Ghuznavi Cut 
and Bhairab Project are believed to improve matters. At any rate, 
however, the Central Bengal Flushing Scheme which is under preparation 
provides for improvement of this river. 

With regard to the cut motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji regarding 
the Damodar Embankment, the House know's what terrible times we had 
from July last. The breach occurred on the lGth July last. We imme- 
diately took up the work of closing the breach regardless of what was 
going to cost us and of the difficulties ahead of us. Five times we were 
very near completing the closing of the breach and five times almost at 
the point of completion it gave way again and it w r as in December that 
we were able to close the breach at a cost of Rs. 20 lakhs which I am glad 
to inform the House has all been given to us by the Government of India. 
We have now undertaken the work of remodelling the left embankment 
of Damodar. We are spending this year a sum of Rs. 1 crore and 9 lakhs 
placed at our disposal by the Government of India. This does not mean 
that that is all the work of remodelling which can be done, but that is all 
the work' which can be done before the rains come upon us. I do not say, 
Sir, that this will make us flood-proof. "What 1 claim is this that we are 
doing all that we possibly can, and though there is undoubtedly an 
element of risk present we expect that from what we have done the 
embankment will stand the test. After the rains we propose to take up 



m 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[28th Mabch, 


the work again and we expect that we would thbn have to spend about 4 
crores of rupees, two crores of which would be spent on the purchase of 
plants and equipments. I do not think that we would be able to make 
the left embankment absolutely proof against breaches and floods. At 
the same time we realise that that is not all that should be done in regard 
to the Damodar, and that was the reason why we appointed the Flood 
(Enquiry Committee of which the Maharajadhiraj was the Chairman. 
The Flood Enquiry Committee has submitted its recommendations, which 
I am glad to inform you, are absolutely unanimous. All the members 
agree in the recommendations which they have made and as I told you 
just now personally I agree with them also. I believe that Government 
will not hesitate to take up those recommendations and try to execute 
them regardless of what the cost might be. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: When? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: As soon as possible. 
No time will be lost. If in 40 or 50 years nothing had been done, what 
could you expect us to do in the course of 4 or 5 months? 

As soon as the breaches occurred in July, I appointed a Committee. 
The Committee submitted its report on the 5th of this month. By the 
time the month is out, the Government will have come to some definite 
conclusions regarding these recommendations. ] may tell the House that 
this involves the appointment of a special officer and I have already 
requested Mr. Savage, the famous American Dam expert to come and 
advise us in the matter. Mr. Savage, I am glad to be able to say, has 
agreed, and 1 am sure that when we have got Mr. Savage’s report on what 
is to be done we will be able to go ahead and I am sure with a sympathetic 
Governor, like Mr. Casey, we should be able to finish the scheme as soon 
as possible. 

With regard to Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui regarding the resuscitation 
of the silted portion of the river Rupnarayan near Kolaghat Railway 
bridge, I confess that this cut motion has taken me completely by surprise. 
There is absolutely no report that this portion of the river is silting up. 
On the other hand, Rupnarayan is cutting the left bank and the Railway 
are taking steps to protect their lines which does not surely mean that the 
river is silting. 

With regard to the cut motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui about the 
excavation of Chandreswar Canal, I may inform him that a proposal for 
a sluice at the point of Chetua Circuit Embankment is under examination. 

I have already informed Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that we are 
considering the Mour Scheme which has been revived and the Chief 
Engineer has been asked to take steps to work out details for sanction and 
execution. The scheme as it was originally framed was to have cost Rs. 2 
crores. Today it would cost much more. Therefore the scheme has got 
to be examined anew. 

With regard to the request for action about Eemindary embankments 
he probably knows that I have already introduced in the other House 
legislation for the purpose of dealing with a situation like that. The 
principle underlying the Bill is that whenever a private embankment 
gites way and the semindar does not take any interest, Government will 
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at once step in, will do the necessary repairs and proceed to recover the* 
cost from the zemindar. I may assure my honourable friend that all 
possible steps have been taken for the purpose of protecting zemindary 
embankments. 

With regard to the cut motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar 
about the failure of Government to take up the project of excavation of 
Tentulia-Balugram Canal in the Gopalganj Subdivision, I may inform 
him that the excavation of that canal is included in the Northern Bengal 
Scheme which is awaiting the approval of the Government of India. The 
river Lower Kumar has been silting. There is a project in course of 
preparation for controlling silting up by making a cut from the Lower 
Kumar to the Upper Kumar. 

The cut motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain refers to re-excavation of the 
silted portion of the River Titasli in Tippera. The current is too slack 
to remove all the silt and the question whether an alternative route from 
Akhaura to 1 he Meghna River is possible is under investigation. 

Lastly, Sir, Maulvi Waliur Rahman’s cut motion is about the failure 
to make the Bhairab Project successful. 1 will tell him that Government 
has not yet received that the project has failed. The object of the project 
was to connect certain bhveh with the Bhairab River. This object was 
believed to have been achieved, but quite recently— a day or two ago— a 
report has been received from the District Board that things are not going 
on well. We have at once taken it up and if anything goes wrong, wo 
shall certainly do our best to put it right. 

May, I not, therefore, in view of all these tacts once again claim that 
Government has both a policy and a programme of irrigation, and may 
I not ask for the support and co-operation of those who have the best 
interests of the province at heart. 

The motion of Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, that the 
demand of Its. 1,49, Id, 000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irriga- 
tion Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Ordinary Revenues— 18(1)— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Famine Insurance Fund— 19— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works— B— Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII— Irrigation— 
Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 6& 
— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works'’ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Ilosain that the demand of Rs. 1,49,13,000 
for expenditure under the heads “XVII— Irrigation— Working Expense*— 
IS— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) 
—Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 
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— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 — Construction of 
Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 
Rs. I,49,le3,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — Work- 
ing Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary 
Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49,10,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18— -Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 
— Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49,18,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18— Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Famine Insurance Fund — 19- — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand of 

Rs. 1,49,18,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage W’orks” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand of 

Re. 1,49,18,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — Work- 
ing Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary 
Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage "Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 
68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Worka” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Waliur Rahman that the demand of Rs. 1 , 49 , 13,000 
for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — Working Expenses — 
18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues — 18 ( 1 )— 
Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Worka 
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—B— Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68— Construction of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works” be reduced by Rs. 100 
waa then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordi- 
nary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine 
Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank* 
ment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68 

Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost . 

Th motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukliarji that the demand of 
Rs. 1,49.13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XYTI — Irrigation — 
Working Expenses — 18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works — II — Financed from Ordinary Revenues 
and 08 Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drain- 
age Works’ be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Khan Bahadur Ilaji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 1,49,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irri- 
gation etc. — Grant No. 10, Civil Budget Estimate, page No. 104'’ be 
reduced by Rs. 5,00,000, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 1,49,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “XVII — Irriga- 
tion, etc.”, was then put and agreed to. 

50 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 75,77,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 in order 
to raise a discussion about the failure to further road projects, particularly 
those in rural Bengal including village roads. 

I also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 in order to 
raise a discussion about the maladministration and corruption in the 
department specially in regard to the selection of contractors. 

Sir, again I have to submit that within the short time at my disposal 
it is hardly possible to do justice to a subject of this importance. I feel, 
Sir, that the Government of Bengal cannot take any credit for having 
given proper attention to this very important subject of improving com- 
munications in this province. From a study of the Budget it appears 
that the present Government has gone back on the progress made during 
previous years to such an extent that some explanation is called for. In the 
year 1940-41 we had utilised nearly Rs. 29,47,000 from the Central Road 
Fund for communications in the province; in 1941-42 we epent 
Re. 31,07,000; in 1942-43, however, it went down to Re. 8,30,000 and the 
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Budget for 1943-44 provided for Rs. 18,00,000 which had to be reduced at 
the Revised Estimates, and it was only Rs. 14,26,000 and suddenly there 
has been a drop from that to Rs. 6,10,000 only in the coming year. Even 
out of that amount, it will appear from a study of pages 71-72 of the Red 
Book, so far as the provision for Road Development Fund works to be 
carried out by the Communications Department is concerned, that only 
Rs. 4,28,000 is provided. A study of page 72 shows that Road Fund works 
to be carried out by local bodies or by the Communications and Works 
Department on their behalf account for only Rs. 1,82,500 as against 
Rs. 5,75,500 of the previous year. There has thus been a sad and sudden 
stoppage of road development works in the province. It appears that 
among other ^reasons — the reasons stated now — a new reason has been added 
to the reasons stated last year, is the curtailment of activities as an anti- 
inflationary measure. Formerly we were under the impression that the 
road development work could not be proceeded with because of scarcity of 
materials, but a new' and quite unprecedented explanation now appears to 
be given. In previous years Government could not proceed with the 
construction of tarred and macadamized roads in the province for the time 
being for W'ant of materials. Why should they not complete the survey 
work and take up the construction of road basis — I mean, the foundation? 
They can proceed w i tli this work for this and the next year; and as soon 
as road materials are available the completion of the roads can be 
undertaken. 

Sir, 1 feel that the Government can, if they so desire, pursue a policy 
of expansion of the road without invoking either inflation or the war 
conditions, and in this respect I feel again, Sir, that the department has 
failed miserably. 

With regard to my second point, I have already stated during previous 
debates that we consider it to be highly prejudicial to the interest of the 
province to have contracts divided out on the basis of the communique or 
the circular letter that was issued by the Government of Bengal on the 
9th December, 1943, stating that contracts would be divided amongst 
communities in the proportion of 1:1, and if a sufficient number of Muslim 
contractors are not available, not more than 50 per cent, of the total 
contracts should be given to non-Muslims and every effort should be made 
for the training of Muslim contractors. I submit, Sir, I have every 
sympathy for the increase of Muslim contractors in the department but 
the manner in which it has been said to be done is something preposterous. 
It is absurd that the Province should keep one half of its work stopped 
unless and until a sufficient number of contractors of a particular com- 
munity are forthcoming. I would like to know wdiat explanation the 
Hon’ble Minister would like to give to this. 

There is another point I would like to criticise, namely, the selection 
of contractors by a Ministerial Board. This is a matter which has raised 
a considerably important issue. Formerly the selection of contractors was 
in the hands of permanent officials (At this stage the member reached the 
time-limit but was allowed to finish) but recently it has been brought 
under the control of a Ministerial Board. But the selection of contrac- 
tors under the present system, even if it is done fairly and honestly, 
leaves room for doubt about honesty. I submit, Sir, that it has not been 
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fair on the part of the Ministers to take upon themselves the task of 
actually selecting particular contractors. They could have, if they had 
so chosen, rightly laid down a policy which other officers might follow. 
If their argument is that officers are not trustworthy and are open to 
bribery and corruption, I submit the Ministers also may not be above 
the same. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the head “50 — Civil Works and 81 — 
Civil Works not charged to Revenue “ be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this 
in order to raise a discussion about road development in rural areas. 

utt c*r, v ftrT"3 Road Developments 

TOif^R, tai ^ i c^r?n cstu&s yfro 4$ c*f3Vi 

rorc^, c^n ^ i India 

Government 'SKI *t!^l | 

^rsfr <st5i ^trtr *rfc?rc ^ i 

<1^ftvftc&<T facte vjatW'i ^rtr^r 1 *jtcs ^raTt ^ 

'wpui ststefrivs ertr^ i rt*wt5''f wi outers *ffr^R ^te cbfci i 

^?fa*n vjr wes ^1 ^ftrr^T relief ^fa<n 

^ilC^ I '^tfa fT^N'oic^ Road Developments 

tff% W I 

Maulvi MAQBUL HO88AIN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 

Rs. 75, 77, (MR) for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works’ ' and “81 

Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. [ move this 

in order to raise a discussion about repairing and maintenance of ancient 
road “Hod Jangal” running from Gangasagar to Kaliganj in the district 
of Tipper a. 

srf^Tlu fippi c^rte ^rtrfefe^T'f 

9’$TC r AJ\Vi tr?T ^tTl TtSt^Tl 

4 $ j 

''Vtf ^wiSiifii 44 IE tffaro 'q ®r’*R 1 'q m-sn- 

tffare rfc** 5 *kctm 1 op* spuf 'jfcf 

5t^T 'a ^ 43 ; 4*tter ^tvs wnft *»ror i 

faro *&m *gffror ^rs ^rrtrS^i *rtr8'trtv fiR tt!* fasrn 

1 >?[ ^rf^fll b'ltb'l 5^ TR TO ^Kf5t*n$ TO 

^tf^rc^n recg a -sw i w ^ 

^T^TT ^[RlJvSpf^ Vfl f^$fT C*iy^l 

C^tr^t I fe’St 7 ! rT^t? t>dlbC«n *\'A ^ r<35|7 

<3 C5t r 4 Tfel I <3R v 3t$ fRUt'Q 

T 3 ! ^ I 'iJTf 3 ? ^mr, Ijtgt 3 ! '3 yf ip y pgt^ 

m I fR^r «R^5f ^ Hm gMtfe *p7 Tl^ I <^|- 

C^lx^t ^Kl£»bltj <5 7 R^S ^g RgfVH I *FtCW$ 

m 4*f*ur c^PR TPPn-^rc^ %<n rtw, ^rrf^ otwt 
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fegfs I ^fifrQsftFT ^]TTO *FfTOf|, f%TO 

frs* fk *ifrft*i *rWf&?i wm wr T¥i wn-^rf^mr ^ 

TteMre* ^rmn i 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — 
Civil Works' ’ and “81 — Civil Works not charged to revenue” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about extending the 
prayer-room of the Chittagong Court or to arrange for a shade in- front of 
the prayer-room. When the prayer-room was allotted then the number of 
Muslim employees was much smaller in number than the present. 

TOt? *rtrro spro move i ^ c^tcfc TOto** 

fafa-rorTO ^vfi Ttfutffcs sms i <? rttw c * r ^mrrer *rro *rmi ^ 

TO <0 TO CTOTO TOtW TO I *f3 }8^ tfTjfTO* 

*m (NtC5f%nr, og w* •jpf to TO to *mtft fro tow 
TOifiN i TO T’fotffa .TOi tof i cTOrt 

tocto to ^tf^w c*tot i ^ao tof OTm to ^go to 

TOtTO TO STTO I Writers’ Buildingsil’S TOTOT '* 4 - 

Ftffa TO) ^f% <ttwtn TO C*fW1 TONE I High Courts TO 

TONE 5&TO Court 4 TOETO TO C*’331 ^Tlft 

totTs to to Tfir i 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of lis. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads 50 — 
Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works not charged to revenue” be reduced by 
Rs, 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about failure of 
the Government (/) to remedy the grievances of the public travelling by 
tramways in the city of Calcutta on account of overcrowding, and (2) stopp- 
ing of transfer tickets and midday concession tickets and difficulty in 
obtaining monthly tickets. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this connection I want to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the statement issued by the Acting Agent of the 

Tramways Co., Ltd. : “Whilst every endeavour has been made by the 

Company to put into service every vehicle possible to cope with the abnormal 
traffic now offered, there are many reasons why it has not been possible 
to keep on the road the maximum number of tramcars. In the past few 
months, the number of tramcars smashed up by reckless military driving 
has reached astounding figure and has become so bad that we have addressed 
the Chamber of Commerce on the subject and they in turn have made repre- 
sentations to the authorities concerned. The accident figures have risen 
as high as 217 in a month and in the vast majority of cases entirely due to 
the military vehicle driver's fault. This in itself contributes in no small 
extent to congestion and lack of vehicles so necessary to carry the large 
number of passengers requiring transport.” 

Sir, I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the state of facts and 
1 Want to know what steps Government have taken in order to remove the 
grievances that have been alleged by the Acting Agent of the Tramways 
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Company regarding the conduct of the military drivers in smashing up the 
tram cars. 

Then, Sir, before I take my seat I would like to speak on a motion 
which I had with regard to the grievances of the public travelling by the 
railways. In answer to question No, 46 put by me, Government say that 
Government are aware of the grievances of the public travelling by rail- 
ways on account of over-crowding, on account of the cutting of passenger 
trains and on acount of having no water in latrines. Now, Sir, it cannot be 
said that these all are due to military reasons. Today we have received a 
report that out of three trains — running from Laksham to Noakhali, two 
have been stopped and only one train remains. Sir, Government are aware 
of the grievances mentioned by me in question No. 46, but Government say 
that Government are not in a position at present to take any special steps 
to have the grievances removed. 

Sir, I know this is a matter which relates to the Central Government and 
the Railway Board, but Government do not think it desirable even to move 
the .Government of India or the Railway Board to have the grievances 
redressed. This is regrettable to say the least. I hope Government will 
take steps to remove the grievances as soon as possible. This is absolutely 
necessary because if the transport facilities are not given and civil require- 
ments are not considered, a very difficult situation will arise and, as a matter 
of fact, civil population will die by thousands and lakhs. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, the whole position with regard to 
communications and transport has entirely changed within the last six 
months. As you are aware, Sir, His Excellency the Viceroy has put com- 
munications in the front rank of post-war planning. We ail know how 
necessary roads are and the Indian Road Transport Development Asso- 
ciation have done good work in the past 15 years in hammering away at the 
problem. Recently they made two pilot surveys on the Bombay side which 
will be most useful to the post-war committee. Bengal, Sir, has had a 
general survey called the King's Report and we are ready to get on with the 
work when the administrative and financial matters have been decided upon. 

There must be a separate Department of Engineering for Roads and 
Roads Construction, and I do not know whether Government has given any 
consideration to that matter. The present method of administration is 
obsolete. On the 9th of March addressing a Press Conference Sir Mohamed 
Usman, Member for Post and Air, Government of India said as follows: — 
“Government attach very great importance to the provision of an 
adequate system of roads and road transport as part of their plans 
for the development of India after the war. Good, cheap and 
ample communications are vital to the agricultural, industrial, 
commercial and cultural development of India.” 

Thus said Sir Mohamed Usman when he commented on the 20-year 
programme for building 400,000 miles of roads at a cost of Rs. 450 crores 
proposed by the Chief Engineers’ Conference held at Nagpur in December 
last year and the report of the Transport Sub-Committee of the Post-War 
Reconstruction Committee. He said “The programme envisaged is an 
ambitious oue but that need not frighten us. We propose to go on with 
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our examination undeterred by fears of finance and other difficulties.’ ’ The 
report suggests that all Provinces and States should prepare skeleton schemes 
or project estimates for submission to the Centre by the end of August, 1944. 
They are required to indicate priority for the projects proposed for construc- 
tion during the first two years after the war. The Centre would decide the 
priorities for national highways. Detailed estimates for all projects are 
required to be ready by December, 1944. 

I do not know whether our Government has received as yet any com- 
munication from the Central Government, but I hope the Hon’ble Minister 
is in a position to prepare skeleton schemes, or Project Estimates, by the 
end of August, and detailed Estimates by December of this year as suggested 
by the Central Government. 

His Excellency the Viceroy has said: — 

“I put communications first, since 1 do not see how it is possible to 
effect any great improvement in health and education in the villages 
of India until they can be reached surely and quickly at all 
times.” 

and it is up to us to see that communications are dealt with properly and 
energetically. I have suggested that a Road Department be set up quite 
apart from the present Public Works Department. Only in this way can 
the work be properly carried out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, 1 shall first of all 
deal with the cut motion moved by Dr. Sauyal regai ding maladministration 
and corruption in the department. When so many wild stories have been 
in circulation for the past three weeks, i thought that something dreadful 
was going to be said about maladministration and corruption on the floor of 
this House, but nothing has been said. T think, therefore, that opinions 
have changed and that people have now realised that this Department of 
which 1 am in charge is above corruption. 

Sir, I think that I should take the House into my confidence. I consider 
it to be my duty to take the House into my confidence and tell the House 
as to what the exact position today is. Government has now taken upon 
itself the responsibility for the selection of contractors and the distribution 
of contract works. Sir, Government lias taken the responsibility and has 
appointed a board of four to deal with these matters. Of the four, two are 
Ministers, the other two are the Chief Engineer and the Superintending 
Engineer concerned. Sir, this has been done because allegations of corrup- 
tion in the department had become hardy annuals in all previous budget 
discussions and because complaints were being made that everyone was not 
getting a fair deal and that favoured contractors of one community were 
having the monopoly of all the works. The present method is giving all 
round satisfaction and every contractor so far selected has been selected 
with the unanimous approval of this Board. 

Sir, I am not ashamed at all of having done my best to encourage Hindu 
tmM Muslim contractors equally, and of having introduced the principle that 
heavy contracts should not be monopolised by any single contractor, but 
should be distributed amongst as many capable men of all communities 
as possible. If you are conscientious, if you want to remain above corruption, 
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you cannot allow the favoured contractors to have the monopoly of all the 
work from years end to years end. New men must be brought in. A certain 
allegation about contractors was made some time ago, but I am not going to 
say anything about that now, since it has not been repeated on the floor 
of the House today. But I am happy to be able to say that in all my attempts 
to ohange the system of selection of contractors and distribution of contracts, 

I have had nothing but the most loyal and enthusiastic support from both 
the Chief Engineers. Attempts were made to rouse in them prejudices and 
passions against me, but 1 am very happy to be able to say that they resisted 
all these infamous attempts and I can assure the House that Government 
will adhere to the method which it thinks to be the best in spite of malicious 
propaganda and offensive fulminations. Dr. Sanyal sees corruption and 
maladministration, stalk and strut through every phase of administration 
and there appears to be no hope for this hapless province until everything 
and everybody are placed under Dr. Sanyal ’s sole and unrestricted charge. 
Then perhaps will come Bengal’s Utopia, when everything will be perfect, — 
there will be perfect laws, perfect politics, perfect debates, perfect morals 
and perfect men and women and when the crash conies, there will be perfect 
ruination and eternal damnation for the proviuce. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works’’ and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Maqbul Hosain that the demand of 
Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — 
Civil Works not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Badi. Ahmad Chowdhury that the demand 
of Rs. 75,77,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and 
“31 — Civil Works not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath I>atta that the demand of Rs. 75,77,000 
for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “81 — Civil Works 
not charged to revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was -then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 75,77,000 be granted for expenditure under the beads **50 — Civil Works" 
and “81— Civil Works not charged to revenue” was then put and agreed to. 


Atfjou rvtment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-55 p. m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 29th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

36 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled undei 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday 
the 29th March, 1944, at 4 p.m* 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 1C 
Hon’ble Ministers and 201 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Government department responsible for collection of vital statistics of 

Bengal. 

Mr. H AREN DR A KUMAR 8UR: On a point of privilege. Sir. My 
question No. 200 does not appear in full here. Only a part of it is shown 
and I should like to know what has happened to the rest of my question. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. This is only a part of the ques- 
tion which was sent to the Home Department and a reference was made to 
the Assembly Department that the other part of the question may be sent 
to the relevant department to deal with. 

*200. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state which department or 
departments of the Government of Bengal have been placed in charge of 
collecting and maintaining vital statistics of the Province? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
sir Nazhnuddin): Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I enquire of the Hon’ble Minister, 
when the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Depart- 
ment gave conflicting and contradictory answers with regard to the 
statistics of deaths from starvation, as has been done in the past, whom 
should we rely uponP 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that there is no place in the record book of deaths where deaths from 
starvation are to be recorded in the union boards? 

Khlfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : It is a fact that previously there 
was no column for recording deaths from starvation, but subsequently 
instructions have been issued to keep a separate column or at least to keep 
a mark in the same column to show deaths due to starvation. 

9f» ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
supplies figures relating to deaths arising from starvation to other 
departments f 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question may be referred to 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. 

Mr* SPEAKER: I should like to impress upon the House that the 
question here simply is, who is the Minister in charge and the answer is the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department. I am afraid, therefore, that out of thiB very few supple- 
mentary questions can arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: May we know, Sir, who actually 
was the authority who utilised the question for the purpose of making a 
reply P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: With regard to that point, I am afraid that that is 
again a vexed question. The procedure about questions as to how a 
question should be framed and how a question should be answered has not 
yet been finally settled. You may say that I should have looked into it 
already but I am awfully busy now. I hope I shall be in a position to 
make some statement with regard to this point shortly, but again 1 am 
afraid whether I shall be able to do so or not. This question was sent, as 
far as 1 know and I am speaking from memory, to some department and 
that department returned it saying that a part of it related to that depart- 
ment but the other part related to some other department; and under the 
existing circumstances 1 ordered that this may be done. 

Mr. SASANKA 8 E KHAR SANYAL: Tn view of the fact that supple- 
mentaries may arise out of this question is it not desirable that this ques- 
tion together with its answer should be held over and taken up later along 
with the remaining portion of the question and the answer thereto? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I submit, Sir, that no useful 
purpose will be served by holding over this part of the question. This is 
just to enquire from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister us to winch depart- 
ment should be addressed with regard to vital statistics, to which the reply 
given is, Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In vietv of the answer just given by 
the Parliamentary Secretary, may I enquire when the circular was issued 
to keep a record of deaths resulting from starvation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question may be addressed 
to the Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the anawer just given 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am afraid if one such question is allowed it is quite 
likely that subsequent questions may come up which are absolutely 
irrelevant. 

Number of Superintendents in High Court 

•201. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present number of departmental Superintendents in each side of 
the High Court; and 
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(it) the number of them that are— 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) other communities? 

(b) Will .the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether — 

(i) there are any duty or other allowances attached to these posts ir 
each side of the High Court ; and 

(it) if so, in how many cases such allowances are enjoyed by the — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) others? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): By the courtesy of the 
Hon’ble the Chief J ustice I am able to reply as follows : — 



Original 

Side. 

Appellate 

Side. 

(a) O') 

... 19 

12 

(it) — 



(1) 

... 16 

10 

(2) 

2 

2 

(3) 

... 1 

Nif 

(b) <») 

Nil 

Nil 


(it) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these appointments are made by direct recruitment or 
promotion or by both? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

These appointments are made by the Ilon’ble High Court; so I cannot say. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: With reference to reply (a) (u) (2), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether these four Muhammadans 
are officiating or permanent? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

want notice. 

Alleged supply of kerosene by Vioe-President of Benbati Union Board. 
•202. Mr. J. N. CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
Vice-President of the Union Board, Senhati, in the district of Khulna, was 
a member of the Food Committee set up in the village during the last “food 
drive’ of Government? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a large quantity of rice and paddy 
was toand in his house on subsequent dates after the “food drive” P 

(r) Is it a fact, that he is authorised by the District Supply Officer to 
distribute kerosene oil to traders according to his choice? 
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Nawabzada K. NASA BULL AH (on botialf of tho Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
8uhrawardy): (a) Yes. 

(b) and ( c ) No. 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: With reference to answer (b), will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if there was any search made for finding out 
any surplus foodstuff in the village of Senhati? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. That iB too vague a 
question. 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: I submit, Sir, it arises in reference to reply (b). 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is in reference to the house of the Vice-President 
of the Senhati Union Board, but you are now putting a general question 
as to whether there has been any search in any house. 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
the house of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sinha was searched and if any surplus 
stock was found in his house? 

Mr. 8PEAKER* That is not in the main question; so it does not arise. 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Will the llon'hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sinha is the Vice-President of the Senhati 
Union Board P 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Yes, Sir. 

Supply of kerosene oil, atta, sugar at Senhati, Khulna. 

•203. Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(<j) the number of shops in the village of Senhati in the district of 
Khulna that were allowed permits to sell atta, sugar and kerosene 
oil in the year 1943 ; 

{b) the names of such shops; 

to) the quantity of each kind of commodities supplied to those shops 
monthly ; 

(d) whether distribution of the kerosene oil tins to shopkeepers are 

under the direction of Union Board President of the village; and 

(e) whether it is a fact that a few individuals of the village are getting 

kerosene oil in tins through the Supply Office, Khulna ? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH (on behalf of tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8 . 
Suhrawardy): (a) One shop. 

( b ) The Senhati Stores. 

(c) On an average per month: — 

Kerosene — 27 tins. 

Sugar — 2 maunds. 

Atta — 1 maund. 

(d) The President, Union Board, with the assistance of the other 
members bf the Board exercises supervision with a view to ensuring equitable 
distribution on the basis of population. 

(e) No. 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
tho 27 tins of kerosene oil that were supplied to the Senhati Stores were 
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distributed by the stores itself or they were distributed according to the 
order of the President, Union Board? 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: It was distributed according to the 
orders of the committee. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the President of the Union Board has got any 
connection with the Senhati Stores? 

Natvataada K. NA8ARULLAH: I want notice 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Repair of Midnapore Collegiate 8chool buildings. 

97. Mir. KRI8HNA PRA8AD MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware of the fact 
that the buildings of the Midnapore Collegiate School are Government 
property by virtue of a Deed of Transfer executed on the 20th August, 1924, 
by the Midnapore Municipality in favour of the Secretary of State for India? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government have taken up the repair work of 
the buildings P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of enlisting the building for the purpose of repair? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain): (a) The legal aspect of 
the matter as to whether by virtue of the Deed of Transfer of 1924 the 
responsibility for repairing the buildings of the school rests with Govern- 
ment or with the Managing Committee is now under examination. 

The reply to the question will depend on the results of the investigations. 

(6) In view of the reply to (a) the question does not arise. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the matter was referred for legal opinion? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: After the receipt of notice of the 
question. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the size of the actual deed of transfer? Is it so 
big that the matter cannot be considered and opinion given? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Unpaid apprentices in the office of Administrator-General and 
Official Trustee. 

98. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAtll: (a) With reference to the reply 
given to clause ( e ) (it) of the starred question No. 361 on the 30th September, 
1937, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the period of service ^rendered by 
the last batch of unpaid apprentices (now confirmed) recruited in the office 
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oi i>h& Administrator-General and Official Trustee of Bengal in the years 
1933 to 1937 has not yet Been counted towards increment of pay? 

*(b) Is it a fact that the practice of employing unpaid apprentices in that 
office was of long standing and continued with the approbation of Govern- 
ment till 1940? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the periods 
of service rendered as unpaid apprentices by the assistants other fhan those 
of the last batch were counted towards their increment of pay? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister fie pleased to state the reason why 
the same treatment has not been accorded to the assistants of the last batch P 

The Hon’ble Namb MU8H ARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadurs (a) 

The question of granting increment to these unpaid apprentices, since 
absorbed in the permanent establishment of the Office of the Administrator- 
General and Official Trustee, Bengal, was given careful consideration but 
could not be allowed as being not admissible under the rules. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes; as allowed under the rules then in force. 

(d) As stated against (a) above. The reply given in 1937 cannot be 
construed to exempt any one from the operation of the rule brought subse- 
quently in force but previous to their confirmation. 

Closing of the southern road to the Legislative Building. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, before you proceed 
to deal with the business of the House may 1 draw your attention to the 
fact that the southern road, the road which approaches the Assembly 
House by the southern gate, has been closed and military pickets have been 
posted tli ere and the members ftave been obstructed from coming to the 
Assembly by that gate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought you knew it from your Leader. This 
matter was discussed with the Leaders. The military authorities approached 
this department and thereafter I sent for the Leaders and I informed them. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If it is with your authority 1 
have nothing to say. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not a question of my authority at all. You 
know the limitation^ of the powers of this House as well as of this 
Government. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Is it permanent or temporary? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot say. I thought this matter would not come 
up before this House and I think it will be desirable in our owm interest 
not to discuss it further. 

Mr. 4A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If you feel that limitations 
have been imposed upon your authority we are at your service to deal with 
the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very glad to know that, but when I say “we” 

I do not mean myself; I mean the House. 
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Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: May I suggest that when we haw 

got to come round the other way, could a quarter gallon be added to our 
petrol ration ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There again we are helpless. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Would you kindly see that 
the eastern gate is opened ? *' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am thinking of that. 

' DEMAND FOR GRANT8. 

54 — Famine. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA* Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 2,(51,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“64 — Famine”. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA RAY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rh. 2,01,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rh. 100. 1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the 

policy of Government, regarding the relief operations in Bengal. 

fail? »ni? i xttsn wiora xtcm Tfe 3 * niTa to hx i w 

’ItU'tS ’!?£$ fVj XtXIX JfT?C3 f-^p rrfxxf 5 Xfxprt? 

. [itf^ or xt(. *#(.!>? xxxrjt <itco *iMin X'Xtx -H-tuix ^41 2 *fi rx 1 

^“Ttn 5 T3t«rf% JTCFt't!! I <rfW X? XRXt? »RT*FTtft gT5?t<T tptCTS' "STR?! 

Ct«tt3 *fl$ CX ?? *??1? «RT < CXPjjP 65 5PF aWTE 3 ? JRRrfff X>35tftm 

5*itnnn, ®Jn ’Ri stew crax ?t?w 5 c^tf >> ^ Pixn ?rft3 rtx 1 4 * 
(*t1P Plato atamr wxto 4 ? ca# 5j srv Plan caftw 3?ft rorf 

Slt'-Ka 3 In Sto pi^l Pilfift toll ft* ftof XI aaCT? ^toTli I XCSilXX f 

f’or *tf?to aWt? C3tP SyFtTiX &5R 3 Xtto! a13-?ff3*ftt3 '5^'’^ 

C$P ^5 3ta XIJMI13 Xtl 3 !!? atofBtX <>5T to? XTOTp 3ftPtt? JjTll toR 

| TO to? 'totgifltx SI 3 ! 'ail, ’Jpt (Tm-fxntoX toxrfs^Safaat? 
*prM -tram TO I Extraordinary Charges^? xffxtopl ftolp afftors? 

CUtatPtCTS ?«T*f to? XTCtot 3ft ?t?ER to. fw 3X3 xjsrtol ^fttoF? 

"jrfs nxf'tr i «ac< c? 3* 'tew 5 rtr^r& 3 ft xrnR ?r? xi 
31 arc? to ftf*F5 ton?? 1 a3a"f «rtns ait-ctoR? r^?® ax^-strs? JX 
aixft? 33^"f »fto ax-toft am vpt’j.’M tora ^at? 3tca? atff-^sEl atoi ?a? 
Wm dim 3 !, toto aa? ax? «itto? 1 xrftoff cst=nrm wet. to? Rftoi *tcvnr 
■fra* atxt? c??a 3 n«ti 30 ? ftic? alt? att? ufufac? 3 Ftc s tx ’fc? xttx “^3 'Tot 
ft 3 ! ft 3 ? 'Sfroi — cx*n fV atw xtim wtsr xfsm 1" ’rfrt xi«r 
W3?tc»ra ^kxM 3 ) xcP 1 catx w ^tr?n 31 a cxfki ftn 

3 rt 3 f 3 tn Ttusj 1 xttsttx 3twr «it«r Rt xpjn xi xfP 3 Tt$ af^n ftatt? 1 >nfirT 
5$ XtJt^t 3 !, XtSfafiT, JBfWit XTStftX W C*N 

%da^, 3 *r w*w*i fxn xtst^f* wt vefa ’fM 

xtfroi ftw to? colt c3ft? ?*?f% 3 rtt? ?tt*it? ?i3prc?r ipS's, 
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*iW crtc* i 4 css ys short tjtBfr wot f*Mfror fart nifr- 

Tfa, <a oh stHOit*[«t *nrfs sfafa Sssrt ' su l b t ffa $ms \ ostrt* «for stirs 
favs stor, cstrt* csrtor stort *tw 5 ’05 stor fas cistrt* writ* orH fss st-js 
=fm? si 1 isf* <P 5 ssstss «jf%ts ’shIsiu TSfas sf^cv* ’TFtor ’ss y gr 1 
4 $ fart wi?-n«? wsr ys's sts^l* stft ststs* ssr 4*1 st s stgc s s 

’tt^i cssc* tftts* stfir* 4fat* cb£i shoh, fas sts^hr sit st5t*ritt*f sitft 
fasHl ^** OTStCS *« *1 Swfas StS*t5tSS Toft** SfJ SI CSSS SHft 

*flw si owns ns^tt** cssisroj ^itss st&t* sotr trs* stsfart wis sisn sofa 
sfi 'svrstcs fttss *t* fat ^nstrs Birgit* csfa s’t* stt* tst* «ri vrit fa ^ 5 , s» 
swfas stsfats* Tot*, si srSt sssift ’s’tstfk ^itfa^ r ifagi wrsts ss s l f l 
SfafCS trw STWTT W\5 v ttC^, T5t* Tfa far Ml ; fas Ot$ SfatS 4 $ 3g* faT* 
fST WI5 «ffa SCSM} shifts T5 srot* cspf TtrsTt* s’ort® T5t* fans CStS 5* 
sft stsWoi* s^sststs 401 "twos Stt* i fargi cwsts 4 *f gts cSof T* 4 S r 

3fOr, 4S- S5* C*fOF T* 4^ S50T, SIFT Wfs BTJ SSStS WST SHS t Stto ’Slots fat 
si, ^tsvt** T5tots *fj far si i ^rangt* csrsr 4$ sst* 'astor BoUnio»l 
G«rden4 SRfaft CSHtT) BtS S*S 5tet* 5l*rt* S‘f *f'CB S§ 5 , ’tB$, I3<H fa 4 $ 
▼faprsi ssp^lfls stops S*ts ^rstfas ’▼sts suss ssstfts ’sfJpjfas »tr< stsi tot- 
fat ssiwR’o stsststss Tilts , si sft sr^isnis sk®ttfai sttst sssptont ssrtots 
— Olfr SSTlft S , ‘5bl-Hcss 'S'SS'ol, 'SOTfflTil, 'SSH^faTBI 'Q Tffes’il t 4 TSt? 
ssts wasts SmtT-.( ?ts i 

Mr. SPEAKER : ’srWtS SSS !TTi OlT^, Ts fa S S TS S r 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : Tfs v p5f? SCsrf^Tstt^ TS 4SF& SSS OttSR I 
sfar or opts to 4ST?i ssiws fa olss 'ase»tfsft cstcs fan stn i3ts sfes'si 
istwst T® stsi sstws csi sfars cssi-ji ftts s< s 4s; s:tos srnranr 4ftcs 
sts i sfas 43H farPfs or or '/ms ssi®' t s v fi shsstSF *ri<n fsfag’ 

CSFfCS CVS I '-P3 iff%TS StTSTS OFtf^ CSTl? SSiitftOF 4^ SSH “PSSTI CSSCS 

facsc^ i csnfl? ctIIE •npftftr.^ n rBiigi rtsi cs^itsce i ’silsr srtstws s^cs 

sssn s’^t 4^ SSIST f'l'SC^JS TC^JS STSY 1 SSI, 4^ TFS fatt/CSS stt^/CSS S7SY1 
SFS 1 , 4$ SS^ CSt'-Hs fifa^StS STST1 ^91 I Tfs SSSTSOF SSS sfs \JtSl SOT S'CS 
Stops or 4^ f^SC*Js TJ-StSYl, TiTS^tOfS sttlfS-STSYl, CSfrftS f5fa^Sl*S7Sn 
tStOTS 4C5 ”m trt'rfH CS-SiSft BtSrffaf'Y SSSFtft TSbTftS StSI 501 SttS 4S-* litCSf 

S*ts sfsts Hs'-i'is faos srs ibcs Tfs sss cs ^tm ststs ofn$ TOti sfs 
srnra 4tSl Tsfaj SI 501 Stors 'SCS sttsts sfats 4S? STS^S CBlsr »p*SOP ^Mgst 
C^tor CSFtffi CStlE fans ’SSSJS StSl sttsts SCS Sits S/5S OFtCS SB t S l fa v? SSC S V 
SI I 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Sir, I beg to. move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about 
Jhe policy of the Government which aggravated famine and dismal failure 
lo cope with it. 



DEMAND FOB OR ANTS. 


[29th March, 


7 ®wfo vpir i to 7775 Tfpw &«w ftp or ftwfc vgro k*t facro? <sw 
7<ti ctot towtw i TO7r *(t wpft ticr pivti ww?* p, * w* to 

5l»*H PTW Vtai Vf'si’M 4717 7ff«HRE7 TfTO I TOTT faifa 4? »1t*fIJ 

<wi?i etc* ctctofi ®i fasfa? wipr ww ^sn ttwr wipw i wtv5i wffa pi wtw 

7f1«iU slfiftiw P t|*5l5 T5t37 ^557 o(.<ni.^ 151P5 7*y^ 00180 WW C714 VC75 

pip pra ^rt^T 5Pp 1 ww pwipt wipfir 7ftR 7C77 vtai * «pr. 50 5lwt7 i 
wtr 45 p"ft p vpp Wre rts i$w 7^77 or oswti *pH mt« tW vw 
fro i wtsw wtfn pi www smtsra 47 '®h twtv %si7, #i tw faw cTOttw 
I 3tIW farefl7l SRI 5P%1 PI =}fafW P» CW7I5 I cTMHf ot? TOW «RWH 5 tl 
P7P 75WPU nfcsf 4Sfft 7*f 7*03 TTP PI 4$ W15715 »{fa?W PW | 777 7TOT 

TS WTirsr pi 4 $ wmw p par w ijft CR 7 cwlp witpi? 1577 cn 7 tp 
pspwi tptf't *rra pt 461 cwa 75 1 totcr tipi to<p=? pi? oii=ira istop 
torcI 75177, P 5 Wn 2fvr=t vra p * sr? w srtwrw vc* fa, voip so tw i 
<5tpnt 7tP *spff*t 5t?P5 C7t7 <3W 75C77 C31751 tpft‘t 713, TOW 15 717T1 7PT 
fapfis i afw 4vfa«tp Tfkw «pf to ptor vsT-wfafr c5t=t ftp, 

^towor wfav 7TO twos S^wOr 5 tow ttp 4? Tf^cro Ttfatp sri tti 
4PR1P TOW-lW T^CST TOtfe 57 71 I TO*!! TO5I Wlfa PI 4?,7lfa3W 4? 

7TO P77 fag WStl? TO 71? I TO'f'lV'fc PTSfP 5tfTO 7W:77 iStCTf 
P1?«IP 5«I05 5PT I 7lC9f? 4? VffaolP Cflfl PFIC? WHSF 74tfa5 Tp’TTPS 51? 71 I 
wfa Wlfa '(TrftpTH »pfT5l vfrt'S^I 7*17 PT? Si» John Herbert^ 7sftf%75pF 
sflr^H q-fcsft*? SRC'S W?(.7%77 717 W7T 4? 711717 7f%PR s?t 5C7C5 471 AtTl 
7PTfaC77 W771 7(fa? I7T5 7177 71 Tfa 71 7T771 Tff? 71? s'77 PI? 5T37T7 
W7T <Jtl'77 C7 'ifi 7C7C5, 717 7»C7 717 4? =757 Vfa79fl7 777 5171.5, 71771 fr? 
Wlfa Vfr 757t7 7fas|3fl f7C3l7 til'? 7^7 fara 517 15n;77 7713 151? 5C7 I 71CW? 
4? 7fST-.'3^l7 sfs? 7C7t^msl 717 71 PF7 47 CW17 71? ; C7 717171 Tff 7t3 I 
T5tIW C7I?I C77C7 'stPP TNtfas sp’THis Wfa 51? 71 I 15C7 4SF&1 ^7l 5C5$ P 
PI? 5^ 7fasi , 3?lr7' 'WTTlfaS P7C7 4? 77717 W577 TTWfaS NWtfe77f!f7 7f%7'8^1 
717 7TO1 TTTf^Tf Tf?7 7517C7? SW7 7^T3 57 P 'Wlfa P71C7 Wlfa PT7tt7 
7tl7l7 PT1PR 7WPT7 7Tl7fa*l, 5f7UT 471 7Wl" 75IS 7713 717=11 I TO*fT 

4sRl 7rf% sfST P 7tl7l7 7f»73^(7 777ttpT7 *tt?7, 1}7^1577 C’tW?! 471 '^TWft 
71C5P7 STS^I, 5l77 471 ^Tfa 77P! 711717 WW3 fPlJ 71 7P75 WC5 'Tfa Wfafra 
4SR| 7^C7 71 I P77 P77 q - ‘Tf7 Ttfl fac*tP7 Tiffa 77C« fiPliJ 71? PI? 7W7 
4*1773 715151 77C« s?l78 frllS «tf^C3 T1C7 71 I 777 4? 7ft73#hPF 7717 5 ’7 
«0 f Sfft73^l7 Ttl7 1577 tfTO? ^7Wft 71C57 0117=11 SFTPH P 7(1717 5t®C77 
W5I7 71? ; *f|7 51^7 WCf ; =pf7i5t 7ft73^1 P 7C7C57 5li&CR W5I7, PI? PftP? 
iJW PTt?l ; PI? W51C77 SRI 7715 PPt W*t71 WTfa TOIP? 7f ?’7I 7t® ifi 
Wsffll Tfa !f57 51157 WCf iStr’CW 7 PT 7CW 773 7317 715 7(17 I P77 7I177 
37(1 Tfa iflSf 317 7PT ‘f77 71?, f77 71?,’ 15f5’pT P77 ft7 5PT 7f5 671 C57fa- 
151PI 4? 7(17(5 37tm*t 7&73^r 777 Pt7=tl sRPR P 7tl7l5 5t5c«15 TOW 71? 
1877 #n VP •■7P%<V P TOW 71? PtPI 7H715 VfefCW 15W faTW7 s^TTO 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


569 


194ft] 

4ft f^rvm 9&#<i< 9ftt9 4t9Cfti #9i 

3Pf9 9f9 ’JJ'" 9^f 9flR'3^t9 939 ^£319 9OT 940i #9039 C? 5t;5Tt9 5t®C*19 #aH 
#5’o9 , *K'5f'Tc s f 9r;*ii? 9ffftc99 w tfott etc* 95 *rf99M 5t$=r 49 ; 99 c^rtm 
65l^l'6 4PT *tv5l«T 9ft«Tt9 4ft 9f%C99 #99^915 'afe'OT '9Tf9tt99 £9903 5’’'5 91 I 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, may I move the motion standing in 
the name of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 under the head “54 — Famine" he redueed by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise u discussion about the failure of the 
Government in not declaring famine and not making proper arrangement 
of foodgrains to save starving people from deaths. 
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*?, ctftTO to s&m cfc «rcft 

ui$ cro faiTOt* ^ to sjero TOtt’B' ffa cTOTOtroTOtt qw 

*?’<!* #n WfSfaT TOC^n (Laughter). 

Mr. SPEAKER : Famine^? | 

MMiivf ABDUL WAHED : ^rmi — 4$ ^ft^S\ faTO I 

3rm Mito ffrfro ^rm srt to to TOrfft? $tm to <$c? fro^ 1 
<fpra TOfa §t*ptT* toi— stm vftro TO* *fTO *rcx gt4*H cs?i 1 
Mr. SPEAKER : \3jpr ^ famines '^vfj ^ 1 « 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED : Famine^ ^vfjt Sir. « f fecT 5 TO*T TO«t$ 
$cw£ #n crotch i *rf*f ^5 fai <7r^tc^ j 43TO y ttc^, 

^itm 1 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine’ ' be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion about Government’s inability 
and unwillingness to co-operate with non-official persons and bodies in the 
matter of evolving a broad-based and long range plan for preventing 
recurrence of distress and famine conditions and in rehabilitating the 
diseased and the destitute. 

Although 1 would not say that famine caught the Government napping, 
there is still no denying that while Ministers were drifting from delusion 
to delusion partly in the midst of wishful thinking and partly in anxiety 
to consolidate party position which was still volatile in April-May-June 
last- year, non-official forces in the country whose representatives are today 
branded as the Opposition gave their first reception to the stalking distress 
in their humble manner. Despite jealous official attempts at concealing 
truth and understanding realities public opinion voiced itself through the 
muzzled press and the mutilated platform and Bengal’s famine obtained no 
less than international recognition and the Government of the province had 
at long last to acknowledge it even though grudgingly. 

The result of this bureaucratic dilatoriness on the part of a democratic 
Government has been obvious. At its early and comparatively preventive 
stages, distress and its attendants were allowed to have their mounting 
strides and non-official agencies which were already active in the field were 
not only not encouraged and nourished by administrative assistance but 
what is worse the Ministers and the high-lights of their party scented in 
these useful philanthropic relief organisations a challenge to their own 
willingness and capacity to do good and a threat to oust them from power. 

A healthy Government conscious that its roots are in the faith of the 
people would not only have followed up the lead given by a section of the 
people but would have further enlarged their scope and strengthened their 
efforts by its own propaganda machinery and by material assistance. But 
the Government of the day in its patent shortsightedness behaved otherwise. 
It appeared late in the scene, found its own work already taken up by 
others and in its impotent range and imbecile opportunism began playing 
the shrewish character of ’’heads we win, tails you lose’’. 
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The numerous gruel kitchens and othA relief organisations began 
functioning in spite of Government apathy and when these became live and 
real and effective in their own way Government had to advertise existence 
and avoid endless odium by agreeing to sell some foodgrains at concession 
rates in some places and that for some days. This is how the Ministry 
claims to have stood by their constituencies in distress and the blame for 
all their failures, for the uncountable deaths and immeasurable destitution 
for the massive emasculation of the labour and the peasants, for the 
irreparable exhaustion of the intellectual people, for the nakedness of 
mothers, wives and sisters — the blame for all this is glibly laid at the door 
of the Opposition, as if people have died in millions out of political 
motives and for spitting the Government of the day. It is this ungenerous 
mind of the authorities that has more than anything else contributed to 
the speedy downfall of the province. Benefactors have been branded us 
propagandists and friends have been misconstrued as mere politicals. 

Members of union boards, of local and district boards, commissioners of 
municipalities from one end of the country to another — irrespective of 
community and politics — stood up as one man with the sole desire for 
saving their land from ruin and the enthusiasm was such that Government 
could — if only they would — galvanize all these local bodies and their 
personnel into one vast machinery for reaching the required food, cloth 
and medicine at the door of every single hungry and diseased man and 
woman. Famine would have been fought in its base and at least three- 
fourths of the deaths that have occurred could be avoided and destitution 
could not expand on the vast scale that it has done. But that was not to 
be. Our guardians failed to look upon themselves as trustees for the poor 
and considered themselves merely as persons in power. They stood aside 
in isolationism born of a totalitarian attitude. They failed to put a little 
inspiration into the direct and nearest representatives of the people and to 
clothe them with a little authority for combating emergencies and the 
morale was allowed to go down. They feared that power would go out at 
their cost aud in their nervousness they grubbed at everything, achieving 
nothing. The costly department of Civil Supplies came up as a post- 
mortem organisation more as a coffin for the dead than as a relief for 
living men. What this department is exjieoted to do today could have 
been more effectively done eight months ago, if the charges of supply, 
distribution and rationing were handed over to the net work of self- 
governing institutions. In ray municipality at Berhampore, the municipal 
Commissioners drew up a completed programme for ration in essential 
commodities in September last and this was approved by the District 
Magistrate, but the Divisional Commissioner vetoed it as he could not agree 
to handing over these powers to non-Government hands. There are today 
5,000 maunds of sugar in Government custody in my district but not a 
chattak is available for there is no machinery working. Conditions in 
villages are still more appalling. 

Will things continue like this? Things can improve even now, if only 
Government rid itself of its inferiority complex. People must be trusted 
before Government undertakes any scheme. This will not only increase 
efficiency and effectiveness — this will add to the prestige of the Govrnment, 
for it is not in the Dalhousie Square that Government will have to dig it* 
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roots, they must be firmly plfnted on the soil itself. It must be remem- 
v bered that the country does not belong to the Ministers and their patrons 
alone, but primarily to the hewers of wood and drawers of water. These 
latter must be taken into confidence and all energies must be mobilised for 
relief and remedial measurs. Thy must be made to feel that the lives of 
their numerous fellow countrymen are their concern and that they must 
account for their well-being. 

Death, pestilence and starvation do not work on party lines. They are 
a pienace to all and have to be combated by all. Parties may blossom 
and perish, Ministries will come and go, but this fair and proud province 
of each patriotic Bengalee must be made to go on for ever. 

Maulvi RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,01,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be 
reduced by Re. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to supply the starving people with food. 

I beg further to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100. I move 
this in order to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government to 
supply the starving people (/') with sufficient test or gratuitous relief, and 
(ii) with free distribution of cloth and blankets. 

Sir, if I look to the budget statement of the Finance Minister I find 
that the present Ministry has spent about Rs. 0 crorcs by way of relief 
operations and has incurred a loss of about Rs. 5 erores more due to the 
procurement operations of the Civil Supplies Department for the equitable 
distribution of the available food supplies at reasonable price levels. If 
I analyse the operations of the relief works and the distribution of food- 
grains at mofussil in the distressed areas, you will be convinced that the 
huge sum of Rs. 10 to 11 erores were simply misspent or abused. 

Sir, I represent a constituency in the Tippera district* — I mean, Daudkandi 
and Homna police-stations — which is the most seriously affected area in 
the w r hole of Bengal Lv famine and distress. I do not know r what is the 
official record of the number of deaths in my constituency, but I know that 
the number will be far less than actual deaths because very few of the 
chaukidars or dafadars who generally give the death report are alive or 
able to work due to malaria, small-pox and other diseases. 

The western portion of the Tippera district is predominantly a jute 
area consisting of low lands. The people of this area Cannot maintain 
themselves for more than four or five months with the foodstuff. In an 
area like this the Government did not supply a single maund of rice or 
paddy during the last one year, but on the contrary the Government did 
make a deliberate mischief by their anti-hoarding drive. The anti-hoard- 
ing drive created a panic in the minds of the agriculturists with rumours 
that the rice or paddy in excess of the required amount to be found with 
any agriculturist will be seized and forfeited to the Government. The. few 
agriculturists who had some excess in their area sold their excess amount 
immediately. By this act the Government drove away the surplus rice of 
the 5 to 10 per cent, of the agriculturists from the area but when the acute 
shortage of rice began in July and continued up to December, Government 
did not supply that 90 per cent, of the agriculturists of that area with a 
single maund of rice or paddy. For full six months 90 per cent, of the 
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population of that area suffered seriously — some had to starve themselves 
to death and others were half-starved and took rotten things, not all of them 
due to want of money but due to want of foodstuffs. Thus I find that the 
present Ifinistry is the real murderer of these people. At the same time 
they are doing a great mischief to the future generation by creating a loss 
or deficit of 5 crores to the Bengal Government due to the so-called and 
bogus procurement scheme. 

Now, Sir, coming to the relief operations I know from my personal 
knowledge that no grain doles were distributed before December when the 
harvesting of the arnan crop had already begun. So far as the free kitchens 
are concerned, it was the non-official public who began these through public 
donations and it was in the middle of October that Government began to 
distribute money to some areas for the cost of free kitchens. But the money 
was of no avail when no rice or paddy was available in the market even at 
Rs. 60 or 70 per maund. Only in some areas nominal khiehuris with 
rotten things were distributed with which no man can live for more than 
two weeks. In free kitchen areas I know that not even 10 per cent, have 
survived, some have died due to loss of vitality and others due to cholera 
and malaria and dysentery. 

So far as test relief works in the district of Tippera arc concerned, I 
know that many dishonest presidents managed to secure test relief money 
by thousands by unduly influencing the District Engineer and then 
misappropriated almost the whole amount bv showing some false accounts 
in collusion with the lowpaid work sarkar appointed by the district hoard 
by way of patronising. There was actually no supervision or scrutiny. 

Sir, in a country wlTere people are dying in thousands and lakhs for 
want of food, you can easily imagine the condition of the people for want 
of clothing the price of which is so high now. Most of the poor people 
are almost naked. The problem of (doth is a most serious problem and the 
quantity of (doth that has been distributed is nothing but a drop in the 
ocean. 

* (At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 for exj>enditure under the head “64 — 
Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion about unsatisfactory formation 
of relief committees and rejection of co-operation of respectable and 
responsible non-officials. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think the necessity of relief committees and non- 
official co-operation to meet the famine conditions in the province and to 
fight the disease prevalent in this province cannot be doubted by any sane 
person in India. But we find that in this matter also the Government is 
very slow to implement the promise that they have made from time to time. 
Sir, in spite of the fact that the Government has seen for itself and even 
has expressed its appreciation in public meetings regarding the activities of 
the non-official organisation in the second city of this province, I mean Dacca, 
where a wholly non-official organisation has successfully, economically and 
to the satisfaction of the people been making an equitable distribution of 
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the available foodgTaina and also handling relief operations, yet we find 
that the Government instead of following that example, instead of getting 
such organisations to function in all the districts and also in the interior 
is thinking of costly establishments and is depending too much bpon the 
officials to do their duty. The situation is such that you cannot expect 
people who want to make a living only to tackle the difficult task sufficiently 
and properly. 

Sir, many of us who have never seen officials or gone to Secretariat, 
having regard to the acute distress prevailing in this province, have gone 
to the officials to acquaint them about the real situation. We have put 
forward our suggestions in the hope that they will try to take the hand of 
co-operation extended to them. But what do we find? Some of us have 
gone round and appealed to the non-officials to come and co-operate and 
work in the relief committee. In some cases, retired Government servants, 
Head Masters of schools and members who have served in the Provincial 
Service were requested by us and they came up in order to join and become 
members of the non-official committees. But the circular which has been 
sent out by the Government says that the presidents of these relief 
committees in the interior are to be the Jute Registration Officers — young 
men who serve for a small amount, they are to be the presidents and respec- 
table non-officials are expected to work under them. That shows that the 
Government, will not realise the situation and will not take up the non- 
official co-operation even in the face of the fact that in the second city of 
the province the non-official organisation is handling the problem success- 
fully and well and at a very little cost. 1, therefore, say that the sooner 
Government give up their policy of only depending upon the paid staff, 
inexperienced stuff-young people who have no experience of these things, 
much less any spirit of service in them — the better for the province, other- 
wise the province will suffer and suffer badly and Government will not be 
able to solve tbe difficult situation. I would, therefore, strongly commend 
this cut motion in order ot emphasise the fact that Government must give 
up this policy of isolation from the non-officials when co-pperation of the 
non-officials is available to them which ought to be taken up by them. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that tbe 
demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head be reduced by 
Rs. 100. This is in order to raise a discussion about the increase of estab- 
lishment charges and the decreased provision for relief. 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, after the speeches of the previous speakers I think I 
can be brief. Sir, in spite of the self-adulation of the Ministers and the 
Ministerial party and the admiration felt by their supporters for their great 
performance in dealing with the famine last year, history 
will record that in 1943, 7, 17, 27 or 37 lakhs of people died in Bengal 
through starvation and diseases born of it. So great indeed was the 
solicitude of tbe Ministry for tbe dying millions committed to their charge 
that they left the deaths to be reported by the village chaukidars and to be 
recorded under a miscellaneous head. Causing disappearance of evidence of 
a mnrder is a criminal offence but doing away with the evidence, or failure 
to keep record, of the holocaust due to a mismanaged famine is recognised 
as a political virtue in some quarters. 
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Yet, it cannot be said, Sir, that there was not a machinery which ootild 
be charged with the duty of finding out the dying and dead multitude. In 
the budget of the current year originally a provision of 2 lrikhs of rupe&s 
was made for salaries and establishment to cope with the famine itself ajfart 
from the vast establishment under the head of Civil Supplies to which the 
whole Jute Regulation staff worth 15 or Ifi lakhs was also tacked on. That 
original provision of 2 lakhs again was enlarged on revision to a provision 
of 90 lakhs and 12 thousand for salaries and establishment. Of this huge 
establishment no part could be directed to take account of the dying and the 
dead. When such is the case, 1 would suggest in the first instance that a 
committee of enquiry should be constituted — a committee of non-officials 
surely — to ascertain the havoc caused by the famine 

Now, Sir, coming to the budget before us we see an establishment worth 
1 crore and 11 lakhs is going to be provided for, although we are told by 
prophets, repeatedly proved to be false, that faipine cannot and will not recur 
in the ensuing year and it is only the malevolent disposition and mischievous 
inclination of the Opposition that refuse to see the spectre laid. The 
singular feature of this provision is that it is a lump provision and gives no 
indication either of the number of officers and men that will be employed or 
continue to be employed for the purpose nor of the scales of their remunera- 
tion or allowances, nor what proportion wi*l be spent for contingencies. A 
more complete avoidance, nay suppression, of all details is a budgetary feat 
that might have been witnessed in the days of the Trojan War, but quite 
unparallelled in recent history. How could the Finance Department be 
induced to accept such a bald scheme one can only be left to wonder. Of a 
piece with this bald provision is the lump provision of the trifle of 50 lakhs 
under sub-head “Miscellaneous.” When details of salaries and establish- 
ment amounting to 1 cron* 11 lakhs cannot he disclosed, it may be unpardon- 
able anxiety for official secret to claim to know the details of 50 lakhs 
budgeted under sub-head “Miscellaneous” not to speak of a crore estimated 
for gratuitous relief in a year of bumper crop and of procurement schemes 
making, as announced, abundant progress. Jt will probably be said that it 
is a token of the overflowing generosity of a favoured (Government — and a 
little bird whispers that without such provisions and window-dressing in 
print neither people can be taken in nor loans will be forthcoming — but, 
Sir. it requires some explanation how for the administration of a relief 
provision of 1 crore in the coming year as against a revised provision of 3J 
crores in the present, a larger provision, laiger by 21 lakhs, for salaries and 
establishment can be necessary. 

Now, Sir, to cover up the appalling bankruptcy of the Bengal Govern- 
ment the budget has been described as an anti-famine budget, post-famine 
budget, procurement budget, rehabilitation budget and what not. Bat, 
Sir, can these descriptions be justified, can any anti-famine, post-famine 
or rehabilitation measures proceed at all, without taking a census of the 
landless labour or of the unemployed in the province? If not, the first 
measure that should be taken in this connection is to collect these statistics. 
Unemployment dole may be a very ambitious thing for our country and the 
problem of the destitutes may be left to be solved by passing a Destitute 
Repatriation Ordinance or Act and leaving the rest to soft police lathis, but 
even when gratuitous relief on a large scale has to be organised, I maintain, 
an 1 
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Si*, that the aforesaid census has to be taken as a preliminary measure. 
The ascertainment of the number of destitutes and distressed cannot be left 
to such guess as can be made from optional test relief work. That test 
relief work utterly failed last year even to give an estimate of the appalling 
situation that was coming is evident from the mismanagement of the famine 
situation last year. I tabled a question, Sir, enquiring how many District 
Officers last year informed the Government beforehand of the imminence of 
the famine as it was their duty to do so under the Famine Code (vide section 
$8) but, Sir, the answer has been withheld for two sessions. A part of the 
huge expenditure for establishment may well be applied for the collection 
of the statistics of the unemployed and of the landless labour which, as an 
anti-famine measure, is absolutely necessary. 

The other anti-famine or post-famine measure that appears to be urgently 
necessary is the extension of the colonization scheme in the Sundarban 
districts and a survey of certain portions of the cultivable wastes in each of 
the other districts of the province. In England soon after the war began 
a large area under permanent grass was surveyed and allotments made for 
cultivation thereof. Why cannot some such scheme be undertaken as an 
urgent post-famine work or work of immediate rehabilitation it is difficult 
to understand. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

( After adjoumvicnt.) 

Mr. RADHANATH DA8: Sir I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 2, (i l, 00, 000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 1 move this to raise a discussion about the fact that (/) the 

Government were mainly responsible for the overwhelmingly large number 
of deaths amongst the Scheduled Caste people due to starvation and utter 
negligence and carelessness on the part of t he Government in properly 
distributing doles and food amongst the people of the said community; 
and (n) the question of rehabilitating them. 

Sir, the meaning of my cut motion is quite clear and obvious and there 
is nothing to shroud its significance. The large number of people who were 
very adversely affected by this famine of 194-3 were the depressed class people 
of Bengal. Mr. Speaker, Sir, you must not take this expression of mine as 
a partial one, only because I belong to such a community. It was the 
depressed class people who suffered most and who died in large numbers. 
I have got innumerable letters from various parts of Bengal stating that 
the miseries of the depressed class people knew no bounds and their condi- 
tions were most deplorable and many homes of depressed class people bad 
been rendered lonely and bereft of human beings their family members 
having died in toto without leaving a single living person. These are the 
letters, Sir, the synopsis of the contents of which is as follows : I am reading 
out some of the substances of those letters that I possess with me. If you 
gd through the whole of each and every letter, you, Sir, will be astonished 
and bewildered to know the utter sufferings and miseries of the depressed 
class people and to know also as ter how they died in large numbers without 
food, medicine and shelter. You, Sir, also know how in some places the 
people belonging to the depressed class community had been denied any help 
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only because they are depressed class people and sometimes because they 
were not supporters of some particular party. Let me now, Sir, read out 
some of the letters in their substance. 

There is a letter from Jhapardah Union Board, Dornjur, Howrah, which 
runs thus: “About 1,400 Scheduled Taste people including Kaora, Bagdi, 
Muchi, etc., died of cholera and malaria without any medical treatment. On 
average, still, there are 5 or 6 deaths daily in each village. Quinine sent to 
the local Communist party for distribution is denied to those who do not 
join the said party. Relief sent is extremely inadequate”. 

There is another report from Mr. Probhas Pal, village Pirpur, Nadia, 
Calcutta Address: 75A, Aslmtosh Mukherjee Road. The report runs thus 
“Scheduled Castes do not get relief at all” : l think this is mainly because 
they belong to the scheduled caste, and then the report goes on “Many of 
them died premature death”. 

I will refer to another letter the substance of which is this. Report from 
Mr. Kanailal Pal, Assistant Secretary, Hajipore Tarun Sangha, Hajipore, 
P. 0. Damrai, Dacca, says “Scheduled Caste people are terribly suffering. 
Many of them sold away their movable and immovable properties. No other 
properties are left for them now to sell Many people have no shed on their 
house. They have no cloth to put on. Women are worst sufferers. There 
are some who have left their children and have left no trace of themselves. 
Quinine is very dear aud almost unavailable”. 

There is one report from Mr. Aswini Kumar Biswas, c/o Mr. Nanigopal 
Roy Chaudhun, pleader. Nagpara, Noakhali, which runs thus: “Namasudras 
belonging to No. 2 Char Parbati Union ami No. 3 Char Hazari Union under 
police-station Companyganj district Noakhali, are terribly suffering. Their 
business of betel has been lost. Many of them have lost their hearths and 
homes on account of the alluvion of the river Chliota Feui. Many people 
are dung and many more art- on the point ot death. Help from Government 
kitchen and test relief works is inadequate". This reporter could not get 
adequate information tor his people from the president of his union, because 
he did not belong to the party of the president. The Sec re tan ot the Hindu 
Malmsabha Mr. Rajendralal Chaudhury refused to give any help and 
remarked that the leaders of Scheduled Castes hau supported the Muslim 
League and so they would not get any help. (Cries of “shame, shame” 
from Ministerialist benches. ) 

Then there is a report from Mr. Sarada Ch. Das, Pleader, President, 
Kattali Food Committee. Jafarbad, Chittagong, namely, that about J ,000 
fishermen have so far died of starvation and sickness. Remaining 1,000 
are living in utter distress. Immediate relief is required. 

So, Sir, you will find that almost all the letters are of a similar nature, 
and I do not want to take up the time of the House by reading out the 
same story in each and every letter. Tt had come to pass that the distri- 
bution of foodstuffs, distribution of doles and also distribution of cooked 
food through kitchens organised by Government have not been carried 
out properly, equitably and with good conscience and justice. Though it 
had been made clear by Government notification that the poorest persons 
and those who were facing death by starvation were to be dealt with first 
and not to speak of Government notification but for equity every Govern- 
ment distributor should do that. 
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As regards the rehabilitation scheme, Sir, I would like to say one thi'n R 
and then I shall finish my speech. I shall not deal with the past at 
length but deal with the future. The Government in their proposed 
scheme for relief and rehabilitation in the year 1944-45 estimate t\at even 
in the present circumstances at least 1 per cent, of the population of the 
province of Bengal will require relief in the shape of free distribution of 
food besides the real rehabilitation scheme, then C lakhs of people require 
to be fed, If eight annas be taken per head, then about a crore of rupees 
will be necessary per month, and in a year it will come up to 12 crores 
of rupees. The budgeted expenditure of 1 crore of rupees is a mere drop 
in the ocean. 

Shoemakers and cobblers require special relief. It appears from the 
report that no relief has been provided for them. These people should be 
supplied with implements of their arts and crafts which they sold out for 
their purchase of food during times of famine. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAILS Sir, I wish to make a few observations 
on the famine budget. Before doing so I want to point out to Mr. Shams- 
uddin Ahmed, ex-Minister, who stated the other day that had Dr. Mukerjee 
not come to the help of Muslims there would have been more deaths among 
them, that the Bengal Relief Committee did not give any relief to the 
Muslims. (Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta : Question.) You may question, 
but I am giving the House facts. (Interruption.) 

Mf« SPEAKER: Order, order. There should Ik* no interruption. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: In my own subdivision of Kishoreganj, 
the Subdivisional Relief Committee un(\pr the Bengal Relief Committee did 
not give any help to Muslims and Scheduled Castes. On the committee also 
there is not a single Muslim or Scheduled Caste member. The people 
belonging to the Communist party have also been banned. When asked why 
all these people, Muslims, Scheduled Castes and Communists have been 
banned, the answer given is that Dr. Mukerjee had instructed that no Muslim 
should be taken on the relief committee, nor should there be any Scheduled 
Caste on the committee. My contention is borne out by Mr. Monmohan 
Das, who is not at the present moment in the House, and also by Mr. Mirza 
Abdul Hafiz. Mr. Abdul Hamid Shah who hails from Kishoreganj will also 
support my statement that there is not a single Muslim connected with 
the Bengal Relief Committee. In the subdivision, relief centres have 
invariably been opened where the Caste Hindus predominate. Either in the 
union committees or in the village committees no Muslim has found any 
place. Though it has been called the * ‘Bengal Relief Fund” the work has 
been done as if it is a Hindu Mahasabha fund. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: You have done great injustice to 
Dr. Mookerjee and to the Bengal Relief Committee. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I give my own personal experience based 
on faets in my possession. 

As present test relief work is given under the Famine Code which is 
▼ery old. I would ask the Government to revise the list in the Famine 
Code so that the labourers who are engaged in test relief work may get a 
fair deal. f 
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I now come to the agricultural labourers, landless labourers who torn 
about 30 per cent, of the population of Bengal, No provision has been uiadt 
either in the Famine Code or anywhere else for these people. The tern] 
labour is understood to mean “industrial labour’' but the a&ricultura] 
labourers who form 30 per cent, of the population, nobody takes any notice 
of. I would ask the Government that in providing relief for the labourers 
they must give first consideration to landless labourers. Unless they are 
encouraged and allowed to live the province is bound to sutler in the end. So 
far we find that Government have not taken any notice of agricultural 
labourers. 

So far as gratuitous relief is concerned, I think the amount provided in 
the present year is not sufficient. T would ask the Government to increase 
the amount in the estimates of 1944-4o. 

* 

(At this stage the honourable member having reached the time-limit 
resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: vMfa vcslro, 

Finance Budget srt 

4 ^ *fSnrtaR, yfiw 

f^r<rr<rc wr i cw*rr 

facts and figures fan 0 d ‘<f3sUT 

4^* 4*RT3 *Ffac\si^T i <fty*n c^sn 4«* roPi i 

fe?r ’rRffsfeTt^ o,\b6C c^ftrfa vfctsH c^rPt «o ^c^Ttr^foT *Bn 

most severely affected ^ <\$) T,= ^8 C^ftTfa Vfedn 

80 SPF (tfp? badly affected \ (Mr. Atul Chandra Skn : fo - fo Bf 

oft* vrti rtfc$ y ) cffPts vfryr ^ 4 ?fPi ^ MrPi nr<fefe>rc=Br 

50,} *50 5 Of Pi kO CeTfa affected to some extent, 0*\p| 

00 aos oft* *rr$twi n'sfn k c^tiP 

50 affected by high price only. 4^5tC« C*fafl CT famine4* fBn 

?PF5 8 (/pill? affected I 

4*Rl 5 “^TiT (pointing to the Opposition benches) CcTfa^Jr* sjrvfl d, 

4* *rt ‘Vmvf ’ vttvn firm vftow f?m 

(pointing to the Treasury benches). ?PTT3 (Laughter and interruptions). feBn W 
srfrcs ^ c'sfPr-tUr ^#c r ^ «>tUT, Sir, ^rstyrr, 1 4 ? 

fiuro sifirwr fes* f^facBr ft ? 5*8>88 »rc 

4$ 55 fSf$ 3|tft (laughter) 0,fr0,86,3.G$>y Pfan gratuitous relief^* 

*RT5 I Test relief^ ®R7 *RT5 5,^6,0<L08'G\ Pt^l ; W( S*Bf 

Agricultural and other loans 4 $ c'fCBl 15tffOT 4$ (Dr. N. Sanyal : 

f*f$ ^ wd ? ) '®ft*t 7 rtn c^tPPff «r ^ ^sfirai ♦•p — 5 ^Bn 

>,fi>br.^^«bbC\ ptn I 4^ ferpl head 4 ^fRlTm PB 5 ^ffT 1 K 5 

PBfl I — famine strioken f%:^ CSTtTORf 

^5Bn CO Pt^BT srRf I Civil Supply Department 4 *f* 

Government of Indian food grainy «R7 <3fetCT» f TOS ^I t Cf ^,0C,00,000\ 
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ifet^F! I Pftfe ftnfTT W Tf^n C*f<l 4$“ 

>> Wf’T 6 fi'CH f"f® f^rf^ 6 !* wq T *t?5 | (Mr. Chabu 

Ohandra Roy : ft m ^ ^tf%?) gmn tfftwsr C^T, jfflll 

<=TM«d*l$ ( laughter ) ; <qpp t vgt Rv fW €trfal ssifiTS ^5 
fif I Medical 4*; ^RTt-TT relief ^T» *TWm arfhn W,00,000\ 

ftW? fe*t* *** I far-J WSTT Sft;5fl cnf 6,^G&1 

free kitchen ~ 0,0^,000 jf foftcg 1 4^ 

<$ >RR free kitchen^ PTfr >>0,000,000 ^tft sffon | (Mr. Syed 

Ahmed : Free kitchen4<T *ffa 1 *tfon i ) *rtetin c^lrf 

%tt^ 'ilSW* W*1 \Ofift work house ffi frji ss^Rtre, 4^^ c^TI 

4^ milk canteen C^ft^fl >,hO^T?1 I 4$otP5 C^ft^Z^J' W jpgq 

yftVprT W1 ?hrtts> I (Mr. Abu Hosein Sarkar • Cofafa f3p rr.TO ^51 

c$i rii) ^ftRi c^citc^s *rr. v te i csfaics *Fo m t7.<t >o ^ 

i <*ifci, wi, csttfa ^firoi 

sfcrttl? I (Dr. Naliraksha Sanyal : ^gf afanR ^ ^ wt $i 

TOItflJ) (Mr. Syei> Ahmed : 3^ fw?n fr*m 1) 4 <mtT 3 f%| 

<affir*fa I Oot^Tt? C^fTPH S’fa 4*ttPT ' : 2Ttfii* f^pj 'JR7 jfgffR’ 

Ht I (Voices : f^pR* ^tC^, cm 1 ^fiiftfr R, etc.) 

Mr. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: On a point of information. 

Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No point of information arises now. 

Maulvf MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: 4$^fc< PFtft l?fcn C^T 

Pf'ft/F fa* OfpRrtC^ ? (Mr. Samsuddin Ahmed : omcw 

sran 1 ) (Maulvi Abdul Wahed : ^5 fcfan C^tPTC^T CtftTT^ 

MNT Plfet'Q Wt^i:^; I ) (Noise and interruptions.) Sir, ^Tt^fsTtr^ 4^H?1 ^vft ^f%* 

7 Tot^ 5 fT, ^ ^rfTJ^l 4^ House4?T WC^T ^t<fT I 

4^ofPl (A Voice : ?t^f, ^srt^T^ 4*T<f 

^ ^ : upon this remark there was much noise and interruptions.) — 

Mr. 8YED AHMED: 4^ fr«m ^vfi Sir. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: 4 ^ ^ yf cvfi^ c^FPT — ^Tff% 

mir *n f?t?r vfr^i trdr 1 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. You (addressing the Opposition 
members) will have your chance to reply to what he is stating. But if you 

go on making % noise and creating disturbance the business of the House 

cannot be carried on. I hope you will remain silent while he is speaking. 
His time is soon going to be up and then you will have every opportunity to 
meet his points when you will have your chance. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Sir, \$ C'fpTCSC^T, 

OfftWW 'Q «rpT* C9TIPR1 I fetOT ?mt? 4^ TToT^l OWf I 4^f£ >T?T 

Flftrar^- R(.^C^ *n I (Voices from the Opposition benches : 

DO, we won’t hear him, Sir, '3 r* ^rPo f^T, etc. ) 



ism. J JJ&MA.ND JJUK liJlAKTS. 081 

; Mr. SPEAKER: HtCT?, to the pointy H*[H, ftj 

nfam hi i 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Sir, ^\m HSHHftm C?W H * f m 
nspifts 'hthhh ' 9 *tm chwh - nft arrest ^51 f m ‘Vw< h ft” ‘ Vnrw ' 

Hit” <hkh Hftin 5 rr&i 1 ^rfa ^rt? c*rHf$re stferefe ch 

^ ’fl’T 6 Pc' *1*3 Hffal ft ^rftrlTSH I (Maulvi Abdul Wahbd : «fjjr spqr CHfCHHT 

yjj hI 5 ut<.%>h, < 3 rt? ftg nfc 1 ) w ^tm firm ft *r?? 

'©l^kvo ^ItHHlc^ HflPf «Tt^ $?<.'< HI I (There was loud noise and interruptions 
from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will .you please stop making noise like this P 
Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Sir, CHHH articles H'finrtCfH, 
vitel« ftf%f% chRch^ *ft?i *rt$TH Hf%^ bri ^fi^H ft 

CF?1 ^ftrfc^r I >G *PF Ht 6 fa ftp food grains ft3?H ^falT t' C^ H I 

S8 pieces Ht’HfH *ft? phhWHHC* HtH I T '9 Stiff 

hth c^rtc^m »ffe ftrtHtH? ^ 6 sr* pieces, — 

children garments 4 ^ sflPH 

4 p tt^r5"T C'T-n milk powder C*T3fl T^TfU£ I 4? CH 4$ HH fttfft^H, 

4^ CHSHtH "fft *7.'=TH ^NH'3 r ^3 3*^1 (pointing to the Opposition) 

H^CH! 4 ^f%? (Mr. A. M. A. Zaman : ftmiR?) 

(There was loud noise from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. If you go on creating noise in this way 
the business of the House cannot be carried on. His speech may not be 
liked by you but il is only desirable that \ oil will give him a chance to 
speak. 1 have not been able to follow his speech and I think you also have 
not been able to do so. How will you then be in a position to reply to his 
speech ? 1 would request you to kindly have patience to follow his speech 

with a view at least to give a suitable reply to it if you like. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: nrstOt TOT<n fft yfr EH fW M 

$f%st?7r vftsn spt ht*. ^ftmrrs ft hi hc’TC (clapping). (At this 
stage the red light was shown) Sir, lift? 4?^ time ftf | 

m f*<^? ^sftm m enft?? ’HWch? *r.m *nrr nl$ ; 

SVfcf? *hft 4 * c? ft Tftn 4^ ST rr?n ffinr ?Ffirc& *ttoR 1 ft* 

sste Tca ^ ysftr.? hi i ft-*n c*ct? c^rfa ?t* 4 H qtfre*? yfre’s; Hfftj' 

(Mr. Abu Hosain Sarkah :^trt ^Ttft *tl^TCT I ) \5t?1Vl 

v5ftu?r 1 «« “fiutftft** to 1 '^rt’prtr^ ^ ftj 
oppositions? sake4 opposition 

3T1 ft?1 ^fl ■JftvWC^f ftst? I '3^ ^tus *#t’- 

^fftnn of%c? hi, <?m Hr*nrc®r ftii 

Ht? 1 
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Mr. SHAH SYED 60LAM 8ARWAR HOSAINI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Hon’ble 
Mr. Taraknath Mukerjea 4I *tf3Y0r WH Finance budget r»M <pt3053 \ Finance 
budget ?fft 33331 ill *ll33W §«ifT3 73, Pit 3105 AW ?W t>lW! 4$ House 
3i^3'& 303 I fWW YIlM 1333 '4^ PT li I *? I 1% 'of Cl 73 bis fsss*l 

WPM CAtW WtC3 31 | 

Sir, ill Yi'AfCTCM $33 WOW 1 TO Tlo® 33T1, gi?3. 31® 3l»1 '3 kf®W 
WfTW? 50 bOO I 31ft Cl <sl7«f >ff%W S 35t3l3) ill 7? SWT YtlAtOf gt3 WO 
<3TC«tng,. AW AW CAtW 370, TWO, 710, 3tU, WCS, C8AO 3 3T%13 WflSfO 

3015 — 4«l33 ifeff '-Ks^OT'k Famine ftlrBl 'ifom W33fst fWfl WO 
3tl — ‘51(5‘r'o c T? Jrft' 7^1 | 3^It3 3 sT-3©1 3 ftp 37 

liKWlsfcl CP53I Jjprefo Sir John Herbert 3pAt3 ill oT3‘l W3W1 OfH<i 3lfttP5 
csb Wf%31 3Th' TkltOV | fflpra W33t3W'J t i fWtjTffftW 0013 ill M3 
3101 PI 35T3 »tO 5t7| Wt3fl»l1 ftklOV I Wt3tW3 PTfStAT C3 3t33"l3 Sir 
Rutherford 3tIAt3 Ws< 3 70 WI30H I ftftf 3fAt3 ill M3 ?f%M3 ftwirP) 
flwt3 W3P33I ®fWT W5‘l''o c P ’« 3j!h AlAtOWrtW Wt*sn gOT*i3 »f%rw? 
3\*3t3 fttAA I 3Pl*l 3tAtr3l‘il3 wFa'-fs 3710 333T ! 3t'#W5t3 3ft® "tfAtOt t T>3 
fe®3 3fAt3 ill M3 TfWPM W3l . W<JWr«3 WW . W-JliTO WW AW CATCW3 7®T? 
ftm ^3ASlO W1P3M1 WOVI 3t.”Al3 A? W^Wlk «F3T<i1?, Wt5t31— ill ftwVpI'S 
WfCAtMl 73 I 3pl*t AtftOOrT 3' > 3T , -I‘f TJ3t3 JtforStPWl ill ®RT fiplt AOPM I 

Sir, 3fil3®ftW CW3 Mfl wfapH 31 ? 3fB3'51 ftiSf .3ftf3 ^ OTOT3, AtAlftl 

W'Jt^tft tToft 373310 ?(M WvT $*I1W3 WftOlOu I 3f31 3flAt3 5l$A 33331C73 
W3T 3fS3®t3 3I> W3 7fS3 37 Ispahani Brothers.^ wftrtOW Supplier. 

ilW fttW 3f®TW3 ?f3A Wl3R‘t. ipfrftrw Supplier Ispahani Brothers.^ W'AA'ol 
>9C?75t5tf3bl, 43 3f3 3fB3®t3 f3P73 wfoi Supply 3fit3 W4 "ftl3t31 , ®t3l 13‘ttO 
AW AW 3W«7t3 W-Jt®tC3 f57, PM W1W C<iPmp( Af3‘B I 

Sir, irf3t3 37 wft PltWlOIA 7W 3f®03 I3W CbtA ftffks 3103 IftPS ®13 
f%OT3 3C3? 7f331 7k® 3tO I Prt33 CW13 . S*tWt3 Tlo 31 I British Parliament, 
Government of India i]7* OOfA Sf33® 3«f3 6tA ftoftA, pressure ftoftq 
®43 ijpm wo ftoo wtw Afitto wo ftrfti «trwr® 3to3 3tl — obit to woo 
W33053 ftwfc '303331 WOT53 I 

Sir, 3t3f3 37 dtAfl PitTfSk ?M7lA 30103 O Gruel Kitchens? sufficient 
30313% W31 TlttfMl I Wl3t3 WJCW k®t31 Wft, 3T‘At3 lft3 a W^-33 W0& 
3Ttf3® 70 31*313 W ®13053 37 POTWtk tfft)St3 CWtft CWtPt PtWt3 5t®A 3 Wtl® 
3t;Al3 30 30 f3®33 WfotOfA I il33 fw WtOlftwi, C^U <3Cp3, ‘3 W13C33 5®^ 
W33'o 4 37 3t| 311313 «RT 3t7t3T 3fttl3tC53 I Wt3 3PA13 3IOT3 3ft3«l 

ill Ift)5l3 SfPnr ?f%OW 3t;At3 srt 3t3l Gruel Kitchen 3P3t3W WO053 I Wl3 
4l *tf330 ®71 tpFM WfWPS AWW1 C3t3 Wf30®C53 31 I 

Sir, W5PS 31033 %t 3f53®t3 ftiWp 33! <J3: W3013 303 Famine 
Otftt WOA 3ll I Famine Codeiioj OT3l Wto? C3 C3Pt 333 ?f«W SAfr® 70 
M# 3 Wsw'o'kw Pll ^f%W *nft® WWC33 Wf33PfTW3 33W StY ?f73 Wftti Tlo, 
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gtro sjIct, SSfrow $$Pf?n*r ^prat sure st?, c*mv*s cTOrtssfir st* fare 
srt, csrt^rhr « ftfavrf* sra ftrsyrc, 'srtsft-tpfra to 

m •Government Famine c^'fl ^1 TOT C^tPf ’$ *TOtf** 

<6 y»T «fhil tt TO7$ TOTC^, Gruel Kitchen^ TOfrT sft^^fhr 

TO$ *nf*T *t1*R ?*T? , 3^m I *fipret* STt^^f t CT fc** RCW CSTtV CIN 

TO TCTCf , vfj^rs ?f%rec$ I ^51 ftf^VTTO* ^5 I ^f*t* Gruel Kitchen*? 
?TC*PF 5t^T, ^TOTt^ffft CEt* 5W5 fTOl^ TfiTCU Tfi'I'oH ?*ft *t?l 

TOt^, <3t*1$ C*ftTO (Laughter). 

Sir, i*Rt* £TO ^TRTO Tfl^ C^Nt^t C^TR ^ffisfiffif I (RfoWft 

m 'fM tfTtf ^TOl Stsft? (RfoWlt C^f^r vfr I feft District 

Board Election^ ostft TJt^TR TOFtfl' frlTO TO? <^Tt*tfiHl TORTS^ 1 

f? C*TO Chairman TOR <R$ fifSR f*05t* — WR?t C^*f=TPft?T first* TO $tTO 
C?t«mi ? 

Sir, ^Rt* *\ ?fa <riwttsr ??, dY^rft 'S fir: ^rfiRij* cTO §?? 

frra ^n , c*r «fi oh? r* ^tf%* cMT^rtfir 'at*t v fij t^fisfiffro* * 

^tv 5 oft '3 wtfe 4* era c**ft fof TO ?f*tf5 <TO ? o i 

Sir, 4% *tf*TO ’Stffif 0*0*1 TST^W (pointing to the European Group) 
*77T TOC5R I \ilOt* 0 <T? I* *fif <ij?f?l C^TtTQ *fl C*f£* **1751 fir: RffeMt? ***T f? 
His Majestyc? vfqj-^ ^rfr^ '3 ?*£$ ^5 I 4$ *t:*Tt* «?$ ?TV C*f1? 

*1 0*tO) TOT C'tCS?, *fsRo1 ^<$1, TOCTO1 , ^3 S^fTT* * r f%n^C^ s t, ^5t*l C* Wtfii- 
csi fr cftcz ffr T 5mus o?u w i ^rrwi *fa position- * 

opposition ^Tftfi o fifC^i TOftft* (7T*t* *^1* 

^5Ri r$r*T tw?i i ^tw fir^ ^trt*i to c^irs? ’tf* T ?T^ i 

crocrofi^ 7Tf* 4 r w, : 5trTO* - 3*^1 *mt* a>h w*r i r 5twt ^r*i 
f% ^*fl» ? <F‘^tfr| — ( At this stage the member having reached the time- 

limit resumed his seat. ) 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER : Sir, many oi my friends in this House 
have already said about the sufferings of the Scheduled Castes during the 
last famine. Sir, to speak the truth, the last famine was the famine of the- 
Scheduled Castes, and they were the worst sufferers. 

Sir, the Scheduled Castes during the last famine have been rendered 
homeless and they have sold away all their utensils to keep their body and 
soul together. If Government had any proper agency to collect death 
figures, they might have seen that the death rate among those poor 
Scheduled Castes would have been the highest. 

Sir, Government came to the field with relief in various forms for which 
I congratulate the Government, but, at the same time, I beg to submit 
that Government themselves had the kindness to admit that in administering 
relief Scheduled Castes' cases were not properly considered. The other day 
we received a letter from Government where Government admitted that in* 
the matter of administering relief, the cases of the Scheduled Castes andl 
other minority communities have been neglected in many districts. 
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Sir, this relief was mainly distributed through some private organisations 
or through food committees. As to the private organisations, I beg to 
submit that there was very little representation from the Scheduled Castes 
in them, and for want of representation, they had little relief in the hands 
of those organisations. 

As to food committees, Sir, I beg to submit that in the same letter 
Government had the kindness to arlmit that those food committees were not 
properly represented by the Scheduled Castes. Due to want of their 
representation in those food committees, the cases of the Scheduled Castes 
were neglected. Due to these facts, Scheduled Castes were not getting 
proper relief from these bodies. 9 

Therefore, my request to Government for the future is that Government 
should be able to see that the cases of the Scheduled Castes are not neglected 
and as to the formation of committees I would request Government to see 
that Scheduled Castes’ representatives are included in those committees. 
In view of the situation I request Government to come forward with special 
relief for the help of the Scheduled Castes who suffered much during the 
last famine. 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Famine TOTS '^TOtF^ ^tft 
'QW 4$* Ft$V — TOtF ^1 ftF “TO 3 ? 'ifW) 

i 51^17 *ftw, Pfi c 7 ^ 

CW=*Tt=T TO'TT >373 sftfWfa District Magistrate^, Deputy 

Magistrates*^ -srPPTS (Jircle Officer^ ; Union 

Boards members . president^ 3 ^’331 TOpffc 7 (1 ftpj 

trft 3 ! (TT^Pf fatfl ft foft C^TO I 

ftFfe ^11 Sl^Pf ^ P C5*i 'JtTO’S , 3WI PlTOr? 

CTiCIT f« ols vl fTO TOS1 TO 7 TT 7 fl 7 T7 ftf Fl*T 

TO ? F1 CTO TOT31, TO2 30 ft ^1 TO 'djTOT 

WsW TO C'ftF I ^ CTOtTO 3^ 7 TO*T TOtfFl — ^flTtUT 

t” I ^TlrtUT TOCSm <fTO' ? ^ CTO’ TO WKT 

r *n fog 7 TtTOr to%*fi otfzwi <?\ cTO 

TC3 I High Courts Chief Justice (77 Fft — 

^ ^RTO> 7 i 1 CTS Industrial School Fft *lTfo ^TtP^t 

<31^ Fft CW^5, TOT<7 (7*5 <7F$ ^Ttf% famine relief^ Ft^T ^57tP 

5ft ?HF ?T*F C^TtTC^ WPttM I dPfft CTOtlW Vf TOTC^l — 

^5^ Ministry^ — ft$ Ministry. 7 TF3tF3 STM *11 ; 9 ^S 

•Ptos ssH ^ ?n wra wi i 

I Pto-srtt Ml TO, ^ Ft^TH^ 

01^ m $*1^ C57t^m T1?I ^rfsr Ffftre TBV I 

vfi? $9 *#ft ‘ffTO m fkf ^ 

,'^pf c^car i 

^rfron Housejj^ ijlTO’S t*fl4Wf ^3tWf 

ftCTT <tftni T*R W Wl ^ftf -jfrl 
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cytri fare *t:*inr cm vfim tot *rtzfi cmwft '<&m 

WCW JQ5FSR C?St?r^ « ?l ftrft? 

ffen?, c? tfan ?i 4tn ?m ?r* 1 c? ?? cg rfrcw 

^n ?? ^c?ri 3 t 7 tty 1 4?? f% 4 ?^ c^ c<re 

?i '3 *c*t?i tot 5Ttc^ 1 $tn vgt^r ?t*Ff*r? 

4$ f*Ns-?#fri ^\ 5 <t? 6 £ bHfata vtfi? (^5 ftR, qftt^ ftyi c*c»t? <arttn 

jpjf^K 51?, 4* ^Tfart? ^vfl I 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA* Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would not have 
intervened in the discussion but for the accusations that have been made 
by my friend Mr. Isruil as to the function of the Bengal Relief Committee. 
Sir, I want to say that the accusations are absolutely false. The relief 
committee has made no distinction between communities and communities 
as regards distribution. My friend Mr. Shahedali who is sitting by his 
side will corroborate my statement that relief 1ms been distributed in his 
village. I was one of those workers who distributed relief and 1 can say 
this that relief has been given to the people irrespective of the communi- 
ties — Hindus and Muslims. (Cries of “hear, hear” from the Opposition 
benches.) The accusations that have been made by Mr. Israil are absolutely 
false, mischievously false and I must say that be bus done great injustice 
to the committee which is functioning in the matter of the distribution 
of relief. 

As regards distribution of relief to the Scheduled Castes — I do know’ that 
the Scheduled Ca>te people have suffered most in this distress — I (“an say 
that they did not get any relief from the Government Central Relief 
Committee which was functioning under the supervision of Government. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, if evidence is sought of the District Magistrates of 
Bengal they will corroborate my statement that so far as relief given by 
the Bengal Relief Committee is concerned, there has been no discrimination 
between the communities. Distribution has been made irrespective of 
communities — Hindus and Muslims. Sir, I again repeat that the state- 
ment of Mr. Israil is false, mischievously false* so much so that I cannot 
characterise it in proper language. 

With these words. 1 do condemn Ihe attitude of Mr. Isruil. (Applause 
from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, in my district after my release 
from the jail I organised the Dinajpur Art a Seba Sanghu for the relief of the 
destitute and it wits a branch of the Bengal Relief Committee. It is false 
to say that no Muhammadans were taken in the committee. I may say that 
Maulvi Hasan Ali who is the President of the Dinajpur District Muslim 
League is a member of the committee which 1 started at Dinajpur. Montana 
Abdulah-el Baqui is also in the committee. The President of the 
Scheduled Caste Association whose name is Pandit Gobinda Chandra Roy 
is also in the committee. So it will be absolutely false to state that in 
constituting committees we do not take any Muslims and Scheduled Caste 
members. I invite my' friend Mr. Israil to come to my district and examine 
whether in distributing relief we made any discrimination between com- 
munities and communities. It is absolutely false to say that only the caste 
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Hindus received the relief. Muslims and Scheduled Caste members were 
equally treated and all of them got relief. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, ^^3 North Bengal 

c^r w c?ir, fif’pi art* ’item cito 

; ^rfw f?rf%*r nt^tnr o$C5? 7 ^ ^ wn 

*n ft«pi fry** *rt*rai yr*Rftr* tot ?rft 1 *rwi 

TTWrr gw kitchen committee ^fM| T5 ypRH 41^, ^5 

scheduled castes 4Z^, 4$ (/Fft? CTO 4CT 'SiH *ttTO 

WT<H I 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: May I ask my friends Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta and Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu whether they are aware that 
no such thing has been done. I do not blame the Bengal Relief Committee 
but I directly and most vehemently say that no such thing was done. I ask 
Dr. Mookerjee whether it is not a fact that in the district of Rangpur relief 
was given only to those people who signed the Hindu Mahashaba creed. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA, One thing I want to ask Dr. Mookerjee. 
His pictures are there and his slogans are there f% ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA: 1 do not want to say many things. What I 
want to say is that so far as the statement uttered by Mr. Kshetra Nath 
Singha is concerned, I can only say that the statement uttered by him is 
entirely false. ^ 

Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, we are not here to discuss the 
relief operations of the non-official relief committees, but I shall refer to 
their activities in the course of my speech. We have met here to pass the 
budget estimates of the Bengal Government and not of the Bengal Relief 
Committee or of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mahasabha Relief Fund. 
(Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik: Provocation came from your side.) No, it 
did not. It came from your side. Sir, vo are here to discuss today the 
question^ of Bengal famiue not with reference to what happened in 1943 but 
to the conditions in 1944. I do not wish to discuss in detail as to who has 
been responsible for the Bengal famine, except to say this that the part which 
has been played by the present Ministry has not helped to ease the situation ; 
on the other hand it has aggravated the situation considerably (Cries of 
‘‘Question" from the Coalition Party Benches). Sir, today is *9th of 
March. This day last year the resignation of Mr. Fazlul Huq as Chief 
Minister was obtained by the then Governor. The House will recall that 
during the Budget discussion of 1943 the then Ministry made it abundantly 
clear that the situation then in existence was alarming, that there was a 
serious shortage of foodgrains in this province and that unless some radical 
steps were taken in the very near future, Bengal may be plunged into 
disaster. Sir, I do not wish to take the House through the remarks made 
by Minister after Minister after the assumption of office of the new Ministry 
in April, 1943, stating that there was no food shortage at all, stating that 
everything was all right, stating that in the course of a few weeks (Rai 
Nath Chaudhuri : In the course of a fortnight.) that was what 
Hdi* Finance Minister said— the prices would fail and that there would be 
peace and plenty throughout the province. 
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Now, Sir, the charge which we bring against the Ministry is that if they 
had not lost valuable time during that period, the situation would not have 
worsened as it did worsen in the course of 1943. Today, Sir, in 1944 what 
is the position? There is an exact repetition of the statements similar to 
what we heard in 1943. 1 have made here a tabular statement of what was 

said in 1943 and of what is being said in 1944. There is the same assurance 
given without the adequate and required data behind such assurance. What 
is the charge that we bring against the Government? Government did all 
it could to prevent the news of distress in Bengal spreading throughout the 
province and outside the province. What part did the non-official organisa- 
tions play during those critical mouths? The members of the House, if 
they analyse the situation dispassionately, will find that it was the non- 
official organisations which first thought it necessary to start relief operations 
and only after they had started work, the Government started doing some- 
thing. So far as call for help was concerned, appeals were issued by non- 
official bodies and individuals throughout Bengal and outside. Certain 
appeals and certain statements were tried to be suppressed under the orders 
of the Defence of India Rules but had not public opinion been aroused 
throughout India through non-official efforts and through the efforts of some 
newspapers, specially The Statesman which does not occupy a place in the 
Opposition but which did invaluable service in letting out the truth and 
making it known throughout India and abroad, the Government of Bengal 
would never have been brought to its senses. So far as non-official relief 
organisations, the two main organisations with which 1 huve been connected, 
viz., The Bengal Relief Committee and The Hindu Mahasabha Relief Fund, 
are concerned, 1 can say without any fear of contradiction that there has 
been no distinction in respect of caste, creed or colour with regard to relief 
given by them. 1 have got before me the returns from various local relief 
organisations and from other places which go to show that we have served 
man without any distinction of caste, creed or colour. But what about the 
secret circular issued by the Government to the District Officers that among 
Moslems none but a Muslim Leaguer is to be appointed as a member of any 
relief committee? Mind you, Sir, that of these lakhs of rupees which have 
been raised by non-official organisations, 99 per cent, has been raised by 
non-Muslims but according to instructions received and according to our 
own judgment we decided that we should serve man irrespective of any 
consideration. On the other hand, whose mone> has the Goevrnment of 
Bengal handled and mishandled? It is the money of the people of Bengal. 
It is not the money of the Muslim League Rartv sitting over there. It is 
not the money of the Hon’ble Ministers who have administered the funds; 
yet in every place distinction has been made both with regard to management 
and distribution. That is however not the main point we are discussing 
today. The main point is how to prevent famine in 1944. T would say this 
with all the emphasis at my command that whatever we have said during 
the last few' months is due only to our fear based on reasoned facts that 
unless things are properly shaped, there may be a recurrence of famine. 
From one point of view, no question of recurrence arises. Has famine dis- 
appeared from Bengal ? What w r as the price of rice before the famine days 
and what is the price of rice now ? On the admission of Government and its 
supporters you cannot get rice at a price less than Jts. 15 or 16. I ask 
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you: does that not represent that famine conditions are still prevailing in 
various parts of the province ? But what has the Government done ? What 
the Government has done is to gag public opinion. ^Government has 
directed that there will be no criticism of the failure or inefficiency of the 
Government to be allowed to be published in any newspaper in Bengal. I 
ask you : is that the way in which the situation in Bengal is going to be 
tackled? It has been said right from the top to the bottom — every one 
connected with Government and outside has said — that unless and until 
you can restore public confidence, the conditions in Bengal can never alter; 
and how can confidence be restored if the uliimate responsibility for carrying 
on the food policy is left in the hands of the Ministry which does not ad- 
mittedly enjoy the confidence of large sections of the people of Bengal. 
(Cries of “No, no” from the Government Benches). It is no use your 
shouting “no, no”. You know that in your heart of hearts you are a 
sectional Ministry, that you are a Ministry which commands the confidence 
of one section of the people and that there are large sections of the people 
who do not have any respect for your integrity, efficiency or honesty . 

Now, Sir, only three days ago, the Associated Press issued this message 
from Bogra. It is dated 22nd March. It runs thus: “Batches of destitutes 
are again pouring into the town in a very weak state of health. A body of 
a destitute was found lying on the Rangnur Road for some hours while 
another was seen being devoured by vultures and jackals on the Station 
approach road”. (A voice from the Government Benches: “Ah, ah!”) 
Who is the gentleman who said “Ah, ah!”. This is an Associated Press 
message which has not been published except in one paper in Bengal. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: It is false 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mi Rasik Lai Biswas whose 
raxhikatha knows no limits, says that the statement is false. The Associated 
Press representative 1ms sent out a false message in order to tickle the vanity 
of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas. Now, Sir, 1 ask the Hon’ble Ministers: can the 
Hon’ hie Minister deny that it was only about 10 or 12 days agu a report was 
sent by the Superintendent of Police, Bankura, who is not in league with 
the Opposition, addressed to the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 
Burdwan Range, disclosing the serious state in Bankura and the anxious 
times which the officers were having. These are the words : “As regards 
rice and small coins” — 1 ask every member to pay close attention to it — 
“it appears that the situation is going to be a repetition of last year. Prices 
of rice and paddy are on the increase. Rice and paddy are disappearing 
from the market. The same is the case with small coins. There has been 
a continual complaint by the (police) force oi extremely rotten supplies of 
rice coming from Government Stores. I have already brought this to the 
notice of the District Magistrate but no practical solution has been reached.’ 
— Now mark the comment on the administration of the Food Department — 
“The supply consists of a mixture of four different kinds of rice with a 
liberal addition of stones and the users are mostly suffering from stomach 
troubles. I foresee a disabled force if this kind of supply continues”. From 
Bankura you go to Chittagong. What is happening in Chittagong? In 
Chittagong, Government has arranged for the supply of foodgrains to about 
15 per oent. of .the people through controlled shops and there also thp 
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prevailing price is about Rs. 16. There are thousands in that area who can- 
not afford to buy and live by purchasing rice at Rs. 16. But that is only 
affecting 15 per cent, of the people. Eighty-five per cent, of the people in 
Chittagong are left to their own fate which means that they cannot get rice 
at any reasonable price whatsoever, the prevailing price today being between 
Rs. 22 and Rs. 24 per maund. 

Coming away from Chittagong to the Calcutta Gazette , take the Calcutta 
Gazette and read it every week. What are the facts which are disclosed 
here as regards the situation in Bengal, district by district and subdivision 
by subdivision. Take the figures given up to 8th March and published in 
the Calcutta Gazette of 16th March. Out of 89 districts and subdivisions 
there are as many as 29 where on the own admission of Government black- 
market is prevalent or no information is available from the markets in those 
places. And those districts include Tippera, Chittagong. Dacca and other 
places. What does it disclose? It discloses that somethings is rotten 
somewhere. In spite of the bumper crop which we have announced through- 
out India and throughout the world the people of Bengal are suffering in 
March to this terrible extent. You can ihrottle public opinion, you can 
gag the expression of free criticism but will that save millions of people!* 
Did that save people in 1948? And why has the Government lost the confi- 
dence of the people? Leave aside the party label of the Ministry. Take it 
on its merits. Why do we not trust the Government? Why did not the 
people trust the Government? The reason is this: take some illustrations. 
(At this stage there was loud noise from the Coalition benches.) It iN no 
use shouting. Treat yourselves as human beings and be not the gramophone 
of t he so-called leaders of your party. 

Now, Sir. take the case of bad food. Mr. Suhrawurdv said repeatedly 
that the bad food, the bad quality of rice which was being supplied was the 
responsibility of the Central Government. He went on i open ting that. I 
am not quoting him. 1 won’t take the time of the House and quote them 
in detail. This was repeatedly said and the Government of India protested 
against it. (Cries of “who protested?", “Who protested?" from the 
Coalition benches. ) Sir J. l\ Srivastava protested. (Cries of ‘‘Oh “Oh!” 
from the Coalition benches.) You shout “Oh!", “Oh!", because he is a 
Hindu; hut Sir Azizul Huq protested and said it was the responsibility of 
the Bengal Government. Now who is this Sir Azizul Huq? 

Mr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: He is a gramophone of the Govern- 
ment of India Secretariat there. 

Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Then have the courage to repudiate 
the Government of India publicly and say that they have falsely replied. 
Then, Sir, it has been stated that the Orissa Government was responsible for 
the bad quality of rice: Mr. Suhrawardv getting the rebuff from Delhi ran 
to Orissa and said that it was the Orissa Government which was responsible. 
But read -the statement issued by the Orissa Government on the 24th March 
which stated that the allegation was absolutely false and that the res- 
ponsibility was not of the Orissa Government. Whose responsibility then is 
it, I want to ask. You have the right to ask. the members of the Govern- 
ment party have a right to ask whose responsibility is it that the quality of 
rice has deteriorated? The point is that public confidence has shaken 
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because the Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies/ Department says one 
thing in Calcutta one day throwing the responsibility on the Central 
Government and something else from another place on another day throwing 
the responsibility on another provincial Government; and when these are 
repudiated by the Governments concerned the result is that public confidence 
is completely shaken. 

Take the next point. When we brought forward the charge tha,t 
thousands of maunds of paddy had been allowed to remain in a state of 
wastage near Jessore railway station platform, up rose Mr. Ruhrawardy 
there and said, “Oh, what could we do? We could noj get the transport 
facilities/’ Who gave the reply to this from Delhi? It was Sir Edward 
Benthal, who is neither a Hindu, nor a Muslim, nor in league with the 
Opposition members. What was bis answer? His answer w’as, “We gave 
tile Bengal Government transport facilities according to their programme 
and this Jessore stock w'as never included in the programme submitted by 
the Government of Bengal”. You are sitting there as dummies and dolls, 
giving your support to the Ministers because you think that your Muslim 
League Party will remain alive. It will not remain alive. Whether the 
Opposition wins or not is a matter of indifference. If you think you can 
play with the lives of millions of people of this province in this way, you 
are utterly mistaken. 

Now r , Sir, what about profiteering? 1 am quoting these instances only 
to show win it is that the people have lost confidence in the Government. 
Why is it so? Look at your profiteering scheme. It was said by the 
Hon’ble Minister that there was no profiteering at all. Getting wheat 
from the rest of India at a low price, that wheat was sold at a higher price 
to the dying people of Bengal enabling the Bengal Government to make 
a clean profit of fttf-44 lakhs of rupees. Mr. Ruhrawardy said that that was 
all over. But read Mr. B. R. Sen’s speech in the Council of State on 
February 21, 1944. On February 21. 1944. Mr. B. R. Sen says that 

Bengal Government has been going on making profit even during the last 
few months — a fact which was denied here by the Treasury Benches and 
Mr. Suhruw'ardy. Does that help to restore confidence? 

The point is, Sir, that we are genuinely anxious that there must not 
be a recurrence of the distress of 1 943 in 1944. That is the point that I 
want to emphasise upon today, and that cannot be done until confidence 
is completely restored in the bona fide* of the Government. I say this, Sir, 
that a lead has been given in the Central Assembly where the Muslim 
League has joined hands with other parties for defending the rights of 
the people. The point is, will the Bengal Muslim League Party have the 
courage aud statesmanship to play the same role? (Mr. Rasik Lal 
Biswas; You want to come in!) You have no reason to be afraid of 
that. We have tested you from the Congress Party to the Muslim League 
Party. Treachery has its limit, but you have outstripped that limit of 
treachery, Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas. 

Sir, so far as the future is concerned, I say this in all earnestness and 
seriousness that there is absolutely no hope for Bengal unless you and we 
can combine. There is absolutely no hope for the province unless we all 
sink our party differences and unite to solve the food problem. The other 
liar. Mr. Suhrawardv aaid — T not nreaent in the House at that time — 
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that I had gone to ask for the support of the European party. The talk 
which I and two other friends had with the European party I need not 
disclose, but I can say this without any breach of confidence that there 
was no question of our asking for their support for any party interest. 
The point which we put to them and which we put to them today in public 
is that the Bengal Legislative Assembly, taking the Indian members, is 
divided into two sharp groups: we have 100 Hindus and Muslims in the 
Opposition and add to them the 10 members who are behind the prison 
bars which will give you 110; and on the Government side you have about 
110 or 115 Hindus and Muslims and 30 others who are neither Hindus nor 
Muslims but something else sitting over there to hold the balance. What 
we appeal to them is this: at this crisis when the offer from the Opposition 
is that we must present a united front to solve the food problem with which 
the country is faced, you should do nothing which will place Bengal under 
the heels of sordid party-politics and prevent that united front which alone 
can make any scheme of rehabilitation and food scheme successful. What 
about the judgment delivered by the Chief Justice of Bengal? That shows 
how things are moving on. The Chief Justice is not a member of the 
Opposition, and we have no control over the Chief Justice’s expression of 
views. We have no control over the Chief Justice's pen and views. The 

Chief Justice said two days ago (A member from Coalition Benches: 

Is it Pollard?) It is not Pollard. Tt is another M.L.A., an M.L.A. who 
belonged to the Opposition against whom certain criminal proceedings were 
pending. He was made to go to the Government party and the bait was 
given to him that the proceedings would be withdrawn. The Chief 

Justice’s judgment makes it clear (Voices from Coalition Benches: Tt 

is a lie.) If you say it is a lie, you call the Chief Justice of Bengal a 
liar. Go and say that to him I)o not say that to me. He hud before him 
the letters and documents and he had made it abundantly clear that the 

Secretary of a particular department was desired by — the name was not 

mentioned and the Chief Justice went on asking bj whom he was desired 
— to approach the District Magistrate to give long adjournment in respect 
of this case. 

Sir, what I say is this. This is only one illustration. There are other 
illustrations of this sort where force and coercion are being brought to 
bear on members of the legislature in order to keep the Government party 
somehow alive but, Sir, the point is that it will have a direct effect on 
the morale of the province. What we want is that there must be a strong 
and united government representing all parties who are willing to work 

the constitution and then it will be (Mr. Fazlur Rahman: You are 

dividing the Muslims.) We do not wish to divide the Muslims. We want 
that all of us should unite and you say we are dividing the Muslims. It 
is you who are dividing the Muslims and not we. If we can unite it is 
only their that we can hope to solve the food problem. I offer the hand 

of co-operation in full earnestness and I hope, Sir, that the response will 

come from the party that now controls the destiny of the Ministry. On 
the other hand, if you go on as you are going on, you can keep your 
Ministry for some days, but now with the food situation being what it is, 
with the lack of confidence in the mind of the people as we witness in every 
part of the province and the war situation taking the turn that it has taken 
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it will be the greatest mistake that can ever be commited by any Govern- 
ment. I hope, Sir, that we shall be able to rise equal to the occasion and 
prove to posterity that although we might have fought and fought hard 
in the course of the last few years, when a real crisis came we stood up 
like men and we took up the great task and responsibility for saving the 
province which is the beloved motherland of Hindus, Muslims, Christians 
and every one who can subordinate personal, party and communal interests 
to the supreme considerations of national welfare. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
have listened with great interest and care the observations made by the 
honourable members in moving the cut motions as well as the discussions 
that followed. I am thankful to those members who have made practical 
suggestions and I can assure them that they will receive the most earnest 
consideration of Government. But I am sincerely sorry, Sir, that some of 
the members of the Opposition in their great anxiety to hurl abuses on the 
present Ministry have only indulged in vague, baseless and wild charges 
and unjustified criticism and have hopelessly failed to advance any con- 
structive suggestion or criticism regarding the administration of relief. 

Sir, even l)r. Syainuprasad Mookerjee has said many things. He has 
also tried to hurl abuses on the present Ministry and the party supporting 
it. He has spoken about many other things and he lias also said many 
things ubout the Department of Civil Supplies. But, Sir, he has not 
uttered a single sentence suggesting any constructive proposal or even 
criticism regarding the demand under discussion. So, Sir, I have hardly 
anything to say in reply regarding his observations. He has not thrown 
a single suggestion about our present relief measures or matters concerning 
it. 1 am sure, Sir, my friend Mr. Suhrawardy will avail himself of the 
earliest opportunity to reply to his observations regarding the Civil Supplies 
Department. I submit that the Ministry has done its utmost, for rendering 
every possible relief to the distressed. It is very gratifying to note that 
in these humanitarian services we received the fullest help, best support 
and whole-hearted co-operation of all sections of the public. People 
irrespective of caste and creed died in thousands due to poverty and sickness 
and irrespective of caste and creed Government rendered every possible 
help and relief to them with the fullest help and co-operation of the people 

of all castes and creed. In a humanitarian work of such great magnitude 

Government feels that its success depends on the earnestness and devotion 
to duties of the officers on the one hand, and the sincere help and co- 
operation of the public on the other. There can be no doubt that the 

recent country-wide distress was vast in magnitude and unprecedented in 
character. It has most rightly been observed that the extraordinary 
situation through which the present Ministry had to pass is of an unprece- 
dented magnitude and the Ministry was called upon to deal with the biggest 
famine in the history of Bengal. 

Sir, I shall place before the House what has been done during the year 
for rendering relief and from which it will be possible for the House to 
judge whether Government have failed to discharge their duties properly. 

Sir, it has been alleged that Government failed in their duty by not 
declaring famine in Bengal. I submit that every possible step was taken 
to meet the abnormal situation. To check the progress of famine conditions. 
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Government at a very early stage issued large amounts as agricultural 
loans to remove distress and to enable the cultivators to employ as many 
landless labourers as possible. Up to June, 1943, a sum of Rs. 1,17,78,000 
was actually paid as agricultural loans. From July onwards the situation 
rapidly deteriorated and severe distress prevailed in many parts of the 
province. To meet the situation Government adopted various relief 
measures as will be seen from the following facts. Up to date 1 nrore 
32 lakhs has been paid ^or test relief works, 2 crores 17 lakhs for agricul* 
tural loans and 3 crores 96 lakhs for gratuitous relief. Besides over Rs. 60 
lakhs has been spent for medical relief and for such other allied purposes. 
The amounts spent may be short of the full needs and requirements of the 
situation, but never in the history of Bengal or even of India has relief 
been on such an extensive scale. 

Sir, it is true that famine was not formally declared in Bengal, but it 
is inconceivable how a mere declaration of famine could have helped to 
improve matters. Such a declaration would only have deteriorated the 
morale of the people and fettered the hands of the Government to render 
relief to that extent which has actually been possible to achieve. 

Sir, I shall very birefly place before the House what are the implica- 
tions of declaration of famine as provided in the Famine Code and what 
measures were # actually taken by Government. 

The Famine Code provides that when a serious famine appears, a 
Commissionei is to be appointed. An expert administrator on relief 
measures was appointed as Famine Relief Commissioner. The Code 
requires that all expenditure on any relief carried through District Board* 
should be borne by Government. As I have already mentioned, Rs. 1 crore 
32 lakhs was spent on test relief works during the current financial year. 
According to the Famine Code gratuitous relief is to be confined only to 
persons who from age or physical infirmity are incapable of earning their 
own livelihood, but, as a matter of fact, gratuitous relief on a much wider 
scale was undertaken and during the current year over Rs. 3 crores 96 lakhs 
has already been distributed in the shape of gratuitous relief of variou* 
kinds. 

Gratuitous relief was given as free grain doles for maintenance, free 
cash doles for maintenance, for running free kitchens, free distribu- 
tion of utensils and house building materials, free grants for house 
building and free grant to fishermen in cash or kind for nets and 
boats, to weavers, for purchase* and repairs of looms, and also for 
1 similar other cottage industries. 6,625 free kitchens were run feeding on 
an average about 2,600,000 persons daily. In all over 110,000,000 people 
were fed. Besides daily unit rations were sold at cheap rates to over 160 
million people. 200,000 lbs. of milk powder have been distributed free. 
In this connection the excellent services rendered by the Friends Ambu- 
lance Unit deserve special mention. 

A sum of Rs. 40 lakhs have been spent by the Government for the 
purpose of distribution of blankets and cloth to the destitute persons in 
the province. As sufficient quantity of blankets were not available in the 
local market special arrangements were made for importing blankets from 
Bombay also. Prior to it a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs was allotted to the District 
Officers in cash for making local purchase, to meet their immediate need*, 
pending the receipt of clothes and blankets from Bombay and Calcutta. 
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* The above mentioned gum was in addition to the quantity distributed 
by the Central Relief Fund and from His Excellency’s Cyclone Relief 
Fund. 

A# regards the manner of distribution the following are the guiding 
principles, viz., that distribution should be made in the following order of 
priority: — the destitutes in hospital, the destitutes in poor houses, work- 
houses and orphanages, the destitutes attending free kitchens and other 
destitute persons including those of the poorer middle class. Distribution 
should be made on the basis of the relief priority lists. 

Government have tried to do their best with all the resources at their 
disposal to prevent deaths due to famine and starvation. 

Seventy-one orphans’ homes with accommodation for about 3,460 orphans 
were started. Two hundred and twenty poor houses and about 2,000 milk 
canteens were also opened. Over 4,500 relief committees have so far been 
formed and over 210 work and poor houses are now actually functioning. 

The work of medical relief was carried out under the control of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department. Since November, 
1943, the military authorities have been rendering invaluable services. 
Seven hundred and forty-nine emergency hospitals with 23,250 beds were 
opened and 250 mobile medical units were provided in rural areas provid- 
ing medical officers for preventive work and sending out mobile medical 
units in remote villages. Government arranged for sale of food grains to 
the people at subsidised rates in spite of the fact that Famine Code 
prescribes that such relief should be given from charitable funds only. 

Thus it will be seen that the Government not only followed what is 
required by the Famine Code but in fact in some respects went much beyond 
the scope prescribed by the Famine Code. 

It is said that coercive steps were taken and undue pressure was put to 
realise agricultural loans. I submit, Sir, that out of Its. 3,88,65,000 
advanced so far only Its. 15 lakhs has been realised till the end of January. 
Besides, Sir, it is for the House to decide whether this realisation is an 
excessive and coercive measure. I would submit that better realisation of 
loans at least from the surplus areas may be well justified as an anti- 
inflationary measure and also for utilising the amounts thus realised for 
giving loans to those who still require it. 

The Government liberally helped non-official organisations which carried 
nn relief works in different parts of the province. The Ram Krishna 
Mission, Indian Red Cross, South Calcutta Relief Society, Bengal Muslim 
League Relief Organisation, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Hindu Mission, 
ihe Muslim Chamber of Commerce, the Dacca Central Relief Society and 
rarious other organisations have been most liberally helped. 

Sir, from these facts the House will judge whether the Government had 
failed to -discharge its duties earnestly and properly and to the best of its 
power. 

Sir, the demand under the head “54 — Famine Relief” for 1944-45 has 
been provisionally fixed at Rs. 2,61,00,000. If, however, a larger provision 
of funds is found necessary later Government would not hesitate to flo so. 
Besides this, Government propose to incur a very large expenditure under 
the scheme of rehabilitation which is being worked out in details. 
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Now, Sir, this is so far as the points raised by different members are 
concerned. As regards motion No. 29 moved by my honourable friend 
Maulvi Ramizuddin Ahmed, it relates to the Civil Supplies Department. 
Coming to the other motion, namely, No. 32 moved by my honourable 
friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, I am sorry to say, Sir, that a 
parliamentarian like Mr. Chaudhuri has not cared to read the note below 
the budget provision. Otherwise he would not try to prejudice the opinion 
of the public by saying that the cost of establishment was much more 
than tne actual expenditure. (Rai Harendra Nath Chauphvri : I did^ 
not say that. The Hon’ble Minister is misquoting me.) In the ensuing 

yeai, Sir, I may tell the House that although the total demand is 

Rs. 1,11,00,000 only a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs is actually the amount of expendi- 
ture on account of establishment. 

The famine which devastated the province is now fortunately passing 
over. We do not anticipate that famine condition will recur in the coming 
year. The demand for grants is not therefore for famine conditions but 
for the aftermath of the famine which we have to grapple with and remedy. 
We have still to feed people who have lost what little they had ; we have 
to nurse back into health people who are suffering from malnutrition and 
diseases induced by famine conditions; we have to take care of the very 

large number of women and children who have now nobody to provide for 

them; we have also to put on their feet considerable numbers of impoverished 
people who cannot earn enough to maintain themselves and their families. 

The details of our scheme of rehabilitation were in the process of being 
drawn up by a sub-committee of the Cabinet and the financial implications 
are now being examined thoroughly by the Finance Department. The 
scheme, when worked out, will be put into operation at an immediate date. 
No provision could therefore be made in the budget for rehabilitation and 
we have asked for grants only to meet the expenditure on relief operations. 
In the budget of 1944-45 one crore was provided for gratuitous relief, half 
a crore for miscellaneous test works and one crore and eleven lakhs for 
expenditure on the emergency hospitals, orphanages, poor houses and 
destitutes’ homes. 

The rehabilitation scheme is now being hammered into its final shape. 
I may perhaps be permitted to place before the House briefly what is 
intended to be undertaken immediately. 

It is proposed to divide the areas which were hit very hard by the distress 
into a number of convenient rehabilitation circles and to establish one 
central workhouse in each circle. It is contemplated that each workhouse 
will provide work for about 200 people at the workhouse itself while at least 
four times that number will be given work which they can do in their own 
homes; each workhouse will also have subsidiary workhouses as is necessary 
to find work for people in the more outlying areas of the circle. Adequate 
arrangements will be made for the collection and marketing of the article# 
produced in or through the workhouses and their subsidiaries. Technical 
guidance will be available and it is hoped that people will be taught new 
arts and crafts and these unfortunate and landless people who have been 
ever living on the verge of starvation in our villages will be able to earn 
enough, jyerhaps for the first time in their lives, to maintain themselves 
and their families in resonable comfort. 
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A net work of cottage industries will thus be established all over the 
countryside which will undoubtedly raise the standard of life for the 
masses and add to the national wealth of the Province. Two hundred and 
ten workhouses and poor houses are now functioning. 

To each workhouse will be attached a milk canteen which will supply 
milk and protective foods to children, and expectant and nursing mothers. 
It is also proposed to attach, as an experimental measure, children’s home 
— a Creche where children will be properly looked after when their mothers 
are at work. Already over 1,900 milk canteens have been established. 

Similarly a net work of homes will be set up all over the province to 
house and to look after unfortunate women who have nobody to take care 
of them now and children — orphans and deserted children. The Agricul- 
ture Department is arranging for plough-cattle, etc. The Industries 
Department has also taken up its task. 

At least one crore of rupees is proposed to be spent for undertaking 
small irrigation projects, re-excavation of tanks, etc., which will un- 
doubtedly increase the productivity of the soil and further operate as 
measures of sanitation calculated to make the countryside heulthier. The 
District, Subdivisional and Union Relief Committees will be reconstituted 
and made more representative and will be henceforward known as Relief 
and Rehabilitation Committees. It is also proposed to have a Provincial 
Central Committee for this purpose. 

The Bengal Alienation of .Agricultural Lands Bill which has been 
unanimously passed by the Upper House and which will come up before 
this House soon is also a part of our Rehabilitation Scheme. 

A project of this nature will need several crores to finance it properly 
and Government will come up before the House for financial sanction as 
the scheme is being worked out. May 1 venture to submit that never before 
in the annals of 'public administration in the country has a Government 
been prepared to undertake a scheme of such magnitude for the welfare of 
the people especially at a time when the financial position of the province 
has been reduced to such a state with little prospects of immediate recovery — 
a situation which is none of our making but which has been thrust upon 
us by the stress of circumstances beyond our control. 

Sir, 1 submit that this Government cannot be accused of having failed 
to give anxious attention to the measures needed to meet an unprecedented 
situation created by the famine or being oblivious of the post-famine 
problems the province is likely to face in the near future. 

We sincerely belive that the scheme of rehabilitation which we are now 
going to introduce, if successfully worked will change the face of rural 

Bengal. But this can only be achieved if full support is given to it by 

all sections of the public, irrespective of their political affiliations. May I 
hope and pray that this may kindly be extended in the interest of the 
common good that is being envisaged and endeavoured to achieve? 

Criticism will certainly be welcome but not of the kind that falls only too 

often to our lot. Men cannot work wonders and let it be remembered that 
we are striving our best to repair the damage and to build for a better 
Bengal and we have the right to ask for time. It is not days ^or months 
but perhaps years which will fully reveal the true extent of the healing 
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operations which we are now undertaking. I appeal to you all for your 
good wishes and co-operation in the great work on which we are embarking. 

I oppose all the cut motions. 

The motion of Mr. Kamal Krishna Ray that the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduoed 
by Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about the policy of 
Government regarding the relief operations in Bengal, was then put and 
a division taken, with the following result : — 


AYES — IS. 

Koada, Mr. Rtshttha Rath. 

Ublrl, tea Ashataah. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kamar. 

Majamdar, Mrs. Homaprava. 

Maalronamaa, Istaamiadl, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maphal HmiIr, Mr. 

MMkM’Jn, Or. tyamapraaad. 

Muhammad A till, Kkaa laMlir Maalvi IfM. 
Mukammad Ibrahim, Maalvl. 

MuksrJI, Mr. Dhirtndra Narayao. 

Mukkarjto, Mr. ». 

MakhsrJI, Dr. N. 0. 

Mukharji, Dr. tbarat Okandra. 

Ik u Hick, trijut Aakataak. 

Maatafa Alt Dawan, Maalvl. 

Nandy, Maharaja irlMkanira, af OastlmMdar. 
Naakar, Mr. Htatehaadra. 

Pramanlk, Mr. TarMlakaran. 

Rahman, Kkaa Bahadar A. M. i. 

Ramlsaddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriahna. 

Roy, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Roy, Mr. Maaaiatliaaatk. 

Roy, Mr. Patlram. 

Roy, Sklk gkakkaroaaaar, Kaaiar. 

•anaullak, Dr. 
lanyal, Dr. RaJiaakaka. 
lanyal, Mr. lataaka lokkar. 
toa, Mr. Atul Okandra. 

•on, Mr. Dkirondra Raid. 

•oa, dofook Okandra, Ral Bahadar. 

Isn-Oupta, Mra. Nallla. 

•hamiuddln Akmod, Mr. 

Ihamsuddin Akmod Khandkar, Mr. 
tkamaul Mada, Maalaaa. 

Siaha, IHJut Maniadra tkaaaa. 
tar, Mr. Haraadra Kaaiar. 

Total Akmod Okaadkary, Madlvl Maji. 

Waliur Rakmaa, Maalvl. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

NOES— ISO. 


Akdal Hafls, Mr. Mia. 

AMal dakkar Palwaa, Mr. Md. 

Akdal MaJM, Maalvl (Mymaasiafk). 

AMal Wakod, Maalvl. 

Akdar Raaiak, Maalvl. 

Afca Maoaala Sarkar, Maalvl. 

Akmod AU Caayotparl, Kkaa Bakador Maalaaa. 
Akmod Kkaa, Mr. lyad. 

Aolmaddla Akmod, Mr. 

BadraddoJa, Mr.tyod. 

Baaorjoo, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banorjf, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Paapajit. 

Barman, Mr. Upondra Natk. 

Bbaarmik, Dr. Dobiada Okandra. 

Biswas, Baka Lakthml Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Sarandra Natk. 

Okattopadkyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Ckaudkari, Ral Harandra Natk. 

Dm, Baku Radhanath. 

Das Bupta, Dr. d. M. 

Das Dapta, Srijat Narsndra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirsndra Nath. 

Dalui, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Datta Dapta, Miss Mira. 

Cdkar, Mr. Upandranath. 

P axial Hup, Mr. A. A. 

Ohms, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Dolans tarurar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syod. 

Dapta, Mr. dogosh Okandra. 

Dyasuddin Akmod Ckoadhary, Alkadj. 
Habibullah, Nawak Bahadur K., of Dacca. 

Haaan All Chowdhary, Mr lycd. 

Hath cm AU Khan, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maalvl. 
dal ala d din Haohcmy, Mr. lyod. 

Man, Mr. I. D. 

dan ah All Majamdar, Maalvl. 

sCban, Mr. Dokaadra Lall. 


Akdal Adx, Maalaaa Md. 

AMal Na«x, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hafcaom, Mr. (Khalaa). 

AMal Hakim, Maalvl (Myrncaslngk). 
AMal Hakim Vlkrampari, Maalvi Md. 
AMal Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

AMal HamM tkak, Maalvl. 

Akdal dakkar, Maalvi. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMkl LsM Biswas, Maalvi. 

AMal MajM, Mr. ftyatf (NoakfcaU). 
AMal MatataB Malik, Dr. 

AMal Wakak Kkaa, Kkaa Dahaiar. 
AMal Rakmaa, Kkaa B ahadar A. P. M. 
AMar Rakmaa IIMif l ( Mr. 

AMar HaaakM MakmaM, Mr. 


Akdar Raokoad, Maalvi Md. 

AMar Rapt, Kkaa Bahadur Maalvi ». (Howrah). 
AMar Raat, Khan Bahadar Shah (Baafpar)' 
Akdas kbakood, Maalvl Md. 

Aka I Fast, Mr. Md. 

Akul Kasbim, Maalvl. 

Akal Husain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abal Maovd, Kast. 

AMI Qaaotm, Maalvi. 

Akmod All Mrtdha, Maalvl. 

Akmod Haoala, Mr. 

Alfcxaddla Akmod, Kkaa Bakodar Maalvl, 

Amir All Mia, Maalvl Md, 

Aolad H oosaia Kkaa, Kkaa Bahadar Maalvl. 
Barman, Bkka kkayama Pracad. 

Bkkanrro, Hr Haary, Bart. 
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•Jaaraa, Mr. Raslk Ul. 

Obakrakarty, Mr. datindra Nith. 

Ohakrakarty, Bill Ha raadra Bwijfii. 
Chlppaadats, Mr. 4. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Pat, Ral I ah Ik Amikul Chandra. 

Dai, Ral Bahlk Klrft Bhutan. 

Daa, Mr. Maamakaa, 

Dan, Baka Dtksndra Bath. 

Easdadul Haps, Kaai. 

Partial Baaa Khaaam, Btgum, 

P axial Quadlr, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl. 
fa alar Rahman, Mr. (Dnaaaf. 

Paxlur Rahnun, Mr. (Mymsniingh). 

Bladdiag.Mr. D., O.I.I . 

Balaai Rakhanl Ahammad, Maalvi. 

Hamas, Mr. R. A. 

Beswami, tha Han'kla Mr. Taltl Obaadra. 
Briftfthi, Mr. 0. 

Bapta, Mr. d. R. 

Bnrang, Mr. Daaikar Singh, 

HaBxuddln Obaudhuri, Maalvi. 

Hamlduddla Ahmad, Khan tahlk. 

Hamlltan, Mr. K. A. 

Hasaausxnman, Khan tahlk Maalvi Md. 

Naalna Mursksd, Mri. M.B.C. 

Hatamatly damadar, Khan tahlk Maalvi. 
Haywaad, Mr. Raisrs. 

Hsndry, Mr. Davit. 

Mlrtxal, Mr. M. A. P.,O.B.E. 

Hadgs, Mr. N. R. 

daslmuddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 
Kafclraddln Khan, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 

Kaaam All Mirza, lahlkiada Kawan dab tyad. 
Kannady, Mr. I. 0. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Laiak, Mr. dohn. 

MePhsrion, Mr. 0. P. 

Maffiuddln Ahmad, Khan tahlk Maulvl (Tlppsra). 
Mandat, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Baharl. 

Mandat, Mr. datat Chandra. 

Mandal, tha Han'kla Mr. dagandra Hath.. 

Mandal, Mr. Krlana Prasad. 

Maniraddln Akhand, Maulvl. 


Masai AU Khan Paaal, Ai HadJ Maalvi. 
Mehammed All, Khan Bakatar. 

Mahsla AH, Mr. Md. 

Margan, Mr. 8., C.I.E. 

Maalam All Maflab, Maalvi M. 

Maxammal Hag, Maalvi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Mafia, Mr. 
Mahammad Isbafaa, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvl. 

Muhammad tlddlfve, Khan Bahadar Dr. tyad. 
Mukarjaa, tha Han’Ma Mr. Tarafcnath, M. B. E. 
Mulllck, Mr. Makanda Bahary. 

MuHkk, tha Han’kla Mr. Palin Babary. 
Musharraf Hataaln, tha Han'kla Hawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Hasarullah, Mawakxada K. 

Noaraddin, Mr. K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R^W. B. E. 

Pain, tha Hon'Ma Mr. Barada Pratanna. 

Pawall, Mr. d. A. 

Rajibuddfn Tarafdar, Maalvi. 

Raxaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Sadaraddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Satruddin Ahmad, Ha|i. 
tahaka-Alam, Mr. tyad. 

8alim, Mr. t. A. 

tarkar, Baku Madhusudan. 

tarajul Islam, Mr. * 

Shahabuddln, tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

fhahadali, Mr. 

Slngha, Baku Kshatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. d. N. 

Smyth-Osbourns, Mr. D. Q. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Tamlzuddin Khan, tha Hon’kla Mr. 

Tharman, Mr. C. M. 

Walkar, Mr.d. R. 

Waikar, Mr. W. A. M., C. B. E. 

Wordsworth, Mr, W. C., C. I. E. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvl. 


The Ayes being 82 and the Noes 120, the motion was lost. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen minutes). 


( A fter ad jou rn mcnt.) 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Re. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about the policy of the 
Government which aggravated famine and dismal failure to cope with it 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


.Abdul Haki, Mr. Min. 

Abdul dahkar Palwaa. Mr. Md. 

Abdul Mifid, Maulvl (Mymcnsingh.) 

Akdut Waked, Maalvi. 

Abdur Racxak, Maalvi. 

Aha Mamaia tarkar, Maulvl. 

Ahmad AD laayalpari, Khaa Bahadar Maalaaa. 
Ahmad, Khaa Mr. tyad. 

Aaimuddfa Ahmad, Mr. 

fcBifiiili Me 

Baaa r fa a, Mr. Pramatka Rath. 

R aaar i i, Mr. P. 

Rant AM, Mr. Md. 


AYEt-43. 

Barms, Mr. PaspaJIL 
Barman, Mr. Upaadra Math. 
Bhawmlk, Dr. Baklnda Chandra. 
Biswas, Baka LakthaH Rarayaa. 
Biswas, Mr. taraadra Hath. 
Ohattapadyyay, Mr. Martpada. 
Chaadhari, Ral Haraadra Hath. 
Das, Baka Rsdhaaath. 

Das Bapta, Or. d. M. 

Das Bapta, Rrijat Haraadra Math. 
Datta, Mr. Dbiraadra Nath. 

Dalai, Hr. Haraadra Mata. 

Datta, Hr. Bakemar. 
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Datta Bapta, Mbs Mira. 
mm, Mr. UpeaBraaatb. 

Pm krt H«f t Mr. A. K. 

Mm , Mr. Atal Krishna. 

Briam barwar Hesainl, Mr. bhah byeS. 

Bapta . Mr. Baca* ObanBra. 

ByasaBBia AbmaB OdwAiry, AlhaBJ. 
NabMvNah, Naval IMKar K., at Dacca. 
Hataa All ObaaBbary. Mr. byeS. 

Nadav AU Kbaa, Klaa Bakaiar Maalvt. 
Writ AbmaB Mia, Maalvi. 

BalalaBBia Hashemy, Mr. byaB. 

Balaa, Mr. I.D. 

Baaab All MaJamBar, Maalvi. 

Kbaa, Mr. DtbaaBra Lali. 

Kaatfa, Mr. Nisbitha Natb. 

Lablri, Baba Ashatesh. 

Maji, Mr. ABwaita Kamar. 

MaJamBar, Mrs. Hemapreva. 

Maairattaaan IslamabaBI, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maabai Hataia, Mr. 

Maafcerjea, Dr. ShyaanprasaS. 

MahammaB Altai, Khan BabaBar Maalvi byeS. 
MahammaB Ibrabia, Maalvi. 

Makerji, Mr. DhirenSra Narayan. 

Makherjee, Mr. B. 

Makbarji, Dr. N. 0. 

Makharji, Dr. tharat ChaaBra. 

Mallick, brijat Asbatech. 


Mattafa AU Dawaa, Maalvi. 

NaaBy, Maharaja briaahaaBra at Oaesimbasar. 
Raskpr, Mr. Ham OhaeBra. 

NNar, Mr. AaaaBftaL 
Pramaaik, Mr. Tarialabaraa. 

Bab van, Kbaa BabaBar A. M. L. 

RamlxaSSia Abates, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara ObanBra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrlthaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatha Hath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram.* 

Ray, Sbib Ibakharasvar, Kamar. 

Saaaallah, Dr. 
baayal,<Dr. Naliaaktba. 

•aayal, Mr. taaaaka bakbar. 
baa, Mr. Atal ObanBra. 
baa, Mr. Dblranira Bata, 
baa, Begeth ObanBra, Ral BabaBar. 
bea-Bepta, Mrs. NaHla. 
bbaaiaaBiia AhmeB, Mr. 
bhamsastin AbaiaB KbaaBkar, Mr. 
bhamsal HaBa, Maalana. 
blnha, brijut MaaiaBra Bbasaa. 
bar, Mr. HaranBra Kamar. 

Tafal AhmeB ObaaBbary, Maalvi HaJI. 

Waliar Rahman, Maalvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


AbBal Axil, Maalana MB. 

AbBal Hail, Mr. Mina. 

AbBal Nakaam, Mr. (Khalna). 

AbBal Hakim, Maalvi (Mymaatiagh). 

AbBal Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvi MB. 

AbBal HamiB. Mr. A. M. 

AbBal HamiB bkab, Maalvi. 

AbBal Babbar, Maalvi. 

AbBal Karim, Mr. 

AbBal Latif Biswas. Maalvi. 

AbBal MaJiB, Mr. byaB (Haakhali). 

AbBal Motalab Malik, Dr. 

AbBal Wahab Khan, Khan BabaBar. 

AbBar Rahman, Khan BabaBar A. F. M. 

AbBar RaschiB MahmoaB, Mr. 

AbBar RasheeB, Maalvi MB. 

AbBar Raaf, Kban BabaBar Maalvi b. (Hawrah). 
AbBar Raaf, Khan BabaBar bbah (Raagpar). 
AbBas bbabaaB, Maalvi MB. 

Abal Fail, Mr. MB. 

Abal Haablrn, Maalvi. 

Abal Hasaia AbmaB, Mr. 

Abal MasaB, Kail. 

Abal Qaasem, Maalvi. 

AbmaB AH MrMha, Maalvi. 

AbaMri Haasaia, Mr. 

ANataBBia AbmaB, Kbaa BabaBar Maalvi. 

Amir AH Mia. Maalvi MB. 

AataB Haasaia Kbaa, Kbaa BabaBar Maalvi. 
Barmaa, Baba byaasa PrataB. 

Bkkmyra, bk Haary, Bart 
Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

Ohakrabarty. Mr. BaiiaBra Nath. 

Obakrabarty, Baba K a ra n B r a Narayan. 
BbtppaaBaia, Mr. J. w. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Ral babM Aaakal ObanBra. 

Daa, Ral baaib Klrtf Bbasaa. 

Das, Mr. Maamabaa 
Basil Baba Bsba a Br a Natb. 

KasBaBal Nagaa, Kaat 
FarbaB Rata O bawB b ary, Mr. M. 

Faria I Qaarir, Kbaa BabaBar Maatvt 


NOES — lit, 

Faxlar Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faster Rahman, Mr. (Mymanslagh.) 

Classing, Mr. D., G.I.K. 

Balam Rabbani AbammaB, Maalvi. 

Barnes, Mr. R. A. 

Raswami, tbs Hcn’bl* Mr. Talsl ObanBra. 
BrlMths, Mr. 0. 

Bapta, Mr. B. N. 

Barang, Mr. Dambar biagh. 

HaliaBBin ObauBharl, Maalvi. 

HamiBaBBin AbmaB, Khan bablb. 

Ham Ilian, Mr. A. K. 

Hasanuxxaman, Khan bahib Maalvi MB. 

Htsina MarshaB, Mrs., M.B.K. 

Hatemaily JamaBar, Khan bahib Maalvi. 
HaywaeS, Mr. RaBgars. 

HanBry, Mr. OaviS. 

Hlrtxal, Mr. M.A.r. t 0.0. 1. 

HaBgc, Mr. H. R. 

SasimaSSia AbmaB, Khan BabaBar Maalvi. 
KablraSSin Khan, Khan BabaBar Maalvt 
Kaxsm All Mina, SahibxaBa Kawaa Bah byaB. 
KeaaeSy, Mr. I. a. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal ObanBra. 

Letak, Mr. Baba. 

MePneraaa, Mr. a. P. 

MafltaSSia AbmaB, Kbaa bablb Maalvi (Tlppara). 
ManBal, Mr. AmrH Lai. 

ManBal, Mr. Banka Bab art. 

MaaBal, Mr. Bagat ObanBra. 

MaaSal, taa Hna'blc Mr. BaganBra Natb. 

MaaBal, Mr. Krithaa PrataB. 

MaairaBBin AfcbaaB, Maalvi. 

MasaB Ali Kbaa Paani, AI-HaBJ Maalvt 
MahammaB AU, Kbaa BabaBar. 

Mabsia AU, Mr. MB. 

Morgan, Mr. B., 0.1. f. 

Moslem All MaCab, Maalvi M. 

Maxammcl Has, Maalvi MB. 

MahammaB AbBal HaUm Metla, Mr. 

MahammaB fabaaaa, Maalvi. 

MahammaB IsraR .Maa l vt. 

MahammaB tlBMae, Kbaa BabaBar Dr. ByaB. 
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too 


MirjM, <M Mr. TarafcMtk, M.B.C. 

MkBfek, Mr. MikHii Mary. 

Madtok, tt# HM'klt Mr. Falla Mary. 

Maakarraff Haaaala, tk* Haa'kto Nawak Kkaa Makar 
Naaaraltak, Havaksaka K. 

Naarakkfa, Mr. K. 

Nartaa, Mr. M. ft., M.B.K. 

Fa la, tka Haa'kla Mr. Baraka Fmaaaa. 

Faaralt, Mr. 4. A. 

Ansar Bafcaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Bay, Mr. Dkaaaajay. 

Bakarakkla Akaiak, Mr. * 

JatraMfa Aka»«4, HaJI. 

Bak aka- Altai, Mr. Syak. 

Ban*, Mr. B. A. * 

Barkar, Baka MaBkaaaBaa. 


Bar a|al lals«, Mr. 

Bkaka^KMa, tka ttaa'Ma Mr. Kkvkfe <4.1. 
•kafcakall, Mr. 

Kafka, Ma KakatraNatk. 

BirBar, Baka Utta Marta. 

Baiart, Mr. 4. B. 
laiytfc-Maaraa. BN. D. «. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

SakrawaNy, tka Haa'kla Mr. M. S. 
Taarisartla Kkaa, tka ftaa*kla Mr. 

Tkaraiaa, Mr. c. M. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. ft. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M., B.B.K. 

WarBawartk, Mr. W. C., OJ.I. 

Vasal All Okaatfkary, Mr. 

ZUIar Rabat at Shah Ckaaikary, Maahri. 


The Ayes being 83 and the Noes 118 the motion was lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed that the demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal that the demand of 

Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ramizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 

Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ramizuddin Ahmed that the demand of 

Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the bead “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The Motion of Mr. dogesli Chandra Gupta that the demand of 

Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chalulhuri thut the demand of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Radhanath Das that the demand of Rs. 2,61,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a Bum of 
Rs. 2,61,00,000 be granted for expendifrire under the head “54 — Famine” 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment, 

The House was then adjourned at 7-33 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 30th March, 1944, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
30th March, 1944, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushek Ali) in the Chair, 10 
Hon’ble Ministers and 199 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

Maintenance of embankments of tidal rivers in gtmdarfeans area of 

24-Parganas, 

*204. Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon bis 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that — 

(i) the embankments on the tidal rivers of Sundarbuns are not properly 
looked after in the district of 24-Parganas; 

(it) the Collector is bringing these facts to the notice of the Government 
for adequate measures ; 

(Hi) the present procedure and the terms of the lease do not enable the 
Collector to get the embankments repaired by the jotdars; and 
(iv) the embankments gave way in several places resulting in the denials 
of crops? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action Government propose to take in the matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjda): <<n (m and (/V) Yes. 

(iii) Under the terms of a lease held under the Rules of 1879 the lease 
can be absolutely determined in case of failure of the lessee to keep the 
embankments in an efficient state of repairs. Similarly in the case of a 
lease under the Rules of 1853, the leasehold land can be resumed if the lessee 
fails to keep at least one-half of the area in a condition fit for cultivation. 

(tv) There have been occasional breaches in the embankments mainly 
due to negligence of jotdars. 

(b) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (h), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long has the matter been engaging 
the attention of Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is rather difficult to 
say the exact period, but Government comes to a decision at a very early 
date. • 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer will 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long bas the Collector been 
bringing the matter to the notice of the Government? 

Tbe Hofl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 
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Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADJR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether during the last 3 years there was any breach in 
the embankments due to unusual tide on the river? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: What action has Government 
taken in such cases when it was not the fault of the jotedars ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as I remember 
Government took steps to get the embankments repaired. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
is the income that has accrued from the jotedars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot say off-hand. 
I want notioe. 

Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
( a)(iv ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the breaches 
were due to negligence of jotedars or lotdars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Both. 

Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
(a)(i) and ( it ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
has been taken by Government to repair the embankments quickly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The embankments 
are repaired under the supervision of the Irrigation Department. Govern- 
ment do give notice to the Irrigation Department to have the embankments 
repaired immediately. 

Khan Bahadur JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Are the embankments main- 
tained by the Irrigation Department ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, the repair works 
are done under the supervision o t‘ the Irrigation Department. 

Dr. v NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer {a ) {in) , 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that under 
the revised terms following the expiry of the first period of the lease of 
these temporarily settled tracts the cost of maintaining the embankments 
is included to enhance the revenue payable by these lotdars so that there- 
after the liability for maintaining the embankments is taken over by 
Government themselves ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a)(iv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in which cases and in what respects, 
the jotedars or lotdars might be negligent when the maintenance is the 
oharge of the Irrigation Department? 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated the repairs are done under the supervision of the Irrigation 
Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The answer is that there have been 
occasional breaches in the embankments mainly due to the negligence of 
the jotedars and. as has been added by the Hon’ble Minister, of lotdars . I 
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would like to know under what circumstances suck uegligenoe is revealed 
when the maintenance is done by the Irrigation Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have never said that 
maintenance is done by the Irrigation Department. Only repair works are 
done under the supervision of the Irrigation Department. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state if the Irrigation Department also arranges the execution of the 
maintenance works? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who does the execution, please? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: These things are done 
by jotcdars or lotdars under supervision of the Irrigation Department. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who paid the charges of repairs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as 1 remember 

jotedars and lotdars paid them. 

Khan Bahadur JASIMUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any 
case found during the last 3 years in which a lease is determined? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Lands acquired for the purpose of using as a public park in Pabna. 

*205. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department aware that alnnit 10 acres of arable and paddy- 
growing land, including homesteads in front of. Pabna Circuit Bungalow 
aud Collector’s Bungalow and awa\ from town projier, was ordered by the 
District Magistrate oi Pabna, in October *last, to be placed under bis dis- 
posal for excavation of a swimming tank, playgrounds and children’s park 
for recreation in the town of Pabna under Defence of India Rules? 

( b ) Is it a fact that — 

(i) there beiug some legal complications regarding jiayrnent of com- 
pensation to the occupants, the District Magistrate assured the 
tenants to make purchase of the requisite land at a market rate, 
on t>ekalf of the local Youth Welfaie Council to avoid legal 
intricacies and to give the tenants their dues; and 

(ii) subsequently the District Magistrate, till on a sudden, served notice 
upon tlie occupants and dwellers to vacate the land and quit the 
homesteads within 24 hours, without any payment of compensa- 
tion and any arrangement for their dwelling houses? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether non-arable fallow lands were not available with less costs 

and more adjacent to the town proper; 

(ii) whether the tenants filed petitions before the Hon’ble Home, 

Revenue, Agriculture and Civil Supplies Ministers early in 
January last; 
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(Hi) what step ha* been taken by the said Hon’ble Ministers to protect 
these paddy-growing lands of the locality from being converted 
into a park; 

(vv) whether the park is going to be named “Basanta Park” to perpetuate 
the name of the District Magistrate, after his retirement very 
soon; 

( 1 ?) whether labour has recently been requisitioned from the district of 
Murshidabad and digging started by persons other than the 
inhabitants of the locality for the provision of whose relief works 
and help the Defence of India Rules were applied; 

(vi) whether the cultivators were forced to remove the standing crop 

before it was ripe at a heavy loss; and 

(vii) if so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of stopping 

the work of excavation at once to save the poor occupants from 
further trouble and allow the land to grow more food? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) The land which is 
situated within the municipal area has been acquired for the purpose of a 
public park. 

(b) (i) No such assurance was given to the tenants. 

(w) No sudden order to quit w r as given. Notice of requisition was issued 
on the 5th October, 1943, and formal delivers' of possession was taken on 
the 19th October, 1943. But the tenants were allowed to reap their full 
harvests in due time and the two occupants of the homesteads actually 
vacated the land on the 18th February, 1944, by which time they had made 
arrangements for homesteads elsewhere. They were given full removal costs 
in advance and under the award they are entitled to compensation. 

(c) (i) No other suitable site which w'ould have caused lesser disturbance 
to the residents was available. 

(ft) Yes. ' 

(iii) In wew r of the usefulness of the project, no action was considered 
necessary. 

(tv) No such proposal has been made. 

(v) There are about 300 labourers employed on the work, of whom 30 
have been imported from Murshidabad to do the technical part of tank- 
digging, the rest of the workers being local. 

(vi) No. 

(vii) The project w’hich will improve the amenities of the town is a 
beneficent measure and Government do not consider that there is any 
ground for stopping the w r ork. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer ( a ), will 
the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state what is the distance of this place 
from the densely populated part of the town of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that it is about 2 miles 
away from the cut chary area of Pabna? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated, I want notice. 
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Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
# state under what law was this acquisition made — under the Land Acquisi- 
tion Act or under the Defence of India Rules ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Under the Land 

icquisition Act. 

Dr. NALJNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that it was done under the 
Land Acquisition Act? Tour information seems to be incorrect. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Under the Land 

Acquisition Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the Land Acquisition Act there is no provi- 
sion for requisition and no provision for vacation 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of law. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how it was possible for the local officer to require vacating the plot 
within 14 days of the notice if it was under the Lund Acquisition Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is possible if the 
land is vacant. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it was a fact that in the notice published in the Calcutta Gazette 
for acquiring* this land it was mentioned that it was being taken over for 
the prosecution of the war and for other items as required under the Defence 
nf India Rules ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the tenants have not been given an,\ compensa- 
tion for the removal of their homesteads as mentioned in answer (b)(it) 
as yet ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is not a fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When was the compensation given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he has noticed that the acquisition of land for a purpose 
other than cultivation is standing in the way of the “Grow More Food 
Campaign” of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It may be, Sir. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer (c)(i), namely, 
“no other suitable site which would have caused lesser disturbance to the 
residents was available,” I should like to enquire whether the plot to the 
west of the College premises was quite suitable and big enough for the 
purpose and is within the heart of the town ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As 1 have no local 
knowledge, I cannot say. 
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Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID; In that case, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how the reply was given thal no suitable site was 
available ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an argumentative question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the local municipality for the benefit of which these amenities 
were supposed to have been provided was consulted in the matter? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is on their requisi- 
tion that this land was acquired. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the local public have requested the Government for the 
need of such a Park in the town? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The municipality 
represents the local public and their requisition was there. 

■ Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has got any reference showing or justifying his conclusion 
that the municipality made a request? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Oth erwise how could 
the land be acquired? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if lie is aware thal the municipality has lodged a protest against 
the acquisition of the land? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMIDt Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state if the land that has been acquired is just to the east of the District 
Magistrate’s bungalow and for his purpose it was acquired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am not aware. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what was the area of the land acquired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many applications or petitions of protest against this 
acquisition of land have been filed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am not aware. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there was actually any individual protest or there was a 
combined protest of the public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have already 
stated, 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: With reference to answer ( b)(i ), namely, 
that no such assurance was given to the teuants, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to let me know if it is a fact that the tenants all went to the 
District Magistrate and showed their Jease to him and that no compensation 
was given although leases for that land had been granted to the tenants by 
the zemindar? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of 
that. 

Mr* A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that these tenants are not getting any compensation 
whatsoever P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That is not a fact. 

V 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With regard to answer (6)(*Y), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state under what section of the Land 
Acquisition Act that plot of land was acquired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I cannot quote the 
relevant section off-hand. 

Maulvi AHMAD H088AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if harvesting in this locality is not done before the month of 
November? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have no local 

knowledge I cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to unswer ( c)(ii) t 
what happened to the petitions filed by the persons aggrieved which were 
sent to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: That was properly 
enquired into by the local officers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the petitions were forwarded to the Revenue Board which is the 
final appellate authority for examining any complaints regarding a land 
acquisition process ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: This matter took place 
long ago and I must therefore ask for notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is in a position to give us the probable estimated cost 
for the purpose? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: If proper notice is 
given I shall be only too glad to answer the question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN : Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of utilising this plot of land for growing more food during the 
food crisis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 submit, Sir, that 
question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in view of want of knowledge of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the locality and of the requirement of notices for giving answers to many 
questions put on this question he is considering the desirability of holding 
up the work for the time being to enable him to know the facts more fully? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have nothing further 
to add to what I have already stated. 

39 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pelased 
to state if he is aware that there is considerable feeling against his Govern- 
ment for having allowed an unauthorised and illegal acquisition of land 
from poor tenants for the purpose of providing a suitable garden and park 
behind the Collector’s bunglow? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware of 
that. 4 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is in a position to give us the source from which the 
expenditure Ho be incurred is to be met? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: From the Municipality. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the land that has been acquired is very low and, if so, whether 
it will require an enormous amount of money for the earth work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not aware. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he considers the desirability of holding an enquiry as to 
whether this acquisition was made in spite of a protest lodged by the 
municipality ? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I shall hold an enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 give you notice, Sir, that I shall 
move an adjournment motion on this question on the first non -official day 
or on any othe r suitable occasion because the answers have been very 
unsatisfactory. 

“Poor Box Fund” maintained by Calcutta Police. 

*206. Mr, 8yed 8AHABE-ALAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that — 
(t) the Deputy Commissioner of Police at Lall Bazar maintains a fund 
known as the “Poor Box Fund”; and 
(it) there is a Government circular prohibiting the maintenance of funds 
for such purposes by Government officers in Government depart- 
ment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for the maintenance of the fund? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?') the objects and reasons for keeping the fund ; 

(ii) the persons from whom collections are made; 

(Hi) the person or persons who administer the fund; and 

(ir) the purpose for which expenditure and disbursements are made? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(») the income of the fund in the year 1942-43; 

(ii) the total expenditure in the year 1942-43 (mentioning .ten highest 
, items of expenditur^in that year); 
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(m) the cash 1 balance as it stood on 31st January, 1944; and 
( iv ) audit report for the year 1941-42 P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of appointing a 
small committee to administer the funds. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hovt’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(b) This fund is maintained with the special sanction of Government. 

( c ) A copy of the Rules for the administration of the fund which gives the 
required information is laid on the Table. 

(d) A statement furnishing information in respect of items (/), (it) and 
(in) together with a copy of the audit report on the accounts of the fund for 
the year 1941-42, is laid on the Table. 

(e) No. 

Copy of rules referred to in reply to clause (c) of starred question No . 206. 

Rules for the administration of the Caloutta Polioe Poor Box Fund. 

Receipts. — The receipts of the fund consist of — 

(1) voluntary conti ibutions made by the public; 

• (2) charges realised by police for keeping in their custody the properties 
made over to them by the carters, etc., when they are unable to 
find out the owners thereof; and 

(3) contribution made by the contractor for erecting stands on the 
maidan. 

Expenditure. — (A) The object of the fund is to provide relief to the 
needy and the distressed in Calcutta and it is intended to be applied in the 
following cases: — 

(1) To afford temporary relief to indigent i>ersons praying for help, for 

food or clothing or stait in life. 

(2) To pay rail was or steamer fare Rnd subsistence and conveyance 

hire to persons found destitute in Calcutta and also to such persons 
who are, for financial reasons, unable to meet the travelling 
charges in connection with the journey to seek or join appoint- 
ment outside. 

(3) To meet the medical expenses in deserving cases. 

(4) To provide spectacles or artificial teeth and orthopaedic apparatus 

to poor persons. 

(5) To give donations to churches, charitable institutions and hospitals. 
(<]) To afford relief to the ex-prisoners when the same is not admissible 

from the Claude Martin Fund. 

(7) To pay the travelling expenses and sulwistence of mufassil witnesses 

of poor circumstances attending the Coroner’s Court in Calcutta 
who are not eligible for the same under the rules of the court. 

(8) To afford relief in cases which the Commissioner of Police or the 

Deputy Commissioner of Police, Headquarters, considers fit. 

(B) No single payment should ordinarily exceed Rs.100. In exceptional 
circumstances the amount may be raised to Rs.250. 

(C) The Commissioner of Police and the Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
Headquarters, are the authorities who can sanction payments from the Fund. 
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Payees ' receipts . — 

(1) There must be a voucher or “pay order” on which the actual payee’s 

receipt should be taken. 

(2) Where it is not possible for the payee to appear personally for the 

help owing to illness or very cogent reasons, the amount sanc- 
tioned may be disbursed by a police officer not below the rank 
of a sub-inspector of police, the payment being certified by a 
gazetted officer. 

(3) Tn exceptional cases where actual payee’s receipts cannot be taken, 

amounts may be personally disbursed by a gazetted officer on hie 
recording a disbursement certificate on the voucher. 

Audit . — The Fund shall be audited each year bv the Accountant-General, 

Bengal. 


Statement referred to in ( d ) of starred question No. 206 . 


Rs. 

Total income of the Fund in 1942-43 ... 54,841 

Total expenditure of the Fund in 1942-43 ... 10,419 

Ten highest items of payment from the Fund during 
1942-43 — 

(t) To the Consulate-General of China in April, 

1942, for helping the Chinese orphans ... 1,000 

(u) To the Bengal Tuberculosis Association in April, 

1942, for extra nourishment to tuberculosis 
patients . . . 500 

(Hi) To the Bengal Tuberculosis Association in Feb- 
ruary, 1943, for extra nourishment to tuber- 
culosis patients ... 500 

(iv) To the Refuge in July, 1942, for the maintenance 

of orphans ... 300 

4 { v ) To Lady ITardinge Linen League in May, 1942, 
for distributing linen blankets, etc., to poorer 
hospitals ... 250 

(vi) To the Salvation Army in September, 1942, for 

relief to the distressed inmates of the Associa- 
tion . . . 250 

(vii) To the Indian Committee, District Charitable 

Society, in October, 1942, for distribution 
amongst destitutes and poor people ... 250 

( viii ) To Lady Hardinge Linen League in March, 1943, 
for distributing linen blankets, etc., to poorer 
hospitals ... 250 

(tVr) To the District Charitable Society in July, 1942, 

for distribution amongst the destitute people ... 200 

(#) To the Ram Krishna Medical Association in 
An mist, 1942, towards the help for their chari- 
table hospital ... 100 

Uaah balance of the F\ind on 31st January, 1944 ... 93,558 


a. p. 

8 6 
8 9 


0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
9 1 
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Audit report (on the accounts of the Poor Box Fund for the year 1941-42) 
referred to in reply to clause (d) of starred Question No . 206, 

* * * * 

The Government of Bengal in their Political Department letter No. 3366- 
Pl., dated 11th November, 1941, sanctioned payment of Its. 3, 000 to the 
Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal on the under- 
standing that the same will not be devoted to charitable objects outside 
Calcutta, and the same was paid as per voucher No. 213, but no record was 
available during audit to show that the amount was utilised according to 
the condition specified in the above order of the Government. It is under- 
stood that the authorities have been moved to furnish the required certificate. 

A sum of Rs.50 was paid under voucher No. 155 to Young Men’s Christian 
Association as a help for holding a Basti Camp at Gomoh. The expenditure 
being for activities outside Calcutta, it is doubtful whether the expenditure 
in question was in conformity with the rules governing payment from !the 
Poor Box Fund. 

Under rule B of the rules for the administration of the Calcutta Police 
Poor Box Fund no single payment should, except under exceptional circum- 
stances, exceed Rs.100. A sum of Its. 200 was paid to the Secretary, Blind 
School, but the information with regard to the exceptional circumstances 
for which the amount of payment exceeded Its. 100 was not available. 

Itules governing the application of the Poor Box Fund authorise pay--' 
ment of relief occasionally in actual cases of distress but in tho following 
cases the occasion for payment seems to have been too frequent: — 


Name. 

Voucher number 
and date. 

Amount. 



Its. 

Mrs. B. Neal 

... 102, dated 17-7-1941 

... 10 


131, dated 28-8-1941 

... 10 


135, dated 5-9-1941 

... 10 


198, dated 5-11-1941 

... 10 


242, dated 18-12-1941 

... 10 

Mr. D. J. Gibbs 

... 173, dated 11-10-1941 

... 20 


209, dated 20-11-1941 

... 20 


233,’ dated 10-12-1941 

..' 10 


250, dated 23-12-1941 

... 6 


201, dated 7-1-1942 

... 6 

Mrs. K. Grant 

... 5, dated 23-3-1941 

... 50 


17, dated 9-4- DM 1 

... 50 


201, dated 30-10-1941 

.. 60 


209, dated 23-1-1942 

... 75 

A sum of Rs.50 

was paid to the General Secretary, 

Indian School of 


Sports. The object of the institution was to provide facilities for several 
students enjoying the advantage of the competition of sports and to enafde 
them to gain a healthy expression of discipline. It is doubtful whether the 
expenditure in question is in conformity with the provisions of the Rules. 

Final orders of the Government with regard to the points noticed in last 
andit report have not been received as yet. 

A. K. Chakra vaety, 

Examiner of Local Accounts , Bengal . 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to rule (3) referred to 
in clause (e) which provides that the fund is intended to give donations 
to churches, charitable institutions and hospitals, will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of including temples and mosques in the list? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter will be examined. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention has been invited to a question put by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali when he was in the Opposition drawing attention to the 
illegality of maintenance of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My attention has been drawn to it 
and the file is also with me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Government of Bengal has recently found, 
after Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali had put the question on a previous 
occasion, that the fund is being maintained without any legal authority? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. No, Sir, it is not being maintained 
illegally. Government abolished the keeping of charities, funds and poor 
boxes by Government officers in courts, but this fund was allowed to 
continue by the special permission of Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Under what legal authority this fund 
is being maintained now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Bv orders of Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
t.o state the law — the legal authority — for maintaining this fund? Govern- 
ment cannot ask anybody to maintain a fund. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no law prohibiting the 
maintenance of a fund. Abolition was done by Government circular. 
Special permission was however given to this fund. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon 'bit* Minister be pleased 
to state if attention of Government has been drawn to the observations of 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate as well as of the High Court of Calcutta 
desiring the abolition of this fund and stating that this fund cannot be 
legally maintained ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: lam not aware of it. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In view of the reply to question (r) 
— Rule ( 6 ) — to afford relief to the car-prisoners, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether this fund is also utilised for helping ex-security 
prisoners and ex-political prisoners also? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that the 
fund consists of voluntary contributions, is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the fund also receives large contributions of money exacted from 
prospective delinquents who otherwise ought to have been proceeded against 
in law? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : There is no exaction, but money 
is sometimes collected from persons who technically infringe Motor Vehicles 
Rules. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that if the police did not extort this money for exempt- 
ing persons who have breached the law, the money otherwise would have 
been available for increasing the revenues of the State on proper fines being 
levied on them by courts? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no extortion of money. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government have taken any action on the observation of the Hon’ble Chief 
Justice that profiteering offences should not be condoned by payments into 
the “Poor Fund”? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister bo pleased 
to state if he is aware that recently a big merchant of Calcutta was made 
to pay about Us. 10,000 .to this fund on a promise of exemption from prose- 
cution under the Defence of India Rules? 

/ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: l want notice. I am not aware of 
it. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state in how many eases during 1042-40 offences were condoned 
on payment of a grant as contribution to this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: With refen *nce to the audit report, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons why donations 
were showered on European or Anglo-Indian ladies and on one European or 
Anglo-Indian gentleman ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the audit report there is mention 
of three cases in which there were payments to three persons repeatedly for 
which there was an audit objection. I do not know the reason why repeated 
payments were made to them. I would ask for notice. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Bengali ladies had the fortune to receive such donations 
and, if so, their ^number ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the special reasons for Government 
giving special sanction to this fund? 

Khan.Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It would take some time to explain 
the reasons for the sanction of this fund. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of forming a Committee of this House to administer this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 
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Dr. HALIKAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government is considering 
the desirability of associating with the Commissioner of Police any other 
responsible officer or officers of Government including any accountant or any 
officer of the Accountant-General of Bengal to administer this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMmId ALI: As the fund is regularly audited 
by the Examiner of Local Accounts, that is not considered necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Auditor or the Examiner of Local Accounts 
has got to audit the fund after the lapse of nearly two years when the whole 
fund has been actually spent away and there is no control of the Auditor 
over the actual distribution of the money? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Auditor sees whether payments 
are regular or irregular. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why Government extend the facilities of audit from the Examiner 
of Local Account’s office to this fund when there is no control of Govern- 
ment over the administration of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is indirect control of Govern- 
ment as the fund is administered by the Commissioner of Police — the head 
of a department. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons for refusing to constitute a Committee of this House 
or any other House for administering that fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There has been no complaint 
regarding the administration of this fund. Therefore, there is no such 
necessity. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the attention of Government ever 
been drawn to the vseries of complaints made in this House itself by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal about three years ago and by Khan Bahadur 
Mohammed Ali about a year ago regarding the administration or mal- 
administration of this fund and also lias the attention of Government been 
drawn to the complaints recorded in the Appropriation Accounts in connec- 
tion with the Public Accounts Committee report regarding the administra- 
tion of this fund? 

Khafl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. So far as Mohammed Ali is con- 
cerned, he did not complain against the administration of this fund. He 
simply wanted to know whether Governmenf would consider the desirability 
of appointing a committee to administer the fund? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of forming a Committee of Enquiry to go into the 
affairs of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not considered necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Deputy Secretary, Home (Police) Department, 
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at one time in charge, definitely instructed the Government that this fund 
was not being maintained in a proper and legal way and should, therefore, 
be abolished? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’Me Minister consider the 
desirability of framing rules for the administration of this fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There are already rules in existence 
for the administration of this fund. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the lion ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government will enquire whether any profiteering case has 
been condoned for payment into this Poor Box Fund? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. An enquiry will be 
made. 

Retail distribution of kerosene in Netrakona« 

•207. Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table a 
statement showing thana by thana — 

(a) the names; and 

(b) addresses of all the license-holders of Netrakona subdivision for 

the sale of kerosene at controlled rates P 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Suhrawardy): The retail sale of kerosene is not carried on under licence. 
There are therefore no “licence-holders”. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Petition for settlement of certain khas mahal lands in Barisal. 

99. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that — 

(/) the Hindus of Galachipa who Inive lost their means of livelihood 
on account of the last cyclone in the area as well as the denial 
policy of the Government appealed to the Government for grant of 
khas mahal land, which they promised to cultivate themselves; 
(ii) an M.L.A. wrote a letter to the Minister in charge with a copy 
of the note submitted by the Collector of Barisal on their petition; 
and 

(tii) a reply was received by the M.U.A. from the Revenue Depart- 
ment (No. 14481 -L.R., dated Calcutta, the 19th October, 1943) 
that the matter was receiving the attention of Government? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what has been their 
decision in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) (i) A petition was 
received from certain Hindus of Galachipa for settlement of khas mahal 
lands. 

(ii) and (Hi) Yes. 
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(b) It has not been found possible to settle any lands with the petitioners, 
who are not cultivators by occupation, after meeting the priority claims of 
people who are entitled to settlement of khas mahal lands. 

Enquiry regarding Hunger-strike in Rajshahi Jail. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, you might 
remember that I wanted information about a hunger-strike in the Rajshahi 
Jail and the Parliamentary Secretary promised to give some information. 
Will he now fulfil his promise? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, I would like to make a 
statement on behalf of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. On the 29th 
December, 1943, there was an incident in the Rajshahi Central Jail in the 
course of which one security prisoner and some warders were injured. The 
matter was enquired into by the District Magistrate, Rajshahi, and by the 
Deputy Inspector-General of Prisons, and their reports were under Govern- 
ment consideration. During his visit to Rajshahi, the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister promised the security prisoners that the final Government decision 
in the matter would be communicated shortly. There was unfortunately 
some delay in reaching the decision. Meanwhile, as a protest against the 
non-receipt of Government, decision, a few of the prisoners decided to 
abstain from taking their meals and some others resorted to partial 
abstention of meals. The Government decision has already been com- 
municated to the security prisoners and they have resumed taking their 
food in the normal manner. In pursuance of the Government decision the 
incident of the 29th December, 1943, will be the subject of a judicial 
proceeding in the course of which both the security prisoner and the warders 
will have ample opportunity of substantiating their respective versions. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
let us know what is the period of the hunger-strike? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I want notice. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before we proceed with the Demands I should like 
to tell the House that there are as many as eleven Demands and the guillotine 
will fall punctually at (> p.m. It will he desirable therefore if there is no 
objection from the Opposition that they concentrate upon certain cut motions 
which they consider very important. Otherwise perhaps most of the Demands 
will be guillotined without proper discussion. 

5 — Salt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 12,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt”. 

Sir, I reserve my comments till all the cut motions are moved. 

Mr. P. BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 12,000 
for expenditure under the head ”5 — Salt” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move 
this to raise a discussion about Government's apathy towards the improve- 
ment of salt industry in the provinbe by making adequate provision for 
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subsidies to the existing salt manufacturing companies and persons interest- 
ed in the line and also other reasonable facilities. 

Sir, it may he said that salt is scarce today in the country. In Calcutta 
also salt is not available at a price from Rs. 850 to Rs. 1,000 per hundred 
maunds, although, I know, lakhs of maunds of salt are lying in the godowns 
of Calcutta. Government cannot through its officers check the black- 
marketing which is still going on. Price is fixed at Rs. 4-fRe. 1-9, that 
is, Rs. 5-9 as control price per maund. Salt is being sold at different, rates 
according to quality by some agents, namely, Pir Muhammad and otherB. 
The Hon’ble Minister once said that so far as the problem of salt was con- 
cerned, there were some difficulties. It is true that there are difficulties 
in the way, but I must say that we have been emphasizing this fact since 
many years on the floor of this House and Government ought to have taken 
notq of that and these manufacturers of salt should have been encouraged 
before, but this has not been done. Fortunately, in the year 1981 after 
the Irwin Pact some facilities were given in the coastal districts like 
Midnapore and 24-Parganas and salt was being manufactured there and it 
was being sold at a price of 10 annas per maund. This state of things 
continued for some time. Thereafter Government begun to harass those 
people and the harassment came to such a pass that people refused to 
manufacture salt on account of multifarious difficulties put on their way 
by Government. Recently after the last cyclone Government as a relief 
measure introduced some warehouses. So far as I am aware four ware- 
houses were started in Midnapore, two in the district of 24-Parganas, and 
one in Chittagong. The IIonTde Minister might have said that more ware- 
houses have been introduced but the honourable members are well aware 
that there are only six or seven warehouses, and it is very difficult for the 
manufacturers to go and sell their stock at those warehouses. 1, therefore, 
suggest that more warehouses should he started in order to give facilities 
to those people to go there and sell their salt without much difficulty. 

Then, Sir, there are other obstacles so far as the manufacturing 
companies arc concerned. Today, the Bengal Salt, Premier Salt and some 
other salt companies are not working properly for want, of proper facilities. 
You will be surprised to bear that from December last the production of 
this Bengal Salt company has been reduced by 50 per cent, on account of 
non-supply of coal and practically the output of salt has gone down from 
3,000 maunds per month to 1,500 maunds. 

Then, Sir, after the havoc created l>y the last cyclone in Midnapore 
and the 24-Parganas, fuel was scarce in those places, and particularly in ' 
Midnapore fuel was very scarce, and as a matter of fact it was very difficult 
to obtain fuel at that time in Midnapore. The condition of coal was also 
the same. This was also not available. Up till now the position has not 
much improved. Therefore, I submit that if Government really want that 
facilities should be given both to those manufacturers of salt and to the 
companies as well, they should at once make arrangements, so that they 
may get coal, etc. If Government want that large quantity of salt must ’ 
be manufactured, then they should give these and some other facilities to 
the poor people who are engaged in this work. 
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Sir, there are other difficulties which I should like to mention in the 
shape of duties taken at those warehouses. Salt is deposited there, but 
the weighment is made in Contai, Tamluk and other outlying places in the 
24-Parganas. Now what happens is this. When salt is brought to Cal- 
cutta, it is reduced in weight on account of the difficulties which the Hon’ble 
Minister is aware of. Now, weight is reduced by about 10 seers per maund 
with the result that these companies are to suffer on that account. ' 

Sir, another difficulty is that the Industrial companies here are to pay 
the central excise duty at Es. 1-9 and Bengal Government dues at three 
annas per maund. I submit that the Government of Bengal themselves 
can exempt their dues of three annas, and they can at once approach the 
Central Government requesting them to exempt their duty for the time 
being, at least during the continuance of the war, thereby giving some 
facility and impetus to the industrial companies. 

With these words, I move my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 12,000 under the head “5 — Salt” be reduced by 
Es. 100. 

I move this motion to raise a discussion that under the Gandhi-Irwin 
Pact, dated the 5th March, 1931, the people by the side of salt-watered 
places are entitled to take salt prepared by them and to secure articles for 
family consumption in exchange of salt. But the Government servants 
unnecessarily harass the people by preventing them from taking salt by 
boats. 

Sir, TOft ^TtOT motion move I TOTC 

5(tC)& # :!p>tf3 T 5 i 

TOTO TO? ^fepTO tl*J TO? TO 

— <SOTtTO fatTO? ?WlOT l SRT TO TO fe frsr ffo? 
firfvN TO TO4? Tfro TO I ( Hear hear. ) c 7 ^ C3 SfTOTO fTON 

TOft? r? hfrqtOT TO fTO CTORl TO fro CTOS TOT ^ TO 

OTTO ^TO TO TOt? rifgtOT \WO TO] WO TO) OT 

stsrre i ^ cw^tfr ^ tot? tot ?Phito 

— €TTOt cTOTO TO toft TOsi totot *ttf^rtfa* fsrf??TO fffaro 

TO i ^ cro msi qm TOstro Nst^t^s 

CTO ^srrc^ C? CTO? TO eTTO 7 TWfft C^MlCTs 'sOTl 

fWfc ?rfto tot cTO Tffre *tffTO ?n w to to£ 

ist: crosm toot tot TO<t? c fc TO to?? to 

TO ^ TOl I f%$ STO ’f'TO cro f?<? toi TO i 

4$ TO ?t?l W* ff^STOt? TOT ( Mr. Charu Chandra Roy gjyw 7 ^ 

fro{s5TOn 1 ) TO TO TOc 5 ?i 1 w TOt? tot 

TO*T1 CTOt TOTO 4'$ < ®TTO I 

; Mr, PATIRAM ROY: I beg formally to move that the demand of 
lifts, 12,000 under the head 4 ‘5— Salt” be reduced by Es. 100. 
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I move this motion to raise a discussion about the development of salt- 
manufacture in the Sunderhans aj'ea. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I just want to explain 

that this question has been discussed on more than one occasion and I have 
also answered on more than one occasion the questions put on the subject. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Y our answers have been found unsatis- 
factory. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 do not think so. The answers 
could not be unsatisfactory. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: There is salt famine. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: I have not found any new 
arguments advanced today. There is a parrot -like repetition of the same 
arguments. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Because of our hunger for salt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: Now, there is another thing 
which I want to say. Distribution and supply of salt are not the concern 
of this department. -They concern the Department of Civil Supplies. The 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of that Department has on more than one occasion 
explained the situation fully and exhaustively and has told the House what 
steps the Government have been taking in this matter. In view of that 
I do not think it was necessary to take up the time of the House in the 
manner that it has been taken today. As far as the question of manufacture 
of salt is concerned, I have already explained that the policy of Govern- 
ment is to encourage (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal: Inactivities) more and 
more the manufacture of salt on a small cottage industry basis. Govern- 
ment are also taking necessary steps for the manufacture of salt on com- 
mercial basis. 

With these words I oppose all t ho cut motions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The answer given by the Hon’ble 
Minister is very unsatisfactory. I therefore beg to move that the question 
be now put. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You know that there has been some agreement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: T here has been a discussion on the 
Opposition side. We do not want this kind of assurance from Government. 
Government has not made out any case. Otherwise, we would not have 
pressed this motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My difficulty is this. I am told that there has been 
an agreement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Where is the agreement? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought that there was an agreement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: There was some talk about coming to 
an understanding. Government has not agreed to accept any of our sub- 
missions. When we suggested to them that yesterday the meeting might 
be held at 6 o’clock for the convenience of persons engaged in the corpora- 
tion elections, Government did not agree. The question of agreement with 
such a body of persons is absolutely impossible. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever that may he so far as that question is con- 
cerned, I think there has been some agreement 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I motfe that the question be now 
put. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. It places me in a very awkward position. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You know that Government do not 
want to extend our time beyond 7 o’clock. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not speaking of that agreement. Dr. Sanyal, 
you yourself told me something from which I thought that there was an 
agreement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, as a matter of convenience this 
was suggested. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Therefore, I took it that there had been an agreement. 
It is very difficult for me now. The Government Whip also told me some- 
thing on the same lines. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Agreement about what, Sir P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Agreement about the whole thing. After all the 
entire thing has been discussed. It is a very delicate matter for me. My 
inference from the talk I had was that the arrangement was that all the 
demands and the cut motions would be put at the close of the meeting. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: 1 beg leave to state that I was 
never aware of that agreement. 

Rai Bahadur J0CE8H CHANDRA 8EN: I was not aware of it either. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Government Whip proposed this 
as a matter of convenience, hut there was no agreement. The Government 
Whip never said that they had agreed to this. On the contrary I had no 
intimation from him. I only communicated to you that there was a sugges- 
tion made for convenience of debate and getting more time for discussion 
that all the questions be put last but there was actually no agreement as 
such. You know that also very well. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It might be due to misconception on my part, but 
that was what I understood. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Then in that case I do not press that 
the question be now put. 

57— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Its. 27,20,000 be granted for expenditure under the bead “57 — Miscella- 
i\eous”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of 27,20,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” be reduced 
by Rs, 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about — 

(i) the policy of the Government regarding the allowances given to 
State prisoners and detenus; 
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(it) inadequacy of the provisions on the head ‘‘Donation for Charitable 
Purposes” especially regarding maintenance of famine orphans; 
and 

(tit) failure of the Government to start poor funds sought to be created 
under the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Act, 1939. 

Sir, I shall first deal with clause No. (?). The Government seems to 
have a policy regarding the allowances to be given to the State prisoners 
and detenus. There are about 1 ,346 prisoners still in detention; although 
it appears from the Government report that about 800 security prisoners 
have been granted allowance, 000 have not as yet been granted any allow- 
ance. With regard to allowance the policy of the Government is that those 
persons who, according to the Government, had some income before arrest, 
will be granted allowance. With regard to this, my submission, through 
you, Sir, to the Hon’ble Minister is that there should be a revision of that 
policy. Admitting for the sake of argument that a prisoner had no income 
in 1940, it does not necessarily follow therefrom- that he would not have 
earned if he were free in 1942, 1943 or 1944, especially when there are such 
vast opportunities for making good earnings in these days. There are 
persons who did not earn a single pie in 1940, who have now been earning 
by thousands. So the Government policy should he that if any person 
is detained in jail without trial, he should he granted adequate allowance 
irrespective of the fact that he had no income before his arrest. 

Then, Sir, wtih regard to the amount of allowance, one outstanding fact 
is that Government says that persons whose income was Rs. 40 per month 
before arrest should not he granted an allowance of more than Rs. 40 now. 
Now, Sir, the money value oi a rupee in 1940 was much more than that 
of a rupee is now. The money value of one rupee in 1940 is equivalent to 
five rupees in 1943-44. So if a man’s income was Rs. 40 per month in 1940, 
it is equivalent to Rs. 200 in 1942. 1943 and 1944. So he should l>e given 
an allowance of Rs. 200 if his income was Rs. 40 before. When granting 
allowance to a person detained in jail. Government should particularly take 
this point into consideration. Sir, my submission through you to the 
Government is that Government should revise their policy with regard to 
the matter of granting allowances fo the detenus. 

Then, Sir, with regard to persons who have been arrested und extemed, 
they should also be granted allowance. One Ananda Gupta was released 
from jail but was externed. He is an inhabitant of Chittagong hut he 
has been externed in Birbhum. He has no means of income there and he 
is not given any opportunity of making any earning, nor has he any property, 
but still he has not been granted any allowance whatsover. Such things 
have happened and are happening. I know of one Chittaranjan who was 
a student. He is a man of Noakhali but he has been externed in the city 
of Calcutta. He has no means of income and is not earning anything. He 
is not allowed to go to his native village. 

Then, Sir, with regard to other things individual cases there are many. 
Of course, it is difficult to cite instances, but I do fully agree with the 
proposal of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that Government should revise 
their policy in the matter of granting allowances to detenus and that there 
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should be the appointment of a committee of all parties in the Legislature 
to devise ways and means as to the granting of allowances to detenus and 
Government should make up their mind to grant allowances to all. 1 may 
cite instances of two persons: Ramesh Chandra Acharyya is a detenu in 
the Dum Dum Jail; he has got a sister Mrs. Induprabha Mukherji: she has 
fallen ill. As she is a dependent of her brother Ramesh Chandra Acharyya, 
she applied for an allowance, but she has not been granted any allowance. 
She made an application on the 24th of February but nothing has been 
granted to her as yet. I know of one Amulya Mukherji of Tippera. He 
was earning something at the time he was arrested, but has not been grant- 
ed any allowance. 

Sir, before I take my seat, I want to say something with regard to item 
No. (it), namely, inadequacy of the provisions on the head “Donation 
for Charitable Purposes’ ’ especially regarding maintenance of famine 
orphans. Only Rs. 20,000 has been provided for the maintenance of famine 
orphans. That is a very poor and small sum. 

Then, with regard to item (Hi), viz., failure of the Government to start 
poor funds sought to be created under the Bengal Rural Poor and Un- 
employed Relief Act, 1939, I may tell the House that this is the proper 
occasion when such funds should have been created and Government should 
have made contributions to those funds. But it appears from the Budget 
that there is no provision for this. 

Sir, I move this motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 27,20,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscella- 
neous’ ' be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my motion raises two pointed questions, namely, first, the inadequacy 
of the budget provision and, secondly, the necessity for the appointment 
of a committee of all parties in the Legislature to frame suitable rules for 
the grant of proper allowances and family allowances to the prisoners and 
detenus and their families. 

So far as the inadequacy of the Budget provision is concerned, it is 
quite apparent from the budget figures. Last year the Government made 
a provision of Rs. 2,03,00(1 under this head and this year the same provision 
has been made. Sir, it is quite impossible in these days to provide for 
suitable allowances with a grant of only Rs. 2,03,000 under this head when 
there are so many security prisoners and the cost of food and clothing has 
so much increased. Here is a United Press message, Sir, dated 
Lucknow, the 23rd March, from which it is learnt that during the last four 
months more than 700 security prisoners were released from the United 
Provinces jails with the result that there are now 1,180 security prisoners 
in United Provinces jails. By the section 93 Government of the United 
Provinces 700 prisoners have been released in 4 months. But here is a 
popular Government and what is their achievement in this respect? From 
press-note recently published, that is, so late as on the 28th March it is 
learnt that 521 political prisoners have been released since the assumption 
of oi&00 by the present Ministry and there are at present 1,300 political 
saeuriiy prisoners now in jails in Bengal; that is, this so-called popular 
Government saw their way to release 500 odd prisoners after having been 



4 DEMAND FOB GRANTS. «3 

office for about twelve months. This is the progress that their policy of 
iplease has up till now made. In view of this position it is quite apparent 
tthat this Government should adopt the next best course, namely, to provide 
for adequate allowances and if that be the policy of the Government as it 
1* anxious to advertise, then it is all the more necessary to provide for suit* 
able fund for allowances to security prisoners. 

Now, Sir, as I have already pointed out, the grant that has boon 
provided for is a very meagre grant. It is only a repetition of the graftt 
that was made last year. Unless this grant be revised, the allowance can 
only be nominal. Next, Sir, you are quite aware that the Government's 
policy of granting niggardly allowance does not meet with approbation 
anywhere and does not satisfy any party. Therefore, I have suggested that 
a Committee should be formed of all parties to frame suitable rules for the 
grant of proper allowances to these unfortunate prisoners who have been 
robbed of their liberty and opportunities of earning without any trial what- 
soever. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to reply to 
the cut motions moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and Rai Harendra 
Nath Chxudhuri. Sir, Mr. Datta has criticised the policy of Government 
in the matter of granting of family allowances. The policy adopted by 
the present Ministry has been explained to the House several times and I 
would like, Sir, to recapitulate the main points of the present policy of 
Government. It is this, that Government are aware of the hardship caused 
to the people by abnormal rise in the cost of living and that is the main 
reason why Government increased family allowances of security prisoners 
granted prior to 1st January, 1943, by hundred per cent, and by 60 per cent, 
in the case of family allowances sanctioned after the 1st January and before 
this Ministry had assumed office. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We want to know whether Govern- 
ment is prepared to revise the policy of the grant of family allowances. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Government consider this policy 
to be very liberal. Mr. Datta has said that a sum of Rs. 40 previously is 
equivalent now to about Rs. 200, but, Sir, that will apply to everybody. 
All wage-earners would be bard hit if there is any rise in the cost of living. 
In the case of wage-earners increase in their earnings has not doubled, but 
in spite of thtft Government have adopted a liberal policy and have granted 
cent, per cent, increase of allowances to security prisoners. 

So far as Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’s motion is concerned, he has 
asked for the appointment of a committee to scrutinise the cases of family 
allowances of security prisoners. Government do not oonsider this necessary 
because Government have adopted a liberal policy and Government are 
satisfied that this is the best policy that could be adopted, and no further 
help from the members of th# legislature is considered necessary. 

So far as the question of release is concerned, after assumption of office 
by the present Ministry, over 505 security prisoners have been released. As 
to the question of family allowances, over 800 security prisoners are in 
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receipt of family allowances and out of IT State Prisoner® 14 are in receipt 
of SU. 30 as personal allowance and 3 State Prisoners are in receipt of 
ftfculy allowance of Es. 100. 

* . So far as items (it) and (Hi) of Mr. Datta’s motions are concerned 
regarding donations for charitable purposes, Government are already spend* 
ing crores of rupees for chari tabjp purposes. The demand under this head 
is a mere repetition of previous demands though Government, in view of 
the famine conditions prevailing, have increased grants to all charitable 
institutions out of their Famine Relief Fund. 

Sir, with these words I oppose all the cut motions moved by the mem- 
bers of the Opposition. 

47— Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Khwa|a Shahabuddin) : Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,58,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments”. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 5,68,000 for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motiou in order to raise a dis- 
cussion about the failure of the Government to set up Arbitration Boards 
or Industrial Courts to settle trade disputes. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 5,58,000 for expenditure under the 
head “47 a — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move 
this motion in order to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government 
to grant adequate dearness allowance to the wage-earners. 

4Ifa, yift TOlft worker^ OT ftl industial worker*! TO 

TO (TO <4 TO! production 4 ** cTO strike ft* *1 industrial 

CTO TOR TO production^* cTO TOR TO 41 TOI I ski worker*! 

f4d C*fC^ TO TO! <4TO C*H TOFfa TOT RlWTOF <4&fa tfTQtTO I <4$ 

TOft* TOTU5 C4 worker^* TO? 

R'StfTOI wjr TOTOt* TOT TO3 ftnrefw C5h 41 C'TS’BI I fa*. tSfa VW 

TOtf I Workers strike ^FTO *n <*& 5 F9tU5 

R*t ws 4^1 ^hhi rtv c4ct> or <si$ urr si.w 

CTOF CTO CSfCf I Labour Department 4&t? W C’T'331 SfRlTO TO TOR 
stl department^ JrtRt JTO PTOjs <q strike** «rt 

ftgrj to! ?^5, — 4 cTOr 'iftn *15$ ftPro, <a*\ to 

TOR 4 f*TO l ftR* 'tlflf fTOtV f%5 wm *1$ I ’Tft'8 Qrdinai»e*ra 
•IfSWl'bTM RtC? R Essential Service** c* JR IffTOH TOT TOR 'jfln 5 fW 
*ttm *n <w #n cror to*? ; 51 ffisnnn skilled workers ^tonr 

WIW fTO Rtct? R TO) War Industry cTO *RT RNt« R’O 

^rtftfi.4*|.j«TOr8 tffln r ’rtf rc? R*ft RTfrotRt *ror cm *Hor *n, 

Wt TORt #CW TO cm RTO Tt I RtfR RP5 <TOf TO) R 

< ^t -#T lCg tfR- t jt C W RR Rytfc 5t», C^R ( fr l-tf TlW TOT¥!%tR TOtTS 

i ' i 
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TOi TO '▼j’rfe c’fp r »t? 'Sfin to wnutf? TOfr rtrs*ucwi 4?? 
iptlwfk? ?tft?i cw*t to? «firs <Sfin c?c$ Tor ?i i 4$ c? ?retf%»n workers? 

TOK® Ordinance ?tTO tPC^T 4? 4?>l? TO8 *fC?t?F? ff? sf'S<C?C*$f 1 

wotkerot* jpra ??R W'gfi?] ^f?<n fa TOE$ *0 TO5® c??t | 4TO Special 
Trftonal ?TC$ fa® C??!C? 4* ?T® CftNlfc ^It»ftOT ?TO® TO?tB? l 51 ?| 1, 
TOW* gfa® er«fi? TT« CflNlfc TO? wfec?tcsf? 'TO wt?f?i Industrial Court 
*fal Sfas fa? C??tC? C®fa?fa TO? wf%C?tC«t? TO?tS?) TO WTO? flTOn TOS 
TO? I 461 TO3?1 TO® I ?f??1? CW-ftsi ?TO? Tripartite Conference 

CSCTOpI — ’t'S’f'CT’i), Cfffa 4?^ ?tf?TO?? ®fW C'fC’F i C?TO? 4 f?TO TO? ?®f 

C?C?* CTO? TO?fl>?1? TO TOrtCTI TOI 4?* 'Srtl cTOtc? or f?TO® Tor TOl 

CTO ?TO 7t4l¥f) ?S ; jiTO recommendatory TOTO TO TOl ?fc TO 
?l? I TO SflwfiW TOTO?? TOC'S C ^5 C?'3?l TO, TO] *5®1 Wc?® trtUS TOR 
?] I ®C? TOF ’fib® CTO W? Arbitration Court tr? f? | iffi's 
Ordinances TO^ C? Cffifa^rcTO '*T^f%41 SC? TO 'Sl?| ?fa strike ^5 
TO TOW 'TO5: 50 fie?? C?fft? fie® TO 4?t ?fi 50 fit?? C?tffi? ?| CT? 
®t5C? CTO strike st? *R iffaCTO CW? SC'S TO? ; TOT* 4 TO®t? 

TOl strike ?>?C 4 ’TO? ?1 I fa® ?CW ?CW 0 rdinanoe 4 4 ^ 
TO§ C? Cffac®?] ?S?1® ®?C? TO TO?? W?T Arbitration Board ■sfig< PH> 

fie® tor i fa® crotc? 4^1 ?t?r®t^?® ?? 1 ;rfic®si <t?«ft® ?f?c? to 

Arbitration Board ?i Arbitration Court ?t?T®f^?®" ?|, 4ft 

ir*\y' TOfRC’S? *sto? $to f?#? to c? 4&1 ?ro? fa ?i i to enror 
TO1W? ?f®S®l TO^ ?® ?t? 4* Arbitration Board4 ?S?t® ®?1 TOO? TO fSTO 
*t®®?l VO ®fa TOtW? ???rs ?T«f SCSCf I TO't® TOf'C?d>? fi® CTOF CTO 
TO? TOT f? I 4?? fV 4&1 ?TOS CTOH TO C? ??? ?(t??l Labour Department 
fire? ?|Wt CVS] ^f? 4* 'TO? '?frot''t C^rfetro ^?? Department^? 

CTO TOW? 5jH ^fit ?5P ?? C? ??t*r? I f%5 TO ?l ; 4TO strike aPtt¥ 
CTO? ?fi 'TOR TOC? f%f TOC'S "^{11%, ?*C? TOtCT? CTO ?TO C*Fl? K? ?l I 
Rfir TOtTO '5t?1 TOtC?? 4* ??TO? fic? TOT?, C?!^ officially ^f?1 

4 Sroi fiTO tor ?i 1 c? c?mHc?? ?»m? ?t* ; mfrr 4* tto crtTOfrc?? 
5«tc? CTO TO? t?l TOC'S TO? ?1, firerrs: ?fi *Sc?f*n?R CTORrtt TO 
TOC? C??tC? CJTO TO C? TO CTO Labour Department 4?? 4'5<tT e fr >rj < 
4* European concern^? ?cw !|1??FC?? ?fi CTO? V? ?) 

cTOrc?fif to, toc? c?^c?tt?c?ir<r3l?TO???tfr TOt? to? fics *?i »rj< ????' ; 

4?? fiF 'll?] ?fi CTO promise'3 c?? CTO t%f? >etUement4? ??? 
TOC? TO promises TO?C3 »ttC?? ?1 l CTT? 4TO ^Sf?r >TOf*t Tramway 
striker? TO ?f? — TOS few 5C?%T C? BtCT? O ?tC?? C?t?I? CUTOIl TO? I 
4TOTt? iTS?l TO?f^?, ▼fifTOTO ??? cron *tdp W? ?fijt ?1?t? <F?T CTTOll 
TO?fi? 4?* ISro to?% cn fetro TOft to? ?i, ?TOn? *t? to?i fir? to 
»pra TOftl TO5? I 4 ^H?l TO 4TO TO? dearness alknranoe ?j ?f)(fif gj^| j 
?Wfir TOR TTOS «R1 TOT® fiff^C? TORTOt?! ^f«<C?C*fer 9jm 
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f. , tfft f ref?*' firftm ret? o «re c?t®t*, p™® ?«*»?" W* tot® retor 

• A W"m faltC? »Tl1% India Government^? c? Ordinance c?f?crat 

' ®eytfc? re*®: & 010 R Strei ?rc®J* stf?* ret*tft ®t®i c»tc® rett? i ®t? crO to re? 
WS *tfc? ?! < 4 $ Ordinances < 4 fr| tftttre TO TOt® E. P. T. Euless 
®l? cvf) ffi CWMtft CT? ®tTO*®f?l %C® *tft?? ?l I Ordinanoe cTO? 
%*? re®retf? oroi to ®t? ’rei? ?t« m 5 t^T¥ cret? ?t?n ?te i ®ft ifcrei crew 
Otfit- 8 fit*! C?C* Sib' fit¥1 f%g- fsg- Industry c§ 1 ®t? *tt? cheap 
ration Jp®f®? cfT?t® ?1 »tt'<3?1 ?t?— ®tW ?tf?* ft?t? *t? CTO TOC®— 
Labour Commissioner fro fro? ro ? ftTC5;? C? SO fif*t? C?fV ?? 4?? 

?? ** ftfa SSlibRO fit*l I aMu 'arm?? 1?C? *tf?*1? aoale refltC? 
CW CTO cost of living eft® c?* re??ft? re<K Bretts •[f^TCT? - 
ooet of livings ?ft? dearness allowance ? 1 ®i . 4 ?; 'aTOlt 

C!ft «o«t of living ?® ?ft® ®1? S« ®W ®t?l C*tC? «fft* C?l?t$C® 1 

rettreretretcre? ?rotil?i twi soo fci*i refr® fro reft*?, ?i? to c?ret?*t? ijfron 
?tyft ®l®i feoiso fit*i crec? reft? 1 ? i 4 ’retire ?l? ?t? c*j?to ?«t? retsro 

Price Conference tire; Dearness Allowance Sub-Committee to 4 ?; cTOt? 
tn? ?*? *t* '4$ f’rertt^ ifiref?® ?? c? <4*fii <4 ?*? ?f^tBt ®t®i cl's?! Sffi® 
?ft® SffTOn C??? CTO cost of living ?ft® CT^“ re^reft? C?®?! f*S 

rew retfr® ?t;?i resre'w’fi -4 f?ro cro ?mi c?? f? ?i c*t? ?mi toi? csfcre 

*C?? f? I f*tt?®: 4^ ’W® ■'yi'i'lml-c C? ’TTOfref?? C?f?C? re®?®l re®5®?t?*®f* 
?TMt?l Cost of living index ?f;?n resS'CTOfi? ?l reft® ’5tt t 5 
tott ^t?i ffiro 'jfln re^r® cTO to%®R c? <fl^i nmtt?t f%«t?? ret’it'siT ta?; 

C^ CP% ?f^n cost of living index <$t?l JFTO5 

5t? ' «n,' TOT cost of living index TO til?; (TT? oost of living index 

TO C^tt? ?1 TOt? TO TOST Dearness Allowance 4 ? ^TOt-sf »tTf^ sfi, re»f5 TOI 1 41 

tiwt? TOl *ttt5?, TO fV c. P. tfl?; U. P. Jretli TOtTOt? cost 

of living index TOlft fHoTOT- fT ?t;sn a|'5'f''t?t«^? TO ?? I <nffa TO'tS 
Labour TOT# #n >1^<ltf5I TOTOltafl I -4? TOT TOT® STMfTO C? TOti 

*i?rTO toi TO #n ?ro m 4?; to? f? 1 4? tot tot??? yfrorn 
c? ?ro toi *tf? ?i ■a?" retro ?f? tffrom repstf^r TOi totu? tot to 

TO U'SttTO TO SO. ft? *tt? strike rot? C?t#? fTO c?? TOt? 

*1? CTOtl ?tt? C? strike TO* TO »t? ^S<t?t^? URT Law and 

Order <? ij?? croft ?tt? rero 4 ?; rero ?I?1 to ?TO 

efioient. Labour Department ^ inefficient ^? 

Law and Order ■jsTOl ?W 1 rot? Department ufTO efficient to ?f? 
■trike ret?* ?? ?t ret?* rot? rettsft ^tt?? Met <TO c? Union 

Leaden ' Of Cf reft? TO *tt* *1t* ?ftt? ftt* *tt?t? ?fR?i ??• 
(Dr. Aiwa. Motamb Uaux : J^t? TO rett* 5 ?t, % ?? I) 31 ?t$l f?%? ret® 

- ?l O^C* crot retaf— reP Prfrere reti ?tft% ret? f?f? re?i *n ?S* re*®; 

strike tweaking TO TO ®tWf *t*J C? S®? Iff TO <4tt? *ITO retltW? fdt~ 
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■ tfffen ttgl 4 ? TOf$ c? Labour Department jj«« *1 Labour WBoy 
»n4lj ; '55WTJ TO? inefficiency '3tCTO $*fCS Law and Order jfJjprtf "Wtl 

•pita? urtnii Ytt*c? ^ toto st? >a? ’rRsn toi'ctc*?* l*bc«r. 

4 * ^4 f%rt^ C? 'St? Dearness Allowance Jr»fc^ Arbitration Board *M& 
^CTWO fefro I 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Bs. 5,58,000 for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscel- 
laneous Departments’ ’ be reduced by Ra. 100 to raise a discussion about 
(t) inefficiency and inadequacy of tbe arrangements for collecting 
provincial statistics, (u) maladministration of the Labour Department 
and of tbe Labour Welfare Organisation, and (Hi) failure to prescribe the 
conditions for notification of banks under the Bengal Money-lenders Act, 
1940. 

Sir, Grant No. 28 covering the Miscellaneous Departments, as you will 
notice from page 69 of the Red Book, covers various items, and as the time 
at our disposal is short I have to confine all these different issues under 
one motion. 

Sir, so far as the first issue is concerned regarding Provincial Statistics, 
we have had previous occasion to discuss the same and my honourable 
friend Mr. Hirtzel of the European party has also emphasised the urgency 
of improving the machinery for taking provincial statistics of various 
sections. I will not take more time of the House on that point. 

With regard to the third matter, Sir, I submit that the Government 
of Bengal, at the instance of certain members of this Assembly during 
several months past, had committees appointed and arrangements were 
made to draft the provisions of the Money-lenders Rules which would be 
required for notification of bank's. One Parliamentary Secretary of the 
Government at the present moment was also enthusiastic at that time and 
there were several sittings of the committee. Draft rules were approved, 
so far as I remember, by the Committee, and Government had been sitting 
on that for a pretty long time. I would like to know whether the present 
Government intend to permit the notification of banks, because without 
this notification, Sir, many of the Bengali-managed Banks are suffering 
terribly today. 

With regard to the second point, namely, the maladministration of the 
Labour Department and the Labour Welfare Organisation, I have not 
much time at my disposal to give details as to what I had in view. I 
would only invite the attention to the constant changes in the appoint- 
ment of Labour Welfare Officers and the Deputy Labour Commissioner 
and so on. Transfer and retransfer of officers from one section to the * 
other and the names of the officers concerned will reveal the real state of 
affairs and how many of them are directly or indirectly related to the 
Hon’ble Ministers of Government. I will not question the ability of some 
of them,* but the manner in which some of them have been given lifts over 
the heads of others — they have been given special allowances when, 
transferred to some other departments of Government — makes one doubt 
if efficiency has been the only criterion for arrangements of officers and 
appointments in this department. 
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h With regard to the labour welfare units, I submit that Government 
woke up very late to discover that labour welfare units for which large 
sums of money were provided were not at all regularly organised under 
any rules made by Government. It was revealed in connection with the 
Public Accounts Committee enquiry last time. The Labour Commissioner 
himself explained that for maqy months he himself did not know how to 
deal with the matter and what would be the arrangements for labour 
welfare units. The money was practically left to his care to be spent in 
any way he liked. There were no rules framed by Government. The 
Public Accounts Committee recommended that there should be better 
administration of the funds. We do not yet know whether the assistants 
or officers*in-charge of labour welfare units are Government servants, and 
if so what are their rights and duties, how are they selected and what 
their qualifications are. We hear a lot of rumours, we hear a lot of 
gossip about this. On a previous day we had from one Hon’ble Minister 
a homily on purity. I shall deal with that Minister in due course when 
there will be time. But let him not go with the illusion that we were 
going to have a sermon on purity from the puritan Minister in charge of 
Civil Works of this Government, the apostle of honesty and fair play. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: RfWC? yftk* 

Hirufc RtnrteHiv cv hhi Rtfl ufirc Mi hhmh rtra hhi ch 
font OjHtHFtH HV I «f<<! 

TO \\s 16 URl HftCS St* I 


ft#*! ’ff2J1WT 3 TtV TOE vfros cHch Hfnns StVtHl ^ *4H‘ ’fa 

^rfru MtuNflonr fn*i> sSre cv HWvrHfa * ^rfim^ <w 

cv uctv vtwfa vrtvt^ Stutpr* <4$ v^RbHwfdj Rmtnrv Rh#h 
steft hv, ssfra 'uifhww 4H; HfvHtwf cv 
— * 5 te\ < 4 * sura* WwtPT firfHHi fir* bn HCH^< 4 *Hf 3 t<mtH tfsm- 

ypn *trv <w hsvih |tvr ofe gfis ^rh cmh hvi cwnr nft hi < 4 hh 

c*tH ^hi onr Ht* Htut* vta *rtHHi nsi sfus *ttft i Htvtm 

<4«Ths vtwtnr tpH fanfa vfiw®# <4h; vfrnus ^fircu, hwhi rjiwch 

<4*^Cf ntffSTKtOT URT faHCHH tit 6 ! fHH#H flOT HJ&Hfal 

width hi h^hih vmrHi, hi ^ width hhh, w Whh 1 
Rffan hi to? fncwn ’[nr nrtH i w-mri hithh <4* wtfhn ch-Hh w 

(RtHWtfT Steffi CWHtH 'Hfatftl <4* ^ CUTHtTO CH <4H; 

Wl Hf%D5 H$TH HI I iWHI WlHI HHH HtVtTH H!$D5 $HH 

4Ts fi(Pt ^JHHtH Wt'HI HfHI ^tfVHI Ht$Hl HfCH 1 Wl 'Hfe HfatHT I W 

HttH ^00\ CH3EH 4¥HH ^T^hT 

Htar U8 tt^Fl HfftHl HftHl Hit? I ^ <?T <4 41$ H*,<3tetW* HtHT, 

^WCff HflHtH <4 Hn Hlvlvl«Tli CH HJHStH ^5t51 TO'B ^51 

WfHtlft HtHtm ClH VWtH HfftHI CHSH] 

ffHft etH HI HH m'fii CH HFfW fURtHtH HtfHU ^ HOTH X5Whf 

OlH HtftHlf ftHtH-fHVtH ^ HI HH WfHHtftHl 5pfC^5 ^ft¥, ftl 
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wtsflflHi 4*r surShr srttrNThn ch hhj# cHicfr" RRhi huh 4Ht RRh, 
TlpIPH *11 hR 8 hr * arm *Rtt 'sihihi hiRhi hi HR, $ 1 hi i?c»f Rfclwi 
HtfN wh hi i sihri Wro hrih 'siRh *Rtt HtftHi *n?m htct i qtnca 
>3 * hht nnnfl hhh hrhmm hr ts«R r hir i fgliH hrR H h i iRinat* chch 
'S fttWH hiRhi hhRh kh, Rr ?foHR «rt«i«fl hi Htot^t HrtHf^Ywi c*T3tr>T sen hi I 


?H1 t(fi?f3 CH HH7 HfHtHfi HlHlOH R7HR H?HI HI enemy action 4 HlHlHt 

* ’tw h?hi rich ®t?ioR h<$hi hR crc*R, $ihi h?ch 4? ’tef'cHC'iR S*R 

’HHrti.jpjtH hi hiRhi HRi hr hi i 4 ? hht h 1 ht#ri fafon HlRste Rthh Hi 

HtCHH <1? HR compensation HI Hf3HR TfHHlHil H"TCH Rni RRrtHR 
■HcHT HHH dR>fll HtC7 I 'HlH'SI 4HH3 CHRHtR, 4T 4W faftHt HlHlH *fR <i 

RfT *R *rtr5 <$wm hiRhih chr hhti *h hi 4Ht ch? hiRhi hhh hhh 
H en <5 *r cr*n hr hcht hhh <$Mm hiRhi H?re Ttfn hshi hi 

^mn hr Real hr— 4HH3 '^hr Hies— hriesr <jhhi Res • p trf % — ct 
wmew 0 h«ir ctr chrr Rh hi ; m?t#Ri TteatHH TtciflRi hch ; 'hrirhchrit 
H i?, hihhi Rhi rtHl'^fli'-i fr tRhi hrih 51hi?h ? <shh hhi hh hihcsi h*hch 
^ 5f5t?n CHRR Ht?CH I CHHttH H«R HR HI <5«R SRtHI HRR CfRI’fR HRl HCH I 
SRHCH Alexandria Port 4 Ht?Hl HCH cHRPfl HI RCH HtHHl VtW hRh HI I 


'SHH CH? HH5 WR1#lTHH 6*R 5tHHl HRt HH 4H^ HRtW (RCT HtHCTS (?T3H| 
5H HR I «< 33fh5tHHl HH, H«R ^t5lHl shipping master- 4 ^ f%^ 

WHT CWfH H^HHl HTfHC5 HR ^5HH ^HRHH Oft ri?" CH3H1 HH 4H1 fHPtCH gWR? 
CWOt CH3H1 HH, 4H; 'JtHtWH Hf#t CH HtftHl % CH?T HH5 HffHHl HtWHttJ H'ftHl 
5T3H1 5H I 4 HHR HTHHtCHH ®HH1 Htt I 4? HI CHiH 1%®CH3 'HtHHl 45M (TfRctJ 
H ftrefl I ■aR5 4? Hlill^Kl 1 ?) fiTtl HHHHH HfHHI «tt!Rf CH, HI, CStHHI 'HlHfCTRHf, 
OTtHHl 'sflHtCHH 4* HCHi HtHtHT HR, 4^1 total war ; fa's 'HtR HfHTO 5lt ?R 
4HH3, inRtf WW SofHTOH fe5CH lifHRI Hf?Hn^ CH? HHCH3 HfH ' jR y C'R 
SHCH 4? H’R 'HHRIH HH, H? HHH HIHHfH HR1 HH, ^5tHI H?CH f V H’RhI 4? ^Rv 

*ji 4? hc% hriht =fRt 5 *ttcnr «h tmt#R Rch? hh, ’HfR hrt Rchfh hhctw 
hRc< 5 6t? I RfjRh vfof 'HtR Defence Department 4H CHHH Labour Welfare 
'HTfHHR Ht? I CHRHfH f¥ HHR5TCH 'HTHtOT CHCt ^fWR ROTfStH HRI HH | 
RCH¥ HHH ISHH OtOf WRR HH Welfare officer fHHH" HHl H?Htn?, OTtHtCHH S*tHFll 
afHI H?CH, fH^S -HtCHR CHH1 CHHl HtH 4? HH3 IjR^ CHHH H feWCW fe*WH 
*t(H HI I CH RHCH WH ■flHHlH HI <5lH HTHT1 ^fHHtH CHtH feHtH Hi? I 4H?J 
«[fcto RlR CHHt?T5 5t? I tfSHI CHCH HHH dearness allowance HHl HR1 

H?H 4H1 jjRhCHH family ration allow HHI H?H 'SHH 4H1CH CHR 47 

t®H1?'CHC c tH Ht^tH HF^tHl family ration HI Rd single ration Rtrlf HHH 

RCHHI 4 HHCH »^H^t HW Hf7H HtH HfHHl RtHtC^H CH, 473T H?Ht g H I CHH 
tTJ 7H1* %*ltH Hi? 1 hR C7H 474 H?Ht HHH17 7CH <5tHl H?CH Defence of India 
Act-4 HflHl A t H t C HH RPtH 7H1 HH I HtHHl 4HH? 7C? HRlHtR CH, HW17 

79tf ©HtH HI?, CTfHS HTH H^H? THtH &*tTH Hi?, C7W8 fjRiHtH TH1H feHR 

J|1?l •fC'517 H1HH1H Welfare officer TflHl 4T6 i camouflage CHTHI TV 
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cmtm strati fin <?fc weffiw© *m$ *ffi*m *t 

^ i & ’rci f%j wfercffi ^ ft *n or ^pri ^ 

T5fcn 5$c.*f <3fRw ^tf^T C^, 4 OPR ?ppr oomouflage s focvsc^ ffyfri 
*& 2ffi¥C*ft , $tOTT W^U 4^ camouflage yf %0SC f I Rl 

*& ’BTftOT OsK* t-frfls Wl^ ^firoi vfi <R, eft 4$^ EfiR 

<5fc1 ^T cvft ft* **, <arf% -filf* if* cm provocatk 

) , *ft *(awi r 4 orcl* *c<a c***ft* Rfftnri <$tei 4$ 

SfftWFflr WCtf STO fifth columnist -4 $$?i eftc* I ^ 

WM ItelWW <PfCVi 5t$ a, camouflage ftc* W fttRC* C4t^R c*Ttf 
*** fc* camouflages^ net-4* ftm Itfctt QMVI 4*f 4*| *# 

C*f$ net ?fl£wi 3 T^f *H *4fiw I 

Mr. Bt MUKHERJEE: ^tfw C* W? w^fl *£TO?* C*$ 3pRj Jjfa 

cwfhr WFtmr s'ots sn *t$t*t, 4*; yiw i ***& *rrf 

c* ^sit^sf rrt 4? *rro aft^m *ret* erfeiRW tori? «rj cwfft rpmes 
*fc% wit ft csfci totcs;* *i *i c* ^ *fhrcm 4* >mr *r* i 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, Dr. Malik began hi 
speech by saying that whatever I was going to say in answer to the point 
raised by him was that those points do not concern the Government o 
Bengal. In that connection I want to say that that is not merely answer 
But that is a fact and he knows it perfectly well that as far as seamei 
are concerned it is a Central Government’s concern and that the Govern 
ment of Bengal has got no jurisdiction over that matter. Mr. B. Mukherje< 
has also stated that it is primarily a Central Government subject. As fai 
as the Government of Bengal is concerned, Sir, I may tell him that w< 
have got every sympathy with the seamen and from time to tin^e whenevei 
opportunity has arisen we have represented their case to the Gffrernmenl 
of India. As a matter of fact on the last occasion when I was at Delhi 
I had a talk on many important matters affecting the seamen with the 
member in charge of that department, especially two or three points 
which Dr. Malik has mentioned. Sir, the result of that discussion I am 
not in a position to disclose here but I can assure my friends that the 
Hon’ble Jleiuber in charge, Sir Azizul Haque, is very kindly considering 
the question and it is hoped that very substantial relief will be given very 
noon. More than that I cannot say at present. 

After the war . (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen: After the war!) 

Yes, after the war ; but what you expect about the war will never 
materialise; you will be disappointed. After the war, it is hoped that 
the position of the seamen will be immensely better. 

Sir, I shall now take up the question of dearness allowance. 
Mr. Mukherjee has mentioned that as far as dearness allowance is concerned 
this Government is not doing anything. Sir, the time at my disposal is veiy 
short and I shall not go into the details of the case. But I may inform my 
l^iid that as far as the dearness allowably is concerned reference has been 
|pide from time to time to the adjudicator by whom the rate of the dearness 
allowance has been adjusted on several occasions. Furthermore, 
Mr. Mukherjea harhimself stated that along with dearness allowance there 
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ia a system in Bengal of supplying foodgrains at concession rates. In this 
province, Sir, where the prices of foodgrains had gone up abnormally, this 
concession of supplying foodgrains at subsidized rates in addition to the 
dearness allowance is not a small boon that has been granted. Further, Sir, 
Mr. Mukherjee has mentioned about the position in Bombay. But I may 
inform Mr. Mukherjee that there is going on a move in Bombay to reduce 
the dearness allowance there. But if I suggest a reduction in the dearness 
allowance here I do not know how it will be received by the people of this 
province. 

Now, Sir, so far as the question of strike is concerned, the Government 
policy is no longer confined to the prevention of strikes. Government, have 
now got the machinery for the adjudication of disputes. The present policy 
of Government with regard to the question of Labour is that there should 
be security of tenure, that is, no man can be discharged except on good 
and sufficient grounds; no man can be punished lor being a member of a 
trade union; adequate uuges, housing, sickness, insurance, provident fund, 
maternity benefit, employment of women and reduction in hours of work. 
Sir, that is the policy of Government. So far as the question of prevention 
of strikes is concerned, it is true that under the Ordinance and Special 
Order the workers are prevented from going on strike without proper notice, 
hut- it is not correct to say that whenever their complaints are brought to 
the notice of the Labour Commissioner, no action is taken. I can assure 
the Hou«e that whenever tlie Labour Commissioner has failed in bringing 
about a conciliation he has rH erred the matter to Government for adjudi- 
cation. And, Sir, the Government has never refrained from referring the 
matter for adjudication irrespective of the fact whether the matter refers 
to a European or Indian firm. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: I can cite thousands of cases where you have 
failed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : I can state for 
Mr. Mukherjee’s information that he cannot mention one single case where 
reference for adjudication has not been made. Wherever a complaint has 
been made and the matter has been enquired into and referred to Govern- 
ment by the Labour Commissioner, the Government never refused to refer 
it for adjudication. 

So far as tlie question of statistics is concerned, 1 admit that some time 
ago arrangements were not very satisfactory but recently orders have been 
issued for the collection of statistics for prices of commodities, housing, 
water-supply, indebtedness, wages and other earnings of workers. Statistics 
for stoppages of work, number of days and wages lost already are fairly 
complete. Statistics for cost of living index figures arc being improved 
from time to time. The Labour (Commissioner is already engaged in con- 
ducting enquiries into family budge's and it is hoped that satisfactory index 
for industrial areas would soon he published. 

Vow, Sir, as regards the point raised by Dr. Sanyal regarding notifica- 
tion of banks under the Bengal Money-lenders Act I may inform the House 
that although this particular matter is included in the budget of this 
department, actually the administration of the matter has nothing to do 

a 
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with this department. I am sure that when the report of this debate is 
placed in the hands of my honourable colleague, the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib, 
he will take due notice of it. 

Sir, as far as the Labour Welfare Centres are concerned, I personally 
feel that we have not been able to make adequate provisions for the labour 
centres. Within last -two years^ labour centres increased from 10 to 32, 
grants from Es. 20,000 to Rs. 32,000. These centres are very useful not 
only for supplying information of labour unrest, but for recreation of 
workers and contact between workers and Government labour officers. 

Sir, as far as the charges of corruption in the department and maladminis- 
tration are concerned, they are very vague. No one has been able to say 
anything about the maladministration of the department. As far as 
appointments and transfers are concerned, Sir, every one knows that under 
peculiar conditions recently prevailing in Bengal large number of officers 
were taken away from one department to another department. Khan 
Bahadur Murshedi, who was the Deputy Labour Commissioner, was taken 
away to the Rationing Office. In that vacancy the man next to him, who 
was an Assistant Labour Commissioner, was promoted. I am surprised 
that these complaints have been made. 

A special organisation for the recruitment of unskilled labour has been 
established in this province and a committee has been formed in which the 
Bengal Government, the Military — both British and American — and 
various employers are represented. It is a most important work and 
Mr. Abu Talib has been appointed by the Labour Commissioner as Secretary 
to that Committee, and in that vacancy the next man, the Assistant Com- 
missioner, namely, K. M. Azad, has been promoted. I shall be very glad 
if Dr. Sanyal can cite any instance where any — what he called — relations 
of the Ministers have been promoted superseding the claims of any other. 
It is no use making such vague charges and simply going on making such 
insinuations. My honourable colleague Mr. Pain did say something that 
*day and I need not repeat it, all I can say that with all the efforts the 
Opposition has not been able to adduce any convincing instance of any 
maladministration during the present regime. 

With these words I oppose all the cut motions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is about 6, one minute only remaining. I think it 
is desirable that I put the motions now. 

S-Salt. 

The motion of Mr. P. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 12,000 for 
expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 12,000 for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

motion of Mr. Patiram Roy that the demand of Rs. 12,000 for 
«HRttdUture under the head ”5 — Salt” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin that a sum of 
R$. 12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘*5 — Salt"*, was then 
put and agreed to. 

57 — Miscellaneous. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 27,20,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous** be 
reduced by Rs. 100 which was moved to raise a discussion about — 

(t) the policy of the Government regarding the allowances given to 
State prisoners and detenus; 

(ii) inadequacy of the provisions on the head “Donation for Charitable 
Purposes’* especially regarding maintenance of famine orphans; 
and 

(i ii) failure of the Government to start poor funds sought to be created 
under the Bengal Rural Poor and Unemployed Relief Act, 1939, 


was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AM Ml Had*. Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Jabbar Palvan, Mr. Md. 

AHmI Majid, Maalvl (Mymaatlnih). 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvl. 

Ablar Rawtak, Maulvl. 

Abu H attain tarkar, Maulvl. 

Atmad All Enavatpurl, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ah Mad Khan, Mr. 8ynd. 

AslMUddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Axhar AH. Maulvl. 

Badruddoja. Mr. dyad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Barat AH. Mr. Md. 

Barm*, Mr. PuipaJIt 
Barman, Mr. Upa«dra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. tantaah Kumar. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. Robinda Chandra. 

BUwat, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Ohattapadhyay. Mr. Haripada. 

Chaudhurl, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Dat, Baku Radhanath. 

Dat Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Daa Qupta, drijut Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dolul, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Qupta. Mist Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Uplndranath. 

Paalul Hu*, Mr. A. K. 

QbUa. Mr%tul Kri.hna. 
ainuddla Ahmad, Mr. 

QaUtm larwar Hatainl, Mr. Shah dyad. 

Quata. Mr. dacaah Chandra. 

Qyaauddlu Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Hubibullah, Nawab Bahadur K.. a» Dacca. 

Natan All Chowdhury, Mr. dyad. 

Hatham All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

dalan, Mr. I. D. 

daaah All Majumdar, Maulvl. 


AYES— 78, 


Khan, Mr. Dadandra Lall. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlihltha Nath. 

LaMri, Babu Athutaih. 

Ma i, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mr*. Hamaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Ohaudra. 

Maniruzxaman Itlimbadi, Maulana Md. 
Motkarjat, Dr. dyamaaratad. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Soliaman, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Mukharji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayau. 

Mukherjea, Mr. B. 

Mukharji. Dr. dharat Ohandra. 

Mulllck, drljut Athutaih. 

Muitafa All Dawan, Maulvl. 

Nandy, Maharaja dritchandra, af Otatimhasar. 
Natkar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pramanlk, Mr, Tarialaharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrlihna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran dankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 
danaullah, Dr. 
danyal, Dr. Nallnakiha. 

Sanyal, Mr. latanka dakhar. 
tan, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

San, dogath Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 

San -Qupta, Mri. Nallla. 
fhamiaddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Shamtuddln Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Shamtul Nuaa, Maulana. 

Sinha, Srijut Maniadra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Total Ahmad Ohaudhury, Maulvl Haji. 

Waiiur Rahman, Maulvl. m 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 9 


NOES — 110. 


iThwivi%“^ilnfh). 
m Vlkrampurf, Maulvl Md. 


Abdul Ail*, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hufti, Mr. Mina. 

Abdul Hukaam^ 

Abdul HaMm, L 
Abdul Hakim l - V iB 
Abdul Humid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid dhah. Maulvl. 

Abdul dabbur, Maulvl. 

Abdul Kurlm, Mr. 

Si wm-.. . 

Abdur Rubmuu, Khan Bahadur A. P. M. 
AM.r 

MOr ■«>»/ »• 

Smh ““ 

Abdua tbubaad, Mdrt»l Md. 

Abul rad. Mr.Md. 

Abul Haablm,MmHyl. 

Abul Haaate Abmad, Mr. 

Abut Mmd, Ka*L 


Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvl. 

Ahmad Hataia, Mr. 

Alfazuddia Ahmad, Khan Bubadar Maul vL 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Aulad H attain Khan, Khaa Bubadur Maulvl. 
Badi Ahmad Chaudhury.Kbua Bubadur Haji. 
Barman, Babu dhyama Pruaud. 

Bitwtt, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. datladra Nath. 

Cbakrabarty, Babu Naraudra Narayau. 
Oblppaadafa, Mr. 4. W. 

ClarLMr. I. A. 

Daa, Rai dafeib Aaukul Chandra. 

Daa, Rai dabib Kirtt Bhutan. 

Dat, Mr. Mtamtbaa. 

Data, Baba Dabaudra Rati. 

Emdadul I 


I Haqua, Kaxi. 

Park at Baaa Khaa am, Bagaai 
_ - i Bahadur 


Maalvl. 


Quadlr, Kbaa Bubadur 
ftabmaa, Mr. (Baaaa). 
Rahman, Mr. (Mymaai 
mmmM Mr. D., B.1.1. 

Qataa RabbauJ Abammad, MaatvL 
Baum, Mr. B. A. 


iiiagb). 
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**MUI|, Hi Hm'M, Hr. TuM 0htn«r». 
f ftmthl, Mr. 0. 

B«ruag, Mr. Damlar Singh. 

Hadiacdin Chaadhuri, Maulvt. 

Hamlduddln Ahmad, khan Sahib. 

Haaaauxxamaa, Khan Sahib Mauivi MS. 

Maalaa Marthas, Mrs.. M.B.C. 

H atom ally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvt. 

Hay wanS, Mr. Rtf art. 

Htadry, Mr. Davii. 

Kirtaaf, Mr. M. A. t H O.B.C. 

Haifa, Mr. H. R. 

ISrit Ahmai Mia, Mauivi. 

Sail aiaSS in Ahmai. Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 
Kabiraiiln Khan, khan Bahadur Mauivi. 

Katam All Mina, SahtbzaSa Kawan iah Syad. 
Kannady, Mr. I. fl. 

Kumar, Mr. Atal Chandra. 

MaBharaan, Mr. fi. f. 

MaBtuiiin Ahmai, Khan Sahib Mauivi (Tippara). 
Manial, Mr. AmritefLal. 

Mania!, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mania!, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Manial, (ha Hon’bla Mr. Jogandra Nath. 

Manial, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Manlruiiin Akhand, Mauivi. 

Maani All Khan Panni, AI-HadJ Mauivi. 
Mahammai All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mehlin All, Mr. Mi. 

Morgan, Mr. S., C.I.E. 

Matlam All Mollah, Mauivi M. 

Matammal Hug. Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Abdul Halim Mollah, Mr. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Mauivi. 


Mahammai (trail, Maulvt 

Muhammad tiddiquo, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syod. 

Makarlaa, tha Hon’bla Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

Mullick, Mr. Makunia Bahary. 

Mullick, tha Hon'bla Mr. Palin Bahary. 

Matharruft Hossaln, the Hon'bla Nawab, Khaa Babaiai 
Matarullah, Nawabiaia K. 

Nooruidln, Mr. K. 

Pain, tha Han’bla Mr. Baraia Pratanaa. 

Pa wall, Mr. 4. A. 

Raaaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Saiaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflrudiin Ahmad, HaJI. 

Sahabe-Alam, Mr. Syod. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhuaudaa. 

Sorajul Itlam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, tha Hon’bla Mr. KhwaJa, C.B.E. 
Shahadali, Mr. 

Sinrha, Babu Kthatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Smart, Mr. J. N. 

Smyth-Otbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’bla Mr. H. S. 

Tamixuddin Khan, tha Hon’bla Mr. 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. 

Walker, Mr. 4. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. f C.B.E. 

Whitehead. Mr. R. B. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Mauivi. 


The Ayefl being 78 and the Noes 1 1 G, the motion was lost. 

The motion of llai llarendra Nath iChiiudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 27,20,000 under the head “57 — -Miscellaneous’ ’ be reduced by Its. 100 
which was moved to raise a discussion about the inadequacy of the budget 
provision and the necessity of the appointment of a Committee of all 
parties in the Legislature to frame suitable rules tor the grant of proper 
allowances and family allowances to the prisoners and detenus and their 
families was then put and a division taken with the following result: 


(AYES — 76.) 


Abdul Halil, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul dabbar Palwan, Mr Md. 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Mymansingh). 

Abdul Wahad, Mauivi. 

Abdur Raiiak, Mauivi. 

Abu HaMala Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Abmad All Enayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ailmuidla Ahmad, Mr. 

Aibar All, Mauivi. 

Badruddaja, Mr. Sytd. 

Baaarlaa. Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banarjl, Mr. P. 

Barat All. Mr Md. 

•arma, Mr. PuspaJIt. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Baaa, Mr. saataah Kumar. 

•hawmlh, Dr. Boblada Ohafdra. 

Bltwaa, Bahu Ukihml Narayan. 

•buttauadhyay. Mr. Harlpada. 

Bhaudhurt, Rif Harandra Nath. 

Dai. Bahu Radhanath. 

Daa Bupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dm Bupta, trijat Nartndra Nath. 

DuMa, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Dalai. Mr. Naraadra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. takamar. 

Dutta Bupta, Miu Mira. 

Kdhar, Mr. Uaandranntk. 

Fallal Haq, Mr. A. K. 

Shiah, Mr. Atu! Krishna. 

SlMuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Balam Sarwar Hotalnl, Mr. shah Syad. 

Bupta, Mr. dogath Chandra. 

ByMaddla Ahmad Chaudhary. AlhadJ. 
Mabtbullah. Nawab Bahadur K., af Dace a. 

Naaaa AN Bhuwdhurg, Mr. syad. 

NMhMB AM Khaa, r 
data*, Mr. I. B. 


, Khan Bahadur Maulvt. 


Jonab Ali Majumdar, Mauivi. 

Khan, Mr. Dabendra Lall. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishithanath. 

Labiri, Babu Ashutosh. 

Mali, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandai, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maniruzxaman IsJamabadi, Maulana Md. 
MookerJee, Or. syamaprasad. 

Muhammad AfxaJ. Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi. 

Muhammad bolaiman, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Mukerji, Mr. Dhlrandra Narayan. 

Mukharfee, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Aihutoth. 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Mauivi. 

Nasker, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L 
Roy, Mr. Cbaru Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriahna. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 
fanaaHah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sakhar. 

San, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Sen, dag ash Chandra. Rai Bahadur. 

8tn-8upta, Mrs. Neills. 

Shamstddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Shamshddln Ahmad Khoadkar, Mr. 

Shamaul Hu da. Maulana. 

Siaba, trijat Manindra Bhutan. 

Sar, Mr. Haraadra Kumar. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


(NOES — 115.) 


Abdul Hnkaai 
AMil Hakim, 


i, Mr. Mlrta. 

•tssm 
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-__J WiW kkM, Khu B*kai«r. 

AM Br Rakourt, kkaa Bakaiar A. F. M. 

AMer RbnBM Makataai, Mr. 

AMir Raakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

AMw Rail. Kina Bakaiar Maalvi fi. (Hawrak). 
AMar Raaf, kkaa Bakaiar lhak (Raanarl. 
Akiat tkakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

AMI rati. Mr. Mi. 


AMI Masala Akaiai, Mr. 
AMI Maaai, kail. 

AMI Oita*. Maalvi. 
Akaiaa An Mrtika, Maalvi. 


Altaaaiila Akaui, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Amir AU Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aalai Naaaaia kkaa, kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Mail AkBMi Okaaikury, kkaa Bakaiar Naji. 
Baraiaa, BaM Skyaaia Praaai. 

Biswas, Mr. Railk Lal. 

Okakrakarty, Mr. iatlaira Natk. 

Okakrakarty, Baka Baraaira Narayaa. 
Bklpaaaiala, Mr. 4. W. 

Mark. Mr. I. A. 

Dm, Ral taklk Aaakal Okaaira. 

Das, Ral taklk klrtt BMtaa. 

Dm, Mr. Maamakaa. 

Dass, Baka Dtkanira Natk. 

CaMaial Naaav, kail. 

Farkat Baaa kkaaaai , Bacaai. 

Fallal Oaaiir, kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 

FMtar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

FMlar Rakaiaa, Mr. (Mymtaslafk). 

•laiiiag, Mr. D.. C.IX. 

Bahua Rakkaai Akaiawai, Maalvi. 

Baam, Mr. R. A. 

•vaar aatf, tka Hca’kl* Mr. Talti Okaaira. 
Orta ftks. Mr. 0. 

Daraaf , Mr. Daaikar tlayk. 

HaBasMIa Okavikrl, Maalvi. 

Naailiaiila Akiaai, kkaa takifc. 
Naaaaanaaiaa, kkaa taklk Maalvi Mi. 
HaMaa Manfcai, Bn.. M.BJE. 

NatoaiaUy iaaiaiar, kkaa taklk Maalvi. 
Haywaai, Mr. Ratsrs. 

Maairy, Mr. Davie. 

Nlrtaaf, Mr. M. A. F., OJLE. 

Naifk, Mr. N. R. 

lirta Akaiai Mia, Maalvi. 

iaalaiaiila Akmai, kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 


kMIraiiia kkaa, kkaa BaMar 

kara AN Mina. laMkaaiaRma 4ak kyat 
kaaaaiy, Mr. I.B. 
kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

McPkcroa, Mr. B. F. 

Mainiiia Akaiai, kkaa taklk Maalvi (TllMtra). 
Maaial, Mr. Aairlta Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Baafca Btkart. 

Maaial, Mr. iatat Okaaira. 

Maaial, tka Naa'kla Mr. iafaaira Natk. 
Maatraiita Akaai, Maalvi? 

Maaai All kkaa Fatal, AI-NaiJ 
Makaaiaui AU, kkaa Bakaiar. 

Makala All, Mr. Mi. 

"Wm"'' 3 '* 9 ' 14 ' 


•Ui'! Maalvi M. 


» All 

Maaaaiaial Nat, Maatv, M . 

Mvkaanaai AMal NaHai Mattak, Mr. 
Makaaiaiai lakaaaa. MaahrL 
Makaaiaiai laraU, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiai & MIN us, kkaa Bakaiar Dr.tyti. 
Maktriaa, tka Naa'kla Mr. Tarakaatk, M. k B. 
Munich, Mr. Mafcaaia Bakary. 

Maffick, tka Naa'kla Mr. Falla Bakary. 
Maikamit Naaaaia, tka Naa'kla Navak, kkaa 


Naaarvllak, Nawakaaia k. 

Naarviila, Mr. k. 

Fala, tka Naa'kla Mr. Baraia Fraaaaaau 
Pawcil, Mr 4. A. 

Rataur Rakaiaa kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dkaaaa|ay. 
taaarviila Akaiai, Mr. 
lairvMla Akaiai, NaiL 
tabaka-Alaai, Mr. iyctT 
tallai, Mr. t. A. 
itrkcr, Baka Maikaaaiaa. 
larajal lalaia, Mr. 

Ikakakaiila, tka Naa'kla Mr. kkwaja, O.B.I. 

•kakaiail, Mr. 

tlacka, Baka kikatra Natk. 

tlriar, Baka Utta Music. 

laiart, Mr. 4. N. 

Inytk-Oakaaraa, Mr. D. B. 

I tart, Mr. A. F. 

lakrawariy, tka Naa'kla Mr. N, I. 

Taailsviila kkaa, tka Naa'kla Mr. 

Tkaraiaa. Mr. 0. M. 

Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M„ 0. B. K. 

WkMahaai, Mr. R. B. 

WsrVtwsrth, Mr. W. 0., 0. 1. 1. 

Vasal All Okaaikury, Mr. 

Zlltor Rakaiaa tkak Okaaikury, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 76 and the Noes 115, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra Ooswami that a sum of 
R8. 27,20,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellane- 
ous”, was then put and agreed to. 


47 — M iscel laneous Departments. 

The motion of Mr. B. Mukherjee that the demand of Rs. 5,58,000 for 
expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. B. Mukherjee that the demand of Rs. 5,58,000 for 
expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 5,58,000 
for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon hie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum af 
Rs. 5,58,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “47— Miscellaneous 
Departments”, was then put and agreed to. 

11— RBgMratimt. 

The HOfl’bte Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 23,87,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration”. 

The motion war then put and agreed to. 
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Loom and Advances. 

tfte Hen'We Mr. Til 4.8 1 CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, on the noato- 
meqdati^n o{ His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Es.' 1,50,97,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “Loans and 
Advances bearing interest’ ’ , t* 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

, 88 — Stationary and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund 
* Government Presses. 

The Han’Me Mr. TUL8I CHAKDRA C08WAMI: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, J beg to move that a sum of 
B*. . $1,01,400 be granted for expendituie under the head “56 — Stationery 
and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — Government Press©*” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

36~r8eientiflo Departments. 

Tilt Hen’blC Mr. TAMiZUDDIN KHAN* Sir, on the recommendation of 

His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 30,100 be 
granted for expenditure under the head ‘ ‘36— Scientific Departments”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

9 — 8 tamps. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Be. 7,09,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

38^Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation cjf 
His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,65,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “30— Ports and Pilotage”. 

« 0 r ,The motion was then j^ut and agreed to.v 

Interest-Free Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
8,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Interest-Free 
Advances”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

’*f§--4uparaitiiuation allowances and pensions”, “55A— Commutations of 
ponsions flnansod from ordinary revonuss”, and “83 — Payment of 
oommuted value of ponsions not charged to revenue.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL3I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 83,86,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads ”55 — Super- 
annuation allowances and pensions”, “55 A — Commutations of pensions 
financed from ordinary revenues” and “88— Payment of commuted value 
of pensions”. T 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at 6-35 p.m. till 10 a.m. on 
the 1st of April/ 1844, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
|KSiMWEMHSSia*400 ^ 
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[(Q.) Stands for question.] 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana 

Demand for Grants — 

37 — Education — General p. 32. 


Abdur R«uf, Khan Bahadur Bhah 

Demand for Grants— 7 — Land Reve- 
nue : pp. 284-85. 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvi 


Demand for Grants — 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 288-89. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. 

Promotion in the Finance Department 
and olaimK of the Muslims (Q.) 
p. 47. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi 

Number of appointments in the Ali- 
pore Colleetorate : (Q.) p. 46. 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Demand for GrantB — 17 — Miscellaneous 
Departments: pp. 628-30. 

Abdul Waned, Maulvi 


Demand for Grants — ..... 

40 — Agriculture : pp. 488-89, 49.1-94. 

42 — Cooperation : p. 82. 

37— Education— General : p. 5W. 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India : 
pp. 394-95. 

54 — Famine : pp. 569-70. 

43 — Industries — Industries : P. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 272-7o. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties 

sAbf Health: op. 465^6, 473-74 
Proposed supply of certain ««en^ 
commodities to members of Benga 
Legislative Assembly . (Q ) P- 4M - 

Abdur Rahman Biddiqi, Mr. 


Demand for Grants— T„«ti<e 

27 — Administration of 

63— Extraordinary charges: pp. 407- 
408 

28 — Jails and Convict Settlements 

p. 33/. 1 1 1 i *4 

8 — Provincial Excise: PP« 1“:™* 
Point of order as regards onaciple ot 

draining: p- 289. 


Abdur Razzak, Maulvi 

Demand for Grants — 

37 — Education — General : pp. 25-29. 
10 — Forest : p. 102. 

25 — General Administration — Gene- 

ral Administration : pp. 168-59. 

Abaano# 

Of number-plates in some military 
motor vehicles : (Q.) p. 92. 

Abu Hosts in Sarkar, Maulvi 

Numbor of deaths from starvation in 
Rangpur district : (Q.) p. 6. 

Number of sale deeds registered in 
Rangpur : (Q.) p. 441. 

Prohibition of manufacture of gur in 
certain places of North Bengal : 
4Q.) p. 48. 

Requisition of paddy and rice by 
Government under Defence of India 
Rules: (Q.) p. 4, 

Abut Hoaaln Ahmad, Mr. 

Demand for Grants— 29 — Police : 
pp. 325-28. 

Retail distribution of kerosene in 
Netrnkonn : (Q.) p. 615. 


Fire — in Down Dacca Mail : (Q.> 

p. 126. 

Altmed Alt Mrtdha, Maulvi 

Demand for Grants— 

43 — Industrie* — Industries : pp. 246- 
47. 

XVII — Irrigation, etc.: pp. 64243. 

7 — Land Revenue : pp. 282433. 

Ahmad Hossatn, Mr. 

Demand for Grants — 

28— Jails and Convict Settlement* : 
p. 339. 

38— Medical : pp. 4534>4. 


Gratis. 
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Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syed 

Demand for grants — 54 — Famine : 
pp. 584-85. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 

Alleged prosecution of certain Mus- 
lims in Tamluk subdivision : (Q.) 

p. 172. 

Alleged caning of a chaukida# by 
Additional Relief Officer of Bhag- 
wanpur: (Q.) p. 9. 

Alleged dearth of small ooins 

In stations of Bengal and Assam Rail- 
way: (Q.) p. 441. 

Alleged prosecution 

Of certain Muslims in Tamluk sub- 
division: (Q.) p. 172. 

Alleged supply of kerosene 

By Vice-President of Senhati Union 
Board: (Q.) pp. 562-63. 

Applications 

For leave of absence: pp. 17-18. 

Appointments 

In the Alipore Oollectorate, Number 
of — : (Q.) p. 46. 

Arrangement 

For teaching of Urdu in colleges oi 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 443. 

Arrest 

And release of Babu Clour Chandra 
Saha: (Q.) p. 170. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 

Maulvi 

Expenditure incurred annually for 
maintaining additional Assistant 
Registrars of Co-operative Societies : 
<Q.) P- 355. 

Grant of Government subsidy to 
Central Cooperative Banks. (Q.) 
p. 227. 

Payment of determination fees by Co- 
operative Societies under section 18 
or Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act: (Q.) p. 228. 

Supply of ration at concession rates 
to gazetted officers drawing btdow 
Rs. 300: (Q.) pp. 270-71. 

Athar Ali, Maulvi 

Demand for Grants — 27 — Administra- 
tion of Justice: pp. 54-55. 

Lands acquired for the purpose of 
using as a public park m Pabna: 
(Q.) pp. m-m. 

Badi Ahmad Choudhury, Khan Bahadur 
Mali 

Demand for Grants — 

40— Agriculture : pp. 496-97. 

50 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil 
Works not charged to t evenue : 
p. 656. 

10— Forest: pp. 100-101. 

25 — General Administration — Gene- 
ral Administration : pp. 163-64. 


B^dMMunad OMbiry, Khan Bakadar 

XVII— Irrigation, etc.: pp. 541-42. 
7 — Land Revenue: pp. 27&81. 

38 — Medical: pp. 450-51. 

5— Salt: p. 618. 

Muslim prayer room in the Court 
building of Chittagong: (Q.) p. 52. 

Bailing out 

Polluted water from tanks in saline 
affected areas of Midnapore and 
supply of sweet water: (Q.) p. 221. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India • 
pp. 385-87. 

25— General Administration : 

pp. 195-97. 

5 — Salt : pp. 616-18. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

85 — Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war, 
19.39: pp. 435-37. 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India • 
pp. 383-85. 

22— Interest on debt and other obli- 
gations: pp. 294-96. 

Banerlee, Mr. Bibnath 

Compensation paid to victims oi 
enemy bombing: (Q.) p. 177. 
Contribution by security prisoners «1 
the Presidency Jail for the desti- 
tute: (Q.) pp. 351-52. 

Co-operative stores for distribution oi 
ration and procurement of amun 
crop: (Q.) p. 222. 

Curtailment oi certain privileges oi 
security prisoners. (Q.) p. 400. 

Barma, The Hon’ble Mr. Premhari 

Demand tor Grants— 

10— Forest : pp. 98, 102-105. 

43 — Industries— Cinchona : pp. 261, 

266-67. 

H — Provincial Excise pp. 105-108, 
110. 

Barman, Mr. Upend** Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India: 
pp. 36263. 

25 — General Administration : 
pp. 197-98. 

41 — Veterinary : p. 517. 

Basis 

Of declaring a district as surplus 
one: (Q.) p. 1. 

Baau, Mr. 8antosh Kumar 

Demand for Grant-— 63 — Extraordinary 
charges: pp. 408-10. 

Bengal Go vemment Press 

Promotion in the: (Q.) p, 97. 

Bhowmik, Dr. Qobinda Chandra 

Alleged caning of a chaukidar by 
Additional Relief Officer of Bhag- 
wanpur: (Q.) p. 9. 
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■fctVMik, Dr. Gabinda Chandra— concld. 

Demand for Grants — 

25— General Administration — Gene- 

ral Administration : pp. 167-68. 

43 — Industries — Cinchona : p. 261. 

7 — Land Revenue: p. 287. 

29 — Police: p. 325. 

41 — Veterinary : p. 517. 

Blrkmyrs, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Demand for Grant — 25 — General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 

tion : pp. 151-52. 

Bombing 

In Feni : (Q.) pp. 344-47. 

Calcutta Pofioe 

Promotion in — : (Q.) pp. 523-24. 

Campbell Medical School 

Closing of — nine die in November. 
1943 (Q.) pp. 302-307. 

Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada 

Demand lor Grants — 

28 — Jails and Convict Settlements 
pp. 337-38 

29 — Police pp 318-20. 

Chaudhun, Rai Harendra Nath 

Demand tor Grants — 

40 — Agriculture pp. 497-500. 

63 — Extraordinary charge*. m India 
pp 364-66. 

.54 — Famine pp. 574-76. 

25 — General Administration 

pp 187-90. 

57 — Miscellaneous pp 622-23 

8 — Provincial Excise pp. 108-11 

Number ot jH'rsons tru'd and convict- 
ed under Special Courts Ordinance 
(No. II ot 1942). (Q.) p 347. 

Ordinance II of 1942 and appeal ol 
Bengal Government to Privj Coun- 
cil: (Q.) p. 10. 

Removal ot destitutes by the khuk- 
sars . (Q.) p. 129. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Demand for Grants — 

40 — Agriculture : pp. 509-10. 

Clocing 

Of Campbell Medical School mih’ dir 
in November, 1943. (Q.) pp. 302- 

3(17. 

Of the southern road to the Legisla- 
tive Building. Discussion about — . 
pp. 565-66. 

Collection of vital statistics 

Government department responsible 
for — of Bengal. (Q.) pp. 560-61 . 

Combating 

Malaria bv anti-pistia operation , (Q.) 
pp. 353-55. 

Compensation 

Paid to victims of enemy bombing . 

<Q.) P- X77. 


Complaints 

Against persons conducting searches 
in ('nnnectioti with anti-hoarding 
drive: (Q.) pp. 15-16. 

Condition 

Of people of saline-affected area* ot 
Contai and Tainluk subdivisions: 

(0.) p. 16. 

Confiscation 

Of paddy by Government. Rule* 
for—: (Q.) p. 8. 

Contribution 

By security prisoners of the Presiden- 
cy Jail for the destitute: (Q.) 

' pp. .*151-53. 

Control shops 

Prayer for opening — at every village 
of Cbandibarpur Union: (Q.) 
p. 487. 

Cooperative stores 

For distribution of rution and pro- 
curement ol (ilium crop : (Q.) 

p. 222. 

Cost 

Of construction of evacuees’ shelters 
in Hoogldy district: (Q.) pp. 311- 

15 . 

Crowding 

, Ol lobbies by visitors. Point raised 
by Mr. Sasanka Kekhur flanyal : 
p. 364. 

Cultivable waste lands in Bengali (Q.) 

p. 442. 

Curtailment 

Of certain privileges of security pri- 
soners : (Q.) p. 400. 

Cut motion 

Point ol order regarding putting ol 
a—, pp. 424-26. 

Damaged foodstuffs 

Sold by Government. (Q.) p. 7. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan 

Recruitment of Lawyer-Magistrate: 
<Q.) p. 90. 

Das, Babu Radhanath 

Demand for Grants — 

54 — Famine: pn. 576-78. 

25 — Genera I A d m i n istra lion — Gene* 

rai Administration : pp. 152-53. 

4.3 — Industries — Industries: p. 254. 
28 — Jails and Convict Settlements: 
pp. 334-36. 

38-— Medical : pp. 452-53. 

Selling of rice in Hoogbly-Chinsura 
Municipal area: (Q.) p. 4. 

Daa Gupta, Gaby Khegendra Nath 

Prospects of Jailors; (Q.) p. 52- 
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Dm Gupta, 8J. Narendra Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

37 — Education — General : pp. 31-42. 
54 — Famine: pp. 567-69. 

25— General Administration : 

pp. 193-95. 

7 — Land Revenue* : pp. 281-82. 

29 — Police : pp, 321-22. 

Issue of ration cards to peopD oi 
Bhola : (Q.) p. 94. 

Petition for settlement of certain 
kheu nuihul lands in Barisal : (G.) 

p. 615. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath 

Demand for Grants — 

50— Civil Works and HI — <^ivil 

Works not chargtxl to revenue . 
pp. 556-57. 

37 — Education — General : pp. 19-22. 
63 — Extraordinary charges in India : 

pp. 357-60. 

54 — Famine: p. 585. 

25 — General Administration — Gene- 

ral Administration pp. 140-44. 

XVU — Irrigation, etc.: pp. 538-39. 

7 — Land Revenue : p. 288. 

38 — Medical . p. 451. 

57 — Miscellaneous : pp. 620-22. 


Demand for Grants 

38 — Medical : pp. 445-65. 

57— Miscellaneous : pp. 620-24. 

47 — Miscellaneous Departments : 

pp. 624-32. 

13— Other Taxes and Duties: pp. 1 18- 
25. 

29 — Police : pp. 316-30. 

30 — Ports and Pilotage: p. 636. 

8 — Provincial Excise : pp. 105-16. 

39— Public Health: pp. 46581, 482. 

11 — Registration: p. 635. 

.5— Halt: pp. 616-20. 

36 — Scientific Departments: p. 636. 

9~-Stamps : p. 636. 

*36 — Stationery and Printing and De- 
preciation Reserve Fund— Govern- 
ment Presses : p. 636. 

35 — Superannuation allowances and 
Pensions, 55A— Commutation of pen- 
sions financed from ordinary reve- 
nues aud 83 — -Payment of commuted 
value of pensions not charged to 
revenue: p. 636. 

41 — Veterinary: pp. 517-20. 

Depletion 

OI cattle resources in Bengal and Gov- 
ernment measures for protection : 

(Q.) pp. mil. 


Death(s) 

Due to starvation in Bakarganj (O ) 
p. 134. 

Due to starvation in Jcssorc : (O.) 

p. 46. V 

Of a security prisoner in Berhampore 
Special Jail. (Q.) pp. 52527. 

Demand for Grants 

27— Administration of Justice: pp. 54- 

40 — Agriculture: pp. 488-517. 

85— Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war. 
1939: pp. 430-40. 

50— Civil Works and 81 — Civil Works 
not charged to Revenue- pp. 553-59. 

42 — Co-operation : pp. 6985. 

37— Education— Anglo-Indian and 
European : p. 44. 

37— Education— General : pp. 1944. 

63 — Extraordinary Charges in India • 
pp. 356-99. 

63— ^Extraordinary Charges pp. 406- 

54— Famine • pp. 566-600. 

19— ForeBt: pp. 98-105, 116. 

25-General Administration — General 
Administration: pp. 140-68 and 
183-217. 

25— Genera I A dm i n ist ra t ion— De bt 

Conciliation : pp. 85HK. 

43 — Industries — Cinchona: pp. 261-67 
4*^l«du8tnes — Industries: pp. 230- 

Interest-free advances: p. 536. 

22 — Interest on Debt and other obli* 
gations. pp. 293.% 1. 

( 11— Irrigation, etc. : pp. 5295,3. 

28 — Jails and Convict Settlements 
„ PP- 38942. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp, 272-93. 

Lo»iu and Advapoee : p, $36, 


Deputy Labour Commissioner: (Q.) 

p. 485. 

Deputy Speaker, Mr.: (Mr. 8yed Jalah 
uddin Hashemy) 

Observation on Demand for Grants — 
22 — Interest on Debt and other 
obligations, pp. 295, 296, 299. 300 
Observations and ruling on point ot 
order raised by Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Hiddiqi . p. 289. 

Observations and rulings on point of 
order raised by Dr. NaJinaksha 
Sanya I . p. 290. 

Destitutes 

Removal ot — by the khaksars : (O.) 

p. 129. 

Distribution 

Of standard cloth . (Q.) p. 13. 

District Magistrate 

And Additional District Magistrate ot 
Bakarganj : (Q.) p. 169. 

Division(s) 

63 — Extraordinary charges — 

On the cut motion of Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta: pp. 427-28. 

54 — Famine — 

On the motion of Mr. Kamal 
Krishna Ray : pp. 597-98. 

On the motion of Sj. Narendra Nath 
Das Gupta : pp. 598-600. 

25 — General Administration — 

On Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta’s cut 
motion: pp. 212-13. 

On Maulvi Abdur Raxsak's out 
motion: pp. 21516. 

57 — Miscellaneous — 

On the motion of Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta: pp. 63534. 

On the motion of Rai Harendra 
Netb Cfoftudhuri: pp. 634-35 
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DMMM(t) —concld. 

8 — Provincial Excise — 

On the motion of Maulvi Waliur Rah* 
Rahman: pp. 116-18. 

Dptui, Mr. Harendra Nath 

Demand for Grants — XVJl — Irriga- 

tion, etc. : pp. 536-37. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar 

Cost of construction of evacuee's’ shel- 
ters in Hooghlv district- (Q.) 
p. 311. 

Demand for Grants — 

42 — Cooperation : pp. 76-77. 

43 — Industries — Industries: pp 252- 
53. 

Dutta-Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 

Voluntary suffering undergone by 
certain security prisoners ot Presi- 
dency Jail . (Q.) p. 401. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendra Nath 

Deaths due to starvation m Bakarganj : 
(Q.) P- 134. 

District Magistrate and Additional Dis- 
trict Magistrate of Bakarganj. (Q.) 
p. 169. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges: pp. 414-16. 
Promotion in Calcutta Police: (Q.) p. 
523. , t 

Recruitment of Sub- Inspectors, Cal- 
cutta Police (Q.) p. 351. 

Enquiry 

Into pending questions: p. 272. 
Regarding hunger-strike in Rajshahi 
Jail: p. 616. 

Etaantial oommoditiM 

Proposed supply of certain — to mem- 
bers of Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
(Q-) P- 483. 

Expenditure 

Incurred annually for maintaining addi- 
tional Assistant Registrars of Co- 
operative Societies: (Q ) PP- 355-56. 

Family ailowanoa 

Grant of— to Babu Prafulla Chandra 
Ghosh: (Q.) p- 403. 

FAzlut Quadtr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Demand for Grants— 

68— -Extraordinary charges in India: 
pp. 391-93. 

43— -Industries — Industries: pp. 251-52 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Application for leave of abaeooa: p. 18. 
Fira 

Accident .-in Down Dacca Mail : (Q.) 

p. 196. 


Food artktfat 

Non-availability of certain — from the 
market in rabna district after con- 
trol: (Q.) p. 488, 

Food Oommittaea : (Q.) p. 404 

Foodstuff* 

Supplied to restaurants, caf6§ and 
hotels in Chittagong town: (Q.) p. 


Oho**, Mr. Atul Kiiahna 

Deaths due to starvation in Jeaaore: 

tQ.) P. 46. 

Demand for Grants — 

XVII — Irrigation, etc., pp. 535-36. 
29 — Police : p. 323. 

Opening of controlled shop and supply 
ot ^mddy in Jeaaore district: (0) 

Ghoah, Babu Prafulla Chandra 

Grant of familv allowance to — : (Q.) 

p. 403. 


Giaauddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Demand for Grants — 


37 - Education — General : pp. 24-25. 
25— Genera 1 A dim n i s t ration — General 
Administration, pp. 147-48, 190. 

43 Industries — Industries: pp. 237 - 
38. 

28 — .Tails and Convict Settlements ; 
p. 330. 

29 Police, pp. 322-23. 


Oolam 8arwar Hotafnl, Mr. Bhah Byad 

Demand for Grunts-- 

46 — Agriculture. pp. 610-1.'. 

37— Education —General : pp, 29-31 . 
6.3 — Extraordinary charges in India : 
pp. 389-91 

54 — Famine: pp. 582-83. 

XVII— Irrigation, etc.: up. 516-46 

7— Land Revenue: pp. 283-84, 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties: p. 123. 

8 — Provincial Excise : pp. 114-15. 

39 — Public Health: pp. 477-78. 

Goewaml, the Hon'Me Mr. Tula! Chandra t 

Demand for Grants — 

Interest-free Advances; p. 636. 

22 — Interest on Debt and other obli- 
gations. pp. 293, 296, 300-301 . 
Jxmns and advances : j>. 030. 

57 — Miscellaneous: p. 620. 

56 — Stationery ana Printing and 
Depreciation Reserve Fund-— Gov- 
ernment Presses: p. 636. 

55 Superannuation allowances and 
pensions, 55-A — Commutations of 
liensions financed from ordinary 
revenues, and 83 — Payment of 
commuted value of pensions not 
charged to revenue: p. 686. 

Presentation of Authenticated Supple- 
mentary Schedules of Expenditure: 
p. 19. 

Promotion in the Bengal Government 
Press: <<*.) p. 98. 

Promotion in the Finance Department 
and claims of the MEuslima: (Q.) 
p. 47. 
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Retirement or death of Lino Operators, 
in the Bengal Government Press: 
<Q.) p. 10. 

Shortage of small coins: (Q.) p. 89. 
Supply of ration at concession rates to 
r gazetted officers drawing below 
Jta. 300: (Q.) pp. 271-72. 

Wood purchased for Carpentry Sedtion 
of Bengal Government Press: (Q.) 
p. 97. 

Qovarnmant 

Department responsible for collection 
of vital statistics of Bengal: (Q.) 

pp. 660*61. 

Grant for construction of Maternity 
Home at Senhati, Khulna: (Q.) pp. 
348-49. 

Grant 

Of Government subsidy to Central Co- 
operative Bapks : (Q.) p. 227. 

Qrifllths, Mr. 0. 

Status of Legislative, Bengal Council 
and Assembly Departments: (Q.) 
p. 343. 

Q«pt«, Mr. J. N. 

Alleged supply of kerosene by Vice- 
President of Senhati Union Board : 
„ (Q.) P- 562. 

Government grant for construction of 
Maternity Home at Senhati, Khulna : 
(Q.) pp. 348-49. 

Supply of kerosene oil, atta and sugar 
at Senhati, Khulna: (Q.) p. 563. 
Gupta, Mr. jogesh Chandra 

Demand for Grants — 

46— Agriculture : pp. 496-91. 

03 — Extraordinary charges in India: 
pp. 393-94. 

64-— Famine : pp. 573-74. 

43 — Industries — Industries: pp. 233- 


Gyaauddln Ahmad Chaudhury, AlhadJ 

Demand for Grants — 

68*— -Extraordinary charges in India: 
p. 372. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Demand for Grant — 

39 — Public Health : pp. 474-76. 

Hlrtzol, Mr. M. A. F. 

Demand for Grant(s) — 

46— Agriculture : pp. 502-504. 

XVII— Irrigation, etc. : pp. .543-45. 

Mufutr-ttrika 

By female security prisoners detained 
m Dmajpur Jail ; (Q.) p. 223. 

Haflfcem All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 

Distribution of standard cloth: (Q.) 

|K IS. 

I Grit Ahmad Mia, Maulvl 

Demand for Grants — 

27 — Administration of Justice* .no 

«M0. 

M— Agriculture : pp. 511-12. 


I taut 

Of ration cards to people of Bhola : 
(Q.) p. 94. 

Jailors 

Prospects of—: (Q.) p. 52. 

Jalaluddln Ahmad, tho Hon 'We Khan 
Bahaudr Maulvl 

Closing of Campbell Medical School 
sine die in November, 1943: (Q.) 

pp. 302-303. 

Combating malaria by anti-pistia opera- 
tion: (Q.) pp. 353-54. 

Demand for Grants — 

38— Medical : pp. 445, 459-64, 481-82. 

39— Public Health : pp. 465, 478, 479- 
81. 

Government grant for construction of 
Maternity Home at Senhati, Khulna: 
(Q.) p. 349. 

JHan, Mr. I. 0. 

Demand for Grant — 63 — Extraordinary 
Charges pp. 410-14. 

Jatimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 

Maintenance of embankments of tidal 
rivers in Ktindarbans area of 24-Par- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 601. 

Judgment 

Of Hon’ble High Court and proposed 
legislation for amendment of law on 
the subject. (Q.) pp. 528-29. 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Culti viable waste lands in Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 442. 

Demand for Grants — 63 — Extraordinary 
charges in India : pp. 387-89. 

Kerosene 

Detail distribution of — in Netrakona* 
(Q.) p. 615. 

Khaa Mahal lands 

Petition for settlement of certain — in 
Barisal: (Q.) pp. 615-16. 

Kundu, Mr. NisWtha Nath 

Demand tor Grants — 

85— Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war, 
1939: pp. 432-34. 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India: 
pp. 378-79. 

51— Famine : pp. 585-86. 

25 — General Administration — General 
Administration : pp. 164-65. 

28— .Tails and Convict Settlements* 
pp. 330-34. 

Enquiry into pending questions : p. 272. 
Enquiry regarding hunger-strike in 
Kajshabi Jail : p. 616. 

On point of order regarding putting of 
a out motion? p. 425. 

Realisation of subscription for relief 
fund in Thakurgaon, Dina j pur dis- 
trict: (Q.) PP . 92-93. w 
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Demand for Grants — 

40 — Agriculture: pp. 492-93. 

25— General Administration — General 
Administration: pp. 148-61. 

39 — Public Health: pp. 489-70. 
Judgment of Hon’ble High Court and 
proposed legislation for amendment 
of law on the subject: (Q.) p. 628. 
Price of rice in Calcutta, Dmajpur 
apd Chandpur on certain dates: (Q.) 
p. 3. 

Lands 

Acquired for the purpose of using as 
a public park in Pabna: (Q.) pp. 
603-06. 

Lawyer-Magistrate 

Recruitment of — : (Q.) p. 90. 

Legislative, Bengal Council and Asstmbly 
Departments 

Status of — : (Q.) pp. 343-44. 

Lino operators 

In the Bengal Government Press. 
Retirement or death of — : (Q.) p 

9. » 

Maopherson, Mr. Q. P. 

Demand for Grants — 43 — Industries— 
Cinchona . pp. 262-64. ' 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, Uday 
Chand, of Burdwan 

Demand for grant— XVII— Irrigation, 
etc.: pp. 529-31. 

Maintenance 

01 embankments of “tidal rivers in 
SundarbaiiH urea of 24-PMrganas : 
(Q.) pp. 601-03. 

Maji, Mr. , Adwalta Kumar 

Demand lor Grants — 

50— Civil works and 81— Civil works 
not charged to revenue: p. 555. 

42 — Co-operation : pp. 77-78. 

43 — Industries— Industries: pp. 234- 
36. 

XVII — Irrigation, etc. : pp. 533-34. 
39— Public Health: pp. 4/0-71. 
Unpaid apprentices in the offioe of Ad- 
ministrator-General and Official 
Trustee: (Q.) pp. 504-65. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemoprova 
Demand for Grants — 28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements : pp. 338-39. 
Majumdar, (Mr. dnanendra Chandra 
Petitions for grant of family allowance 
from certain security prisoners: (Q.) 
p. 521. 

Mai, Mr. iswar Chandra 

Bailing out polluted water from tanks 
in saline affected areas of Midnapore 
and supply of sweet water: (Q.J p. 
221. 

Condition of people of saline-affected 
areas of Contai and Tamlnk sub- 
divisions : (Q.) p. 16. 

Opening of relief Efchens by Govern- 
ment for relief of distressed 'people: 
(Q.) p. 218. .. - 


Malaria 

Combating — by anti-pistia o pe r a tio ns: 
(Q.) pp. 353*65. 

Magdal, Mr. Writ Ohandr* 

Promotion in the Bengali Government 
Press: (Q.) p. 97. * , 

Wood purchased for Carpentry Section 
of Bengal Government Press: (Q.) 
p. 97. 

Mandal, The Hon* bis Mr. Jogsndra Nath 

Co-operative stores for diitributioa of 
ration and procurement of aman 
crop: (Q.) p. 222. 

Demand for Grants — 

42— Co-operation : pp. 69, 70, 71-72, 
82-85. 

25 — General Administration — Debt 

Conciliation: pp. 85, 87-88. 
Expenditure incurred annually for 
maintaining additional Assistant 
Registrars of Co-operative Societies: 
(Q.) P. 356. 

Grant of Government subsidy to Central 
Co-operative Banks: <Q.j p. 227.. 
Payment of determination fees by Co- 
operative Societies under section 18 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act: (Q.) p. 229. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prssadi 

Repair of Midnapore Collegiate School 
buildings: (Q.) p. 664. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad), Maulana Mtf. 

Alleged dearth of small coins in stations- 
of Bengal and Assam Railway: (Q.) 
p. 441. 

Non-availability of tickets at some rail- 
way stations of Bengal and Assam 
Railway: (Q.) p. 402. 

Rules for confiscation of paddy by Gov- 
ernment: (Q.) p. 8. 

.Shortage of small coins : (Q.) p. 89. 

Shortage of small coins in post-offices: 

(Q.) p. 218. 

Manufaoturs 

Of Qur in certain places of North 
Bengal. Prohibition of — : (Q.) p, 48. 

Maqbul Hoaain, Mr. 

Demand for 'Grants — 

85 — Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with the war, 
1939: pp. 431-32. 

50— Civil Works and 81— Civil Works 
not charged to revenue: pp. 655-56. 
63 — Extraordinary charges in India: 
pp. 366-68. 

XV U — Irrigation, etc. : p. 688. 

13— Other Taxes and Duties: pp. 118- 

20 . 

39— Public Health: pp. 406-67. 
Profiteering made bv sugar and kero- 
sene oil permit-holders in Mulagram 
Union of Tippera: (Q.) p. 5. 

Maternity Hems 

Government, grant for construction of 
—at Senhati, Khulna: (Q.) pp. 848- 

49. 
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Maxumdar, Mr. Jnanandra Chsndm 

<rf family allowanoe to Babu 
Prafulla Chandra Ghosh: (Q.) p. 403. 

Hunger-strike by female aeourity 
prisoners detained in Dinaipur Jail: 

mm p. 228. 

f 

From the Bengal Legislative Council 
regarding the Bengal Finance (Sales 
Tax) Amendment Bill, 1944: p. 316. 

Midnapare CaJ legist* School 

Repair of— buildings: (Q.) p. 664. 

Mohammed AH, Khan Bahadur 

Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary Charges: pp. 415- 
16, 417-18. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties : pp. 123- 
24. 

67 — Miscellaneous: pp. 623-24. 
Enquiry regarding nunger-strike in 
Kajsnahi Jail: p. 616. 

Moakarjaa, Dr. Byamapraaad 

Demand for Grant(s)— 

87^-Eduoation— General : pp. 37-39. 

64 — Famine: pp. 586-92. 

Morgan, Mr. Q. 

Demand for Grants — 60— Civil Works 
and 81— Civil Works not charged to 
revenue: pp. 557-58. 

Moslem All Moila, Maulvl M. 

Non-availability of certain essential 
commodities from the market in 
Pabna district after control: (Q. > 
p. 483. 

Moxammal Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Demand for Grants — 

40— Agriculture : pp. 505-09. 
64»-nFamine: pp. 579-81. 

Muazzemuddln Hoaain, the Hon’hla Khan 
Bahadur Saiyad 

Alleged cultivable waste lands in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 442. 

Demand for Grants — 

40— Agriculture : pp. 488, 612-10. 

43 — Industries— Industries : pp. 254- 

55. 

41— Veterinary : pp. 517, 619, 520. 

Depletion of cattle resources in Bengal 
and Government measures for pro- 
tection: (Q.) p. 308. 

Shortage of live-stock: (Q.) jp. 11. 
Suw^o# paddy sends in Bengal: (Q.) 




M idier jea, Tha HoiPWa Mr. fhvak Math 


Alleged caning of a chaukidar by Addi- 
tional Relief Officer of Bhagwanpur : • 




Bailing out polluted water from 'tanks 
in saline-affected areas of Midnapore 
and supply of sweet water: (Q.) p. 


Condition of people of saline-affected 
areas of Contai and Tamluk subdivi- 
sions: (Q.) pp. 16-17. 

Cost of construction of evacuees’ 
shelters in Hooghly district: (Q,) 
p. 312. 

Deaths due to starvation in Bakarganj: 


Demand for Grants — 

54— Famine: pp. 666, 592-97. 

7— Land Revenue: pp. 272, 290-93. 
13— Other Taxes and Duties: pp. 118, 
124-25. . 

9 — Stamps: jp. 636. 

Lands acquired for the purpose of using' 
aH^a^ublic park in Pabna: (Q.) pp. 

Maintenance of embankments of tidal 
riverH in Sundarbans area of 24-Par- 
ganas: (QJ pp . 601-03. 

Nurnbcr of appointments in the Alipore 
Collectorate : (Q.) p. 46. 

Opening of relief kitcnens by Govern- 
ment for relief of distressed people : 
(yv P* 219. / 

Petition for settlement of certain khns 
mahal lands in Barisal : (O ) D n 
615-16. W ' PP ' 

Raising of fund for relief in Munshi- 
ganj subdivision: (Q.) p. 229. 

R-oval of^d^stitutes by the Khaksars : 


Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Demand for Grants— ' 

63— Extraordinary c harges in India • 
pp. 380-81. 

47 fl2d97 C ' ellADeOU8 De P artments : PP- 


Mukhsrji, Mr. Dhfrtnttra Narayan 

Deputy Labour Commissioner: (Q.) p . 


Mukhorjl, Dr. Murat Chandra 

Demand for Grants — 

% 43— Industries — Industries : pp. 243- 

etc. : # pp. 639-41. 
145-48. 

: pp. 467-69. 

Mulllok, Mr. Athutoah 

Applications for leave of absence: p. 17. 


XVII — Irrigation , 

38 — Medical: pp. 4 

39— Public Health 


Muhammad laraji, Maulvl 

D em and ler Grant*— 

27 — Administration of Justice : pp. 63- 
64. 

54 — Famine : pp. 678-761 

4Sgfadutriw~Mu«(to»: pp, «7- 


Mr. Mukunda notary 

Demand for Grants— 

»jjAtoiniMrmi*h df Ju**» ; pp. 

a?, -.Educgtioft* Gmnrnl pp 35417. 

6— £MviMuft*B*cMa: pp. 11844. 

38 — Medic*] • nn ARAM 



INDEX, 


i* 


Vf*. XVII-No. 3.] 


MyMmnruff Hotaain, Tha Hon’Ma Nawab 
10*1 Bahadur 

Dam and for Grant— 27—Admini8tmtion 
of Justice: pp. 54, 67-69. 

Judgment of Hon’ble High Court and 
proposed legislation for amendment: 
(Q ) PP- 528-29. 

Number of Superintendents in High 
Court: (Q.) p. 562. 

Unpaid apprentices in the Office of 
Administrator-General and Official 
Trustee: (Q.} p. 565. 

Muslim prayer room 

In the Court building of Chittagong: 
(Q.) P- 52. 

Muetafa All Dewan, Mairivi 

Demand for Grants — 63 — Extraordinary 
charges in India pp. 396-99. 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of Cossim- 
bazar 

Basis of declaring a district as surplus 
one: (Q.) p. 1. 

Demand for Grants — 

40 — Agriculture pp. 495-96. 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India 
pp. 363-64. 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 275-70. 


Naskar, Mr. Hem Chandra 

Relief to teachers of secondary schools 
(Q.) p. 269. 

Supply of paddv seeds in Bengal 
(Q ) P- 172. 

Nazimuddin, The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir 

Absence of numberplates in some 
military motor vehicles: (Q.) p. 92. 

Alleged prosecution of certain Mus- 
lims in Tamlu k subdivision • (Q.) 
p. 172 

Arrest and release of Babu Gour 
Chandra Saha- (Q.) p. 170. 

Bombing in Feni . (Q.) p. 345. 

Contribution by security prisoners ot 
the Presidency Jail for the desti- 
tute: (Q.) pp. 351-52. 

Curtailment of certain privileges oi 
security prisoners . (<J.) p. 400. 

Death of a security prisoner in Ber- 
hampore Special Jail : (Q.) pp. 525- 
27. 


Demand for Grants — 

63 — Extraordinary charges in India 
p. 356. 

25-— General Administration — Gene- 

ral Administration : pp. 140, 198- 


206. 

28 — Jails and convict settlements 
pp. 340, 34142. 

29 — Police: pp. 316, 327-29. 

District Magisrate and Additional 

District Magistrate of Bakarganj 
(Q-) P- 169. 

Government department responsible 
for collection of vital statistics ot 
Bengal: (O.) pp. 56061. 

Grant of family allowance to Babu 
Prafulla Chandra Ghosh : (Q.) 


p. 404. 

Hunger-strike by female security pri- 
soners detained in Dinajpur Jail • 
(Q») P- 224. 


Nazimuddin, Tht Htn’bla Khtmja Mr 

Number of non-political security pri- 
soners in Bengal : (Q.) p. 180. 

Number of persons tried ana convicted 
under Special Courts Ordinance 
(No. IT of 1942): (Q.) p. 347. 

Ordinance II of 1942 and appeal 
Bengal Government to Privy Coun- 
cil : (Q.) p. 10. 

Petitions tor grant of family allow- 
ance from eertaiu security prisoners: 
(Q.) pp. 521-23. 

“Poor Box Fund” maintained by 
Calcutta Police: (Q.) pp. 609*15. 

Promotion in Calcutta Police: (Q.) 
pp. 523-24. 

Prospects of Jailors: (Q.) p. 52. 

Realisation of subscription for relief 
lund m Thakurgaon, Dinajpur die* 
trict: (Q.) p. 93. 

Recruitment of J/awver-Magistrate : 
<Q.) P- 90. 

Reuuitment ot Sub-Inspectors, Cal- 
cutta Police: (Q.) p. .*151. 

Status oi Legislative, Bengal Council 
and Assembly Departments: (Q.) 
p. 343. 

Voluntary suffering undergone by 
certain security prisoners of Presi- 
dency Jail: (Q.) p. 401. 

Non-availability 

Of certain I (xxl articles from the mar- 
ket in Palma district after control: 
(Q.) p. 483. 

Of tickets at some railway stations ot 
Bengal and Assum Railway: (Q.) 
p. 402. 

Number 

Of appointments in the Alipore Oollec- 
torate: (Q.) p. 46. 

Of deaths from starvation in Rangpur 
district: (Q.) p. 6. 

Ot non-political security prisoners in 
Bengal. ( 9 .) p. 180. ‘ 

Of persons tried and convicted under 
Special Courts Ordinance (No, II ot 
1942): (Q.) pp. 34748. 

Of Superintendents in High Court* 
(Q.) pp. 501-62. 

01 snlc deeds registered in Rangpur : 
(Q.) p. 441. 

Opaning 

Of relief kitchens by Government for 
relief of distressed people : (Q.) 

p. 218. 

Of controlled shop and supply ot 
paddv in Jessore district: (Q.) 
p. 350. 

Ordinance II of t942 

And appeal of Bengal Government to 
Privy Council : (Q .) p. 10. 

Pain, Tha Hon’bla Mr. Barada Praaanna— 

Alleged dearth of small coins in 
stations of Bengal and Assam Rail- 
way: (Q.) p. 442. 

Demand for Grants — 

50 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil 
Works not charged to Revenue : 
pp, 553, 55*7) 
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XVII — Irrigation, etc. : pp. 529, 
646-51. 

Fire accident in Down Dacca Mail : 
(Q.) P- 126. 

♦Mnalim prayer room in the court 
building of Chittagong : (Q.) p. 52. 

Non-availability of tickets at i6me 
railway stations of Bengal and 
Assam Railway : (Q.) p. 402. 

Repair of Midnapore Collegiate School 
buildings: (Q.) p. 564. 

Paul, Sir Hari Banker 

Demand for Grants — 43 — Industries — 
Cinchona : pp. 264-66. 


Prto 

Of rice, etc., as it stood on 31et May, 
1943, in subdivisions of Bengal : 
(Q.) p. # 128. 

Of nee in Calcutta, Dinajpur and 
Chandpur on certain dates: (Q.) 
p. 3. 

Presentation 

Of Authenticated Supplementary 

- Schedules of Expenditure: p. 19. 

Profiteering 

Made by sugar and kerosene oil per- 
mit-holders in Mulagram Union of 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 5. 


Payment 

Of determination fees by Co-operative 
Societies under section 18 of Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act : (O.) 

p. 228. 

Potition(e) 
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